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nu-nt. Friendly correspoiKh'nce between U I Kader and Mahmud of Gheznein Death 
of VI Kadter. Notice of Ferdoussy. Contemporary .sovereigns VI Kaeim, XXVIth 
of the house of Abbas. BcssaiLsscry invites the Fafiinite Klialif of Eg\pt to his 
assistance. Tughrel Beg of the raceof Seljuk encamps before Baglxiad. Riot with the 
Scljiikiaii soldiery, and imprisonment of tlie fast Arncir-iiVumra of the race ofBuiiih. In 
theahseiicc of Tf>glirel Beg, Bessaussery retakes Baghdad and pr<»elaiiiis the auttionty 
#>f Mu^tansor tiir Fcitimite. Toglirel Beg returns and restores Ilia t of VI Kaeim. Captine 
and death of Hessanssery. Vi Kaeim e^poiise.s the daughter of the Seljukiuii iiionurcli. 
l>eath ofTogiircd Beg, and accession of Alep Arsl.:ii. Death of VI Kaeim. V'oiitcropo- 
raiy ^o^erejg 1 ^^. VI Mukteddy, WVillli of the house of Abbiis. Espoij.ses the 
daughter ot iVbdek Shah. Deatii of that priii€*e. Anti of Muktedtiy. Con temporary 
sovereigns. VI Mustezhir, XX\’IIlth of the house of Abbas. Duration of his n'i»/ii. 
lIlNtlealli City of Baghdad removed during this reign from the \\ (‘stern to the eastern 
bsiiik of the I'jgris. Contciiiporaiy .sovereigns. Id Mir»tcrsliid, XXIXlh of the 
lioiisc of Abbas. Hi.s brother dispute.s the Kfielaufut with him. Is taken and pardoned 
d'hc rebel Weis'* joinx Siillaii ToglireJ of the raceof Seljuk and persuades him to attack 
the Khttlif, ulio is fort iiftoiisly relieved from the danger, lie is defeated in an expedition 
;u>ainst Sultan MiissaoutVof tli'* race of Scljuk, and assassinated hy one of the zealots in 
the <%t!r vice of the .Sheikh ul-jiibbul. Sketch otliis character. Coutempttrary sovereigns. 
Vi Rashid, \ \\th of the limise of Abbas. Dclies tlmpouer of Sultan Mussuoiid. wh(» 
lass siege to Baghdad for t w o mtuitlis, in vain. Vi Rashid is also assassinated. Con- 
t<-mj>orary sovereigns. VI MuklefTy-iimmer-Vllali, X XXlst of the house of Abbas. 
l*iith of Jrnixueiz, Death of Muktetiy. VI Af ustunjid, XXXIld of the liousc of 
Ahhas. Ills just governiiicnt : and death. Vi I’Mii^fiinzy XX \llld of tlie Jiouae of 
AIiIkis. Digression to the aHairs of F^gypt, of wiiieli the governmeot it usurped hy Sa- 
ladiij. Merited disgrace of an arbitrary minister. Death of Must uiizy. Contemporary 
sovereigns. UI Naiisser, XXXIVtIi of the house of Abbas. liis othcers reduce Khuz- 
stauu aud Laur. Regulations in favor of trade. Ue it threatened with an invasion on. 



CONTENTS. 


IS 

tl)e part of Mahommcd the S^kltan of Khareem. Prom which he is relieved by a severe 
winter, and the subsequent hostilities with Jenguetz* His death, and a sketch of his 
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fut of the house of Abbas. Ziilyomnein, 1st of the Taheritcs, invested with the goverii- 
of Kliorassaiin. Abjure^ (he authority of 171 Mamiin : his death. Tulleiah, lid 
race of Taher. Aiididlali, IlIiJ of the race of Tiiher Taber, son of Abdullah, 
1\ (li oflii» race. Malioinincd, \'th of the race ofTahe^r, falls into the haiui:* of YaKiih 
Origin i»flhe Sufauriah or Sufatirides, and of the advancement of Vakuli l.ai^s. 
II obtains the government of Sei<‘staun. 5'iibcfiies KJiora‘<saun. But is tuisucces.sful 
in an ovptditioii into Tebristauu. Defeatecl h\ 171 Moufl'ek the brother of tlie rc^.giiing 
Klrailt*. Hi-. deaMi and character. Omar Laiss, L1<1 of the Sufauritle^ Is defeated 
and l.tLcn pri^enjer by l.sinaeil of the race of Saiiian. He is t oinexed a prisom-r tt> Hagh- 
cbnl. ^J.rlcli of Id-. I liurcuder. 'Taiitn* llld aiul last of tin* Siifaiirides. Defeated and 
lal\t n pi istiiJin* 1)> au in -iii Origin of the JSainaiiidc.-r ive.e of Sama!!. Na^scr 

the s.Mi of Ahmed n'c« patent from file reigning Klialif, fortlie goveriinieiit ofTi Jiis- 

ovlaiij. Hi^ -i'Hi T-iiu'ieil l»eei>ines first iiioiiareli of Bokh.'jra,. of the rate of Saiintii. 
Hi^ v.it io;;> i.n'^eip] "*. ]lox\:n<led b\ the tL\eovery of the trea.^ni es of Omar Lai^s. 
t . i-. (.h\!tii. Alijiiisi, lid of lie* race of Saman. As-ir-siiial'd by IiIn sUincs Nasser, 
Hid of tile lace of rsvniiaii. 1.-. iiii.-uct'es dully attacked by In'* uncle. EA|»e!s the iisurper 
Facili from the teiiiioiy i.fllev Jli*' death. N^mh, lA'tli .if the race i>f S.oiian. Itc- 
\oll of Aliu \!1%, V. liu *•' pel' iiiiii for a tiuie fioiu IhdvlMra lie i" le* oiitiii-d To Jii-. atl- 
ver»ar>, and give-, him llic go\ v » mneiit of Iv houe-saiin. Alai \ll\ tin *ll\ to Jlokktn< 
iid-doii!ah the Dry Iciiilte. Death of \ineir NouJi. Abdtihiieh k, Vlh of the race of 
Saaiaii. Mon iir, \ it !i of the race t?f Saman. Aipnl tekt in re\olt> ftoni his aiithorit^^, 
and secures t.i heiL.ieiii L'j'-i inguislied ciuiraeter of Kliolf the son of \h!iic<l, prince of 
Sciesta III. l'ieal> i)cUM« ii Amcir AJiiur^iir and Hi^kki u od iloulali the lh*vieinile. 
Deaih of Miin-iur. * Nouh the lid, and \’Htl5 of the race vi' .Niini)ii. Death <»f vlput- 
tekei'i, or AU'pteggiii, enid acec'-sion of Sebektt*::giii to iJ’e goxeinmeiit of (i I'.ezm iii. 
Di'CoiilenU in KIi<»rass;ui!i. 17oghra Khauii, iiionarc h of kestaun, a^^soi dales \\ il h 
the tnalcoii Units for t!i«‘ in*. .'.-.ion of 'IVarisnxiana. He lakes posses-'i**!! of J^ol- k-ara. Is 
siiddeidx taken ill. KrUo tis towards hts own doiiiinions, and t!ies on tiie man h. Amt ir 
Noah rclirn^ Ki his tMonai, and is restorcfl to power. IiMiles Sfhektei idti toa .-i-l 
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feated hv iMahiiiinl of ( * hexii.dn, aiul dethroned by his own miiiisti'rs. Ahdntmelel lln^ 
lid, amr IXth of tio.* rac e i>f Saman. Is taken prisoner bx Dx !t'k Khaim, inonareJi <»f 
Ksislighar ami Tui ki rUmii, and uhes in ra)>fi\it\ at Oiiylvund, toxvardsthe stcirees of tiie 
.St">liaii. Isiiiaeil, lae last cd* l.'io r.iec o> Sanian, is jm! to dxMtii by one ol'lht <»ii'ic«Ts of 
Mahmud of (ihczin iii. Oiigin of the I>eyauliiu;!i, Dex Icniite*-, or race of Tiicir 
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AltunTausli. Expedition to Kaiiouje. To Soiinniaiit Spleruloiir of the temple an«l 
immense wealth at that place. lie returns to Ci lieziieiii. Fate of Habsbeleiina bis king 
offiujerat- Correspondence with Cl Kailor. Expedition to chastise llic inhabitants of 
Koli Joiid, betwH'en the Indus and Ivaslim«*ir. His death and c*Ii:iructer. [Mahoiiimcd, 
^^th of the mhnarchs of Olieznein. Is dethroned ami deprived r>f sight by bis ii<^>bles. 
saoud, Vlth of the iiioiiarclis of Ci lieziieiii. TJie raceofSeljuk establish tliciiiselve-* in Klio- 
rassaiin. Mu ssaoud's expedition into India Which alToriis to tin* race €>f .Vtdjiik an op- 
portunity of consolidating their power. They defeat liini in a variety of conAicts on hi*, 
return. He is seizeil by bis slaves, and put to death by bis m pliew Ahmed. Siiltaii 
Alomlud, Vlltli of the Ci beziievides. He punishes the destmyers of liis father. His 
death, Mussaoiid Ild, a minor, Vllftli of the iiionar«*lis of Olieznein. Sultan Ally, 
IXtb. Abdiirrasliid Xtli. And Fiirrukhzaiid Xlth of the nionarclis of Olieznein. liis 
victories over Haoud of the race of Seljuk. But Uitiinafe defeat by Al**p Arslan. 
His death. Sultan Ibraubim, Xlltli. Protracted reign* Mussaoud the llld, and XlfltJi 
of the monarchs of Oheziieiii A beiievolc'iit princt.*. Expedition ofone of his geii€*rals 
to the Oanges. His reign and death. Arslan Shah, XIVtIi of the niotiarclis of^Oliez- 
nein. Contests with liis brother. He is uttiiu**tely taken prisoner and put t«i dc*atli. 
Beliram Shah XV^tli of the t-xheznevides. A niugiiific*ent prince. Siipprc.sses the rebel- 
lion under Balilcini, iu the Punjauh. He is defeated by Allik-ud-dciii the Olioiirian, and 
dies soon afterwards. Kliossrou .Shah X Vlth of the monarchs of Olieznein, and XI\’tli of 
the race of SelM*kteggin. Removes the seat of gox’ernment to Labour. Vengeance ex- 
hibited tow'ards tlie inhabitants of Olieznein, by Alla-iid dein. Heath of Kliossrou Sliah. 
Khossrou MIdek XVIIth and last of the Oiieznevides, and of the race of Schekteggrii. 
Is tw'ice in vain l>esieg€*d in Lalioiir, by Shahauh ud-dein the Obouriau. But is ultimately 
circumvented by an artifice. Submits his person, and transfers the power of the family 
to theOhourians. Of the Isoikeilian, or Fatiniite sox^ereigns of Egypt. First, Mahommed. 
Second, U1 Kaeim. Third, U1 Munshr. Fourth, Miiezz-ud-dein 1st. Modem Cairo 
founded by liis general. He removes to, and dies at that capital. Fifth, Ul Azziz. Sixth, 
tJl Hakem. His hypoerisy and rigid severity towards the public. Heisi'utoflTby a conspira- 
cy. Seventh, IJI Zauiiir. Eighth, UI Mustanser. Ninth, LTI Mustaully. Tenth, IJI Amyr. 
£Ueventli,d Hafez. Twelfth, Ul ZauHer. Thirteenth, Ul FAeiz. Fourteenth and last, Ul 
Auzzed. In Jits time the Franks of Palestine invade Egypt. They are expelled by Assud- ud- 
dein Slieirk oh, the general of Nur-ud-dein, prince of Hamasciis. Extinction of the Fatiniite 
Khelaufiit, in liis death. Origin of Hussuii Sabah. His early engagement with Nizam-iil- 
miilk the great Vezzeir of the house of Seljuk. His alleged treachery aud ingratitude 
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towards that minist^. His subsequent proceedtogs »and apostac^* to the doctrines of 
the Isn^eilians. His residence in Es^pt. He returns into Tebristaun. Aud obtains 
possession of the mountain fortress of Almowut His projects advanced by f he death of 
Nizam-ul-mhlk, and Melek Shah. Concludes a treaty with Sultan Suujur. He puts 
bis ..children to death for various crimes. He dies. Giiia BAshrg Oiiinieyd lid Slieikli- 
ul-jubbul» or chief of Almowut. Mahomnied^ Illd. Alla-zekre>lid us>salaum, 1 Vth. Ma- 
faonimed the lid. Vth. JullauUud-deiii» Vlih. Ala-ud-dcin, Vlltli ; and Kokken-ud dcin 
KhAr Shah Vlllth^ and last of the chiefs of Almowut ; attacked by, and surrenders to 
Hulatiku Khauii. Extinction of the whole race. - - - * - - - 277 

CHAPTER VIII. 

J^our Hundred and Twenty ninth to the Six Hundred and Tsfnety eighth of the Hidjerdhm 

Origin of the Seljucides, or race of Seljuk. They settle in Kliorassaun and are 
successful against Sultan Mussaoud of Gheznetn. Sultan Toghrel lieg, 1 st monarch 
of this race. Balkh and Kliaurezm added to the acquisitions of the family. Toghrel 
Heg is received at Baghdad. He espouses the daughter of the Klialif LJJ Kaeiin at an ad« 
vanceci age and dies. Alep Arslan, lid of the race of Seljuk. Nizam-uUiuulk of TAsse 
appointed prime minister. The greek emperor Diogenes taken prisoner, and liberally 
dismissed by Alep Arslaii. Who is linaliy assassinated by tJic governor of a petty for- 
tress on the banks of the Oxus. His splendid cluiracter. Melek Sliab, Hid monarch 
of tlie race of Seljuk. Employs hts kinsman Sulimaniii tlie reduction of Syria. Subju- 
gates TraiisoxiaiHi. Alleged transactions between him and one of the Greek emperors. 
Magnanimity. Unworthy treatment and death of the distinguished Vezzeir, Nizaiii-ul- 
inulk. He dies at Baghdad soon afterwards. His exalted character. iEra established 
during liis reign. Sultan Burguiaurug, I Vth of the race of Seljuk. Contest between 
liini and his half brother Maliinud. Whose death puts him in ultimate possession of Is- 
faliaun. Consigns the government of Kliorassaun to his brother Siinjiir. Hostilities 
with Ills other brother Ml*. Iioninicd. Accommodation. His death. Sultan Muhommed, 
Vth of the race of Seljuk. His alleged expetlition into India. Death and character. 
Sultan Sunjur, Vlth of the rare of Seljuk. Is defeated by the Khaiin of Karakhatay. 

Is succes:»iui against A Ihi'^ud-dcin the Gliourian. The Ghiizziaii Turks driven into re- 
volt against Ills authority, he becomes their prisoner. After an arduous captivity he 
ultimately effects his escape, but dies shortly afterwards. Great power of the race of 
Seljuk, expires with this iiioiiarch. The narrative recedes. SiiHaii Mahmud, of Hania- 
clauii, and Irak Ajem. Sultan Togbrel, of the same. Sultan Muasaoiid, of tlie same. 
I*arcntagc of Kuzziil Arslan, and Jahauii Pehlcivauii Mahoiiuiied. Combination against 
the government of Sultan Mussaoud. Defeated. His subsequent prospciMus rcigu and 
death. Melek Shah the I Iil, of Hamadauii and Irak Ajem. luglorioiis reigii» And death. 
Sultan Maliommed, sonof Malinmd. Sultan SAIiman Shah. Sultan Arslaii. Splendid 
reign. Sultan Toghrel, last of the race of Seljuk in Irak Ajem. Remarkable conjunc- 
tion of the planets in his reign. Jealousies between him and Kuzzul Arslan. By whom 
he is expelled from Hamadauii. Is restored on tlie death of tliat chief. KAtlAgh £y- 
naunje invites Tukkesli Klmiin of Kliaurezni to the invasion of Irak ; which terminates 
in the conquest of that country. Tbe death of SultaiiTt^hrel, and the extiuction of this 
branch of the race of Seljuk Of the Kermauniaii branch of the same race. First, Kaw- 
erd the sou of Tcheglier Beg. Second, Sultan Shah. Third, TAraii Sliah. Fourth, Iran 
Shah. Fifth, Arslan Sliab. Sixth, Melek Mahoiuiiied. Seventh, Toghrel Shah. Eighth 
and last, Mahoniiued Shall. Of the Rumiauor Anatolian branch of tl»e race ot Seljuk. 
First, Suliinaii tlie son of Kuttulniesh. Second, Kilidje Arslan. Third, Sultan MAssA- 
oud. Fourth, Sultan Mussaoud the lid. Fifth, Kilk(ic Arslan the lid. Sixth, Suliman 
the lid. Seventh, Key Kiiossroo. Eighth, Key Kawus. Ninth, Key Kobaud. Tenths 
Key Khossrou the lldJ Eleventh, Suliman the Illd. Twelfth, Key Khossrou the Illd. 
Thirteenth, Mussaoud tlie Illd. Fourteenth, Key Kobaud the lid, in whom this branch 
of the family cxjiircd under the power of Ghazau Khauii. Error in the preface of the 
first volume, rcctilicd - - » * • 344 
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CHAPTER IX.. . 

Four Hundred and Kinetyfir^t to the Seben Hundred ^ani'Kinety ^fth of the Tiidjtrah. 

Or^inof the kings of Kliaurezm of this period. KhtlMiddeki Maliommed^ 1st inonarcli of 
this diiiasty^ Atseiz, lid of the Khaiirezni Slialiies. Declares liit independence. Is 
attacked and expelled the province by sultan Suiijiir of the race of Selpik. Recot'crs 
the country and concludes a treaty with that inotuirch. IleiiewaJ of Itostitities, and final 
aceouiuiodation. He extends his conquests to tlte Jaxartes. Mis death and reputed 
character. Ayeil Arslan, illd of tlie Khaureziii Shahies. Sultan Shah, IVtIi of the 
Khaurezin Sluiliies. Tukkesh Khaun, Vth of the same diiiasty. Subjugates Persian 
Irak. But is defeated on the Seyhun. Hostilities witJi the Klialif Ui Nausser. Re\olt 
in Persian Irak suppressed. War with the Isuiauilians of Aliuowiit. Death of Tukkesli 
Kliaun. Sultan Mahonmietl, Vlth of the Khaiirezin-slKiliics. lie secures Kliorassaun 
against the Gliourians. Hostilities with Gurkhaiiii the Karakhatayan. Tci miiiate un- 
successfully for Sultan Maliominod. He reduces lihezneiu. Di\erted from an e\]ic< 
dition towards Baghdad by impending hostilities wilJi Jtngvttz. Incidents which gaxe 
rise to those hostilities. Indignation of the IVloghiil motiai'Lh on the murder of his m){>- 
jects at Otraiir. Sultan Malioinincd proceeds towards the Attacks the 

liuls under Jujy Khaun. Is terrilietl and withdraws towards the Ox us. Is petsuaded 
to retire into Persian Irak. Is pursued into Mazanderaun. l akes refuge on an Island 
in the Caspian w here he dies. Sultan Rokken-iid-dein. Sultan (iheytititli-iul-ttein. 
And Sultan Jiillaiil iid-dein Mengherny* the last of the Khainezmshahies. Adventu: 
ous career of Jullaul-iid'deiii« Intrepid demeanour on his retreat across the Indus. Hr 
returns towards Persian Irak. Ditiicuities in his way. He iinally obtains possession <if 
Azerbaijaun. Invades Iberia and captures Teiiis. Ilis expeditions tnarcli from that 
place to Kermaun. He ia dr feu ted by the Moghuls. C’aptuics Lklihuit, and pnnish<''o 
the gsuTison for the ofleiice ot their governor. He i<» defeated by tiie Seljukiaii AiiUan «;t' 
Anatolia. And finally by the Moghuls in Azerbaijaun. L’ncerlain lermiiiatifni of bi> 
life. Total extinclioii of the Khuureznishuhies, with Jullaiibucbdeiii. Of t':e four 
branches of the A taheks. I'liiinaud-ud-deiii Zeiigiii, of the Atabeks of iMossule and 
Syria. Second, Nur-ud-dciii Alahnnid. Third, Melek Salah. Sey f lubdein, lid or\los<^tile 
and Diarbekir. Kutb ud-dein. Hid of the same. Seyfud-deiii the Hd, JVUi of lue 
same. Ezz-ud-deiii Vth of the same. ArsJaii Shah Vlth of tiie same, and K/z-ud-tiein 
Miissaoud VI 1th and last of the Atabeks of Mossule and Diarbekir. Of the Atabek^ of 
Azcrblijunn. Pirsf, Fyldekez. Sccoinl, Atahek Malioniiiied. Third, Atabek Kuzzul Arslan. 
Fourth, Atabek Abu Bukker. Fifth and last, Alabt k Ouzbek, Of the Atabeks of rar^s. 
First Atabek Scglier. ^ Se< ond Atabek Zeiigui. Third Atubek Tuklaii. Fourth Atabi k 
Sand. Taken prisoner by Mabonitneci the Kliaiirezniian. But released on becoming 
tributary. Fifth Atabek Abu Bukker. I'ributary to llidauku, and the patron ot Slicikli 
Sady. Sixth Atabek Mahoniiiied. Seventh Atabek Mahoiiiiiied Sbah. iliglith Atabek 
Seljiik Shah, last of the mule line oftne Atabeks of SJiiraiizaiid. Farss, coiulemned to die 
by order of liulaukii. Ninth Atabek Aeysli, the cousort of Manga l\«yniur, the s<iii of 
liiilauku Khaun. Of the llazuuraspiue^, or Atabeks of Larislauiiu First, Abu Tauber. 
Second, Atabek Hazaurasp. Thirds Atabek l^uklali. Font lb, Atabek Alep Ait^liii. 
Fifth, Atabek Y'iissuf Shah. Sixth, Atabek A frasiuuh. Seventh, Atabek Ahmed. Eighth, 
Atabek Vussuf Shall, the lid. Ninth and lust of the Ha^zauraspidcs, Atabek Afrasiab 
the lid. Of the Karakliatayaus in Kerinami. First Borunk llaiijeb. Scu'ond Sultan 
Khaujah Hukk. Third Kiitb iid-deiu Malioiiiuucd. Fourth the princess Kutiugh Tfir^ 
kan. Fifth Saitsui S^urglictuiesh. sixth the princess Padsb^h Kbautun. iS'eveuth 
Sultan Maboinmed Sli^u. Eighth and last ofthc Karakhatayaus of Kerniaiiti, Sultan Shah- 
jahaun. Origin of the race of Mhzufiur. First, Ameir Muzufiler the son of Munst'ir. 
Second Ameir Malioinmcd. Made governor.of V czd h\ Abu ifaekl. Marries the daugh- 
ter of Sultan SJcajijahaiip the Keruiauiiiati. Obtains the govemHieiit of kernmun, on 
the reduction of Shirauz. lloslilitjes with Ameir Abu Uhack «Ayiiju. Finally produce 
the siege and reduction of Shirauz, on the part ot Ameir Mahoninied. W ho Vails how - 
ever in an attcinjU to capture Isfaliaun. That city is oltlgiately taken by his ueplicw'. 
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Sfaab Suftaa. Morale behaviour, to fvarda tkat eUeH Aaioir Mabommed reduces Teb- 
tettf Intlmbai^ogis if oa the approadi oi Subao Aweia Ibe Eylkbauaian. His own sous 
consfHve agaiut and aeice his person. He it deprived of sij^t. Subsequent restora- 
tion to autbority. Final banishment to Kereiaaii^ and death. Tiuxd, Shah Shujia. Fourth, 
Sultan Zeyne-nl-aubbedein. FiAh and last^ ot the race of Mtkauftur^ Shah Munsiar, is 
killed in a battle with TeywAr^ whom die power of the family is tiually cxtin[i;uishe(i. 
Of the Serbedaurians ia Subbuawaur. Firsts Abdnrreaauk. Seconcl, Ameir Mussaoud. 
Third, Eytemhr. Fouith, Kell^ Aafendiaur. Fifth, FnzzuluUah. Sixth, Shuiiis-ud>dein 
Ally. ^venifa, Khaufah Yaheya. Eighth, Zebeir-ud-deiu. Ninili, H cyder Kassaub. 
Tentli, Amcir LAt^llah. Eleventh, Uussun Dauiagiiaimy. Twelfth and lasi, Khaujah 
Ally MAeynd. Origin of the Sultans of G hour. First, Sultan H^sseyue Jaliansouz. Se- 
cond, Seyf-ud-dein Mahoiiimed. Third, Glieyauth iid-deiu Malioniined. Fourth, Sha- 
haub-ud-dein. Fifth and last of the Ghourians, Sultan Mahiiihd. Is assassinated by 
certain Khorassaunies in the train of Aliy Shah, the brother of Tukkush Khaun the 
Khaureznihui. • - ... 3Q9 


CHAPTER X. 

From early periods to the Six Hundred and Fifteenth of the Hidjerahn 

Origin of the nations of Tartary- OfYaplietli and liis progeny. Of Turk. OfTchein. 
Descendants of Tatar Khaun, and Moghkl, the sons of Alenjah Khaun. Illustrious 
character of Oghi^z Khamu Names assigned by fiirii to several t>f the Tatar or Tartar 
tribes. Hi$ final arrangements, fits sons amt successors. Destruction of the IVJo- 
glihl nation in the time ^ Aeil Khaun, by Tur the sou of Feridomi, and Souuje Kliaiin, 
xnonarch of the Tatars. Escape of Keyaii and his three relatives to the valley of 
Irganali Kouii. Origin of the Keyaut and Derelguein Moghuls. Their eiiiptioii 
from Irganah Konti. Recovery of the lands of their ancestors. Supposed position 
thereof. Their 1st monarch" after the eruption, Yelduz Khaun. Alan Koua his 
granddaughter. Her mysterious history. And origin of llie Neyruu Moghuls- Her 
sonBuzunjiir Kaan, cotemporary with Abu Mosslem. His successors. First, Bouka or 
Bouga Khaun. Secoiul, Doutoumneiii Khaun. Third, Kaydu Khaun. Fourth, Buy- 
suiigur Khaun Fifth, Toumiiali Khaun. Prophetic tlream of his sou Katchc>ul\ Ba- 
hauder. Deed of setllemciit in coiisequeuce. Sixth, Kabul Khaun. Seventh, Kuucilah 
Khauii. Eighth Bnrtaii Buliaudor who succeeds to his brother. Ninth Beysouka Bahaiidcr. 
Birth of Jengueiz. Death of his ftither, Beysouka, Tembtcliein the early name of Jen- 
gueiz. His age at the death of his father. He is abandoned by his principal oHiiers. 
Takes refuge with Ouiig Khaun, monarch of the Keraeit, at Karakorum. His sen ices 
and rapid advancement excite the Jealousy of the courtiers. Combination to destroy him. 
He escapes to the lake Baljou tall. His succeeding triumphs over ail his adversaries. 
He assumes the name of jeugueiz Kaan, A'tirg' ofkinffs, on the suggestion of an eutliii- 
siast. Some account of the impostor. Succeeding o|RTalioiis of Jetigueiz. £\[>editioii 
against Khatai, or iioiiliern China. Short account of the Karakhatayaiis. Who obtain 
possession of Turkestauii to the Oxais. Their monarch Giirkiiaun betrayed by Koiish- 
luk the Nayniaii, his son in law. Alliance of the latter with Mabommed the Khaurez- 
mian. Unsuccessful. The Naymau linally seizes the capital of Baiasaugliun. And 
deposes tlie Karakhatayaii monarch. Kusliluk extends his conquests tn Kashgliar and 
Khoteii. He is at last expelled his usurped dominions by the troops of Jeiigueiz, under 
Hubbah Nhvan, and cutoff by his pursuers, iu Badaklisliauii. Jengueiz deterniiucs on 
war with Mabommed the Kbaurezniiau. State of Asia at this period - 40? 

CHAPTER XI. 

Sia Hundred and fifteenth to the Seven Hundred and Seventh of the Hidjrrah, 

\ 

Jengueiz proceeds on his expedition. Crosses the Sey bun. Takes possession of Bokhara. 
His unpolished demeanor on entering that city. Which he ultimately destroys. Siege 
and destruction of Giraur by his suns. Subtnigsiou of Jund. Reduction of Toiikuut 
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^nd Kficyelkd. GflUaiitttelfeftt of Miftick fommor of iWfaiflter plao^.^ Scqi^ 

of his history. Jen^neio appears beftwo Saaiafk w id* tHaAiclioa ^ef -tha4 m tI ke pMsm 
£ap«dllioR of Hiibbah mad S^eydai di rough the yrovuiMm of the Ferstaa eaqme In pur- 
suit Of Rattan Mmliomtned the KbaureMilnt<. ShiugiileaM At Kamvehi. lad^r- 

eat parts of AzerbAijauo and Iberia. Their retum round the'NorHi of tbe Caspian inta 
their imn country. Sietse mod reduction of tliooapital of Khaarczm. Fearful slaughter 
of the inlia bitantL Capture and destruction of TVrmed. Jengueiz crosses the Je^tdn. 
l>estroys Balkfa. Besieges and captures Ttfulikau and Banriaiu Defeats Jullaul-ud-dcin 
on the Iodus» ProceediiigsofTdiy> Khatiif ikuiiig his eapeditioii into Khorassmun. Siege, 
capture, and horrible nmssacre at Mens. £ntire de^ruetibii of ClsLt noble city« Siege 
and destruction of Neyshapdr. Siege and composition of Her&S. Absurd proceedings 
of the inhahitaiits, pr^uce a reneurai of the siege* Ultiiiiate destivctkm of the place, 
and tbe horrors ivitli urbich that event was attended. Proceedings of Jengneiz, who rc- 
rrosses the Je^hda, and Seyh6ii. And ultimately returns to hisciqvital of Kamkoruui. 
War with Sheiderku or Sheidezku, iiioiiarch of Tanjoiit. Dreadful battle and victorloiis 
progress of Jeitgueiz. Declining health warns him of his approacliing dissolution. He 
arranges the succession to his vast dominions. Further arrangements and death of that 
great conqueror. Hisnivesaiid children. Perfidious massacre of Sheiderkou and liis 
followers, in consequence of liis dying instructions. Oiigt'^i Kaaii, 1st of the successors 
of Jengueiz. Trniisactic/iis of his reign. Death of Tiily Khauu.. Restoration of Herat 
imder the instructions of Ougtai. Other instances of his benevolent character. His 
death. Vast extent of his doiniii’iuiis. Guy tig Khauii, lid of the successors of Jen- 
giieiz. PriMlomiiiaiJce of the Gliristuitis at his court. Question whether the Prester John 
of the Nestorians is not to he sought for in thisprince. He dies in the neighborhood of 
Samarkand. Manga Kaan, Hid of the succ€*ssors of Jcngiieiz, elected through the iu- 
duence of Dautu, Kiiauii of Kcptchaiik. lie. sends lliilauku towar<ls the Oxus. His 
expedition against the empire of China. In the course of which he ilies. Kublai Kaan, 
IV'th of the successors of Jengneiz. Biiihls tiic city of Kliaumbalcgli Cainbalu, or Pe- 
kin. Teymur Kaan, Vtli of the successors of Jenguri/. IJis intemperate life, and death. 
Cursory euunicratioii of these princes to Adai the XlXtii and last. 500 

CHAPTER XII. 

Six Hundred and Ft/tjf sixth to the Seven Hundred and Third of the Hidjerah, 

The history again recedes. Hulaukii Kliaun, first nf the Persian monarchs of the race of 
Jengueiz. His expedition into Syria. Proceoilings in that province, and return into 
Azerbaijani]. The Sultan of Egypt destroys his garrison at Damascus. Siege and re- 
duction of Mibfaurekein, aurl of jVlardeiii. Of Mossnle. Horrible punishment of Me- 
lek Sal ah tbe prince of Diarbek ir. Animosity between Hulauku, and his kinsman the 
Khaun of Keptebauk. Hostilities between them in Cieorgia. Part of the army of Hiil- 
auku defeated by his adversary. Mis death. Sketch of bis character. Alleged en- 
couragement of science. Observatory at Meraugliab constructed by his orders. Abaka 
Khaun, lid of the Perso-Jenguizians. Hostilitie.s continued between him and the Khaun. 
of Keptchauk. He defeats the Tcheghatiiyaiis in Khorassauo. His troops defeated in 
Syria by the Sultan of Egypt. His death. Notice of authors who flourished during Ids. 
reign. Nekfidaur, entitled .Sultan Ahmed, Hid of the Peme-Jenguizians. Emimees 
MalioHimedi«m. Is opposed by Shazadali Arghhii. whom be defeats and takes pris- 
oner. Arghun is enlarged from imprisonment by a conspiracy. Sultan Ahmed abiin*> 
doned by bis followers.. Betrayed into the hands of his coinpetitor, and finally put to. 
deatiu Arghun Khaun, IVth of tbe Perso Jciiguizians. Transactions of his reign.. 
Saud-ud-dotilah, ajew, appointed prime minister. His successful administration. Be- 
comes intoxicated with his good fortune. Put to death hy a conspiracy of tbe Anieirs» 
during the illness of Arghun Khaun. Death of that monarch. KeykhautA, or Oiii\jau- 
ku Khaun, Vth «>f the Perso-Jenguizians. Suppresses all cq>posiUon to his authority*. 
His inconsistent character* Expedient of bank notes, to supply his esLhausted treasury* 

Produces an icsurrection atTebreiz. The expedient is abandoped. Hi& adulterous. 
eaLcesses occasion a conspiracy against his government* lie is seized in his camp and; 
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put ie 4e»tli bp the conspiratoni* Bhidh Khaao# Vlth of the Pme-Jenguimns. His 
slnMt wgB ttuddeaHi. iSultan MehmoBEied GheeBU VJIth of Ibe Perso j^nguizians; His 
early history. Contests. And himl reconeilsetimi w^ilk Ameir NoroUz. lie engegtfs to 
becouio a convert to Mahomnied^m. Marches into.^zerbaiiaini to assert iais claim to 
the e^upreme power. . Accomaiodafion with Biiidu kimua, which. .teriainates unpropiti- 
ously. He publicly embraces IViahofniuedismA. ' Mnrcltes aircsh towards Azeriwjaun. 
COfiture and death of Baidu Kbaun, and final jaccessioti of Ghazan Khaim. MiucMr ar- 
rangejneots. Invasion of Kborassaun by ^ the Tcheglmtayano^ repelled by Norouz. 
Conspiracy against that chieftain^ gnd against Iilh laaster wfeated. Unjust charge of 
treason preferred agaiite»t Norouz. ' In cousef|uence of which he dies to Herat. Wliere 
lie is idtiiuately. betrayed to his enemies, and put to death. DeprechitiQUs of the Niko- 
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CHAP. 1. ,, 

I T may perhaps he made a question, whether it Is not a circumstance A. H. 132. 

favorable to the peace, though not to the civil liberties of mankind, 
that ill most instances, the foundation of a new dinasty should be 
r rdaiiied by providence to be laid in blood : since to this it may 
be owing that, in general, the best and wisest men shall be reconciled 
to laln.)ur on under the more endurable evils and inconveniences of 
des.])otism and arbitrary power, rather than encounter the horrors and 
atrocities of revolutionary madness. But whatever lessons w’e may 
derive from such an example, the elevation of the house of Abbas 
would ajipcar to have been attended with circumstances of sangui- 
nary ferocity, and dehberato cruelty, that have been seldom surpassed 
in the records of history ; and as it commenced in blood, so it wdll be 
found, in the sequel, to have terminated its career in the most dread- 
ful scenes of havoc and massacre. 

All}*, or as he is very frequently denominated, Abdullah; and 
surnamed Abul Abbas Seffauh, Ahiil Abbas the sanr^uinary, was the 
son of Maiiommed, the son of Ally, the son of Abdullah, the son of 
Abbas, the brpthcr of Abdtauleb, and son of Abdulmutlcb. The 
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A. H. eirente which in our former yo)ume we attempted, however inade- 
A. D. 75e. qciateSy^ to trace, having seated %his prince With audk;ient stability at 
Kholaussut- the head of the Mahommedan empire, he laboured of course with 
al-akhbaur. suitable diligence to secure the submission, and provide for the tran- 
quillity of the several cities and departments of his extensive domin- 
ions. To his uncle Abdullah the conqueror of Merwaun, he assigned 
the government of both the provinces of Syria and Egypt ; and to 
another uncle, Dhoud the son of Ally, that of Hejauz and the sacred 
cities of Mekkah and Medeinah. The troops destined fbr the siege 
of Waussit, where Yezzid the son of AmrA Hobairah had been long 
preparing for a formidable defence, were entrusted to the manage- 
ment of Abu Jaulfer, betwixt whom and his elder brother, there 
appears to have ever subsisted a confidence and cordiality, in similar 
circumstances, not often paralleled. Abu Jauffer was accompanied 
on this service by Hussuii Kohtbah, in conjunction with whom he 
AntTL Abbas proceeded in due time tO the reduction of Waussit; which had been 
KhaUf'of'ibe some years considered the capital of Irak, and contained within 
house of Ab- its walls perhaps the last hopes of the house of Ommeyah. When 
****• he had, however, by a gallant resistance, for eleven months protracted 

the fate of the place, the grandson of Hobairah received intt'dinence 
of the death of Merivaun, and determined to capitulate with his 
besiegers. On a solemn promise from Abu Jauffer, of indemnity for 
himself and bis garrison, he accordingly put that prince in possession 
of the city, and was with other chieftains of his party, enrolled 
among the troops of the house of Ablias : but being soon afterwards 
detected by Abu Jauffer in a clandestine attempt to excite revolt 
against the reigning government, it w'as not difficult to obtain from 
Abiil Abbas, an order to authorize his destruction ; and he was 
accordingly put to death with the greater part of his principal asso- 
ciates to the number of forty persons ; of whom Abdurraihman th» 
son of Beshir, and Mficyen the son of Zaydah, were indeed the only 
individuals suffered to escape. 

Abul Abbas had in the mean time, at an .early period of his govern- 
ment, signalized his unsparing vengeance against the vanquished 
race of Ommeyah. At Damascus in particular, his uncle Abdullah 
proceeded by his instructions, to cut off every distinguished member 
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of that now unhappy faniily, that he could lay his hands on; and it a. II. 133. 

is stated that, on one occasion, the' mutilated carcases of seventy of A. l>.*7oO. 

these chiefs who had been beaten to death with clubs, were laid one K'loiaussut- 

iil-akhbattjr» 

upon another, covered over with a slight carpeting, and thus 
constructed into a kind of platform, on which, with a barbarity truly 
savage, the governor of Damascus seated himself to partake of a 
sumptuous repast, and to celebrate the triumph of his party. 

When there ^vere no further living victims to satiate the spirit of 
revenge, he proceeded to violate the repositories of the dead. The 
sepulchres of all the princes of the house of Ommeyah, that of Omar 
the son of Abdulazziz alone excepted, were immediately broke open, 
and their contents burnt to ashes and scattered to the winds. The 
body of llashaum the son of Abdulmelek, which had not yet suffered 
dissolution, was treated with particular and unavailing indignity ; 
after which it was burnt like those of the rest, and the ashes con- 
signed to the winds of heaven. The same vindictive scenes were 
also exhibited at !Mossul, where an indiscriminate slaughter of the 
friends and adherents of Merwaun was carrvinjr on under the direc- 
tions of Yaheva the son of Allv ; another of the relatives of Abul 
Mibas, wliv> may therefore be considered to have established ample 
claim to the appellation of sanguinar\ . 

Neither was this prince disposed to forget the designs originally 
entertained in favor of the descendants of Fautima, by Abu Selmah 
Jellauly, ami the consetpient delay to his own elevation, which 
those designs were siij>j>osed to have produced. This personage he 
therefore also determined to destroy on the first fair occjision. But 
as it was a measure which might be attended with some inconveni- 
ence, unless it >vere sanctioned by the previous concurrence of Abu 
^losslcm, the Khalif resolved on dispatching his brother Abu Jauffer 
into Khorassaun ; at the same time to receive that powerful chieftain's 
pledge of allegiance, and to sound his inclinations on the subject. 

On his arrival at McrA, Abu Jauffer experienced from Abu Mosslem 
the reception which was due to the representative of his sovereign ; 
and obtained from him without difficulty, the paishkesh, or customary 
presents, in testimony of allegiance. After the interval of a few days, 

Abfi Jauffer explained, at a private interview with Abu Mosslem, 
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A. H. 198. ttie further objects oif his mission, and obtained from him thb 
A. D. 751. declaration, that both he and AbA Selmah being each of them the 
slaves of AbAl Abbas, there could be no question, that for any trans- 
gression of duty, either would be equally liable to the punishment of 
death. Haying thus successfully accomplished every necessaiy 
object of his visit, AbA Jauffer returned to KAfah. When, accord- 
ing to tlie oriental phrase, his arrival and the execution of Abu 
Selmah, were the business of the same instant of time. Others, 
however,* state that Abul Abbas put a period to this obnoxious per- 
sonas existence, previous to the arrival of his brother. 

It is perhaps of little importance to be told, that in the regular 
order of events, the journey of AbA Jauffer into Khorassaun should 
properly have preceded the siege and reduction of Waussit. But it 
is something material to observe, that while AbA Jauffer resided at 
MerA on this occasion, AbA Mosslein on some slight pretext or 
other, caused Suliman Kesheir, one of his oldest and most faithful 
associates, to be put to death in the very presence of his princely 
visitor ; w ho did not fail to derive from the circumstance an impres- 
sion of resentment and displeasure, which w'as never obliterated. 
And it is further said,* that when on his return to KAfah, his bro- 
ther demanded, what he had remarked in AbA Mosslein, he replied 
that he had found in him the haughtiest of tyrants ; and that he had 
reason to suspect that, wbile Abu Mosslem lived, he must submit to 
lead but a contemptible and abject sort of existence. He cautioned 
him at the same time to lodge these hints in his own bosom, until 
he should have an opportunity of judging, from personal observation, 
of the character of that able and warlike chieftain. 

On the death of DAoud the son of Ally, in the course of the year 
A D 7^ hundred and thirty-three, the government of Hejauz was con- 
ferred by AbAl Abbas on his maternal uncle Zeiaud, the son of Obai- 
dullah ; and in the course of the year following, he removed 
his court from KAfah to Ambaur on the Euphrates, the ancient store 
house of the kings of Persia ;* and there laid the foundation of Medei- 
nab Hashmiab, the city of the Hashemites. 

• Tauikb Tebiy, 



Ifi the yetf one hundred and thirty^five, a revolt against the A. H. ise. 
anthority of Abfl Mosslem took place in the provinces beyond the A.D.?»8. 
Oxus, under Zeiaud the son of Salah ; but AbA Mosslem in person K^K^ussut- 
conducting an army against the insolvents, their general disappeared, 
and taking refuge in the cottage of one of the native peasantry, the 
latter to ensure himself against the resentment of the victorious 
jmrty put his guest to death, and conveyed his head to the con- 
queror. Soon after he had re-established his authority on this occa- 
sion, Abli Mosslem, during the year one hundred and thirty-six, 
proceeded towards Arabia, on the design of a pilgrimage to Mekkah. 

Hepairiiig first to the court of Abul Abbas, he there experienced the 
most favorable and distinguished reception, although AbA JaufiTer 
exerted all the influence in his power to persuade his brother to put 
him to death. 13ut refusing to confer upon Abu Mosslem the appoint- 
ment of general of the pilgrims, on the plea of a previous application 
from AbA Jauffer, the Khalif incurred, notwithstanding, the resent- 
ment of AbA Mosslem to a very violent degree ; the latter complain- 
ing to his friends, that AbAl Abbas and his brother, generally 
residing on the spot, or near it, were never without a convenient 
opportunity of performing their devotions in the sanctuary of the 
Kaaubah; and that it would have become them, for this year at 
least, to assign to him the charge for which he had solicited. This 
produced, however, no alteration in the arrangement ; and both AbA 
Juufler and AbA Mosslem departed for Mekkah with impressions 
mutually unfavorable towards one another. But as AbA Mosslem 
had provided two hundred camels for the conveyance of his kitchen 
equipage alone, and he took care to precede his rival a days journey 
during the whole of the march, most of the convoy of pilgrims availed 
themselves twice a day of a plentiful repast, to which they were pub- 
licly invited by the officers of that general. By a similar course of os- 
tentatious liberality at the close of the visitation, in clothing great num- 
bers of the pilgrims from distant quarters, and the whole ofthose employed 
in the ministry of the sacred places, and by other proofs of munifi- 
cence beyond all ordinary precedent, AbA Mosslem acquired on this 
occasion the title of Ameir in fact, while they bestowed on AbA 
Jauffer that only of Ameir in name. 



A. H. 136. 
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Kliolaussut* 


However^ w hile bia brother was engaged in the pilgrimage ta Meic-' 
kah en this occasion, the Khalif Abhl Abba^ -sickened and died. 
His death appears ta have been hastened by the following very 
trifling circumstance, which otherwise than as a record of God’s dis< 
pleasure 'against the indulgence of personal vanity, would be scarcely 
w'o^th the relation, lie was, it seems, reckoned the handsomest man 
of the age in which he lived : and one day contemplating the graces 
of his person as he stood before a mirror in one of his apartments, he 
could not forbear exclaiming, that he was indeed, as S^liman the son 
of Abdulmfelek had once pronounced him, the ver}' prince or paragon 
of youth and beauty ; and as he concluded with a fervent eja- 
culation, that heaven might give him health and length of days in 
the enjoyment of all his singular advantages, he had scarcely closed 
the sentence, when he overheard one of his domestics observe to 
another, “ there remains betwixt thee and me only the period of two 
“ months and five days.” These words were immediately applied by 
the Khalif to his OAvn destiny, and he expressed his humble resigna- 
tion to God’s providence. In a few days afterwards he sickened of 
a fever, which breaking out in a pestilential or putrid eruption over 
his whole body, caried him off, at the age of forty-two, on the thir- 
teenth of the month of Zilhudjc ;* precisely sixty-five days from the 
period at ivliich he had noted tlic observation of the slave. 

Calculating from the period of his nomination and election by the 
ihhabitants of Kufali, this prince may be stated to have filled the 
throne of the Khalifs for four years, seven months, and eleven or 
twelve days : but from the death of Mervvaun his reign would appear 
to occupy an exact period of four years. His character, if we are to 
credit the representation of some historians, f was that .of a lilieral, 
benevolent, and able prince, although the dreadful effusion of blood, 
which preceded his accession to the sovereign dignity, hath acquired 
for him the odious appellation of Seflauh. In the early part of his 
r^gign the functions of the vizzaurut, or ministry of state, were dis- 
charged by Abfi Selraah Jellaul ; but when this person wa9 put tgt 
^ieath, the office was copaigned to Yaheya the son. of Kbaled, of that 

* 8tli of June, 754. 

fTarikh gtbeidali, aod Buumaguty, or Fioaoketj. 
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race of Barmek ; and it is therefore (h>m this period that we are pro- A. H. IM. 
perfy to date the infl uence of that celebrate family. As one method to A. D. 764. 
establish the sanctity of his authority, Ab^i Abbas procured the man- 
tie ofthe prophet for the sumoffourhundreddinaurs;*andthisprecious 
relique became, as might have been expected, in after times, one of 
the most venerated articles in the regalia of the Khalifs. 

Ul Munsur Billah, ( Dei gratia victor) AbA Jauftier the son of 
Mahommed, second Khalif of the house of Abbas, received on his 
return from Mekkah, at the station of Zaut ul Urrek,* the intelli- 
gence of his brother’s death, and immediately suspending his march 
until he had been joined at that station by Abd Mosslem, he com- 
municated to that chief the information which had reached him. 

By a stretch of confidence which, adverting to recent circum- 
stances, may appear perhaps extraordinary, he urged the expediency of 
his proceeding without delay to Kufab, there to exert his influence 
in preserving the tranquillity and securing the attachment of that 
part of the empire ; and with a dispatch, which on his side at least 
bespoke sincerity, Abft Mosslem at the head of ten thousand horse, ^ 

hastened accordingly to Khfah ; where Eissa the son of Mussa, a lid 

collateral descendant ofthe race of Abbas, and the cousin german of Khalif. 

Ul Munsfir was, at the same time, industriously employed in calling 
upon the people to support his own pretensions to the Khelaufut. 

The arrival of Ab6 Mosslem however suddenly disconcerted all his 
ambitious designs, the inhabitants of Kfifah immediately testifying 
their attachment to the party of that popular chieftain ; and Ul Mun- 
sur repairing shortly afterwards to the spot, Eissa quietly submitted ; 
and atoning, by all the apologies which he could ofier, for his recent 
hostile attempt, he experienced from that monarch a degree of cle- 
mency in the remission of his offences, for which, from the contempla- 
tion of former precedents, he had perhaps but little reason to hope. 

Ul Munshr appears to have considered his authority now estab- 
lished upon pretty secure foundations ; when occurrences in Syria 
arose, which threatened to produce an agitation yet sufficient to cast 
him from his throne. His uncle Abdullah the governor of Damas- 

* 229/. 3f. 4</. fOr Zautul Erek, oot fur from Mekkah. 



9 


A. H. 13G. 
A. O. 7&4. 

Kliolaustiit* 

ui-«U»b«ur. 


C119, was no sooner apprized of the death of Abyl Abbas, tl^an ho 
proceeded to assemble the inhabitants of that city And territory ; and 
to them declared, that at the period when Abill Abbas proposed to 
send an army in pursuit of Merwaun, he publicly announced that 
whoever of the descendants of Abbas would undertake to conduct 
the enterprize, to the final destruction of the fugitive monarch, should 
be considered after himself, the next in succession to the empire ; 
that he was the person by whom such enterprize u'as undertaken 
and achieved to its consummation, was a circumstance too fresh in 
their recollection to require on his part any further argument to de- 
monstrate ; but at all events, when coupled with the previous 
formal declaration of the deccsised prince, that it was sufficient to au- 
thorize the assertion which he now made, and wasdetermined to main- 
tain, that the Khelaufut was in justice devolved to himself. The 
Syrian nobles, and such of the troops of Khornssaun as were present 
at Damascus at this period, did not hesitate on hearing such a de- 
claration to pledge their allegiance to Abdullah ; who was enabled 
soon afterwards, at the head of a powerful army, to proceed to Ilarran 
in upper ^lesopotainia, the governor of which, he prevailed upon to 
enter into a treaty. At that place, however, he put no less than 
seventeen thousand of the natives of Khorassaun to death, from an 
apprehension, that, on the first opportunity they would not fail to 
go over to Abu Mosslem. Trom Jlaran he hastened shortly after- 
wards to Nisselx’in ; in the neighbourhood of which, in a camp which 
he immediately surrounded with intrenchments, he determined to 
abide the decision of his claims with the troops of U1 Munsdr, l»y 
this time in motion from all quarters to oppose him. 

In effect, Ahfi Mosslem, though already doomed to perish the- 
moraent his services were no longer considered necessary, had been 
dispatched by LT MunsCir, at the bead of a numerous force, to give 
battle to his uncle. Appearing accordingly in due time before the 
intrenchments o? Abdullah, and after experiencing a resistance of 
five months, the fortune of that invincible general was once more 
.triumphant. Towards the end of the last month of Jummaudy of tlie 
year one hundred and thirty-seven,* he succeeded in forcing thea^ 

* December, A. D. 7o4. 



9 


intrenchments ; although Abdullah contrived to make his escape to 
Bassorah, at this period under the government of his brother Sdliman. 
Here he continued for some time in concealment ; but the rays of Ui 
Munsftr's intelligence penetrating to his retreat, he was ultimately sent 
for by that prince, and confined to a building, the foundations of which 
had been laid in salt. At the expiration of a few days the Khalif 
caused the site of tlie building to be inundated in the course of the 
night, and the foundations giving way on the dissolution of the salt, 
the walls suddenly fell in, and the unfortunate Abdullah was thus 
buried in the ruins. 

As soon as he was apprized of Abfi Mosslem’s victory, an agent 
had been employed by Ul Munsur to take chaigc of the booty which 
had been thus acquired by the success of his general; a circumstance 
which, though conformable to the usage of the most flourishing 
periods of the Khelaufut, gave to that general the highest offenee ; 
and he did not scruple to declare very publicly, and with the strongest 
expressions of indignation, that after having had the blood of so many 
thousands so long at his disposal, he w'as at a loss to conceive what 
could have happened to render his integrity suspected, where their 
more property was concerned. This, in addition to former arguments 
of displeasure, contributed to hasten the crisis of those jealousies 
which had for some time subsisted between this haughty and power- 
ful chieftain, and his sovereign ; who is also affirmed to have been long 
on the watch for an opportunity to destroy the acknowledged 
instrument of his elevation. However that may be, the irritations 
which continually arose, on the subject of the booty at Nissebein, at 
length determined Abu Mosslem, with intentions which could not 
well be misunderstood, and without the Khalifs permission, to with- 
draw into Khorassaun. The departure of his general seems to 
have awakened at the same time, in Ul Munsfir some very alarming 
apprehensions: andhe immediately sent letters to him, toannounce that 
he had conferred upon him the government of Syria and Egypt, and to 
urge him to proceed without delay, to take possession of those im- 
portant provinces. To such letters, however, he paid but little 
attention, continuing his journey without halting until he came to 
the city of Rai : where he was overtaken by Abu flameid Merurou- 
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A. H. 18 T. dy, dispatched afresh by U1 Muns6r, by eveiy possible intreaty to 
A. P. 765. nfgg jjjjj, {Q rctuin. 

^bolaussut- These would however probably have produced but little impression 
ebakbbaur. him, were it not for some other important considerations obtruded 

upon him at the same time. For at such a crisis, gained over by the 
promises or threats ofUlMuns{ir,AbiiDiioud,whom he had so recently 
left in charge of Khorassaun, also wrote to him to suggest the expedi* 
ency of submitting to the Khalif’s authority, in terms which clearly 
indicated, that, if he persisted in his present design, he should oppose 
his entrance into that province with all his force : so that embarrassed 
on every side, Abil Mosslem was at last constrained to reconcile himself 
to the alternative of rej^airing to the presence of U1 Munsiir, rather than 
confide to the dubious purposes of an ungratcfal dependant. But 
before he took his final resolution on this subject, AhCi Isshack the 
Merfizite, one of his friends, was dispatched to the court of U1 Mun- 
sur, to discover as far as possible, how that prince was disposed to 
treat him. The messenger returned in a short time, and assured 
him that he could not perceive in the Khalif’s demeanor, any 
circumstance that did not bespeak the kindest and most favorable 
disposition towards him. On which, in spite of the pressing and 
urgent solicitations of many of his more discerning friends to the 
contrary, he took his final departure for Rumiah of Mediyein, 
at this period the residence of U1 Munsur. 

On his arrival in the neighbourhood of Rdmiah, a numerous assem-* 
blage, consisting of every distinguished individual of the race of 
Hashem, that could be collected on the spot, hastened by the direc- 
tions of U1 Munsfir to do honor to Abb Mosslem ; and by these he 
was conducted with extraordinary pomp and ceremony to the 
presence of that monarch, by whom he was embraced with every 
appearance of cordiality, and with every expression of favor and 
benignity. Four days, however, subsequent to this apparently cor- 
dial reception, when Abb Mosslem repaired on his customary visit 
to the palace, the Khalif, rather unexpectedly, began to recount the 
instances of offence, which on different occasions he had experienced 
from tho man, who had vindicated,* with such signal success, tha 
f Silfaebnil Diiwa^ tbc tide usually bestowed upon him. 
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preearioufl blaims of the house of Abbas, Evciy apology, every 
argument, which Ab& Mosslem made use of, either to justify or 
excuse himself, seemed to aggravate rather than assuage the resent- 
ment of U1 MunsOr ; until at last, as if his indignation had carried 
him beyond all bounds, the Khalif struck his hands together, when 
at this preconcerted signal, Othman the son of Neheik and three other 
captains, who had lain concealed for the purpose, suddenly rushed 
Upon AbU Mosslem, and as he was totally unprepared for defence, 
very soon dispatched him with their scimitars. The body was then 
W'rapped up in a coarse mantle, and left in the corner of the apart- 
ment, where it was exhibited by U1 Munsur to his courtiers, as they 
alternately entered ; and the greater part of whom, either from appre- 
hensions of his power, or from the austerity of his temper, and the 
imperiousness of his manners, had long since conceived so great a 
dislike for the fallen chief, that they , appeared rather disposed to 
rejoice at, than lament his premature destruction. 

This, on W ednesday the twenty-fifth of the month of Shsbaun, in 
the year one hundred and thirty seven,* was the fate of Abh Mosslem, 
at the early age of thirty-seven, and when he had held the government 
ofKhorassaun fora period of eight years and some months ; neither 
the magnitude of his past services, nor the contemplation of future 
advantages to be derived from his acknowledged talents and valour, 
being sufficient to screen him from the jealous fears, and ultimate 
vengeance of a despotic sovereign. But it seems to be without 
question, that his power was already far too extensive for any sub- 
ject, and that he had designs in meditation subversive to that author- 
ity, which lie had so long and successfully laboured to establish. 
This last consideration alone, will form with many a sufficient 
apology for that act of severe and anticipated vengeance under which 
he fell. In other respects, if, as is generally supposed, blood must have 
blood, the life of Abh Mosslem could not have been expected to have 
terminated otherwise than in a violent death. Exclusive of those 
who perished in the field of battle, the number of whom, according 
to our author, can alone be estimated by him whoknows all secrets, and 
who is the infallible judge of truth, not less than six hundred thousand 
persons are positively stated to have been put to death by this celc- 

* February 12fli, A. D. T&5. 
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A. H. 1S7. brated warrior. His eventful story has been wrought intO' a very 
A. D. 755. interesting romance entitled the Abu Mosslem Namah,* well known 
Khoiauasut- in the east, and in Avhich, in the tissue of extravagant adventure, 
ul^hbaur. wtjich it is frequently overcharged, many surprising truths have 

doubtless been interwoven. 

There resided at this period in the province of Khorassaun, a person 
of the Magian superstition, whose name w'as Scnb&d, originally of 
Neyshapur ; and who, notwithstanding his 2eal and attachment for 
the worship of fire, had been long enrolled among the followers of 
Abfi M osslcm, of whose favor he appears to have enjoyed so great a share 
as to have rendered himself of considerable importance among the 
natives of that province. On intelligence of the death of liis patron, 
this person availed himself of the circumstance, to promote his own 
ambitious designs ; and having seduced a great multitude not only of 
his own, but of the Mahommedan religion, to join his standard, he 
proceeded at their head to give buttle to Abu Obaidah ; an officer 
who then commanded at llai on the part of U1 Munsfir, and whom he 
defeated, making captives of vast n.unibers of Mussulman families 
that fell into his hands in consequence of his victory. This mjcccss- 
ful outset gave encouragement to the idle and disaffected to joiji him 
from all quarters, and his force was soon augmented to one hundrtxl 
thousand men. U1 Munsur did not however delay to employ a power- 
ful division of his troops to suppress the dangerous insurrection ; 
neither did the insurgent on his part seem disposed to decline the 
contest, lie hastened from Riii to meet the troops of the Khelaufut, 
and in some part of the intervening desert came to an aclion with 
them, in which he was, in his turn, totally defeated, lie never- 
theless escaped from the field of battle into Tebristaun, where he 
sought the protection of the .Sepahbed, or prince of that inaccessible 
territory. Here his short lived can'cr was destined to terminate. 
The laws of hospitality were withheld from, the rebel who had con- 
tended unsuccessfully against established power ; he was pnt to 

• A very fine copy of the work here alJuded to, ivas transferred by the in liter of these 
pages, at Surat, about the year 1794, to Mr. Peter l}ruU^. the then (Crunch, resident 
probably now iuthe National library at Paris^ 
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dc'ath by the Sepabbed, with all the associates of his flight, and their 
heads were transmitted to U1 Munsflr, 

An incalculable booty, consisting of a great part of the treasures of 
Abu Mosslem, and of others who had been the partners of his victor- 
ies, having, however, on the defeat of the magian, fallen into the 
hands of Jumhour, the successful general of U1 Munsur's troops, 
that monarch, impelled either by his necessities, or avarice, once more 
put the tranquillity of his government to hazard, by demanding that 
the captured property should be surrendered to his agents. Such a 
demand was in this instance again considered injurious and oppres- 
sive, and Jumhour immediately prepared to resist the authority from 
whence it had proceeded. But UI Munsur being early apprized of 
these hostile designs, endeavoured by the most vngwous measures to 
crush them in their birth. In the year one hundred and thirty-eight, 
Mahommod, one of the descendants of Aishauth the son of Kevss 
was appointed to chastize the author of this fresh rebellion, and 
accordingly hastened towards R?u. Jumhour had however aband- 
oned that place, and fled towards Xsfahaun, of which he obtained 
possession ; but being thither pursued by a detachment of Mahoin- 
lued’s troops, ho continued his flight, taking the direction of Azerbay- 
jap ; during which, some of his associates tired at last with these 
unprofitable and distressful peregrinations, seized tlie person of their 
leader, and cut him to pieces with their swords. 

In the course of the year one hundred and thirty-nine, Abdurraih- 
man, one^f the sons of the Khalif Ilashaum cflected his escape into 
MughreH; the coast of Africa, westward of Egypt, so called ; and hav- 
ing obtained possession of several cities in that territory, succeeded in 
creating for himself an independent sovereignty, which in defiance of 
the power of the house of Abbas, coutuiued in his family for nearly 
two centuries afterwards. 

Ul Munsur had now re-establislred hrs court at Medeiiiah Tlashc' 
miah, the city founded by his brother, either on the site of Anbaur, 
or iiiimcdiatc'ly in the neighbourhood of that place : when, in the year 
one hundred and forty, he became exposed to considerable danger 
from the insurrection of the lloundiah, of whom, our nariatiw 
furnishes us with the following brief particulars. Their founder^ 
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A. H. 140. whose name was Abdullah Rowendah, and from 'whom of course 
A. D. 757. they derived the designation by which they are here distinguishedf 
Kholaussut- originally, one of the agents employed in Khorassaun, to pro- 
mote and vindicate the claims of the house of Abbas ; but engaging 
in some violent dispute with Abii Mosslem, he was, with the majors - 
ity of his followers, put to the sword by that sanguinary chieK 
Great numbers of the party escaping, however, to diifcrent quarters, 
and having been subsequently relieved from their apprehensions by the 
death oi their most formidable adversary, they issued about this period 
from their hiding places, and rendered thbmselves singularly conspi- 
cuous at Medcinah Hashemiah, by an impious attempt to obtrude 
upon U1 Munsur the assumption of divine honors. For this purpose 
passing in procession round the Khalif* s palace, they audaciously pro- 
claimed that he was “the Lord and preserver of the universe.” 
But U1 Munsur, on informatioa of the blasphemous proceeding, 
having seized the persons of about one hundred of the ringlead- 
ers, and conveyed them to prison, the remainder of these infatuated 
miscreants, became so exasperated by the measure, that they imme- 
diately rushed into the opposite extreme ; they announced that since 
U1 Munsdr disdained the honors which they had ofiered him, they 
would destroy him, and exalt for themselves another deity. M'ith 
this impious resolution they appeared before the prison gates in 
great crouds, preceded by an empty TabAt, or shrine, or coftin ; and 
having enlaiged their chiefs, proceeded in the same tumultuous array 
towards the palace, in order to carry into execution t^ir future 
design against tli eperson of U1 Munsdr. That prince had,%owever, 
received intelligence of the danger ; and throwing himself on the back 
of a mule, hastened at the head of a very slender escort to oppose 
the insurgents. In the mean time, Mucyun the son of Zaydah, 
formerly noticed to have escaped from the siege of Waussit, and 
whose courage and liberality rendered his name as provbrbial with 
his contemporaries, as those of Rfistum and Hautem, most unexpect- 
edly assailed the fanatical multitude, and .compelled them to disperse^ 
in every direction ; and being also attacked from the other side by 
the guards of the palace, they were for the most part finally cut to 
pieces. An exertion of courage so seasonable on the part oi' a pro- 



15 


scribed individual, snch as MAeyun, made the deepest impression on a. il. 140. 

the Khalif*s gratitude ; and of this he gave a solid and distinguished A. D. 

proof in the government of Yemen, which was immediately conferred Khoiaussut- 
, , " , ul-akubaur. 

upon the object of that gratitude. 

In this place we are called upon to observe, that an attempt to 
detail, in a regular series, and under their respective dates, such a 
multiplicity of events, as distinguished the reign of TJl Munsdr, 
would swell what was originally designed as an abridgment to the 
most tedious prolixity. The author announces therefore, his inten- 
tion to confine the narrative, in future, to such circumstances as 
may appear essentially important, or worthy of record. To this our 
readers will probably subscribe tlieir cheerful concurrence. But if, 
after all, the selection should not always prove the happiest, we can 
only urge in apology, modes of thinking and acting widely diflerent 
from our own ; and that difiusioif of light, which has subsequently 
contributed to enlarge the conceptions of mankind, in climates more 
congenial to the growth of a just, though frequently fastidious criti- 
cism ; of that criticism, which in the absence of intuitive judgment, 
will sometimes lead us to discriminate, and seize on such objects 
alone as are best calculated for the instruction and example of future 
ages. 

A disposition decidedly hostile, had, it seems on many occasions, A. H. 145 . 
betrayed U1 Munsfir into acts of severity and violence, towards the 
descendants of Ally and Fautima ; and the slightest suspicion being 
with him • sufficient to justify the seizure and confinement of their 
persons, fiis prisons became ultimately crouded with the most distin- 
guished individuals of that ever persecuted and unfortunate family. 

By these accumulated injuries goaded beyond forbearance it was 
that, in the last month of Juinmaudy,* of the year one hundred and 
forty-five, Mahommed the son of Abdullah, a grandson of Imaum 
Hussun’s, and one of the most exalted in reputation among the stock 
of the Seyuds, at length displayed the standard of revolt in Hejauz ; 
and having put to death all the officers of U1 Munsfir*s government, 
and made himself master of the sacred cities of Mekkah and Medei- 
aah, his authority -was immediately acknowledged by the family of 

f September, 7G2, 
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A. H. 137. the prophet, and generally throughout the whole province. But 
A. D. 756. Mussa, a cousin german of UI Munsur’s, hastetiing 

on intelligence of the insurrection, by orders of that prince, at the 
head of a respectable force, towards Medeinah, a series of hostilities 
commenced under the walls of that city, between him and Ma- 
hommed the Fautimite, and continued with equal destruction to 
both parties, until the fourteenth of the month of Rainzaun,* on which 
day, having been abandoned by his followers, the loader of the insur- 
gents sought and obtained, what appears to have been the peculiar 
lot of his family, the crown of martyrdom. The authority of Ul 
Munsfir, was hence re-established without further difficulty or opposi- 
tion. But on the first day of the same month of Ramzaun,')' Ibrauhitn 
the brother of Mahommed had also appeared at the head of a formid- 
able insurrection at Bassorah, which for some time seemed to threaten 
the most serious consequences. Soffeyan the son ofMauweiah, who 
presided over the province on the part of Ul Munsur, at first secured 
himself in the palace of government ; but being ultimately compelled 
to capitulate, the affairs of Ibrauhiin obtained such an ascendancy, 
that the force which assembled round his standard, soon accumulated 
to a total, which was little short of one hundred thousand mi n. 

The alarm of Ul Munsur, on intelligence of this formidable revolt, 
was not diminished by the knowledge that bis armies were at the 
same period distributed through the different j)rovinces of the empire, 
at no small distance from each other ; and though the report of his 
brother’s fate, which reached Ibrauhim on the twenty seventh of the 
month, for a moment seemed to stagger the expectations of that 
insurgent, it was nevertheless boldly resolved in a council of war, 
to advance directly towards Iv^ufah, at this period the abode of Ul 
Munsur. Such a movement was not calculated to allay the appre- 
hensions of the latter ^ hut Eissa the son of Mfissa, and Hameid the 
son of Kohtbah, both returning at the very crisis of his fate, with the 
troops which had been engaged against the insurrection in Hejauz, 
they were immediately dispatched to oppose Ibrauhim. In ate action 
which shortly afterwards took place with the insurgents, the troops 


* Decemfier 5tli, A. D. 702. 


■t November 22n<l, A. D« 702. 
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of U1 Munsflr were however defeated ; but those of Ihrauhim too 
fiitally intent upon plunder and the slaughter of the flying enemy, 
were themselves unexpectedly attacked in the rear, by Jauffer, and 
Mahommed, both of the race of Abbas, and in their turn thrown 
into irretrievable confusion : and that part of the army ofUl Mun- 
siir which had apparently fled from the field of battle, suddenly 
turning upon their pursuers, completed the consternation ; during 
which, Ibrauhim having received an arrow-shot in the throat, he 
immediately fell ; and his head being as usual struck off by the 
conquerors, they returned in triumph to the presence of U1 
Miinsilr. 

In the mean time the insurrection of the Roundiah had long since 
given to I’l Munsur an entire aversion to continue his abode at 
jVIedeinah Ilasherniah : and he had in consequence directed his 
architects, in the coiirse of the year one hundred and forty-five, to 
find out some convenient spot for the construction of a new city. 
On a very minute and careful survey, their selection ultimately fixed 
on the place now occupied by the “ city of peace,” the present 
nielropolis ofliaghdad : a spot which is at the same time observed, 
to have been covi'red with habitations,* at a period of very remote 
antiquity. U1 Munsur having in person approved of the situation, and 
the astrologers having chosen an auspicious period for the commence- 
ment of their labours, the architects proceeded without delay to trace 
the foundation of this c<>lebrated capital. The attention of the 
Khalif being, however, rather seriously attracted by the hostilities 
in ■which his troops were about the same time engaged with the 
descendants of Ally and I’autima, the progress of the work w'as con- 
siderably retarded this vear. Rut his mind was no sooner relieved 
%/ » 

by the triumphant termination of those disturbances, than he resumed 
the execution of his favorite design, and in the course of the year 
forty-six, brought it to a conclusion. 

The site of this renowned metropolis is perhaps already too well 
known to require from us a more particular specification. AVe shall 

* Tlic ruins of the ancient Selcucia. 
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A. R. 140. only remark here, that although originally erected on the Mesopota* 
A, D. 703. or right side of the Tigris, we may in the course of the narrative 

Khoiaussut-. sometimes led to think that the imperial residence, with the principal 

" ' part of the population, was occasionally shifted to different sides of the 
river, as the approach of danger or insult from east or west might 
render such a transit expedient. From the report of modern travel- 
lers, we however find that, in the year 1774 at least, the citadel and 
the fai greater part of the town, with the seat of the government, 
continued about four hundred miles* above Bassorah, on the left 
bank of the just mentioned river, where it is from two hundred to 
two hundred and fifty yards wide, according to the lesser or greater 
curvature of the bridge ; and where, in the middle of the month of 
June, when it is supposed to be at the highest, it gives a depth of 
forty-six feet, with a current of seven miles an hour, at the centre 
of the bridge of boats ; and fourteen feet six inches, with a current 
of one mile and a half an hour, from the thirtieth of September to the 
twentieth of October, when the river is considered at the lowest, 
With respect to the name, if that indeed were of any importance, 
there appears to exist some difference of opinion among etymologists ; 
according to one set of historians, there had been of old in the neigh- 
bourhood, a garden or cultivated inclosure, called Baghdad, the 
garden of justice ; while others, allege that Bugh, or Bagh. was the 
name of an idol worshipped by the ancient inhabitants, and that 
Bughdud therefore signifies “ Deodata,** the gift of Bugh. Between 
these two opinions we are left to determine for ourselves, as to that 
which accords the nearest with trutli and probability. 

We learn at the same time from the narration of another liistorian,^ 
that the materials of the ancient metropolis of Medayein, situated 
from eighteen to twenty miles lower down the Tigris, were employed 
by U1 Munsfir in the construction of his new capital; contrary to the 
advice of his nlinister Suliman the son of Khaled, of the race of 

*Tbb must be along the sinuosities of the river; otherwise the direct distance does not 
appearabove three hundred geographical miles. In Dr. Hossells’s journal thedistaiioe 
from Bassorah to Baghdad, along the Euphrates by Hella, is computed at 465 miles. 

t Vide Parsons’ travels, where the distance above Bassorah, from misprint probably, it 
stated at seven hundred miles. 


4 The compiler of the Tarikb guzeidah. 
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Barmek, who urged every argument to dissuade him from the impolicy 
of destroying one city, for the mere selfish gratification of having it 
recorded to posterity that he had built another. And that in truth 
discovering when too lute, that he had exhausted his materials, and 
incurred a prodigious cxpencc, without making any considerable 
progress towards the completion of his design, the Khalif came to a 
sudden resolution to abandon the undertaking altogether. But the 
same minister representing, that having once engaged in the work, it 
would be injurious to his fame to leave it unaccomplished, since it 
would then be objected to him as a reproach, that a former monarch 
had constructed, what he, with all his boasted power, was unable to 
demolish ; he resumed the execution of his plan. Nevertheless at the 
intreaty of Svdiman, the palace of Medayein, or at least a part of it, 
Avas left entire, to serve as a memorial to posterity of the divine mis- 
sion of the prophet, his illustrious relative ; the dome of it having, 
according to the belief of the Mahommedans, been cleft asunder on 
the very night which gave birth to that extraordinary person. And 
there can be little difficulty in pronouncing the lofty and magnificent 
ruin, still, or very recently, frowning in solitary majesty in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Tigris, below Baghdad, and called the Tauk-e-Kess- 
ra, or arch, or portal, or perhaps hall of Noushirvaun, to be a remnant 
of the once gorgeous abode of the ancient Persian monarchs. 

Although, from the work before us, it might appear, that the next 
tw'clve years of the reign of Ul Munsfir, passed w'ith the intervention 
of few circumstances worthy the record of history, a reference to col- 
lateral information,* will teach us nevertheless that this w'as a period 
by no means deficient in those materials w’hich usually engage the 
attention of the historian. On the eastern extremity of the empire 
in particular, the government of Khorrassaun was involved in a series 
of arduous hostilities, with the Tartars of Transoxiana, and with the 
followers of the impostor Mokinnia, who had recently disseminated his 
opinions with alarming success, along the fertile vale of Soghd. 
But as this is a subject which will claim some share of consideration 
under the succeeding reign, we may venture to attend, the author to 
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the year one hundred and fifty- eight, which terminated that of U1 
M iinsur. 

Towards the close of that year wc are informed, on the most res- 
pectable authority, that the attention of the Khalif Ul Munshr was 
forcibly arrested by an inscription on a wall, which, in two Arabic 
couplets, pretty clearly indicated that he was to prepare for the stroke 
of death. Under the impression of melancholy which took posses- 
sion of his mind, in consequence of this mysterious warning, he deter- 
mined to avail himself of the approach of the month of Zilhndje, to 
proceed on a religious visit to Mekkah, cither to dispel his apprehen- 
sions or to meet his fate. On his arrival at the well of Meymun,* 
one of the stations on the road to Mekkah, he was however seized by 
his last illness, and there expired on the night of the sixth of 
Zilhudje,*!* of the year one hundred and fifty-eiglit, at the age of about 
sixty-three : and calculating from the death of his brother, after he 
had possessed the throne of the Khalifs for a period of twenty-one 
vears and four months. The event was concealed until the ensuing 
morning, when, as the nobles and principal members of tl)e court 
hastened, according to custom, to attend their sovereign’s j)lea';nre, 
they wxTC called upon by Rebbeia the J laji b, or chamberhdij, to 
pledge their allegiance to Mehedy, who Avas abeady considen»d as 
heir apparent to the imperial dignity : to which as they assented 
without difficulty, they Avere then pe rmitted to discharge the last 
solemn duties to the iioav lifeless remains of the departed mon- 
arch. 

Of the character of Ul Munsur, Ave derivx from the Kholaussut- 
ul-akhbaur but little information, further than that his original name 
was Abdullah, and that by his extraordinary penury and aA^aricious 
qualities he acquired the unpopular appellation of DoAvauneky and 
Abu DoAvaunek, or father half-penny ; daunek being the sixth part 
of a dirhem. Whereas, Avhen unaccompanied with extortion, in a prince 
who holds the property of his subjects at command, a parsimonious 
disposition is perhaps, in the catalogue of human infirmities, that 
which possesses the strongest claim to be transplanted among the 

Beire-e-MeymAu. t October 6th, 775, 
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virtues ; in U1 Munsur however, from the motive of disinterested 
paternal tenderness tn which it is ascribed, even the odious accom- 
paiiiinent, seems by t!’e author of the Tarikh guzeidah, to be com- 
memorated with a sentiment of applause. 

Having called upon his ministers to declare without disguise, 
what it was that they perceived to be the most defective in the 
character and disposition of'his son and successor Mehedy, he learnt 
from them, in reply, that Mehedy, with every other possible virtue, 
was however deficient in one very essential quality; that which impels 
us to cultivate the love and approbation of our fellow creatures. 
I'pon this, I'l Munsur is said to have immediately and designedly 
abandoned those just and libf'ral maxims of government by which 
he hud hitherto scciirerl the affections of his people, and to have had 
recourse to siicli measures of rapacity and exaction, as by the inva- 
sion of their property, soon rendered him as much their aversion, as 
he hud formerly been their delight. When he found, however, that 
his dissolution was ajiproaching, he sent for Mehedy, and told him, 
that for his sake he had so long submitted to incur the odious impu- 
tation of tyranny, so foicign to the natural disposition of his heart ; 
that he had dt'posited among the records of the treasury, correct 
voucliers of the several exactions, which in the prosecution of this 
singular jilan he had been led to practice ; and he now therefore 
solemnly chargt d him, when his father should be no more, to make 
to the rightful and injured owners the most scrupulous restor- 
ation of the whole of their properly. Thus, by exposing himself to 
the temporary reproach and hatred of his subjects, affording to his 
son an unfailing expedient to win and secure their lasting applause 
and affection. And wc are further informed, that by an implicit 
concurrence willi these his father’s dying instructions, IMehcdy 
deservedly enjoyed the entire accomplishment of this perhaps unex- 
ampled scheme of parental solicitude. 

The last person that exercised the functions of the Vizzaurut 
under k 1 Munsur, was, according to some authorities, the above- 
mentioned Rcbbeia, here stated, to be the son of \uness, and cele- 
brated as a second llautem Tui, for his unbounded munificence and 
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liberality of spirit. The same distinction is, howerer, by othetSt 
assigned to a certain AbA AyAb, of lyhom we know nothing but 
the name. And we are finally told, that U1 MunsAr had, by difier- 
erent wives, eight sons and two daughters ; the latter by a lady 
of the race of Ommeyah. It was during the Khelaufut of U1 
MunsQr that Imaum AbA Haneifah, because he declined the office of 
Kauzy which had been proposed to him, or, as it is elsewhere im- 
probably represented, because he denied the doctrine of predestina- 
tion, was detained in that imprisonment, to which ho ultimately 
fell a victim. 





CHAP. II. 


U L Mehed Y Billah* AbA Abdullah Maliommed, son ofUlMun- 
sAr, third Khalif of the house of Abbas, repairing to Baghdad 
immediately on the death of his father, was there acknowledged in the 
latter end of the month of Zilhudje, with prompt and unanimous zeal 
by every class and description of its inhabitants. Determined to 
merit the attachment of his people, and the applause of posterity, 
this excellent prince bestowed his earliest exertions to revive the 
obsolete and neglected laws of impartial justice, and to abolish those 
corrupt and arbitrary practices, which, by generating discontent, 
resistance, and revenge, among theoppressed andinjured, have so often 
terminated in the destruction of the oppressors. With these wise 
and benevolent views he caused, in the very commencement of his 
reign, every prisoner in his dominions to be set at liberty, excepting 
such only as were under confinement for the guilt of blood, or for 
some infringement on the rights of individual property. 

We have already adverted to the imposture and insurrection of 
Mokennia, who is here said however to have commenced his revolt 
in the course ofthe year one hundred and fifty-nine. The true name 
of this extraordinary impostor is represented to have been Hukkeim 
the son of Aittau ; but being in person of a diminutive stature, with 
some disgusting deformity of countenance, he usually wore a mask 
of gold to conceal the deformity ; and became known in the world 
indiscriminately by the appellation of Berkia, and Mokennia, the 
man with the mask, though his disciples conferred upon him the 
more honorable appellative of Haushem. Having probably travelled 
in India, Mokennia presumed to usurp to himself the character of the 

* This title may perhaps be properly rendered Dti gratid Perducter, by the grace of G od, 
the guide. 
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A. H. 150. deity, supporting his pretensions, as far as our author is to be under- 
A. D. 776 . stood, on the doctrine, that Omnipotence hav’ing assumed the 
^^'^ba****' form, or become incarnate in the person of Adam, it was for this 

reason that the angels fell down and worshipped the common father 
of mankind ; that he had since become repeatedly visible in the 
persons of the prophets and philosophers, and of those exalted sover- 
eigns who had rendered themselves illustrious either by their exploits 
or their virtues; that he had recently animated the frame of the heroic 
and invincible Abb jMosslem ; and that at the present period he had 
condescended to inhabit his own frail and perishable carcase. 

Alokennia made his appearance as a legislator first at Mcru ; but 
finding probably that his imposture experienced no very favorable 
reception in that quarter, be removed in process of time into the 
territory eastward of the Oxus, where, in. an impregnable fortress, not 
far from the city of Kesh, he fixed his abode, and succeeded in 
engaging a multitude of proselytes of all descriptions ; but more par- 
ticularly among a class of people, cither then or subsequently, 
denominated the Setfaidjamahgan, from the white vestments in whieh 
they affected to clothe themselves. In order to eon firm among his 
disciples the impression of his supe.rnatnral powers, lu' is said, i)y 
his extraordinary skill in the magic art, to have framed a tdessem, or 
talisman, by moans of which he prodneed either from, or above a cer- 
tain well or deep pit, a luminous orb* in reseniblane(* like the full 
moon, and which, for the space of two whole months continued every 
night tocast itslustreto the distance of five fursungs, or Persian leaguc-s, 
in every direction. Tins was the moon of Nakhslu'b sulfirieiitlv fami- 
liar to the oriental reader, and so frequently apostropliizod by the 
Persian poets. 

Tarikh From other authorities w'e are further informed, that \Iokennia, 
guzeiilaii. who pretended to divine inspiration at least, if not to a participation 
in the divine nature, was a native of Haudglieiss ; had been employed 
as secretary to the diwaun, or council, of Abb Mosslem ; and having 
been wounded in the eye by an arrow, was therefore constrained to 
wear the golden mask or visor. He is acknowledged to have been a 
man of extraordinary scientific acquirements ; and having possii>ly 
made considerable progress in natural philosophy, and more particu- 
^ Produerd^ it is 5Uj>posed, by the skilful luaiiagcniciit of u liiirror or luirrors 



larly in chymistry, to have availed himself of these advantages, to 
impose upon an unenlightened multitude. When he had possessed 
himself of Saum and Siijud, two fortresses in the neighbourhood of the 
cities of Kesh and Nakhsheb, his tenets dilated with great rapidity 
through the surrounding territory ; and if the compiler of these pages 
has not been misinformed, they continued to prevail until very lately 
in some of the countries adjoining to the Oxus. 

But, to resume our narrative, the Khalif Mehedy, on intelligence of 
this revolt against his authority and religious principles, dispatched, 
one of his generals, AbA Sauid the Jershite, at the head of a power- 
ful army into Mawerunnehcr, the countries of Transoxiana so called, 
in order to exterminate the dangerous innovation. Having w'ithdrawn 
into his principal fortress, the impostor was there besieged by the 
troops of the Khelaufut. In a ^hort time, finding that one of his 
best captains had been assassinated in an extraordinary manner, in 
his own quarters by three of Abii Sauid’s soldiers,* and that another, 
with three thousand of his people who guarded the exterior fortifica- 
tions, had surrendered to the enemy,'!’ he became convinced 
that the besiegers must soon be masters of the place ; and immedi- 
all ly determined to execute a design, to w’hich his imagination had 
probably been long familiar, and by wdiich he calculated that 
he should completely elude the scorn and vengeance of his 
adversaries. In short, he administered a mortal poison to the 
whole of those who remaineji about his person and in the inter- 
ior of the fort, a single female’ alone excepted, who, aware of his 
purpose, contrived to conceal herself and escape. When he perceived 
that his people no longer exhibited any symptoms of life, he con- 
sumed their bodies to ashes ; and that not a vestige might remain to 
disclose the circumstances of the horrid catastrophe, he concluded 
this tragedy by plunging into a large caldron of distilled liquid, of a 
property so exquisitely subtile, that no part of his body was left 
unresolved, the hair of his head only excepted, which floated on the 
surface of the liquid. The female who had escaped this scene of 
murder and self-destruction, perceiving that all was now closed in 
the silence of death, ascended the ramparts of the fort, and announced 

*TarikkTcbry. t Ibidem. 
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A. H. 1 K 0 . to the besiegers, that if they would eilga^ to respect her penoA.ind 

A. D. 776 . gpare her property, she was ready to open the gates to them. Ab4 

Kfaoiawut- Sauid very readily acceded to terms so advantageous, and the gates 
ul-aklibaur. . . . v . ^ • 

being accordingly thrown open, his troops entered to take possession; 

when they received, to their equal horror and astonishment, from the 

solitary inhabitant of this scene of death, a faithful relation of all she 

had witnessed. It continued however long afterwards the belief of 

the Seffaidjhmahgan, or Seffaidpbshan, which signifies the same thing, 

that Mokennia and his faithful companions were gone to heaven, 

and that be should yet at no distant period be restored to them, and 

make his re-appearance on earth. 

A H 160 course of the year one hundred and sixty, Eissa the son of 

A. D. 777. Mussa the Abbaside, after long resisting the importunities of Me- 
hedy, was at last prevailed upon to abdicate his claims to the suc- 
cession, to which he had been presumptively appointed by the dying 
instructions of U1 Munsfir. This obstacle being removed, Mehedy 
experienced no further difficulty in completing his arrangement in 
favor of his son Mhssa llaudy, who was now accordingly declared 
heir apparent to the Khelaufut. Soon afterwards he determined on 
a visit of devotion to the temple of Mekkali, and to the sepulchre of his 
prophet at Medeinah. But as mortification or penance, neither of 
them constitute any of the requisites of the pilgrimage, he took care 
to provide for his journey across the arid sands of Arabia, by an 
equipment of five hundred camels, loaded with ice and snow. His 
other preparations are probably to be calculated on a corresponding 
scale ; and several thousand pilgrims who would otherwise have been 
compelled to perform the journey on foot, were conveyed, and also 
subsisted at the Khalirs expence. His stay at Mekkah was further 
distinguished by numerous proofs of liberality, bestowed on the 
various classes engaged in the care of the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, 
for the ordinary Cbveringof which, he caused to be substitued a magni- 
ficent canopy of gold embroidery. 

The narrative is now carried forward to the year one hundred and 
«ixty-six, during w'Uich Mehedy settled the succession ne.ict after 
Mfissa, on his second son Harfin, whom on this occasion he digni- 
fied with the title of Raschid, the prudent, and in ratification of 



wheae tj^iotment be exaet^d the scdejan assuianoes end engage* a . h, iqe. 
mrats of his court. A. P. 7a^ 

The only act of severity, of which the reign of this beneficent Kholaumt- 
prince seems to furnish an example, happened about this period ; and “l-ahWwsr* 
is contained in the following statement, which, as it may serve in 
some measure to relieve the tediousness of the narration, we shall 
claim the indulgence of our read^ to introduce. 

Dhoud the son of Tahman, though employed as one of the secre- 
taries of the celebrated Nusser Seyaur, maintained, nevertheless a 
■ very intimate correspondence with Yaheya the son of Yezzid the 
Fautimite, of whom w'e have formerly spoken ; and indeed with the 
whole family of the Seyuds, to whom he evinced on a variety of 
occasions a disposition most zealous and friendly. When that 
unfortunate person had been defeated and killed, and punishment w^s 
inflicted on his destroyers, on the subsequent victorious progress .of 
Abfi Mosslem, Daoud was not the last to join the standard of a 
revolution, which he conceived to assert the claims of his favorite 
family, without Imwevcr experiencing from Abfi Mosslem any of 
that encouragement, which he had probably been induced to expect. 

On the death of Daoud, his son Yakhb, the most intelligent of his 
children, and the sulqect of this article, attached himself with all his 
brothers, and with undiminished zeal, to the family of the Fatimites ; 
and joining Ibrauhim the son of Abdullah of that race, in his formid- 
able revolt against the authority of U1 Munsfir, became on the defeat 
and death of his chief, a captive to that prince ; who sent him 
to ruminate on the follies of ambition, in the wholesome solitude of 
a prison. 

On the accession of Mehedy, it was, however, the lot of Yak6b 
with many others to be released from his confinement ; and being 
admitted into the service of that benevolent prince, became in a 
-short time, in consequence of his social qualities and fascinating 
conversation, a very distinguished favorite, of which he received from 
his sovereign the most conspicuous proof, in fa is exaltation above his 
competitors to the dignity of presMleat of the diwaua, or council of 
state and finances. In the full period of his prosperity it unfortu- 
nately hai^ned, that Yak6b should liave had his thigh broken by 



A. H. 168. tile ict'ck of a horse ; an aocident by erhieh he was eoastniaed he 
A. P. 7<g. ■exile from the presence of his sovereign for some days ; Icmg 
«*iough indeed to furnish the envious mimons of a courts and parti- 
cularly the Vezzeir Obaidullah, with aw opportunity to produce>a 
considerable change in his nkaster*s opinion.. 

' When he recovered the use of his teg, as it was subsequently related 
■ by his son Ally, Yakhb was sent for to attend his sovereign ; and 
obeying the summons with his usual zeal, he observed on entering 
the presence chamber, that it was furnished and decorated with more 
than ordinary splendour ; and what appeared further singular, he per- 
ceived a young female of exquisite beauty seated by the Khalif’s 
side. The monarch demanded of his favorite on his appearance, 
what kind of impression be f^t from the contemplation of the splen- 
did scene ; and when he replied, that this world could furnish 
nothing parallel to it, he was perhaps agreeably surprized, when the 
Khahf told him, that including the gorgeous furniture, nkagnificent 
decorations, and that most lovely female, he was to consider the whole 
his own. YakAb was proceeding to express his acknowledgments, 
when the Khalif further observed, that he had occasion for his assist- 
ance ; on which, placing himself in a more submissive posture oh his 
feet, before Mehedy, Yakhb humbly disclaimed, on his part, any 
pretensions to require from bis sovereign an expression of his W'ill in 
language so condescending ; that he had only to issue his commands, 
and it would be the glory of his life to carry them into execution. 
“ By thy creator,” said Mehedy, “ wilt thou engine to execute what 
I shall enjoin thee ?” •‘^•Most truly,” replied the minister; “ place 
thy hand upon my bead and swear it,” added Mehedy ; which 
being complied with, and a donative of one hundred thousand dir- 
hems bestowed by the Kbalif, as a fartha* incentive to stimulate his 
zeal, he proceeded to explain, that the piece of service for the per- 
fonnance of which he appeared so anxious, was to rid him of the 
continual agitation of mkid which he experienced, from his know- 
ledge of the ambitious designs of one of ^ sons or descendants of 
Imaum Hussun ; wheim he should- therefore entrust to his approved 
4deitty to put to d^th, in such a manner as to be unknown to all but 
liittumlf. The Hussenite was then shewn to him in bonds, the KhnUf 



\it tlue SMse thwe telling Yakdb that the prisoner should be conreyed 
to his house in the course of the evening, by a confidential eunuch. 

Accordingly, when the night came, the Khalifas magnificent {Nre- 
sent, with its accompaniments having already found its way to the 
house of Yakdb, the unhappy prisoner was also conveyed thither in 
the manner that had been agreed upon. In the mean time it 
appears that the bondmaid had received the Khalirs instructions to 
watch the conduct of Yakdb towards his prisoner ; and to commun- 
icate to him what she should be able to discover, by the eunuch 
whom, with herself he had bestowed upon the suspected favorite. 
When the lady had resided some days under the protection of Yakdb* 
the latter received a request from his prisoner that he might be admitted 
ed to an interview before he put him to death. In compliance with this 
request, the Hussenitewas accordingly introduced alone to the presence 
of Yakub ; of whom appealing to the religion which he professed, he 
demanded, whether he could reconcile himself to appear in the presence 
of his maker, covered with the guilt of his blood, whom he knew to be 
the li neal descendant of the daughter of his prophet. ‘ ‘ God forbid ! ' replied 
Yakdb, “ I am on the contrary, seeking for the means of dismissing 
“ thee from llaghddd, and setting thee at large.” Only forbear to 
“ molest me,” said the If ussenite, “ and I well enough know the way 
to get out of Baghd^id.” He then explained the method by which 
he proposed to escape, which w'as by the road to Bassorah, whither be 
designed to fly for protection. “ Take the hundred thousand dirhems 
“which I have received from Mehedy,” said Yakdb, “ and make 
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“ the best of thy way ; but hast thou no one whom thou wouldst 
“ desire to accompany thee.” The 11 ussenite acknowledged that 
there were two friends, whom he named, whose attendance would be 
agreeable to him. “ Send for them immediately,” replied Yakdb ; 
“ and leave Baghdad this very night ; the money with w'hich I have 
“ supplied thee, will be sufficient to bear thy expences ; be however 
“ advised by me — ^remain not at Bassorah, but throw thyself for 
“ protection into the land of Hdbesh.” 

This conversation was over heard from behind the hangings of the 
apartment, by the bondmaid, who communicated the whole to Mebe- 
dy without delay, by the Eunuch who had been assigned her for this 
purpose. The following morning Yakfib repaired as usual to thu 
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KtlkUrs pr^enee. “ What hast thou dSshe by’ tho^ Htiaseaitej nf 
** wh(mi 1 gave thee charge some days since said Mehedy to him at 
abcai as he made his appearance: with f^pect to him at iesht,” 
replied Y ak^lb, 1 have relieved my soverei^ fnMB all anxiety { for 
he was put to death the seif same night.” Is it so by thy creatcsr?^ 
■observed Mehedy ; “ most truly,” replied YakAb.” Thy hand,** said 
the Khalif, **and swear it by my head.” Y.akAb accordingly swoie 
by the life of Mehedy, and by his Maker, that he bad put the liAs- 
Senite to death. 

Mohedv now called to the attendants to brin^ in the three men 
who had been intercepted the night before by his ordei's ; and the 
doors of an adjoining apartment being thrown open, the Fautimite 
and his two companions were ushered into the presence. Yakub sunk 
to the door in an agony of confusion and astonishment. The Khalif 
however spoke to him no more, but beckoning to his guards, they 
ronveyed him to prison ; and as he himself related at a subsequent 
period, he was thrown on this occasion into a dark and narrow 
dungeon, in which horrible situation he continued so long, that his 
visual powers at last entirely failed him, and his body became, like 
that of the most savage quadruped, over-grown with long an<l 
shaggy hair. 

At the expiration of sixteen tedious years, how'ever, Y^akAb found 
himself unexpectedly released from this abode of misery, and brought 
once more to the cheering light of day. Being led by his conductors 
to the presence of the sovereign, he was directed to make his obei- 
sance, and having so done, they inquired if be w'as aware to whom 
his salutations were addressed. He replied, that he supposed them 
to be directed to Mehedy. “ Mehedy,” said they, “ is long since 
“ taken to the mercy of his God.” “ Am I then in the presence of 

Haudy ?’^ dema^nded YakAb, neither is Haudy among the living,” 
replied those who attended him ; “ peradventure it is Har&nurrash- 

eid,** “evfen so,” said they ; “ thou art required to make known thy 
“wants.” “ My only wish,” replied the hoary suppliant, **» to 
“ pass the remainder of my days at Mekkah.” “ In that thou art 
“gratified,” said the attendants, “ask again.** “Alas,” observed 



9 ^ 

** my views havje been, long since closed to the solicitation A. H. 

of farther favors.” He was then, according to his desire, conveyed A. D. 78 a. 
to Mehkah, where he did not long survive his enlargement ; an 
enlargement which is ascribed to the gratitude of Harhn, for the 
fevorable teitiis in which, during the period of his prosperity, Ifakdb 
had spoken of him to his father. 

If there was any amusement to which Mchedy was particularly de« 

Voted, it was that of the chace; and toenjoy this favorite pursuit without 
interruption, it was his custom to retire once in the year to a vills^e 
beautifully situated in the territory of Bauspcndan, about midway 
between Baghd&d and Moss61. In this village, to which be had 
given the name of the gardens, and the village of delight, he had 
erected a magnificent country palace, or kiosk, of a number of stories, 
surrounded with balconies, or galleries, for' the enjoyment of the 
diversified beauties of the neighbouring rural scenery. Thither, 
accompanied by his liousehold, Mehedy had, as usual, repaired in 
the season of one hundred and sixty-nine ; and had resided there 
for some days. When one day, as he was taking his repose at noon, 
in an apartment of the pavilion, his guards and domestics watching 
at every entrance, he was suddenly awakened by a person throwing 
open the door ; and from thence, repeating in a voice sufficiently 
audible to have attracted the notice of his guards, three couplets in 
the Arabian dialect, which arc, however withheld in the relation. 

The Khalif immediately calling to his attendants, and demanding 
who it was that uttered these sentences, they united in declaring 
that the expressions were sufficiently distinct in the repetition of 
their sovereign, but denied having seen any one. “ Whoever it 
“ was,” said Mehedy, “ his business seems to havo been to forewarn 
“ me, that my concerns with this world are come to a conclusion.” 

At all events the circumstance occasioned considerable distress of 
mind and depression of spirits ; and ten days afterwards he perished 
by an accident equally melancholy and unforeseen. 

Nothing however can be more contradictory than the circumstances 
of his death, as related by different historians. According to some of 
these, it is stated, that in the afternoon of the day on which he 
perished, about the third hour of prayer, he was on horseback 



A. n. let. wetckiag for game ; when an antelope being started, his dogs went 
A. P. 18S. loose up<m it, and giving his horse the rdns at the same time, he 
Tei^ pursued with his usual eagerness and spirit. The antelope tpok to a 
ruined building, the entrance of which was so low, that the slightest 
reflection might have convinced Mehedy, that it was impossible tp 
clear it on horse back. He persisted however in the pursuit, and 
laying his breast close to the pummel of the saddle, endeavoured in 
that posture to force the entrance ; and his back being thus broke by the 
violent pressure against the architrave, he ieil from his horse, and 
expired on the spot. His lifeless body was immediately conveyed 
to the palace, amidst the loi^d and almost frantic lamentations of his 
family and domestics, by whom, for his mild and amiable qualities, 
he appears to have been deservedly adored. One of his dearest 
friends however, in lamenting the untimely fate of Mebcdy, is made 
to acknowledge on the occasion, that he had long foreseen that, one 
time or other, this inordinate passion for the chacc W'ould terminate 
in his destruction ; for in studying the records of ancient history, it 
could not escape him that such princes as had resigned themselves 
without reserve to the impulse of any violent propensity, had, with 
few exceptions, ultimately perished in the indulgence. 

On the other hand, we are instructed to believe that the death of 
Mehedy was produced in the following manner. Among the women 
of his Haram, there were two for whom he appears to have enter- 
tained a pretty equal degree of affection ; but as one of them seems 
to hav'e possessed an advantage in ,his esteem, he had assigned to 
her a superiority in the Zennaunah. The other whose name was 
Hassanah, conceiving from this preference a violent jealousy against 
the favored lady, determined to destroy her; and in order to accomplish 
her diabolical purpose, she prepared a dbb of confectionary, or mar- 
malade, into which it was not difficult to introduce some poisonous 
ingredients, which she sent, by one of her attendants, as a present 
to the person whom she supposed to be the only obstacle to her undi- 
vided controul over the affections of her lord. Unfortunately as the 
maid was proceeding on her errand, a little before sun set, she hap- 
pened to pass under one of the balconies of the palace, from which 
M«hedy was at the moment looking down : and the confectionary, 



Which was uncovered, attracting his attention, he became desirous A. H. 16®. 
of tasting, and called to the girl to bring it up to him. Having A. D. 785. 
learnt from whom, and to whom she was conveying her charge, he TankU 
told her to lay the dish down before hi na ; ** for, Hassanah will, I am Tebry. 
sure,*' said he, “ be far better pleased that I should partake of her 
present than any one else.” And 'having accordingly indulged 
without scruple or suspicion in the treacherous repast, the benevo- 
lent Mehedy, before the sun had well disappeared below the horizon, 
was a corpse. The fatal present is however, at the same time, other- 
wise described, to have consisted of pears, the best and largest of 
which having contrived to impregnate with poison, Hassanah placed 
uppermost in the dish, and whicdi being selected by Mehedy, pro- 
dnccd his almost immediate death. 

But whatever might have been the occasion of it, the death 
of Mehedy is generally allowed to have taken place either on 
Tliursday the sixth of Zilhudje, of the year one hundred and 
sixty-eight,* or early in the month of Mohurremf of the year 
following, at the age of forty-three, and after a prosperous reign of 
nine years and eight or nine months. He was buried under a 
favorite poplar in the gardens of his hunting seat in Bauspendaun, 
above described, the last solemn rites being performed, in the absence 
of Mussa, by his second son llariinraschid. 

In his person Mehedy is described to have been of a sallow com- 
plexion, in stature tall, and of the happiest proportions. He was 
however red haired, and had a white spot or blemish in his right eye. 

In many of the qualities of his mind, he far surpassed the whole suc- 
cession of the race of Abbas. In justice, clemency, and liberality, 
he was not excelled by any of them. As a proof of the latter quality, 
if indeed it was not profusion, might be instanced his speedy 
circulation of his father’s accumulated treasures, amounting to the 
almost incredible sum of six hundred millions of dirhems,:^ and foui- 
teen millions of dinaurs.§ Neither was he by any exceeded in true 
piety, in purity of life and manners, and in humanity and mildness of 
disposition, though inflexible in severity against heresy or innovation 

*“ June 17th, A. D. 785. 
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H. Ido. wherever it raised its head. The memory of this prince is in truth 
■ D. 785. held to our contemplation, arrayed in so many attractions, that 
Tarikfa irresistibly led to dwell something longer upon the subject, 

than may perhaps be thought strictly necessary. 

His zeal to redress the wrongs of the injured, and in general to 
investigate the complaints of his people, was so active and sincere, 
that he uniformly presided in person in the hall of justice, a custom 
which had probably been for some time discontinued ; and it was 
his particular charge, that his presence should, on those occasions, 
be open without exception, to every professor of law and theology: 
not only that they might assist his memory, and rectify his mistakes, 
but that he might be restrained, by a sense of shame and propriety, 
from the guilt of an unjust decision. 

As a proof perhaps that^this, his love of justice, was not less ardent 
when his private interests were affected, than in matters where he 
was entirely indifferent, we are informed, that a person having one 
day brought before him a complaint against one of his own agents, 
for unjustly dispossessing him of an estate ; the Khalif affirmed that 
theestate in truth belonged to himself and had been long in his possession ; 
nevertheless that the complainant, however he denied his right, was 
bound to produce every proof that was attainable, to establish the 
grounds of his claim. The man requested that the Khalif would be 
rc.sponsible in his own person, in order that if he established his 
claim, he might appeal directly to his own justice. ‘‘ Let Kauzy 
“ Abdullah the son of Ullavah,*' said the man, decide between vis.*' 


“ I agree to abide by his decision,’^ replied the Khalif; and immediately 
descending from the tribunal, he seated himself on one of the benches 
wuth the plaintiff by his side, calling upon the Kauzy to judge 
impartially between them. The Kauzy demanded of the complain- 
ant accordingly what he could allege in support of his claim. The 
man rested his cause on the simple and positive assertion of his right 
to the property. Mehedy was then desired to state what he had to 
offer on his part, and contented himself with repeating his former 
declaration, that the estate was his by right, and by possession ; and 
that he was an entire stranger to the grounds of the man’s pretensions. 
The plaintiff now requested that the Khalif might be asked to 



declare, how long; he had been in possession of the estate, and whe- 
ther before or subsequent to his accession to the Khelaufut ? 
“ That,” said the Kauzy, “is not at all incumbent on him to answer : 

he denies thy claim, and with thee it entirely rests to establish 

it by the proof. If thou hast any, let it be produced ; otherwise 
“ thou art the best judge in thine own concern, and aware of what 
“ must follow.” Relinquishing the contest, the man now quitted the 
bench on which he had been sitting, and retired among the by- 
standers. But Mehedy, communicating without delay with the 
Kauzy, acknowledged that the estate had indeed come into his pos- 
session, since his accession to the throne, (and peradventnre by means 
which he was not prepared to justify.) At all events the Kauzy was 
now desired to attest that he resigned it to the claimant ; and 
accordingly a deed was drawn up, and executed pn the spot, confirm- 
ing the transfer in all the requisite forms ; the Kauzy further 
pronouncing that one such act of voluntary justice, w'as of more value 
in the sight of Omnipotence than the distribution of a million of 
dirhems to the poor. 

Another instance, which, though in itself not particularly striking, 
y« t, as it serves toillustrate the characterof a preceding monarch, whose 
virtues under a nobler dispensation, would probably have enrolled 
him among the most distinguished benefactors of mankind, we can- 
not prevail upon ourselves to omit. A descendant of the well- 
known Zobair, complained toMchedy,that an estate in Syria, which he 
described, had been usurped from his family by Walid the son of 
Abdulmelek, with circumstances of arbitrary ciueltv, which had 
deeply aggravated the injustice ; and that although he had subse- 
quently laid his complaint before every succeeding Khalif, he had 
never been able to procure either reply or redress. Mehedy 
demanded why he had not preferred his complaint to Omar the son 
of Abdulazziz, that virtuous exception to the tyrants of the race of 
Oinmeyah. The man alleged that he had done so, but that his 
application had been just as unavailing as in other quarters. 
“ Surely,” said Mehedy, “ Omar was Imaum among the Benni 
Oinmeyah.” “ Sovereign of the true believers,” observed the sup- 
pliant, “ the son of Abdulazziz did many things which he ought not 
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A. H. 160. “ to hare done.” Produce me a single instance,” replied Mebedy; 

A .D. 785. Qu jjjg birth of every infant to the race of Ommeyah,” observed this 
Farikh man, “ an assignment was immediately made for its subsistence on 
“ the public treasury of, from three to five hundred dirhems ; whereas 
in the same circumstances, the allowance to the illustrious race of 
Uashem never exceeded sixty dirhems ;♦ this is a sufficient proof 
“ of his unjustifiable partiality, towards those of his own blood. Inde- 
“ pendently of which, it is equally notorious that he never cancelled 
“ any of the ordinances or decisions of the monarchs of the house 
“ of Ommeyah, however unjust in their operation.” “ Is this true ?” 
demanded Mehedy, addressing himself to his minister Obaidullah ; 
“ with respect to Omar it is perfectly so” replied the minister ; 
“ the partiality of Omar for the iniquitous race of Ommeyah was 
“ never questioned.” •* Let the estate be restored to this man,” said 
Mehedy; at the same time expressing his regret,, that after having so 
long looked to the virtuous Omar, although of a race whom he 
detested, as a bright example of integrity and justice, the knowledge 
of such a circumstance should have dispelled the flattering illusion. 

Of his singular clemency and placability^ of temper, we are at tlie 
same time required to receive the following as an example. One of 
his principal commanders, who had been more than once pardoned for 
his misconduct, was again found guilty of some aggravated crime, 
and brought to receive the judgment of his sovereign. Mehedy 
demanded if he was lost to every sense of shame ; and how long he 
proposed to persist in his profligate practices. The reply was per- 
haps more remarkable than the question. “ If I am not ashamed of 
“ my offences,” said the delinquent, “ neither let my sovereign be 
“ ashamed of his clemency ; and may heaven bestow upon him a 
hundred years of life, that W'hile a hundred such as I am commit a 
“ hundred crimes a day, an opportunity may never be wanting for the 
“ exercise of that glorious attribute.” It is perhaps needless to add, 
that either through compassion, or admiration at the readiness and 
singularity of the reply, Mehedy again forgave him. Of his liberality, 
which was perhaps not very remotely akin to profusion, something 
has been already spoken. Our author proceeds to add, that until 
Mehedy set the examplv, it was never said that a reward of fifty 
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thousand dirhems had been in- any instance bestowed upon poetical a. H. ic9. 
merit. His munificence towards an Arabian poet, of the name of A. D. 785. 
Merwaun the son of Hefzah, extended however on one occasion to TankU 
seventy thousand dirhems.* In his celebrated visit to Mekkah, to 
which we have also formerly adverted, his liberality was so unbounded 
that no sovereign in the annals of Issl^m has in that respect been 
ever placed in competition with him ; since, exclusive of one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand pajkmahs, or pantaloons, which he distri- 
buted to the poor, he gave in charitable distributions on that single 
occasion, no less a sum than thirty millions of dirhems.'f 

In his piety, the amiable Mehcdy is described to have been no less 
exemplary than in his other virtues, with this further advantage, that 
in him it was not a mere ostentatious punctuality in the performance 
of the duties of his religion, but the source of sincere and active bene- 
volence. Of this we are also furnished with one or two instances, 
sufficiently striking to merit our attention for a moment. On one 
occasion, during the severity of a hurriesne, he was heard while pros- 
trate on the floor, to supplicate his creator in the following impres- 
sive language. “ Lord God ! in the government of this thy prophet’s 
“ people w hom thou hast committed to my charge, I have doubtless 
“ been guilty of manifold transgressions; yet I implore thee, let not 
“ that people be responsible for any guilt of mine, but by the never 
“ fading remembrance of ^Slahommed’s virtues, do tliou listen to their 
“ prayers.” In these supplications he continued until the storm 
subsided. 

On the authority of Rebbcia, who had once held the office of cham- 
berlainj of the household to tjiis prince, we are further informed, that 
among the apartments of the imperial palace of JSIehedy there was 
one, the walls and ceiling of which being of stucco of the purest 
white, without sculpture or painting in any shape, it had been called 
the Daur-ul-beyza, or mansion of light. This apartment, in the 
discharge of his office, the chamberlain had occasion to enter one 
evening while the Khalif was engaged in his private devotions. The 
moon happened to shine at the moment with full splendor, and shed 
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its silver lustre to every comer of the chamber. And to render the 
contrast more striking to the eye, the floor was covered with a crimson 
carpet, and a sofa of the same colour lay in the room, before which 
stood Mehedy in linen robes of the purest white, absorbed in medita* 
tion. A pillar intervening between the sofa and the entrance, Reb- 
beia silently approached unseen and unobserved, and placed himself 
behind the Khalif ; the latter proceeding in his devotions without 
interruption, occasionally reciting some of the chapters of the Kor&n, 
with a modulation so harmonious, as in a manner to fascinate the 
hearer. Such indeed were the sensations of the narrator, tha) he 
described himself equally at a loss to determine, whether his admira- 
tion was most excited by the spotless elegance of the apartment, the 
mild splendor which w'as shed through it by the moon, the snow 
white form of the Khalif, wrapped in meditation standing before his 
God, or the sacred strains of revelation, which flowed in such melo- 
dious accents from his lips. The Khalif continued with an audible 
voice to repeat several Surahs, or sections of the inspired volume, 
until he came to that passage, which in meaning and sul)stance, 
expresses the following denunciation. “ Whoever among you shall 
“ commit evil ; whoever shall cut off another from his kinrlred in the 
“ land of my inheritance, upon that man hath God Almighty pro- 
*• nounced his eternal malediction. The ears of the understanding 
“ are become deaf, and the eyes blind. Why do ye not attend to that 
“ passage of revelation in which the .\lmighty declares, that there is 

a lock upon their hearts, which hath rendered them incapable of 
“ instruction or conviction.'* 

When the Khalif came to this passage, continues the relation of 
Rebbeia, he repeated it twice over, the tears streaming from his 
eyes to the sofa w'hicli lay before him. But in order to make the 
circumstance more intelligible, we are now told, that a few days 
before only, Imaum M&ssa the son of Jauffer, on an accusation that 
he had sought in iChorassaun , to promulgate his rights to the Imau- 
mut, or supremacy in matters of faith, had been seized and commit- 
ted to t f custody of the same Rebbeia. However that may be, 
Mehedy, after finishing the chapter, and closing his devotions with 
the usual furms of salutation, still keeping his attention fixed towards 



the Keblah, demanded, if there was any one by ; and one of the a. R. im. 
attendants answering, he desired that Rebbeia might be immediately A. D. 785., 
sent for. That person now spoke, announcing to his sovereign that Tarikh 
he was already present, having, as he said, been attracted by his 
recitation of the Koran. Mehedy directed him to go without delay 
and bring Mtissa to his presence. Rebbeia went away accordingly, 
and returned soon afterwards, accompanied by MAssa, to the pre- 
sence of Mehedy, whom they found seated on the sofa, his eyes still 
-swimming in tears. “ Son of JaufFer,*’ said the Khalif, addressing 
himself to his prisoner, “ God Almighty has pronounced his awful 
“ curse against the man who shall dissever the ties of consanguinity. 

“It is a guilt which, for my part, I am determined not to incur ; 

“ and it will behove thee to profit by my example.” Then continuing 
to address him, he observed, that it w'as not his intention to lay any 
further restraint upon his conduct than an oath, that while he lived 
he w'ould not appear against his authority ; but that when he was no 
more, he would be at liberty to pursucthedictates ofhis own judgment. 

And having received from him the engagement which he required to 
this effect, he set him entirely at large the very same night. 

We shall conclude the character of Mehedy with the final obser- 
vation, that of all the monarchs of the house of Abbas, he is §aid to 
be the only one who totally abstained from the use of wdne, or intox- 
icating liquors ; but it seems to be objected to him, that he was 
much devoted to the pleasures of music and song, in which every 
one that professed to be skilful, was admitted to frequent his pre- 
sence W’ith unrestrained freedom. 

There is, however, one further anecdote of Mehedy, w'hich we 
cannot forbear adding to the above ; and this is w'e believe to be 
found in the Tarikh gdzeidah. He had incurred some degree of 
censure for having treated one of his relations w'ith a neglect, which 
was inconsistent with his ordinary generosity of spirit. In order 
however to prove that his conduct in this instance had been rashly 
prejudged, without attending to his motives, he made choice of the 
following expedient. He caused a valuable piece of gold to be 
placed on a conspicuous part of the bridge of Baghdlid, or of some 
other city, at which be then happened to reside ; and desired thi^ 



A. It. <160. particular relative tp pass over, on some trifling errand (Mrptlier, on 
A. D. 785. which he pretended to employ him. When he returned, as it appeared, 
Tarikh without noticing the precious metal, which had been thus placed in 
his way, he was desired to explain his reasons. Ilis reply M'ent to 
state, that both in going and returning, it had occurred to him as a 
matter of curiosity, to try how he should be able to pass the bridge 
if he were blind ; and in the prosecution of this hopeful experiment, 
he had accordingly on both occasions closed his eyes. On which 
Mehedy thought fit to observe, that those to whom we were bound 
by the ties of consanguinity, were in general to be treated like tlie 
hair upon our persons ; some of which it was the custom to decorate 
and perfume with the nicest attention, while there was some which 
it was convenient to extirpate and cast away from us. It will possi- 
bly occur to the reader, that the experiment here resorted to, for the 
purpose of proving the incapacity of an individual, is said to have, 
been once put in practice w'ith success, to prove the incredulity of 
the volatile and inconstant inhabitants of a celebrated metropolis in 
the western world. 

Ui. JIaudy Bilt.ah,* (or rather b’lllah) Abu Mahommed, Mussa 
the son of Mehedy, fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. At the 
period of his father’s premature and unlooked for death, Mussa ul 
Haudy was absent near she southern shores of the Caspian, engaged 
UlHacdy jjj hostilities against Shervein, the yet independent prince ofTebris- 
ivih Khalif taun. Ilis younger brother Ilarun had originally proposed to claim for 
oftbehouic Ul llaudy the allegiance of the troops who were immediately on the 
of Abbas, gpot, and to convey the remains of the departed monarch for sepul- 
ture to the metropolis ; but from this he appears to have been dis- 
suaded by the counsels of Yaheya the son of Khalcd, and the 
consideration of the donative, which the military had already intro- 
duced the practice of demanding on the accession of every new 
sovereign. . A point wliich it was therefore thought prudent to post- 
pone for adjustment at Baghdad ; and Hariin contented himself ibr 
the present, with transmitting to his brother, byNuzzeir,the then cham- 
berlain of the household, (perhaps the chief of the eunuchs) the ring, 
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dtatt, stfid of1^<prophet,'«aid diose otlMr articles which usu- 

ally passed to the succeeding Khalifs, accompanied with his condo- 
lence for the death of their common parent, «and his congratulation on 
the eventof bis accession to the sovereign pow^. 

It is to beobserv^ that the late Khalif, on his departure for Baus- 
pendaun, had deputed the government of Baghdad, and the numerous 
body of troops which it contained, to Rebbeia ; the officer, perhaps, 
of whom we have so recently spoken. Encoun^ed by the unsettled 
state of affairs, unavoidable to an inteiregnum, these troops mutinied 
against the anthority of their governor, declaring that they should 
engage their allegiance to no one until they had received, not only 
the inauguration money, but a gratuity of two years subsistance, 
which they clamorously demanded on the occasion. Rebbeia, on 
his part, desired to remind them, that he alone who possessed the 
power and authority of satisfying their demands, was yet absent from 
the spot ; and he therefore requested their patience until the arrival 
of UlHaudy, the legitimate heir to the succession, who might, as 
lie thought proper, adjust their claims. That at any rate, without 
his instructions, he should not comply with their demands. The 
seditious soldiery positively refused to suspend their claims, pro- 
ceeded to plunder the palace of their governor, and would have put 
him to death, had he not seasonably contrived to secrete himself from 
their fury. Soon afterwards, Harun reached the capital, accompanied 
by his faithful counsellor Yaheya, of the race of Barmek ; who 
appears to have been immediately anthorized in conjunction with 
Rebbeia, to accommodate the demands of the soldiery : the treasure 
and' jewels of Mehedy being in the possession of Kheizraunah, one 
of his women, the common mother of Mussa and Hardn. Yaheya 
taxed Rebbeia of erroneous policy in creating such an unseasonable 
agitation among the troops ; that he should have yielded to their 
demands, rather than endanger their attaining to a magnitude, whiclt 
by the time that Ut Uaudy should arrive, it might be difficult, if not 
impossible, either to satisfy or coptroul. Yaheya undertook how- 
ever to mediate with the soldiers; and succeeded in bringing them to 
an accommodation, on engaging to make good to them their subsist- 
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to his arrival at Bagtidhd, OQd he did not delay to communtoato to 
Yaheya by letter, his entire c^tpndiatian of what had been done. 
Shortly afterwards he entered hia metiopalia in peraen* accompaRied 
by the principal officwa of his oourt, having performed the journey 
from Tebristajan, in the 4Sompaiatively short apace of twenty days. 
The city was immediately restored to complete tranquillity ; the 
aoTcteign anthoiity becaane tirevoeafaly establiabed in U1 Handy ; 
the Vizeauret, or o^ce of Yizaeir, wea conferred on Re^beia ; 
Ally the aon of Eisea ben Mhban waa aj^inted captain of the imperial 
guards : and a trea^ of peace was definitively concluded with the 
^ince of Telnistaun. We are further informed, that the new Kha* 
tif made his entry into Saghd&d, on this occasion, on the eleventh 
day of Suffer ;* a month and some days subsequent to the demise of 
his father. 

Kholaussut* Among the events which distinguished the short reign of U1 
til-akbbaur. Haudy, that which earliest claims our notice, is an insurrection eic* 
cited in Hejauz by Hfisseyne the son of Ally, tbe Hussenite : to 
which it would appear that he was the more easily provoked, by the 
disputes in which he was perpetually embroiled, with Omar the aon 
of Abdulazziz, the governor eff Medeinafa, and grandson of Abdullah 
Omar. Having however at last openly declared against the authority 
of U1 Haudy, the Hussenite proceeded to S(dicit the support of the 
people in favor of his own rights ; and being jmned by a sufficient 
Lody of followers, he waa enabled after several conflicts, to expel the 
governor, and make himself master of Medmnah. On the twenty 
third of Zilkaudah,-f deven days after be had been ia poasesaion of 
Medeinah, he quitted that plaee and prpeeeded towards Mdikah : 
and on his arrival in the neiglibourbopd of that city, issuing « pn>- 
clamation that every slave who joined fajs standard should he ffieO} he 
procured a considerable augmentation of force, by tbe waadtaf -of 
fhep of that description, who immedtstely hastmied to his esaip. 
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h<9tr4tef 4‘eSffrned to be of eboxt* doration; Ul I^au> 
dy Wflir no Mtmeir ap|}ti^ed ef this retolt agahlsif his authority^ thafi 
MadkoMItiMd' the 6<iti Of SdliihaO^ of the race of Abbas, proceeded by 
his orders wifh a Ooihpefe&t force to puniab the instirgleBt, and re* 
eatablish hio gOverAntiOAt in Hejaus. At the statk^ of Zithi, a short 
dlstanoe frOto Mehkah, and on that day hi the early part of Slhudje^ 
when the pilgrims array themselves in fresh appmel, an action !Co!cdc 
place between the troops of the' Khelaufut and those of the insnrree^ 
tion, in which the latter abandoning themselves to a shameful flighty 
left their leader to perish on the held Of battle. The body of Hhs* 
veyne wkS ibUnd where he had fallen, by one of the fanlily of AU>as« 
who immediately struck off the head and laid it before his comman* 
der ; by whom it Was conveyed as usual to the metropolis of the 
Benni Abbas, as the surest attestation of his triumph. 

As the advocates Of Zendicism,« a clasS of schismatics' equally Stig<» 
matized for its atheistical and other detestable doctrines, appear to 
haVe acquired at the same time their greatest ascendatiOy, and ttjf have 
been generally, if not finally extinguished, under the reign of U1 
Handy, We cannot perhaps introduce in a better place, the account 
which is here given of that very obnoxious sect, on tho authority of 
the Tebrian chronicle. 

Their leadings and distirlgiiishirtg principle sOeUiS' to baVS been an 
entire secession from the doctrines of Mbssulmanism j the preCeptS^and 
ordinances Of which, they publicly held in equ«d contempt and ridi- 
cule. The prophet they admitted to have been a man of consummate 
abilities; through the exertioh of Whieh, and his extraordinary poW- 
em oflanguagej he found means to establish the prevailing luligion, 
and to compile the much bOasted pieces exhibited in the vokime of 
the Kothn; claiming* as they Said* no mttali degree of merit ftOib 
hie prohilHtion of incestuous intercourse, with mother, sistef, and 
dkugbter. And yet to any other humaii' being of equal talente and 
inteirigenee, it would be easilypteetScable to introduce asimifer system 
Oflcgislatidn; For their part,thfey aGi:ttoWledgedthat,UitetheMagian8, 
cohabited With equal freedom* with mother, daughter, and sister. 
Thty aqiial1ySetat'iiought,alidca8t ititoridieule* as absurd imposickms, 

of Mi&Sfuhmmisiii' im perrioukfe^ wbteb 

r 2 


A. H. ihm 
A. D. 78a. 

Kbolaiissuf 

ul-akliiMRira 


TarikhTebrjp 



u 

Hi. H. W. induloale the inecodiity^ bT prayer sand ^tisgy.ahm and pilgriaafc. 

A. b. fee, ^fien they observed, for instance, the zealous Mosslems associated 
in decent order for their devotions, they would scoff at them as so 
many camels preparing to receive their burthens ; and when they 
Icnelt, and went through the routine ^f their prostrations, they failed 
not to incur the homely reproach of setting their faces to the earth, 
while theypresentedthe opposite extremityto him who ruled the skies. 
In the same strain when, at Mekkah, they witnessed the processions 
iround the t^ple of the Kaaubah, the zendicists w'ould demand with 
e scornful grin, whom it was the enthusiasts sought in that antiquated 
building ; and when they observed the sacrifice of sheep on the great 
festival of the Korbauh, they would ask with affected pity, and 
indignation, of what mischief these mild and defenceless quadrupeds 
had been guilty, that their innocent blood should be thus brutally 
spilt in all directions. Thus also, when the pious multitude tra- 
versed the hills of Seffa and Meruah, in the neighbourhood of the 
sacred city, they would inquire with equal scorn and derision, 
what these men had lost, that they ran in such wild extravagance, 
about the rocks and mountains. For thus it was, that on all occasi- 
ons, they perpetually derided every circumstance that related to the 
laws and observances of Isslam. 

In other respects, we are not to be surprised if we find' it stated, 
that among all the various systems of faith, which had hitherto pre* 
vailed in the world, that of the Zendeiks was* the nmst detestable, 
and the least productive of moral good ; it being the opinion of the 
Ulema, or theologist^, that their doctrine^ were far more pernicious 
than those of Magian,,or Jew, Christian, or Idolater of whatever 
denomination since, observes our authori’wlth a reasoning not dis- 
tinctly obvious, there is not an advocate of cither of the systems to 
which w.e have alluded, -who does - not atlogc* when he exchanges 
‘ one mode of faith fer wodier, .that he has reiinqnished error for the 
»sake of tru^h ; nor is. there an opinion,, or proposition advanced in 
either of them* which their respeqtiye p^essors wouU decline to 
support by such proofs and argumenta as. tfiqy have it in their ppWer 
, to produce. . The very source indeed of their doctrine see^ps thflqy 
. I^fhe gigoisseH incredulity and aophistry, coneiderin^, as ^jr;do> tliC' 



toOBt sacred Htvrs and observances, whether of Mftssulmaiij Jew, or A. If. <lonr 
ChriMtan, as founded in error and absurdity. A. P. taO. 

As to the nature of their belief, if belief that' can be called w'bich Tarikli 
denies all revelation, they hold both the existence of God, and ^le '*‘****^* 
legaition of his prophets to be equally erroneous and unnecessary. 

That this world, since it has been in existence. Has exisised in its 
present form ; and such as it is, it will continue as long^ as it shall 
ensure. That the whole animal creation is generated and perishes 
like the vegetable; which springs from the earth, is dried up, and 
restored to the elements in the course of the year, none being able to 
conceive whence it came, or whither it is disappeared ; the produc- 
tion and destruction of animals and vegetables being, at the same 
time, both ascribed to the influence of the heavenly bodies, and par- 
ticularly to the sun, moon, and stars, perceivable to human vision. 

In other respects, it would appear, that they agreed in reprobating 
those actions which the wisest men of all professions have generally 
proscribed as disgraceful, and injurious to society ; lying, for instance, 
and tyranny, or unjust violence towards our fellow creatures. 

They were moreover scrupulous to avoid the commission of any of 
those things, which are, in their nature, either scandalous or inde- 
corous ; being studious in particular, to appear in such dresses only 
as were graceful and becoming in the eyes of the world. This there- 
fore includes the whole theory and practice of the sect, for in religion 
or law, they professed nothing further : and their system, as far as 
we have been able to define it, has received from Oriental writers, 
among other denominations, that of Mundanism ; probably as limit- 
ing our existence and expectations to the confines of this perishable 
world. Such, at any rate, is the most obvious interpretation which 
the author of these pages has been able to assign to the terms, 

** Kaktum-e-dekrniany doctrines of the Mundanists.” The other 
terms are omitted in the manuscript. It will at the same time, possi- 
bly occur to the reader, that this odious and persecuted sect might 
have been led, by a perusal of the works of the Grecian philosophers, 
known to have been long since translated by the princes of the house 
■oiOmmeyah, to adopt the principles of Epicurus. 



composed of the most disUt^ishedmeMfoeraf^ society} equalljF 
lHli|i9gtt>8hfed ul eB the learning of that> ^ge^> «« eloquence^, and in 
tl|pix gendus lor Ambhm poetry. For sacdi* it ie admiitedi was 
AbdvAah the 6 <m of Ul Mdkeffis, not kss celebrated for the parity 
ffOd.eloqaenee of his laagai^ aad writaagT* than for his masteiiy sklH 
jVB.Arahie«, whieb^ has classed him simeng the most sublime and elo* 
qt}^ty in that copious and imjMPessive dwleCt ; and of which his 
hteautiftil tmnsUdipa into that language, of the KakdiAwWo-Ddm** 
nnh^ (the Oit and the w.olft the apologues of Baidpay or Prlpai, so 
e^led) is adduced as a splendid and imperishable monument. And 
tn him han accordingly been assigned the first pkce in the records of 
the sect. Such also is described to have been Ally the son of Nefi- 
tein, one ef the chief commanders of the army, during the reign of 
Ul Haudy ; an officer of the highest military reputation, and among 
those moat immediatcdy employed about the person cd* the sovereign, 
iiis &ther, Kcfiieia, had been the finrorite slave, or domestic, of Ul 


Munsur, and held the office of keeper of the great seal of the Khelaufut 
under that monareb, by mhom he is said to have been honoured aboveall 
msakiiid.. He eontmued to hold the same distinguished trust, both 
undes ^ henevolent Mehedy, and his successor the reigning prince* 
Hia sen Ally, together with his eminent command in the army, 
possessed the superiatendanoe in chief of the department oi iutelli* 
genet ; the. viunktus oecunrences which took pfime in diffisrent ptuts 
of the; empire,, being conveyed to him in detail by the proper agentsi 
and by himdigeeaed aodcoaiUiinicated-tQtliaiSQiirereign : fer^obaeiives 
estt mtherf Uhe Yeadim the son of Bhdan among the genuioe Persi* 
Una^ Ally the son of N^eia wwmemtoltexias'tbe most, shilftd pemmaa 
of. dm aga in whkh he Heed, Aodther. of these wortbiee, was 
ArbchiUidh thfc aon of Ohtddudnh the- Veaaeir of lIKehedy, who ooca* 
sifioeUy .offieioaed ats the deputy of hi» fatitor}. tmdet the govemnneat - 
of that; Ukistmem monMMhi Others #cnB AJtduUah the- son of 


Hhend, of Btosaen-of Abbui tfid: near^dUiedrto die'SoiiBteign^On.the 
ahstMtot. aad Y'ahhh tlfc ssiiof AnkJtMtdoatfilirdi ihm- HAreds the 


son of Abdulmhtlqhv at this mrisiii fiii miliiilliiidiiri|jaii rnli on piMld|r» 
ter of the prophet's family, and head ci the illustrious trace of 



#r 

«fiwHony .urei^ . la jie fe^pi ^bracing 

I3iete«etii auad persecuted seclu , 

Ee«WMP<Biu}ad by^tbesedistipguisbpd pecsoiMy tbe 4<^ee ofl^p- 
dUciMu were received to a «uFpr4^pg e^teet amfuig eli claaffca aud 
de»cv4>^<*9 uf loep ; an)ong the .oapst Uluatrious- fer ^beif iearoiqg 
and tnl&a^ as veU as the siiperiors of religion, and the heii^ an^ 
nepreaentatives nf the nehleat families^ In the' time ef ^ebe(|Xi 
tbone in parttcnlat to whom the avaterities, the observances of MAsr 
•tilmaniflin were becpaae laborious ; to whose indolence and luitnrir 
ous habits the task of early prayer, of frequent ablntion in the rigpi^ 
«f winter, and ef fasting in the of^essive heats of summer* had 
faeceme bnrthensome, or intolerable.; to all those, in short* whq Coq$ 
sidered it a hardship to dispense with a small proportion pf thei^ 
wealth in alms, or to restrain themselves in any shape in the indul* 
gence of their apetites and inclinations, a* required in the sactod 
volume of the law, the tenets of the Zendicists hecame a wslcpin^ 
and convenient relaxation. 

It remains to be observed, that when, under the same reign qf 
htehedy, their proselytes became thus numerous and formidable, the 
chiefs above mentioned consulted together on the means of giving to 
their doctrines a permanent ibrm ; hy reducing them tp a code qf 
institutes, similar to that whieh governed the system, which 
appears to have been their principal object to explode. |n the 
** whede design of liis religion,” said these innovators, nothing that 
Mahommed introduced, has been more powerful ip its induence* 
than what be has dictated in the pages of the KorSm ; that bopst qf 
•(the Mossleoss for sublimity of language, for the closeness and per* 
••spicuity of Its periods, and the iahnite variety of im mysteripys 
allusions; which it is their pride to extol, as having bailed every 
effort of the orators, poets, historians rntd rhetoricians, from thu 
period of its descent to the pcfsopt day, to Ptodnoa in the whole 
Aidbian Isttguage, a single section equal insuldiiaity and beanty Pf 
style. ' Few,” eontumed they, *« la it net psoydly asserted by his 
toUamers* that if the langmaga of men and geidi fvere combined 
4^ together to effset such a purpose, || mpuld be found impossible to 
Mooumose say thing parallel tfi U ? iodeeddb<Ndd. 4 he^mi* 



T«ild( 

Tphry. 



A. II. ^pe'lk^WOdd hath spolteAy atad to ptn^bmi what heV’tfl 

^ H “infinite power, is alone capable of arccrtt^dithmg!'* Upon au<ft 
<^nsideratioha^ the leaders of the sect rcabhrcld that it was mevmbOnt 
upon them to produce a book in composition more exquisite, and 4» 
ihatter more sublime than the Kor&n ; to he exhibited to their fidlow- 
ersas what had been invented, through thd- powers of his Own con- 
summate eloquehce, by Mahommed himself' Il^we are constrained 
to confess that this passage, unless indeed it be an en'or in the man- 
uscript, appears totally inconsistent with what we arc taught to 
expect from the premises ; which had led us to suppose it was the 
object of these men to prove that by the mere exertion of human skil^ 
fliey were capable of producing what should be superior to the 
boasted performance of that celebrated impostor. 

Be this, however, as it may, the following four persona pledged 
themselves for the execution of the undertaking ; The already men- 
tioned Abdullah MUkeffia; Abdullah, the son Obaidullah the Vez> 
zeir ; and Abdullah the son of Dkoud, of the race of Abbas ; with 
Satah the son of Abdulkodhs, now first introduced to our notice; and 
altogether, in talents and eloquence, the most distinguished among 
Arabians, But as the most eloquent and accomplished men of that 
age, had long since acknowledged the superior mlents of Abdullah 
Mfikefiia, his collegues united in assigning to him the task ofdicxion 
and composition ; which he accepted on the following stipulatkms. 
That he should be allowed an entire twelve-month to complete his 
' undertaking ; that he should be furnished immediately with so many 
thousand dirhems in specie, and such a supply of parchment and 
writing paper, as he should require ; the paper to serve hiin in the 
preparation of the draught ; and the parchment, for the finished copy 
to be fairly transcribed by bis own hand, m best calculated to admit 
of such erasures as might be found further necessary, in giving to the 
peribrifianc^ its utmdat peifoetion, before it trss committed to rite 
world. He mmeovet leqnired, that, during the peripd in whicb he 
edioiild be* thfis 'employed, afi his expenees should be puactisslly 
defrayed; that hie' should be daily 'supplied - with that speUtBS-of 
aliment which ke detcribed, and fcnew^ suit biBst > with hie uMsti- 
idtiun, and tu nuglneat the powets of iavMtianu witlumt io^gairkijs 



the health or the faculties ; He night he ^tiirdiy 

reUeaed fiom every sp^es of anxiety, he fMrtber, required that a 
.perapn abould be particularly entrusted with the care of providing 
fqr these expeaces,, and of supplying all bis wants. Finally, in 
order that his inind might be perfectly at ease against every appre* 
hension, either of .detection or arrest, or of being even suspected to 
be engaged in such an undertaking, he demanded that no person 
should be allowed on any pretmice to enter his presence, excepting 
the attendant employed to receive his orders. On these conditions 
he pledged himself, at the end of the year, to produce a complete 
performance, in, every point superior to the Korun ; and each of the 
party, engaging respectively for- one or other of these stipulation^, 
the son of Ulmukeffia proceeded without further delay to the execu- 
tion of his design. 

At the expiration of six months out of the twelve, in which he wf« 
pledged to complete his work, no person having hitherto been suffered 
to intrude upon his meditations, bis friends became anxious to 
learu what progress he had made towards a conclusion ; and no longer 
to be restrained from the gratification of their curiosity, they met 
together and hastened to his apartment. There they beheld him sit- 
ting pen in hand, deeply absorbed in study, a sheet of paper laying 
unfolded, before him ; and on each hand of him, heaps of paper, writ- 
ten over on all sides, and torn to fragments. ** Well friend,** said 
his visiters, how hast thou employed thyself for these last six 
“ moDtlis ?’* “ Alas” answered he, “ 1 have employed myself in vain ; 
“ for 1 have done nothing.” “ How so,’* demanded they. “ The first 
**day on which 1 entered upon my undertaking,** replied Abdullah, 

1 applied myself, with the sheets of the Kor&n laid before me, to 
** select from it all those particular pass^^es, which 1 conceived to be 
** the most reuaarkahle for beauty and sublimity, aud which 1 there- 
** fore tlmught the most difficult to emulate or excel ; it being my 
Mdesi^ ta.employ myself in the refutation of such passages, while 
** my faculties were yet fresh and undisturbed, and before the fatigue^ 
** of study should have blunted or impaired the powers of composition. 

Fot this purpose 1 commenced reciting them over and over to 
** myself, in order to- be. the more completely master of the subject, 
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lU-Hv andlhe t)ctter^tGtodtseriminate their )i(iperfectIoM. Y«t4ifiii^ 
whole months that I have thus employed, myself, have 1 been 
2^** ** foiled by a single passage ; neither in all that I have invented* 

•* dictated, and written, obliterated and destroyed, have I yet soc- 
•( ceeded in discharging myself of one sentence that has either met my 
own approbation, or that, in the judgment of others, will bear a 
'‘comparison with the passage which it was designed to excel.” His 
inends desired to know what that formidable passage might be, which 
had thus on the very threshold, defeated his exertions ; he told 
them it was a certain sentence, which he repeated to them, from 
‘the stoi^' of Noah, as related in the Kor&n. They then requested 
* that he would explain to them what he might have committed to 
paper on the subject; that on a more deliberate inspection, something 
might be yet discovered that had possibly escaped his own obser- 
vation. The son of U1 Mukeflia communicated to them accordingly, 
all that he had composed and transcribed, than which it required 
nothing further to convince them of the truth of the statement which 
he had just given them ; for in the whole of the enormous ma.ss of 
papers, in w'hich he had almost buried himself alive, they could not 
discover a single line or sentence, which either in composition or 
argument could bear the slightest comparison with the sacred text, 
which for six months he had, in one instance only, attempted to 
surpass. An occasion is here taken to repeat, that this man was 
acknowledged to he possessed of talents and genius, not inferior to 
any one of the age in which he lived. “ If in six months,” observed 
his friends on this mortifying discovery, “thou hast failed to produce 
“ the refutation of one solitary passage in the Koran, in what rea- 
sonabtc period dost thou conceive it possible,- either to controvert 
“ or parallel the numberless ordinances, decisions, mysterious and 
“ wonderful maxims, with which that extraordinary volume so 

■ “ extensively abounds ? This is a task to which thon art decidedly 
** incompetent. Arise, and consign it to' some one better qualified.” 

■ The project was how'ever finally relinquished as a hopeless coneem, 
and they w'cre compelled to rely, for the advancement of then: doc- 
'trines, bn other expedients, lew dubious in the expeiiiBici^'and 
peiadventure more fitvorable to thei^; views ef stfeeese^ ' 



* 

their pfrostelytes continued to ni|ilti{dyjr widi.c<ttpider- A. H. 
able rapidity, until, under the reign of Mehedy, too openly aspiring at A. D. 786. 
predominance, the Almighty influenced the councils of that prince Tarikh 
to destroy them Uy the sword, in a manner so effectually, that of all 
tlieir -leaders, few surviv'Td. Two chiefs of the illustrious race of 
ll&shem, the great grandfather of the prophet, were however suffered 
for a time to escape the destiny of their associates. These were 
YakAb, hero called the son of U1 Fuzzul, perhaps of Aukkail already 
mentioned, and Abdullah the son of Dkoud, of the hotise of Abbas, 
both indebted for their preservation to a vow of Mehedy's. For so 
many of that distinguished race had been already cut off by the san- 
guinary vengeance of U1 Munsflr, that Mehedy began to apprehend 
the entire extinction of the family ; and he had therefore sworn 
never to put any of them to death. He was accordingly satisfied 
with immuring these two noble persons for life within the enclosure 
of a prison. When llady ascended the throne of the Khalifs, they 
were however commanded to his presence, in order that they might 
be prevailed upon to abjure their pernicious principles. They eon- 
tinned, notwithstanding, unshaken in their prejudices ; persisted in 
tlieir declaration, that the religion of the Mosslems was nothing, and 
that the Koran was neither the w’ord, nor Mahommed the apostle of 
Cod. “ At any rate,” added these men, “ produce to us the proofs 
“ of your system, that we may examine and convince ourselves, 

“ before we embrace it.” On which the whole body of Ulema 
learned in the law, with the readers and expounders of the sacred 
code, entered into a public and solemn disputation with them, and, if 
w'e may credit the assurance of our author, established their claims 
to orthodoxy on the clearest proofs. Their arguments were however 
lost upon these misguided fanatics, who persevered with inflexible 
obstinacy, in rejecting the wholesome tiuths of Isslam. And a 
daughter of Yakflb, being found on her own avowal, pregnant by her 
father, the inc<>stiious intercourse became an aggravation of his 
crimes and impieties, and he was, together with the same daughter, 
and the wretched associate of his errors, condemned to terminate his 
existence on a gallows. Tliis is said to have extinguished, for the 
present at least, every 4 :cmnant of a sect, which for some time appears 
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, tdlia^il 111 disciples of the Itdltlti, Ho fftoonifilei^yife 
alarm for the stability of the orthodox 'religion. 

'Resuming the narrative the history proceeds to observe, that the 
Khaiiful H&dy had for some time lived on terms of great displeasure 
with the dowager Kheizrhnah, the common mother of himself and 
Il^r&n. This princess had, it n^ould appear, during the life of Me- 
hedy, experienced an indulgence without bounds, her husband with- 
holding from her nothing th'at she desired, even to the marks of 
pubHc honor usually reserved for the person of the sovereign ; the 
general and great officers of state being long accustomed to pay 
homage at her palace, before they proceeded to the presence of Me- 
hedy ; thus in appearance at least, fixing the precedence in dignity at 
the gate of Kheizr&nah. She possessed herself, moreover, of what 
does not exactly seem either becoming or expedient in the system 
of oriental manners, the channel of every application to royal favor. 
On the accession of U1 H&dy, she continued to conduct herself, as if 
she expected to retain this species of influence unimpaired ; but her 
son finding himself considerably embarrassed, soon determined to 
retrench that influence, by treating all her applications with a steady 
and mortitying refusal. Under these circumstances, a female atten- 
dant, who was the bearer of such communications as occasionally 
passed between the Khalif and his mother, had conveved to him an 
application from the same quarter, in behalf of Abdullah the son of 
Malek, captain of the guards, or household troops, in the time of 
Mehedy, which he, as usual, rejected. The application was repetded 
by the mother in person, who implored that her son would spare her 
this one mortitying refusal, as her word had been particularly pledged 
on the occasion ; and she assured him it would be the last time that 
he should suffer from a mother’s importunities. To this Ul Jl&dy 
demanded in a tone of indignation, who she conceived herself to be, 
and on what grounds liutliorized to promise, or engage her influence 
to promote the views of any man ; neither 'did he cotnprehend'the 
object of that concourse, which, as if it were the mansion of royalty, 
daily resorted to her gate. It would become her far better to confine 
herself to domestic occupations ; to het spindle and cotton y to the 
•Uidy of her KorSn, and the discharge of her religious duties. .For 



that useless resort applicants at her gate^ a. H. 10^ 
Henceforward,' if he found that a single individual frequented her A. D.ias. 
palace with any such design, she might rest assured of his highest 
disapprobation and displeasure. On which, Khcizr&nah quitted his 
presence in tears and sorrow. 

This was followed by a stern charge to his courtiers to discontinue 
at their peril, that species of intercourse with his mother, which, when 
their own mothers were concerned, they had acknowledged to be so 
gross a violation of decorum. This succeeded in banishing the 
resort of suitors from the palace of Kheizraunah : but the attempt 
which he made about a month afterwards to destroy her by poison, 
under the mask of piolfered kindness, would be sufficient, without 
any further proof, to brand with infamy the memory of U1 Haudv,' 
were it not in some degree surpassed by the implacable cruelty of a 
mother’s vengeance, to which he ultimately fell himself a victim. 

For thepres(*nt, however, the altercation terminated in a solemn vow, 
on the part of Kheizraunah, that she would never more hold either 
converse or communication with this unnatural son. 

It is alleged that I'l Ilaudy, before he had been long in posses- Kbolanssut. 
aion of the sove ei^n power, entertained the design of extruding his ul-aklibaur, 
brother llarun froui his claim to the succession, for the purpose of 
securing it for his own son Jauffer : and the circumstance coming 
to the knowledge of llarun, the latter consulted with Yaheya the 
Son of K haled, of the race of Barmek, whose consummate prudence 
was long become proverbial with every rank and age, on the steps 
which he was to follow for the preservation of his rights. Yaheya 
admonished him, without disguise, to beware of acceding to any 
proposal which might eventually debar him from the glories of a 
crown. Of which honest admonition, U1 Ilaudy, by some means or 
other, becoming apprized, Yaheya was immeJiately seized and com- 
mitted to the wholesome solitude of a prison. From thence, as was 
related at a subsequent period by Mahommed, one of the sons of that 
illustrious minister, he addressed a note to Ul Ilaudy, requesting 
that he might be favored with a prizate interview, as he had some 
auvice to offer, of considerable importance. He was accordingly 
admitted to the presence of Ul ilaudy, who demanded ^hat it w'as 



JL p. 19 4 iay, . H L^ould first desire to knQW,” o^^e^e;|. 

A. P..78^ jn reply, “ whether at the present crisis, if a misfinrtune were to hap^ 
“ pen to the person of njy sovereign, which may his servant nevey 
** live to behold, the diflerent orders of the people are prepared to 
“ submit to the authority of a minor, such as Jauffi^r, so long before 
“ he has attained to the age of discretion,’* - “ That is a reflectiotl 
“ from which 1 have derived some uneasiness,” said the Kbalif. 
“ I believe it not impossible,” continued Yaheya, “ that certain distin- 
“ guished personages of the race of H&shem,” whom he named, 
“ might interfere onsuch an occasion ; and that the sovereignty might, 
“not improbably, depart altogether from thesonsof Mehedy.” After 
allowing to the Khalif a moment’s reflection, Yahej'a assumed sufli^ 
cient confidence to state further, that he conceived it, for the present, 
most advisable to desist from urging the abdication of JIarun ; and 
that he would be responsible to prevail upon him to acknowledge the 
authority of Jaufler, the moment he became of age. U1 liaudy 
appears to have assented to this species of arrangement, and permit- 
ted Yaheya to return to his prison. Nevertheless, it w'ill soon be 
found that the jealousy, the aversion, which had possessed the mind 
of U1 Haudy against his brother and his loo zealous adviser, was of 
a nature that no palliative could remove or appease. 

Such a state of mind could not, perhaps, long continue unproduc- 
tive of some violent result. Accordingly JJavethmah the son of 
Eyfin, one of the principal ministers of U1 Iliidy is introduced to 
relate, that he was summoned by ^is master to attend him one day 
contrary to custom, in his private cabinet. When he repaired to his 
presence, he was desired to secure the door, and be seated ; and that 
when, in some degree of perturbation, he had obeyed these com- 
mands, the Khalif addressed him in the following terms. “ Thou 
“ hast doubtless witnessed the manner in which this dog of a schis- 
“ matic, Yaheya the SOB of Khaled, presumes to comport himself 
^‘towards me, in his undisguised intrigues, to bias the afiections of the 
“people in favor of H&rtin. This night it will behove thee to bring 
me the head of llarun.” Trembling in every limb at these por- 
tentous words, the minister implored, his master, with the deepest 
hum^ityi to couBidet that ilashid was his own and only brother, and 
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ti'ould forever Incur, both here andhereaftcr» the reprobjdionofGodaiid A.D.Wo, 
,tnan. “If ttiy orders are disobeyed,” observed U1 Hhdy, “ thy own head 
will be theforfeit.” On which, Harethmah feelihg himself constrained * 

to express his compliance, the Khalif proceeded further to direct* 
that when he had dispatched the business of Hnriin, he w'as imme^ 
diately to visit the prisons, and banish to another world, every incli* 
vidual whom he should find there, belonging to the race of Abdtau*^ 
leb. And he was last of all, to take a division of the troops and 
march towards Kufah ; which city, after withdrawing from it all the 
posterity of Abbas, with their dependants, he was to consume to 
ashes. Harethmah again endeavoured to remonstrate on the magni- 
tude of the task thus imposed upon him, when his master put an 
end to all argument, by assuring him that there was no alternative; 
and that he was not to stir from the spot until he received his final 
orders to i)rocecd to the execution of the several duties, which he 
'was now selected to discharge. 

L’l JIudy then withdrew to some other part of the palace, leaving 
Iliirethmah to meditate in silence and alarm on what had passed; 
the latter not a little aggravated by the apprehension, that having 
discovered his unwillingness to be the instrument of his cruelt}', the 
Khalif was about to devolve the odious service to some other person ; 
and that on his return, he should infallihy be made the sacrifice of 
his vengeance. At all events he determined, if it was his destiny to 
escape the present danger, to seek some distant abode, where 
unknown and undistinguished, he might pass his days in peace and 
obscurity. In this state of painful incertitude he continued until 
midnight, when a <lomestic appeared and told him that the Khalif 
tequired his attendance'. On which, having solemnly repeated his 
profi'ssion of faith, as if about to die, Im followed the domestic until 
• he found himself in a part of the palace where his ears were assailed 
by the voices of the women. Here be made a resolute stand, declar- 
ing, that hc'simiihl not advance a step further, unless he was directed 
- to approach in the Klialif’s own voice. At this moment he beard 
himst'lf addressed by one of the feuialqs, who called out that she w'as 
Kheizrauuah, and w hodesired him to enter, and behold what had bcfallca 



ventured into the Kpartraen^, whefe 
m behind the hangingSt that God Almighty 
*^*®**“*^ had delivered himself and all mankind from the tyranny of MAssa ; for ^ 
he was dead. Go/' said she, ** and convince thysell.” On which, 
removing the linen cover, which had been thrown over the face of 
UlHady, he found indeed, as she had represented, that the tyrant 
was no more. Kheizraunah then proceeded to relate, that coming 
to the apartment where he now lay, she had cast the veil from her head, 
and implored U1 Hady to spare the life of his brother ; and that, con- 
tinuing to resist all her intr.'aties with unrelenting obstinacy, he was 
suddenly seized with a fit of coughing, of which, as every expedient 
to relieve him proved un availing, he expired. She concluded, by 
charging H&rethmah to repair without delay to Yaheya the son 
IG'hlcd, and announce the ev nt, with her desire that he should 
immediately secure for Harunrashid, the entire allegiance of the 
people. In compliance with her instructions, Harcthinah hastened 
accordingly to apprize Yaheya of the unexpected catastrophe, and 
to make with him the arrangements necessary to the inauguration of 
llarAn. Abdullah MamAn, the eldest son of HarAn, by a concubine, 
was born, it would appear, the same night, which has therefore 
received from historians, the appellation of Leylut-c-ILashcmiah, the 
night of the Hhshemites ; being distinguished by the death of one 
Khalif, the enthronement of another, and the birth of a third. 

The death ofUlHaudy has however been asoiibed by histori- 
ans to a variety of esuses. According to the statement of one of them, 
a worm was generated in his bowels, which prevented him alike 
from rest and sustenance, and in three days, after producing the 
most cruel suffering, put a period to his existence. This was pro- 
nounced by his mother a judgment for his crimes. Another state- 
ment is introduced to allege, that his women were bribed by the 
money of Kheizraunah, to smother him with bolsters, while over- 
come with wine and debauch.* By a third, it is ascribed to an 
immediate manifestation of divine justice, for an act of wanton 
niicl deliberate cruelty. Some days previous to his disolution, while 
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'dmusingliimself m the neighbourhood of £ls8a>tthad, a Fer&sh, or ear- 
pet spreader, was employed in unfolding some hangings to intercept 
the view of the multitude from U1 Haudy, when the latter suddenly 
demanded of his courtiers whether they thought he had sufficient 
skill to lodge an arrow in the heart of this man. At the same time 
that they gave him full credit for his skill, they honestly represented 
the atrocious inhumanity of imbruing his hands in the blood of his 
unconscious and unoffending attendant. The Khalif was, however* 
not to be dissuaded from his rash experiment, and the unfortunate 
and unsuspecting Ferash, receiving the arrow through his body* 
expired on the spot. The foul deed immediately struck the wretched 
monarch in all its horrors. He sent for all the relative^ of his 
murdered domestic, and endeavoured, by all the sacrifices in his power, 
to satisfy and appease their resentment. But the just vengeance of his 
creator was not to be averted. An eruption made its appearance on 
the upper part of his foot, in the shape of a small pimple, which 
though it was the employment of four persons to rub, or chafe it 
without intermission, never suffered him to enjoy a moment’s repose. 
It at last produced a mortification, the odour of which was so offen- 
sive, tliat it became almost impossible to approach the apartment 
in which he lay. In this state he languished to the third day, when 
he sunk into the arms of death. 

This event, whatever were the circumstances by which it was 
occasioned or attended, is stated to have taken place at Eissa-abad, a 
dependency of the district of Mossul, on the eighth day of the first 
Rebhcia, of the year one hundred and seventy ;* U1 Hkdy being as 
yet no more than six and twenty, and having reigned but thirteen 
months and some days, calculating from the demise of his predecessor. 
He was buried in one of his gardens at Eissa-abad, his brother 
Harfin performing the funeral obsequies over his grave. In his per- 
son he is described to have been tall ; in his countenance handsome. 

4 * 

and in complexion fair. His lower lip being, however, shorter than 
the upper, and his upper teeth longer than the lip, were so protruded 
as to give to his visage an appearance rather ludicrous, and to pro- 
cure him the nick-name of Mfissa Ettebaka, Mussa shut you^ 

* September 6tb, A. D. 786. 
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we»ocable aad ^aoguiaai^r tynat, junsj^aii^g ia his .dispicnuMitioa 
2^^ itise hiirs of public ju^ice, wbioh, uuitcmpcsied ivijlt xaexi^„ he 
*****^ ^dmiaisteared to the extseouty cf dgour.* 

iUR&xsiijo fi’Iujtsf tlie sonof Mehedy, fifth Khafifof 

. 4he bouse <of Abbas, on the night on whtch his brother perished ii the 
planner above related, was securely 'established, through the prompt 
and united exertions of Y aheya the son of Khaled, and the above- 
inentioned Ilaretbmab, or Harthcmah, on the ^rone of the Khelau- 
iifth Khaiif fut. Having performed (be last duties to the remains of Ui Haudy, 
of the house the oew monarch hastened the next day to die metropolis of Bagb- 
of Abbas. with the seal of state, he consigned to Yaheya the son 

<af Khaled, of whose prudence and attachment he had expcrieucod 
repeated proofs, the entire and alisolutc management of his empire. 
Jn -the ensuing month -of Shavaul, his favorite consort, Zobaidah, 
nvas delivered of Mahommed ul Amein, j ust seven months and twenty 
day« after bis acoession.^ 

At the period ef his exaltaition, Har4n had attained to his two 
.and twentieth year^ having been born at Rai, or Rey, while his fa> 
Aher was resklHig at that city ; and the birth of Jfazcol the son of 
Yaheya, taking place teu days afterwards, bis mother was chosen for 
the nurse of Hariln, and Fazzel became thus tba ibster brother of his 
future BovereigB ; a circumstaoce which may further account for the 
•unbounded influence anjoyed, under the reign of this monarch, by 
ithc 4)]iustru>tts /family uf Barmek. 

As the allegianee of the principal officers of the army had been 
.already pledged, at the requisition of Ul U&dy, to his nephew Jauf« 
/fer, Uar&n^s earliest attention was directed to remove -this embar- 
rassment; and the young prince was accordingly prevailed upon to 
make a public abdication of his -daims; dedaring;, that he fredy 
absolved frmn tbdr engagements, these who bad sworn to heiaithfiU to 
bimself, and.tbat/the impeual dignity «had justly devolved to his uodo 
. d^arfia. 

, ^iUisbniMteitsiUiMlir. ^ By the ftne •ftGod^.Mge.disoKeVpmdmh 
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Ag ains t all competition, Hariin, as faer'wtts standing ^ne^dajr stitTOiHided A. D»7a^ 
by his troops near the bridge of the Tigris, related to his miniisCer Tarikii 
Yaheya that he had received from bis father, a ruby, the valire of Tebiy. 
which had been estimated at one hundred thousand diihems.* This 
beautiful jewel, as he wore it on one of his visits to U1 had 

unfortunately excited the cupidity of that prince, and he was stH^ 
prised on his way home, by a message desiring that it nright be 
immediately sent to him. When this unexpected request was 
communicated to him, he happened to be on that part of the bridge 
near which they now stood ; and feeling himself not a little provoked, 
he drew the ring from his finger, and immediately cast it into the 
river. lie acknowledged at the same time, that a period of five 
months had elapsed, since the circumstance had taken phce. 
Nevertheless he now desired that some divers might be immediately 
employed to try whether they could not recover his ring. These 
me n, notwithstanding their representations of the impracticability of 
succeeding in such an atternpt after such a lapse of time, were accord- 
ingly directed to plunge into the stream of the Tigris; and having 
sufficiently explored the bottom of the river, they at hast, contrary 
to ail expectation and probability, brought up the ring ; which, as an 
omen auspicious to his reign, was received by Ufirfin with abundant 
satisfaction. Such a circumstance may perhaps, by many of otrr 
readers,. be considered too romantic for serious history; neverriieless 
finding it almost immediately on the threshold, we have not been 
able to reject it entirely. We shall now proceed to the morte 
important events, such as they stand recorded in the mannscript 
before us, of the reign of this celebrated monarch, whose name and 
private history are already so familiar to our earliest recollections. 

Although the seals of his government had, in the manner alreatjty 
related, been consigned by HaHin to his minister Yaheya, of the racfc 
of Barmek, the dow'ager Kbeizraunah had, in a great measnre, 
resumed the influence which she had been seen to exercise, dtiriug 
the reign of Mehedy. Nothing was therefore, for a long time, carri.'d 
into execution by the minister, without the previous considerdtiou 
end sanction of that princess. In the mean time, fXarun, who 
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jk* fl. vjk. seems ter \um embaitassed blnaelf as litde m. {iMsible willi' ^eibaie# 
A. P. 9&t, sovereignty, was engaged about this period on a visit to the ancient 
Tdss, which he repeopled, and restored to a state of r^air. 
ewy, commencement of the year one hundred and seventy -three,* 

on her return from a pilgrimage to Mekkah, Kheizraunah reposed, in 
the arms of death, from the anxieties of ambition. An event which 
lodged the delegated authority of government, without an associate, 
in the hands of Yaheya. The latter being then employed in Khor- 
assaun, w'as immediately recalled, and his grandson, Abbas the son 
of Jauffer, appointed to succeed him as governor of that province. 

In the course of one hundred and seventy-five, f Mahommed ul 
A mein, the son of H&riin by Zobaidah, then only in his fifth year, 
was declared heir apparent to the Kbelaufut, to the exclusion of his 
elder brother ul M&mhn : an arrangement with which, as it was 
expected there might be some dissatisfaction among the people of 
Khorassaun, on account of the minority of Ainein, Fazzel the son of 
Y^aheya, the governor of the youug prince, and the foster brother of 
Harftn, was deputed to preside over that province ; instead of Abbas 
the son of Jauffer, who was now recalled, until the allegiance of that 
important part of the empire should be secured for the heir apparent 
fleet. This object being however completed at the expiration of a 
twelve-month, Fazzel was himself recalled ; and the government of 
Khorassaun transferred by liarun to his own maternal uncle Otreif, 
the couzin german of Kheizraunah, here stated to have been origi- 
nally of Y emen ; but being removed by the vicissitudes of war and 
fortune, to MossAl, and ultimately to Tebristaun, she there fell into 
the hands of Mehedy, and became his favorite mistress. The address 
of Fazzel was next employed to secure for his pupil the allegiance of 
Ir&k; and being equally fortunate in his exertions in that province, 
bis services were immediately remunerated by the government of all 
the territory lying to the westward and northward of Khorassaun ; 
incl uding the dependencies of Rai, Koumiss, Tebristaun, (the anci- 
ent Hyrcania) and Kohestaun, Hamadaun and'Nibawend, to the 
borders of irkk, together with the whole of Azerbayjan, and part of 
JismeiUA, 
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Vraugkt to the year one httedardand seventy «x, in A. K. AMk 
iwhieh Yahejra the son of AhdtfHah ul Bftsseyny, the Fatimite, A. D. 
revolted i^inst the authority of HSirAn, and made himself master of 
the inaccessible province of Tebristaun. The fate of HAsseyne, who 
fell near Mekkah, in the reign of Ul H&dy, has already occurred to 
the attention of the reader. He left two cousins,- Yabeya and Idrisi 
brothers of the Mahmnmed and Ibrauhim, who revolted, the one at 
Medeinah, and the other at Bassorah, in the time of Ul Munshr. 

On the death of their relative near Mekkah, Yaheya and Idris con- 
trived to escape from the field of battle, the latter to Tinjah, sup- 
posed to be Tangier on the coast of Africa, where he successfully 
proclaimed the rights of his family, and was acknowledged by the 
people. But he was subsequently reached by the emissaries of Ul 
HSldy, and destroyed by poison. Yaheya, on the contrary, directed 
his flight into Guilan, where he was cordially received by the natives, 
who recognized his authority, and soon enabled him to appear at the 
head of a numerous army. 

The adjoining province of Tebristaun being under the authority of 
Fazzel Barmekky, an army of fifty thousand men was allotted to him 
by llardn, for the suppression of this revolt against his government. 

Vith this force Fazzel proceeded to the city of llai, where he 
remained stationary for a twelve-month, engaged in a negociation 
with the insurgent Yaheya. At the expiration of that period, he 
prevailed upon Y'aheya by various promises to lay aside his hostile 
views, and to throw himself on the clemency of Harfin. Before he 
finally consented, however, to place himself in the hands of his enemies, 

YTaheya transmitted to Fazzel the schedule of a treaty, to which he 
required the signature of the Khalif, as a guarantee for the perform- 
ance of the conditions. The treaty was accordingly conveyed to 
Har^n ; and returned by him soon afterwards, with his own ratifica- 
tion, attested by the hand writing of many of the principal members 
of his court, and of the most respectable citizens of BaghdM. *Ya- 
heya no longer hesitated to commit himself to the protection of 
Fazzel, who proceeded without delay to conduct him towards the 
metropolis ; and Harfm, on his part,appearinginfinitely gratified by this 
pUaiameot of iiis object, without the hazard of a conflict, ordered 



M.- I'M. t6e Bfceets -of die ’Caty to be splendidly deoooatad for die reoe y tioif of 
A. D. 79t. Yaheya, who was treated on the occasion with a distinetion beyond 
TariUi mogt flattering expectations. He continued to experience the 
same liberal treatment for about five monthe; but at the expiration 
of that period, on the pretence that some leMets had been intercepted 
commg to him from the refractory Deylemites, he was thrown into 
prison. The sequel of his story will appear in due time. 

in the course of one hundred and seventy-seven,* the government 
of Khorassaun was transferred, on the removal of Otreif, to Hamzah 
•the son of Malek. That of Egypt was about the same time bestowed 
upon Jauffer Barmekky, the son of the prime minister, and the partis* 
Tular fiivorite of Har^n. Hamzah enjoyed his authority for about 
a twelve month, when he was recalled, and the noble and extensive 
province under his jurisdiction, consigned to the able and accom- 
plished Fazzel. This latter took possession of his government in one 
hundred and seventy -eight,'f and during the period of seven years, in 
which it is here said to have continued under his authority, although 
we do not exactly comprehend how this is to be reconciled with the 
appointments and removals, which will immediately appear, rendered 
hknself not less distinguished by his exemplary justice and integrity, 
than by his consummate prudence and abilities. The following year 
Jsuficr was sent for by Harun, to appease the commotions which are 
acknowledged about this period to have arisen in Syria : such indeed 
as to have required the services of some of the most distinguished 
eaptains in the empire ; and among others of Harethmah the son of 
£yfin, who was withdrawn on the occasion from his command in 
Africa. Supported, however, by the presence and exertions of this 
able commonder and his associates, Jaufler succeeded in a sliort 
lime, in restoring the tranquillity of his province ; and in the course 
of tlieyear consigning it to the charge of a deputy, repaired to Bagb> 
d&d. Notwithstanding' the circumstance just related,, with respect to 
bis brother Fazzel, the government of Khorassaun was now conferred 
npoH Jauffer, that of Syrian with probably that of Egypt, being 
assigned to his son Eissa. In the coursh of the same year, having 
contracted some dislike to the metropolis of Baghdad, because, as he 
alleged, the air of the place did not agree with his coiistkutkHi^ 
Harun transferred his residence to Rakkah on the Euphrates, (the 
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•ncieut JsTlcepWiMl*^ here stajted to be a dependency ef MosaMe, 
bav-ing established U4 Amein In the goverament of the capital. From 
^kkah he removed, however, in a short -time to Heirajb ; but receiv- 
ing some dffeace or other from the inhabitants, he quitted that place 
after adding considerably to its buildings, and returned again te 
Rakkah, which appears henceforward to have become his principal 
and favorite residence. 

During the year one hundred and (ughty, we are infoimed that 
Hariin was engaged at the head of a great army, in a religious expe- 
dition against the territories of the Greek empire; of which, however, 
the author has furnished us with no other circumstances, than that 
he redoced and laid in ruins, the city of Sefsauf, (the city of wUlows) : 
hut whether this refers to the subsequent hostilities in the time of 
h^icephorus the first, during which, it is said, that he destroyed the 
city of Heraclea, on the Euxine, it is not at present easy to determine- 
df the date is at all to be relied on, this invasion is, however, to be 
assigned to the reign of the ambitious Irene, whose contests with her 
non may have encouraged the hostile designs of Hardn. On his return 
/rom this expedition, Harun conferred the government ofKhorassaup 
.upon Ally the son of Eissa ben Mahan. But a charge of malversa- 
,tiou being convoyed against that chief, he was recalled at the expir- 
ation of a twelve month, being directed to leave his province under 
)the administration of a deputy. The governor of Khorassaun ap- 
pointing his own son Y aheya to command in his absence, hastened 
tto vindicate his conduct, loaded with a profusion of presents for the 
Khalif, whom he found means to conciliate without great difficulty; 
.and in short, to convince that he .had been unjustly calumniated. 
Jle was in consequence sent back in triumph, to wreak his vengeance 
«en .his accusers. About the same period an insurrection brake out in 
’the territory of Nissa, on the border of -Khorassaun towards Kharezm* 
of which, a certain rebel of the name of Ebenul Khateib, was at the 
rhead. But Ally the son of Eissa, bmng directed as the lieutenant 
*of U1 MamCia, now .associated with his brother as co-heir to the em- 
ipire, 'to oppose -the insurgent, their chief was soon afterwards killed 
by that commander, and the insurrection entirely suppresed. 
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A. H. IM. Daring the year one hundred and eighty six, Harftn, accompanied 

A. D. 808. jjy young princes, his sons, proceeded on a religious visit to 

***' sacred cities. While at Yathreb, (Medeinah, formerly so 

called) he distributed to the inhabitants three separate and magni^ 
ficent largesses, one in the name of himself, and the others in those 
of his two sons. Similar proofs of his liberality were exhibited at 
Mekkah ; so tUllt the charges occasioned by these disbursements, and 
other expences of his pilgrimage, are said to have amounted to the 
sum of one million of dinaurs,* and fifty thousand dirhems.f It has 
been already noticed, that U1 Amein stood nominated as sole succes- 
sor to the throne of the Khalifs, as far back as the year one hundred 
and seventy-five ; but as he and his elder brother g^ew towards man- 
hood, their father sought to obviate the jealousies and hostilities 
which might too probably ensue, by an equal division of the empire 
between them. For this purpose he had recently caused U1 Mam&n 
to be publicly announced as heir to the Khelaufut, next after U1 
Amein ; on which occasion the empire appears to have been appor- 
tioned betwixt the two princes, in the following manner. The pro- 
vinces eastward of the ridges of Hftlwaun, comprising the various 
territories of Kermansh^han, Nihawend, Kom, and Kashan, Isfahaun, 
Farss and Kermaun ; Rai, Koumiss, Tebristaun, Khorassaun, with 
Mauwerunneher, the country beyond the Oxus so called, Zkbfil, 
and K&bdl, and the territory on the Indus, including a part of 
Hindostaun, were alloted to U1 MJimfln. While Baghdad, Watisset, 
Khfah and Bassorah, with all western Mk, the two provinces of 
Syria, Mossfkle and Jezzeirah, (on the Upper Tigris and Euphrates) 
Hejauz and Egypt, to the remotest boundaries of the west, became 
the share of U1 Amein. In the instrument by which HarAn liad thus 
disposed of this splendid inheritance, it was further stipulated that 
U1 Amein should fijt the seat of his government at Baghd&d, and Ul 
M&mdn at Merd ; and that on the death of either, the whole of his 
allotment should devolve to the survivor. • When it was however 
understood that, in this magnificent distribution, the Khalif had 
entirely excluded a younger son of the name of Kaussem, whose 
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education had been entrusted to Abdulm^lek the son of Salah, of the 
race of Abbas, the latter wrote to Harhn soliciting that his pupil 
might not be left so totally destitute of all participation in his favor. 
Some of the towns of Jezzeirah, with Mossdle, and the territory 
adjoining to the frontiers of Rilm,* and the defiles of Mount Taurus, 
M’ere accordingly assigned to that prince; with thetitleof Mfitemmen,or 
trust worthy, which was conferred upon him at the same time by his 
father. To add the last solemnity to these arrangements, it is further 
said, that the two princes, U1 Amein and U1 M^mfin, were publicly 
sworn in the sanctuary of the Kaaubah by their father, on this occa- 
sion, never to engage in hostilities against each other ; all the nobles 
of the empire on the spot were called upon to bear witness to the 
engagement ; and the stipulations of the instrument of succession 
thus solemnly ratified, being then published aloud from the vestibule, 
Hnrun finally directed that a copy of it should be suspended at. the 
door of the Kaaubah. But as the paper happened to drop from the 
hands of the person employed to suspend it, the by-standers drew 
from the circumstance, an omen inauspicious to the conclusion. 
They did not hesitate to predict that the expectations founded upon 
it, would never be realized ; and that the harmony of the two bro- 
thers was not destined to be of any duration. These important 
arrangements dispatched, Ilarun returned soon afterwards to Rakkah, 
sending Ul Amein to take up his abode at Baghdad. 

Hitherto the character of Ilariin, if it exhibits nothing peculiarly 
attractive, may nevertheless be contemplated, if not with approba- 
tion, certainly without aversion ; but it is said that one of the inse- 
parable properties of arbitrary power, is to pervert and vitiate the 
noblest propensities of the heart. At all events the story which now 
claims our attention, of his unrelenting cruelty to the illustrious 
race of Barmek, who had so long served him with such distinguished 
proofs of zeal and fidelity, would lead us to infer, that in a period 
of seventeen years, from a prince of moderate, if not amiable qual- 
ities, he was become a detestable and sanguinary tyrant. 

Of this illustrious family, long known to the w'estern world un- 
der the designation of the Barmecides, the oriental writers have in 
general united to consecrate the memory, to the esteem and applause 
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«!' ^sterity. To Ynheyti the prime minister, exdusire of his tiMIt- 
cendent wisdom, and the most exalted mental attainments, they 
have in particular ascribed every laudable and virtuous quality that 
can aspire to, or command the love and admiration of mankind. 
Ilis son Fazzel, together with the most unbounded liberality of diS'* 
position, they have endowed with the most exemplary and ardent 
zeal to promote the ends of justice. For Jautfer, another of the sons 
of Yaheya, in addition to all these qualities, which he also possessed 
in a very eminent degree, they claim an unrivalled excellence in skilful 
penmanship, and elegance of composition ; the former an acquire- 
ment of no trifling v’alue, before the inestimable discovery of the art of 
printing had superseded its importance. To Mahomroed the third, they 
have assigned the most exalted magnanimity; and on Milssa, the fourth 
son of this enviable parent, they have bestowed the wreath of prowess, 
and intrepidity of mind, in which he is said to have surpassed all 
parallel or competition. In short, such was the influence implanted 
in the bosom of Harun by this unrivalled display of talents and 
virtue, that from the earliest period of his accession, to the year one 
hundred and cightj'^-seven, when his disposition towards them un- 
derwent a fearful change, the entire administration of his exten- 
sive dominions, in all its departments, was entrusted to the sole 
and exclusive management of Yaheya, and the admirable band of 
brothers whom we have just described; with this only distinction, 
that Fazzel, and Jaufier, but the latter in particular, enjoyed a 
more unreserved and intimate share in the confidence of their sover- 
eign ; which they nobly justified by the brightest example of liber- 
ality and beneficence. 

When their father became advanced in years, Fazzel and Jaufler 
W'cre alternately employed, at the discretion of Harun, as his depu- 
ties in the civil administration of the empire ; that being a branch of 
the service from* which, by their military designation, the two other 
brothers, Mahommed and Mhssa, both Ameirs, or generals in the 
army, appear to have been excluded. Yaheya had at the tame time 
other children ; and each of the sons was the parent of a numerous 
£uaily, which promised to continue the name to a r^oote posterity. 



Eftch was distinguished by tiie highest employments of the state, A. H. iMb 
either civil or military ; and all grew great under the influence of A. D. eoa^ 
their father's acknowledged talents and superior abilities. Tarikh 

It has been already intimated that of the two elder brothers, Fazzel Tabiy, 
and Jauffer, the latter enjoyed a more distinguished share in the 
Ehalif's favor ; this is, perhaps, to be accounted for by the following 
circumstance. We have seen it stated on a former occasion, that 
Fazzel was the foster brother of Hardn, nursed at the same breast. 

A tie which produced betwixt them, as might have been expected, 
the closest intimacy and affection. Hence in process of time, Fazzel 
became the associate of his master's most private pleasures, from 
which a liberal indulgence in wine was not excluded. But as these 
scenes of indulgence passed in the midst of the women of the Kha« 
lif’s family, and were heightened by all the charms of poetry and 
music, Fazzel found it extremely difficult to close his eyes against 
the fascination which surrounded him. He therefore prudently with- 
drew himself from the spell, and above all things, ever afterwards 
abstained from the use of wine. Whether this w'as considered as 
a tacit condemnation of the debauched and efleminate life of his so- 
veregn, we are left to determine. The favor of Hariun was, how- 
ever, soon afterwards transferred to Jaufler, who became then, to his 
misfortune, the inseparable companion of those pleasures, from 
which his brother had, to all appearance, so prudently withdrawn. 

Broken with age, and the cares and anxieties of his important and 
laborious trust, Yaheyahad long since besought his master’s permis- 
sion to retire from office, and pass the remainder of his days at Mek- 
kah. In this, however, he had not been able to succeed ; Harun 
alleging from time to time, that as his sons Fazzeland Jauffer were both 
eminently qualified for the Yizaurut, he might appoint either of 
them that he thought proper, to officiate in his room: that he would 
be always prepared to attend to such measures as they were disposed to 
submit for the sanction of his orders. He should only require of them 
still to avail themselves of the matured counsels and experience of 
their father, by subjecting such orders to his considerati.m, previous 
to tlieir final execution. At the same time, though he forbore to 
a9kaowledge it, the inclinations of HarUn were already disposed in 
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A. H. 180 . favor of Jaufier. But as Yaheyadoes not appear to have been awarcr 
A. D. 802. of the preference, he made choice of Fazzcl, to whom he accordinji^ly 
Tarikh entrusted the seal of his sovereign ; and Fazzel continued for a period 
Tebiy. years to exercise the functions of the Vizzaurut, or prime 

ministry, as his father's locum-tenens ; Hariin all this time tacitly 
acquiescing in the choice. At the expirationofthatperiod hovrever, he 
conferred the ministry upon his favorite Jauffer ; and taking the seal 
from Fazzel, he sent it to Yaheya with the following message. “ As 
“ thou art the best judge of their qualifications, it is of course at thy 
“ option to lodge my seal with either of thy sons, as may best accord 
** with thine own discretion. Nevertheless I would remind thee, 
** that for my part, it is far from my intention that it should be disposed 
** of to either, contrary to thy inclinations.” Yaheya now retained 
the seals in his own hands, and continued to discharge the duties of 
the A’’izzaurut without a substitute until that period in which his 
fortunes were destined to experience a dreadfid and memorable 
reverse. For continues the author, in this world is there that man 
who will venture to affirm, that, either among the ancient Persians, 
or the more recent sovereigns of isslim, any monarch hath ever 
assigned to minister or peer that influence over his government, and 
the domestic concerns of his family, which was enjoyed by Yaheya, 
and his sons; and after all, that it should have terminated so deplor- 
ably ? 

A variety of reasons have, however, been assigned for the disgrace 
and ruin of this celebrated family. And first of all, the protracted 
period of their ascendancy ; for, w'hen a person has continued long 
in the management of affairs, it is observed, that* he will unavoida- 
bly have created a number of enemies, because it is impossible to 
please the whole world. Aware of this result, Yaheya besought his 
discharge from office, and was disappointed. As another circum- 
stance which contributed to the fall of the race of Barmek, it is 
stated, that there lived at Rakkah, a person called Mahommed the 
so of Laith, surnamed Abili Rabbcia, related to the family of the 
prophet, and not less distinguished for his pious and blameless life, 
than for his capacity and literary attainments. By such considera- 
tions he had become u kind of oracle with the people ; but unfor- 
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sately receiving some offence from Yaheya, he resented the injury A. H. lae. 
by impeaching him to the Khalif, as a profligate and abandoned A. D.802. 

• Zendicist. “ How,” said he in the letter which he addressed to 
Harfln on the occasion, “ will their sovereign answer to his creator 
“ on the awful day of retribution, or what possible reason will he 
allege for placing the destinies of a faithful people at the disposal 
“ of Yaheya the son of Khaled, his sons, and the other branches of his 
“ family, deeply polluted as they are by the principles of Zendicism, 

“ and infidelity in its most pernicious form ?” To this malevolent 
accusation Yaheya was no stranger, although he seemed to treat it with 
silent contempt, until one day that liarun pointedly interrogated 
him^ as to what he thought of the character of Mahommed the son of 
Laith. “ He is my lord,” then replied Yaheya on his part, "‘an 
hypocritical miscreant, not less to be reprobated for the depravity 
“ of his principles, than for the pernicious doctrines by which he has 
“ contrived to seduce the minds of the people ; a base and malignant 
“ slanderer, without faith and without religion in any shape.” In 
the same strain he proceeded further to delineate the character of his 
accuser, until he produced at last, in the mind of Ilarikn, that impres- 
sion to his disadvantage, which terminated in the confinement of his 
person. The accusation continued to operate, nevertheless, in the 
recollection of the Khalif; the religious pemuasion of the family of 
Barinek became with him from henceforward the subject of perpetual 
inquiry ; and the impressions which were already accumulating in his 
mind to their prejudice, derived additional force from the information 
which he received on that subject from such as were unfavorably 
disposed towards his minister. 

Another circumstance which is described to have impeached the 
attachment, or integrity, of Yaheya and his family in the opinion of 
their sovereign, is the following. We have already noticed the 
manner in which Yaheya, the son of Abdullah the Husseynite, who 
had revolted iii Tebrist^n against the authority of Harun, w'as pre- 
vailed upon through the intervention of Fazzel, to commit himself 
to his protection ; the reception of that insurgent at Baghdad, and 
bis subsequent seizure and imprisonme.it. Harfin, not possessing on 
this occasion sufficient confidence in any one but Jaufler, committed 



A. if. 18«. tbfi unfortunate captive to liis custody, with a particular ehai^g^e 16 
A. P. aoa. adopt the strongest precautions i^inst the possibility of his escape. 

Tvrikk Y abeya continued under this species of restraint fox some time ; until « 

one evening that be contrived to interest in his favor the compassion 
of his keeper. “ Alas Jau0er,** exclaimed he, **• knowing whose 
descendant 1 am, independent of any other claim to thy respect, 
canst thou thus consent to be an accomplice in my death ? Reflect 
also on the solemn treaty, by which alone 1 was persuaded to lay 
myself at the mercy of those, who have so basely violated their 
“ engagements with me.” ** From this moment,” replied Jauffer, 
“ thou art at liberty ; go where thou wilt : and 1 will be responsible 
to Rashid.” Yaheya accordingly made his escape; but as the 
circumstance became known to Faxzel, the Khalit's chamberlain, he 
immediately reported it to bis master, whose patience on discovering 
the truth of the report is something remarkable. The next dn}', 
while engaged at his repast, the Khalif, with an appearance of indif- 
ference, demanded of Jauffer how matters stood w'ith his prisoner. 
Jauffer replied that he was, as he had been directed to be, in close 
and rigorous confinement. “ By my bead and existence is it so,'* 
said Harhn, with a serious air; after a moment's pause, Jauffer ven- 
tured to acknowledge that be could not presume to stake the sacred 
person of his sovereign to a falsehood. That knowing him to be a 
just and innocent man, the descendant of his prophet, and the kins- 
man of his master, his heart had melted for the unhappy prisoner; 
and in short, that be had suffered him to make his escape. Dissem- 
•bling his indignation, Harun professed to approve of what he had 
done; telling him that he had only anticipated his own intentions, 
and that it was a pro<ff that their minds were true to the same 
impulse. But though he concealed his displeasure in silence, it 
only sunk the deeper into his heart. 

That which however appears to have sealed the destruction of this 
highly distinguished family was the following circumstance. HarAn had 
an elder sister of the name of Abbasah, older by a twelve month than 
U1 tikdy, whom, when disposed to treat his brother with violence, 
she bad never failed to soften by her intreaties ; whom she had fre- 
quently withheld from urging those extremities against his declared 
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fucoesior, which ihe Equally dreaded te contemplate whatever might a. H. 1 M. 
be the result. These good offices, so essential to his preservation, A. D. 802. 
were not forgotten by Hariln on his accession to the throne. He Tankh 
distinguished Abbasah by the highest marks of favor ; she became 
the depositary of all his secrets, the associate of his convivial enjoy- 
ments ; and in short, of all the world, the most intimate in his confi- 
dence and regard. Of that social circle, to which the Khalit’s 
sister, with many more of the loveliest females in the imperial family, 
were generally admitted, Jauffer, on the voluntary seclusion of his 
brother, had become a constant attendant. But finding himself at 
length considerably embarrassed by the presence of Abbasah, he 
began to apprehend that some time or other, either by words or looks, 
he might be betrayed into some error fatal to his' peace. He there- 
fore, like his brother, determined for the future to decline these 
dangerous interviews. The Khalif was not long a stranger to his 
motives, and he surprised him one day with a proposal to make 
Abbasah his wife, on condition that he would engage never to see 
her but in his presence: never to come in contact with her person, 
or to claim any of those privileges usual with man and wife ; that 
alone excepted of sitting in the same circle with her. To these con- 
ditions .laiiffer submissively subscribed, and Abbasah became accord- 
ingly his bride. They met as usual, and at a respectable distance 
conversed together in the presence of Harftn. But Abbasah happened 
to be one of the most beautiful women in the palace of the Khelau- 
fut, and Jauffer was himself a very handsome and accomplished man. 

The result is not difficult to foresee. They contrived to meet where 
HarAn was not an associate of their interviews, and Jauffer’s wife 
became the mother of a boy. The infant was privately conveyed to 
Mekkah, there to be brought up in charge of two faithful female 
attendants. But about a twelve month afterwards, in a quarrel with 
one of her maids, Abbasah, without adverting to consequences, struck 
her ; and the girl in a fit of resentment, found means to disclose the 
dangerous secret of the child, to him, of all the world, from whom it 
was most necessary that it should be concealed. Hardn removed the 
revengeful female from the service of Abbasah, and placing her 
inunediately among the women of his own hkram, charged her to 
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A. H. 186. forbear from conversing on the subject with any one ; adding 
A. D. 8oa. i-jjjg circumstance to the other arguments of displeasure with whicb- 
Tarikh his mind was now become sufficiently exasperated f^ainst the 
Tebry. -^TjjQjg family. In the mean time he contrived to ascertain the 
retreat of Yaheya 5 the HtlsseyDite, who had sought an asylum in 
Khorassaun ; where Ally the son of Eissareceived timely instructions 
to adopt the necessary measures for seizing .and securing his person. 

The aversion of Hari^n was by this time irrevocably confirmed 
against every individual of the family of his once favorite minister* 
Both he and his son Jautfer, in particular, were become equally 
odious to their sovereign. And the aged statesman receiving in his 
intercourse with the Khalif, daily proofs of this unfavorable change 
to his prejudice, in vain attempted to address him, to iutreathis per- 
mission on the suljject of retiring from office, llarun continued to 
temporize with him, until Yaheya the Ilusseynite, being torn from 
his retreat in Khorassaun by Ally the son of Eissa the tyrannical 
governor of that province, M’as conveyed under proper security to 
Rakkah, and there immediately put to death ; and the apprehensions 
of Harfin being thus laid at rest on that point, he no longer delayed 
to brinsT his account with the race of Barmek to a close. In the lat- 
ter end of one hundred and eighty-six* he was engaged on another 
pilgrimage to Mekkali, in which he took care that Yaheya the minister^ 
and his four sons should all of them attendhim. At Mekkah, when 
he had absolved himself of the obligations connected with the sacred 
visit, he caused the infant child of Abbasah to be brought before him. 
lie was struck with the singular beauty of the little innocent, and 
with the strong resemblance which it bore to its mother. Neverthe- 
less he determined that it should die. But considering on calmer 
reflection that this helpless innocent was unconscious of offence, it 
was for the present spared. 

On his Return fr^n Mekkah, Harun availed himself of some occa* 
sion or other to make a halt of tliree days at a station near Anbaur* 
on the river Euphrates. On the last of those days, he invited the 
three brothers, Fazzel, and Jauffer, and Mdssa, to his presence, and 
having caressed them with an appearance of extraordinary cordiality, 
he dism iss ed them once more to their quarters, with rich KhelautSy 

* December, A. D. 80 & 
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the customary dreraes of honor. Similar marks of extraordinary kind- A. H. 
ness were bestowed upon their father Yaheya; so that the alarms A. D. 803. 
which had been recently awakened in their minds were, by these Tankh 
means, in a great measure dispelled. When they assembled at Tebryi, 
afternoon prayers, Hariin observed to Jauffer, with his usual famili- 
arity, that he was determined that night to enjoy himself without 
restraint in the society of his women ; and that he should only dis- 
pense with his attendance on the express condition that he should 
be similarly employed. Jauffer retired to his quarters, .and the 
Khali f withdrew, as he said he should, to the apartments of his 
women, and betook himself to his habitual indulgence in wine. In a 
little time he sent one of his domestics to inquire if Jauffer was 
engaged in the same harmless dissipation. Finding that such was 
not the case, the attendant appeared again with a message from 
IJarun, urging him by the life of his master, to imitate his example 
without further delay ; for that his wine seemed deprived of all its 
zest, until he knew that his faithful .lauifer partook in the same 
enjoyments. Jauffer felt himself, at the same time, unaccountably 
alarmed, and averse to such a gratification ; and reluctantly with- 
drawing to his chamber, called for the exhilarating beverage. It hap- 
pem d that he was attended by' a favorite blind minstrel, of the name 
of llouzgaur, to whom, after a few goblets, he could not forbear from 
communicating his apprehensions. The minstrel treated them as 
merely imaginary ; roused his master to banish them from his thoughts, 
and resume his usual cheerfulness. But Jauffer further declared, 
that he found it impossible to dispel the uneasiness w'hich seemed to 
haunt him. About the hour of evening prayer, another messenger 
arrived from Hartin with a present of nuts and sweetmeats for Jauffer, 
as a relish to his wine, from his o>vn table. 

When midnight came, Harfin quitted the apartments of his women, 
and withdrew to his own. Calling for Messrour the eunuch, 
his favorite and confidential domestic, he directed him to convey 
Jauffer to his tent ; where he was, without further preliminary, to 
strike off the head of that distinguished minister, and lay it in his 
presence. Messrour proceeded accordingly, and entering the apart- ' 
jnent while Bouzgaur was singing some Arabic verses, stood suddea- 
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W* H. mo. 4ifo a p p e ar a aftc* 
D. 003. f^;eiinach told tiim tb^tlie ift» stonmoned^o ottead tlw K^Kf. 
^*^‘"*** ^o^ifTcr r«mefited to know ^hew hm mm to iind itiia.; md was 
4nfemied that he had jast left the opntmewts of the women, and 
'tetwed to hia o^m. Ihe tbesn mtioated 'dbat he might be itermitted to 
withdraw h>r a Tnoment tt> speak to tim women of his ifamiiy ; tftis 
4a6t indulgence was 'withheld, Messroar observing, t^iat any iBstru-c- 
tions w-hich he had to fommnnicate, might as well be delivered 
where he was. This he was accordingly -constrained to do, after 
W'lwch he accompanied Messrour to his tents, on entering whicti, 
tile latter immediately drew his sword. Jautfer demanded that the 
K1ia]if*8mstructionisinightbeexplained to him ; and when this was com- 
plied with, cautioned the eunuch to beware how he cari*ie<l into ex- 
lecuricm an order, wdirch had evidently been given under the influ- 
ence of wiiTC and inebriety', lost when their sovereign should be 
Restored to his recollection, it might be followed by unavailing repen- 
tance and remorse. He further implored, by the memory of their 
past friendship, that he w'ould return to the Khalif’s presence, and 
^require his final commands. Messrour yielded to these intreaties, 
'and appeared before Harun, whom he found in the situation in 
which he, had left him, expecting his return. “Is this the head of 
•* Jauffer?” demanded Harun. “ .lauffer is at the door, my lord,” 
ifeplied Messrour with some trepidation; “I wanted notJaufiPer,” said 
the tyrant sternly, “ I wanted his head.” This was conclusive of 
the fate of the unhappy favorite. Messrour immediately withdrew', 
and returned with the head of Jauffer, which was now laid at the 
feet of his ungrateful master. He wtw then directed by Harun to 
■keep that head by him, until he should receive his further orders. In 
the mean time, he was enjoined to proceed without delay andsecurethe 
persons of Yaheya, his three sons, FazzeU Mahommed, and Mfissa, 
and his brother Mahommed the son of Khalod ; all of whom he 
tvas immediately to convey to his quarters, and place under xas- 
traint, seizing, without distinction, every article of property which 
in^longed to them. These vindictive cotwmands were cardol into 
immediate and rigorous exeentron. The ilead of Jauffer was dis<^ 
i fw rt oh ad the uoxt day to he 'WtspsBdsd to a gibbet^ on the hridgeof 



Baglul4d»'as a mfmorkil perhaps tp the licentious inhabitants ; after A. D. 
which Harhn continued his journey to Rakkah. A. D. eos;^ 

Stripped of all their wealth and honors, Yaheya and his brother 
Mahommed were condemned to languish under all the severities of 
the most rigorous confinement, until the former perished in his 
prison; when the survivor, whose estimable qualities were not inferior 
to those of wy of his family, and whose irreproachable and blameless 
life was proof against every accusation of guilt, received his enlaige- 
Uient. The other membeis of the race of Barmek remained in 
custo^, under every circumstance of distress and deprivation, until 
the whole of their agents and dependants were properly secured ; 
not one who had ever, in any shape, been concerned with them 
being suffered to »^scapo. The three surviving sons of Yaheya, 

Fazzel, Mahommed, and Mussa, were then conducted to the presence 
of llarun, when }»e ordered them to be butchered before his eyes. 

The infant child: •’:n of Fazzel and Jauffer, with all their kindred, 
were condemned to share their fate ; nor was a single individual of 
the whole family, Mahommed the son of Khaled alone excepted, 
destined to escr.])c this furious and exterminating sweep. 

The execution of Jaulfer Barmekky, M’hich commenced thio 
memo/ahle manifestation of the effects of a tyrant's displeasure, and 
which has been described with some vjiriation by different authors, is 
stated to have, taken place, near Anbaur, on Saturday night, the first 
of Suffur, of the year one hundred and eighty seven.* Be this however 
as it may, the cold blooded and deliberate cruelty of Harhu on the 
occasio>n hasdeserv'edly exposed hismemor}' to theodium and execratiou 
of posterity. And yet those who reproach him the most, appear to 
allow that, if the story of liis sister had not been interwoven in the 
paece, tlrnre were some circumstances to be considered, by which he 
might perhaps have been justified in all he did. But, say they, 
when that melancholy fact intrudes itself into the relation, every 
circumstance connected with it, seems to recoil to his own dishonor. 

Jdad he conducted himself with a common degree of patience or 
jaoderation, the story would have been foigotten with the ordinary 
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A. H. 187. Occurrences of the day : it would hare been known, perhaps, only 
A. D. 803 . |.^ ^ jjjg contemporaries. Whereas by the self-degradation 

^rikh which attended the act, and the extreme rigor to which he carried 
his vengeance, it will be propagated from one to another to the end 
of time ; it will be road and recognized as something the very 
reverse of what should distinguish the conduct of the man of prudence 
and sound discretion. And in truth, it is observed that, on the 
extermination of the Barmecides, the affairs of Harun fell into 
immediate and irretrievable confusion. Treason, revolt, and rebellion 
assailed him in different parts of the empire. He felt himself from 
disease unequal to the cares of government ; and he expiated, by a 
tardy and unavailing regret, his unfeeling cruelty to the lamented 
race of Barmek. 

Kholaussut- To conclude this sketch of the splendid career, and miserable 
iil-akhbaur. catastrophe, of a fanuly so celebrated, perhaps w’c may he permitted 
to introduce, without an apology, the following observation derived 
from another source. Among the extraordinary occurrences which 
it has fallen to mv lot to transcribe, savs the author of the w’ork to 
W'hich we refer, that which I am about to mention is perhaps, not 
the least singular, or deserving our consideration. On some occa- 
sion or other, a certain historian relates, that he had an opportunity 
of consulting a register or memorandum of Harimrashid’s expenditure. 
In this, under a single date, he found recorded an article of that 
monarch’s munificence to .lauffer the son of Yaheya, that patron of 
excellence alone, which in gold and silver, in rich apparel and car- 
peting, spices, and perfumes, amounted to the value of thirty millions 
of dirhems.* This may enable us to form some conception of the 
extent of Hariin’s liberality to this distinguished family, w'hile they 
enjoyed the sun-shine of his favor. Alas ! continues the same his- 
toriaiT, in the yery next page, I could not but remark, that the 
comparatively trifling sum of fourteen dinaiirs, and half a daunkah,f 
sufliced to provide tbebitumen and combustibles, necessary toconsume 
the bones of the same Jauffer, so long and ignominiously suspended 
to a gibbet at Baghdad. 

* At the lowest calcuiatioa, 687,S00/« t About 6/. 7«. 
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- Wc are- already apprized of the method adopted hy Ally the A. H. 187; 
Mahanite, to avert the punishment due to his tyranny and exactions A. D. 8oa^ 
in the governipent of Khorassaun. The variety and splendour of the Yebiyl' 
presents with which, on that occasion, he contrived to disarm the 
justice of Hardn, seem not less to have excited his astonishment. 

Of his minister, Yaheya, some time before his disgrace, he had accord- 
ingly demanded with an air of reproach, where they had hitherto 
contrived to conceal the wealth of Khorassaun ; of that province which 
had been committed for so many years to the management of his 
sons ? That virtuous statesman told him, without disguise, that the 
riches which appeared to dazzle the attention of his sovereign, were 
tlie property of his subjects, wrested from them by the violence of 
their governor ; and that if he could conceive his master so dis- 
posed, it w’ould not be diflicult to produce him twice as much from the 
opulent inhabitants alone, of any single city in his dominions. 

The hint however produced no impression upon Ilardn ; .\lly was 
sent back to his government with undiminished powers ; and remov- 
ing the seat of his authority to B'^lkh, he proceeded to decorate that 
city with his numerous palaces; and on the lands in the neighbourhood, 
which he had forcibly taken from the proprietors, he laid the foun- 
dation of the extensive and contiguous village of Ally-abad. A 
continuance of the same oppressive and arbitrary proceedings, 
produced from the inhabitants of Khorassaun fresh complaints 
against the tyranny of their oppressor: their agent representing to 
Hardn on this occasion, that his lieutenant had accumulated such 
enormous wealth by his exactions, as to make it a serious question, 

W’hether he would not even treat an order of recal from his sovereign 
with contempt and defiance. In consequence of these representations 
theKhalif proceeded in person to Rey, or Rai, having previously dis- 
dispatched an order to reipiire the attendance of the governor of Khoras- 
saun. The latter again put in practice the expedient from which he 
had before derived so much advantage. He hastened to meet his 
sovereign at Rey, and by sacrificing to the monarch, and the principal 
members of his court, a part of the fruit of his numerous exactions, 
once more succeeded in eluding the punishment due to his crimes ; 
snd he was again suffered to return to his government with impunity* 



A.RllB7-io<h Sulksequent to his journey' to Reyi on this occasioo, aocsodin^to 
A. P.eoseoe. i^ie authority, which at present aervea to- guide us, waare to notice 
Tarikb hostilities in which Harfln was engined with the Gneet empecory 
(Nicephorusl.) who probably took advantage of liis absoico, to make 
some threatening movements towards the territory of the Mosslemst. 
With an army of one hundred thousand rara, Hardn advanced to 
oppose and punish the aggression ; and in a triumphant campaign, 
during which he is said to have reduced no small number of the 
principal towns of his antagonist, be succeeded in compelling him- to 
a treaty of peace ; by which the representative of the Csesars engaged 
himseh'to pay to the Mussulman an annual tribute of three hundred 
thousand dinaurs,* and to abstain for the future from encroaching on 
his frontier. On the faith of this engagement, Harun had withdrawn 
into western Ir&k ; but the cold season setting in with unusual 
severity, and the Greek emperor conceiving unfortunately that tho 
troops of the Khelaufut would be unable to brave the winter snows 
of Mount Taurus, perfidiously broke the treaty, and again ass-ailed 
the Mahommedan boundary. Nevertheless, on intelligence of this 
wanton violation ofengagements, Hardn immediately retraced hissteps ; 
and in the territory of the Greek, signalized his vengeance by the 
capture and destruction of many of his noblest cities. The aggress* 
sor was compelled to renew the treaty not improbably on terms of 
aggravated humiliation, while the victorious Flariln was thus enabled 
to revisit his capital of Rakkah, with- additional triumph. But 
wherefore he received tlie appellation of Lejuje, or litigious, which 
is conferred upon him on this occasion, we do uot immediately coq^> 
prebend ; unless indeed, as would better accord with circumstances, 
the term might be equally understood to imply the confoundcr. 
The hostilities thus transiently noticed, have, at the same time, 
been referred, by other authorities,! to the year one hundred and 
ninety ; when the revolt of Hauflla the son oS Laith, the grandson 
of Nnsser Seyaur, at Samarkand, threatening to extend itself into 
Khorassaun, seemed in that quarter to have created sufficieHt 
employment for the attention of Hav6n. At all events, this is a* 
ffulgect to which the course of the narrative now co»iducts us» 
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^MiseMed « conspkUous and respcctal^e. stalitoB «moQ^ iite A. 
48dop6 of Sftmidkandf and at the $aiiae time of a handsome and grao^ J! 
fnl person, this man, the descendant of so celebrated agrandsire, is 
nocascd of having devoted himself for the most part to the seducing 
cociety i^’omcn, and the no less enervating indulgence of a hahkt 
<of drinking. In his intercourse with the other oex, he happened to 
eontradt a violent attachment for the wife of Yabeya the son of Ai^i>> 
auth, whose father was the Moul&i, or freedman of Harun. The 
4ady, as an expedient to absolve herself from her present connubial 
engagement, was prevailed upon, by the advice of her paramour, to 
profess a temporary apostacy from her religion ; and having thus 
'qualified herself for a divorce, she again recanted, and was immedi- 
'ately espoused by the son of Laith. An account of the ‘scandalous 
transaction being however conveyed to Ileriin, that prince transmit- 
tied his orders to the governor of Khorassaun, to inflict some ade- 
'quate punishment upon Rautfia die son of Laith; to commit him to 
prison ; and to separate him from his adulterous wifij, whom he was to 
•expose through the streets of Samarkand, with her face blackened, 
and riding upon an ass. The execution of these orders devolved 
-upon Suliman the son of H^inid, the subordinate governor of Samar- 
icand, who accordingly imprisoned Rauffia, and took from him the 
'Woman ; but forbore to inflict any further punishment ou disgrace 
mpon the offenders. Shortly afterwards Rauflia escaped from his 
.prison, and oame to Balkh ; where he contrived to conceal himself, 
until Ally the son of Eissa was prevailed upon, by some means or 
other, to grant him his pardon. He then returned to Samarkand ; 
Imt finding that he could not, otherwise, openly contract himself to 
the object of his passion, he entered into a conspiracy with some 
persons clandestinely disaffected to the government, and putting SAK- 
jnan the son H^lmid to death, became complete master of the city ; 
the whole of the inhabitants immediately uniting in support of the 
Usurpation. The revolter availed himself of the earliest moment of 
power to announce his reunion to the woman of his affection. 

The lieutenant of Khorassaun, whose intolerable tyranny, tor 
•with the multiplied extortion of his ^ents, had greatly contri 
4p duistea the anBUUUCtioft, .fimt rlispatchMl .his sen iDisBa, *. 
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A. H. 190. competent force to reduce the Samarkandians to their duty : but ^ 

A. D. 806. tijggg troops were defeated, and their commander killed by RauffiA 
Tsrikh jjjg head of the insurgents, be found it at last necessary to march in 
person into Transoxiana, where he experienced a similar discomfitur'^i 
though he contrived to escape with disgrace and loss to MerA. The 
insurrection had by this time extended toB&lkb, where the inhabitants 
had risen, and massacred the deputy of theMahanite, and plundered his 
palace, with that of his father. The insurgents declared at the same 
time, that although they disclaimed, apd would oppose the author- 
ity of Ally the son of Eissa, their attachment to llardkn continued 
unimpaired. They accordingly dispatched an express to announce to 
that prince the situation of affairs, and to explain to him without 
disguise, that, though they conceived the recal of his lieutenant 
indispensably necessary, he w'as become so formidable in his resources 
of men and treasure, that the most dangerous resistance w'as to be 
expected ; unless the measure was brought about with as much 
mildness, and as little appearance of violence as possible. 

When these advices were communicated to ilarun, he w»% 
immediately convinced of the necessity of at once guarding against 
such an untoward contingency, and of affording redress to the injur- 
ies of his people ; and he appears to have proceeded on the occasion 
with unusual and singular circumspection, lie sent for the veteran 
Harethmah, and announced to him that he was about to employ 
him on a service of great importance; the success of which depended 
so much on inviolable secrecy, that if he suspected even the shirt 
upon his body to be aware of it, he was immediately to cast it off. 
After awaking his attention by this curious preliminary, the Khalif 
proceeded to inform him that, though it was for cogent reasons 
to be kept a profound secret, he was going to send him at the head 
of an army to take possession of the government of Khorassaun : and 
as there existed* some apprehension, if the design transpired, that 
Ally the son of Eissa might be induced to forsake his allegiance, 
and oppose his march, he was to circulate among the army a report 
that he was proceeding to the assistance of that chief, in the war in 
which he was engaged, with Rauffia the son of Laith, and the 
ifisuigents in Soghdiaaa : that he was to write to Ally the sou oC 



Eisfsa a letter announcing, that such was the design : and that he 
was not to furnish the slightest intimation of the truth, until he 
arrived at Merti. He was then to secure the person of this obnoxious 
governor ; to seize all of his property that he could lay hands on, and 
send it to court. After which he was to detain him with fetters on 
his legs, while proclamation was made that all those who had suffered 
by his exactions might have an opportunity, by the necessary proofs, 
to establish their claim to restitution ; which, if he presumed to 
withhold, he was to be further put to the torture, until the fruits of 
his unjust and iiiquitous spoliations, should have been, taken from 
him to the very last article. 

Furth.'r to disguise the object which he had in view, the Khalif 
summoned an asscinldy of the people, to W’hom he explained in 
dc'tail, the situation of Samarkand, and the rebellious proceedings of 
the son of Laith ; and that in consequence of this rebellion, and of 
an ajiplication from Ally the Mahanite, for a reinforcement of troops, 
he was about to diNj>at<‘h to his assistance a powerful division of hia 
army, the command of Inch he destined for his servant Harethmah. 
II “ next authorized that general to make a selection of twenty thou- 
sand men from the flower of his troops, which, by the letters to the 
Midianite, he gave him to understand, were immediately to proceed 
to his assistance. Iii the mean time, in order that the circumstance 
might eoiitimie to all but themselves an entire secret, the Khalif 
drew' lip for Harethmah in his own hand writing, his commission for 
the government of Khorassaim. With the commission he also w'rote 
thr(*e letti-rs. Oiie addre.sse(l to the troops of the province, calling 
upon them to put themselves under the ordcre of Harethmah ; ano- 
ther to the iiihahitaiits in general, to the same purpose ; and the third 
to All >' the son of Kissa, charging him to resign his authority, to the 
person whom he had sent to supersede him. The latter was conceived 
in the following tonns. “ Thon son of a profligate mother ! after all 

that I have done for thee; after raising thee from an obscure soldier 
“of my guards, to authority and eminence; after conferring upon 
“thee the important gov^'^mment of Khorassaun, contrary to the 
*• united declaration of my ministers, that it was an employment, 
“With which it was improper to trust thee ; the compensation whxcl^ 
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A. H. itHK-toi. “ thou hast made mo, has been to tyrannize over thy brother Mussul- 
A. D. BOC-807. (( mans, and to bereave me of the hearts of nry peoi>le. Know then 
Tankh <« | ggj^j. Jlaretlimah, wot to assist thtc, l)iit to bind thee in 

“ chains ; to take from thee thy ill acqviired wealth, and to bring thy 
“ aseuts to a strict account of their conduct. To demand from thee 
“ that property of which thou hast unjustly despoiled the Mosslems, 
“ and to compel thee to restore to the suft'erers, all that to which 
“ they shall be sblc to establish their claim. To him therefore thou 
“ wilt resign thy authority, and him at thy peril thou art to obey in 
all that he shall tell thee.” These letters, together with his com- 
mission, were put into the hands of llarethmah, who proceeded in 
due time on his march into Kliorassaim. But to prevent the possi- 
bility of connivance, or of collusion between these two poweri’ul 
generals, the expedition was accompanied by Ani' iii, or as he 
has been otherwise called, Be<lja, oneof llaruii’s coiifulential domi’S- 
tics ; who was employed as a bridle, or check, upon the proceedings 
of llarethmah. 

Having advanced to the other side of Iley, or T»ai, I l.'ir- thmah no 
longer delayed to write, as he had been instruetetl to df), to apprize 
tlic Malianite that he was coming, by the orders of their s<»veivign, 
with a powerful reinforcenumt to his aid. On his arrivd at N'eyshi- 
pur, he stationed one of his officers, with a considerable garrison, in 
command of that city, instructing him however to give it out in the 
neighborhood that he >vas immediately to follow his general; nev(;r- 
the loss he was not to quit that station until he was assured that he 
.had entered Meru. llarethmah proceeded next to Serkh(‘s, 
and ultimately to Mcru, without experieneiug the smalh'st 
o]>position; the Malianite very peaceably appearing at the gate.s of 
that city to receive him. The two chiefs entered the town together 
.most amicably, vying with each other in mutual concessions of pre- 
cedence and respect ; and in this friendly kind of contest they 
continued until they reached the palace of government, into which 
they both retired ; the troops of llarethmah remaining however ou 
horseback, without quitting their saddles. When they had partaken 
together of the repast which had been provided for them, the Mkhan- 
ite accosted his guest with a proposal that» new they were in a con* 



^6n1cnf place, they might as well enter upon the business which had A. H. 190-I9i;» 
brouglit him to Merfi. “ The commander of the faithful,” observed A. D. 80 *i a oTr 
Harethmah, “ hath charged me with a letter which I am to deliver mT*"* 

“ thee.” Then calling him on one side, with his secretary,* he drew 
from his bosom the letter of Hfirun, which he now presented to him. 

The Mahauite unclosed the important packet, apparently without 
perturbation ; but when he cast his eyes on the appellation of Eben 
ulZauniah,ofl'springof an impure mother, by which he was addressed 
at the head of the letter, a sudden tremor seized his hands. He 
summoned however sulheient resolution to peruse it through; only 
remarking, with some bitterness, tliat the opprobrious epithet applied 
to him was but too justly merited, since, he had suffered himself to 
be thus tamely surprised, under his own roof, in a manner that w'as 
alone worthy ofth.-most profligate and abandoned class of society ; after 
w hich he n signed hiuist'lf without theslightest resistance to his bonds. 

1 he person of his predecessor thus quietly secured, Harethmah 
proceeded w ithout delay to execute the further commands of hid 
sovereign; w hie!!, w idi equal cheerfulness and gratitude, both the 
troops and inhabitants of the province hastened to obey. In the 
catnedral mosque of Meru, day after day, was the Mahanite com- 
pelled before the whole people, to attend w'ith fetters on his legs, 
until entire restitution had been made to every Individual w’ho had 
suffered from his unjust and tyrannical exactions. After all, there 
remained, as wc shall sec by and by, a prodigious surplus, to be con- 
veyed to the imperial exchequer. In the mean time, whild 
Harethmah was employed iu enforcing justice against this degraded 
proconsular, the affairs of I’auftia acquired at Samarkand a most 
formidable ascendancy ; the wdiole of Mauwerunneher, the country 
beyond the Oxus so called, having now united to acknowledge his 
authority. The new governor of Kliorassaiin therefore conceived it 
imprudent to adventure beyond the Jeyhun, where his orders w'ere 
set at nought ; and he contented himself accordingly for the present, 
with writing to acquaint liis master, with this adverse posture of 
things. It was on such a report, that Har&n now determined to 
proceed in person into Khorassaun, 

*Mes»eu^er rather, S^beb-C'bArreid, 
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H. 101 103. We are now brought to the concluding year of the reign of thia 
A- D. 807-808. celebrated monarch. But before we accompany him on his journey 
Kholaussut- Khorassaun, where the angel of death aw'aited his arrival, we 
cannot, how’ever it may expose us. to the charge of credulity, forbear 
to describe from the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur, an incident, which, in 
in the course of one hundred and uincty-two, is stated to have occa- 
sioned an extraordinary degree of perturbation in the mind of 
llarun ; and which the author of that history professes to relate in 
the w’ords of Jebreil the son of Yekshua, or Joshua, the chief physi- 
cian of that prince. The physician was in attendancre at liakkah on 
the person of his sovereign; and repairing one inoriiiug as usual to the 
presence, to make tire customary inquiry into his health, found the 
Khalif labouring under evideni and extreme discomposure of mind. 
Yekhshua, with the nece.ssarv .submission, proccedetl to iutreat that the 
cause of this apparent di-squictuvle ini^ilit be cx|)laiued to him, in 
order that, if it aro.se liom bodily ailment, all the skill of which 
be was master, might be exerted to remove it; but if it was occasi- 
oned by any circumstance of public, misfortune or disappointmciit, 
he called upon him to divest hims(dfof an over anxiou'» sollc:itudf ; 
for that heaven would doubtless vindicate him against all the 
malicious de.sign.s of his enemies. The Khalif told him in reply, that 
the uneasiness which had attracted his observation was not occasi- 
oned by either of the circumstances to which he alluded, but by a 
fearful dream w'hicli had occurred to liiin the night before. The 
physician then, embracing the iect ofh is master, endeavoured to convince 
him of the inutility, or absurdity, of suffering himself to be so much 
depressed, by that vvhicl; could l>e nothing more than an ordinary result 
of the fumes of indigestion.” “ Whatever was the cause” said llarun, 
“ I will describe to tbec wliat presented itself to my imagination. 
** Alethoiight 1 perceived an arm suddenly extend itself from beneath 
“my pillow, holding in the palm of the hand a quantity of red 
“ earth, while a voice addressed me in the following w'ords. llarun ! 

behold this handiul of earth ; it is that iu which they are about to 
“ bury thee. 1 demanded to know where I was destined to find my 
“grave, and thi; voice replied with awful brevity, at Tusse ; when 
“the arm iuuueuiately disappearing, 1 awoke.“ The physiciat 



(Observed that such a confused phantasm was but little capable of 
interpretation ; he however concluded, that when his sovereign fell 
asleep, his thoughts were engaged on the state of Kborassaun, and 
the rebellious proceedings of Rauffia the son Laith ; the Khalif 
acknowledged that so far, he was not mistaken in his conjecture. 
The physician then prescribed to him, to devote the day to mirth and 
pleasure, assuring him that these melancholy impressions would by 
such an expedient, be possibly dispelled. Uarun availed himself of his 
advice ; gave directions for some splendid entertainment, and after a 
short time the dream was altogether forgotten. 

The dispatches of ilarcthmah, to w'hich we have recently had 
occasion to allude, had announced to llarun that, after possessing 
himself of the whole of Mauwerunneher, the insurgent Raufha had 
since advanced from Samarkand, and established himself at Bokhara; 
which seems to have ultimatolv decided the Khalif in his resolution 
to proceed in person into Kborassaun. Tor tliat purpose, about the 
middle of one hundred and ninety-two, he left Rakkah, and came to 
Baghdad. Here he disclosed his design of leaving Mahommed Amein 
in the government ; furnishing him with abundant admonition to 
administer strict justice to thepeople,and to the army, which he should 
consign to his care. Ilis other son Kaussem, entitled Mhtemmcn, 
he dispatched to Mosshl, to su})erintend the territory allotted to him 
in that quarter, in his former distribution of the empire. But with 
respect to Mnmhn, his first born, though not bis favorite son, that 
j-oung prince had created for himself a most able and prudent coun- 
sellor, in his Mowlai, or freedman, Fazzel the son of Sohel ; whom 
from original magianism, he had, by his own exertions converted to 
the doctrines of the Koran. By this person, wdio was become the 
secretary -of his master, Mamhn was urged to solicit his father’s per- 
inis.sion to accompany him ; “ if once yon suffer your father to 
“ depart without you, 1 can venture to predict,” said Fazzel, “ that 
“ he will exclude you from your inheritance.” In concurrence with 
these suggestions, M&mun solicited and obtained his father’s consent 
to accompany the expedition. 

At this period Hartln had been attacked by some lingering 
disorder, which appears to have baffled the skill of his ablest physi- 
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A.H. 193-193. cian, the Yekhshua recently mentioned, who wa4 probably ft 
A. D. 807-808. Jew. In these circumstances he is said to have dispatched from 
Tarikh . Neherwaun, and by the Arabian or sea ofOmman, ani envoy, accoin* 
Tebry. numerous presents, into Hindftstaun ; to represent to the 

monarch of that country, with whom he was probably in correspon- 
dence, that with a distant journey -to perform, he was afflicted by 
a cruel and painful malady ; and to request as a particular favor, thvit 
his physician Manekbah, (or some such name) mi^ht be sent to 
attend him into Khorassaun ; promising, on the faith of a prince, 
that he should be permitted to return to his country, immediately 
on his arrival at Bulkh. In due time the Indian physician arrived 
in compliances ith this request ; and having prescribed to his imper- 
ial patient, with considerable success, the latter found himself 
sufficiently recovered to proceed, through the passes of Hul\vaun» 
to the station of Kermanshahnn. From this place, after causing 
the army to acknowledge afresh their allegiance to Mamun, he 
sent that prince with a considerable part of his force, on towards 
Khorassaun ; with instructions to proceed to Merii, in which he 
was to establish his head quarters; and from thence to detach 
Harethmah across the Jeyhun. to give battle to Rauffia and the 
insurgents of Mauwerunneher. lie, at the same time, gave his ser- 
vant Fazzcl, the son of Sohel, the appointment of Vezzeit to the 
young prince. Mimiiin accordingly hastened to Meru, and in con- 
forniitv to his father’s commands, sent Harethmah to combat the 
enemies of his authority on the other side the Oxus. 

Not long afterwards Harun proceeded toRcy ; from thence to Kou- 
miss, and ultimately to Gurgan,or.Kirjan ; where his complaint, though 
by no means entirely removed, is still represented to have assumed 
a favorable appearance. At the same place the iniquitous and de- 
graded governor of Khorassaun was conducted to his presence, with 
the fruits of his accumulated extortions ; amounting in specie only, 
and gold and silver plate, to the sum of of eight millions of dirhems,* 
exclusive of the contentsof his wardrobe, and other repositories, which 
in linens, and rich brocade or cloth of gold, wete calculated at fitteeft 


* About 1,833,383/. 0t> 8dt 



1}undred camel-loads. lie was conveyed by -tbe Khalif’s orders, 
under the same circumstances of dis<»racc and degradation, with fetters 
on his legs, to Baghdad, where MaUommed Amciu was further di- 
rectedto keep him in close confinement. And in that state be con- 
tinued, until at a subsequent period, as w ill be seen hereafter, U1 
Amein thought proper to set him at large. In the mean time the 
disorder of llarun relapsing upon him with aggravated severity, it 
was recommended to him, as early as possible to remove to the city 
of Tusse, or Toosse, as possessing a more salubrious air than that 
of(i6rgan; and he aceonlingly arrived in the former place, in thp 
course of the month of Sufliir.* 

About the same period that Harun left Gurgan on this occasion, 
IlHi’cthmah crossed the Jeyhun, and advanced to the gates of Bok- 
hara. In the neighborhood of that city he engaged and defeated 
the insurgents, under Besheir the son of Laith, the brother of their 
cl ief, who fell a prisoner into the hands of the conqueror. The 
unfortunate captive was immediately conveyed to Mamnn at Merii, 
and l»y him forw'arded to Tusse, to receive his doom from llarun, who 
Was now hastening to the concluding scene of life. When the pris- 
oiicr was brought into the presence of that monarch, he was addressed 
by him in the bitterest terms of reproach, for the pain and incon- 
venience to which he had been driven by the malignant conduct of 
himself and his brother. Thou adversary of God,” said the Khalif, 
“ by thy malice and of that Khaumil of a brother of thine,” whose 
name he thus inverted, Khaumil implying base, in opposition to 
Baulfia, which signifies exalted, “in subverting my authority in 
“ Khorassaun, have 1 been compelled in the last state of sickness 
“ -and debility, to undertake this distant and painful journey. By 
“ him, that created Harun, thou shalt perish by a death so dreadful 
“ and exemplary, that in its agonies it shall infinitely surpass all 
“ former precedent.” He then called for the executioner, and ordered 
him to take his knife and dissect the wretched prisoner, limb from 
limb. Which was accordingly done, every member and joint of his 
body being thus alternately separated, and piece by piece, to the 
fiurobcr of fourteen, laid before Harun. 

• December, A. D. 806. 
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The physician Yekhshua, is here again introduced to relate, that 
when* the execution of Besheir was over, Haitin fell into a swoon ; 
but recovering shortly afterwar s, he addressed himself to that phy- 
sician in extreme ap])arcnt agitation, and asked him if he did not re- 
collect the dream which had occurred to him at Uakkah ; for his 
own part, it could not escape him, that he was now at Tflsse ; the 
very soil in which it had been predicted to him that he should find 
his grave. With this he desired his favorite domestic Messrour to 
bring him a sample of the native earth of the country. The faithful 
attendant brought him accordingly what he demanded ; but presenting 
it to his sovorf'ign, with his naked arm extended, the monarch imme- 
diately exclaimed “ behold the arm and the earth, precisely as tiny 
“appeared in my dream !” And the circumstance adding considerably 
to the agitation which had already taken possession of his mind, he 
survived this period only three days. 

At such a crisis his two physician®, Yekhshua and the Indian 
Manekbah, unfortunately disputed as to the method of treating his 
complaint ; and it is stated, that the consefpience was some fatal mis- 
take, which is not explained. At all events the monarch had con- 
demned Yekhshua to immediate death, but was prevaih'd upon by his 
intreaties to spare him until the morrow. The Indian who happened 
to be present on the oecasion, immediately h;ll the ap-artment, and 
told some of the attendants, w'ith a sarcastic smile, that the monarch 
had suffered himself to he outwitted by the man of medicine ; since 
as he could not survive the night, there w'as little to apprehend from 
the execution of to morrow. This foreigner was at a suhsetjiient 
period, according to promise, allowed to proceed to Balkh, and from 
thence returned in safety to his native country. 

The death of llarunrashid is recorded to have taken place at mid- 
night, on Saturday .the third of the last Jummaudy of the year one 
hundred and ninety-three,* at the age of forty -ffvc, and after possessing 
the throne of the Khalifs for a p<?riod of tw'O and twenty years, six 
months, and seventeen days. Ho was buried on the spot on w'hicb 
be breathed his last, the same that was after^vards distinguished by 
the mausoleum ofimaum Ally Ruzza ; his son Salah performin|| 
the last solemn duties over his grave. 

* Much 28i<i, A. D» 800* 



In his person Harfin is described to haveheen of a iair complexion, 
with an engaging countenance ; his hair growing in natural ringlets, 
and at the period of his dissolution beginning to turn grey. Of bis 
character, the preceding pages must furnish our best illustration ; 
though his praises have been the theme of many a poet. He is 
said to have had by his different wives and women, thirteen sons 
and either four or fourteen daughters. Of his sons, three of 
whom successively swayed the sceptre of the Khelaufut, Zobaidah 
was 'the mother of Amein, Mcrjan of Mamun, and Mauredah or 
Milraudah, that of Mutaussem. After the disgrace of the family of 
Barmck, he had conferred the dignity of the \'izzaurut upon Fazzel 
the son of Kahbeia, and Issmuil the son of Sebbeiah served him as 
private secretary. 

Of his consorts, it is almost superduous to add, that the favorite 
and most esteemed Was the celebrated Zobaidah, the grand daughter 
of the Khaliful Aluiisur; whose transcendent graces of person and 
mind, appear to have established an unbounded influence over the 
affections of Ilarun. She is said to have founded, or perhaps more 
properly, to have rebuilt the city of Tebreiz, otherwise Tauris. 
And, although we cannot immediately trace from whence we derive 
such a tribute to her memory,* she is represented to have elsewhere 
erected numerous charitable and useful works, which she left as 
monuments of the liberal and benevolent purposes, to which she had 
applied the unlimited bounties of her husband ; but best of all, she 
left the imperishable fame of her virtues, as a permanent incentive 
to the women of the east, to emulate her glorious example. 
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T he death of Harunrashid being announced at Ba^ilid&d, about 
the middle of the second Juinmaudy,* the denizt*ns of that 
metropolis hastened in all their gradations to submit to the authority of 
his son Ul Amein B’illah, f Abu Mussa Mahomined, the sixth, in 
order of the Khalifs of the house of Abbas. The same submission is 
here stated to have been claimed for him, from the pulpit of the 
Imaumut at Meru, by his brother Mamun, as soon as the intonnation 
reached that prince that their lather was no more; so that matters 
for a time proceeded between the two brothers with apparent 
harmony ; but these smiling appearances w^ere destined to be too 
speedily exchanged for the forbidding frowns of rival animosity. 

Some time previous to his dissolution it would appear that Harjti 
had expressly signified, both to his son Sal ih and to Faz/.e! the sou 
of Rabbeia his minister, that the wliole of the army which had 
accompanied him to Tuss, together with all the treasure and effects 
of every description on the spot, must be considered to have devolved 
to Ul Mamun; since the full share of his pateriLil inheritance had 
been already assigned to Ul Amein. On the other hand, as soon as it 
was understood that on their arrival at Kermanshahan, his father 
had detached Ul Mamun in advance towards Khorassaun; and su’^- 
sequ(‘ntly that he lay seriously indisposed at Tuss, Ul Amein pro- 
ceeded to select from among his followers a person of the name of 
BukkfT the son of Meyakker, to be the bearer of three letters, 
addressed respectively to Ins brothers Mamun, and Saiah, and to the 
minister Fazzel. In that which he destined for Ul Mamun, he called 
upim him to require in his behalf the allegiance of the province, and 


* April <frb or atli, A. D. 009 . 
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ftirtJiter to eAiidaet himself with a strict refhvd to the principles of A. H. ittK^ 
justice in all his proceedings. And with respect to S41ah and Fazzel, A. D. 
they were instructed on their part, as soon as MamAn had secured 
for his brother the allegiance of the army at Tilss, to conduct them 
without delay to Baghdad, together with the whole of the departed 
monarch's treasure and effects, without exception. Having ingeni> 
ously concealed these letters in the bottom of a chest, U1 Amein 
took the person, horn he proposed to employ on this occasion, into 
the reiirt'd part of his palace, and there communicated the nature of 
the trust w!ii''h he was about to confide to his discretion. lie in^ 
striiei (! I'iin that he was to repair to the presence of Harun, to whom 
Le vv:.« U; .f present, if interrogated on the subject, that he had been 
d( •! !;v his eon. to convey to him a daily report of the state of 
his father’s Ix-.- lth; but that he w’as in no circumstance of extremity 
or coercion, to acknowledge that hew'asin charge of any letters, w’hile 
Harun was alive. 

On his arrival at Tfiss, where the late Khalif was then (anguish- 
ing under the disorder which terminated his existence, the agent of 
I 'I A mein had, as was foreseen, been rigorously scrutinized as to tha 
object of his journey ; and had successfully resisted both stripes and 
the torture without a disclosure of the secrets of his trust. Being 
however set at large on the death of Harun, he then produced his 
letters, that for Mamun being immediately transmitted to MerCk ; 
while Fazzel the. son of Rabbeia hastened, without loss of time, to 
secure for I'l Amein the allegiance of the army on the spot ; after 
which he dispatched- one of the domestics of the deceased monarch 
with his staff and ring, to announce to that prince at the same tiino 
the death of his father, and the measures which had been taken to 
establish his interest in that quarter. This intelligence was commu- 
nicated to HI Amein on a Wednesday, although it was not thought 
convenient to make it public until the Friday following ; when he 
announced it to the assembled people, inviting them at the same 
time to do him immediate homage as the sole successor to the throne 
oi the Khalifa.: He was seconded in this application by his uncle 
Suliman with aU the desired effect ; the whole of the troops and the 

of Baghdad, submitting to bis authority, with*' 
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k. H. lot. out liesitation. The *hext day the army was remunerated h^ a 
A. D. 800. distribution of accession money to a liberal amount, and by an advance 
Tarikli years subsistance atone pa 3 'ment. The minister, Fazzel, had 

iebry. j.Qggiygd jjjs previous instructions to make from his father’s treasure 
a similar distribution to the army at Tuss, when they should have 
pledged their allegiance in his favor ; after which they were to be 
conducted to Baghdad. 

U1 Mamun on his part, although sufficiently apprized of the recent 
events, and of the measures pursued by his brother in order to appro- 
priate to himself the whole of what had been left by their common 
father, forbore for the present to oppose anj' obstacle to his designs ; 
his attention being, to all appearance, more immediately directed to 
hasten the termination of the war, in which llarethmah was still 
actively engaged with ilauffia and the insurgents in Soghdiana. 
But llkrethmah having carried his victories to the gates of Samar- 
kand, the rebel chief was there, soon afterwards, closely invested ; and 
being in a short time compelled to accept of such terms as his besieger 
thought proper to dictate, was by him sccur,.‘ly conveyed to the 
presence of U1 Mamfin. Studious in the mean time to establisli his 
power on the firmest basis, that prince availed himself of every 
occasion, to diffuse to every part of Khorassaun the benevolent 
influence of a just and impartial government; and to set in his 
own person an example to the delegates of his authority', it was 
his daily practice, seated on a coarse carpet, to give public audience 
to his people in the cathedral mosque of MerO ; where, surrounded 
by the most skilful lawyers and divines, he directed a considerable 
portion of time and attention to redress the injuries and heal the 
differences of those whose destiny had been committed to his charge. 
In short, whether in the distribution of justice, in the regulation of 
his expenditure, or in the exercise of any other branch of administra- 
tion, every thing w^ conducted under his own personal inspection 
and controul. He finally secured the permanent attachment of 
Khorassaun, by renaittiiig to the inhabitants a whole year’s revenue. 
Neither was it omitted on his part to cultivate a friendly understand- 
ing, in appear <nce at U-ast, with U1 Amein; to whom he dispatched 
an embassy, withspleodid presents in horses, arms and slaves, and all 
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tfi«t was rare and costly, to convey to biin%vcry outward expression / 
of regard, if not of submission to his authority. 

But while his brother was exhibiting this laudable example of good 
government in Khorassaun, Amcin at Baghdad, entirely devoted 
to his amusements, and an inordinate rage for building, had long 
since committed the concerns of his people to the management of 
his minister Fazzel, from whom he had recently received such sub- 
stantial proofs of attachment. Of himself, U1 Amein w’as, however, 
little disposed to proceed to the extremity of depriving U1 Mhmun 
of the province consigned to him by his father ; this being a measure 
to which he was only impelled by the suggestions of his minister, 
whose views were perhaps directed with no slight solicitude to 
screen himself, by all the methods he could devise, against the 
resentment of that prince. For he had good reason to apprehend 
that ifUl M&mun should ever arrive at supreme power, strict account 
vould be required of the treasure and effects, which, contrary to 
the dying instructions of Harhn, he had undertaken to convey to 
I' I Amein'; and which bad, it now appears, been estimated at the 
sum of one hundred millions of dirhems.* To avert therefore this 
dreaded continijenev, Fazzel contrived in the first place, in the 
Kliotbah, to confine the title of Ameir ul Moumencia^ or 
sovereign of the faithful, separately to ITl Amein ; while that 
of simple Ameir and presumptive heir to the Khelaufut, was thought 
sufficient for Ul Mamun and his brother Mutummen : a distinction 
which was studiously extended to the legends on the coinage, 
and to the mottos usually attached to the imperial equipage. 
Having secured these preliminary arrangements, his influence was 
next exerted to persuade his master that since providence had be- 
stowed upon him a child of his own, in the infant Mussa, at this 
period only two years old, the succession ought, in natural justice, 
to descend to him in preference to all the world ; because where there 
is a son, however under age, a brother’s claims become as nothing. 
He therefore urged the immediate and positive exclusion of Ul 
Mamfin. Ul Amein objecting however the repugnance which he 
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A. IT. 103. felt to cancel the arrangements of his father in this respect, FaazAl 
A. D. 809 . contended, that although in a moment of injudicious liberality the 
Tankh departed monarch might have been led into such an arrangement, 
it was to be recollected, that long before Mamun had been declared his 
associate in the empire, the allegiance of the people had been required 
for U1 Amein ; and that this previous engagement was paramount to 
all others. By these and similar arguments L’l Amein was ultimately 
brought to coincide with the views of his minister, and to adopt 
the final resolution of degrading both his brothers from authority. 
It appears to have been carried into immediate execution against 
Mutummen, who was removed from Mossule to Baghdad without 
difficulty, and bis government assigned to another person, in the 
early part of the year one hundred and ninety four.* 

Aware of such a proceeding, it required no extraordinary sagacity 
on the part of L'l Mamun to form a pretty accurate conjecture of 
what was in agitation against himself; and he accordingly stood 
prepared for the event. He was however not siiffercd to rem.iin 
long in suspense. A letter was transmitted to him in the name of IJl 
Amein, in which in terms which could not be misunderstood, it was 
intimated, that as the military force, for which he was expected 
to provide the means of subsistance, was comparatively small, any 
extraordinary accumulation of revenue must be to him entirely 
superfluous: while on his (L’l Amein’.s) side, on the contrary, with 
a numerous army, and the splendor of the imperial dignity to 
maintain, his expences were of a magnitude w'hich needed no exag- 
geration. On such grounds, he therefore proposed that U1 Mamun 
should immediately cede over to the agents of his brother, the terri* 
tories of llai, Kounuss, Tebristann, and (Jurgan, for the purpose of 
remitting to him the revenues of those dependencies. Furthermore 
it was required that a person should be allowed to reside at Meru on 
the part of L’l Amein, fn order to preserve his interests in the pro- 
vince unimpaired, and to keep him daily apprized of the state of 
affairs in Khorassaun. To these several propositions Ul Maniun. 
returned a decided negative ; on which his brother pro<?e^ded.ivil)i.«» 

* Kholauwut.ui-akhbaur. Octalxv and No.vetnbcr, A. D. aua. 



•lit ftirtlier ceremony to exclude him formally from his right to the 

succession. 

On the subsequent Friday, according!}', during the performance of 
divine worship, the name of Tl Mamun was publicly declared to be 
struck out of the Khotbab, by U1 Amein ; after which, when that 
prince, with the infant Mussa on his knee, had seated himself in the 
Meheraub, or sacred niclie in the wall near the pulpit, the minister 
Fazzel arose; and with ample commendations on the character of his 
master, proceeded to state, that having openly disobeyed his brother’s 
commands, and frustrated the objects of his father’s will, in with- 
holding the revenues of Khorassaun ; in refusing to admit of the 
residence of an agent at Merfj ; and in usurping to himself the titleof 
Iniaum, the sovereign of the faithful had for these reasons found it 
expedient to degrade I’l Mamun from all his honors, and to transfer 
the riy ht of succession to his own son Miissa; who, with the title of 
Ul Naniek hilhuhh, (he who speaks through the power of eternal 
t ilth, though he had not yet acquired the faculty of speech) was 
now p’-o.dainied Vieir appirent to the throne of the Khalifs ; and in 
tint qn dity, ledbre they witlidrew from tlie asseinblv, he demanded 
and received for the in/int prince, th • allegiance of the people. The 
n one of Mussa was at the same time substituted for that of I’l 
Mamun, in the public orations, on the coinage and imperial equi- 
page tbrougliout the dominions of Issllim. Lastly, the instrument of 
soecession wliicli llarun had caused to be executed with so much 
solemnity at Mekkah, an I suspended at the entrance of the Kaau- 
bah, was now sent for and torn to pieces by the directions of L’l 
Amein. All which b.'iug punctually communicated to LI Mamun, 
he retaliated by adopting the same formalities against his brother ; 
and totally rejecting for himself the remoter title of heir apparent, he 
openly assumed that of Imauiu, or supreme poutitf, with ail its 
fiaer(>d functions. 

In the mean lime, apprehensive that in these circumstances, Ul Ma- 
muii would not long delay the execution of some hostile enterprize 
against the metropolis of the empire, Fazzel the son of liabbeia omitted 
no importunities with his sovereign to urge him, by hastening the 
the march oi au army towards the borders of Khorassaun, to aiiticl- 
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pate such an event : and for this service he intimated that no man 
was so eminently qualified as Ally the son of Eissa, the Mdhanite, 
formerly imprisoned for his iniquitous and arbitrary abuse of author- 
ity. Accordingly, with a body of fifty thousand horse selected from 
the flower of the. army of Irak, that chief was held in readiness to 
enter Khorassaun with all convenient expedition. The gates of the 
treasury, and of the imperial arsenals, were thrown open for his 
accommodation, and he was allowed to supply himself to the 
utmost measure of his wants. Of his three sons, however, llussoyne, 
the younger, was detained at Baghdad, to superintend the education 
of the infant Mfissa ; the other two, Yaheya and Abdullah, were 
permitted to accompany their father; who, after sufficiently providing 
for their subsistance and equipments, now conducted his troops to 
Neherwaun ; about two leagues or farsangs from the metropolis, on 
the road to Huhvaun. To this place he appears to have been ac- 
companied by U1 Amcin ; who, the day subsequent to their arrival, 
when the army for the last time defiled before him on their march* 
standing vpright on the hack of his cAorger, addressed to the general, 
who attended by his side, his final instructions. In these he 
is stated to have apprized him, that as soon as he should be master 
of the province, he designed to invest him w’ith the government of 
all Khorassaun, from the passes of Hulwaun eastward, with the 
same powers as he had formerly cmjoyed under the authority of his 
father ; in return for which he should require that, in all the places 
through w’hich he passed, he would on his part acquit himself with 
a scrupulous regard to the principles of strict and impartial justice. 
In other respects, before he entered the country, he w'as instructed 
by letters circulated to the inhabitants, to promise them the most 
liberal and equitable treatment ; and particularly the remission of one 
fourth of the annual contributions to the state, in the same manner 
as had been don» by VI Alam&n. To all such as came over from 
the enemy, he was to give the most favorable reception, and to 
inspire them on the part of his sovereign with the most encouraging 
expectations. And he closed his instructions with a charge, in the event 
that U1 Mamhn should be disposed to surrender his person, that he 
was to convey him in fetten of silver to Baghdad, under such 
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^stody as he might securely rely upon ; his exertions even in the 
rase of the most determined hostility being rcijuired to take him 
alive, and to beware cither through ignorance or accident of being 
instrumental to his death. The Mahanite then proceeded without 
further delay to the execution of his onlers. It would appear at the 
same time, that the preparations for the invasion of Khorassaun must 
have occupied the greater part of the year one hundred and ninety 
four, since the departure of the troops destined for Persian Irak on 
this occasion, is not stated to have taken place before the commence* 
ment of ninety five,* 

Aware on the other band of approaching d inger, U1 Mamftn pro- 
ceedc'd to expedite t!:Ose measures of defence against aggression, 
which it would have been inconsistent with common prudence any 
h-nger to delay. lie availed himself on this emergency of the cour- 
age and abilities of T'alier the son of I'l Ilussiwiic, the founder of the 
'J'aherites, at a suhsec|uent period eminently celebrated in Khorassaun ; 
on whom with the command of twenty thousand men, he now confer- 
red tlie government of Irak Ajem, from ll^i westwards, to the gates of 
lJuhvaun. This general, who is noticed by the W’ay as blind of his 
riglit eye, being directed to march with the utmost expedition in order 
to si'.nire the eityof Rai before it should be occu|)ied by the enemy, 
fortunately succeeded in his object, and encamped his army in front of 
tiiat place just in time to anticipate the arrival of the Mahanite ; who 
finding his views thus defeated, immediately took up his ground in 
ilie presence of Taher. In these circumstances the latter received a 
message from the Mahanite calling upon him, if he w'cre disposed for 
hostility, to arrange his troops for battle in amanner to bringthe contest 
to a speedy decision ; if otherwise, to secure for himself an honoruiilc 
peace, by submitting to the authority of PI A mein. To which Tjiher as 
briefly ro])liod, that as the breach of treaties and allegiance la)”^ with 
those wlioni he served, the guilt of hostility must also rest at their 
door ; and this was the only answer which he must expect, either for 
himself or U1 Amcin. Doth armies shortly afterwards drew out for 
action, and Ally the son of Eissa having called aloud upon Taher t«» 

* Kholaiissiit-iil-akbbaur, 

O 


A. H. 194. 
A. D. 810. 

'rarikh 

Tcbry. 


VOL. IIn 



#. H. 105. 
A. D. 810. 

Tarikli 

Tcbryk 


meet him baud to hand, the challenge was cheerfully accepted. AVieM- 
iiig his sword with both hands, Tahcr rushed impetuously upou his 
adversary, clove him through the helmet and the skull, and dispatched 
him on the spot. This was followed by an immediate and simultane- 
ous charge on the part of Taher’s troops against a particular point in 
the line of their opponents ; and the latter, peradvonture disrouraged 
by the fall of their leader, giving way at the first shock, w-crc driven 
from the field in tlic utmost consternation. The next day, having pur- 
sued the vamiuished with considerable slaughter, Taber juade his 
triuujphant entry into Uai; where the. head and ring of Ally the Ma- 
Ivauitc being brought before him, he dictated the following laconic 
epistle to Tazzel the sou of Sohel at Meru. “ This note is written to 
“ thee, with the head of Ally the son of Eissa in my hand, and liis ring 
“ upon my finger — farewel.!” 

The purport ol’this brief but interesting communication was speedily 
made known to L’l Maniun hv I'azzel ; when tluit minister in the ar- 
dour of congratulation, saluting his master l>v the title of Ann-ir id 
J^Ioununcin^ on the same day proclaimed him oxelusive possessor of 
the throne of the khailfs. A letter from Taher address(‘d immediate- 
ly to his sovereign, and accompanied with the head of the Alah nii'e, 
shortly afterwards announced the triinnpli of his arms, in reply to 
this, a mandate was dispatclicd hy I’l .Mamiin to that general, re<|uiiing 
liis allegiance as sole Khalif; and annoimcing his pleasure to he on all 
future occasions addressed by the title of Ameir ul .Moumeiiein. In 
the dis])atch which, under the immediate signature of Mamun, con- 
veyed these instructions to Taher, he was enjoined to receive on hisown 
hand the fealty of the people of Uai ; the sovereign having, as he stated, 
adopted for hisown the right hand of Taher, the left liami of that general 
was now therefore to he considered as his right. “ Hail then”added Ma- 
mun on this occasion, “ T.dier son of liusseyne, henceforward Zul- 

yemnein.“ A-term which may with pertect propriety he rendered 
amhide.cl< r. lie is however, on another autlioritv, stated to have 
8c<juired the appellatiou of Zulyemnein, because in giving his mortal 
ivound to Ally tlie son of Eissa, he wielded his sword with both hands. 

It is on this occasion further related, that w'heii a rejiort ot tUe 
discomfiture of his troops was communicated to LI .iiuiciu,.by on^ 



the fugitives from the field of battle, he happened to be fishing on A. B. IsiB 
the bank of the Tigris, accompanied by a tavorite attendant of the A. D. ttio. 
name of Kousser, or Kouther. In reply to the disastrous intelli^rence •^•*olaus»ut- 
of which he w’as the bearer, the thoughtless prince, with characteris- **' 
tic apathy, desired the messenger to hold his peace ; for whilst he had 
hitherto exhausted both his skill and his patience without success, 
his man Kousser had a brace of fish in his basket. However, w'hca 
this august and sapient prince, continues the same author in a sar- 
castic strain, was at leisure from his very important occupation, and 
the fate of his ,«>;eneral was confirmed to him, he found it expedient to 
get about the immediate (.(piipment of a second army ; which wa» 
sent with all practicabic dispatch, to oppose the victorious progress of 
Zul-yeuiiiein. 

The defeat of the Mahanile occasioned at the same time at Baghdad TariLhTebry. 
among the soldiv-ry the most violent agitation ; UJ Amein being openly 
taxed with having Justly incurred the wrath of heaven by his treach- 
ery and l>reach of faith in his conduct tow’ards Mamun : but having 
ac(piiesced without demur iu a demand for four month’s pay, and 
made a scasonuhle and lil)era! distribution among their captains, he 
contrived for tlie present to aj»])case the clamour ; and the annv was 
at length prevailed upon to march under the orders of Abdurruihman 
the sf»n of llehlah, the Auhaurite. At one of the stations between 
RSii and llamadaun, it is not dett>rmined where, that chief Avas also 
defeated hy Zulyeinm-iii, v ith great slaughter, and compelled to 
throw himself for prote<'tion behind the walls of the latter city. But 
being on all sides immediatelv invested by the troops of his conqueror, 
the failure of provisions, after the resistauee of one month, made a 
capitulation unavoidable; and he was accordingly constrained to sur- 
render to Zulyemncin. In the mean time intelligence of his danger 
had bc<'n conveyed to 11 Amein, and a considerable force had been 
dispatclied with all diligence by that prince for the relief of llamad- 
auri. Finding, however, on their arrival within two stages of their 
destination, that the place had already submitted to the enemy, a letter 
W'as written by these troops to demand of the captive chief, whether 
he, had anv instructions to communicate as to their further proceed- 
ings. In these circumstances Abdurraihman conceived he migh*- 
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therefore coiumunieated the h'tter, which he had just receivctl, to 
Zulyemnoin, and offered, on obtaining the general’s permission to 


visit their camp, to bring over the whole of the delacluneut to join 


the standard of I'l Mainui). Tlie vigilance of Zulycniuein was com- 


pletely laid asleep b^- the insidious proposal ; and the Anbaiirite was 
accordingly suffered to d^'part, with such terms as he pretended con id 
not fail to produce the desired impression. He was, however, no 
sooner beyond the reach of his guards, than hastening to join tlic 
troops of I’l Ameiu, he immediatt'ly proposed to them to surprise 
the camp ot the enemy. The proposal was acceded to without 
hesitation, and he ace<*rdinglv inarelusl under cover of a verv dark 
night, to carry his design into execution. 'J'he troops ol'Zidyeinnciii 
W'ere entirely off their guard ; and before their chief could recover 


them from their astonishment, a consid'-rable slangiiter had taken 


place. But Ahdurraihman falling early in the eonlliet, the hopes of 
the enterprize perished with its autlior. \’i .'tory agiin d's-la'cil i r 
favor of Zidyemnein, who advanced upon tiiis without fartln.-r oppo- 
sition to Belashaun ; a Aillagc of that name at me head of the pas'.cs 
of Hulwaun, where he now encamped. 

Those repeated successes having rendered the name of I’l M.\niun 
and of his victorious general, etpially forUiidaMe to the troops at 
Baghdiid, Ul Amein despaired, for some time, of being aide to preva.l 
upon any of his captains to hazard another eonlliet with the eneaiiv' ; 
as they in general either declined the service altogether, or dema nded 
such enormous sums for its accomplishment, as the state of his treasury 
p nderod it impossible to furnish. When, however, both he and his 
Hiinisterhad laboured, fora considerable period, under the niostpaimui 
suspense and embarrassment, tw'o of his commanders, Maliom.n d 
the son of Cl Miteyud, and Abdullah, the son ofHameid son of 
Kolithah, each at the head of twenty thousand men, were at last 
induced to proceed as far as Khaunekeiii, about two thirds of the 
apparent distance from Baghdad to Hulwaun; where they took post 
in order to obstruct the further progress of Zhlyenmein. W'lieix 
j^bey had continued thus stationed for some time, to expect the 
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approach of the enemy, nn expedient was put in practice apjain^t 
them 1)V Zhlyeinnein, which, A\itli()iit striking a single stroke on his 
j>art, was atteiuh^d with all the consecpienccs of a complete discoiufi- 
ture. Having srlectc'd from among the people who served with his 
army, twenty of the natives of liaghdad, he sent them by a circuitous 
route to gain the road which h'd from that city to the encampment of 
Iiis adversaries ; wlii(*h from that direction, they were instructed to 
c liter separately, and at ditlerc nt periods ; and to circulate a 
ri‘port that 11 .\mein had once more thrown open the gates of his 
treasury, and was at this moimmt distributing a gratuity oftw'o years* 
pay to the troops who remaiiK'd about his jiirson. This report, 
l)(*ing ac'eordinuly repeated in the stations about Ivhaiiiiok(‘iii, by 
diflereiit indivifluals, w lio aj»p('arc(l to havt' no manner of (‘onnectioii 
with t*ach other, ami who jiossibly gave themselves out as some of 
th<>se w lu) had actually shared in the KhalifN liberality, produced by 
degree's the imjnvssion for w hiidi it w’as designed. I'he sc)l(liers pro- 
i‘<‘ededto expr<‘ss, without disguise, their dissatisfaction, that while 
they were sent to tmi'ounter the hazards and fatigues of w^ar, the 
trtMsnres of the stat(‘ w ere 1 ivishi‘(l u])on those wdio lived at ho iv, m 
the bosom of idleness and n'pose. (jlreat numbers accordingly 
slvo^\('d the design of iniinediatelv returning to Baghdad ; others 
how’over, from a more honorable sentiment of duly, expressed a 
determination to remain at their posts; but while they wore debating 
the ])oint. the troops cpiitted the encainpni Mit in mitire divisions ; so 
that in a short time tlic whole annv Iiad w ithdraw'u to the metropolis, 
without having performed a single act of hostility against the com* 
iiion (memy. 

Zulycmnein now led his army from Belashaun, and penetrating 
through the pass('s without obstruction, soon afterwards took pos- 
session of IJnUvaun. From thence he dispatched to announce to Ul 
!Mamnn that he* liad triumphantly made his egress from the de- 
files, and that he w'as now arrived on the borders of w'estern 
Irak : but to cnabh' him to proceed at the same time from 
two opposite points in the attack wdiich he meditated upon Baghdad, 
he requ('stt‘d to he powerfully reinforced: so that while he advanced 
in person with one part of the ^nny by the direct route of NeherwMun, 
another division might approach along the Tigris upwards, by the 
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way of Ahuauz. These accounts were peculiarly gratifying to Ul 
Mamun, and he proceeded to testify his satisfaction by transmitting 
to Zulyemncin a robe of honor of extraordinary magnificence ; while 
with other marks of favor, which he bestowed upon Fazzel the son of 
Sohel, the minister who had directed him in his choice of the succes- 
ful general, he gave him the title of Zulriaussetcin — regulator of the 
sword and pen, or minister of state and war. In concurrence with 
the application of Zulyemnein, a body of twenty thousand men was 
immediately detached to join him under the warlike and experienced 
liaretlimah. But aware that this general might object to serve 
under one whom he considered his inferior, Cl Mamun endeavored to 
provide against such an inconvenience by directing that as soon as the 
army should have been thus reinforced it should be separated into two 
divisions ; the one to proceed uniler JJarctlunah immediately towards 
Baghd&d by the road through Neherwaun, while the other, under the 
orders of Zuly'einnein, was to diverge to the left, and approach in the 
direction from Ahuauz. 

Having abandoned all hope in the exertion of his troops, since their 
disgraceful return without abattle from the gatesof 1 lulwaun, Cl .Amein 
now directed his thoughts to another quarter. He made choice of 
Abdulmelek the son of Salah, the Hashemite, to assemble an army in 
Syria; and bestowing upon him the government of Damascus, he sent 
him accompanied by Ilusseyne the son of Ally, the Mahanite, andten 
thousand of the troops of Baghdad, to expedite the levies from that 
province. Hastening to the execution of his orders Abdulmelek was, 
however, seized on reaching Uakkah,by a disorder \\ Inch prevented 
him from prosecuting his march ; and Ilusseyne, who acted as lieu- 
tenant general of the troops, urging that the perilous crisis of their 
master’s affairs could illbrook the delay, of which this unfortunate in- 
disposition might prove the occasion, he yielded to his advice ; and 
dispatched into Syria to require that the intended reinforcements 
might immediately' proceed to join him at Kakkali ; and sliortly'^ after- 
wards, engaged by a profusion of promises, a body of twenty thou- 
sand Syrians accordingly appeared to his support, in the neighborhood 
of that place. 

It happened unfortunately that strolling through the camp of the 
Syrians, one gi the soldiers of Baghdad recognized a horse which ha4 



fceen stolen from him many years since ; antTimmctliab'ly claiming his A. II. io». 
property, proceeded, n itli the assistance of some ofhis fellows, to con- »ti- 
vey it away. But the cries of the Syrian, in wdiose possession the 
horse had been discovered, bringing a number of his conntrv'inen to 
his aid, both parties had immediate recourse to their arms, and engag- 
ed in a desperate and sanguinary affray. Ilusseyne the ISIahanite, 
had been sent by the <lircctions t)f Abdulraelek to separate the com- 
batants, and appease the tumult ; but before he could reach the scene 
of uproar, the Syrians had cut to pieces many of their opponents, and 
compelled the remainder to fly in different directions. Misle.d by an 
indiscreet partiality for the men of Baghdad, the Mahanite forgot the 
object of his instructions; and joining the fugitives, hehtought them 
to recoil u]»on thcii pursuers, who w'cre now, in their turn, repulsed 
with considerable slaughter. After such a proof, as tht*y said, of what 
they were to expect for their services, the Syrians were led to discuss 
the inexj)edieney and absurdity of their engaging themselves any 
further in Irak ; and coming, among themselvt's, to an immediate 
resolution of returning home, that resolution was carried into effect 
V ithout a moment’s delay. 

Under those circumstances, Ilusseyne thought it expedient to has- 
ten u itli liis troops bark towards Baghdad, leaving Abduhnelek still 
grievously iutiisposed at Bakkah : and U1 Ameiu had scarcely been 
Mel) apprized of tlie untoward event, when the Alahanite and his fol- 
lowers re-entered the metropolis. 7'he conduct of this chief had 
probably incurred the resentment of the Khalif ; but as the whole of 
the troops in Baghdad had collected round his person, immediately 
oil his arrival, it appeared a matter of considerable hazard to proceed 
openly against him. His own apprehensions on the subject were at 
any rate, sufficiently obvious, since he retired within his own doors, 
without presenting himself, as it was customary to do, to the notice 
ol his sovereign. He received however the same evening, a message 
requiring his utfondaiice; to which he returned a positive refusal, de- 
claring that he should not ajipear at the palace, otherwise than at the 
head of the troops ; but that the next day, w’heii they should hat'C 
Ix en assembled under their respective leaders, he would, with them 
attend the Khalil’s pleasure, in the mean time he a^iprized the luili* 
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tary chiefs, of what had passed, and that he had been sent for by Ul 
Amein for the express purpose of being put to death. They cauti- 
oned him, in reply, for that night, at all hazards to remain at home, and 
that on the morrow they would not fail to be with him. In the course 
of the night he received a second message from Ul Amein, re(|ucsting 
his presence, as lit* had some matters oi' serious importance to com- 
municate. To this, with audacious insolence, llusseyne now 
replied, that being neither a minstrel nor a buflbou, any nocturnal 
communication with him was entirely out of the- question ; and that 
as he could have nothing to transact with him but what related to 
the affairs of war, he should therefore not attend the Khalif until he 
had drawn the army together. 

The next day he mounted his horse, and taking post at the head of 
tlic bridge of the 'rigris, was there join-“d by the troops of ilaghdad 
and Irak, to the nuiniHr of fifty thousand men. Of these he proceeded 
to demand how long they were to endure that this miscreant, allud- 
ing to Ul Amein, n ho was neither man nor woman, should continue 
to indulge in his licentious and contemptibh' pleasures, to the. entire 
neglect ofhis armies, and of every brancli of his government ? 'I'o 
this it was replied, by unanimous acclamation, tliat Ul Amein 
should be immediately di-posed from bis authority ; and to secure 
this object against the possibility of defeat, llusseyne hastened with- 
out delay, at the head of the insurgents, to throw himself into the, 
palace', where ho succeeded in sc'izing the person of his insulted 
sovereign. The unfortunate monarch was immediately dragged from 
the asylum of his power ; and being hurried, with his head and face 
niuftled up, to the palace of his mother Zobaidah, he was there laid in 
fetters, and for the present committed to the custody of a guard of 
soldiers. This partial revolution is on other authority, staled to have 
taken effect, on Sunday the eleventh of Uudjub, of the year one 
hundred and ninety-six.* 

The authority of LI Mumiln was now publicly proclaimed through- 
out Baghdad. But the mercenary soldiers proceeding to demand the 
•ustomary gratuity on the change of government, llusseyne attempted 


* Kholaussut-ul-akbbaur. March 28(b, A. D. 812, 
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to expostulate with them on the unreasonableness oftheirexpectations, 
knowing his utter incapacity to fulfil them. lie reminded them, at 
the same time, that the monarch to whom they had transferred their 
alles;iance was vet absent in Khorassaun ; and that in order toestab- 
lish their full claim to his bounty, it was first necessary that both the 
array and the metropolis should be put in his actual possession, lie 
therefore proposed that a letter should be addressed immediately to 
IJl Mainun, inviting him to the capital. This question produced 
among the troops an irreconcileable difference of opinion ; one half 
declaring with IJhsseyne for LT Mainun, and the other for the 
immediate restoration of the degraded U1 Amein. The contending 
parties proceeded to determine their diflcrences by the sword ; and a 
conflict ensiled, which from the early part of the day to the hour of 
evening prayer, filled tlio streets of Baghdad with blood and slaugh- 
ter. Their leader falling, however, towards the close of the day, 
into the hands of his adversaries, the jiarty of Ilnsseyne was ulti- 
mately defeated with loss. This produced tlie immediate enlargement 
of I'l Amein, and the majority of the troops flocking the next day 
to his standard, publicly eaiieelled tbe allegiance which thev bad so 
r< ently sworn to I’l MumAii. ilnsseyne, acajitive in bis turn, was 
now conducted in bunds to the i»resence ofl’l Amein ; hut an appre- 
hension, that it might occasion a fresh mutiny among the soldiers, if 
he were condenineil to suffer the punishment due to his crimes, 
seems for the present to liavc ensureil his pardon. Finding it how- 
ever, on his part, not so easy lo dismiss his fears, of that resentment 
which he had so deeply iiienrred, llusseyuc a day or two afterwards 
embraced an ojiportunity of quilting Baghdad, accompanied by bis 
particular friends ; and taking the road through Neberwanii, made 
the best of his way towards the camp of IJarothmali and Zulyemncin, 
with the design of throwing himself on the jirotectjon of those gen- 
erals, ivho had not yet left lJulwaun. But I’l Amein receiving early 
intimation of his fliglit, and immediately dispatching in pursuit of 
him, the fugitive was overtaken about two farsaiigs from Baghdad, 
and after some resistance, put to death ; and his head being, as usual, 
laid before his injured soiercign, the army soon afterwards generally 
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A. n. 198. returned to its dut}' ; so that the revolt might be said, for the present 
A. D. 812. jq have entirely subsided. 

Tarikh Apprized of these, events, Ziilyemnein determined to hasten the 

Tebry. concerted separation witli his colleguc ; and accordingly, quitting 
Hulwaun at the head of his own division of the army, he proceeded 
by the left towards Ahuauz ; Avherc Mahommed the son of Yezzid the 
IMohillebite commanded at this period on the part of i'l Ainein. 
Being soon afterwards closely invested, and tlie governor lalling in the 
honorable discharge of his duty, this town was comp;'lled to submit 
to Zulyemneln, together v.itli tlie whole of the ad'ioining territory ; 
through wbicli the agents of that genera! were imuiedi.ilely tlispcr.sed 
to ensure jjossessioii in the name oi’ tiieir ma.'.ier. Tlie march of 
Zulyemnein was next directed for Ihissorah ; of v. liiv-li city Mnnsur 
the son of Mcl’.edy was prefect, or lieutenan*, under the authority 
of I J Ainein. Instead of defending h:s trust, tiiis < h;el conceived it 
prudent to dispaleli jettens to /iulyeiiii.i. in, to de.;Iarc i!i,'t having 
renounced iiis aUegiance to I I Aiiiein, lie thus voluntarily transCer- 
red it to i.l Mamiiii ; on whic'.i, al.er piviciitiifg hi arn.y before the 
gales of Rassorah, Zulyemnein left Minisur in uninolf .u d p.)-ses.,i.)n 
of that city, ami r<'tu rued towards Wans-it. Aiuuit t!ie ‘aiu ' [i< riM.f, 
similar letters reaebe;! him iroin Abh;;» tiie son of lliu.y, ami .Mhtico, 
or Mhtulleb, the sou of -Vhdnllali ; tl;e former, iieiiieiiaiit ofivhr’ali, 
llie latter of Mossule, cTich abjuring tlie authority of I I Ameiii, and 
siihiiiitting to that ol I I .Mamnii, Moreover, when Zelyeiiitieiu was 
known to have arrived in the iieigiihoriiood of VVaiissit, tl,,- g,,ver- 
iior of that place, lie heiin the sou of i'iiualjah also pre nareil toalian- 
<lon his trust Iiy withdrawing towar is KInuass.mu ; hut htdrig 
ashamed to exhil.it such a prool of his pusillaiiiuii* y to his peo[)h> at 
l.trge, he tlesired one of his trroouis to bring him priv.itely one of his 
horses, I'he in iii brought him two, pointing out, whether his ilesigu 
Were for battle orYor flight, that which in cither case would hestsnit 
h's purpoM*. Hesiicini clio.se the latter, hearing honorable testimony 
t the cliaraeter ol his ailversary, by alleging that it was no disgrace 
to lly hetlire Zulyi'miiein. 'I'lius ah-andoned to its destiny, Zuiyem- 
1): in took (inss.'svi(,ii of Waussit without resistance ; and with the 
tame facility, succeeded iu uiuking himself master ol the aucieut capi- 
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tal of Mcclacin. From this latter city he dispatched to announce his 
progress to IHirethmali ; on vhich, decamping from llulwaun, that 
general led his troops immediately towards Baghdad, and taking post 
at Nelierwaun, materially straitened the garrison of the metropolis in 
that direction. 

In the mean time the conduct ofUl Amein in cancelling the 
arrangements of llanin, and in destroying the instrument of succes- 
sion so solemnly ratified in the temple of Mekkah, had excited no 
little discontent among the inhabitants of that proud city; and parti- 
cularly in J^aoud the son cf Kissa the Abbaside, who did not scruple 
to declare that ho had heen guilty of the grossest perfidy, and that 
his affairs could therefore never terminate in prosperity. In this 
state of mind, when the transient revolntion in favor of Cl Mkinnn 
brought about at Baghdai! by' IJussey'no the ^labanito, was announced 
«t Mekkah, the w hole of the Koraisb, and otlier inhabitants of that 
city, readily acipiiesccd in the measure ; and to give to their opinions 
the last jjnblicity, they' proceeded to pronounce the Khotbah in the 
name of Cl Mamnn, during the visitation of the pilgrims at the close 
of the year. This brings our narrative accordingly to the termination 
of the y'car one hundred and niiiet\'-six. 

Cnder these accinnnlating cmharrassmenti. Cl Amein adventured 
upon a general revii'W' of his troops; and finding that he might still 
Calculate upon the services of not les.s than four humlrcd commanders 
of some eminence, he presented to each of them a standard ; and dis- 
patched them under Ally the son of Hiisseyne, of the race of Fauti- 
ina, towards Neherwann, to try the issue of a conflict wdth the troops 
of IJarethinah. Before the gates of that town, at a village called 
llulwaun, they accordingly gave battle to llarcthmah, and with their 
usual adverse fortune, were again totally' defctited ; and their general 
being made a prisoner, was conveyed to Meru, to attest to Cl Mamun 
this further triumph of his arms. 

Notwithstanding the unifortn succes.s which had hitherto accom- 
panied him in his enterprizes, the troops of Zulyeinnein engaged, 
about this period, in an audacious mutiny against the authority of 
their general ; because he, cither justly or unjustly, withstood their 
•lamours for money. But as one half of the army continued stedfast 
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to tljeir alli'giancc,Zulyomnein succeeded in dii'persing the mutineers,: 
and ill oxjieUiiiir them I'rom his camp in various directions. Oi' those 
a hodyof'five tluui.>.and took the road towards ]5agli(1;Ml, where they 
submitted to claim the protection ot‘L'1 Amcin, and i'roin him exiior- 
icnced a favorable reception. l>ut as the treasures of that prince were 
by this time pretty well exhausted, instead of those pecuniary rewards, 
rich dresses, and other proofs of his bounty, with which they had 
flattered their expectations, these unprincipled mercenaries were 
compelled to rest satisfied with a fumigation of their beards over 
pans of civet ; which was served up before th.eni in great profusion, 
by the. Khalit’s direc.liens: a spi'cies of entertainment by which 
they were exposed to the ridicule oi’ the inbaiiitants of Ihighdad, 
under the ai»pellation of jiuid-ul-irhauleiah. t//< clrd ri>r/)/t. Having, 
however, for the space of a month, looked in vain ti>r some more 
solid proofs of the lilu ndify of I'l .Vim in, they beeame tired of 
expectancy ; and joining the troops of Haglniad, in one of those 
bursts of refractory violcnec ill whieh they so frequently indulged 
against their unfortunate sovereign, they withdrew themselves from 
that city ; and took the first opiiortunity of returning to the camp of 
y.ulyenuiein. by whom their recent outrages were, fromsome motive of 
expediency, suffered to pass into olilivion. Tiie armies of liarctii- 
niali and Ziilycmneiii, soon after this, uniteil in the siege of liaghdad ; 
where the unfortunate 11 .Vuu'iti was ultimately de.stined to experi- 
ence every species of mortification, disgrace, and injury. 

The year one hundred and ninety-seven coimnenecil thus inaiispi- 
cioiisly for I'l Amc-iii. His treasures hid long since failed him ; and 
he now proceeded to sujiply the defi'ct, by committing to the cruiu- 
ble liis gold and silver plate and furniture, the glittering appendages 
of royalty ; and further to eiialde him to renew the exercise of his 
bounty, and to encourage his troops to exert themselves in the 
defence of the last bulwarks ol’deelining greatness, the rare and pre- 
cious contents of his warehouses and magazines were, now openly 
exposed for sale. Having adopted eviTV prcc.iiitioii to strengthen 
and secure the gates of the city, both within and without, against the 
attempts of th<' besiegers, he withdrew himself into the palace of hi.s 
Ijiotlier, within the citadel; of which, the gates are said to havcbeca. 
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of iron. He disposed of his garrison at the same time to guard with A. 11. 197, 
equal solicitude against the attacks of Ilarethmah, which were A. D. 8I2. 
directed towards the gate of Ivhorassanii on one side, and against 
those of Zulyoinneiii, which bore upon the gate of Bassorah on the 
other. These attacks appear, however, to have been confined to the 
interval between sunrise and sunset; the besieging generals retiring 
every evening to their respective encampments, Ilarethmah to 
Keherwaun, at the distance of two farsangs, and Zulyeinnein to the 
garden of the gate of Aid taur ; a plantation, or pleasure ground so 
called, about the distanee of one farsang on the road to Bassorah. 

V» hen this s]iecies of attack had been earned on for some time, and 
the garrison had been entirely cut off’ from the mc'ans of subsistance, 
and not a day passed in which the ramparts were not brought down 
in alarming masses by the warlike machines of tlie besiegers; the 
iidiabitants liegan to (piit the city, and in considerable bodies to claim 
the iirotectionol' either general of the besiegers. Those who submitted 
in this way to the jiower of Znlyemneiii were treated with distin* 
gnished kindness ; while the property of sueh as delayed to surren- 
tler was exposed to oi'rtaiii dostruetion by fire and sword. The 
spirit of derelietion s|)rea(l at last to the highest order of citizens, to 
tlie beads of the neigliboring villages, and to the chief commanders 
of the army, not excepting the minister Fazzel : all of whom gradually 
went over to the enemy, leaving the capital to its fate. 

By these multi]>lied desertions, and the numerous casualties which 
necessarily o<-eiirred in repidling the assaults of the besiegers, the gar- 
risrni became at last so greatly reduced, that the populace procecdetl to 
break o]>(‘ii the gates of the jirisoiis, and to release the criminals ; whose 
assistance they demanded to defend the works of the town. All was 
now resigin'd to the discretion of a licentious rabble, who disposed 
of every tiling at will ; and to add to the calamities which already 
seemed to hasten their destruction, they neglected to secure a supply 
of water for the interior of the city. In such appalling cirenmstan* 

CCS, finding that his authority wa.s become entirely extinct ; that no 
one any longer, cither regarded bis instructions, or feared his resont- 
incnt ; that the good, the learned, and the moral, and even tlie 
market people of every tlcscripliou had disappeared ; that the city 
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A. H. 107. was become the prey of an unbridled banditti of rollers^ gamhlent^ 
-• picAjfockets, and depredators, who filled it, without controul, with 

Tarikh treason, pillage, and slaughter ; in short, finding that he had nothing 
left wherewith to purchase the precarious obedience of an unprinci- 
pled and lawless mob, the unhappy U1 Ainein finally shut himself up in 
the palace of his mother; and there fortifying himself as w'cll against 
internal violence, as the attacks of the Viesiegers from without, seems 
to have awaited w’ithout further effort the crisis of his destiny. 

Under such hopeless circumstances, the first to forsake his master, 
and who now submitted to Zulyemnein, was Eissa the sou of Mahoni- 
nied, another of the race of Mahan, the captain of U I Annin’s guards; 
to whom had been committed the particular tiefeuce of the gates, and 
to whose regulation had indeed been consigned evt;ry thing relating 
to the general safety of the city. The defection of this confuleiitial 
chieftain, at such a cri.sis, threw U1 Ainein at once into the last state 
of despondence and despair; and it was perhaps not until this period 
that the defence of his capital was finally abandoned, to the fortuitous 
exertions of a lawless and ferocious banditti. The information of 
Zulyemnein must at the same time have enaliled him to form a toler- 
able estimate of all that passed williiu the town, and he was perhaps 
justified in his expectation, that it would l>e reduced to a spi'edy 
surrender. Nevertheless, while he indulged, peradveuture with too 
much security, in these expectations, he was attacked in the quarter 
called the castle,* or palace of Sidah, under the gates of the city ; and 
defeated with considerable loss, by Mahomined the son of Yakub, 
the new captain of U1 Ameiu’r, guards, at the head of the undisciplined 
multitude, who combated that day with peculiar fierceness and reso- 
lution. The day following, to avenge the disgrace, Zal 3 'einneiii led 
his troops towards the quarter called daur-urrrffciky adjacent to which 
he w'as again opposed in great force hy the rabble. On this occasion 
we are told, that one of the latter, clad in a coarse woollen wrapper, 
with a beggar’s wallet suspended to his neck, a cudgel in one hand, 
and a wicker basket overlaid with pitch, in the other, in an attitude 
©f careless defiance, presented himself to the troops of Zulyemneia* 

* JkasscT'^-Salab, 
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One of his followers, a native of Khorassauii, was directed hv that 
chief to meet this savage looking out-law. The Khorassauny drew 
his bow and let fly an arrow, which the rustic received in his basket 
of wicker ; but as it passed through and sunk into the earth, he nim- 
bly picked it up and lodged it, feather outwards, in the basket which 
he used as his shield. This he repeated until the soldier had entirely 
exhausted his quiver. On vrhich Zulyemnein called to the Khoraus- 
sauny to attack him sword in hand; observing that there surely could 
be nothing to apprehend from a fair conflict with such a charlatan. 
The Khorassauny drew his sword accordingly, and approached liis 
antagonist; when tlie barlarian putting his hand into his wallet, drew 
out a pchiiie, and fixing it in his cudgel as a sling, delivered it witli 
siicdi singular forv-e and jirecision, as to snap the sword of the Khor- 
assauuy in the middle. He tlieii uttered a loud cry of triumph, 
while ins adversary totally crest fallen, was compelled to withdraw : 
Ziilyi'innein expre-.sing his surprise at the strange contingencies of 
civil discord, in ulfu'li the distinguished rommauder, and the skilful 
warrior, w itli a!! tl;e a<!vantagrs of supenior arms and discipline, w ere 
to be efjually !k* . died by the wool clad rustic, w ith his sword of lath, 
hi- fling and w ieker shi(‘M. He might have added, perhaps wdth equal 
justic(‘. in which ])ceis and ministers of state, the pillars of royalty, 
could so far forget th(‘ noblest ])rineiples of duty, as to abandon the 
]>erson of tln ir ru'go sovereign to the pri'carious-dcd’ence of thieves and 
outlaws. be this lioAvevi r as it may, they fought that day at Daur 
urrefleik. A', itli equal fierct iu'ss and obstinacy until night put an 
end to the conflict ; and it will be sufficient to notice, once for all, 
that Hirt'thmah, on his ])art, experienced, on a \;;ariety of occasions, 
from this multitudinous and stigmatized banditti, a resistance not 
less determined and persevering. 

At ihr commencement howevc'r, of the year one hundred and ninety 
right, on th(‘ very first day of the month of Mohnrrini,* the troops of 
Baghdad of whatever description, both on the side of Harethinah and 
Znlyemnein, were finally driven w ithin the walls of the town. The 
place w as now' more closely and completely invested ; the warlike ma- 
chines of the besiegers Avere planted more directly to beat dowm 
the dcicnccs oftliegateAvays: and Zulyemnein having ctfectually cut 
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A. H. 198, oflTthegarrrison from its communication with the Tigris, the city was 
A. D, 818. tjjyg reduced to the last extremity. In these melancholy and appalling 
Teb^ circumstances, U1 Amein soughtone evcningtosuspend the recollection 
of his sorrows, by the charms of music ; and for this purpose one of his 
■ women was summoned to attend him. The lady who appeared to his 
aid, took up her burbut, or lute, but tuned it to a strain so pensive, 
that the K balif, feeling his sorrows rather aggravated than relieved, pro- 
ceeded to expostulate with heron a selection so ill suited to his state 
of mind ; she mournfully besought his forgiveness, alleging, that her re- 
collection furnished her with nothing else. He desired lier once more to 
exert her skill, andagnin she struck her lute to the same atlecting mea- 
sures. On which, LT Amein imprecatingabittcrcurseonher,andou her 
mclod}', the maid suddenly started from her seat; in doing which, acci- 
dentally striking her foot against a favorite and costly vase of tlie Kha- 
lit’s, of the value often thousand dirhems,* it flew into as many pieces. 
A circumstance which does not appear to have alleviated her master's 
displeasure, though it might have served to awaken his recollection. 

A protracted siege had by this time equally worn out the patience 
of U1 Amein, and exhausted the skill and resources of his multifari- 
ous and disorderly garrison. He therefore came to the resolution of 
intreating the protection of Harethmah. Forthis purpose he immediately 
dispatched to apprize that general, that he was reatly to go over to him, 
provided such a design might be accomplished w'ithout the knowledge 
of Zulyemnein ; and on the condition that IJurethmah would engage to 
protect him against the violence of his coliegue, and to convey him in 
safety to the presenceof L’l Muinun. The proposal was gladly acceded 
toby Harethmah, who sent to inform the Khalif, in reply, that he was 
periectly disposed t(f obey his orders. It was accordingly arranged 
that Harethmah should approach the palace at midnight in his boat, 
accompanied bya few confidential followers;and that L’l Amein should 
come out privately and join him. The correspondence was however 
notcouducted witll such secrecy as to escape the vigilance of Zulyem- 
nein ; by whom, as it did not exactly square with his views it w'as imme- 
diately determined to disconcert the design. As soon as night came, 
lie took poet with a considerable division of his army along the bank 
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®f the Tigns, embarking two hundred soldiers well armed, on board A. H. ifw. 
some river craft prepared for the purpose, with the necessary instruc- A. D. 813. 
tions in wJiat manner to proceed. At the hour appointed, Harethmah y*^'*^** 

with his followers repaired to the spot agreed upon ; and U 1 Amein in 
the disguise of a slave, his head muffled up in acloak, and accompanied 
by a single attendant only, hastened to the river side, and stepped into 
the boat, in which Llarethmah sat anxiously awaiting his approach. 

As soon, liowever, as the boat had gained the middle of the Tigris, it 
was surrounded, and assailed by a shower of arrows from those which 
had been armed by the directions of Zulyemnein. llarethmah and 
his followers resolutely defended themselves for some time ; but their 
assailants having with their spears transpierced the sides of the fragile 
bark, it soon Blicd with water and sunk beneath the stream. Such as 
could swim immediately tlirevv themselves into the river, and gained 
the shore: the steersman seized llarethmah by the arm, and conveyed 
him safe to land ; and LU Amein, on his part committing himself to the 
stream, suseeeded after considerable exertion, in gaining the eastern 
bank of the Tigris, opposite to the city. Unfortunately, on the very 
spot where he was ascending the bank of the river, a detachment of ten 
soldiers had been stationed by Zulyemnein, under an inferior officer, 
a nat'.ve of Khorassaun, whose name was Ibrauhim the sou of Jaufl’er 
of llalkh. The person of the unhappy monarch was instantly recog- 
nized ; and the man compassionately covering him with his cloak to 
protect him from the cold, and mounting him upon his own horse, 
immediately conveyed him to a place of safety. 

Soon afterwards, while Zulvemnein and his followers were formin'”' 
no other conclusion than that he had perished in’the Tigris, Ibrauhim 
I»rescnted himself to announce to the general, that LT Amein was 
safely lodged in his tent ; describing the manner in which the unhappy 
prince liad fallen into his hands. At this period Zulyemnein had 
among his domestics a slave called Koraish, and nicknamed Den- 
dauny, or dentatus, from the preposterous size of his teeth. This 
mau, of whose <]ualifications he was probably not without experience, 
he now summoned to his presence, directing him to proceed without 
tkday to the tent of Ibrauhim, and to bring him the head of Ul Amein. 

The slave hastened, Avith obsecpiious zeal, to the execution of tins san- 
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A. n. 1S8. guinary mandate, and finding his wretched virtim alone and unprotect* 
A. D. 8i3. immediately drew his sword, and approsichcd to attack him. U1 
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Amcin perceived his design, and nothing else at hand with which to 
defend his person, seized his holster ; and with that contrived for some 


time to ward oflf the blow's of his executioner. But as this could not 


avail him long, he faltered in his defence, and received a severe cut 
upon the head ; and his remorseless assailant repeating the stroke, the 
unhappy monarch fell upon his face ; on which the assassin immedi- 
ately throwing himself upon him, severed his head from the shoulders, 
and conveyed it with savage triumph to the presence of his master. 

In possession of this sanguinary proof of the approaching termina- 
tion of his labours, Zulyemnein invited his principal ft)llowers to a 
public audience ; and exhibiting to their view his glinstly troj)Tiy, the 
head of the slaughtered I'l Amcin, proceeded to ex]»<itiate in such 
terms as suited hjs own immediate purposes, oii the cireuinstanees 
which had precipitated the fall of the unhappy monarch, lie alleged, 
in short, that this proud prince, as he thouglit lit to designate the victim 
of his cruelty, in deciding for the protection ofilaretiunali in preU-reiuro 
to his, had become the author of his own destruction. Had his dccisiiui 


been the reverse, he affirmed that lie might have been still alive. But 


W'hile the perils of the field of battle, and the fatigues and hardsiiij)s,oi'a 
protracted and laborioussiege, were to be the lot ofZulyemnein, it was, it 
seems, the design of I'l Amein to rob him of his well earned fume, the 


hoiioralile reward of his exertions; and by accompanying him to the 
presence of I 1 Muinun, to transfer the w'holc to Jlarethmah. Zul- 
yemnein now' gave orders that the head should be suspended in view 
ot the walls of Baghdad ; and the features of their immolated sover- 


eign being early recognized by the garrison, thej' immediately threw 
open th< ir gates ; and surrendering the town to 'the besiegers, betook 
themselves without further resistance to their respective and ordinary 
occupations : and 'Zulyemnein thus master of the metropolis of the 
race of Abbas, the calamities of civil discord seemed in an instant to 


be appeased. 

As he suspected, however, that his conduct in the death of the 
murdered monarch, and in the subsequent exposure of his head, was 
liable to some misrepresentation on the part of llurethmah, Zulyem« 
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Tiein conceived It expedient to adopt some steps to vindicate himself A. H, 198. 
on this point to U1 Mamiin ; who had expressly directed that his A. D. 
brother should be taken alive. Accordingly when the head of U1 ** 

Amein was as usual dispatched to the presence of that prince, toge- 
ther with the staff and mantle of the prophet, and the seal of the 
Khelaufut, it was accompanied by a letter from Zulyemnein to the 
following effect. “ Reposing in the good faith and honor of H^reth- 
“ inah a confidence, which, from the unremitting hostilities, that in the 
“ execution of my orders, I was compelled to prosecute against him* 

“ he denied to myself, Mahommed-ul-Amein besought by his agents 
“ the protection of that chief, whom he accordingly prepared to join ; 

“ thus, casting upon my integrity an imputation which it never 
“ deserved. In consequence of the arrangement preconcerted between 
“ them, Ilarethmah, in the dead of night attended in his boat by the 
“ river side ; where the inconsiderate prince thought fit to put himself 
“ into his hands. With no other object than to render him those 
“ honors which were his due as the brother of my sovereign, when he 
“ should disembark from the boat into which he had conveyed him- 
“ self, I also, at the head of my followers, proceeded to the bank of 
“ the Tigris, luifortunately, when they reached the middle of the 
“ stream, their frail conveyance filled wdth water, and sunk to the 
“ bottom. U1 Amein swam for his life, and succeeded in gaining the 
“ the opposite bank of the river ; but having conceived the idea, that 
“ he had been betrayed, he probably repented, when too late, of hav- 
“ ing besought the protection of Il^rethm'ah. Be this as it may, 

“ when he found himself safe on shore, he gave the word aloud, 
Mahommcflna mnnsurin — help for Mahoinmed ; demanding the 
V assistance of his troops for the rencw’al of hostilities. On this 
“ my followers were ordered, without drawing their swords, to secure 
the person of the prince. He persevered however in resisting the 
“attempt, and perished in the conflict which ensued. The day fol- 
“ lowing the people of Baghditd agreed to give up the town ; but as 
“ they continued to entertain some doubts as to the fate of their 
“ sovereign, I took his head, and instructed by the example of many 
“ a former prince, displayed it for their inspection. They were by 
“ this expedient relieved from their incertitude ; and together 

« 9 



A. H. IM. 
A. D. 813. 

Tarikh 

Tcbry. 


n<j 

with the out-la well baiulitti employed ill the defence of the 

town, having returned every one to his avocations, all appearance 
“ of commotion immediately subsided. As for the head — behold, it 
“accompanies this dispatch 

The report which Ilurethmah on his part conceived it expedient to 
convey to his master on the same subject, was however comprized in 
much fewer words. He briefly stated, that having proceeded accord- 
ing to appointment to receive U1 Ainein, he had, as he thought 
beyond the reach of danger, seated him in his boat, and was conduct- 
ing him to bis camp ; when, to his utter astonishment, in the very 
niiildle of the stream, the boat sunk. Tliat, being sufiiciently 
engaged in providing for his own safety, he saw nothing more of the. 
unhappy prince until the following day, when he recognized liis head 
Jn the presence of Tahcr. lint of the circnnistanccs which produced 
such a sju'ctacle, he professed his t*jUiri' ignorance. 

In the letters transmitted on this occasion, to announce to UI Ma- 
mun the triumphant termination of the contc^st with his hrother, 
Zulycmnein is said to have further ex[>lain(*d, tint when, on emerging 
from the Tigris, the unfortunate Ul Amein evinced a determination 
to resist, he had instructed his slave, adverting to Ivoraish cleiulanny 
by name, to seize and withhold him IVom the consi qucnces of his rash 
and unavailing obstinacy’^ ; but that disdaining to deliver liimself up, he 
had fought the slave, who was thus compelled, by tiu! necessity ofsc lf- 
defenee, to put him to death. L pon which it is observed, that to 
lUMamun it was long since known, that at the birth of his brother it 
had been predicted by the astrologers, that A nicin teas dvslincd to perish 
bp the hand of a Koraish ; understood, however, t<i imply some individ- 
ual of the celebrated tribe of tliat name : and such being the notion 
entertained by Ul Mamun, his minister Fazzel, himself a skilful 
astrologer, in the correspondence which, in the name of his master, 
he carried on with Zfdyemnein, omitted not to charge him, on every 
occasion, to bo particular in distinguishing among his troops the war- 
riors of the Koraish ; whose zeal he w^s uniformly instructed to 
stimulate by every species of encouragement : although Zulyemneiii 
was but little aware of the motive. When he perused, however, the 
circumstantial relation communicated in the report of that general, 
VI Mamiin found no difficulty in applying the prediction exhibited 
ill his brotlier's horoscope. 
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. Two of the children of U1 Mamiin, who had been formerly removed 
from Hakkah to Baghdad, by U1 Ainein, and there continued at this 
period confined to the imperial palace, were now conducted by tlie 
directions of Zulyemncin, witli their mother, into Khorassaun ; toge- 
ther with Mutuinmen, and the two sons of U1 Amein, Mussa and 
Abdullah, with their mother, who proceeded at the same time to the 
presence of LJl Mamun. The dowager Zobaidah was confined under 
restraint to her own palace. 

JSIahommeil til Amehi^ivom the eldest of his two sons, occasionally 
denominated Abu Mussa, is stated to have enjoyed a distinction to 
which no other of his race could pretend ; that of being, both by 
father and mother, descended from the illustrious stock of Abbas ; 
and heis described to have been in person of a fair complexion, tall in 
stature, and broad shouldered, with small ej^es and a prominent nose. 
On the clay of his death, which, in the Kliolaussut-ul-akhbaur, is 
recorded to have taken place in the latter part of Mohurrim,* one 
hundred and ninety-eight, he could not have attained to his eight 
and twentieth year; and he perished in the manner we have attempted 
to relate, after exercising a precarious sovereignty of four years and 
about six months. During the hostilities in w hich he was engaged 
with VI Mamun, it is further remarked, that he espoused the daugh- 
ter of Eissa the son of Jauffer; represented to have been a woman of 
genius, and a pot'toss, who employed her muse, with some ability, in 
recording the virtues ot her lamented and unfortunate husband. In 
short, this prince appears to have inherited from nature a disposition 
oi mind, benevolent, and liberal to a pre-eminent degree ; but, 
while embarked in a contest for life and empire, his supincncss in 
neglecting the duties of his exalted station, for the miserable pursuits 
of private pleasure and amusement, bespoke an imbecility of charac- 
ter but little calculated to secure the respect of a warlike people ; and 
it is not to be wondered at, that his star should have ultimately set 
before the superior energies, and the more tbrtuiiate destiny of his 
brother. 
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That brother we "are now to recognize under the title of Ur.MAMuw 
B*ii.LAH,*Abul Abbas Abdullah, the son of IlarCui ; to whom, when 
the fate of his predecessor had become sufficiently notorious, the 
allegiance of Hejauz, of both provinces of Irak, and of Parss, was 
transferred without further difficulty ; the inhabitants of Khorassaun, 
though his authority, had been long since effectually established in 
that part of the empire, embracing the occasion to renew their pledge 
of fidelity to him, in his quality of sole monarch oflsslam. 

It appears at the same time, that as soon as it was ascertained that 
the contest had thus favorably terminated, Fazzel the son of Sohol 
early suggested to his master the expediency of his presence at Bagh- 
dad, and of transferring the scat of government to that metropolis. 
Ul had, however, by this time, conceived so decided a pre - 

dilection for Khorassaun, that he was not to be induced by any con- 
siderations of expediency to concur in such a measure. To the 
arguments which his minister urged against the manifest impolicy of 
continuing to reside at so remote an extremity of his dominions, (over 
which it appeared impracticable to exercise an eflectual conlroul, 
otherwise than by fixing the source of authority at the centre in 
Irak) he endeavoured to reply, by observing that although the 
princes of the house of Abbas might have chosen to establish tlioir 
abode in Irak, it was to be remembered that the monarchs of the 
race ofOiiimeyah had fixed their court at the opposite extremity of 
the empire ; even at Damascus, at the very outlet of the passes and 
defiles of the Ruinian territory ; from whence they had found it, 
nevertheless, perfectly practicable to keep the whole world from 
east to west, in sufficient awe of their authority. In opposition, 
therefore, to w’hat he conceived the most obvious maxims of policy, 
Fazzel was compelled to conform to the opinion of his sovereign ; it 
being determined that the imperial residence should continue at 
Mei*!! ; while the talents ef Zulyemnein were considered amply com- 
petent to secure the submission of Baghdad, and the provinces of the 
west. 

Early in the ensuing .year, however, a schismatic of the name ofi 
Nasser the son of Sheheib Rebbai, having set up the stantlar I of 
revolt at Rakkah, during the first month of Rabbeia, Zfilyemn-in 

* Dei gratia conservatus — coastaos. 
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found it requisite to make the circumstance the suhjcct of an imme- 
diate dispatch to Ul Mamun. On which, being invited by his master 
to suggest the arrangements that he conceived advisable to adopt in 
order to defeat the designs of the insurgent, Fazzel continued to 
intimate that his opinion was, already, sufficiently known ; and he 
could only repeat that it behoved them to hasten into Irak without 
a moment’s delay. The Khalif still contended that the authority of 
Zhlyemnein was in all respects adequate to the emergency ; and 
when the minister objt;cted that while Zulyemnein was employed in 
the extremity of Jezzeirah, there was reason to apprehend that the 
affairs of Irak might fall into confusion, Ul Mamun then required 
that he should discover some suitable person to assume the govern- 
ment of that province. It was under these circumstances that Fazzel 
undertook to recommend his brother liusseyne, or as he will hereafter 
be more frequently denominated, Ilussun ; although it w'as still too 
fresh in the remeinberance of every one at Baghdad, that both he 
and his brotlier were only known in that city in the quality of hum- 
ble scribes ; an occupation which they had notoriously c::erciscd 
during the reigns of both Mehedy and Harun, without the smallest 
preumsions to any degree of experience, or skill in the profession of 
arms. Of the imprudence of such a choice, lU Mamun is said to 
have been sufficiently aware ; but Fazzel obstinately persevering in 
his ]>oint, the ]\ halif was in this instance compelled to -forego his 
opinion. Ilussun Sohel was accordingly invested with the govern- 
ment of Irak ; instructions being at the same time conveyed to Zul- 
yeainein, on the arrival of his successor, to deliver over to him, the 
whole of the cities, and dependencies of that province at present 
under his authority ; and for his own part to proceed without delay 
tow'ards Uakkah, with the division of the army under his orders, to 
chastise the usurpation of the insurgent Nasser ; the government of 
that quarter, including Mossul and the whole of Jezzeirah, being con- 
ferred upon him, in the room of w’hat it had been found expedient to 
consign to another person. On the same occasion H&rethmah was 
required to transfer to Ilussun Sohel the troops w'ho had hitherto fol- 
low'ed his standard ; and to return with such as were immediately 
attached to bis own person into Khorassaun. 
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On his arrival at Baghdad, the army and the government were both 
accordingly resigned to the disposal of Hussun Sohel, by Zulyemnein, 
and Harethmah ; the former proceeding towards Rakkah equally dis- 
satisfied with Mamun, and with bis minister. In a similar temper of 
mind, Hlirethmah took hisdepartureforKhorassaun ; both of these chiefs 
havingentertained a notion, thatthe Khalifwouldscarcely beinducedto 
deprive them of the authority which they had established at Baghdad. 
Of the troops which, in conformity with his instructions, Harethmah 
delivered over to the discretion of the new governor of Irak, the 
immediate command had been usually exercise.d by a slave, or client 
of his own, of the name of Abu Serraya ; and to this pereon they 
were now left in charge, under the authority of Hussun Solid. Tlie 
insurgent Nasser ben Shebeib having shut himself up within the for- 
tifications of Rakkah, on the approach of Zulyemnein, the latter 
immediately formed the siege of tliat city ; exhibiting, however, no 
other indication of hostility, or of a design to etf<‘ct the subjugation 
of the place, than by the position which, in total inaction, he thus 
continued for a long time to occupy before its gates. 

As had been in some measure foreseen, the character of Hussun 
Sohel’s government displayed to the inhabitants of Baghdad, both 
soldiers and others, something very foreign to what they been accus- 
tomed to admire ; noitluir did they attempt to conceal their surprise 
and dissatisfaction at this appointment of I’l M&mun’s, which, like 
some other recent proceedings of that prince, they ascribed to the 
improper influence exercised by the brother; to whom, they .said, they 
well understood the management of affairs had been now too generally 
resigned by his master. 

At a crisis thus verging towards confusion and disturbance, an 
individual of the race of Ally, descended from Imaum Hdsseyne, of 
the name of Mahommed son of Ibrfihim, and on whom they thought 
fit to confer the title of Tebauteba, was clandestinely employed at 
Kufah in soliciting the allegiance of the people for** U1 Ruzza of the 
race of the prophet and liad succeeded to a great extent in prevail- 
ing upon the inhabitants to engage privately in his views : when in 
the month of Jummaudy the second,* Abil Serraya, at the headoflus 
troops, entered Kufuh ; and inviting Tebauteba from the privacy ia 

* January, A. D. 815. 
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which he had hitherto been operating, openly declared in favor of his 
designs, and, under his presumed authority, became entire master of 
the city. 

The person who now demands our attention under the appellation 
of Abu Serraya, /a (her of legions, is said originally to have borne the 
name of Scrray&i the son of Munsur ; and to have been a descendant 
from lIauny,or rather more correctly, from Ayauz the son of Kabcizah, 
or Kabeissiih, the Sheybaunian ; the same that in the battle of Zikaur, 
at the head of the Arabs of I leirah, so signally defeated the troops of 
Khossrou Parveiz, some time subsequent to the conflict of Beider, 
But whatever might have been the renown of his ancestor, Abu Ser- 
raya was himself the slave of Uarcthmah ; although in that humble 
situation, such was the esteem which he had acquired by his talents 
and fidelity, that wherever his master was principal in authority, he 
invariably exercised the functions of lieutenant. On the present occa- 
sion, when he was directed to transfer the troops of his division to 
llussun Solid, Jliirethmah left those who served on his own immedi- 
ate pay, in the charge of Abii Serraya, as his lieutenant gene ral ; while 
be proceeded himself on his journey into Ivhorassaun. 

Hitherto habituated to the less arduous avocations ofsecretarv, and 
toialh uiipraclieed in the command of armies, llussun Solid, accord- 
ing to the notions of our author at least, possessed but few of the 
(jualitications re(|uisite for the controul of the numerous, and populous 
cities now so unadvisedly committed to his management. Betaking 
himself therefore, however prematurely, to indulge in his natural bias, 
the exercise of his pen, he proceeded, on the plea that their services 
were no longer ref|uired, to strike out from the list of stipendi tries, 
together with various of the troops of Baghdad, a great proportion of 
those who had been consigned to his authority by llurethmah ; 
and at the head of the latter, thus improvidently deprived of their 
subsistance, Abu Serraya resentingthe injury, shortly afterw'ards quit- 
ted Baghdad, and hastened to Kutah; wherein the manner just related, 
he drew from obscurity the usurper Tebauteba and his race, and to 
him, together with his discarded followers, publicly pledged his 
alh'giancc. 
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'To oppose die desfgnsof these insurgents, as soon as lie it^as apprized 
of their proeeedings, llussun Sohel first made choice of Zeheir the 
son of Mosseib, one of the military chiefs of his government ; who 
accordingly advanced to Kvifah at the head of ton thousand of the 
troops of Baghdad. But Al)uSerra 3 'a issuing from the town to give him 
battle, Zeheir was defeated with considerable slaughter, a valual»le 
booty becoming the reward of the conqueror. Re-entering Ivfifah, how- 
ever, with the captured property in his train, Abu Serraya was surpris- 
ed by an un<'Xpected demand, on the part of Tobauteba, for the spoils 
of his victory, which he ivas compelled to relinquish on the spot ; but 
as this was a species of usurpation to which the succesful adventurer 
was little disposed to submit, the wn'tched 'I'ebauteba was the very 
same night taken oft' by a dose of poison, administtTcd through his 
contrivance ; Mahommed the grandson ot Zeid, another descendant freun 
linaum llusseyne, being chosen the following da' to siqqily his place, 
while the SHjireme direction of his councils was heiu'clurward appro- 
jiriated with little ceremony to himself by Abu Serraya. 

Subsequent to the departure of Zeheir, a fresh body of troops had 
been dispatched bj'^ llussun Sohel, either to sustain, or to retrieve t!ic 
miscarriage of, that commander. But this detachment eX]»erieneiiig 
a similar repulse and disgrace at the gates of Kiifah. a sfiirit of g( neral 
revolt appeared at once to spread itself through the whole race of 
Alh'; of whom a number of individuals immediately starting uj), and 
entering from different quarters into a correspond(Mice with Abu Ser- 
raya, were l\v him, without difficulty, confirmed in the government of 
those places, from which thej’ had succeeded in banishing the author- 
itv of ri Mamun. In the mean time Abu Serraya with Mabomnu-d 
the llusseynite the instnimcait of his ambition, on whom he bad 
C(mferr<'d the title of Amvir-ul-moumencin^ took up his permanent 
abode at KCifah ; whence he proceeded to direct that the name of 11 
^‘samun should he expunged from the public orations in all the terri- 
tory v\ hieh had submitted to his usurpation, llis views now extended 
to the entire subjugation of Irak ; and a chief of the insurgent family 
was accordingly dispatched, with a competent force, to take possession 
•f VV aussit; while Zeid the sou ol Mussa, another of the race of 
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jna, proceeded towards Bassorah ; both of.which cities appear to have 
submitted without resistance. 

In the perplexity occasioned by the alarming progress of the insur- 
rection, Hussun Sohel conceived it expedient to dispatch, without 
further delay, to recal Harethmah ; who, w'hen the disturbances broke 
out, had not yet prosecuted his journey beyond Hulwaun. To the 
repeated messages of Hussun, he did not however appear disposed to 
pay the smallest attention ; until on reaching llamadaun, he was over- 
taken hy a dispatch from that chief, which threatened, unless he 
instantly retraced his steps to Baghdad, to make such a representation 
of his conduct, both to L I Mamun and his minister, as should enforce 
his’return, though he were at the gates of Meru : intimating at the 
same time, in terms which could hardly be misconceived, that the 
relation in which he stood with the ringleader of the insurgents, was 
senicieiitlv notorious to the world; and that it was bv no means 
didicult to infer, that the proceedings of the slave had originated in 
the instruciions of his master. AVith such an accusation impending, 
Ilurethinuh conceived it might be extremely hazardous to appear in 
the presence of L'l Mamun ; convinced at the same time as he w'ell 
niusi have been, that under such circumstances, no means would be 
I-.’ft unemployed by I'azzel to accomplish his d'struction. He sub- 
mitted therefore with a good grace to yield to the importunities of 
Hussun; and returning shortly afterwards to Baghdad, experienced 
Irom that officer, notwithstanding what had passed, a very honorable 
and outwardly cordial reception. 

Being now' placed at the head of the force destined to serve against 
Abu Serraya, Harethmah marched out of Bagdad, detaching Ally the 
son of Saaid, with the advanced guard, to expel from Waussit the 
person by whom it had been seized for the insurgent. In the mean 
time, having in vain employed messengers to recal him to a sense of 
duty, Harethmah advanced at length in person to give battle to Abu 
Serraya; whom he attacked, and defeated with great slaughter, com- 
pelling him to retire for shelter to the castle of Ebon Hobairah ;* and 
irom thence, by a close ;md ardent pursuit, to continue his flight to 
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Kufah. On this tlio sncccssAil s,c'n(‘riil encamped his army for some 
lime near the same oastlc ol‘ Kb<Mi J lohairah. 

To this period, many of the kindred of the hon.se of Abhas, and 
partieidarly of the family of L I Munsnr and Mehedy, were still .suf- 
fered to reside in very opulent circumstanees at Kufah ; but on the 
recent discomfiture and r,;turn to that j)lacc, of Abu Serraya, their 
destiny was suddenly changed ; they were l>unished from their 
habitations, which, toaether « ith the* whole of their pro])erty, being 
either destroyed, or coiifi.seat«*d to the use of the iiisunjent, thev hast- 
ened towards the cast h* of F.ben Ilobairah, wlu-re, in the camp of 
Ilurethmah, tlicy found an asylum for their persons. 

The month of Zulkaudah was now arrived: and as the Iladjies 
from Persian Irak and Khorassaiin, and the other ])rovinces of the 


east w«’re, it seems, on the ap])roach of the season of tlie ])ilgrimage, 
necessarily to pass through the territory now oceupi('d by the troops 
of IJarethnuih, they were in great numbers prev<>nted from the prose- 
•cutioa of their sacred design by the orders of that general. On the 
other hand, Abu Serraya on his part did not fail to dispat<‘h to Mt'k- 
kah, another of the race of Ally, descended from linauin Jlu.sseyne, 
whose name was Ilussun, subsetjnenlly known by the appellation of 
Ebcn-ul-Eftess, (son of the flat- nosed) and who took his di'parture 
from Kufah during the month ofZulkaudah, in order to preside in the 
ceremonies of the visitation ; while about the same period Mahoin- 
med the son of Sulinian, by the expulsion of the lieutenant of the 
house of Abbas, obtained possession of Mf;doinah. On the evening 
of the ninth of Zilhudje, while the pilgrims without either prince or 
pontitf, were collected on Mount Arafaut, Ebenul Eftess, accompanied 
by his governor, or preceptor, Daoud the son of Mussa, arrived in the 
neighborhood of Mekkah ; and having performed the duties of eve- 
ning service in the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, proceeded to join 
the Iladjies, bn Arafaut, where he remained until midnight. 
The following day,* he rctnrned and was allowed to take final posses- 
sion of the sacred city. 

In the former part of Mohurrim, of the year two hundred, Harethi 
Oiah led his army to the gates of Kfifah ; from which, with recruited 
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powers, Abfl Serraya issued once more to give liim battle. He was A. H. 20». 
again defeated ; and being })ursucd into the town by bis conqueror, ***”• 

he was compelled to fly from thence towards Bassorah, taking with 'Iwikh 
him the pageant Muhommed, the adherents of the family, and the 
whole of the troops who continued attached to his interests. On 
the banks of the Deyjelali, or Tigris, he was attacked on his march, 
and discomfited with fresh slaughter by a division of the garrison of 
^Va^lssit, detached to intercept his retreat by Ally the son of Saeid, 
the governor on the part of Jl&rcthmah. Being in the last conflict 
severely wounded, and disabled from further active hostilities, AbA 
Serraya now bent his steps in the direction of .lezzeirah ; where, in 
the city of Rauss-ul-Bvne, he had, as be flattered himself, provided 
an abode against the contingencies of adverse fortune. He had how- 
ever no sooner entered the boundaries of Jezzeirah, than he found 
himself lurt her op})osed by a detachment of the troops of Hussun So- 
hel, under a commander of the name of Hameid ; by whom he was 
immediately secured, and together with the whole of his followers, 
conducted in safe custody to the presence of the governor of Irak. 

At a subsequent period he was put to death by that chief; and our 
iiutlior concludes his story^ with the remark, that, it has been recorded, 
that no criminal was ever know n to utter such violent lamentations, 
or to betray such total want of fortitude at the moment of execution, 
as this same wretched Abu Serray'^a. 

When it was sulficiently ascertained that nothing further w'as to be 
approhemled from the attempts of Abfi Serraya, Ally the son of Saeid 
reci'ived the orders of Jlarethmah to advance from Waussit, and take 
possession of Bassorah. At the period under consideration, Zeid the 
son of Mussa, and brother of Imauin Ally Ruzza, from the frequent 
conflagrations with which he had laid waste the territory under his 
authority, surnamed Zeid-ul-Naur, Zeid the mcendiari/, continued to 
rule over that city ; but was become, by his vices and intolerable 
cruelties, so completely odious to the inhabitants, that the lieutenant 
of llarethmah no sooner appeared before their gates, than they seized 
the person of their oppressor, and delivered him into the hands of 
that officer, by whom he was condemned to languish in the solitude 
of a prison. A brother of this man’s, of the name of Ibrauhim, had 
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contrived about the same time to establish himself in Yemen, and by 
similar atrocities, to render himself equally detested ; having, by his 
sanguinary character acquired the appellation of Ibrauhim-ul-Jezzaur, 
Ibrauhim the butcher. 

Such also is represented to have been the conduct of Hussun-ul- 
£fltess at Mekkah, that, driven to extremity by various instances of 
oppression and insolence, either on his part or that of his officers, the 
people at last conspired to effect his destruction ; but becoming 
some channel or other apprized of his danger, he contrived for the 
present to escape their vengeance. Distinguished for his exom])lary 
piety, and unblemished manners, Mahommed, the son of Imaiiin .lauf- 
fer-us-Saudek, had long since taken, sanctuary, as he conceived against 
the projects of ambition, at Mekkah; and to him, when tliey under- 
stood that the inhabitants would no longcTsulmiit to tlie arbitrary pro- 
ceedings oftheirprincipal, that Abu .SerrayaAvas no longerin acondition 
to beofuse to their designs, and that the house of Abbas had recovered 
its authority in Irak, the adherents ofthe race ol‘ Ally, who served in the 
train of Hussun-ul-Eftess, now applied themselves; and engaging to 
secure for him the allegiance ofthe people, whose resentments tht'v had 
awakened by their misconduct, they invited him fnmi his retirein’-nt, 
and importuned him to accept of their sulmii.ssion. All this he at 
first declined, alleging that no earthly consideration should ever 
prevail with him to withdraw from the service of his God : but 
instructed by the admonitions of their leader, the followers of llus- 
sun-ul-Eftess, by repeated protestations of their sincere repentance 
for their crimes and atrocities, and by a promise of embracing the 
doctrines of his sect, at the same time that he accepted their allegiance, 
'ultimately persuaded this abstinent recluse, once more to revisit the 
haunts of men ; receiving the homage not only of the troops of Hus- 
sun-ul-Eftess, but of the inhabitants of Mekkah at large ; who congra- 
tulated themselves, on being thus unexpectedly reli(>ved from the 
oppressions ofthe usurper ; who was constrained on his part to reside 
in privacy, although his son Ally was permitted to assume the man- 
agement ofaffairs under the pretended controul of Mahommed Jauffery. 

It was while these transactions tor>k place at Mekkah that Ibrauhim- 
ul-J ezzaur succeeded in expelling Ishauk the son of Miissaof the race 
of Abbas, from Yemeii: but the extruded lieutenant still continuing 
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to hover on the skirts of his province, was no soonct apprized that the t 
inhabitants were become disaflectcd towards Ebcn-ul-Eftess and his . 
ajjents, than he approached that way, with the design of getting pos- 
session of the city. Mahommed the son of Jauffer hastened to give 
him battle, accompanied by the son of IIussun-ul-Eftess ; but the men 
of Mekkah withholding their support from the race of the prophet, the 
troops of the house of Abbas prevailed ; their general immediately 
entered and made himselfmaster of the sacred city, putting to the sword 
in great numbers, the adherents of the vanquished party who had the 
misfortune to fall into his hands. Mahommed the son of Jauffer, who 
bad so unwisely exchanged his tranquil retreat for the precarious 
pursuits of aml>ition, contrived however to escape to Juddah. His 
son, or that of EIxm-ul-Eftess, it is not clear which, was killed in the 
action which took i)lace on tliis occasion near Mekkah ; while others 
of the party took flight in various directions. Having placed the city 
of Mekkah in a state of sufticient security, the son of Mussa proceeded 
without further delay to Juddah ; where he contrived without much 
difficulty to get into his hands the person of the fugitive Mahommed 
who implored his protection, and was received to mercy ; the success- 
ful general being satisfied to reconduct him back to Mekkah, where 
from the vestibule of the sanctuary (miaun-e-rokken-wo-inukaum) he 
compelled him to renounce his short-lived authority, and in the tace 
of the pulilic, to submit to that of Ul Mamun. 

In the mean time Mahommed the son of Hanni, the brother of 
Mamun, and the same that succeeded to the throne of the Ivhalifs 
under the title of Mutassem. had been dispatched by the government 
of Irak to recover Yeimm ; of which we have already seen that Ibrau- 
him -ul-Jezzaur had recently made himself master. To oppose the 
entrance of this prince as soon as his destination was ascertained, a des- 
cendant of Aukkail the son of Abutaulcb, and the brother of Allv, was 
employed by L’l Jezzaur: and as Abu Ishauk, which was the taniilar 
appellativeof Mutassem, had in the first instance proceeded to Mekkah, 
ill order to be present during the concluding ceremonies of the pilgrim- 
age, at the close oftheyeartvvo hundred, and with the design of continu- 
ing his march into Yemen at a future opportunity, the Aukkailite 
appeared with a considerable force at the gates of that city. But 
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being furnished with the necessary military aid, Ahd Ishauk wa® 
immediately sent out, by the governor of Mekkah, to give battle to the 
intruder, who was compelled to retire with shame and loss. 

Soon after he had brought the war with Abu Serraya to so fortunate 
a termination, HussunSohel had allotted to H&retlimah, the govern- 
ment of Damascus ; which that warlike and haughty chief distlaincd 
however to acceptat his hands, demanding at the same time his dismis- 
sion for Khorassaun, in conformity to his original instructions; but as 
the governor of Irak persisted in opposing this design, Ilarethmah 
quitted Khfah without his concurri’iice, causing it to be intimated 
to him that he should seek an interview with his sovereign at thegatt's 
of his palace ; there to narrate the cireumstanees of his own story with- 
out the interference of subordinate authority. That if it were found 
expedient to remand him to Irak, it rested with t!ie l>ettcr judgment 
of their common suj)erior, and that he should oln-y without scruple, l>ut 
that at all events he conceived it far more honorable to receive his 
authority from the handsof hissovereign,than frouiany stieh contempt- 
ible delegate as he considered him to be. He furthiT discovered his 
intention of appearing at Meru in thej>rideand ixunj) ol' recent \ ietory ; 
atid at a private conference with U1 Miiinuu to undecidvt' him \\ ith res- 
pect to Irak, and to the character of llussun .Sohel. Oti all these sub- 
jects the latter did not fail to advertise his brother; who liasteiu'd on 
his part to avail hiniselfof his influence with L'l Mainun, to prepossess 
the mind of that prince to the disadvantage of JiarCtlunah ; whom he. 
did not scruple to accuse of having brought contempt on the authority 
of his sovereign at Baghdad, and of having employed the traitor Abu 
Serraya to bring from obscurity, and to promote with such formidable 
though transient success, the claims of the race of Fatima ; since it was 
not probable that the slave should have conceived such a design, if it 
had not been consonant to the views of his master. And lastly, that 
after rejecting with disdain his brother’s appointment to the province 
of Syria, he was now repairing to court in deliauce of the express 
commands of his sovereign. 

By these and similar representations the mind of U1 M^mAn was at 
last sufticicntly predisposed against Harcthmah ; and it was there- 
fore resolved to keep him at a distance, by confirming his iiomi- 
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tatlon to the government of Damascus, to which lhat of Hejauz was 
how annexed ; and the necessary letters patent were accordingly dis- 
patched to meet him. Persisting however in his original design, 
Hkrethmah paid but little attention to these letters, and continued 
his journey to the gates of Merii ; which, to the sound of his kettle 
drums, aud with ensigns displayed, he immediately entered without 
further ceremony, proceeding in this manner, at the head of hik 
followers, through the city to the palace of U1 M&mun. Affecting 
to he surprised at the noise and tumult occasioned by his approach, 
that prince desired to he informed, whence these unauthorized 
sounds of military music? and being acquainted by his minister, in 
language but little calculated to soothe his resentment, that they 
proceeded from the train of llarethmah, who was coming in contempt 
of his orders to pay him a visit ; the monarch became thoroughly 
iuconso'd, and forthwith directed that the insolent intruder should be 
brought before him. The attendants proceeded accordingly, and con- 
ducted him ith his hands bound to the presence of U1 Mi^inun ; who 
accosting liiir. \\ ith an airof stern displeasure, demanded if he really pos- 
sessed the audacity thus to approach his person in immediate defiance 
of ‘‘is express commands, or \\;as he to disbelieve the evidence of his 
own senses ? and to n*nder his insolence the more notorious, that he 
should m irk his unbidden entry to the capital of his sovereign, with 
all the triumph of martial pom)) ? The degraded chief attempted to 
explain himself, but in this he was prevented by the attendants ; the 
foot soldiers of the Ivhalii’s guard being directed to boat him with 
their fists about the head and neck ; and in that state, with his nose 
demolished, and his face otherwise severely battereil, he was imme- 
diately dragged to his prison ; where, after languishing for a few days, 
he was finally put to death, through the agency of I’azzel the sou of 
Sohel. 

While the career of Ilan-thmah was thus terminated at Meru, the 
turbulent soldiery at liaghdad proceeded to the extremp of expelling 
their governor, Ilussun Sohel, from that city, who was thence driven 
to reside at Neherwaun ; where, and not before, it would appear, 
that the captive Abii Serruya was now condemned to suffer death. 
Having vindicated his authority by this act of justice, he thejk 
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A. M. SOI. tetamed totfards Saghd^d ; but failing ia bis attempt to prociu« 
A. D. 810. admission, he withdrew to Medaein, with the design of proceeding 
Tarikh further towards Waussit, as l»e might be constrained by circumstances, 
or the attempts of the refractory troops of his government. He dis- 
patched in the mean time one of his oiheers. Ally the son of Hasb- 
Bum, to conduct, in his behalf, the affairs of Baghdad ; and this person 
having obtained from his principal a promise to satisfy a demand for 
six months pay on the part of the army, they were content for a 
short time to submit to his authority ; but a month being suffered to 
elapse without any thing to indicate a performance of this promise, 
the soldiers mutinied afresh against this substitute of their obnoxious 
commander. They were however once more appeased by an engage- 
ment on his part to defray their ex peaces, until such time as he should 
be furnished with a sufficient supply of treasure to discharge the 
whole of their demand. 

It w'as formerly stated that the insurgent Zeid-ul-Xaur, of the race 
of Ally, after having exercised a temporary usurpation at Bassorah, 
to the entire disgust of the inhabitants, was by them didivereJ up to 
Ally the son of Saeid, who committed his person to the confinement 
of a prison. About the period of which we are now speaking, the 
the captive Zeid, however, contrived to effect his escape ; and having 
joined a brother of Abb Serraya, who wandered about the uoighlior- 
hoodin some sort of disguise, was encouraged, by the number of dis- 
affected men who assembled round his standard, to the design of once 
more getting possession of Bassorah. But a force being seasonably 
•detached against him by Ally the son of ilashaum, the lieutenant 
governor of Baghdltd, the design was frustrated ; the brother of Abii 
Serraya was killed in an action which took place on this occasion ; 
and Zeid, becoming again a captive, was now conveyed to Baghdad, 
where he was condemned, for a short time longer, to expiate the errors 
of an hopeless ambition in the solitude of a prison. ' Nevertheless, 
the mutinous^ soldiery of that metropolis again conspiring to subvert, 
the authority of their governor, broke open his prison gates, and set 
him once more at large. But instructed by recent misfortunes, he 
determined this time forever to abandon such perilous enterprises; 
«nd contrived tet conceal himself so effectually, from these who sought 



him for the purpose of placing him on the throne of the- Khalifs in 
opposition to U1 M&miin, as to elude their most diligent inquiry. 

Thus frustrated in their intentions with respect to Zeid-ul-Naur, 
the insurgents turned their views upon M unsdr the son of Mehedy, 
still residing at Baghdad as a private individual ; to whom they accord- 
ingly repaired with an offer of the throne of the Khelaufut, and of their 
immediate allegiance. But finding that he steadily resisted every 
importunity to accept of the sovereign power, -they then made him 
the proposal of assuming the government, as the lieutenant of U1 
IVl&mvtn ; since it was their fixed determination never to submit to tlie 
authority of Hussun Sohcl in any shape. To this MunsAr yielded 
his assent, and proceeding to the exercise of his power, gave the first 
proof of it by repeating the Khotbah in the name ofUl Alamun ; after 
which he invited Fazzcl the son of Rabbeia from his secret abode at 
Baghdad, and conferred upon him the appointment of Vezzeir. 

I'hese events produced in the mind of Hussun Sohel increasing 
apprehension. And as he conceived himself not perfeetly safe against 
the attempt of his adversaries at Aledaein, he removed without delay 
for greater security, from that place to Waussit, half way to Bassorah 
along the Tigris. In the mean time the insurgents at Baghdad were 
no less eager to gratify, than he was to elude their revenge, and ceased 
not their importunities to be led against him. Tauher Zulyemnein, in 
his camp before Rakkah, appears all the while to have contemplated 
these convulsions with j)erfect indifference, until he became apprized 
of the proceedings of the troops in favor of Alunsur. He then conceived 
it expedient to dispatch, from among the troops of Khorassaun, a dis- 
tinguished captain of the name of Alahommed ben Khaled, to concert 
with that prince some determined plan of operations ; and otherwise to 
to afford him every assistance in the attack which w'as meditating 
against Hussun Sohcl. On the appearance of this new chief at Bagh* 
d&d, the wholeof the soldiery immediately collected round his person; 
demanding that Alunsur should appoint him their lieutenant general, 
for the purpose of conducting them without delay against the odious, 
and detested Hussun. Their clamours had been too frequently suc- 
cessful to be in this instance exerted in vain. Afahoinmed ben 
Khuledwas accordingly invested with th ; military command ; aud a 
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X. H. 201 . considerable force sooti afterwards marched under his’brders toward^ 
A. D. 816. 'Wfjussit. In the neighborhood of that city they were opposed in 
Tarikh battle by the troops of Ilussun Sohel ; and their commander being 
'^***'^' severely wounded in the action, they were compelled with disgrace 
and loss to return to Baghdad, where he expired of his- wounds. Hav- 
ing lioweverchosenEissa, the son.of theirdeceased general, to command 
in the room of his father, they proceeded a second time towards 
Waussit ; and wore again defeated with accumulated slaughter, by 
Hameid the son of Abdul Ilameid ofTuss, employed against them at 
the head of the troops of Ilussun Sohel. 

Irritated by repeated disgrace, discomfiture, and loss, the soldiers on 
their return this time to Baghdad, became still more violent in their 
clamours, urging with equal rage and impatience to be led again with- 
out delay to meet their olmoxions governor: whom, under the odious 
appellation of the. ttiogian son of a they announced their unal- 

terable resolution, never more to admit into authority ; whose brother 
Fazzel they proclaimed to be etjually obie xious to their choice; and 
protesting moreover, that if he was not w ithout further delay degraded 
from the Vizzuvrut, U1 Mamun himself was to considerthat tfom that 
day they had abjured his authority as Khalif. Having adopted these 
violent resolutions, they proceeded to demand that Hart hem the son of 
Ilauzem might be appointed Sepah-salaur, or lieutenant gf-neral, by 
whom they were conducted once more to the gates of B'aussit ; Hameid 
theTfissite being again employed to oppose him on the part of Ilussun 
Sohel, while Yaheya the son of Ally the Mahanite was dispatched by 
Munsfir to take possession of Mfdaein. 

But the sutFerings of the inhabitants of Baghdad had now again 
reached that point, beyond which there was no further endurance. A 
licentious banditti had re-established its uncontrolable sway in that 
Unhappy city ; the women, the slaves, the property of the inhabitants 
of every rank and description, had oncemore become the prey of robbers 
and outlaws, who regarded neither the authority of .Munsfir, nor of any 
other person ; and the efforts of the few honest and well disposed 
individuals, who united to check the excesses of these unprincipled 
(depredators, having failed in the application, this wretched metro* 



■poHs was '-abandoned, for another season, to the dominion of civil 
discord, and of every species of outrage and atrocity. 

Thc' troubles which afflicted the province of Irilk were, however, 
destined at last to reach the ears of U1 M&mfln ; but the source from 
which they sprung w^as concealed from him, as sedulously as. ever, 
by his artful and ambitious minister. Instead of ascribing the evil 
where it was due, to the general, anddetermined aversion of the people 
to the government of his brother, the Vezzeir continued to impress his 
sovereign with a belief, that it entirely originated in the projects perpe- 
tually renewed by the persecuted race of Ally ; of whom, he asserted 
there was not a city in the empire, in which some individual had not 
started up, to vindicate the claims of his family. On the basis of such 
a representation, the Khalif, after long deliberating on the subject, 
ultimately decided on adopting the following expedient. It was 
resolved betwixt him and his minister, that some one should be imme- 
diately sought of the lineage of Ally, whose piety and wisdom should 
be already acknowledged throughout the limits of Isslfim ; whose life 
should have been unpolluted by thc vanities of human ambition; and 
whose superior claims should be universally admitted by the whole 
race. This distinguished individual when discovered, it was then 
dete’-mined to conduct into Khorassaun, to be immediately proclaimed 
successor to the throne of the Khalifs, on the demise of U1 Mamhn ; 
in such a manner as to convince the whole race that on thc death of that 
prince, the sovereign power should descend, without failure, from the 
house of Abbas to that of Ally. An expedient by which it was hoped 
to unite thc whole family in the interests of LIl Mamun, and of this 
their lineal representative ; and finally to appease those commotions 
with wdiich they had so often disturbed the tranquillity of the Mahom- 
medan government. 

In prosecution of this plan, the inquiry was set on foot without further 
delay ; and the selection resting upon Ally Ruzza^ the eighth Imaum, 
now residing at Baghdad, (and the brother as it w'ould appear of Zeid-ul- 
Naiir, though of a character perfectly the reverse) it was finally deter- 
mined, between the Khalif and his minister, that he should be immedi- 
ately brought from Irak, and declared successor to the empire on the 
death of U1 Miimun ; and that the latter should proceed, without delay. 
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H- foi. fo ititroduc^amonghissabj«ctsthe4ootrinesoftlieSh6iahi,c«lUngii)>oii 
A, D. 816. them to acknowlet^e theimaumut, or pontificate, in the descendantsof 
Tarikh Ally and Fatima ; in the hope that the plots and conspiracies, which had 
been hitherto directed against the reigning power, might be banished 
the land, and that the disaffected might be at length permanently recon^* 
ciled to the authority of Ul M&mun. It may perhaps appear eSctraor> 
dinary that, when the matter became thus finally arranged, Fazzel 
conceived it no longer necessary to disguise from his master, that the 
seditious and turbulent spirit, on so many recent occasions exhibited 
by the troops of Baghdad, had in truth its origin in their rooted 
aversion to the gOA'ernment of his brother Hussun ; neither does it 
appear less unaccountable, that such a discovery should have produced 
no sort of change in the resolutions of I’ 1 Mliinun ; unless indeed the 
plan is to be considered altogether as a matter of political expediency, 
to answ'er the purposes of the moment, and to be adhered to, or aban- 
doned, just as the occasion might eventually require. 

Be this however as it may, Rudjai the son of Zohauk, a maternal 
uncle of Ul M&mun’s, accompanied by a confidential domestic of the 
name of Tfimauss, was dispatched to conduct Ally liuzza from Hiigh- 
dad to Meru; whilst Ul Mamfin hastened on his part to publish through 
that city, the rights of the Sheiahs, or adherents of Ally ; proclaiming 
at the same time, that after himself the Khelaufut was to devolve in 
full sovereignty toAllytheson ofMfissa; that he was to be considered in 
the immediate exerciscof the sacred functionsofthc Imaumut ; and that 
it was no longer lawful to molest with injurious persecutions the man 
who, in himself, and in his illustrious predecessors, had already suffered 
too grievously, from the oppressive policy of the houses ofOinmeyah 
and Abbas. That, with acknowledged justice on the side of his new 
found collegue, circumstances which he could not controul had alone 
precluded him from an immediate abdication in his favor ; but as heir 
apparent, and successor to the Khelaufut, next after himself, and to the 
entire exclusion of his own ofi'spring, he now solemnly nominated the 
same Ally the son of Mfissa, by the title of Urruzza, of the race of 
Mahommed ; further demanding for him, and for his son Mahommed 
Tekky after him, the allegiance of the people. To give the utmost 
apparent solidity to these arrangements, Ul Mamtin on the subsequent 
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nrfival of the two princes at Meru, bestowed upon AHy Ruzza the hand A. H. toit 
of his eldest daughter Omm-e-llabcib, and that of his youngest, Onim> A. D. 817; 
ul-Fazzel, upon the youthful Alahoinmed : and lastly, the black banner, 
and uniform of the house of Abbas, which he stigmatized as the livery 
of the infernal regions, was laid aside for the more lively green of the 
race ofF&tima; which he recommended, as the decoration of the inmates 
of interminable bliss. In these several changes, the minister Fazzel was 
directed to circulate, to every city of the empire, letters demanding 
the concurrence of the inhabitants at large; and publicly announcing, 
that on the demise of U1 Mainun, the throne of the Khalifs was to 
descend without reserve to Ally Ruzza, and after him, in succession, to 
his son Mahommed, or such of the posterity of Ally as might be found 
most worthy of the exalted charge: the reigning sovereign being, in these 
letters, rcpresenteil to have merely restored to the legitimate claimant 
the uiMiuestionablc rights of the prophet’s family, from a decided con- 
viction of their superiority to those of his own, in w'hatever point 
examined. 

In obedience to the instructions conveyed to him on this occasion, 

Ilussun Sohel, 'who still resided at Waussit, proceeded to exact from 
th( troops of that dependency, an engagement to abide by tVie plan of 
succession thus recently established by their sovereign : and similar 
instructions being at the same time expedited, to Zfilyemnein before 
Rakkah, to Mossule, and .lezzeirah, and to all the cities of Syria and 
Jlcjauz, tlie agitations which had been so long kept on foot, by the ad- 
herents of the race of Ally and Fatima, appear to have been at once 
laid at rest, to the very remotest limits of the empire. 

Previous to the arrival of his dispatches, it is however observed, 
that Ilussun Solid had contrived to accommodate his differences with 
the refracy^ry garrison of Baghd&d, by according to a demand of six 
months gratuity ; it being agreed on their part, that Munsur should 
relinquish his authority, and return to a private station, and that Eissa 
the son of Alahommed, should preside over the city as the delegate of 
Ilussun. But the treaty, by which these differences had been recon- 
ciled, was scarcely closed, when a most violent fermentation among 
the soldiery was afresh excited by the letters from his principal, which 
were communicated by the lieutenant of Baghdad ; calling upon the 
inhabitants to pledge themselves in support of the new order of sue- 



A. H. SOI, 
A. D. 817 

Tarikh 

Tebiy. 


eession ; and immediately to adopt, in their standards and apparel, the 
green livery of the Seyeds, or race of Fatima. With the ordinary 
clamour,' the troops protested that while the rights of the house of 
Abbas possessed, with them, such an indubitable preference, the 
arrangements which violated those rights should never have their 
concurrence ; and the whole of the family residing at Baghdad being- 
then assembled, a resolution was adopted without delay, to abjure 
the authority of U1 Mamun : and to raise to the Khelaufut in his 
stead, some other individual of the race of Abbas, less prodigal of the 
interests of his blood. With these views the malcontents hastened 
with an offer of the imperial dignity to Munsur the son of jSIehedy ; 
but that chief steadily declining their offer, they appeared with the 
same proposal at the gate of his brother Ibrauhim, who was, without 
much difficulty led to coincide with their views ; alleging, as the 
motive of his compliance, his entire disapprobation of any measure of 
U1 Mamiin’s, which went to transfer from his own kindred the rights 
of the Khelaufut. On the next cnsviiug Friday, the troops of Bagh- 
dad in conjunction with the Benni Abbas, assembled together in the 
principal mosque of the city ; where, from the pulpit of the Imaumut, 
Ibrauhim publicly pronounced that L’l ^lamun was deposed from 
his authority ; and reciting the Khotbah in his own name, proceeded 
to demand for himself the allegiance of the people; an event, which is 
here recorded to have taken place, when three days were yet unex- 
pired of the month of Zilhudje, of llie year two hundred and one.* 
We are now, with one slight exception which will occur hereafter, 
and with considerable regret, compelled to take leave of our instructive 
guide, the Persian translator and continuator of the 2'arikh Tubrtfy of 
which, the author of these pages has not the good fortune to possess 
more than the first volume, terminating with the death of L'j M&inun ; 
a poriotl to which the reader is abruptly conveyed by a transit of at least 
seventeen years :-and of w'hich, bating the single article of the nomina- 
tion of Miitassetn to succeed to the Khelaufut, notwitlistandiug the 
deceitful formality of prior arrangements, the events are passed over in 
total silence. Tliis chasm it becomes our object, as far as possible, 
to supply from the abridged testimony of more modern authorities. 

' ' Jul; lOtli, A. 0. 817. 
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Having assumed the functions of the Khelaufut at Baghdad, in the 
manner just related, Ibrauhim employed considerable exertion to make 
himself master of Irak ; and, being triumphant in a variety of actions 
in which hewas engaged with the troops of Hussun Sohel, he succeeded 
at last in rendering his power respectable, if not foiinidable. These 
untoward events could not however be entirely concealed from U1 
Mamun ; and he ventured at last to interrogate his minister rather 
closely, as to the nature of that authority which had been assumed 
by Ibrauhim. The reply which he received from Zul-reiaussetein was 
that, to give it the most unfavorable construction that such a circum- 
stance could bear, the people had merely raised him to the subordi- 
nate government, Avithout the smallest design upon the Khelaufut^ 
or sovereign dignity. 

The power of Ibrauhim had nevertheless been too firmly established 
at Baghdad ; and the extent of the evil being thus treacherously 
concealed from his master by Zul-reiaussetein, Imaum Ally Huzza 
obtained with Ul Mainim a private conference ; at which he disclosed 
to him in* detail the nature of those occurrences, which from first to 
last had taken place both in Irak and 1 lejauz, under the odious admin- 
istration of llussun Sohel ; and having described without reserve the 
magnitude of Ibrauhim’s usurpation, which embraced, as he said, the 
design of contending for the sceptre of the Khalifs, he further an- 
nounced to Ul Mamun, that these dangerous facts had been withheld 
from his knowledge, by Fazzel, through the treasonable suggestions, 
and to screen the incapacity, and misconduct of his brother Hussun. 
It was therefore upon this disclosure that Ul Mumfin, in the early part 
of the year two hundred and two, suddenly proceeded for Baghdad. 
On his arrival at Sirkhess, the next town of importance between 
Merfi and' Neyshapur, he contrived to liberate himself from the 
inauspicious influence ofZulreiaussetein. This chief, although he 
bad, by his skill in astrology, long since discovered that he was to 
lose his life betw'een fire and water, is here accused of presuming 
nevertheless to conceive that the arrangements of eternal destiny were 
to be eluded by the precautions of human foresight. He was how- 
ever, as was far from being unusual, probably left in the dark as to 
the precise circumstances which such an ambiguous prognostic was 
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A. H-jSOS. designed to indicate ; until one day, after he had been indulging him- 
A. D. 817. gejf in the luxurious lassitude of a warm bath, he was attacked by ftjur 
Klioiaussut- assassins, who watched his exit, and instantly put him to death ; 
ul-akbbaur. occurred without any very forced construction, that, the 

steam of the bath being produced by the combined operation of fire 
and water, he had been pretty accurately forewarned of his destiny. 
U1 Mamun did not fail to express the utmost concern and astonish- 
inent at the perpetration of the deed, although shrewdly suspected of 
having authorized it by his own instructions ; and tlie strictest orders 
W'ere immediately issued for the apprehension of the murderers. They 
were accordingly secured shortly afterwards, and brought before the 
offended monarch ; who demanded, \vith apparent indignation, the 
motives which had actuated them in the commission of this atrocious 
act of guilt ? and they presumed to admonish him in reply, as he 
feared the wrath of an avenging God, to recollect that the deed had 
originated in his own express commands! they were, notwithstand- 
ing, consigned to the sword of the executioner, and their heads trans- 
mitted, in proof of the Khalif’s abhorrence of the act, to llusstm Sohel. 

Tarikh It is observ'cd in a work of considerable respectability, that the rul- 
(bzeidab. ing ambition of Fazzel Was to emulate the fame of Abu Mosslem ; 

whose services to the reigning family, he arrogantly averred to have 
been far surpassed by his own. A person to whom he uttered this 
boast, having ventured to remark, that he seemed to have forgotten, 
that instead of a simple change from one brother to another, the Mer- 
ouzite claimed the superior merit of wresting the Khelaufut, from a 
dinasty in the vigor of its power, and of transferring it entire to the 
house of Abbas ; Fazzel replied that if he was permitted to live, he 
would, in that respect also, endeavour to surpass the renown of Abd 
Mos'-’lem. To the operation of this sentiment have accordingly been 
ascribed the measures which led I'l Mamun, as we have recently seen, 
to establish Ally Ruzza in the line of succession, to the immediate 
exclusion of bis own blood. 


Kheliiti^sut- 

•1-akbbaur. 


U1 Mimun proceeded, however, on his march to TAsse ; where, 
during a repose of some days afforded to the army, and either through 
the atrocious contrivance of that monarch, as was formerly noticed, or 
through the infirmities of nature, Ally Huzza, perhaps very oppor-> 
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tunely, quitted the stage of life, in the course of the year two hundred 
and three. Having acquitted himself of the last solemnities to the de- 
parted Imaum, U1 Mainun again resumed his march for Baghdad. 

In the mean time a derangement of intellect, or melancholy, having 
seized upon Hussun Sohel, his family conceived it expedient to lay 
him in fetters, and to take charge of his government. About the 
same crisis the people of Baghdad, apprized of the assassination of 
Zulreiaussetcin, of the death of Ally Huzza, and of the approach of 
U1 Marnun, and evincing a disposition to return to their allegiance, 
Ibrauhim the son of Mehedy penetrated into their designs, and sea- 
sonably disappeared on the second day after the festival of Zilhudje 
when U1 Alainun wtis already arrived within a short distance of the 
metropolis, vvhicli that monarch entered shortly afterwards without 
C)])position, in the comiiionccinont of the year two hundred and four. 
Taher Zulyeiiinein, whose* services Avere still engaged before Rakkah, 
embraced the opportunity of repairing to the presence of LJl Alamun, 
from whom he experienced a favorable and distinguished reception ; 
and he appears to have exerted his infltionce on this occasion to pre- 
vail upon the Khulif to resume the sable robes, and badges, of the 
house of Abbas. 

In the course of tw^o hundred and five, Zulyemncin was dispatched 
by U1 Marnun to take charge of the government of Khorassaun ; by 
which was laid the foundation of the power subsequently exercised 
in that great province by the race of Taher. The year following, 
Fazzel the son of Rvihbeia, liero said to have lived in concealment 
e\'er since the death of Id Ainein, ventured to quit his retreat ; and 
became an object of chnii ncv an J compassion with Ul Alamun. Me 
did not, however, long survive his pardon, as his death is the only 
circumstance recorded under the year two hundred and seven. 

Nasser the son of Shchcil> continued to giv^e employment to the 
troops under Abdullah Taher, who had been left by his father to pro- 
secute the siege of Rakkah, until the year two hundred and nine; 
W'hen tlie insurgent, on terms of pardon and indemnity, ventured to 
surrender his person to tlie besieger : by whom he was conveyed to 

f Twelfth of Zilhudjc, corresponding to the niuth of J une, A. D. 819. 
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the presence of Ul Mamun, and he became also a distinguished proof 
of the mild and element disposition of t\\^t prince. At this period 
Ul M^miin took for his consort Bflran, or Turan, the daughter of Hus- 
sun Sohel, then residing at Fcmm-ul-Scllah ; the nuptials being 
solemnized with indescribable magnificence by the father. In the 
courseof two hundred and ten, the dethroned IbrauhimthesonofMehc-- 
dy, wandering about the streets of the metropolis in the disguise of a 
woman, was apprehended by the patrole, and conveyed to the presence 
ofUl M^mun ; who, after exposing him in liis disgraceful attire to the 
ridicule of the court, had however the magnanimity to bestow upon 
him otherwise the full remission of his offences.* 

The vear following is recorded as that in which Ul Mamun evinced 
a disposition favorable to that hcreth^al doctrine, which denies to the 
Koran the authority of divine revelation ; and in the course of two 
hundred and tw elve he proceeded, by a severe persecution of his peo- 
ple, to enforce the acknovvleilgein^mt, that this mass of occasional 
effusions, w'as no more than the offspring of creation, or human 
invention. But, as if a mark of coiispieiious reprobation w^as the 
immediate result, of an opinion alleged so imjiious on the part of the 
Khalif, he found it expedient during the same year to dispatch a 
considerable force into Azerbaijaun, under Mahoinmed the s<m of 
Haineid, the Tussite ; to suppress the insurrection of Baubek Khor- 
remdein^ an infidel, or atheistical miscreant, as he is here denomi- 
nated, who had reviv^ed in that province the licentious doctrines of 
the impostor Muzdek ; of which, if the same that prevailed in the 
time of Kobad the father of Noushirvaiin, the prominent principle 
was that of universal equalitj", or at any rate, of an equal and common 
pa icipation in all property. After sustaining a variety of conflicts 
w ith him, the Mahomedan general was ultimately defeated and killed 
during the year two hundred and fourteen ; whence this new impostor 
was suffered to continue his unbridled atrocities against the profession 
of Isslam, until a period long subsequent to the death of Ul Mamun. 

^ The seizure of the island of Crete by the Spanish piratical Arahs« mentioned by Mr. 
Gibbon, mu t have occurred about the 200th of the Hidjenili^ sil though uuaoticed by the 
Persiao hiatoriaa. 
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The two succeeding years seem to have fUrnished nothing of impor- 
tance to the record of history, since we are conveyed at once to the 
year two hundred and seventeen ; in which U1 M^miin proceeded to 
nominate his brother Mutassem, his successor to the throne of the 
Khalifs ; though his own son Abbas was now living, and survived him 
for many years. This act of succession was made known by letters, 
circulated throughout the empire, demanding the allegiance of the 
people for Mutassem, 

It is sufficiently authenticated,* that towards the conclusion of his 
life and reign, Ul Mamun was engaged in a religious war upon the 
territories of the Greek emperor, Theophilus, the son of Michael the 
stammerer ; during which he his here said to have wrested from that 
monarch not less than fourteen places of considerable strength and 
importance. On his return from a last successful expedition, he had 
encamped by the side of a delightful stream, in the conquered terri- 
tory, to which the oriental writers have given inditTerently the name 
of BezbezCui and Hedbedun ; but which, from its vicinity to the city of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, and the alleged coldness of its waters, it will per- 
haps not be an overstrained conjecture to identify with the river 
C_\dnus. It was in the season of the vintage, when most species of 
fruit, and particularly dates, were arrived at maturity; and the mon- 
arch was debating with his attendants what would afford the greatest 
i-elish to the delicious stream w’hich ran at their feet, when he expressed 
his preference for a marmalade of dates. Before the conversation was 
at an end, the approach of some camels was announced, and U1 Ma- 
mnn directed one of his domestics to inquire what they had brought ; 
because relays of camels had been established all the way to Baghdad 
for the daily conveyance of intelligence, and of fruit, and other articles 
for the Khalit’s use. The domestic immediately returned with two 
baskets of ripe dates, which he laid before his sovereign ; who agree- 
ably surprised by the apparently felicitous coincfdence, indulged 
himself to an imprudent excess, in alternately regaling upon the 
fruit, and the chilling waters of the stream. In consequence of this 
imprudent indulgence, the Khalif was seized on the first day of the 
month of lludjub, of the year two hundred and eighteen, with a 
* Tarikli Tebry. Kbolaussutrul-akhLsur. 
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violent fever ; of which, on the seventeenth of the same month,* ho 
expired, at the age of forty -eight, having feigned sole monarch of 
Isslam, calculating from the death of U1 Amein, for a period of nine- 
teen solar years, ten months, and six days. His body was conveyed 
to the city of Tarsus, and there committed to the earth, by Mutassem ; 
who performed the last solemn duties over the grave of his brother. 

Of U1 M£imun, we are told that he was of a swarthy complexion, 
and middling stature ; that of the Klialifs of the house of Abbas, he 
was esteemed the most clement, modest, learned and liberal ; that he 
far surpassed them all in the attainments of science ; in the depart- 
ments of which, and in logic and arithmetic, geometry and astronomy 
in particular, he bears the reputation of having expended three hun- 
dred ihousand dinaurs,'!' in translating the works of the ancient phil- 
osophers from Syriac, or most probably from Greek, into Arabic ; but it 
is observed by the author of the Tarikh guzeidah, in abatement oftliis 
unqualified eulogy, that his disavowal, or disbelief of the divine origin 
of the Koran, having drawn upon him the displeasure of his creator, 
he was cut short by the hand of death, in the midst of his unhallowed 
designs to unhinge the sacred principles of Isslim ; such having uni- 
formly been the fate of all those princes who, at whatever periods, may 
have manifested similar purposes of innovation. 

Ul Mutassem, or Miatessem b’illah Mahommod Abfi Isliauk, 
the son of IJarun, eighth Khalifofthe house of Abbas. 

Although the destination of this prince to succeed him in the Khe- 
laufut, had been announced with sufficient publicity by Ul Mamfin, 
the latter was no sooner known to have quitted the stage of life, than 
adisposition wasevinced, by certain turbulent and factious individuals, 
as our author is pleased to designate them, in favor of the natural 
claims of his son Abbas; whom they accordingly prepared to elevate to 
the throne of his father. This design was however defeated by the 
vigilance ofMuiissEM, who contriving to bring the young prince to 
a conference, drew from him his pledge of allegiance ; a declaration 
that he had absolutely resigned the Khelaufut to his uncle ; and an 
admonition to his adherents to recede from the absurd and presumptu- 

* Corresponding with the 6th of August, 833. 
t. At the lowest computation ahool ^137,5001, ^ 
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OU8 plans which they seemed to have in agitation. At all events, Mii- 
tassem proceeded shortly afterwards to Baghdad, and there, without 
obstacle, on the first of Ramzaun*oftheyear two hundred and eighteen, 
seated himSelf in undisturbed possession of the sovereign authority. 

The earliest object which, on his accession to power, appears to have 
employed the attention of the new Khalif,wasthe reduction totheir duty 
of the inhabitants of Hamadaiin and Isfahaun, great numbers of whom 
had avowed the doctrines of Baubek Khorremdein ; and his general 
Ishauk the son of Ibrauhim the MuSsaubite proceeding accordingly to 
that quarter, put to the sword near sixty thousand of the schismatics. 

In the beginning of the second .luminaudy of the year two hundred 
and twenty, j" the archfanatic was himself attacked in Azerbayjaun, 
by Heyder the son of Kawass, one of the nobles of Transoxiana, 
and another chief of the name of Aukshein, dispatched against him 
by Alutasscm : and, after having sustainetl several previous conflicts, 
was ultimately defeated with great slaughter tohis misguided followers. 
The same year, Mutassem was engaged in constructing the city of Ser- 
menr^i, better known by the name of Saumerah, at a spot then called 
Katiil, about eighty^' or a hundred miles, above Baghdad on the Tigris, 
t(i which he finally transferred the seat of his government. For this 
the followHig reason has been assigned by our author. The Khalif 
had been unfortunately led into afavorite planofpurchasing, and enter- 
taining a body of Turkish or Tartar slaves; whose increasing numbers, 
and licentious behaviour became so obnoxious and irksome to the 
inhabitants of Baghdad, that they at last complained to their sovereign 
of the insolence of these mercenaries : and at once to indulge without 
interruption in the prosecution of a favorite plan, and to relieve himself 
from the troublesome remonstrances of his people, Mfttassem resolved on 
thefouudation ofanew metropolis, fixing on the spoton which he imm'?- 
diately proceeded to biil.J the citv ofSau n >rah; bvthesiij of a rivulet 
called the Katuly, which probably at that place flows into the Tigris. 
It is further said§ that the mount on which he erected his pdlace in 
the new city, was formed of the saddle bags of his household cavalry. 
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filled up with earth : and that this city extended in time to the distance 
of seven Farsangs along the Tigris, trom the greater to the lesser bridge. 

In the course of the year two hundred and twenty two,* having sus- 
tained a total and shameful defeat fromAukshein the Khalit'’s general 
in Azerba\ jaun, the impostor Baubek w iththe remnant of his followers, 
fled towards Armenia. The flight of the impostor happened to lead 
him through the neighborhood of a certain castle, of which Sohiil 
the son of Sembaut, an officer of the Greek empire, was governor. 
Apprized that the fugitive was encamped in the neighborhood, thischief 
hastened to visit him : and overloading him with professions ot zeal and 
hospitality, ultimately prevailed upon him to take up his abode in the 
castle. Here he was at first royally entertained ; l>ut his host [>roceeding 
AA ithout ceremony to partake of the repast Avhich was served up on his 
arrival, the impostor, not A’et sufficiently humbled by misfortune, 
haughtily demanded if he conceived himself in any w'ay qualified to 
eat with a person of his exalted station ? Suddenly starting upon his 
feet, Sohul aflected to apologize for the error, into which he pretemled 
to have been betrayed by a forgetfulness of the princ<‘ly rank of his 
illustrious guest. Then calling for a smith, he requested that his ma- 
jesty would be pleased to stretch out his feet ; and as resistance was 
in vain, a massy pair of fetters w’as immediately fastened to his h'gs^ 
and the AA-retched fugitive was thus sent to meditate in a dungeon, on 
the horrors of his situation. A message AA^as now dispatched to 
announce this fortunate seizure to Aukshein ; and an officer of trust 
AA ith an escort of four thousand horse, being immediately ordered by 
that general into Armenia, to convey to his encampment the wretched 
impostor and his betrayer, he had the satisfaction soon afterwards to see 
them both conducted in safety to his presence. Having bestOAA'ed 
upon Sohul every possible mark of kindness, and acknoAA’ledgement for 
the important service rendered to bis sovereign, Aukshein proceeded 
in charge of his captive tOAA'ards Saumerah, the present metropolis of 
the empire. 

On his arrival in the vicinity of Saumerah, Mutassem determined 
to give to the disgrace and discomfiture of this arclifanatic, the utmost 
possible notoriety ;aud he was accordingly conducted into theraetropo- 

• A.D. »30-7. 
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lifljridiag upon an elephant, conspicuous to the view of the inhabitants, A. H. 223. 
every description of whom having been directed by the Khalif to meet A. D. 838. 
him on his approach. He w'as put to death on the day of his entrance ^^j'”*^*!^*****' 
into Saumerah, some time in the course of the year two hundred and 
twcntv three.' The historian concludes his circumscribed account 
of the impostor Baubek Khorrerodein, by relating that a person, who 
had served him as executioner, being asked how many individuals 
he had cut off in the exercise of his profession, coldly replied that 
he was only one of ten employed by the schismatic in that capacity ; 
of the number of unfortunates, who had suffered under the hands of 
his collcgues, he could therefore not pretend to determine ; but for 
his own part, he could acknowledge the execution of twenty thousand 
persons. 

During the same year, the two hundred and twenty third of the 
Ilidjerah, Kayssar (the (Jreek emperor Theoplnlus, son of Michael the 
stammerer) led his troops to the siege of Betrah, the obscure town of 
Sozopetra in Syria so called by the orientals, and the birth place of 
Mutassem, according to Mr. Gibbon. The Greek prince succeeded 
in the reduction ol'the place, and conveyed multitudes of the inhabi- 
tants into cai)tivity. Api»rized of the irruption, of the insolence, 
acco>’ding to our author, of the Christian monarch, Mutassem marched 
into Anatolia at the head of a numerous and pow'erful army ; his 
general Auksbein being detached in advance with a considerable 
body of troops. This advanced guard appears to have been attacked 
by the Constantinopolilan, but succeeded in repulsing its assailants 
with great slaughter. The Khalif now united his troops to the divi- 
sion of Aukshein, and soon afterwards appeared before Amuriah ; or 
Amorium in I'hrygia, the birth place of the father of Theophilus, as 
we also learn from Mr. Gibbon. The city w'as besieged and captured, 
and thirty thousand of the followers, or subjects of Caesar, wore put 
totheswoid. Of the siege of this place, on the authority oftlie 
Christian Abitlfarage, we derive some further particulars, from the 
p n of the same eloquent and interesting historian of the decline and 
iall of Roman grandeur. 

At this crisis, Mutassem was exposed to extreme danger from aform- 
idable conspiracy among his principrdofacers, from which he however 

TOL. II. U 
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A. H. 429. escaped T)y the seasonable disclosures of one of the accomplices, 
A. D. 838. Conceiving a disgust at the behaviour of Aukshoin and Ashhaus, 
Kholaussut- ^-ere probably the captains of the Turkish mercenaries, and who 

ul-dklibaur. been promoted to the highest dignities of the empire, tlie com- 

manders of the national force, resolved on placing Abbas the son of 
Matniin, on the throne of the Khalifs ; and for that purpose laid wait 
for an opportunity to assassinate Miitassein, and the two obnoxious 
foreigners. Fortunately, before the design could be carried into exe- 
cution, Abbas, the unhappy instrument of their intrigues, was at the 
same time seized and imprisoned, and soon afterwards perished, by a 
method somewhat singular. Ilis guards having suffered him to gongc 
himself with an i nmoderate quantity of food, unexpectedly refused 
to supply him with a drop of water to all.iy his thirst; of whicli, 
accordingly, and in the utmost misery, he sliorlly afterwards expired. 
Not long subsequent to these events, .Mutassem returned to Sauinerah. 

In the course of the suecoediug year, Mauziaiir the tributary chief, 
or prince of Tebristaun, was betrayed into hostilities against the 
authority of Mutassem by the evil counsels of Aukshein. This latter 
had it seems cast his aspiring views on the governinentof Khorassann ; 
and abrothcr of Zulyemnein’s, of the nameof Ilnssun, was detaerhed on 
the part of Abdullah Taher, to reduce the refractory chief, whose ])cr- 
son, after considerahledifficulty and exertion, hcsueceeded in seeuring; 
and he was, without much delay, conducted to the presence of Mutas- 
eem. To that prince he endeavoured to palliate his conduct, by 
ascribing his recent rebellion to the aitfnl practices of Aukshein. The 
discovery did not however rescue him from the sword of the oxecuti- 
oner. Neither did the treacherous Aukshein escape the punishment 
of his malignant designs, lie was immediately thrown into prison, 
and there tak.en offby poison, sometime in the year two hundred and .• 
twenty six : his body, after an ignominious exposure of several days 
on a gibbet, being burnt to ashes by the direction of Mutassem. 

We are now brought to the death of Mfitassein ; which after an ill- 
ness of several weeks, took place in the former Ilebbeia, of the year 
tw'o hundred and twenty-seven.* This prince has been particularly 
designated the octonary Khaleifah; not only because he was the eighth 
monarch of this dinasty, but from the following remarkable coinci- 


^ Latter end uf December A. D. d4l« 
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dencics. He was the eighth in descent from Abbas ; his reign was 
distinguished by eight important victories ; eight sons of sovereign 
princes were enrolled in his service; be was master of tight thousand 
male, and the same number of female slaves ; he was the proprietor of 
ei^hf^ thousand horses ; he had eight sons, and eight daughters ; he 
left in his coffers a treasure of eight millions of dinaurs* in gold, and 
millions of dirhems f in silver; and lastly, he lived to the 
age of forty-eight, and according to some authors, enjoyed the Khe- 
laufut fora j)eriod ol' ci<;hf linuir years, eight months, and eight days. 
In solar reckoning we find however, that from the death of Cl Mamun, 
he jiossessed the sovereign power for eight years, four months, and 
four, or five and t.ventv (hivs. 

As an instance of the singular strength of arm of this monarch, it is 
stated, that he wonhl hohl a sheep in each hand, while his attendants 
‘flayed them alive , ,nid as a proof of his zeal for the glory of Isslam, 
although in ot!i‘ r respects not scrupnlously orthodox, our annalist, 
on tlie auth<,>iity of the Tarikh gnzeidah, has ascribed the war in 
which he was engaged \\ ith the (.»reek emperor of Constantinople, to 
the following cireuinstanee. A rdahommedan female, one of his sub- 
jecis, having fallen into the hands of one of the Creek soldiers, (perad- 
venti.re at the capture of Sozopetra, as mentioned by Mr. Gibbon) 
invoked, in the anguish of misfortune, the name of Mutassem, flVai 
mah /J the soldier, scoffing at the idea, advised her while she 
was about it, to add to her prayer that Mutassem would come to her 
relief, mounted on his pye-bald charger. This sarcasm being con- 
veyed to Mutassem by one oi'his emissaries, he solemnly swore that 
no other object on earth should divert his attention, until he had 
redressed the injuries of this insulted female. Accordingly, although 
in the heart of winter, he led a powerful army immediately into the 
territories of the emperor of the east ; and having signally triumphed 
over the troops of that prince, finally succeeded in discharging the 
obligation of his vow, by restoring to freedom the unfortunate captive, 
who was the object of it. It is further stated, that on this triumphant 
occasion, the army of Mutassem, to the number one hundred and 

•At the lowest coraputalitm about 3,606,6661. i3s. Id. 
f About 4l3,50ii 
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thirty thousand men, were mounted entirely on party coloured, or 
pye-bald horses ; thus multiplying the terrors of his presence, a hundred 
and thirty thousandfold, in the appieheusions of the insultcrs of his 
name and nation. 

We shall lastly observe, that although a rank schismatic in his reli« 
gious opinions, being a violent disclaimer of the divine origin of the 
Koran, JNIutassem has, by some writers, been, notwithstanding extol- 
1> d as a wise and politic prince, eminent for his providence, regularity, 
and valour ; and yet it is acknowledged, that the dangerous practice, 
which he introduced of embodying the Tartar slaves, became ulti- 
mately, through the insolence and licentious behaviour of those 
detested mercenaries, onelcading cause of detaching the Mahomm(‘(l in 
people from their respect and allegiance to the authority of their law- 
ful sovereigns, and at a period long subsequent, of subverting the throne 
oi the Khelaufut. The office of Vezzeir to this prince was execute^ 
by Mahomined the sou^d'Abdulmelek ul Zeyaut — the oil merchant. 
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was however totally disconcerted by the folly and precipitation c.f 
some of its abettors; who in a fit of inebriety gave the alarm signal some 
nights previous to that which had been determined on ; and the con- 
spiracy having thus prematurely exploded, the design was more fully 
discovered to the lieutenant of Baghdad by one of the guards of the 
police; who had either enrolled himself among the conspirators, or by 
some means or other become acquainted with their views. Ahmed 
and his principal adherents were immediately secured, and the luxt 
day conducted in irons to Saumerah. It is further said, that bt'ing 
there conveyed to the presence of Wauthek, that monarch first re- 
quired of Ahmed to embrace the doctrines of the schismatics; and on 
bis refusal, struck oif his head with his own hand. 

^ Dd gratis confideas* 


T TL Watiiek, or Wauthek U’ileaii,* Abu Jauffor Ilarun, the 
* J son of Mutassein, on the day of his father's death, and in confor- 
mity with the arrangements ol'his will, i nvested his brows with thediadem 
of the Khelaufut; and proceeded to surpass the zeal of both father 
and uncle, in promoting the advancementof schism, and in persecuting 
the advocates of orthodoxy- In consequence of this hostility to the 
faith of his ancestors, the only event of his reign which our author has 
thought worthy of particular, or circumstantial record, is the conspir- 
acy set on foot at Baghdad, which had now ceased to be considered as 
the metropolis of the Khalifs, in favor of Ahmed the son of Nass< 
son of Melek the Khozzaite ; whose merit as a traditionist had obtaiiu d 
for him the most exalted respect among sincere believers of every des- 
cription. A powerful party among the inhabitants had pledged them- 
selves tosupport his pretensions; and Ahmed with thechiefsof the con- 
spiracy had fixed upon a particular night on wdiich their drums should 
strike up, as a signal to rise against the government. The whole plan 
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A. H. *32. Labouring under the effects of a dropsical complaint, brought on by 

A. D. 847. intemperance, it was prescribed to U1 Wauthek by his physicians, to- 

wards the concluding period of life, that he shoiild seat himself in a 
ul-iiklibaur. , 

hot stove, or oven, as soon after the embers should have been withdrawn, 
as it should be endurable. The experiment is said to have been at- 
tended with singular success ; but finding such unlooked-for, and 
unexpected relief, the monarch was not to be satisfied without a fur- 
ther application of the remedy, with a more violent degree of heat. In 
this he was obeyed ; and perceiving, when too late, that it was beyond 
his endurance, he beckoned to be taken out of the stove, and expired 
on the same day ; in the latter part of Zilbudje, of the year two hun- 
dred and thirty-two,* at the premature age of six and thirty ; and after 
exercising, according to the expression of the original, a power repug- 
nant to the orthodox principles ofIsslam,for the period of five years, 
seven months, and some days. Alalioinmed the son of Abdnlmelek- 
ul-Zeyaut, continued in the exercise of the Vizzaurut during the reign 
of this prince ; whom, notwithstanding his recent ambiguous expres- 
sions, our author acknowledges to have borne the character of a just 
and equitable sovereign, universally applauded for his liberal, and 
bountiful disposition. 

. We must add moreover, on the testimonv of another writer, that 
Tankh . . " . 

ggzeidab. LI Wauthek distinguished himself in a particular manner by his 
patronage of the unfortunate race of Ally ; of whom it is said, that, 
during the period of his govern meut, not a single person was suffered 
to remain in a state of indigence; that he surpassed in all the learning 
of Ins'* age, and in the powers of elocution ; and that he was so skilful 
a performer in music, as to excite the admiration and envy of the 
acknowledged and most eminent masters of the profession. Lastly* 
as a proof of his humane and liberal spirit, it is recorded that the 
suburb of Baghdad called Kirkh, having been destroyed by fire dur- 
ing the reign of U1 Wauthek, he distributed a million of dirhems,‘f 
among the sufferers, to aid them in the reconstruction of their habita- 
tions : from which, and other instances of his bounty, he probably 
derived thd appellative of the lesser M&mun. 


* August, A. D. 847. 1 About 82,9181. 13s. 4d. 
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Ul Mutewukkel-jila-Ullah, Ab61 Fazzel JaufTer the son of A. II. 25>t. 
Mutasscm. A. 1). b47. ^ 

Mahommcd the son of Abdulmclek the Vezzeir, with Ahmed the Kholau>!,ut- 

ul-«iiihbaur, * 

son of Abi D^oud, and others of the principal nobility, had proposed 
on the death of Wauthek, to establish his son Mahommed on the throne 
of the Khalifs ; but from this design they were dissuadedby the expostu- 
lations of Seyf, one of the Tartar commanders ; who remonstrated 
against the dishonor of raising to the supreme dignity, a person after 
whom, cither from his minority or some other defect, it was not yet Ur Mutewuk. 

warranted by the law, to perform the stated course of devotions ; and, as V 

. . 1 1 • , . u*>use ot 

the objection met their entire concurrence, they translerred their choice 

on mature deliberation to Jauffcr the son of Alutassem, the brother of 


the deceased monarch; to whom they accordingly pledged their alle- 
giance, under the title of Mutewukkel-ala-Ulla ; confident in Go.l.* 
Soon after his accession, Aliitewukkel, in resentment of some former 


injury, put to death Mahoiniiicd the son of Abdulmclek, who had 
occupied the post of Vezzeir during the Avhole of the late, aud the 
preceding reigns. 

In the two hundredth and thirty-fifth of the Ilidjerah, this Khalif A. II.2.*}5. 
evinced his dislike of Jews and Christians by issuing a decree, that 
the men, of either persuasion, should distinguish thcmsejves by wearing 
the zeniiaur, or idolatrous cord ; and that the women should wear some 


particular mark of notoriety on their drawers. Both religions were at 
the same time interdicted from every species of employment under 
government ; and among other proofs of wanton degradation, the^ were 
for the future forbidden tlie use of iron stirrups to their saddles, being 
enjoined to substitute in their stead, such as were of wood. In the 
course of the same year, he caused his three sons, .Milntusser, Muattez, 
and Mueyud, to be acknowledged in rotation as heirs to the Khelaufut, 
entirely disregarding the claims of his two other sons Moutfek, and 
hlCiatemmed. But to prove the vanity of human speculations, it was 
iio directed by the will of heaven, that the authority of Milntusser and 
Mfiattez should occupy but a v'erv limited period, and that thesupreme 
power should never devolve to Mueyud ; while it was on th*' contrary 
ordained, that the Khelaufut should remain lor a series of many vears 


* Perhaps more corretll^’ Peo delegatus— delegated Iruui ood. 
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A. H. 2S«. with MAatemmecI, and should ultimately descend to the posterity of 
A. D. 8&0. Mouffek ; as will hereafter appear. 

Khuiaussut- Such an unlimited predominance had been established, in the favor of 
ul-akhbaur. by one of his servants of the name of Futtuh the son of 

Khakan, that towards the year two hundred and thirty-six, the entire 
administration ofaffairsappears to have been committed, without reserve 
or control to the management of that officer ; with powers so compre- 
hensive indeed, that it became afterwards proverbial that in influence 
over his master, no minister was ever parallel to this said Futtah the 
son of Khakan ; excepting alone Jauffer of the race of 13arnick, the 
unfortunate and celebrated favorite of Harunrashid.* 

The malignant spirit of Mutewukkcl began now to display itself, 
in an ordinance, published about this period, to prohibit his subjects 
from performing the long accustomed visitations at the tombs of Ally 
and his children ; and the more effectually to secure the object of this 
decree, he caused the sacred repository of the ashes of Imaiim Hus- 
seyne, and the martyrs at Kerbtla, to be levelled w’ith the earth. f 
A. H. 239. The year two hundred and thirty -nine was distinguished by a fur- 
A. D. «53. proof of the contempt of this Khalif for the Jews and Christians, 
unfortunately condemned to exist within the limits of his power ; 
they were now forbidden to ride on horseback, and enjoined to coiit<*nt 
themselves with the more humble means of conveyance afforded by 
their mules and asses. 

An alarming earthquake which laid in ruins one half of the city of 
Daroaghaun, and extended on one side to Jurjaun and Neyshapur, 
and on the other to llostaum and Rai and Istahaun, is recorded as 
the only remarkable event which distinguished the year two hun- 
dred and forty-two J Oil this occasion the inhabitants of a certain 
village in the district of Koumiss, south of Dainaghaun, having fled 
from their crumbling habitations to the neighboring plains, are said 
to have heard a voice from above, proclaiming in good Arabic, that 
God alone is glorious, and that we are to fly for mercy to the wor- 
ship ol his pow'cr. It is further mentioned, as a prodigy which distin- 

*Tarikh gfizeidah. 

tit is slated by some writers tliat he diver ed the course of the Euphrates, iu order ta 
lay the interveuiug districts under water. Vide Steveus’s history of fersia* 

t A. D. 830-7. 
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gtiished some period of the Khelaufut of MAtewukkel, that it should A. H. 248. 

have rained blood in one of the quarters of the city of B&Ikh. This A. D.8j0-7. 

same r ign is however here announced to have been remarkable for Kbolaussut- 
® ^ akhbaur. 

many other occurrences beyond the common course of nature, for a 

particular relation of some of which, we are referred to the Mausser- 

ul-JSluluk, or memorials of kings ; a work W’ith which the author of 

these pages is entirely unacquainted. 

For the remaining four or five years of the reign of Mutewukkel, 
we are constrained to reconcile ourselves to the recital of some of 
those instances of folly and depravity, which willscrve to place thechar- 
ncter of this prince in a more conspicuous point of view. One of the 
amusements in which he chose to indulge himself, was togiveamag- 
nific<'nt entertainment, and in the moment of their brightest convi- 
viality, to turn a lion loose among his astonished guests. Another 
was to introduce a snake into the sleeve of some unfortunate courtier 
upon whom, when bitten, it was his practice to amuse himself by 
making experiments with antidotes. Another notalde jest, in which 
he very frequently delighted to sport with the apprehensions of his court, 
was to cast broken Jars full of scorpions, into the midst of a crouded 
asstinhly, to their infinite horror and annoyance. His destruction 
w as however more immediately accelerated by the dispossessing of 
Seyf the Turkish, or Tartar chief, of the lands which be held in Jub- 
baul, or Persian Irak, and the territory of Isfahaun, in order to 
bestow them upon his favorite minister: and perhaps not less, by Ids 
Vexatious treatment of the son whom he had expressl> nominated as 
iuunediate successor to his throne and dignity ; whose name he w’ould 
occasionally condescend to make a pun of, observing, that instead of 
Muntusser, his title should have been Muntnzzcr ; as anxiously look- 
ing forward to the period of his father’s death. On other occasions, 
aiter drenching away his intellects with intoxicating liquors, he would 
cause the same sou to be plied, without intermission, with repeated 
draughts of the disgusting and impure overflowings of debauch. By 
these accumulated insults Mfintusser was, at last, impelled to the 
unnatural, and nefarious resolution of forming a conspiracy, among the 
Turkish slaves, against the life ol his father. 

VOL 11. * 
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A. H. 247. . It liad been accidentally mentioned in the presence of Mfltcwukkel 

A. D. B 61 . person at Hassorah was owner ofasword of incomparable beauty 

Kiiolaussut- and temper ; which the jjovernor of that place was immediatclv writ- 
ul-akhbaur. , , • 1 1^1 i- » 1 ”1 

ten to, to purchase and transtuit tor the Khalil s use. It appeared on 

inquiry, that the sword had been already disposed of, and carried into 
Yemen; where it was however ultimately secured by one of the Kha- 
lifs agents for the sum of one thousand dirrems. AVhen produced 
for the inspection of Mutewukkel, he expressed his highest approba- 
■ tiou of the sword ; and observed to bis favorite minister, that he should 
relv ou his fulelitv to select from amona: the Turkish IMaumluks, a 
man of true valour, to wear it for the peculiar protection of the person 
of his sovereign, on all occasions when it should be his pleasure to 
scat himself in the midst of his court. AVhile tliev were vet engaged 
in conversation, one of that body, of the name of Bagher, entered the 
presence chamber ; and was immediately pointed out by the favorite, 
as a person eminently’ qualified for this distinguished charge. 'Fo 
him accordingly the swortl was consigned, together with a suitable 
augmentation of salary ; and it is added that Bagher never drew it from 
the scabbard, until he employed it in the assassination of his master. 

Be this however as it may, on what is generally represented as the 
night of ATednesday the fourth of Shavaul,* of the year two hundred 
and forty-seven, when the measure of his follies was coinploat, and 
the destruction of Mfitew’ukkel was finally determined on ; and 
while the infatuated monarch was indulging in the juice of tha 
grape, the elder Buka, accompanied by Mussa the son of the 
younger Buka, with Bagher^ and Bclghur, and several more of. the 
Tartar slaves suddenly made their appearance, with their swords 
drawn, making directly for the KhaliTs person. One of the atteml- 
ants, conceiving the circumstance to he nothing more tlian one of the 
ordinary pleasantries, remarked without the smallest apprehmisioii of 
mischief, that “ as tho- joke of the lion and the snake had already 
been disposed of, he reckoned this to be the game of the sword 
and Mutewukkel was about to reply in terms of some displeasure, 
w hen Bagher, and another of the conspirators rushed upon, and imme- 
diately dispatched him ; Futtah the son of Khakan, who had throws 

* Tenth of December, A. O. 8 (U. 
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liimsclf upon the body of his master, being in that situation cut to 
pieces by the assassins. 

Such appears to have been the fate of Mfktewukkel, at the age of 
forty ; after an imbecile reign of fourteen years, three months, and 
altout five and twenty days ; and it is observed, says our author, in 
the chronicle of the Mussaoudian, that the unhappy monarch was 
thus sacrificed, with at least the concurrence of his unnatural son, at 
a place called Alahuriah ; the very same spot rendered infamous on 
a former occasion, by a similar atrocious parricide committed upon the 
person of Kbossrou I’arveiz, l)y his son Sheirftyah. 

I'o this period, it is obvious to remark, that for something more than 
a century, the Klu laufut had flourished with considerable vigor in 
tin* hdiuls of the house of Abbas : but, from tbc death of Mutewukkel 
it lay at the disposal of the Tartar slaves, or guards, and their mercen- 
ary and ferocious chiefs ; and thus it continued for about four score 
and four years, inebiding twelve successions. At the expiration ofthat 
period, in the three Vuindrod and thirty-fourth of the llidjcrah, we 
shall fuid it siihnierging under the abeyanee of the Ameirs ul Umra, 
of the rare of Buyab ; having, however, previously languished, for 
ab(»ut eight years, under the usurpation established hy YehknmMn- 
kauiiy, one of the slaves of Alurdawunje, despot of Tebristaun. This 
chief on the assassination of bis master, the early protector of the sons of 
Buyab, bad contrived to subdue a considerable part of Persian Irikk; 
and on tbc invitation of a traitor minister, ultimately forct'd himself 
into, and became the first invested with the dignity of Amcir iil umra 
at Baghdad, Subject to the arhitrium of the Dcyaulcmah, or Dcyle- 
inites, the descendants of lluyah so denominated, from the province 
of their nativity, it was still sutfered to exist for a further period of 
one hundred and ten j ears ; when, in the four hundred and forty- 
si vrnth of the llidjcrah, to relieve himself and his people from the 
multiplied oppressions to which they had been so long exposed, the 
aid of Toghrul Beg, by the western nations so ftintastically transformed 
into Tangrolipix, was called in by the Khalif ul Kayin ; though the 
measure produced but little better than a change of oppressors. Un- 
der the control of the house of Seljiik it however faintly vegetated, 
with some transient intervals of reviving energy, until the six hun- 

X 2 


A. H: 249. 
A. D. (i61. 

Kiloiaushut* 

ul*akhbaur» 



150 

K. H. 847. dred «nd fifty^slxtli of the Hidjerah, the twelve hundred and fifty* 
A. D. 861. eighth of Christ ; when it was finally destroyed, in the person of 
Klioluussut- Mfistaussem the last of the Abbassides, by the exterminating fury of 
Hollaukii, as will be shewn in the sequel of the present volume. 

Ul Muktusser B’illah, Abh Jautfer Mahommed, the son of 
M u tew ukkel, appears to have succeeded without opposition to the 
imperial dignity laid vacant by the murder of his father. Immedi- 
ately on his accession he had conferred the Vizzaurut on Ahmed the 
son of U1 llesseib ; and this minister had taken the earliest opportu- 
nity to communicate to the j'ounger Buka, and some others of the 
Turks, an impression, that if Muntusser should die, and the succession 
devolve to Muattez, not a man of those engaged in the assassination 
of his father would be suffered to live : and that if tliey were desirous 
Ul Mcstvs- of relieving themselves from such a state of perpetual suspense and 

SKR ^ jj. btjjioved them to unite their efforts to procure the 

Xlth Khalif of ** . , . , ... ... 

the house of Ab- disherison, or exclusion trom the succession ol the two striplings ; 

has. alluding to Muattes and his brother iMueyud. Many arguments 

were not requisite to convince these blood stained mercenaries of the 
fate which awaited them in the event of such a contingency ; and 
they accordingly employed their importunities with Muntusser, to 
secure them without delay against that vengeance to which, by their 
zeal to serve him, they had too openly exposed themselves. Con- 
strained by circumstances the unhappy monarch summoned the two 
princes to his presence, and apprized them of the sacrifice wliich he 
vas compelled to require at their hands, of an immediate abdication 
ot their claim to the Klielaufiit. Mucyud very readily consented to 
relinquish his claim ; and Muattez, although he at first expressed 
considerable reluctance, was ultimately prevailed upon to follow the 
example. 

Nevertheless, the guilt of a parent’s blood lay with intolerable pres- 
sure on tUe mind of M-untusser, although in other respects described 
to have been a prince of considerable merit. Ilis father’s murdered 
form is said to have appeared to him in a dream, and to have addressed 
him in these words — “ Alas Mahommed ! unjustly and cruelly hast 
” thou embrued thy hands in a father’s blood : but that Clod who is 
witness to thy guilt, will not permit thee the enjoyment of thy ill* 



^ gotten honors beyond the fleeting period of a few days.” Haunted by 
the terrors of his dream, he became a prey to melancholy ; and this 
shortly producing a disordered frame, he ultimately sunk, under the 
double visitation of distemper and depression of spirits, and expired 
on the filth day of the former llebbcia,* of the 3'ear two hundred and 
forty-eight, belbre he had concluded the fifth month of his miserable 
reign : leaving, hoAvcver, witli the historians of a particular class, the 
character of a judicious, modest, liberal, and beneficent monarch ; 
because, peradventure, during the reign of his father, he had distin* 
guished himself by the kindness and humanity of his behaviour to the 
Seyuds, or descendants of Ally and Fatima. 

Ul Mustaayne B’illa ji,f Abiil Abbas Ahmed, the son of Mu tas- 
ficm, twelfth Khalifof the house of Abbas. 

On the death of Muntusscr, the allegiance of thebodv'^ of the people 
was secured, by the exertions of the Turkish guards, and by the con- 
currence of the nobility and principal members of the communitvs for 
Ahmed the son of Mutassein, the uncle of the late monarch, under 
tlie title of FI Mhstaavne U’lllah ; although not without some oppo- 
sition on the part of the soldiery and tradesmen, who declared on the 
sa ^e da\^ in favor of the sons of Alutewukkel. lint this uiovement 
>\as <]uclled on the spot by the timely application of the unsparing 
steel of the elder Huka ; who on the death of his son Miissa became, 
during the first NX‘ar of Mustaftyiic, more immediately attached to the 
person of his sovereign. 

Driven by the impulse of despair and want, an insurrection was 
excited at Kufah during the year two hundred and fifty, by one of the 
Aliuvics, or Seyuds ol llie race of Ally, of the name of Yaluwa son of 
Omar. This produced a varieW of severe conflicts; but it was ulti- 
mately suppressed on the death of its author, who was killed b\^ Ma-i 
hoinmed the son of Abdullah Taher, the grandson of Ziil-\ einm in. 
Almuttho same period, the standard of independence was ex died, 
with greater success, in the strong province of rebristauii, by llussuii 
the son of Zeid ul Baukerv, of a distinguished branch of the same 
Stock ; who bore the appellation of the claimant, or suitor, with jus- 

t Dei gratid auxiliutus. 
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A. H. fi50. tice on his side ; and who, after supporting his authority in indepeti- 
A. P. 8g4- dence and splendor for nineteen years, against all attempts to subdue 
Kholaussut- him, transferred it at his death to his brother Mahommed ; by whom it 
W'as maintained for a further period of eighteen years ; at the expira- 
tion of which he was cut off by Mahommed the son of ilaruu, one of 
the feodatories of the house of Abbas. 

In the course of two hundred and fifty-one,* a dispute, wdth regard to 
the property of certain lands, having arisen between VV'asseif and 
Bagher, two of thcTurkish chiefs, the Ivhalif took part with the former. 
On this Bagher proceeded to represent to his friends and followers, 
that all substantial authority having been usurped to themselves by 
Wasscif, and Buka the other favorite, their claims and services were 
either forgotten, or entirely set at nought. He therefore j>roposed to 
them, as their only alternative, to unite with him to accomplish the 
destruction of Mustaayne, and of both his obnoxious ministers, and to 
place some other person on the throne of the Khalifs; a proposal to 
which these mercenaries were, without much difficulty, prevailed 
upon to accede. But information of the conspiracy being seasonably 
conveyed to the two favorites, the promoter of the seditious design 
was immediately seized, and confined in the palace of the Khelaufut. 
The adherents of the disaffected chief now openly threw oflf their 
allegiance, and proceeding to the imperial stables, pillaged them of all 
their contents. On this, conceiving that when Bagher should be no 
long«‘r alive as a pretext for their violent proceedings, the tumult 
would of itself subside, \Tasseif determined on the bold alternative of 
putting him to immediate death. This, as it happened, produced 
however a very opposite n-sult ; for the Turkish insurgi-nts became 
in consequence, exasperated to such a degree, that the two favorites 
were compelled to withdraw the person of their sovereign from Sau- 
merah, and to retire with some precipitation to Baghdiid. 

Conceiving some remorse for the violence of their conduct, the Turk- 
ish mercenaries soon afterwards dispatched a deputation to solicit 
the forgiveness of Mustaayne ; but experiencing an austere reception 
from Mahommed the son of Abdullah Taher, the governor of Bagh- 
dad, the deputation returned with spirits further exasperated to join 
their associates ; who now resolved to depose Mustaiiyne, and to con- 

• A. D. aeo. 



ffer the sovereign dignity on his nephew MAattez, to whom, without 
further deliberation, they accordingly pledged their allegiance. 

A considerable army was then dispatched by JSIdattez, under the 
orders of his brother Mouffek, to lay siege to Baghdkd, within the 
ramparts of which, Mustaayne prepared to defend his authority. But 
the complexion of his destiny soon assuming an appearance of debility 
and decline, his ministers, together with Mahommed the Taherite the 
governor of the city, became disposed to accommodate with the times ; 
and a correspomleiice was accordingly opened with Muattez by the 
Taherite; in which the latter engaged to prevail upon Mustaayne to 
acknowledge the authority of his nephew, provided the government of 
Baghdad should be secured to its present possessor ; and that no 
attempt should be directed against the life of the abdicated monuich. 
To these terms Muattez readily subscribed ; and a treaty, in which 
they were formally ratified, being transmitted according to desire to 
tlie 'faherite, that chief proceeded, in conjunction with Wasseif and 
the younger Buka, to em]»loy the influence of menace, or importunity, 
to privail upon his distressed and injured sovereign to abdicate his 
crown, and submit to the authority of his rival, Having accomplished 
their ol»ject in those points, the degraded monarch was next abridged 
of his personal freedom, and confined to the palace formerly the resi- 
dence of II ussun Soliel. Here he had, however, been suffered to 
exist no longer than a few days, when he received from Muattez, an 
order to proceed to Saumerah ; which it was at the same time provided 
that he should never reach, the chamberlain of the reigninu; sover- 
eign being employed to intercept and dispatch him, while on his jour- 
ney to that place. 

'I'his event is stated to have occurred in the year two hundred and 
fitty-two, when Mustaa,\ ne was of the age of five and thirty, and had 
possessed the Khelaufut for a period of three years and nine mouths ; 
which, if correct, must confine the date of his death to the very com- 
njencement of the year. The office of \ ezzeir to this prince was held 
by Ahmed the son of Sheirzaiid. 

IT Muattez BTli.au* Abu Abdullah Zobair, the son of Mute- 
wukkcl, thirteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

* Dei gmtui pot«u» actus. 
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Firmly established on the throne of the Khalifs, MAattez conferred 
the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Ahmed the son of Issrauil ; and 
in punctual discharge of his engagement with Mahommed the Thherite, 
in one respect at least, he transmitted to that chief the necessary letters 
patent authorizing him to retain tlie government of Baghdad ; being 
further prevailed upon through his particular mediation, to spare the 
lives of Wasseif and Buka, both of whom, on his accession to the Khc- 
laufut, he appeared otherwise disposed to destroy. Not long after- 
Avards, at the solicitation of the Turkish guards, the two chiefs were 
invited to Saumcrah, and placed among the dignitaries of the court. 

In the mean time the jealousy of Mtiattez was maliciously excited 
towards his brother Mueyud, by the representations of Eissa the son 
ofFerghanshah one of the ministers; who stated to his sovereign that 
there existed among the people a very powerful spirit of attachment 
for that prince, and that a strong proof of it was to be observed in the 
presents, of whatever was rare and precious, with which they were 
perpetually loading him. All this producing an unfavorable change 
in the mind of Muattez, he ventured at length to intercept, and seize 
for himself, a present of five thousand dirhems* coming from the j)rince 
of Armenia to his brother. Of this illiberal violence, which he as- 
cribed to the malice of the son of Ferghanshali, Mueyiul complained 
to his brother Moutfek ; and at the same time an attempt was made 
to induce the Turkish mercenaries to cut off the hostile minister. 
Becoming however apprized of his danger, Eissa did not fail to make 
it known to his sovereign ; and the resultwas the immediate seizure and 
imprisonment of both the brothers. A few days aiterwards Muevud, 
boun<l.hund and foot, was cast by the Khalit’s orders into the snows of 
the neighboring region ; and in that state jarsof freezing water being iuces- 
santly poured on him, he miserably perished. His body was then 
brought back and laid in state, shrouded in sables ; the Khalif protest- 
ing to the nobles of his court, that his unfortunate brother had expired 
by the ordinary course of nature. 

In the course of two hundred and fifty three,f the Tartars, and the 
men of I'erghaunah mutinying for their pay, Wasseif ventured to 
reprove them for their disorderly and licentious behaviour; on which 
they immediately attacked and hewed him to pieces, with their battle 
* About 1X41. ll». 8d. 1 A. U.UU7. 
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The year following, Buka, the other Turkish chief, perceiving 
some obvious change in the Khalifs disposition towards him, suddenly 
withdrew towards Mosssule ; but, receiving intelligence on his way 
that the hou^eholdslavesofMuattez were plundering his habitation, and 
his followers dispersing on the report, he took to a small skilT on the 
Tigris, for the purpose of returning to Saumerah ; and in this situation 
he was unexpectedly fallen in with by Waleid, one of the Mughrebies, 
or Lybian stipendiaries, by whom he was immediately secured ; and 
who soon afterwards, by orders from their sovereign, took off his head 
and conveyed it to the presence. 

The Tartars, perceiving that the Khalif was bent on their destruc- 
tion, hastened to unite themselves under the authority of Salah, 
the son of Wasscif one of their late commanders ; and seizing 
the persons of Almied the Vezzeir, and others employed in the civil 
dc])artmcnts of the state, immediately put them to the torture, in order 
to obtain possession of their treasure : but failing in their object, tliey 
proceeded directly to the palace, and from the Khalif himself peremp- 
torily demanded their pay. After some demur in complying with 
their demands, Suluh, with Malionuned the son of Biika, and others 
of the chiefs, without further ceremony, conducted Muuttez out of his 
palace, andcoin polled him to stand in the sun, until heconsented toabdi- 
cate his authority. They then lodged him in a prison, and dispatched 
some of their associates to Baghdad, to bring from thence .Mahomnied 
the sou of Wauthek, whom they propose<l to raise to the Khelaufut, 
under the title of Muhteddy. On his arrival at Saumerah that prince 
was permitted to hold an interview with the abdicated tuonarch; and, 
ascertaining from his own declaration that he had divested himself of 
the sovereign power, proceeded, in compliance with the solicitations 
of the military commanders, and principal inhabitants, to seat himself 
on the throne of the Khalifs. The unfortunate '^laattez, as in the 
instance of one of his predecessors, w’as gorged to death a few days 
afterwards, by suffering him to over-eat himself, and then withold- 
ing from him the means of quenching his thirst. This event is said 
to have taken place in the two hundred and fifty-fifth of the llidjerah,* 
when Muattez was at the age of four and twenty, and bad possessed 
the Khelautut, from the abdication of Mustaayne, for a period of 
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A. H. a»5. about three years and seven months, We may therefore be warranted 
A ■ D. 869. ~ in fixing his death to the middle of the year. 

Kbolaussut- Ul Muhteddy B’illah,* Abd Isshauk Mahommed the son of 
urakfabaur. fourteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

The supreme dignity thus forcibly abdicated by his cousin german, 
UlMuhtedot being, without further difficulty, vested in the person of Muhteddy, 
KhM"i/*^of the ******* prince, by a regular attendance in his court of justice to relieve 
house of Abbas, the necessities, and redress the injuries of his people, evinced an 
early disposition to promote by his own example, the impartial ad« 
ministration of the laws. 

In the mean time, Mdssa the son of the elder Buka; who had been 
employed by Muattez, in Tebristaun, to conduct the war against 
Hussun the son ofZeid the Baukcrite, becoming apprized of the 
murder of bis sovereign, hastened to return to the scene of these vio- 
lent proceedings. On which Salah the son ot Wasseif, to whom the 
mischief was principally ascribed, suspecting his intentions, suddenly 
w'ithdrew from Saumerah ; but on the arrival of Mdssa, at that 
metropolis, and his submission to the authority of Muhteddy, he was 
pursued and put to death by the agents of that chief. » 

The latter part of the year two hundred and fifty-five was rendered 
remarkable, by the revolt at Bassorah of the Zengui, or Zenghar slaws ; 
who rose upon their masters, and deelared for Ally the sou oi Mahom- 
med son of Ahmed, another of the Seyuds, or descendants of Fatima. 
Supported by the ajd of these insurgents, this Ally, afterwards distin- 
guished by the appellation of Saheb-uI-Zeuje, or prince of the Zen- 
guies, contrived to extend his usurj)atiou from Bassorah to Ainlah, 
li erhaps Amara) and a cousiderabie part of Irak- Arab ; of which he 
maintained hiuisell in possession tor fourteen years from this period. 

'Ihe benevolent character ot Muhteddy accorded but little with 
tl « disposition oi the liceutious profligates who surrounded his throne ; 
and it was not extraordinary dial he should have meditated the design 
©1 relieving himself from the seditious insolence of the Turks, 
lieiore his measures were, however, ripe for execution, they became 
Ituuwu to those mcrcLuaries ; w ho conspiring with bis enemies, the 
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eons of IMfllewnkkel, proceeded, in the month ofRutyeb* of the year 
It'O hundred and fifty-six, to attack him in the midst of his capital. 
JV iter an intrepid resistance, in which the virtuous monarch killed se- 
veral of his assailants with his own hand, they succeeded in securing 
his person ; and having forced him to abdicate his throne in favor of 
the sons of Mfitewukkel, for whom they pretended to have risen, they 
then put him to death. 

This was the fate of Muhteddy, who perished at the age of thirty 
nine, with the acknowledged character of a devout and pious prince* 
and after a short reign of eleven months, and a few days ; during which 
he had, however, at least as far as precept and example could prevail, 
contrived to abolish most of the corrupt and illegal practices too fre- 
quently authorized by the Khalifs his predecessors t of whom he is said 
to have adopted for his imitation the example alone of the benevo- 
lent Omar Abdulazziz, and like him, to have confined bis expencea 
to a very moderate and sparing supply from the public treasury. 

Ul Mcatemmed, or Meyatcmmed Ala-UllahfAbfil Abbas Ahmed, 
the son of Mutewukkel, fifteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having, in the manner just descriljcd, made themselves masters of 
tlu' person and destiny of Muhteddy, the perfidious Tartars hastened 
to place Ahmed the son of Mutewukkel (the third of the children of 
that weak and capricious prince who arrived at the imperial dignity) 
on the throne of the Khelaufut, with the title of U1 Muatemmed ala 
Ullah, which may perhaps be rendered, him in whom God has reposed 
his conjidevee : that of bis father being indeed of a similar import. 
Tlie influence of these detested mercenaries was, however, through 
repeated treason, and insufferable insolence, now gradually declining; 
and in proportion as their power diminished, the affairs of the Khe- 
laufut seemed to exhibit, in the hands of Muateqamed, an appearance 
of system and regularity, of which it had been long deprived. 

The attention of Miiatemined appears to hav’e been occupied, dur- 
ing the year two hundred and fifty eight, in an unsuccessful attempt 
to reduce Ally Saheb U1 Zenje and the revolted slaves at Bassorah ; 
in which he availed himself of the service of his brother U1 Mouffek, 
who was however.com pellcd by the insurgents to return toSaumerah, 
Witb discomfiture and loss. 

* J uoe, A, D. aiO. t Dei gratis susteotatus. 
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In the two hundred and sixty-first of the Hidjerah, he made ash^ 
of establishing the immediate succession to the throne in his son Jauf< 
fer, M’ith the title of Ul Mufowez ala Ullah, delegated from God ; with 
reversion to his second son Abu Ahmed the presumptive heir, and 
the title of Ul Nausser-ud-dein-Ullah — Defender of God’s faith. 
Neither of these princes was however destined to wield the septre of 
royalty. 

So far back as the year two hundred and forty-nine,* Yakub the son 
of Laiss, the founder of the S6fauriah dinasty, so denominated from his 
father Laiss the Shfaur, the copper amith or brazier, had commenced 
his career of successful revolt in the province of Seiestaun ; and in six 
years he had made himself master of Khorassaun, the Kohestaun, with 
Kermaun, and the entire province of Farss, his title being publicly 
ratified in two hundred and fifty. five, by the Khalif Milattez. At 
the period ofvvhich we are now speaking, having extended his con- 
quests to Persian Irak, he was menacing from thence an attack on tlie 
remaining dominions of the Khclaufut, and preparing to march against 
Baghdad. lie was however successfully opposed, and sia:nally defeated, 
at an obscure, place called Dioh Aukktil, somewhere on his advance 
towards Baghdad, by the Khalii’s troops, under the immediate direc- 
tions of his brother Ul Mouflek. 

Bv the author of the Tarikh giiceidah we are told, that after his dis- 
comfitureon thisoccasion, \ akub Laiss retiring into Khorassaun, there 
in a short time assembled another army; with which he again advanced 
to try his fortune against the troops of the Khclaufut. On his march 
towards Irak, he is stated to have received from Miiatemmed an ad- 
inoifition, after the signal proof which he hatl recently experienced 
of the displeasure of heaven, to beware of further tempting the power 
ot uod; to repent of his ambitious follies, and return to his allegiance ; 
and that on withdrawing his army hack again into Khorassaun, all 
the past should be forgotten. To this, in the hardihood of successful 
usurpation, Yakub is said to have replied, that for the grandeur to 
widch he had raised himself, he w'as alone indebted to his hitherto 
invincible arm and fortune ; and that until he had humbled the pri<lc 
and power ot the Khalits, he was determined to be a .stranger to repose. 
If liJs efiorts were crowned with success, it would be very well ; but 
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ff It was otht'rwise decided by his destiny, he should nevertheless be 
still master of his morsel and barley loaf, alluding to his original hum- 
ble condition. He enjoyed not, however, an opportunity of bringing 
his alternative to the proof. He died on his march of a fit of the colic ; 
or according to Mr. Stevens, from Texeira, of a pleurisy because he 
declined an application repugnant to an over refined, and obstinate 
sense of delicacy. 

Subsequent to this, in the year tw'o hundred and sixty -four, a further 
attempt was made towards the suppression of Ally Skheb-ul-ZenJe and 
the rcvolters of Bassorah, under Abul Abbas the son of Mowffek ; 
who at the head of ten thousand horse, having thrice engaged the 
rebels, succeeded at last in giving them a total defeat in the neigh- 
borhood of Waiissit. Soon after he had achieved his victory, Abul 
Abbas was joined by his father, and with him proceeded in pursuit of 
the fugitives, to the gates of Ahuauz ; where Ally Saheb-ul-Zenje had 
retired for shelter. That chief furnished them, nev'erthelcss, with 
ainj)le employment for the most active exertions, for several years 
subsequent to this period; until in the month of Suffer, of the two 
hundred and seventieth of the Hidjerah,* he bravely perished in the 
field of battle ; and with him the usurpation of the Zenguies, after it 
had occasioned, as it is further asserted, the slaughter of more than one 
hundred thousand men. 

After a silent lapse of seven years, the annalist conveys us at once 
to the year two hundred and seventy-eight, to record the death of LT 
Wouflek, the loyal and active supporter of his brother’s authority, 
which then took place at Baghdad. The voice of the public now 
declared his son Abfil Abbas recently mentioned, presumptive suc- 
cessor to the sovereign dignity with the title of L’l M&atezzed B’illah, 
on the eventual demise of Mufowez the present heir apparent. 

In confirmation of the voice of his people, the Khalif Muatemmccjl 
in the course of the year following, at a magnificent entertainment 
to which the whole of the principal nobility. Ulema, and ministers of 
law and justice were invited, proceeded to require from his son Mu- 
fowez, his public avow'al of having abjured his claim to the Khelaufut ; 
which w'as then solemnly transferred to ,his couzin Abul Abbas^ 
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A. H.’27». already saluted by the title of Mftatezzcd B'illah. This eeremonv tl^ 

A D. Hoa. Kjiaiif destined ioiig to survive, being seized with aquinzy, 

Kiioliittssut Qj. inflamation of the throat ; of which in the month of Rudiuh,* of the 
ul-akhbaur. ■ j * eac^ 

same year, he expired at the ago of fifty -one. 

Calculating from the abdication of his predecessor, Mftatemmed 
appears to have possessed the dignity of the Khflaufut, for about two 
and twenty years, and five months ; but, according to our author, it 
was a distinction which he enjoyed only in name, the imperial power 
being in substance notoriously exercised, while he lived, by his bro- 
the MoufFek. Absorbed in h's pleasures, and entirely devoted to the 
society of singers and musicians, as he is said to have been, it was 
indeed fortunate for this monarch, that he could command the ai 1 of 
such a brother, to take from him the burden and anxiety of govern- 
ment. All we further learn of Muatemmed is, that he withdrew the 
seat of the Khclaufut from Saumerah, and re-established it once more 
at the former capital of Baghdad ; although this is a change by others 
ascribed to his successor. 

Ui. Muatezzed Abfil Abbas Ahmed, the son of LJl 

Moufiek, sixteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Of this prince it is related, that in a dream, during the reign of his 
predecessor, he saw a person robed in white stretch his arm to the 
Tigris, and take up the whole of its waters into the palm ofhis hand, which 
he then closed: and that opening bis hand again, the stream resumed 
its channel as before. That this mysterious personage should then 
ITl Mcattfz- addressed him in these words ; “ Abul Alibas knoweSt thou me ?” 
XVltliKlialifof To which Mfiatezzed replying in the negative, he proceeded to add, 
tiiehou&eofAb- “ I am Ally the son of Abfi Tauleb ; when the Khelaufut devolves 
“ to thee, wilt thou be kind to my posterity ?” And to this particu- 
lar circumstance has been ascribed, by historians, the extraordinary 
indulgence extended during the whole of the reign of Mfiatezzed to 
the family of the Seyuds ; for whom it would appear that he received, 
on the occasion, an impression of benevolence which was never after- 
wards obliterated. 

Another extraordinary circumstance recorded of this monarch is, 
that in the course of the year two hundred and eighty-three, as sooa 
* October, A. D. nos, - f Dei gratia su&tentotu*. 
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fl8 the gates of.Tiis palace were closed, an appai'ition pi’csented itself to A. H. 283. 
him under various disguises ; sometimes under the form of a venerable A. D. 800. 
old man, ^ith a white beard, in the habit of a monk ; at others in the 
shape of a beautiful youth, and occasionally in the character of a mer- 
chant or tradesman : but under every form to apprize him of the rob- 
beries, and other disorders committed by his troops ; and it would 
frequently prove very troublesome to the attendants. This extraor- 
dinary phenomenon long excited the curiosity of the public, and 
became the subject of general conversation ; but the nature of it was 
never discovered. It was pfol>ably a phantom dressed up by the 
Ivhalif, for obvious purposes of police and good government. 

In the year two hundred and eighty-four, Muatezzed evincing a 
design to renew the denunciations from the pulpit, long since discon- 
tinued, on the memory of iNlauvveiah, was however dissuaded from 
such a measure, by the sounder discretion of his minister^ Obaidullah 
the son of Suliman. 

In this place, our author accommodates his reader with a brief and 
cursory account of the heretical sect of thelieraumitah, or Kermathi- 
ans, of whose principles and profession of faith he furnishes us with 
the following abstract. They alleged the imaumut of Issmauil the son 
of .lauffer-ul-Saudek, from whom they are not unfrequcntly denomi- 
nated Issraauilians ; and because they equally admitted of several 
tilings proscribed by the ordinances of the law, they have been traduced 
as approximating in their principles to the atheistical doctrines of the 
Muilauhedah, although they professed their belief in the existence of 
good and evil spirits; the former under the name of angels leading 
them to happiness, and the latter under that of genii, or jinn, at eter- 
nal hostility with them. Prayers, they maintained to consist in a 
sincere devotion to the memory of their long since beatified Imaum; 
and alms, in allotting to his representative the fifth of their property, 

-(>11 tile preservation oia secret, they conferred a species of sanctity, by 
giving to it the name of Sum or Soum — religious abstinence orsilence; 
and to the violation of secrecy they affixed, on the contrary, a sort of 
stigma, by branding it with the epithet of rena, sound; or perhafw 
ZeiTiina, loquacity. And lastly from the circumstance of one of th*‘ir . 
tcliicfs having iu the infancy of the sjct applied to his letters the 
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appellation of M6keruiet, which signifies a veil painted with Jlgureiti 
they obtained the denomination of Keranmetah — the people of the 
veil. Their origin might be traced as far back as fhe reign of Harfin 
rashid, or at least to that of MSmfin, a point on which there is some 
diversity of opinion ; since they forbore to disclose their principles, or 
openly to make proselytes to the sect, until the year two hundred 
and eighty-six ; when, by insensible degrees, multitudes had been 
prevailed upon to adopt the tenets of these innovating schismatics. 

In the courseof the year just alluded to, they openly revolted in great 
force, under Abfi Sauid or Saeid, ul Hubauby ; who put to death without 
mercy, such of the orthodox believers as had the misfortune to fall into 
his hands. In the beginning of the first month of Rebbeia, of the t'ear 
twohundred and eighty-seven* he entered IJidjer, the chief town of Ra- 
hareyne ; where he committed every species of outrage and atrocity. 
Intelligencft of his proceedings being, however, at last conveyed to 
hlfiatezzed, one of his generals of the name of Abl)as the son of Amru, 
was dispatched by that prince with a considerable division of the army, 
to give battle to the insurgent. But the troops of Baghdad were on 
this occasion defeated, and their general with seven bundled of his 
followers became prisoners to the enemy. The life of the former was 
spared, but the latter were immediately put to the sword. Of this 
Abbas it is related, that discarding all hope of mercy on falling into the 
hands of the schismatics, he had quietly resigned himself to his fate ; 
when, after a confinement of some days, he was surprised by a visit 
from his conqueror; w'ho intimated to him that on his engagement to 
communicate, word for word, to Muatezzed the message which he was 
about to confide to him, he should be immediately set at large : 
otherwise that he must prepare for death. The alternative required 
no great effort of deliberation ; and Abbas, promised with an oath, that 
whatever he chose to communicate, should be by him rehearsed to his 
sovereign, without the suppression of the slightest circumstance. 

Then,*’ said Abh Sauid, ** tell Muatezzed that I am a man whose abode 
“ is in the solitudes of the desert, whose wants are confined to a very 

few things merely necessary for the support of existence ; that by 
** me his dominioos have not been abridged of a single town, neithet 
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** have I in any inshince occasioned the slightest injury to his govem- 
ment. Let him take this assurance from me, and I call the judge of 
all things to witness the truth of the statement, that although the 
“ whole force of his empire were employed to crush me, I shall 
always be victorious, and for this good reason — my soldiers have been 
*‘long inured to fatigue and danger in every shape, while his on the 
“ contrar}', nursed in the bosom of enjoyment, must sink under the 
“ trial. At this moment, that they are compelled by his orders to 
“ traverse the trackless wastes oCthese deserts, the hour of despair and 
“ defeat presses upon them ; and though they should endeavour to 
“ tescape by flight, the greater part must perish by my sword. Nay 
“ admittingthat in the confidence of superior numbers, they should for 
“ the present forbear to retire, it will still he at my discretion by a 
“ counterfeit flight to engage them further in the desert; and on some 
“ favorable opportunity to come upon them in the night, and cut them 
“ off* when they least expect it. I would therefore advise him to 
reflect, that in the hostilities with which he has thought fit to pur- 
‘‘ sue me, his armies are not likely to acquire either fame or profit ; and 
“ that for the future it behoves him to recede from a design which 
must terminate so prejudicially to his own interests ; to desist from 
“ a contest that must f>rove equally unprofitable and unavailing.” 

Having upon this received his dismission, Abbas proceeded accor- 
dingly to Baghdad; where, without either enlargement or extenuation, 
he communicated to his master the message which he had in chaise 
from the Kermathian. And it is alleged, that not even the name of 
these schismatics was suffered to pass the lips of Muatezzed, from that 
time to the beginning of the year two hundred and eighty-nine, when 
the depredations which they dared to commit in the territory of Kfifah 
compelled him to make another exertion to check their enormities. 
On this occasion the commander, whom he employed on the service, 
succeeded in expelling the depredators ; and one of their chieftains 
who became a prisoner, was conveyed to the presence of Muattezzed. 
To the interrogatories which were put to him, with regard to the 
doctrines of his sect, before he proceeded to reply, this man demanded 
of the Khalif if he was aware, that he sought information on a subject 
which affected his own personal interests, more nearly than he seemed 
yon. II. z 
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^ Hi: SQO- ,ta imaging t t^e professing his igiUMraastn* l)« then explained 

- • P» 908» himself as followrs. “ When the prophet of Issl&niy on >fhom be per- 
** P®tual benedietioB, withdrew to that state of existence which never 
' ' ** * ** perishes, we beard of no claim to the succession on the part of thine . 
ancestor Abbas. The people on the contrary unanimously pledged 
their allegiance to Abd Bukker ; and after him the Khelaufut was 
further adjudged to Omar: and when, to calm the rising dissensi- 
^ ons, that monarch made the sovereign dignity elective, he appears to 
**’ have allotted tothe same Abbas not the slightest share in the trans* 
action. It is therefore our belief that, in justice, thou shouldst have no 
“ portion in the throne of the Khalifs.” A reply by which Muatez- 
•aed was so much exasperated, that he directed the wretched Kermatli- 
ian to be immediately put to death under every species of torture. 

A severe indisposition by which he was soon afterwards attacked, 
convincing Mdatezzed that his dissolution was approaching, he coii' 
vened the members of his court, and required them to pledge their 
allegiance to his son Aliy ; on whom he then conferred the title of 
L'l MAktetfy, or perhaps Mutkeffy B'illaU. And in th ; latter part of 
the first Rebbeia,* of the year two hundred and eighty-nine, he 
expired at the age of forty nine; when his authority had endured for 
a period of nine years, and about four or five uionths. 

Notwithstanding his acknowledged bias in favor of the Seyuds, 
Muatezzed has been stigmatized as a parsimonious and avaricious 
prince ; so great a stranger to the milder weaknesses of compassion 
and humanity, and so eagerly disposed to the effusion of blood, that 
between sentence and execution, no malefactor found with him the 
smallest respite. 

To him,, however, on other authority^ we find ascribed an alteration 
in the Maliommcdan kalendar, in transferring the commencement of 
theyear from the firsit day off erwardein, corresponding with the month 
of March, to the period when the sun attains its greatest northern altitude, 
a- the summer solstice ; in order, as it is alleged, to relieve bis people 
from the burdensome inconvenience, under which they bad hitherto 
laboured, of being required to pay their taxes before their harvesafe 
;had been secured. 

* A. D. 90S, begimiiiigofMsrck. t Tarikb giseMafe 
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Haother dTrcumstance omitted by our author, But whIcTi may A. H. 2&Si, 
advantage he further supplied from the same sourqe as we have just A. D. 902 « 
had occasion to refer to, is, that the power of the SAfauriah> or child- Khoiaussut. 
ren of Leiss, having become extremely formidable in Persia, during “^■*^di*»*“*’* 
the reign of Mtiatezzed, Issmauil of the race of Shman, or Somoon* 
as a modern Persian would express it, was employed, under the nomi- 
nal authority of that prince, to suppress the usurpation. An object 
w’hich was ultimately accomplished by theS&maunian ; and he received 
in compensation the entire sovereignty of the vast possessions recently 
occupied by the usurpers. 

Ul Mukteffy B’illah,* Ab& Mahommed Ally, the son of 
atezzed, seventeenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

At the period of his father’s dissolution, Miikteffy was absent at ui. Mcktef 
R akkah, but on information of that event, he repaired immediately to fy B’lLLAHr 
RaghdSid ; where, on his arrival, the people renewed to him their Kbalif 

pledge of fidelity, and experienced from him in return, the most liberal Abb^!*”**** 
proofs of his bounty, in the rich and magnificent presents which he 
causedto be distributed on the occasion. 

In the second year of this reign, the two hundred and ninetieth of a. H. 2»o, 
the llidjerah, the province of Syria was exposed to a dreadful irrup- A. D.tws. 
tionofthc Keraumitah, under their chief Yahej^a the son ofRegzuiah,'!' 
son ofMahrfiyah : and although this person was killed in battle in the 
early part of the expedition, the schismatics electing his brother Hi\s- 
seyne to comrmand in his room, shortly afterwards made themselves 
masters of the greater part of the province. With respect to this . 

Husseyne we further learn, that he afifected to trace his descent to 
Issmauil, the adopted patron of the sect, and son of Jauffer-ul-Saudek^ 
the sixth linaum ; that he has by historians been distinguished by the 
title of Sjiheb-ul-Shaumah ; and that the chief to whom he consigned 
the direction of his army bore the title of S!xheb-ul-haul. Be this as 
it may, the latter was dispatched by his superior at the head of a divi., 
sion of the invaders towards Baulbek, and die territory in that quarter 
where they completed tlve measure of their atrocities by a general 
massacre of the inhabitants. Intelligence of these enormities being 
bowever conveyed to Muktedy, he at last assembled his troops to the 
^ * Dei gratia cunteiil as.- 
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A. H. ,«w, njimber of on? hundred thousand men ; and proceeded at dicir h^ad 
A. 1>. ^3- • towards the S 3 'rian frontier by the ordinary route of Mossflle. On liis 
Kb o laufcsut- his arrival at Rakkah, a powerfiil division was detached in advance 
okakblmur. JVialiommed the son of Suiiinan, who fell in with these depre- 

dators, under theirprincipal chief the Saheb-ul-Shaumah aboveallude4 
to, and totally defeated them, about twelve farsangs or leagues from 
Harness : and pursuing them without respite, succeeded in securing 
the persons of both the leaders of the schismatics, and of three hundred 
and sixty of their principal followers, in one of the districts adjoining 
to the Euphrates. 

In the course of the year following, the same Zegruiah, or Saheb-ul 
Shaumah, having effected his escape in a manner which is not explain- 
ed, again appeared in S^'ria at the head of the Keraumitah ; and sig- 
nalized Himself afresh by every species of disordt'r and outrage. But, 
on the approach of a considerable force destined to act against him 
on the part of Mukteflf^', he turned aside into Babylonia, or Arabian 
IrSk ; where, at a place called Siiaun, near K&dsiah, or Kadcssiah, the 
troops of the Khelaufut brought him to an action, and were defeated 
with great slaughter. Subsequent to this he appears to have proses- 
cuted his designs with impunity, until the year tw'o hundred and ninety 
four ; when throwing himself into the route of the pilgrims to Mckkah 
in the Arabian desert, he plundered the Karvaun, and put tw'enty 
thousand oftheHadjies to thesword. Toavenge this sacrilegious insult, 
one of the generals ofMdkteffy, of the name of Wasseif, was dispatch- 
ed at the head of a competent force in pursuit of Zegruiah; and in the 
latter part of the second Rebbeia* of the same year, brought him 
to another battle, in W'hich after a desperate conflict, the arch Schis- 
matic was at last killed ; many of his followers fell into the hands of 
the Khalil's troops, and the remainder, for the present, dispersed to dif- 
ferent quarters. 

Id the month of Zikaudah of the year two hundred and ninety five,f 
at the age of thirty-three, terminated the earthly career ofM&kteffy ; 
when he had possessed the throne of the Khalifs for a period of six 
years, and between five and six months. He bore the character of 9 
prudent and benevolent prince. 

* A.D.907, Febrnaiy. t August A.D. 801k 



From Another source ofinformation it wouW appear, thatMahommed 
the son of Hariin, beinaj employed in Tebristaun during the reign of 
MilktelTy, to suppress the usurpation of Mahommed the Baukerite, 
the successor of Ilussun the son of Zeid, had no sooner accomplished 
that object, through the assistance of Issmauil the Samaunian, than 
hcdcclared himself independent. He was, however, ultimatelyebmpeU 
led to abandon his ambitious views by the troops which were season- 
ably sent againsthiinby Mukteffy : contemporary with whom, itmay be 
expedient to remark, were Issmauil, and Ahmed, the Samanides, mon- 
archs of Bokhara. 

Ut Muktedder, or Muktader B’lllah* Abiil Fazzcl Jauffer, the 
son of Mdatezzed, eighteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Upon the death of Muktelfy, the allegiance of the people had been 
secured, through the zeal and influence of Abbas the son of Hhsseyne, 
one of the first dignitaries of the empire, for Jauffer the brother of the 
deceased monarch, with the title of Muktedder B’lllah ; but, as this 
prince did not yet exceed his thirteenth year, it became with many 
of every class of society a subject of serious debate, how far it was 
prudent to entrust the sovereign power to the hands of such a minor ; 
and the same reflection producing a change, either real or pretended, 
ill the counsels of Abbas himself, he sought to amend his error, by 
substituting Mahommed the son of Muatemmed in his room. However, 
the object of his selection not happening to be then immediately in 
existence, he proposed to transfer his nomination to one of the descend- 
ants of Mutewukkel, who went by the name of Abfll Hussun ; but 
as this person was destined by God’s providence, about the same critical 
period, to share the fate of his relative, the imperial dignity became 
by these casualties, at last established in the hands of Mfiktedder. 

The year following notwithstanding, the minister Abbas being, with- 
out ostensible cause, cut off by Hflsseyne the son of Hamdan{surnamed 
Abfl Heija, the latter entered into a conspiracy with others of the 
nobility in favor of Abdullah the son of Mflattez ; whom they accord- 
ingly raised to the Khelaufut, with the title of Mhrtezza B’illah. 
The conspinitois were, however, gallantly opposed by the youthful 
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A. 398.; ^^ktedder* and Moub^sa Khaudem^ (or Mouniss Astaudy as hft is els(»- 
A.D.908. ^here denominated) the chief of the eunuchs, with such of his guards- 
Khohussat- as continued firm to their allegiance ; and falling into the hands of the- 
ol-aj^bbsiw. party, they were the whole of them put to death, together 

with the unfortunate Abdullah, who, on the seizure of his person, was 
condemned to share the fate of his accomplices. 

Subsequent to. this period for a series years, little is offered to- 
the attention of the reader, but the removals and re-appointments 
which perpetually recurred among the ministers of Aluktedder ; whose 
attention was otherwise entirely devoted to his pleasures. In the 
course of three hundred and nine,* Husseyne the son of MunsAr-ul-^ 
Hellauje (the cotton dresser) whom, according to our author, the 
learned have united to register in the catalogue of saints, was con- 
demned to death, through the influence of Hamed the son of Abbas- 
the Vezzeir, and by a fetva, or decision obtained from the Eymah, or 
sacerdotal order. 

. In three hundred and eleven, Abu Taber the son of Abfi Sauid,. 
Avho had become supreme of the Keraumitah on the death of his father, 
contrived by .a forced march from Bahareyne, on- the gulph of Persia,, 
at the head of seven hundred horse, to surprise the city of Bossorah ; 
from which, after a pillage and massacre of seventeen days, he was suf- 
fered to retire witJiout the slightest molestation. The year following,, 
he also plundered and cut to pieces several of the convoys proceeding- 
to Mekkah, and extended his ravages to Kfifah and having given to 
that city a competent sample of bis enormities, be again retired with 
his accustomed celerity into Bahareyne. In three hundred and fif- 
teen,;]; having made another irruption into the territory of Kfifah, and; 
being there attacked by Y ussuf the son of Abi-us-sauje, one of the most 
distinguished of Muktedder’s captains, he defeated and killed that 
commander. The reputation acquired by this victory encouraged, 
him to take possessiOii-of Auhaur, the ancient granary of the Persiam 
monarchSjon theEuohrates. A considerable sensation was producedhy 
these alarming encroachments in the now voluptuous metropolis of 
Baghdad and Mouniss Khaudem. with forty thousand horse, was dis- 
patched by Alfiktedder to give buttle to the Kermathian chief, wh<|c 
was again triumphant. 

*A. D. 021. 1A.D. 023. 
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In the eourse of the year three hundred aii4 siKteen, another change 
of ministers consigned the office of the -vizzaurut to Abu Ally ben 
Muklah; but the government of M^ktedder, through the wretched 
and imprudent system Of delegating his power .to the discretion of 
of a fluctuating ministry, to the companions of his pleasures, and 
even to his women, had by this time declined into the utmost cun'* 
tempt. It is even recorded that, in some instances, a bondmaid of his 
mother's was known to l^ieside in the courts of justice. It is there- 
fore not to be wondered at, that he should have been assailed in his 
palace, by Abhl Heijan the son of Hamdan, and Bazdg, and other 
'factious chiefs, who openly revolted against his authority, during the 
three hundred and seventeenth of the Ilidjerah.* On this occasion his 
old and faithful domestic Mouniss ul Khaudem, who had been com- 
pelled to join the insurgents, contrived by some means or other to 
enter the palace before them ; and made use of the opportunity to 
convey theKhalif, his mother and sister, and most of the individuals 
of his family, in safety to a house of his own. The insurgent chiefs 
proceeded, however, to raise Mahommed the son of Muatezzed to the 
Khelaufut, with the title of Ul Kaher B’illah. But some of the cham- 
beilains or porters, and other inmates of the Khalif’s household being, 
on some pretext or other, refused admission by Bazug, they took 
offence at his behaviour ; and two days afterwards assembling in arras, 
in the area before the palace of Ul KIther, with loud and tumultuous 
clamors, demanded their pay. They succeeded in getting into their 
power the persons of Bazug and Ebeii Hamdan, both of whom they 
immediately put to death : after which, hastening to the dwelling 
house of Moi-n.ss," wdiere Muktedder had been secured against the 
designs of the rebels, they conveyed that prince, on their shoulders, 
back again in triumph to the palace of the Khelaufut; and there renewed 
their oaths of allegiance to him. The person of Ul K&her was con- 
si^'ned to a prison ; and he survived, as we shall presently see, to re- 
sume the imperial dignity indeed, but to terminate his days in ultimate 
disgrace and wretchedness. 

At the conclusion of this year, on the eighth day of Zilhudje,t by the 
pilgrims denominated rouze-e-tezweiah — the day of decoration, Ab6 
* A* D, 92^1 tTvnJt of Jaauuy, A. D. 880. 


A. «. n* 
A. D. 928. 

Kholaussut* 

ul'iiklibaur; 



a: ft. Si7. 

A. D. 830. 

Kholaussnt* 

ul<4khbaar. 


A. H. 319. 
A. J>. 831. 


TSher the chief of the Keraumitah fell suddenly upon the city of' 
Mekkah : and having plundered the place, and massacred near thirty 
thousand persons, and otherwise committed incredible enormities in 
the sacred sanctuary of Isslkm, retired again into Bahareyne, taking 
with him the Hidjer-ul-asswad, or black rock of the Kaaubah. Not 
long afterwards he is howeversaid to have restored the Hidjer-ul-asswad, 
in consequence of an application from AbA Mahommed Abdullah, 
entitled Mehedy, the Issmauilite, king of Africa : although it is other- 
wise stated that this sacred relic continued in the hands of the Ker- 
aumitah, for a period of twenty years. 

In theyear three hundred and nineteen, it having been intimated to 
him that the Khalif entertained some violent design against his person, 
Mouniss 111 Khadem suddenly quitted the metropolis without permis- 
sion ; and hastening to Mossule, be succeeded in taking possession of 
that city and the adjoining territory, and in assembling a competent 
force ; at the head of which he shortly afterwards returned towards Bagh- 
dad. The ivretched Muktedder drew out of the town with a design to 
give him battle ; but being basely abandoned by his troops, he fell into 
the hands of a body of Meghrebins, orLybian mercenaries ; who imme- 
diately struck off his head, and conveyed it to the successful rebel. 

This, at the age of thirty eight, and after a turbulent and inglorious 
reign, according to our author, offour and twenty years, eleven months, 
and sixteen days, appears to have been the fate of Miiktedder ; the 
misfortunes of whose government have been, by some writers, prin- 
cipally ascribed to the perpetual, and perhaps capricious variation, 
which he caused to take place among his ministers ; the Vizzaurut 
being transferred no less than fourteen different times, while he slum- 
bered, in luxury and idleness, in the palace ofthe Khalifs. It is however 
here obvious to remark, that for the last sixty or seventy years, the 
power of these once formidable, and illustrious sovereigns had been 
on all sides rapidly declining ; for, as we shall hereafter have occasion 
to commemorate more at large, by the usurpations of the sons ofLeiss 
on one side, of the more permanent and celebrated house of S&man 
on another, and of the rapacious Keraumitah on a third, that exten- 
sive empire which, at one period, embraced beneath its sway the vast 
and spacious dominions of the Persian monarchy, in the meridian ofita 



floiy, hadbythistimereceded within the com|>anitively circumscribed A. h. su^ 
limits of Babylonia and Mesopotamia, the modem Arabian Ir^lk, and A. D. nai. 
Jezzeirah ; with the addition, perhaps, of a precarious interest, which *^j**®^^'J^**'**’ 
it still contrived to retain, in the adjoining provinces of Syria. 

Ul Ka herB’illah* Abu Munsbr Mahommed the son of Mdatez- 
zed, nineteenth Khalif ot the house of Abbas. 

The military chiefs and principal inhabitants of Baghdad uniting, on 
the death of the late Khalif, to pledge their allegiance to Ul Kaher, 
that prince conferred the dignity of the Vizzaurut on Abfi Ally Eben 
Mflklah, formerly mentioned, and that of H&jeb, or great chamberlain, 
upon Ally the son or \’elleik. The malignant disposition, however, 
which he exhibited in l.i-? treatment of the relatives and dependants, and 
particularly of the mother of his predecessor, whom, notwithstanding Ul Kahfr B’lt. 
shclabouredin thelast stage ofadropsy, he fined in alargesuniofmoney, ^ah, XlXihKha- 
and committed to the charge of his collectors until it was paid, soon house o 

furnished to the authors of his «‘levation, ample cause to regret their 
choice. But tlic discontent, w'hich was brooding in the minds of his 
ministers, becoming known to the monarch, he contrived tor the pre- 
sent to protract the threatening evil ; by cutting off the chief of the 
etiiuichs Mouniss ul Khaudein, with Yelleik the chamberlain, and 
Ally, one of his sons. Ulten Muklah the Vezzeir found means, how- 
ever, to escape : and hv holding, from his retreat, a correspondence 
with the disaffected chiefs, continued to animate them to the design 
of dethroning their sovereign. Accordingly, when all things indicated 
that the means of Ul Kalier’s humiliation were complete, Scyma the 
captain of the Turkish, or Tartar guards, in conjunction with the 
other chiefs, seized the person of that prince ; and by passing the sear- 
ing instrument across his eyes, forever disqualified him from resuming 
the functions of the imperial dignity. In this state, he is said to have 
continued his miserable existence to the reign of I’l Miiteia B’illah, 
for a period of fifteen, or sixteen years ; during which he was regularly 
seen every Friday, with other blind mendicants, at the gates of the 
principal mosque, soliciting the charity of the benevolent for the man, 
w ho but as yesterday was their sovereign ; although this day reduce^ 

to be their wretched supphcAiit. 
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A.'' h! 823. ' iThe wretchecl U1 K6her was thus precipitated from biatbroire, at the 
A^D. 984. age of fifty-two, in the second year of bis reign, and the thre^ hundred 
Kholaussut- and twenty-second of the Hidjerah ; the office ofVezzeir having been 
■baklibaur. g|tgj.nately exercised under his authority, by Eben Muklah, by Ma- 
liomnied the son of UI Kaussem, and by Ahmed the son of Abduliah. 

U L R A u z Y , or R A u D H T li’ 1 1. L A H ,* A bdl A bbas M ahonimed, the son 
ofMbktedder, tw'entieth Khaiif of the house of Abbas. 

Having accomplished their design in the deposition of the un/oitu- 
nate Ul Kaher, the heads of the conspiracy, and chief citizens of Ragli- 
' dad, proceeded to enlarge from imprisonment Mahommed the son of 
Miiktedder; whom they immediately raised to the throne of the Kha- 
Raczy lifs, under the title of I'l Rauzy B’lllah ; and however profuse, on liis 
XXthKhalif accession, in his promises of the justice with which he was determined 
of tlie house to govern, and of the favors which he was fiisposed to dispense to his 
ofAbbai. people, it would appear from the ser|ucl, that the hopes thus inspired 
by the new monarch, were by no means intended to deceive. He con- 
ferred the Vizzaurut first on El)cn Miiklah ; but taking ofience at 
the conduct of that minister, he remove<l him in the course of three 
hundred and twenty-four, and vested the appointment in A bdiirrai li- 
man the son of Eissa. The continuance in oH'.ce of the latter, and 
of several others who succeeded, was, however, not more durable than 
that of their predecessors. 

In the three hundred and twenty-fifth of the Hidjerah, Abu Buk- 
a'd 937* Eben Ratek, and here designated the master spring, or 

perhaps key stone of the power of L’l Rauzy, eulcred into a compo- 
sition with Abu Taber the prince of the Kcraumitali ; by which, fortlic 
annual sum of fifty thousand dinaurs* of gold from the customs of 
Baghd&d, that chief engaged to offer no further molestation to the pil- 
grims, on their way to Mekkah ; and thus a method was at last disco- 
vered to alleviate, in some degree, the mischiets so long entailed 
upon Issl&m by 'these ferocious schismatics. 

The very next year, the Vizzaurut being restored to Eben Mfiklah, 
and adispute arising betw'een that minister and t.lien Ratek, for the part 
ivhich be was supposed to have taken in his former dismission, he 

• Dei ?rutia acquiescent. 

t About 22,9101. 13s. 4d. at the lowest computation* 



teuglit to avenge the injury by inviting to Baghdad one of the slaves 
of Murdauenje the son of Zebaur, prince of D ‘ylem, whose name 
appears have been Buhkem Makauny ; and who, after the assassi- 
nation of his benefactor, had contrived to subjugate some part of the 
territory of Arabian Irkk. But the treacherous correspondence being 
detected by £ben Ratek,and laid before the Khalif, and the presence 
of the usurper in his capital but little according with the benevolent 
views of U1 Rauzy, he sent for Eben M^klaii, and in terms of indigna- 
tion, taxed him with the odious treason, which he attempted to deny; 
but as his guilt was too clearly substantiated, he was immediately con- 
demned to lose his riglit hand : and the sentence was carried into 
execution, in spite of his loud and earnest intreaties, that that hand 
nii^ht be spared, which liad written so many copies of the Koran. It is 
further noticed as something singular, that this man should have been 
tlircc times vezzeir, should have served threediffercntKhalifs, performed 
three pilgrimages to Mekkali, and thrice fairly copied the sacred text 
of the Koran ; and lastly that he should have been three times buried. 

Notwithstanding all this, the Makaunian, in the course of the same 
year, contrary to the known and acknowledged intentions of U1 Rauzy, 
entered Baglidads and Elien Ratek being compelled to fly for life, the 
intruder iimnetliately usurped the absolute administration of affairs ; 
and either roccuved, or extorted from U1 Rauzy the title of Amcir-itl- 
Hturu, first grandee, or lieutenant general of the empire, on this occa- 
sion first instituted uiuicr the government of the Khalifs: and from 
that moment may perhaps be properly dated the mere and absolute 
pageantry, the shadow of theii former splendor, which only, this illus- 
trious line of princes were henceforward suflered to retain. 

Three years subsequent to this usurpation, namely, in the former 
month of Rebbcia, of the year three hundred and twenty nine,* Rauzy, 
at the age of thirty-two, expired of a dropsical complaint; after having 
exercised a precarious authority for about six years and ten months. 
He bears with historians the character of having surpassed the major- 
ity of the monarchs of the house of Abbas, in accomplishments both 
natural and ac(]uired, and particularly in the benevolent and liberal 
qualitit s of his heart ; and he his said to have left several poetical 
puribrmauccs, as memorials of an elegant and cultivated mind. Con- 
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temporaries with him, were £mmaud>ucl -doidah the De^lemite, antf 
his brothers ; and Nasser the son of Ahmed the Samaunian, monarch 
of Transoxiaua. 

Ul Mutekky* Ullah, Abfi Ishauk Ibrauhim, the son of M6k« 
tedder : twenty-first Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Being absent at W aussit, at the period of Ul Rauzy's disolution, the 
Ameir-ul-fimra, on intimation of that event, dispatched his instruc- 
tions to the Ulema, Kauzies, and chiefs of the H&shemites at Bagh- 
dad, requiring them to transfer their allegiance to any one of the race 
of Abbas, whom they conceived best qualified for the arduous charge 
ofthe imperial government. In conformity with these instructions, the 
principal inhabitants proceeded accordingly to deliberate on the choice 
ofasucccssortothe vacant throne; and ultimately fixed upon Ibrauhim 
the son of Muktedder, the brother of the late monarch, whom they 
immediately saluted Khalif with the title of Mutekkv Ullah. 

But, that the proud sovereignty of the Khalifs was now reduced to 
a shadow, a convincing proof, if any were at all necessary, was exhi- 
bited in the conduct of the rapacious Ameir-ul-iimra Buhkem, in the 
early part of this reign. For dispatching to Baghdad a division of 
liis followers, they seized forhis use the whole of the horses, and camels, 
and other valuable effects of every description, hitherto deemed the 
exclusive property of the imperial family. The usurper did not, how- 
ever, long survive to felicitate himself on tliisaudaoious act of successful 
spoliation ; for almost at the very moment of its execution, he was 
assassinated on a hunting party, by a native of Kiirdestaun. On the 
death of this chief, who is otherwise favorably spoken of, for the rigor 
of his police, and the strictness with which he caused the laws to be 
executed against malefactors, the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra was aspired 
to, by Abu Abdullah Bureidy, at this period governor of Bassorah ; who 
fo the attainment of the object of his ambition, shortly afterwards ap- 
proached Baghditd ; but being successfully opposed in arms, by a body 
of the Tartar garrison, he was this time compelled to recede from his 
design. 

The year following he returned, however, and made himself neater 
©f Baghdad ; and in revenge for his former miscarriage, gave up that, 

• Pius* . . ■ . j 



Vretch^d city to all thp horrors of pillage and slaughter. Miitekky, 
with aband of faithful followers, effected his escape in private to Mossul ; 
from whence he implored the assistance of Nasser-ud-doulah and his 
brother, the sons of Abdullah ben Mamdan governor of Syria. In cheer- 
ful compliance with his request, he was joined shortly afterwards by 
those chieftains at the head of a numerous force ; with which they pro- 
ceeded to re-instate him , in the possession of his metropolis and authori ty. 
On intelligence oftheKhalif’s approach thus powerfully supported, the 
Bilreidian abandoned BaghdM, which was immediately re-occupied 
by its legitimate prince, the usurper retreating towards Waussit : but 
being closely pursued by Nasser-ud-doulah, he was overtaken on his 
march towards that place, in the neighborhood of Medaein ; where 
having ventured to give battle to his pursuer, he was shamefully de- 
feated, and driven to consult his safety by a precipitate flight. 

In the course of three hundred and thirty -one,* the dignity of Ameir 
ul unira, notwithstanding the alleged odiousness of his relative, appears 
to have devolved on Touzhn, one of the kindred of the late Makau- 
nian ; but some jealousies having arisen to destroy the harmony, which 
might for a short time have subsisted between the prince and his min- 
isji-r, both parties had recourse to the sword ; and the former having 
been defeated, was compelled in the following year to retire to Rakkah : 
from whence he now dispatched to solicit the aid of Ekhsheid, prince 
or governor of Egypt. That prince repaired shortly afterwards to Rak- 
kah, and endeavored to prevail upon MAtekky to accompany him to 
his province ; there to reside while a sufficient force should be assem- 
bling to avenge his wrongs. The Khalif, for reasons which are not 
explained, declined this invitation ; chusing rather to risk the chance 
of an accommodation with his oppressor, to whom he accordingly ap- 
plied for peace. Convening the heads of the law' and religion at Bagh- 
dad, the perfidious Touzun,in their presence, and that of the messenger 
employed by MAtekky on the occasion, took a solemn oath, that with- 
out the most distartt conception oftvil, he should henceforward ever 
retain for theKhalii's authority, the most sincere loyalty and submis- 
sion,: and to that effect, having drawn up, and executed a written en- 
,gagement in due form, it was by the same messenger immediately 
transmitted to MAtekky ; who most unadvisedly fell into the snare, 
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On receipt of this insidious paper, the Klialif, in spite of the remon^ 
strances of both Nasser ud doulah and Seyfud doulah, and of £kh> 
sheid governorof Egypt, proceeded towards Baghdad ; and being met, on 
his arrival at the canal of Eissa, by Touzfin, he there received outwardly 
from that minister every mark of respect and duty, at the same moment 
that his agents were employed to conduct Abdullah the son of Muk- 
teffy to the encampment, for the purpose of superseding him: but 
immediately on the arrival of Abdullah, the perfidious minister threw 
off the mask, seized the person of his unhappy sovereign, and, apply- 
ing the scaring instrument to his eyes, forever bereaved him of sight* 
This event appears to have taken place in the three hundred and 
thirty-third of the llidjerah, when Mutekky had exercised his pre- 
carious authority for three 3 ears, and eleven months. He is stated 
to have survived his misfortune fora period ol' five and twenty years; 
namely’, to the three hundred and fifty-eighth of the llidjerah, when 
he quitted this life, and was buried somewhere on the western side of 
Baghdad. In addition to its other distresses, that unfortunate city 
experienced, during the reign of Mi'itekky, the atllietion of a severe 
famine : and we shall further remark, that contemporary with tiiis 
ill-fated monarch, were the princes Nasser ben Alimed, and his 
son Null, or Noah, the Samaiiides : and Enunaud-ud-Uoulah and his 
brothers, the Deyleniites of the race of Buyah. 

Vh AlusTEKJr Y B’lLLAH,* Aliul Kausseiii Abdullah, the son of 
Aluktefly, twenty-second Klialif of the house of Abbas. 

Having circumvented, and deposed his sovereign in the manner above 
related, TouzGn proceeded to establish on the tlirone of the Khalits, 
Abdullah the son ofAlukteffy, the couzin german of the extruded mon- 
arch, with the title of Alustekiy or .Vlusteketty B’lllah. The pcrfi.iious 
Ameir-ul-umra was,.how'ever, not suffered long to trium|)h in tiie 
success of his iniquitous plans; a signal, and almost immediate judg- 
ment would seem to have pursued himi fol* the violence of wliich he 
had been guilty towards the person of the unfortunate Mutekky ; for 
he was smitten with blindness, and died shortly afterwards, in the 
month of Mohurrim of the year three hundred and tliirty-four.f 
"fhe government of Baghdad, at this period heeuiuc, veVy ptobablv, 
an appendage to the dignity of Ameir-ul-umfi, iibw divolvVd* iipoa 
* Dci^ratiaiu iuteulc aiippacaas • t Aujj^uat, A. 1/. 



one of the military chiefs, here called the son of Sheirzaud. This min- A. H. 934. 
ister proceeding, however, to exercise his authority with every species A. D. 945. 
of oppression and violence, the situation of the wretched inhabitants *^**‘j|^^*y“*’ 
became to the last degree deplorable ; and intelligence of their suffer- 
ings being conveyed to Ahmed the son of Bhyah^ who had by this 
time extended his conquests to AhAauz,’that commander immediately 
directed his march towards Baghdad. The son of Sheirzaud, and the 
‘Turkish Maumliiks terrified at his approach, abandoned the city and 
fled ; and Mustekfy conceived it expedient for a short time to follow 
their example. But Ahmed the son ofBflyah having soon afterwards* 
entered Baghdad, without opposition, the Khalif, among others, hast- 
ened to visit him; expressing the utmost joy and gratitude, that his 
presence should at last have relieved him from the apprehensions, 
under which he had continually lived, from the violence of the Turks. 

The son of Buyah made little difficulty in pledging his allegiance 
to Mustekfy, and received from him, in return, the title of Muezz-ud- 
doulah, the filort/ of the state, by which we are henceforward to recog- 
nize him. For a few days, things appeared to proceed between them 
with considerable harmony ; but a misunderstanding having ulti- 
mately arisen, this ])hantom of a Khalif was, in the course of the very 
same year, seizetl by Muez z-ud-doulah, and like some of his prede- 
cessors, condemned to lose his eye-sight ; in which situation he, 
however, survived to the year three hundred and thirty-eight. 

Mustekfy had attaint'd to the age of forty-one, before he was called 
to the now meagre, and unsubstantial honorsofthe Khelaufut ; which, 
however nominal, he was not suffered to enjoy beyond the circum- 
scribed period of sixteen months ; having been degraded from his 
authority, and condemned to languish in perpetual night in the 
year three hundred ajid thirty-four. The office of Vezzeir, which 
still subsisted, though sliorn of all its splendor, was held during the 
reign of Mustekfy, by Ahul Ferrah Mahommed the son of Ally. Coii- 
■ temporary with this Khalif were Nflh the son of Munser, or Munsur, 
the Samaunian ; and Eminaud-ud-doulah the Deylemite, with his 
brothers Rokken-ud-doulah, and Muezz-ud-doulah ; the latter of whom 
became, as we have just seen,theauthorofhis misfortunesand disgrace. 

* On the llih of the funner Juuiuuudy, t Itth of December, A. D. 045. 
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U L Muteia Ullah* AbikI Kaussem Fazzel, the son of Miklew 
tedder, twenty-third Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having confirmed, instead of alleviating the degraded state of the 
Khelaufut, by the sufferings inflicted upon the deposed Mfistekfy, 
the Deylemite proceeded to the further exercise of his power, by rais- 
ing Fazzel the son of Muktedderto the sovereign dignity, with the title 
of Mfiteia Ullah ; providing, at the same time, that he should not forget 
his humiliating dependence, by the appointment of an agent, to note 
Vt Muteia Ul- and keepa regularaccountof, the recciptand expenditure ofthe pageant 
XAH.XXllldKha- prince. So totally indeed, according to our author, w’as the represen- 
***”*** tative ofthe house of Abbas excluded from any influence in the govern- 
ment, during the ministry of Muozz-iid-doulah, that it was for some 
time in the contemplation of that minister, to transfer the Khelaufut 
altogether, to AbhlHussun Mahommedthe son of Vaheya theZeulian; 
from an opinion, which he appeared to have embraced, of the superior 
claims ofthe decendants of Ally : but from the execution of this design . 
he was dissuaded by his Vezzeir Abu Jaulfer Mahommed the Zem- 
meirian; who proved to him, by the most convincing arguments, that 
such a change in the succession would be inevitably followed by the 
subversion of his own power. 

Such being the absolute nullity to which his power was reduced, 
itis perhaps not extraordinary that, during the comparatively protracted 
reign of Mikteia, theonly circumstance which our author has conceived 
worthy of record, is the restoration, in three hundred and thirty niiie,“j* 
of the hidjer-ul-a^swad, by the Iverautnitah ; who having brought it 
to the city of Khfab, anjtl fastened it to one of the pillars of the prin- 
cipalmosque at that place, there left it ; with the information, that it was 
by ccunmand- they had taken it away, and by command they nov 
*Deo&ubiuiseuk, vel 4 ubiuitteiia« 
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fesetoFedit. The -reneratad marble was soon afterwards ccMireyed by the 
faithful Mahommedans to Mekkah»and tbei^e fixed in its proper place. 
And it is moreover added, on the authority of another work,* that, 
although in conveying it to the country of their abode,, the Keraumitah 
disabled forty camels in the undertaking, tlie single camel which was 
employed on this occasion by the Alosslems, to carry it back toMekkah, 
throve to an extraordinary degree under the sacred burden. 

It will be seen in a subsequent page of this work, that M6ezz-ud-» 
doulab d^iug in the course of three liundrcd and fifty six, he was suc- 
ceeded as Ameir-ul-umra, by his son and successor, £zz-ud-douiah 
liukhtiaur: wliiclfdoe.s not however appear to have produced any change 
in the destiny oi the khehiiifut. Be this as it may, on the thirteenth 
of the month ofZiik.iiiJaii, oi the year three hundred and sixty three, "j* 
the shadow ot aiit!i;)rity which rointin.'d to him, was abdicated Oy 
Muteia, in cortsec[Ui u<’e of a stroke oi' the palsy, in favor of his son 
Abdul Kci ' iin. lie survived his abdication al)OUt two moatl>s. 

The reigti of this uince appears to h.ive occupied a period of twenty 
eight soiu>\(jt t wnty nine fuiiar years, and five or six months; and 
coutoinporary with him were Tiuii or Nouh and his son Abdulmelek, 
the Samanides, monarchs of Bokiiara : and Em ntud-ud-doulah, his 
brothers, and nephew £zzed-ud-doulah the son of Hokken-uJ-doulah 
•the Doyloinitcs. 

Ll 1'aeia Ui.lahJ Abu Bukker Abdul Kcreim, the son ofMuteJa, 
twenty -lourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

The throne of the Khalifs having been abdicated by his father, in 
the manner just related, the military chiefs, and principal inhabitants 
Oi tl»e metropolis appear to have submitted without debate to theau- 
tnority of Abdul Kereiin, under the title of U1 T^eia Ullah : but the 
(i<sse.nsions which broke out at the very commencement of his reign, 
bi tween Kzz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur the Ameir-ul-umra, and theTurk- 
ish mercenaries, afforded but a fearful prospect of the advantages of 
■royalty. In the meantime, Ezz«ud-doulah witVidrawing with precipi- 
tation towards Waussit, in order to solicit the aid of his couzin Ezzed- 
ud-doulah, the Khalif was compelled to accompany the Turks in'their- 
* The Tarikh guaeidah. 4 Third of Srptember^ A. jl Deo bubmiUen^, 
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A, 11, 364. pur«! ujt of him to the walls of that city 5 hefcre whidi'scWeral conflicts 
A.D.975. jjQyy place, terminating for the ro«lt part to the disadvanta^ and 

S d hbau‘r Bukhtiaur. 

But Ezzed-nd-doulah advancing into Arabian Irak in the course of 
the succeeding year, to the relief of his kinsman, and the Turks flying 
towards Baghdad, on his arrival near Waussit, they were immediately 
pursued, in their turn, by the two coiizins now united. Baghdad w'as 
soon afterwards again subjugated to the power ofthe Deyleinites. UI 
Taeia received, however, from the conquerors every mark of veneration 
and respect; andEz-ed ud-doulah, having re-established his kinsman 
in the dignity of Am ’ir-ul-nmra, returned in triumph into Farss. 

From a misunderstanding whicli had, however, arisen with his rela- 
tive, Ezz d-ud-doulahin threehundredandsixtysix, re-appeared before 
Baghdad at the head of his troops; ainl having succeeded after a tedious 
and obstinate course of hostilities, in dispossessing Ez/-ud-doulah* of 
thccit\% compelled him in the following year, three hundred and sixty 
seven, to retire into S ria. In that province £zz-ud-doulah unfortu- 
n.tely contrived to raise a body of troops, with which he hastened once 
more towards Baghdtid ; and his kinsman advanced to give him battle, 
lie w’as defeated and taken prisoner in the neighbourhood ofTekreit, 
and immediately put to death. Ezzed-iid-doulah survived this period 
about five years — to the year three hundred and seventy-two; when life 
died, and was succeeded in all his jiowcrs and possessions by his son, 
with the title of Sumsaum-ud-doulah. 

At the hazard of being taxed with equal credulity, we are here com- 
pelled to mention from our author, as a circumstance which he profes- 
ses to relate on the concurring testimonyof historians, that in the course 
ofthe year three hundred and seventy-four,* a prodigious animal, in size 
surpassing an elephant, and of the feathered race according to some 
writers, was observed to emerge from the seabf Omnian ; and taking its 
station on the summit of an adjoining tumulus, to utter in distini't 
and excellent Arabic, the word.s “ Kuddi-Kflrreba,” three dilfcrent 
times, directing its voice, and looking eastwards. This was repeated 
for three days successively, after which it totally disappeared. The 

*Tli<'se two names are so ca^i'y confouiided, tliat it may be necessary tw remark, that th^ 
forinar sjgaiiies ibe arm, and Uie latter the ghrij of the state, 

t A, D. UU4-U. 



•Xfiressiond Siay be alleged to signify either, ** the separation, 6r the re- 
“surrection, is at hand/’ But of what nature the animal, or what strange 
event it might be construed to prognosticate is not exactly explained. 
On the authority of theTarikhgAzeidah, however, it may be added that 
during the same year, the province ofHejauz, including the two sacred 
cities, was wrested by the Issinauiiians from the dominion of the 
bouse of Abbas. 

I'hrough some malignant motive, either of jealousy or ambition, an 
army was conducted in the course of three hundred and seventy-six,* 
by Shurf-ud-doulah, to the attack of his brother Sumsaum-ud-doiilah, 
at Baghd&d ; and the latter imprudently relying on the influence of 
fraternal affection, and repairing to the camp of his aggressor, found 
in imprisonment ample occasion to regret his imbecility. On his 
entrance into Baghdad shortly afterwards, Shurf-ud-doulah evinced, 
however, for U1 Taeia every outward proof of respect, and suffered 
him as before to retain the trappings of imperial splendor. 

the death of Shurf-ud-doulah in the three hundred and seventy- 
ninth of the llidjerah,* he was succeeded in the dignity of Aincir-ul- 
viriira, by his brother Abu Nasser I'eyroz Khossrou, who received 
the title of Beha-ud-doulah. The year following, the avarice of this 
man uiung attr.icted by the rich effects, of which the representative 
of the house of Abbas was yet allowed to retain possession, he 
st-licited one day, on some pretext or other, permission to visit the 
palace of the Khelaufut : where having seated himself, according to 
custom, in a chair of state, in the presence of U1 Taeia, and several 
of the Deylcmite commanders pressing forwards at the same time, the 
Khalif, on the supposition that it was for the purpose of kissing his 
hands, very graciously extended them towards the intruders. The 
Deylemites in n.edialt ly seied him by the arms, and forcing him from 
his throne, conveyed the wretched monarch to another apartment : 
w hile Bohk-ud-doulah employed the opportunity to appropriate his 
treasure and valuables. At the same time messengers were dispatched 
to invite Ahmed the son of Ishauk, the grandson of Muktedder, now 
residing at Tenjah, or Mckkah sometimes so denominated, to tako 
ipossessiou of the throne of his nephew. 

*A.D.;.8j- 7. tA. D.888. 
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A. H. sal. *tJl Taeiais saki to have ofciipied the throtie of l!lie KhaM^r 
A. D. aei. pgfjotl of seventeen years, nine months and some days ; by .which 
Kliolaussut- j^j.g igjj tQ conclude that his degradation took place from the four- 
teenth to the twentieth of Shabaun,* of the year three hundred and 
eighty-one. It is however added, that he survived bis humiliation 
for a nnmber of years, was admitted to a considerable degree of friend* 
ship, and to the society of his successor, and died after all at the 
mature age of sixty-nine. 

Ul Kader B’lLLAH.f Ahul Abbas Ahmed the son of Ishauk. 
son of MAktedder, twenty-fifth Khalif of the house uf Abbas. 

Vi. Kahkk B’il- With the common failing of contracted minds, a predilection for 

lAH.XXt iIiKlia- marvellous, our annalist ushers in his very concise account of the 

in ot tlic Louse of 

^bbas. long reign of Cl Kader, with the followingcircumstances ; which he 

proceeds to communicate on the authority of Ileybut Uliah, the 
secretary of Muhuzzeb-ud-doulah the Devlemite. 

Towards the close of the preceding reign, apprehensive that l^I 
Taeia was meditating some designs hostihi to his person, the grand- 
son of Mfiktcdder fled for protection to MuhuzzeV>-ud-doul »h, wlio 
kept his court at that period at Tenjah but whether this has any 
allusion to Mekkah, as recently advanced, must still remain in some 
degree of uncertainty. Be this, however, as it may, Heybut Ullah 
the secretary already mentioned, repairing one day to the abode of 
the imperial fugitive, found him involved in deep n'fleetion, and pro- 
ceeded to demand the reason. Ahmed informed liim, without reserve> 
that the night before he had been visited, by what he conceived to l>e 
a very singular dream, which he then described. The city he ima* 
gined to be surrounded by a vast and sudden inundation ; and 
while the inhabitants were busily employed in laying a bridge to effect 
their escape from it, and he was contemplating with astonishment the 
prodigious expand of waters which extended on all sides of him, he 
thought he perceived, at the opposite extremity of the bridge, a per- 
son, who called to him to know, if he was desirous of l)eing conveyed 
safeover this tremendous inundation. Havingreadily replied in the alfir- 
jpative, he thought the stranger stretched out his hand, and drew him 

* 25tk to 31st of Octot>er,t)91. t Dei gratis |)otens.‘ 

^ TLcre is a place of this name west of Katif, on the gulph vf Persia, 



atfety4io< the other side. That, bis surprise being e<msiderab1y aug- 
mented by the circumstance, he expressed a desire to learn to whom 
he was indebted for his miraculous deliverance; and received the fol- 
lowing reply. “ I am Ally the son of Abitauleb— the moment is at 

hand when thou shall be raised to the Khelaufut — it will behove 

thee to protect, and befriend my children, and the advoca'tes of my 
•‘family." When Ahmed had proceeded thus far in his relation, the 
voices of the messengers, who had been dispatched by Behii-ud-dou- 
kih to invite him to Baghdad, were heard at the door ; and he was 
immediately dismissed to avail himself of his exalted destiny, with an 
bquipment, adequate to his rank, provided by the liberality of Mii- 
h uzzeh-ud-doula h . 

On his arrival in the neighborhood of the metropolis^ the Khalif elect 
Was met by the regent, and all the principal inhabitants ; and on the 
spot received their pledge of allegiance, with the title of Ul K&der 
B’illah. lie entered Baghdad on the thirteenth of the month of Ram- 
zaun ;*aud we might be led to imagine that his reign commenced under 
auspices the most favorable, since it is here stated, that on his entrance 
into his capital, the affairs of the Khelaufut immediately assumed an 
appearance of regularity and system ; and that the power hitherto exer- 
cised by the princes of the race of Buyali, was not much longer per- 
mitted to retain its over-bearing and oppressive predominance. 

Under the year three hundred and eighty-three we find it,hoAveveT, 
noticed, that Sekeinah the daughter of Beh^-ud-doulah should have 
been espoused by Ul Kader, whose spiritual supremacy does not yet 
appear to have been acknowledged in the great province of Khoras- 
suuii. The people of tliat province resenting that a blameless and 
unoffending Imaum should have been dethroned without a cause; and 
therefore continuing both the Ivho-thahfand the coinage, in the name of 
Ul Tkeia, until the period between the years three hundred and eighty- 
sevenand eighty-nine. When, the whole country being subjugated by 
the arms ofSultanMahmAdGhauzi, of Ghezni, that monarch, in con- 
sequence of the friendship which had been recently established 
between them, and peradventure of the imperial robe or mantle, and 
ihe title of Yefpein-ud-doulah transmitted to him by the Khalif 
* Twenty-second of November, A. D. 891* 
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directed the Khotbah to be thence forward pronounced m tlv nateiil 
of U1 K^dcr. 

In three hundred and ninety-nine,* the province of Syria was reco- 
vered from Hakem the son of Azziz the Issmauilian, by the Benni 
Kulaub ; and about the same period Beh^-ud-doulah, and the princi- 
pal inhabitants of Mossule were invited by the prince of Egypt of 
that race, to acknowledge the descendants of F&tinia, as rightful heirs 
to the Khelaufut. The letters and presents which were transmitted 
on the occasion being, however, rejected through the zeal and influ- 
ence of Kauzy Abfi JautTer, and conveyed by him to U1 Kader, they 
were publicly burnt, before the gates of the Khalif's palace at Baghdad t 
and the Kauzy, whose exertions had been so seasonably and success- 
fully employed to retain the nobles of Mossule in their allegiance, was 
rewarded, in a double proportion to the value of the presents received 
from the Fatiniite. 

In the latter Jummaudy of the year four hundred and three, f on the 
death of his father Behu-ud-doiilah, the dignity of Aineir-iil-uiiira 
devolved to Sultaii-ud-duulah, with wliom it continued to the year 
four hundred and eleven ; when the arms of his brother Miishurref- 
ud-doulah prevailing, the government of Baghdad was transferred to 
that prince. 

Having nominated his son Abdullah to succeed him in tlve empire 
with the title of Ul Kaeim B’iinmer Ullah, so far back as the year four 
hundred and sixteen, the Khalif ul Kader reposed himself in the arms 
of death, in the last month of the four hundred and twenty-second of 
the Hidjerah at the very advanced age of eighty-six, and after a 
protracted reign of one and forty years. 

Ul K&der has acquired with historians the character of a temperate, 
just, and pious prince, eminent for his many amiable and laudable 
qualities ; for which, as some compensation even in this life, an Al- 
mighty providence blessed him with a long, and prosperous reign. 

We cannot here omit the circumstance, that it was at the court of 
Ul Kkder that the prince of Persian bards, the celebrated Ferdoussy, 
sought an t^ylum against the vengeance of Mahmud Sebektekeio. 
In the letter which that formidable conqueror wrote on the occasion^ 
he is stated to have threatened, that if the object of his wrath was 
* A> D* 1008. t December, 1812. 1 December, 103t. 
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laeit delivered up, the pr6ud palaces of Ba^hdadshould be trampled to dust 
under the hoofs of his elephants ; to which the Khalif returned no other 
reply than a laconic reference to the fate of Abrahah-ul-ashrem, and 
the Ass-haub-ul-feil,* well known in Arabian story ; and this was 
superscribed on the back of Mahmud’s angry epistle. 

Contemporary with L’l Kader were, as we have briefly shewn, Sul- 
tan Mahmud above mentioned, and his son M&ssaoad, of Gheznln, or 
Ghezni : Beh^k-ud-doulah and Sultaun-ud-doulah the Deylemites ; 
and the princes Nouh, or Ndb, the son of Munsur, and MunsAr and 
Abdulinelek the sons of Nouh of Bokhara. The power of the house 
of S^inan became however extinguished, in the early part of this 
reign, in the death of Issmail the son of Nouh, entitled Muntesser, 
who was assassinated in the former Rebbeia of the year three hun- 
dred and ninety-five, as will be noticed hereafter in its proper place, 
by one of the agents of Sultan Mahmud. 

Ul Kaeim B’immer Ui.LAii,* Abii Jaufler Abdullah, the son of 
Ul Kader, twenty-sixth Khalif ot the house of Abbas. 

Immediately on the death of his father the allegiance of the people 
of Baghdad was renewed with due solemnity to Ul Kaeim. But the 
power of the Khelaufut being by this time reduced to little better 
than the name, the substance is to besought for in the transactions of 
those ministers, who, under the title of Ameir-ul-fimra, or whatever 
other appellation, successively usurped the entire authority of the 
state. 

Jullaul-ud-doulah dying in Shahaun, of the year four hundred and 
thirty-five, liis nephew Abu Kalinjar Merzebaun, quitted Shirauz-, 
the metropolis of the race of Buyah ; and proceeding to Baghdad, M'as 
invested, on his arrival in that city, in the course of the year tbllow’'- 
ing, with the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, which he retained to the 
period of his death in four hundred and forty ; being then succeeded 
by his son Ul Melek-ur-raheira Khossrou Keyrouz. 

Unhappily, some dissension arising l)etween the Rciss-ur-roussa« 
the vezzeir of Ui Kaeim, and Bessaussery, who held a distinguished 
rank among the Deylemites, the latter chief, in the course of four 
hundred and , forty -seven, withdrew from Baghdad ; and proceeding 

* See the incident described in Sale’s Kordn, vol. 11. p. 610, in Ui«f_note.- ‘ ' ^ 
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t» etomtait every t^dcies of depredation ttirougliotit tlic eountir, dfea’ 
patched to demand the assistance of Mdstanser the Fatimite, at this 
period prince of Egypt. The demand was readily complied with« 
and the wretched metropolis of the house of Abbas became again tlie 
scene of tumultuous rage and disturbance ; to that degree, that it wad 
found necessary to fortify with a ditch and rampart the great mosque 
of Fakher-ud-doulah the Deylemite, situated in the western quarter 
of Baghdad ; in order to protect the people, while at their devotions, 
against the violence of the licentious depredators, by whom the place 
was so cruelly infested. 

Such was the state of Baghdad, W'hen it attracted the attention of* 
Toghrel Beg, of the race of Seljuk, who had about this crisis estab- 
lished his authority in Khorassaun, and Persian Irak ; and to whom an 
alleged* invitation from U1 Kaeim to relieve hi in and his people from 
the effect of these convulsions, afforded a favorable pretext for extend- 
ing his conquests westwards. He accordingly appeared before Bagh- 
dad, and encamped in irresistible force before the gate of Shammaus- 
siah, on Monday the twenty-fifth of Ramzaun, of the year four hun- 
dred and forty -seven 

The month however had closed, when some dispute occurring be- 
tw'een the town’s people and the troopsofToghrel, with respect to some 
business in the market ; and the inhabitants proceeding to assail the 
soldiery with stones, it soon increased into a serious affray, in which 
many were killed on both sides ; and it ended in a general pillage of the 
place by the SeljAkians. In the mean time, ascribing the tumult to 
some contrivanceon the part of Melkdr-raheim, Toghrel Beg sent to 
antimate to Ul Kfteim, that if he were truly unconcerned in promoting 
the sedition, that minister would immediately repair to him. As it 
was thought prudent to comply with the intimation, the unfortunate 
minister 'BO sooner entered the camp of the SeljAkian, than his person 
was seized, and he wns'condemned topass the remainder of his days iit 
a prison. 

In the course Of the succeeding year, Toghrel Beg became master df 
^OBsfile, and tbe adjoining territory, which had been seined by the 
irehel Besnaussery ; but being unexpectedly summoned into Persiais 
Irkk in the year four hundred and fifty, to quell the revolt of hia 
* Tarikb gAscidab. t Serenteeatb of i)>eceatuer« 105£u 
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tnaternal brother IbrauTiim Niaul, who had taken possession of Ham- 

adaun, Toghrel was cons rained to draw his troops to the eastward, 

in the midst of his trium])hs ; and Bessauss.ery taking advantage of 

his absence, hastened to Haglulsid, and there imprisoning the person 

of I'l Kaeim, in Zilkaudah of the same year, proceeded to pronounce 

the Khotbah in the name of Must iusor, the l atimite KhaJif of Egypt 

already alluded to. 

^ * 

As n, howrver, as Toabrel Roerhad extinguished the ill-timed 
and iil-advist’d n^ht llion of his hrotluT, he resumed his designs upon 
^vestonl hr:k, and jnit his troops a^ain iu nuireh for Baijfhdad ; which 
w IS ah at his approach hy tlio usiirpt'r Ressaiissery. The 

Khalif I 1 Kaeim was now (*nJarj:(*d from his eonfincrneiit, anfl pro- 
retded to inert tlie Seljukiaii monarch ; who dismounting at his 
a}i])eararice, k the* L’nuiiid belore hini; and continued walking hy 
tl.e side olhis liorsi', until invited to remount hy the title of Iio/r/i\?i-- 
it^-donlah^ "I h(' two princ. s re-(»ntered llagliilad together on this 
occasion, in tin* latter part of Zilkaiulah of the year four hundred and 
l;ii \-one.* Hessaiisserv v\ as iininediately pursued to the neighhor- 
hc.od of Kufah, wlnuc' he u as ovort iken Ixd’on' tlie conclusion of the 
^ear; and tailing into the liaiids of the Sultan’s advanced guard, his 
liead was struck otl Without niucli ct reinouy, and trausmitU'd to that 
monarch ; who is said to have lanu iitet! this antiei|)atioii ofhis justice, 
since it deprived him of the oj)|>ortuuity which he had in contempla- 
tion, of r( f ifnihfo' for cr/V.f 

'J’he person whose fate \\c have ju'^t recorded, and whose spirited 
exertions, in spit(‘ of repi'ated di'^eomiiture, to resist tlicanns of Toghrel 
Ih g, lra\e hei-n detailed at cousicier.ihlc length hy several respt ct- 
ahle autlioiiiii s, w as ori'dnally the slave of Reha-ud-doulah the 
Ueylcinlte. and in eaily life hort* tlie uaine of Arslan — the lion. lie 
also hore iii(d.-criii)inatel\ the names of Ahiil ilareth, and iiessaus- 
serv ; the latter Inmi the |>i;{<M* oi his nativity near Siiirauz, of w hieli 
city he held the goveiiuucnt lor some time, under the autliority of 
Lis master. 

TraiK|uillity bring at last thoroughly established, U1 Kacdm deter- 
mined, by a doulde <*omiii’)ia'l tie, to complete liis atliance v\iiii To^h- 
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A. H. 451. r^l Beg ; and for this purpose he bestorvred npon that mesarcb his 
A. D. toeo. daughter, the princess Seydah Kbati^n, taking to himself Arslan 
Kliatdn, the daughter of Tchegher Beg, the sister of the celebrated 
Alep Arslan, and niece of Toghrel. The year following he declared 
his son Abdullah successor to the throne of the Khalifs by the title 
of MAkteddy B’illah. 

The month of Ramzaun of the year four hundred and fifty-five* was 
distinguished by the death of ToghrelBeg, who expired at Rai, whi- 
ther, at the age of sevcnt 3 % he had proceeded to consummate his union 
with the daughter of U1 Kheim. He was succeeded in his extensive 
dominionsby Alep Arslan Mahoinmcd his nephew, the son of Tchegh- 
er Beg, already mentioned. Eitkein SAlimauny was immediately 
dispatched by that prince to assume thegovernment of Baghdad ; and 
with him it continued to the year four hundred and sixty-lbur,'f when 
it was conferred upon Saud-ud-doulah Gouher Eyne ; who had 
recenth’^ distinguished himself by the capture of an emperor of Con- 
stantinople, vanquished in a great battle b^' the renowned Alep 
Arslan ; as will be hereafter noticed. 

That fearless monarch was, however, assassinated in the very yeaf 
following, on his march towards Transoxiana, by Yus-mf K&twaul, 
the governor of a petty fortress on the banks of the Jcyhun ; whom 
he had condemned to die, for what he conceived to have been a rash 
and unwarrantable defence of his post. Alep Arslan was succeeded 
by his son Melek Shah, the most accomplished and illustrious of the 
race of Seljuk. 

About two years subsequent to that period, namely, in the middle 
of Shabaun,of tjie four hundred and sixty-seventh of the Ilidjeruh,j: 
died the Khaleifah U1 Kkeim, at the age of seventy-six years, three 
months, and five days; and after having exercised the precarious func- 
ti(»ns of his station, now almost totally spiritualized, for the long 
interval of fortj’-four lunar j'cars, eight months, and two days ; which 
added to the period of his father's reign, is observed to have nearly 
equaled the entire duration of the power of the house of Ommeyah* 

U1 Kaeim is considered to have been a learned, prudent, and elo* 
l|dent prince, of distinguished virtue and liberality of spirit. 

t A. D, 1071. I April, A. D. 407% 
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Hfs conteMporaries were, in Ghezni, Midis eiud, Mahommed, and 
Abdurreshid the sons of S&ltan Mahmiid Gh^zi ; Mouddd, Ally, and 
Ibrauhim, the sons of Miissaoud, and another M6ss{loud the son of 
Moudfld : in the two countries of Ir&k and Parse, JuHaul-ud-doulah, 
Emmaud-ud'dein Ullah, and Melk-ur-raheim the t>eylemites, whose 
power was now extinguished ; and latterly in all these countries, 
Ghezni excepted, Toghrel Beg, succeeded by Alep Arslan, and hiS 
son Melek Shah, of the race of Seljok. 

Ul Mukteddy B’illah,* Abul Kaussem Abdullah the son of 
tl K^cim, twenty-seventh Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

While some historians are agr-.-ed in considering this prince as im- 
mediately the son ofl'l K&eim, there are others who stale that he was 
the grandson only of the deceased monarch, by one of his children 
who bore the name of Zekheir-ud-dein. Be this however as it may, 
the nobles and principal inhabitants of Baghdad renewed, without scru- 
ple, the allegiance already pledged during the life of his predecessor, 
and quietly submitted to the authority of Mukteddy : that autliority 
which was now more than ever confined within the lofty enclosures 
of the palace of Baghdad, and l)eyond which, witha few slight and tran- 
sient cxcep'tions, it w-as never again sutfered to extend any substantial 
influence, or controul. 

During the year four hundred and seventy-nine, f the twelfth of 
Mfiktcddy, the city of Baghdad received a peaceful visit from Sul- 
tan Melek Shah, the glory of the race of Seljuk ; whose deportment 
towards the illustrious representative of the house of Abbas, is des- 
cribed to have evinced the utmost respect and reverence. In the 
month of Suffur of the year following,^ that monarch returned to his 
capital of Isfahaun ; from whence his daughter, who had been already 
betrothed to Mukteddy, was by his directions conducted to Baghdad, 
in a style of unparalleled splendor. The princess was received on her 
arrival with extraordinary rejoicings ; and she entered the metropolis 
accompanied by the whole court of her imperial consort, amidst an 
illumination which eclipsed the stars, and set the firmament in a blaze. 
This was followed, the next day, by an entertainment of unexampled 
costand magnificence ; of the expenditure of which in other articles, 
«ome estimate may be formed, when it is said, in that of sugar only, to 
* Pci gratia assezutas. + A. D. 108u‘, t Mav, 1087. 
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have timountei^to forty thousand mi-iuns or inaunds; and.tliii#, jcailcu- 
lated at a quarter of a hundred weight per maund, will exhibit the 
moderate total ol'five hundred tons. 

Under some circiiiiistaiices of displeasure with her imperial spousej^ 
the daiigli|||jj,o£$^Ielek Shah thought fit, iiotwithstaiidiiig, to return, 
in the cofirse of four hundred and eighty -one, to the court and protec- 
tion of her father, where she died shortly atterwards. 

In the year four hundred and eighty-four JMelck Shah again visitc'd 
Baghdad ; and the year following, this illustrious monareh, having been 
seized with a fit of illness on a hunting* party in the neighl)orhood of 
that city, expired in the month oi ShavauU* just eighteen days after the 
execution of his admir'd, and faithful minister N izam-ul-mulk. Of 
jMeh‘k Shah we shall however liave o(‘easioii to reJari^ some fiirtlief 
particulars, when we come to trt‘at more immcdialely of tliis brancU 
ol’tlie race of Selji'ik. 

And, in the montli of Molnirri-n, of tlie year four hundred ajul 
eighty-seven,'!" the K haiif Mukt<‘(lily also finisiicd his eartlily career 
at the age of thirty nine; having supportt d the pageantrN oi’ tiic Klio 
laufut for a ]>eriod ofuiiieteeu lun.ir years, and four or h\v* nioiit’tv 
Contemporary with this prince were, as ai)ove recited, Sultan Meh k 
Shah, and latterly his son Sultan JJeruuiarnk, of the race oi SerpiL, 
in J’ersia and I'ransoxiana ; and in Cdieziii, Ibrauhim Shah the s»ui 
of MussAoud. It may also bo of importaiiei; t(> o!»serve that, accor- 
ding to the I'ankli guzeidah, it nas during Xlie l^helaiifiU ofMuk- 
teddy, about the year four huudrc'd and <‘iglify-tlnei‘,+ that llussun 
Sabah the first Sliaikli-ul-jebiRd, <»r old maiiV?^lie mountain, in the 
fortress of A1 Mowul, or castle ot‘ thvt eagles, in the m igliborhood 
of Kazvein, (ilie foundation ofwliich is ascribial to llussun the Zei- 
dite in tlie time of M utcwnkkel) ]>roclaim(;d the docti ines of the Iss- 
inauiliaiis, or Bowatinists ; which continue<l to lie disseminated from 
thence by that Uafiattc and his successors, until tiieir impregiiiiblc 
retreatwas finally surrendered to llollaku, in the six hundred and fifty- 
fourth .of the ^lidjerah. 

Ul 1\Iustk/hih or MiTSTEzfeniRB'i llai!,§ Abul Abbas Ahmed 
the son of Mhkteddy, twenty-eighth Khalifof the house of Abbas. 

With the immediate concurrcnc(* of Sultan Berguiaruk the son of 
Meh'k Shah, then on the sj)ot at Baghdad, the throne of the Khalilig 

* Nuvuiabe), 1 Jauuurs, 10U4. ; A. 1). 1090. 3 Dei grdUa defeubu:^. 



-’ivas asptyjded o» ^he demise of his father,, Jby Ahmed the son d Miik- 
teddy, under the title of Mustozhir B’illah. • 

SAUan lierf^uiaruk dying, in the latter Itebbeia of the year four hun- 
dred and ninety-eiijht,* the Khotbah was pronounced in the same 
nK'tropolis., in the name of his son, Mclck Shah the second: but Sultan 
Mahommed, the brother of the deceased monarch, arriving at Baghdad 
in the course of the succeeding month of J uininaudy, a treaty was 
concluded between him and his nephew, by which it was agreed that, 
the two princes should be equally associated in the royalties of the 
Khotbah. The supreme autiiority was however entirely absorbed 
in the stronger power oi' tlie uncle; with whom it continued to the 
year five hundred and eleven, when he dii'd, leaving his throne to his 
son Mahmud : who was however soon destined to yield the precedence 
to his uncle Sultan Suiijur, another of the sons of Melok Shah, who 
assumed tin; sovereign authority; leaving to his nephew, tlie govern- 
ment only of j’ei'siiui Irak. 

iMust<zliir is saici to liave enjoyed the unsubstantial glories of the 
Khelaufut, for a period of five and twenty years and a fraction ; his 
death may therefore he assi-U'd to the month of Mohurrim of the year 
li' -hundrid and twelve, J when he luul altaiiu.'d to the forty -second 
yarof Ids age. Ihe jinigmeiit of ])ost<‘iily has conferred iiiion thi.s 
Kiialiftln eliaraeterol a just and equitable prince, iii the tran.sactious 
oj ills govt rumeiit, of considerable genius in poetr}’, and of eminent 
skill in pcnniansliip. 

To this Khaliflias, by other writers, been ascribed the construction 
of the eastern rampart, or city, of Baghtlad, whicli he caused to be for- 
tified with turreled gates and ditches, lii Stevens’ history of l*ersia, 
we fmd it statt'd that the former city, which stood on tlie opposite 
bank of the Tigris in Mesopotamia, being ruined by tlie over-flowing 
oftlie river, Ul Mustezhir, or Mostecer as he calls him, removed it 
to the other sithg wdiere it now remains. Here then we discover the 
■occasion on which this celebrated metropolis was traiisterred from its 
original site, on the western bank of the Tigris, to the eastern or left 
bank of that river, on the I^ersian side. 
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In otlier respects, to the consummate prudence of MftsfezhTr ?t 
attributed, that during the whole of his reign, not a single insurrection 
occurred to disturb the tranquillity of his government. Cdntempor- 
ary with him were, as already noticed, SUltan Bergui^ruk, SAltaa 
Melek Shah the second, SAltan Mahommed, SUltan MahmAd; and 
Sultan Sunjur, of the race of SeljA'k ; Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed 
prince of Khaurezm ; and in Ghezni, Ibrauhim the son of MAssHoudy 
another MAsskoud the son, and Arslan Shah the grandson, of Ibrau- 
him. Hussun or Hassan Sabah, continued to disseminate from A1 
Mowut the doctrines of the Bouautinah, and to extend his usurpation 
through the mountains of RAdbaur. 

Ul Mustekshid, or Musterreshid B’iilah,* AbA MunsAr 
Fazzel, the son of MustezLir, twenty-ninth Klialif of the house of 
Abbas. 

The inhabitants of Baghdad, of every rank and description, unit- 
ing on the death of Mustezhir to acknowledge the claims of his son 
Fazzel, that prince was immediately in\'ested with the dignity of the 
Khelaufut, under the title of Ul Mustershid B’illah ; and among the 
few latter sovereigns of the house of Abbas, who, in the decline of 
its power, displayed some portion of zeal to revive the expiring lus- 
tre of the Khelaufut, Mustershid appears to claim a distinguished 
pre-eminence. 

Soon after his accession, he found himself however involved in a 
contest with his brother Abul Hussun, who absconded from Baghdad ; 
and continuing his flight to Hellah, and from thence to Waussit, 
there asserted his claims to the Khelaufut, and invited the people 
to submit to his authority. But the governor of Hellah, Weiss or 
Weyss the son of Sedk ah, leading an army to that quarter by direction 
of MAstershid, the ambitious prince perceived the inadequacy of his 
power to sustain a conflict, and sought for safety in the solitude of 
the desert. He fell however ultimately into the bands of those who 
were in search of him, and was conveyed to the presence of MAster- 
shid ; who signalized his triumpji on the occasion, by humanely spar- 
ing the life of his misguided Wither. 

The genius of discord having produced amisunderstanding between 
the Khalif, and the chief of whose services he had availed himself on 

* Dei gratis lectiu. 



occasion, it tenninated in the course of the year five hundred and 
seventeen, in open hostility. In a desperate battle which took place 
between the parties, the issue w’as favorable to the standard of Miis- 
tershid, who returned in triumph to his metropolis ; while Weiss the 
vanquished rebel withdrew to the court of Sdltan Toghrel the Seljd- 
kian ; whom, about two years subsequent to his defeat, that is in the 
five hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah, he prevailed upon to 
undertake the reduction of Baghdad. The Khalif, however, resolutely 
prepared to repel the danger, and assembling his troops, proceeded at 
their head to oppose the invaders. Receiving intelligence of the 
departure of Mustershid from his capital, his aggressors conceived it 
expedient to separate their force ; Sultan Toghrel directing his march 
immediately for Baghdttd, while the rebellious Weiss sought to oppose 
himself to the person of his sovereign. It happened, providentially at 
this crisis, that Sultan Togrel should experience a severe attack of 
fever and ague, and such heavy and incessant rains came on, as to 
render the march of the Seljukians totally impracticable. At the 
same period, Weiss was endeavoring by a forced march under cover 
of the night, to surprise the camp of Mustershid : but losing his way^ 
he continued to wander about at the head of his troops until day light ; 
wlien exliausted with fatigue and exertion, he was compelled to 
encamp on the first plain that presented itself. To complete the 
chain of circumstances, which fortuitously concurred to liberate Miis. 
torshid, from the danger which thus menaced him on all sides, that 
inonaroli, who had been abandoned by the greater part of his army on 
information that Sultan Toghrel was pushing for Baghdad, chanced 
to arrive with a few followers, on the very spot where the division of 
Weiss lay encamped, overwhelmed in sleep and weariness. The 
astonished rebel awoke to the mortification of being a suppliant for 
lifc,at the mercy of his offeuiled sovereign; who gave, on this occasion, 
a further proof of his clement spirit by pardoning the traitor, and suf- 
fering him to rejoin the troops of SAltan Toghrel ; whom he accom- 
panied on his retreat to Hamadaun. 

Sviltan Mahmhd the son of Mahommed, and grandson of Melek 
Shah the first, dying in the month ofShavaul ofthe year five hundred 
and twenty five, the Khotbah was recited at Baghdad, early in the 
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course of five hunclredand twenty nine, fatally prevailed on Mustershrcl 

to strike his name from the public invocations and prayers, and to lead 
an army to attack the dominions of the Seljukian. In the neighbor- 
hood of Dainur he was met and defeaU*d by Sultan Mi^ssaoud ; and 
disdaining to quit the field of battle, tell together with his Vezzeir into 
the hands of the conqut Tor, who committing his illustrious captive to 
the custody of a proper escort, proceeded with hiin into Azcrbaijairn. 

On his arrival at Meraughah the Sfiltan conceived the design of set- 
ting his captive at large; on his engaging to remit him annually, from 
the revenues of Baghdad the sum of two hundred tl'ousnnd dinaurs,* 
■and to abstain for the future from all hostility. But wliile tliis arrange- 
ment M’as, either really or pretcmledly, in contemplation, one of the 
devoted enthusiastsattached to theSliaikh-uI-ieI)b< 1, found means one 
day, through the negligence of his guards, to enter the Khalii’s tent, 
whom he murdered on the spot. Some writers, Irowevor, do unt hesi- 
tate to affirm that this nefarious transa<‘tiou M as j)er}u trated by the 
express and immediate direction of MAssaoud. In the moan time 
tile inhabitants of Meraughah have been ever since stigmatized 
with the appellation of Khaleifah-knsh — munhura of the prophet's 
successor. Such, at all events, in the month of Itmljnb of the year 
five liiindred and twenty-nine.'j’ is represented to Iiavi* been tlie fate of 
' IViU.stershid, at the age of forty-three, and after a turbulent reign of 
about seventeen lunar yeais and six months. 

Mustershid has acquired, as u e liave already premised, among his- 
torians, the character oi a magnanimous prince, distinguished in 
particular for the spirit A\ith whicli he endeavour«-d to check the 
encroachments of the race ofSeljuk. Neither has lie (teen less eulog- 
ized for his profound knowledge in theinystcrious readings of the Korrui, 
and in the traditional doctrines of the prophet; in conseijucnce of which 
he became in a great measure the oracle oftheage in which he lived. 
He surpassed moreover in the powem of elocution, and in the rare 
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Btid estimable talent of communicating a multitude of id^as within the A. H. 539. 
compass of the fewest words, A. D. 1135. 

Contemporary with this Khalif, were in Khorassaun and Persian 
Ir&k, Sultan Sunjurthe son, and Mahmud, Toghrcl, and Aluss^oud the *’**“'^**** 
grandsons of Melek Shah ; in Chczni, Arslan Shah, Behram Shah, and 
Ihrauhim the son of Mussaoud ; and in Khaurezin, Kiktbud-dein 
Mahommed. llussun Sabah died during the reign of Mdstcrshid« 
and was succeeded in the territories of A1 Mowut by Buzarg Omeyd; 
of whom hereafter. 

Ul llAsniD B’ r.LT.j\n,* Aim Jauffer Munsur, the son of Muster- 
shid, thirtieth Khalit* of tli(‘ house of Ahhas. 

lutelli^cnce of the assassination of Mustershid being conveyed to Ul B*it- 

Bap^lidild, the nobility and piincipal iiihal)itants, on Monday the J-Aii,X\\tbK.ha. 
twenty-scvontli of Z\ kaudali, of the year five hundred and twenty- 
nine,-!- proceeded to estalilisli his son Muiisur on the throne of the 
Kh aliCs; to wlioni they immediately engaged their allegiance under 
the title of LI Ilasliid ii’iliah. 

Soon after his accession, an agent arrived at Baghdad, to demand 
from Ilasliid, on the part of Sultan Mussaoud, the tribute alleged to 
have b<en agreed upon witli his father; an agreement which he dis- 
'iatned however to ratiiy, and in coiijuuetioii with the inhabitants, he 
immediately proceodetl, sword in hand, to expel from the city, ail the 
odicers of the house Seijuk. Ciuler these circumstances Duoud the 
son of Malimiid, graiulson of Melek Shah, from Azerbaijaun, and ' 
jMiimitud-ud-deiii Zengui, from Mossul, appearing at Baghdad, the 
Khalif embraced the opportunity of substituting the name of Daoud 
in the Khotbah, or peroration of the Khateibs, in the room of that of 
iSSuss&oud ; which was discontinued without further ccremoin'. 

This act of undisguised defiance drew upon U1 Rashid, shortly 
afterwards, the vengeanee of Sultan MCissaoud, who now appeared 
before the walls of Bagiidad at tlic head of a formidable army ; but the 
inhabitants uniting in a resolute defence of the town, the Sultan after 
a siege of fifty days, drew off towards Neherwaun : and the Khalif 
availing himself of the opportunity, hastened towards Mossul, in com- 
pany with Emmaud-ud-dein. From thence, at a subsequent period^ 
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he proceeded to eraughati, on a visit to the grave of his father ; anS 
from this time continued to wander through the ditferent province® 
of the empire, until the month of Ilamzaun, of the year five hundri'd 
and thirty-two ;* when, on the twenty-seventh of that month, in an 
attempt to reduce the city of Isfiihaun^ he tvas also put todeath by an 
assassin before the walls of that place. 

U1 Rashid had been extruded from the Khelaufnt, at the expiration 
of little more than a twelve month from his accession ; and at the 
period of his assassination had attained to the age of forty-three. 
Contemporary were in Khorassaun, of the race Seljuk, Sultan Sun- 
jnr, and in Irak the above mentioned Sultan Mussaoud ; in Khanreztn 
V'ltcssnrz ; and in A1 Mowut the speculations of the Bovvautinah, or 
Esoterists, continued to he propagated by Ruzurg Oineyd. 

Ul Mckteffv L’immeb Abu Abdullah Maliommcd, 

the son of Mflstezhir, thirty, first Khalif of the hoiiseofAl>i)as. 

Abandoned by L'l Rashitl in the m-anner just related, IVaghdad with 
the territory dependant on it, was soon afterwards taken possession of 
by Sultan Mussaoud ; who, with the concurrence of the principal iii- 
habitarits, proceeded to pronounce the fugitive monarch formally 
deposed, and to inaugurate his nephew Mahommed, the son of Alus- 
tezhir, in the dignity ot the Khclauuit, by the title of Muktefiy-l-im- 
mer-Ullah. The entire authority' of the government was, howevt;r, 
exercised with unlimited coiitroul by the Sultan, by wliom the new 
made Khalif was totally precluded from every share of power. And 
thus atfuirs continued until the year five hundred and tbrty ; when on 
the death of the Seljakian monarch, the splendor of the hihelaufut 
was fora time, in some measure restored ; Mukteffy no longer per- 
mitting any' of the princes of the race of Seljuk to eater the gates of 
his capital. 

The year five hundred and forty-nine, the eighteenth of the Khalif 
Mukteffy, will be ever m<'iuoral)ie for the birth of the invincible 
Tchenguciz, or Jengueiz Kaun, which took place at Deylun .Veldak, j: 
in the country oi the .Moghuls, according to our author, on the twen- 
tieth day of the month of Zilkaudah.§ llis father, Beysouka Bahauae{» 
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tfpf, Vplr? jnst tlipn returned from a successful expedition against A. H. 54^, 
some of the Tartar hordes, (the Sou Moghuls, according to Mr. Petis A. D. 1155. 
cle la Croix) in which he had defeated one of their principal chiefs 
calh'd Temutchin, gave to his new born son the name of the van- 
quished sovereign, which he retained for forty-nine years afterwards ; 
to the period, when he was solemnly inaugurated by the Kuriltai, ot 
■general diet of theTartar nations, as their universal sovereign, under the 
title ofJengueiz Knaun, or king of kings. Tliis fearful slaughterer of 
nations is stated to have been ushered into light with a mass of con- 
g('aled blood in his grasp, which was predicted to denote the dreadful 
havoc w Iiich he was destined to occasion among his enemies : but of 
him, much more hereaiter. 

In fi\e liiindred and fifty-one, the city of Baghdad was exposed td 
anotluT siege from Sultan Mahommed, the son of Mahmud, of the race 
ot Seljuk, by whom, at the head of a great army, it was invested in th6 
course of the year. Before he could however effect bis purpose in 
the reduction of the place, he was eoinpelU'd to raise the siege by the 
at irming intelligence which he received, of the revolt of his brother, irt 
Pe rsian liiik. 

The following year MuktoATv, having finished a gate of exquisite 
workinansliip for the sanctuary of the Kaaubali, transmitted the same 
to Mekkidi ; and directing the ancient one to be conveyed to'Baghdad, 
of that formed a coffin for himself. 

lie survived tliis period about three years, d 3 'ing in the five hun- 
dred and fiitv-fifih of the IIidjerali,*at the age of sixty-six, and aftiT 
a reign of four and twenty years, three months, and twenty -one days; 
with the eharacter of a mild and boiieficont prince, distinguished, 
w Idle he lu Id the controul, for the justice of his government. 

I’l MrsTt'>jrD, or Mvstaxjer B’ili.am,^ Aln'il .Muzuffer 
\i‘ssnf, the son of Muktcfly, thirt} -second Khalif of the house of 
A!)bas. 

Having been already nominated to the succession, during (he life of ut MrsTrwjm 
his fatlu r, the homage anvl submission of the principal inhabitants of i 
iJaght.ad was, onhisdeaih, immediately transferred toMustunjid. Dur- *^**‘‘^‘** 

• A, D. llflO. 1 r>ci gratia audax. 
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A* H. S55. ing the illness of the late Khalif, the succession had been aspired toby 
A.D. 1160. Ally, another of the sons of Mukteffy, who with that view was 
Khulaussut- known, in concert with his mother, to have been forming designs against 
iil-«klibaur. brother. For these reasons Mustunjid w'as no sooner firmly seated 
on his throne, than he conceived it expedient to secure himself against 
any further machinations from the same quarter, by lodging the as- 
piring prince within tlie walls of a prison. Some unfortunate females 
of the haram, accomplices in his design, were liowever thrown into the 
Tigris. 

Baling these instances of unavoidable severity, the reign of Mhstunjid 
was distinguished, for its wholesome regulations to promote the ends 
of justice, to relieve the distresses of the indigent, and to punish the 
crimes, and usurpations of vice and oppression. In one circumstance 
he may perhaps be quoted as an example for the imitation ofsov’er- 
eigns far mor<‘ illustrious. lie was a determined discourager ofdetraction 
in all its disguises. As a proof of this, it is related, that having con- 
signed to a prison one of his subjects who had been found gndty of 
defaming, or perhaps informing against his neighbour, he w’as, at the 
expiration of a reasonable interval, applied to by one of the friends of 
the delinquent for his release, wdth an oiler of ten thousand dinaurs* 
if he acceded to the application ; to which the Khalif observed in an- 
wer, that if, on the contrary, the proposer of this request would engage 
to discover another person guilty of similar defamatory i)racticcs, so 
as to bring him to coiifineincnt, he would, for his part, for such a piece 
of service, promise him a reward of the same sum of tea thousand 
dinaurs. 

But, whatever were his virtues, or his defects, MAstunjid passed 
from this world to that wtjich is more permanent, in the five hundred 
and sixty sixth of the 11 idjerah,'j’ the fifty-sixth of his age, and after dis« 
c' argingthe functions of the Khelaufut for eleven years, one mouth 
and a few davs. 

Contemporary with this Khaleifali were, in the Peesjan empire, Ma- 
lioinmedthe son of Mahmud, his uncle Suliman Shalt, and his couzm 
Arslan Shah the son of Toglirel, of the race of Seljuk ; in Shirauz, tue 

\ About 4,0bai. Oil. Od. t A. D. Il70. 



Autabeks Sunjur the son of MoudOd, and his brother Zengui of the A. H. sse. 
race of Sulgher : in Khaurezm Aeil Arslan : and in RQdbaur and A 1 A. D. 1170. 
mowut Mahommedthesoiiof Bizdrg Omeyd maintained the doctrines 
of the liowautinists It was at the commencement of the Khelaufut 
of Mdstunjid, namely in the five hundred and fifty fifth of the Ilid- 
jerah, that the empire of the Gheznians, became extinct in Khossrou 
Shah, the last monarch of the race of Sebekteggin ; it was then trans- 
ferred to the princes of Ghour. 

UlMustunz V, or Mustezzey Bejsur Ilt.ah,* AbuMahommed 
Hussun, the son of Mustuiijid, thirty-third Khalif of the house of 
Abbas. 

On the day of Ills father’s dissolution, Mustunzy hastened to decor- 
ate his brows with the diadem of the Khelaufut, and signalized his 
accession by an extensive and liberal display of his bounty. 

Here it may be seasonable to observe, that some years antecedent 
to the period under consideration, namely, about the five hundred and 
sixty-third of the Hid jerah, theKatiinitc Khalif of Egypt, Azzyd-ud- 
dein I'llah, terrifitjd by a formidable invasion of the Ferrengs or Franks, 
or Western Christians, had agreed to purchase their forbearance for a 
ransom of one million of dinaurs which soracdelegates fromthe chris- Fl Mustunzy, 
tian army had already entered Kaherah,or Cairo to receive. This wms Kaalif. 

bow'everacircumstancetoohumiliatingforthe digestion of the haughty 
JMossleins ; and they accordingly determined, with the concurrence (»f 
Azzyd-ud-deiii, to aj»ply for the assistance of Nur-ud-dein Mahmud 
prince of Damascus and Syria, an ally of the Abbasides. In compli- 
ance with their application, a force of eighty thousand cavalry was 
immediately dispatched by that chief to the relief of the Egyptians, 
under the command of Assud-ud-dein Sfieirkouh. Tiie Franks, rcy- 
iiard-like, betook themselves to a precipitate llight on the approach 
of thisgeneral ; w'ho mailc his entrance into the metropolis ofKaherah 
in the latter Uebbeia of the year five hundred and sixty tbur,J and wms 
immediately invested with the dignity of Vezzeir. But as he died at 
the expiratiotfbf sixty-five days, the appointment was conferred by the 
Fatimite, the last of this dinasty, upon Sullah-ud-dein Yussuf the son 

* Dei bjileudore illumiiutus, t About 45a,333l. G:*. 8d. alUic__lonc»t couiputatioa, 
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A. H. 6W, of Ayub, the nephew of the deceased; in whom we arfe to reco^i^ 
A D. 1170. jjje celt'brateci Saludin, the warlike and distinguished opponent of tho 
Kiioiaii-.sur- crusaders. 

vlaklihaiir. very little time, the new Vezzeir usurped to himself the entire 

controui and government of the country, excluding the ministers or 
the Egyptian Khalif from every vestige of authority ; which being an- 
nounced to his superior the Sultan of Damascus, a message was dis- 
patched by the latter to Sullah-ud-dein, requiring that the coin of the 
province should be struck, and the Khotbah repeated in the name of 
Mustunzy. To this after some demur, and the message had been 
repeated, Sullah-ud-dein, by the advice of his principal officers, at last 
consented; and the name of Mdstunzy was accordingly proclaimed in 
the Khotbah, in Mohurrim of the year five hur>d red and si xt3' seven,* 
while the unfortunate Azzyd-ud-dein lav stretched on the bed of sick*- 
ness. In the course of the same week he was suffered to expire uncon- 
scious of the degradation ; and thus terminated the power of the 
Issmailian Khalifs of Egypt, the descendants of Ally and Fatima, when, 
from the revolt of Abftl Kaussem Mahomnn'd, entitled Mehedv, in 
Africa and the west, about the two hundred and ninety -sixth of the 
llidjerah,-^ it had subsisted for a ptTiod of two hundred and seventy 
one lunar years. The province of Egypt, unless the empty compli- 
ment of the Khotbah paid to the house of Abbas, be considered some 
abatement, now devolved infull sovereignty toSullah-ud-dein ; in whose 
possession, and that ofhis descendants, it continued long afterwards. 

In the early part of the reign of Mustunzv, the jjowers ofhis gfovern- 
ment became almost entirely invested in Kuttfib-ud-dein Keymaur ; 
and when, to the honours already heaped upon him, had been added 
the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, that minister proceeded to intrude him- 
self into every department of the state, communicating with his sover- 
eign or otherwise, as seemed convenient to his own discretion. At last 
in the year five hundred and seventy, having made an attempt to seize 
•he person of Zeht ir-ud-dein Attaur, one of the Khaljf’s particular 
household, this officer fled for protection to the palace’of his .master: 
'yr.hither, after the pillage ofhis house, andthe destruction of his pro- 

• .SeptemiMT, M71. 

* An event, which is said to have been foretold by the prophet, iu these wordsi “ At the- 
‘**eud of the third century asuu shall arise in the west." 
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Jierty, he was followed by Kuttub-ud>dcin, accompanied by a num- 
ber of his Ameirs, and a prodigious inuititude assembled as spectators. 
1-learing the uproar before liis jialace, Mustunzy, already aware of the 
occasion, hastened to one of the terraces ; and shewing himself to the 
people, told them aloud, that Keymaur had violated his duty, that 
his property was at their disposal, and his blood at that of an offended 
master. With their usual promptitude, the populace hastened to avail' 
themselves of the intimation, and proceeded in a body straight to the 
habitation of the obnoxious minister. The latter contrived, however,* 
to anticipate their arrival, -and endeavored for some time to prevail upon 
them to forget their views of plunder; but to little purpose. The 
multitude tlu'onged so violently about his doors, that finding the means 
of escape in front entirely cut olf, he was ultimately compelled to 
retire by a breach in the l)ack wall of the house, and fly towards 
^lossule; and he p<;risihed on the way to that place. As a proof of tiie 
extravagance to which this man had carried his ideas of magnificence, 
it is mentioned, that in the place to which he retired on necci'.ss.jry. 
occasions, a cnain ofgoldwas suspended from the roof to rest his hands 
upon, and a case of the same precious metal, charged with musk, and 
auiin '', and the most expensive aromatics, always stood in the same 
apaitmi'Ut, to guard his senses against the approach of offensive 
odours. 

In the month of Shavaul of the year five hundred and seventy-five,* 
the Khalif Mustunzy hastened, at the age of thirty nine, to the bosom 
of his creator’s mercy ; liaving exercised the now unsubstantial pow^ers 
of the Ivlielaiifut for a period of rune years and eight months. With 
the name of the sainted Imaum llussun, he is said to have inherited 
the benevolent disposition ot that blameless prince; and this is recorded 
as a felicity to which no other Ivhulif but Mustunzy w'as ever permitted 
to attain. 

Contemporaries with Mustunzy w'ere, in Khoras.saun and Irak Ajem, 
Arslan the son of 'rogbrcl, and his son Toghrel, of the race of Seljuk; 
in Khaurezm, ^Arslan Shall, and bis sons STilian Shah, and Tokesh 
Liiaun ; ami in A1 Mowut, Hussun or Uassan the son oi'Mahouuued 

* Marcs, A. D. 1160, 
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BuzArg Omeyd, and his son also of the name of Mahommed, the 
Bouatinists. 

Ul Nausser-ud-dein Ullah* AbAl Abbas Ahmed son of MAs- 
tunzy, thirty-fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

In conformity with the will of his father, Abul Abbas Ahmed on 
the demise of Mustunzy invested himself, without opposition, with the 
cares of government, under the title of U1 Nausser-ud-dein-Ullah ; and 
he is said to have surpassed in the subtilty of his genius, the liberality 
of his disposition, and the numerous excellenciesof his understanding; 
all which heapplied, with unremittingassiduity, to promote and secure 
the comfort and happiness of his subjects of every description. He 
is further represented as the founder of a great variety of charitable 
establishments, of mosques, and lodges for tlie accommodation of tra- 
vellers, which he left as monuments of his public spirit ; and lastly 
to have strenuously exerted the whole influence of his authority and 
example, to advance the prosperity of lsslam,andto abolish the corrup- 
tions, which had in numerous instances been introduced into the svs- 
tern of his faith. 

For a period of fourteen years, in which he was perhaps permitted 
to gratify a laudable disposition to cultivate the artsof peace, vvitliout 
the interference of foreign usurpation, we find little recorded of the 
reign of this prince, until the year five hundred and ninety; when hav- 
ing conferred the dignity of Vezzeir upon Mueyud-ud-deiri Mahoni- 
med, denominated the butcher’s boy, (Eben-e-Kussaub) he sent him 
at the head ofa considerable force to reduce the province of KhAzis- 
taun, which was brought, thus once more, under the authority of the 
Khalils ; and three years afterwards, in the five hundred and ninety- 
third of the Hidjerah,tone of U1 Nausser’s Maumhiks, of the name of 
Sunjur, extended the authority of his master into the territory of 
Laristaun. 

Under the year six hundred and four, an ordnance of U1 Nausser’s 
is adverted to, which appears to have had for its object the removal 
of vexatious restrictions from the commercial intercourse of his people ; 
fiincG by virtue thereof his ofificers were prohibited from exacting, of 
* Dei litUi defeiuor. f A. D. ll&O, 
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perhaps requiring the production of the tumghau, charter, or patent, A. tt. (As. 
from such as were employed in the purchase or sale, of any article of A. D. 1217. 

4.^1^ Kliolaussut- 

, ul-akhbaHi. 

From some traces of a correspondence between this Khalif, and Sultan 
Shahaub>ud-dein Ghoury, discovered among the papers of the latter 
prin?e on the conquest of Ghczni, by Sultan Mahommed king of 
Kbaurezm, that monarch had long entertained designs of hostility 
against L’l Nausser; and in the six hundred and fourteenth of the 
llidjcrah, having pledged his allegiance to Alla-ul-muik Termezy as 
counter-Khaleifah, he prepared to carry his scheme of vengeance 
into further execution, by advancing towards BaghdM with an army 
of three hundred thousand men. To avert, if possible, the storm which 
threatened to overwhelm him, U 1 Nausser dispatched Shaikh Sha^*' 
haub-ud-dein Sheherverdy to negociate some sort of accommodation 
with the Khaureztnian, whom he found encamped in the neighbor- 
hood of Ilamadaun. After experiencing considerable difficulty and 
delay, the envoy was at last admitted to theSultan’spavilion ; where his 
rt ception was as discouraging as primarj' obstacles might have taught 
iiiin to expect ; the Khaurezmian not even deigning to return his salu- 
tation. He proceeded, however, to discharge the object of his mission* 
without producing the slightest impression in favor of his sovereign ; 
to whom he accordingly returned, shortly afterwards, to report the mor- 
tilying hiilure. The inhabitantsof Baghdad were therefore constrained 
to reconcile their minds to meet the dangers of an approaching siege. 

But on entering the passes of Hulwaun, the Sultan experienced such, 
intensity of cold, and heavy falls of snow, it being then the commence- 
ment of winter, that his army was rendered totally incapable of move- 
ment ; and the whole of his cattle perishing through the severity of the 
weather, he was in this state compelled to withdravfr into his owu 
territories, in order to recruit and restore his shattered equipments. 

He had however not yet quitted the provinces of Persian Irak on his 
return, when the messengers of Ghaeir Khaun, the governor of Otraur, 
reached bis camp, to request his permission to put to death the mer- 
chants arrived from the court of Jengueiz ; on the pretext thatthey were 
emissaries employed toexplorethesituationandstrcngth ofthe country* 
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A. H. Tp this perfidious request, it w^shis misfortune to.R£cecLe>,And to pro^i 
A. P. 1217. fearful tide ofvcngeance vvhicli drenched his^cpuntTjj- j«. bloodt, 

and terminated in his own destruction; but of which the clrcuinstance^i 
will belaid before tho reader in a future page. 

]from the horrors aqd apprehensions of these dreadful events, the. 
Khnlif UlNausser w'«s fortunately removed by the hand of death, on 
the first of tjie month ofShavaul,* of theyear six hundrodand twenty two 
and at the age of sixty nine. In the duration of his reign, which was, 
extended.through the protracted period of six and forty years, and two 
months, he surpassed all the monarchs who sat on the throne of the, 
Khelaufut, either before or after hiiii ; but notwithstanding the praises 
bestowed upon his memory, for the liberal application of his treasuru.s 
works, of charity and public benefit, the author is in the sequel 
constrained to ackiiow Udge, that his avidity to accumulate wealth, 
rvas carried to such a degree, that the effects of every' mercluiiit who. 
died at, Baghdad, were invariably seized for, his use; not the slightest 
article being allowed to revert to the heirs of the deceased. 

The Persian branch of the race of Seljuk was extinguished during 
the reign of UlNausser, by the Khaureziuiaiis ; aud the latter, in their, 
turn, were compelled to recede before the countless myriads of the 
invincible Jengueiz ; who had by this time extended liis eonque.sts 
from the seas of Japan to the north-eastern limits of the Persian empire. 

Ui.Za«ERB’ii.LAHt Abu Nasser Mahommed, theson ofUlNausser, 
thirty-fifth Klialif of the house of Abbas. 

.In the early part of the preceding reign this prince had been nomi* 
nated to the succession; but by some means or other incurring the, 
^^XXXVtli displeasure of his father, he was degraded from his prospective honors, 
j jhniif. and the title of heir apparent transferred to a second brother, of the 

name of Ally. The latter dying, however, before the father, tlie uom« 
ination became confirmed in L’l Zaher, although he was still con- 
demned to consume hir days in a prison ; from w lienee he was only 
released, on the death of U1 Nausser, by the cordial and unanimous 
zeal of the people ; who in all their gradations proflered. on that event 
a willi^ig^ homage to his authority. But, having already attained Uh 

• October 5tb, A. D. 1225. t Oci gratia viiicciis. 
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tfie-jtge tjf fifty Ire cbuldriot foi^»ear elrpreSsingfeottte disconrag- a. H. B22. 
itig presages as to the duration of his reigft : it was easy, he remarked, A. D. laas. 
to calciflate the profits of a man’s business, whose shop was not 
opened until the third hour of prayer. He proved, however, a just 
and pious monarch, labouring to the utmost of his power to restrain 
the enormities of the oppressor; and he conspicuously evinced his 
benevolent spirit, by Setting at large all those who languished in prison 
for exchequer debts; and, contrary to the practice of his father’s reign, 
by prohibiting the pestilent class of spies and informers, from inter- 
fering with, or disclosing the secrets and private pursuits of the people. 

The benevolent views of Ul Zaher W'ere early destined to be cir- 
cumscribed by the hand of death. He expired, after a short reign of 
eight months, and fourteen days, on the thirteenth of Rudjub, of the 
year six hundred and twenty-three.* 

His coutemporaric's were, overtlie greater part of the oriental world, 
the resisih ss .lengueiz ; in Farss, Saud Zengui ; and in A1 Mowut and 
the territory of the Shaikli-iil .Jubbel, Alla-ud-dein. 

L'l. MnsTrxsEK or .MrsTA.NCER U’illah, Abh Jauffer Munsur, 
the son of Tl Zaher, thirty-sixth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Ihlually distinguished liy his virtues and estimable qualities, Mils- 
tunser was acknowledged successor to the throne of the Khalifs, im- 
mediately on the death of Ids father. Ilis reign being, however, for 
the greater part, devoted to cultivate the pursuits of peace and bene- 
voh'iice, occupies, as might be expected, but a small place in our 
author’s attention. 

We shall here briefly notice, that in the second year of Mustunser, 
namelv, on the fourth of Ilamzaun, of the. \’car six hundred and twenty Mcstuvse* 

■ , . , Brei.Aii, 

four,'!' remarkable at the same time, as the day of his birth, and of his \X.XVIti» Ki.,.i.v 
accession to imperial power, died that direful scourge of nations, the 
imincible Jengueiz Kaun; whose destructive career will, in a future 
page, more particularly claim the attention of the reader. 

The study of Mustunser continued, in the mean time, to be taken up 
in promoting the hapinness of his people ; and as a proof that this was 
an object which seemed to form at the same time his business and his 
pleasure, it is related from the Rouzut Us-SulIa, that a few days pre- 
vious to one of the principal Mahominedan festivals, either the Eid- 
JiiK lOtli. A. D. 122G. + August ICth, A. D. i227. 
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A. If. 024-32. -ul-Fetret, at the conclusion of the fast x>f RamzauO) or the Eid^e* 
A. p. 1227-34« Korbaun, or festival of sacrilice.on the tenth of Zilhudje, he was walk- 
ing on the terrace of his palace ; when, observing the roofs-of all the 
neighboring houses overspread with apparel, he demanded of his vez- 
zeir the occasion of it. The minister informed him, that the inhabi- 
tants had been washing their clothes, in order to appear with decency 
on the ensuing festival. Oft this, expressing his concern and ignor- 
ance, that his good people of Baghdiid were in such circumstances, as 
to be precluded the comfort of a new suit, to assist in the pul)lic fes- 
tivals of their country, the Khalif gave orders that his goldsmiths 
should prepare a vast number of small bulls of gohl ; which distribut- 
ing to his domestics, he caused to be shot, with j)ellet bows, into the 
different houses throughout the citv. Fromstich a circumstance, it 
is not improbable that Mftstunser may have nicunvil the charge of 
prodigality ; through which, according to some historians, he is alleged 
to have ultimately reduced himself to pfiverty. 

On one occasion it, however, appears Iroin respectable authority ,*that 
the energies ot this Khalifcouldon emergency unfold themselves in the 
arrangements of a warlike undertaking. A body of Moghuls under 
Manju Nflyan, one of their principal commanders, had laid siege to the 
city ofArdebeil; and compelled the inhabitants to withdraw in to the cas- 
tle or citadel, from whence they dispatched to implore the assistance of 
Mustunser. It happened to be about the period of annual visitation 
to Mekkah, and the monarch immediately availed himself of the op- 
portunity to awaken the zeal of the Hadjies to take up arms against 
those ferocious infidels. Bv this means he succeeded in assembling 
a numerous and formidable army, which, under one of his generals, he 
sent to the relief of Ardebeil. The Moghfils were attacked and de- 
• feated with greatslaughter ; and tlieeffectual, though perhaps temporary 

relief of the besieged, with a prodigious booty, became the reward of 
the conquerors. Neither is it improbable that this was followed by 
other similar successes, which the troops ofMfistunser are elsewhere 
represented to haveobtained, over the desolators of the Persian empire. 

An illustrious monument of the magnificence of this prince was the 
college of Mustansriah ; of which he laid the foundation in the month 
of Uudjub, of the year six hundred and twenty five, and which wan 

* Tarikb gftzeidali. 



completed in six hundred and thirty two. It is described as the most 
splendid and extensive endowment established on one spot, by any 
monarch, as a memorial of liberality and love of science. 

The death of Mustunser is recorded to have taken place in the six 
hundred and fortieth of the Hidjcrah, at the age of fifty one ; andafter an 
auspicious and succesful reign, as it his ajleged, of sixteen years, two, 
or perhaps, ten months, and some days ; which latter would fix the pre- 
cise period of thiseventtoabout the twentieth ofthe former Jummaudy.* 
If the statements of the Tarikh ghzeidah are in any degree entitled to 
belief, Mfistunser had, indeed, by the blessings of his administration, 
rendered the territory of the Arabs the envy of heaven itself; having 
banished from the land everv vestisre of distress and desolation. But 
to furnish something more than bare assertion, to direct the judgment 
J)y, it is added, that the revenues of Arabian Irak, Khuzistaun, and 
Knrdestaiui, with partof Diaurbekir and St^ria, to which this monarch 
had extended the waning power of the Khelaufut, and which, in the 
subsc<jucnt period at which the author wrote his history, yielded to the 
treasury not more than six hundred tomauns.'^' or abouteighteen thou- 
and rupees, conveyed to the exchequer of Mhstunser the sum of si* 
thousand six hundred toniauns ; which, at thirty rupees of two and 
.jix pence! each, would amount to about twenty four thousand seven 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling ; making a difference of eleven to 
one in less than a century. 

Contemporary with Mustunser were, first, on the death of his father, 
Ougtay or Oktai, the third son of Jengueiz ; in Farss Saud Zengui, 
and Abu Bukker the son of Saud, the Sulgherites ; in Kermaun, Bfti’- 
auk the son of Hajeb, and his son Mubaurek Khaujeh : in the other 
parts ofthe Persian empire, Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein, the son of Mahom- 
med thcKhaurezmian ; and in A1 Mowut, the principles of Bouatinism, 
and the mystic allusions of the Koran, continued to be asserted by 
Alla-ud-dein. 

Ul Mustaussem B’ilt.ah-ui--wauhed,J the son of Abdullah, 
son ofMiistunser, thirty-seventh and last Khalifofthe house of Abbas. 

* Novembor A. D. 1242. 

t lu the reigns of Akbar and Jali&ngueir, the Per ..an tomaun was Caiimated at thirty 
rupees, 
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By a certain class of historians, Ul Mustatissem has'bepn estimate 
the four and twentieth in descent fsom Abbas, as may be traced in 
the note annexed to this page ;* while by others, who contend that 
Mukteddy was the grandson only of Ul K^eim, be is made the twenty 
fifth. However this may be determined, it seems generally understood 
that as Mustaussem was the last, he was also the haughtiest, and most 
ostentations of all the monarchs of his race. In the same degree is he 
also stated to have surpassed the whole of his predecessors, in the vast 
accumulation of treasure and jewels, of superb and costly furniture, 
and in the sumptuous display of imperial apparatus, in all its variety. 
Ko less than four hundred domestics were employed in the ordinary 
service of his palace, and four and twenty thousand horsemen were 
maintained at the expeuceofhis private treasury. Such, moreover, 
was the fastidious pomp of his court, that not one of the potentates of the 
surrounding regions, not the most distinguished prince or noble, no 
rank, or dignity, however illustrious, couhlapproach the presence of the 
last of the Khaleifahs. Among other expedients, devised to produce 
au impression of awe for the sacred character of his person, a block of 
marble, similar to the black stoneof the sanctuary at Mekkah, was fixed 
at the entrance of the imperial apartment, and from the arched ro( f 
depended apiece ofhlack satin, in the form of along sleeve ; with whiidi, 
in the same mariner as is observed with the veil, or covering of the sanc- 
tuary, the people touched their eyes, while they kissed the marble at 
the threshold. This, and much more, might peradventiire be affirmed, 
in order to shed its utmost lustre round the declining star of the Khe- 
laufut, before it finally cast its splendors into the guiph of perennial 
night. It is at the same time remarked that Mustaussem, on succeeding 
to the throne of his anccstocs, exhibited such a singular display of gran- 
deur and maguificeuce, that the report of k was conveyed to the remo- 
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teJft regions of tlie earth ; of which, the most powerful sovereigns of the A. H. 04®; 

east and we^t, and of every degree, either by pronouncing the Khotbah A. D. 1342^ 

in his name, or by other testimonies, hastened to offer their homage of 

, . . ^ guzeiudh® 

allegiance to his superior authority. 

The office of Vezzeir becoming vacant, in the year six hundred and 
forty two, by the death of Nusseir-ud-dein Mahoinmed the son of U1 
Naffei, who had filled the same important station under the reign of 
MCkstUnser, it was' now conferred by Mustaussem upon Abitauleb 
Mueyud-ud-dein MahommedjSurnamcd the son of the Alkemite; who 
proved, in the issue, a principal instrument in the destruction of his 
country, and of the house of Abbas. 

In the six hundred and fiftieth of the Ilidjerah, some serious dissen- 
sions having broke out between the two adverse sects, the Sunnies and A. TT. 
Sliciahs, at Kerkh, one of the suburlis of Baghdad principally inhabited 
by the latter sect, Amcir Abu Bukker, the Khalit’s brother, was cin- 
jiloyed to take the part of theSCinnies ; which terminated in the disgrace 
and imprisonment of a great number of the Sey uds, descendants of Ally . 
and r^tima. The N'ezzeir being disposed, from a similarity of opinions, 
lo favor the vanquished sect, conceived on this account so deadly a 
resentment against his sovereign, that from this moment he began to 
• neditate on his treasonable designs ; looking forward to the first favor- 
ii'olc opportunity of revenge. 

The very next year Ilulaiiku Kaun, the son of Tuly Bahauder, and 
grandson of Jengueiz, was advancing, by his brothers orders, to sub- 
due the regions of the west ; hut as it leads to the final destruction of 
an illustrious dinasty, the progress of this exterminator will demand a 
more circumstantial relation ; and we shall therefore revert to the ap- 
parently accurate detail furnished by the more extensive labours of 
our author, in the IJabeih-iis-soyr. 

About the period in question, Mangu Kaaiin, the third successor of 
Jengueiz, was in possession, at Karakorum and Kaluran, of the throne 
of his puissant grandsire ; and one of the earliest measures of his go- 
vt rnmentwas to dispatch Baitchiu Nuyan,*onoofhispnncipalgenerals, 


setr. 


• OnfC forall, it may be iiecessarj to remark that tile term Vuyaii bore amoii- tJie Tartars, » 
tbe same si<rnifica1ion as Aiin'ir ainoii:; the I’ersiaiis — s;eiier<il of tlie first order, lu the au- 
thors copy of Uie Kbolaus'ut-ul-akhbaur tlie uamc of ibis ^jeueraJis wriileu Taiju. 



A. H. 681. to secure tlie territories bordering on, and to the westward of the Jey*< 
A; D. 1588. Qj. Oxus. On reaching the frontiers of Irkk and Azerb&ijaun, 
^abeib>uft- general took occasion to transmit to bis sovereign, some complaint 
of the conduct of the Khalif Mdstaussem ; which, together with the 
importunities ofKauzy Shums*ud*dein Kazveiny, whoaboutthis same 
period, through fear of the daggers of the Bouatinists, wandered about 
the country in the scales of his armour, (like a fish in a shell) at last 
impelled the great Kaaun to conceive that the aifairs of Persia de« 
manded the presence of one ofthe princes of the imperial race, supported 
by a powerful army : and on this occasion his choice immediately rested 
on his brother Hulaukfi. 

That prince was accordingly furnished with instructions to reduce 
the whole of the countries, between the Oxus and the remotest borders 
of Egypt ; and in the execution of his orders he was enjoined to con- 
form without variation to the code of Jengueiz ; namely, to spare and 
protect those who submitted, but to pillage and put to the sword, with- 
out distinction of age or sex, all such as presumed to resist his authority. 
The charge was acceptedon the part of Hulaukfi with becoming cheer-* 
fulness ; and after partaking of a scries of festivities with his brother, 
and the Shah zadahs, and principal nobility of his court alternately, for 
the period of a month, he proceeded in the former Rcbbeia of the year 
six hundred and fifty one,* from the Ourdfi, or residence of the Kaaun ; 
accompanied by one fifth pf the army of the empire, consisting of one 
hundred and twenty thousand horse, to the head quarters of his own 
government. Here he continued for some time, completing the equip- 
ments for his expedition, until the month of Ramzaun,t when he 
finally left the Moghul territory ; taking with him on this occ-asion a 
thousand families of Chinese artificers, skilled in the construction of 
warlike machines, and in the throwing of naphtha, and other inflam- 
mable materials. 

A. H 663 Some time in the course -of the year six hundred and fifty three, at 
A.D. 1125. the expiration of something more than a twelve month, he encamped 
on the enchanting lawns of Kaun-e-gull, in sight of Samarkand: where 
he halted for the space of four days, being magnificently entertained 
by Mfiss£loud Beg Y el wauje,at this period governor of Mawur-un-neher, 
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the country on the Oxu», From thence he continued his march to 
- the vicinity of Kesh, where he was metby Ameir Arghun the governor, 
and other officers of Khorassaun, who hastened to greet his arrival with 
the customary presents, and testimonies of homage. Proceeding in 
the same manner by easy stages, and occasionally receiving on his 
march, the visits of the different feudatories of the Persian empire, 
H^laukii crossed the Jeyhikn in the last month of the year,* and took 
iip his winter quarters in the territory of Shabraghaun. 

On the return of spring he prosecuted his march to the territory of 
Khawauf ; Arghun Aga having previously taken his departure for Kar- 
akorum, by his orders, leaving his son Guerai Melek, with Ahmed 
Puttuktehei, and Khaujah Attn-ul-miilk Joueiny, the author of the 
Tarikh Jahaun gushai, to attend the presence of Ilulauku ; on whom, 
and on his immediate dfscendants, the oriental historians in general 
bestow'thetitleofKvlKliaiin-: — supreme Khaun,orsovercign. Onroach- 
ing Zawah he detached Keybuka Niiyan to reduce the Kohestaun, pro- 
ceeding with the main body of the army to Tusse ; where he was sump* 
tuously entertained at the expence of Ameir Arghun, and Khaujah 
•Kzz-ud'dein, another lord of the country. In the mean time, Shums- 
ud-diin Malioinnted Caierret had been dispatched to demand the 
surrender of Serkhess fromXausser-ud-deiii, thegovernorof that place 
on the part or Rokn-ud-dein Kliurshali, the prince of A1 Mowut, 
That officer thought it prudent to submit to superior force, and accom- 
panied the envoy to the camp of Hulauku, from whom he experienced 
a favorable and distinguished reception. The EyI Khaun now led his- 
troops without interruption towards the territory ofRudbaur; on the 
confines of which, by a succession of marches, he ultimately arrived ; 
and there, in the manner which will be hereafter related, on Sunday the 
first of Zykaudah'l' of the year six hundred and fifty four, he received, 
ill person, the suhmissionof Khur Shah the prince of theBouautinists ; 
after the total subjugation of whom, he finally directed his course, ia 
terrible magnificence, towards the metropolis of the house of Abbas, 
The unworthy representative of that illustrious house had, on the 
«thcr hand, by this time become entirely the dupe of his perfidious mia-^ 
* January, A. D. 1250. t N*»v. latfi, .A. D. 125<k 
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i^tor, tl)c son of the Alkemite ; ^ 116 , on his part, receivinfi intelligenans 
of the designs of the Moghul, determined to pave the way for the ex- 
ecution of that destructive scheme of vengeance, which he had so long 
held in contemplation, llis first step appears to have been, to cajole 
the feeble minded Miistaussora into a belief, that his authority was so 
fjrmly establishedj and so universally respected by all the princes of 
the earth, that the maintenance of so many military chiefs and their 
numerous stipendiaries, was, in his judgment, a drain upori the impe- 
rial treasury, which, for the future, might as well be put a stop to. Al 
all events, if bis imperial master would confide to his discretion, they 
might be employed in a way to replenish, instead of exhausting the 
resources of the state. Seduced by a sordid spirit of avarice and love 
of gold, the credulous monarch suffered himsell' to lie led away by the 
treacherous views of his minister ; and coniniilting the entire manage- 
ment of the business to the Alkemite, gave himself up, in the most 
ignominious indolence and forgetfulness of his duty, to the wretched 
indulgence of his pleasures. The minister, in a short time, contrived 
accoidiiigly, by dispersing the greater part of the military force of 
Baghdad to the distant provinces, to expedite the consummation of 
Ijis perfidious system ; and having thus cleared the way for his approach, 
dispatched to communicate to llulauku his assurances of entire devo- 
tion, and attachment, to the interests of tliat prince. 

Hulauku, who had by this time conducted his army to Plamadaun, 
left that place in the month of Kamzaiin of the year six hundred and 
fifty-five,* on his march for the devoted metrojiolis of tfie K.lielaufut; 
the advanced guard of his troops being consigned to the direction of 
of llis principal generals Sughunjak and Taiju ; the latter, not im- 
probably, the person who had originally stimulated the resentment of 
the great Kaaun against the feeble Mustausseui. All that remained 
of respectability and honesty, among the courtiers of the unhappy 
monarch, endeavored on Ahis alarming intelligence, to awaken him 
from the fatal and ignominious dream of negligence, pride, and secur- 
ity, into which he was fallen : but without effect. The craftv and 
j>erfiUious Yezzeir continued in private to impose upon his sovereigll 
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tfie most absurd conceptions of tlie superiority of liis arms: “for what A. H. 665. 


“ of injury” said he, “ have the brave troops of Baghd&d to apprehend 
“ from the ferocious, but undisciplined Moghflls ? the very women 
and children of the city would annihilate them in the streets, with 
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stones from the terraces of their houses.” 


By these and similar arguments, the Alkemite had totally laid asleep 
the faculties of his master, when intelligence unexpectedly arrived 
that the advanced guard of the Moghuls were approaching the capital 
by the route of the desert : and a detachment of ten thousand horse 
under Futtah-ud-dein and Mujahed-ud-dein, was marched without 
delay, by the Khalii ’sdirection, to oppose the enemy. The hostile di- 
visions appe'ar to have met in the vicinity of, or perhaps in a defile 
between, two ncigliboring hills, where they became unavoidably en- 
gaged in a very fierce and obstinate conflict ; the day, however, closing 
before the victory could be determined, both parties proceeded to en- 
«. amp tortile night in the presence of each other: and here the resources, 
and indefatigable spirit of the Moghuls, decidedly evinced their super- 
ii'i ity <>ver the jiampered legions of an effeminate government. Under 
Cover ofthe nigl't they absolutely conducted thestream of a neighboring 
river fit eonld scarcely have been the Euphrates as stated in the manu- 
«cript) into tlie eanip of their adversaries ; who thus losing the w'hole 
ol tlu'ir baggage and equipments, and being otherwise throAvn into 
tile utmost constcniaiion, were in that state, the next morning, at- 
tacked by the Moghuls and entirely put to the sword ; with the excep- 
tion however of Mi'.jahed-ud-dein, one ofthe generals, and three other 
individuals, who escaped to nlatc the story^ at Baghdad. As a proof 
Ol Mfistaussoni’s total insensibility to the magnitude of the approach- 
ing storm, and of the recent misfortune, it is represented that he should 
have thrioc repeated Ul /ittnid-ul-iillah, the ordinary ejaculation, or 
God be praised, that Mujahed-ud-dein w'as safe; indicating w'e will sup- 
pose, that the destruction of his followers was a matter of no great 
iiniiortauce. 

To dispense with all further detail, of circumstances less material* 
the author proceeds to relate, that towards the close of the six hun- 
dred and fifty-fifth of the lliiljcrah, Hulauku, in person, at the head 
•1 a piodigious force, appeared before Baghuiid ; and compelled the un» 
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A- H. G55. Iiappy Mflstaussem Xo combat for safety, and existence, behind the 
A. D. 1557- walls of his metropolis. For the space of nearly two months, during 
Kholaussut- which the inhabitants were exposed to every species of violence and 
* injury, the city continued to be defended, with considerable persever- 
ance, against the daily exertions of the assailants from without : but 
at the expiration of that period, the feeble representative of the house 
of Abbas, no longer capable of sustaining the effect of perpetual alarm, 
yielded at last to the base suggestions of domestic treachery, ever 
more fatal than the most formidable aggressions of foreign hostility ; 
and consented, by the advice of the perfidious Alkemite, to commit his 
person to the hazard of an interview witii tli**, fierce Hulaukn. For 
that purpose, in the early part of the month of Siiifur of the year six 
hundred and fifty-six,* ho accordingly quitted his capital by the gate 
of Daur-ul-Salaiiin ; and, accompanied by his two sons, Abu Bukker 
and Abdurraihman, and a numcroiis group of relatives, and the most 
distinguished and enlightened members of his court, proceodc^d to the 
pavilions of the Tartar monarch. Here, theKhalif, with his sons and 
two or three of his attendants, was admitted witliout great difficulty ; 
but the melancholy remainder were excluded, and many of them 
doomed, the very same day, to the fatal distinction of becoming the 
first victims, of liulaukiVs unsparing vengeance, 
llabeni-us- On Friday, tlic ninth of the same month of Sufrur,t llulanka made 
his entry iiilo the metropolis of the Khelaiifut, where he gave to his 
generals, and princii)al followers, a sumptuous entertainment. To this 
display of barbarous festivity and triumph, the last of tin* Khalifs was 
now summoned, and re<piirod, as the host of his conqueror, to i>ro<luce 
as far as he was capable, something that should be worthy the a<.'cep- 
tance of such an exalted guest. Conceiving that nothing more was 
intended than expressed, the unhappy monarch gave directions that a 
present of two thousand costly and magnificent robes, two thousand 
dinaurs of gold, and a variety of gold and silver plate, vases, ami other 
articles, enriched with jewels of the greatest price and beauty, should 
be selected from his treasury and wardrobe, ai^d Ufid in the usual style?, 
iu trays, before Ilulauku. Surveying them with an eye of contempt 

. * Tebrua^, A. D. 12&8. t February 14th, A. D, 12.30. 
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tind scorn, the Moghul immediately distributed these articles anjorig 
the attendants, and addressed MiSistaussem in the following terms ; 

the whole of thy visible property, together with that of the inhabi- 
“ tants of Baghdad, is already at the disposal of my followers ; of that 
“ therefore it was needless to make an offering : what we require of 
thee, is to indicate something with respect to thy hidden treasures.’* 
The object of the conqueror could be no longer misunderstood ; and 
the captive monarch pointing to the area in the court of the palace, 
there, on opening the ground, was indeed discovered what might have 
been amply sufficient to glut the utmost cravings of avarice itself; a 
tankorcovered reservoir, loaded to thebrim,with cakes, oringotsofsolid 
gold, of the weight of one hundred meskals each, or something less than 
a pound and a quarter avoirdupois ; the meskal being estimated at a 
dram and a half. 

There is, moreover, not wanting authority to relate, that for several 
days the remorseless Hulauku confined his illustrious and unhappy 
captive, without food or sustenance of any kind ; and that when the 
})angsof hungorhocame no longer endurable, the wretched Mustaussem 
St ut to implore relief. The attendants now brought him from the 
Moghul, a dish full of gold and jewels, of which he was desired to eat. 
The unhap))y monarch expostulated on the impossibility of obe\ ing 
so strai.ge an injunction : “ then” said the interpreters of Hulauku’s 
will, “since these are things which thoucouldst not eat, wherefore was 
“ it, that ihoudidst not devote them to the preservation ofsomany thou- 
sands of thy fellow Mosslcnis; wherefore not bestow them on such as 
“ might be eniployed to defend the inheritance ofthine ancestor's, from 
“ the invasion of foreign armies?” To this Mustaussem, the wretched 
Mustaussem, could oft'er no reply ; but from a heart, continues the au- 
thor, burning like the crucible of the gold refiner, he drew a sigh of 
chilling anguish and despair, and found a sad, but temporary relief, in’ 
the tears wdiich cojriously overfiowed his furrowed cheeks. 

In the mean time, it having been intimated, according to some au- 
thorities, that some awful and tremendous convulsion of nature would 
infallibly ensue, if the blood of the reigning Khalif was in any manner 
made to flow, it became the subject of deliberation, between Hulanjkfi 
and his generals, how the person of Mustaussem should be ultimately 
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disposed of ; tvhen the ferocious monarch put a period fo the dehatd^. 
by remarking, that in one respect they might venture to discard every 
uneasy apprehension, since it formed no part of his design to spill a 
4irop of that blood, which was esteemed so sacred. He accordingly 
gave immediate instructions that his wretched, and defenceless caj»tive 
'should be closely wrapped up in camelots, or coarse hair blankets; and 
in tliat state caused him to be rolled backwards and forwards, on the 
ground, with such force and violence, that every joint and articulation 
of his frame was either mashed or wrought asunder. Such being the 
expedient adopted by the Moghul, to terminate the existence, without 
fdiedding the blood of his illustrious prisoner. His children, his bro- 
thers, his kindred, his principal officers, and every agent of his govern- 
ment were sacrificed at the same tirao, to the exterminating vengeance 
of Hulauku. 

The Moghul troops had been now ordered to enter flic devoted city.; 
■where, for the space of forty days, they opened such a scene of pillagi', 
massacre, and blood, as outraged humanity, as much as it almost sur- 
passes the scope of human belief. It will not, however, be dillicult to 
conceive that the stream of the Tigris should have been discoloured 
with human gore ; when, exclusive of those who were l)utchered in the 
villages adjoining, the numberofthc slain, in thecityalone, isestiiaated 
at eight hundred thousand persons.* The booty which fell into the 
hands of these ferocious exterminators, is stated in general terms, 
whether in specie and jewels, in furniture of silver and gold, in rare 
and costly manufactures, the produce and fabric of every region of the 
globe, and in Greek and Russian slaves, to have surpassed the ordi- 
nary powers of arithmetic. Having glutted themselves with plunder 
and slaughter, the troops-of Hulaukfi were next employed to demolish 
the walls, and tow'ers, and other fortifications of the place ; when, the 
wrath of the Eyl Ivhaun becoming at last either exhausted or appeased, 
a seiitimentof returning pity prevailed with him to spare the afirighted 
remnant of the inhabitants, who had escaped into holes and corners, 
from that ruthless destruction which had swept away so many myriads 
of their fellow citizens. 

Jt is, however, some consolation to reflect, that, with the usual des- 
tiny of traitors, the perfidious Atkemite derived hut little advantage 

*The fearful list ia b^ sooie writera, to Uie incredible total of one million eigbt 
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ffom the eonsummation of his crimes. It would appear that he had been 
led, from the conspicuous part which he liad acted in facilitating the 
humiliation and destruction of the hpuse of. Abbas, to encourage an 
expectation that he should at least be established in the government of 
-Baglidiid : butthe Tartarmonarch, observing that man who betrayed 
his benefactor had, injustice, iiothingtoaspire to, immediately bestowed 
that government upon Eben Amran ; another traitor, who, while the 
hloghbis were engaged before the town on this occasion, found means 
to discover to liulauku a board of grain, which was known to him as 
governor of Yakubiah; which furnished a- supply of fifteen days’ con- 
sumption to the whole army, and probably enabled them to prosecute 
the siege toasuccesful termination. 

Such, in the six hundred and fifty sixth of the riidjerah,as we have 
attempted to describe it, was the fate of Mfistausseni the last of the 
Khalifsoftlie house of Abbas; in the forty seventh year ofhis age, and' 
tlie seventeenth of liis reign. With his life terminated the power of 
that celebrated race of monarchs, after it had subsisted for a period of 
five hundred and eight solar, or five hundred and twenty three lunar 
years, two montlis, and twenty three days. The sovereign authority 
now devolved to theTartar princes of the blood of Jengueiz, commenc- 
■og uith liulauku ; to wliom, in a future page, we shall further claim 
the attention of the reader. In the mean time, in default of a more eli- 
gible arrangement, we shall proceed to describe, from the summary out- 
line of t\\c Kho/aussul-'ul’uk-hhaur, the origin, Advancement, and alter- 
nate dissolution of the several dinasties, which successively flourished in 
the countries betwi.xt the Oxus and tho shores of Egypt, during tlie 
ascendancy, and for some time subsequent to the extinction, of the 
house of Abbas. 
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Of the Taherites 
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I N tracing the causes tyhich tended to place the government of Khor- 
assaun for several successions in the descendants of Tuher Zulyem- 
nein, it becomes expedient in to recur to that period in the reign of the 
Khalif U1 Mamun, when, subsequent to the death of his brother, that 
monarch proceeded to take up his residence in the metropolis of Bagh- 
dad. The reader is already apprized of the important sendees ren- 
dered to his sovereign by the able and warlike Zulyemnein ; the titlo 
bestowed, as w'e have explained on a former occasion, on Taher the son 
of Husseyne, the son of Mftssaub of the race of Khozztti. 

In one of those moments of conviviality, when L’l Mamun was em- 
ployed in steeping the recollection of past events, in the exhilarating 
juices of the grape, Zulyemnein, unexpectedly, entered his presence ; 
and the chief butler proceeded by his master’s instructions, in common 
with the other guests, to circulate the goblet to that general. While 
this was passing, a flood of tears was observed to stream from the eyes 
of UlMamun, and Zhlyemnein ventured to inquire, what could pos- 
sibly produce these emotions of sorrow in the bosom of a monarch* 
whose power was established from the eastern ,to the western limits of 
the earth. The Khalif made such a reply ns he conceived suitable to 
the occasion ; but continued so overpoH'ered by. his emotions, that 
Zulyemnein, not daring to urge him with further importunity, quitted 
the palace under no slight impressions cd* alarm. Sending tor one of 
the domestics of Utlsseyne the Shraubdaur, or chief butler, he engaged 
him, by a stupendous bribe of tw'o hundred thousand dinaurs,* (if in- 
deed it is not an error in the manuscript) to prevail upon his master 
to extract from U1 Mamfln the cause of his tears. Accordingly, when 
the monarch required his butler, the ensuing day, to furnish him with 
his favorite beverage, the latter declared with an oath, that until he 
disclosed the source of that affliction, which he had exhibited theday 

•About 1.91,666 t.13 d.4. 



tefbne, fie sTiouf^ ' venture to disobey tbe commands of his imperial 
master. Ul Mamfin demanded his object in making such an inquiry ; 
and' Hiisseyhe assuring him that he was actuated by no other motive 
in his presumption, than what arose from the deepest concern at 
observing his master's apparent distress of mind, the Khalif, after a 
strict injunction not to divulge the secret, then proceeded to 
acknowledge that whenever his eye fell upon ZAlyemnein, it never 
failed to bring to his recollection, the death of his brother Ul Amein ; 
and that on such occasions he found it impossible to suppress his tears. 

The result of this conversation was punctually communicated to 
Z&lyemnein ; and the latter availed himself of one of his first inter- 
‘vievvs with Abi Khaloi!, the Kh.ilii’s minister of state with whom he 
was on terms of friemlsliip, to make it the subject of discussion ; and^ 
as an expedient to remove him from the immediate influence of Ul 
MamAn’s cventuid dtsph'as'ire, to request that he would contrive to 
obtain for him the gov .ro neiit of Khorassaun. The Vizzeir concur- 
red without di<r) .e views of Zulycmnoin ; and at his next 
conference \\ . reign, filled not to i\ present that the province 

of Khorassaun, through the incapacity of Ghassaun either to main- 
tain the discipline of the troops, or st cure the peace of the inhabitantSr 
eas falling into a deplorable state ofanarchy and misrule.* Ul Ma- 
miin demanded what he thought advisable to be done, and whom he 
could recommend to he invested with a charge so important ? the 
minister, without further ceremony? proposed Zulyemncin, who was 
accordingly appointed to that government ; and reaching his province 
in the course of the two hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, rendered 
himself in a very short time, if not entirely absolute in his authority, 
in a great degree independent of that of his sovereign. 

On the testimony of the agent employed to transmit to his court ai> 
account of the affairs of Khorassaun, it is now stated, that finding 
Zhlyemnein had at length proceeded totheextremityoferasingthename' 
of bis master from the Khotbah, one Friday during the celebration of 
divine worship at the principal mosqueof his> capital, as a preliminary 
to the declaration of independence, the person, alluded to conceived 
it expedientto communicate the intelligence without a moment’s delay, 
by a messenger whom he immediately dispatched to Baghdiid. Thft 
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he' reputed the usyal formulary of t^e dyi*)^g» 
att^stingthe unity of God and thedivi^e ipissiop qf i^Iahommed ; andthep 
accompanied the nvessenger. Reaching the palace, .|jo)iv.^^3r, the fir^ 
^ereon by whpm he yvas accosted from behind tjie hangings of, the sa- 
'loon, happened to Tellahah the son of Tahcr, yvho demanded if he 
^d ciosed ins disp.atc)ies for the preceding day ? Having replied in 
\\}p affirmative, he was most agreeably su prised by an order, this day, to 
'Mnoupcc the death of Zulyemnein ; which with feelings of consider- 
able satisfaction, he proceeded to obey. It is further related, that yvhen 
.ihe fViner dispatch w,as delivered to Tl JilamOn, Ahmed tlje son of 
’Abi khaled, as the pledge of Zulyemnein’s fidelity, was called uponby 
his sovereign to proceed immediately into Khorassjiun, to vipdi*^^^^ 
Jiis insujted authority ; and he was pr<*paring for the expedition, n hen 
^he . second dispatch announced tl^e death of Zulycmnein, and very 
Reasonably relieved him from his embarrassment. 

*' The death of Zulyemnein is stated to Imve taUen place qn the, night 
of th^t very day ou which he had undertaken to discard the authority 
^f Ui Mamun,iust one year and six months after l|e liad i:p5.sumed the 
Government of Rhorassaun. He is described as bpiiig blind ofpu eye. 
in addition to the title ofZulyeroncin, he was .§Qnieti|fles distiirgpished 
tv tile appellation of Abul Teyb, iiarent of good ; no slight argument 
Rf the popularity of jtis character. 

"Tella H AH or TytLEi HAH the i?qp of Taber, theseqqnclof thysTace, 
assumed the go\;er».Kl of Khorassaun qp th,e death qf his father ;,bqt 

under the cxpi;(i,s, altbqugji perhaps? pmnpial auUmrhy qf Ul ^fqinjin. 

TuMEtHAH, Qjj theeyqnts of|i‘® ^oyetiiment the ^uthqr Is, houevereptirely silent. 

llriteV.*'" aiedi^ffip two’iiuqjjifcd pnd tlf^tcgnthof t^c Uit^enyhyafltl 8R»ear^ 

iiaye ,V®o.U suecc,eded» ^br a sbqi;t tij^e oii^y, by a son qf ,thp 
• 2 AUv ; who was piit to death by a body 9 ^ hi^mfgqnts^, \vh9 b?Ml te- 
i^ted gainst his avtbof\ty in the .nqiglibqti^H),^^ of »xj\l»aRftr. 

ABDtJLLA V tUp son yf TThher, the j^isd .in.s.nccq^yu qf 



Witfi simirar'pd^firl'^’lffXtrifitainffh, tb 
possessibft orKhorassaun. Oh Kistearcli he foiind'it'a heceatoiy pre> 
llihindry to eropldj^ his exertions in suppressing the insurrection at 
Neyshaptir, which had occasioned tlie deatli' of his nepjiew. And in 
this he appears' t6‘ have succeeded without'any eXtraordinar}'^ difficulty, 
or delay. 

Under the government of this chief it is related, on the authority of 
the RoUzut-us-sufUk, that a fire-temple belonging to a remnant of the 
Raglan superstition, had been yet allowed to stand by the side, or in 
the vicinity, of one of themosques in the city of Herat ; which, as that 
persecuted race were regular tributaries of the government, they had 
long been suffered to frequent without molestation. It happened how- 
ever, about this period, that some indiscreet and over zealous Mahom« 
nledan teacher, in one of his discourses, should have taken occasion to 
remark to his congregation, that the true fhith must be at a very low 
ebb in Herat, since a temple of the worshippers of fire was still left 
standing by the side of the tabeuiacle of their holy religion; and not a 
hlussuhnan appeared of sufficient energy to lay it in ruins. Theses 
indiscreet expressions had the effect he seemed to desire, in inflaming, 
the dormant zeal of his auditors. The Mosslems immediately assembled 
in great multitudes, and the same night proceeded to demolish both 
the mosque and its obnoxiousneighbour ; and before themorningbroke, 
hi\d erected a mosque entirely new from the foundations, on the site of 
the former structures. N ext day, the aggrieved and insulted pi/rolaters 
discovering what had passed, and equally affected withsurprise and re- 
s'^ntment, made the best of their way towards Neyshapflr; in order to 
apply for redress to Abdullah Taher,AvhoappeaTs to have fixed the seatof 
his government in that city. Abdullah, on his part, desirous ot strictly 
investigating the grounds of their complaint, summoned to his presence 
all the oldest builders that could be found either at Herat, or in the 
surrounding territory; who, strange to tell, to the numberoffour thou- 
sand individuals, all agreed in attesting that, so long as they had lived, 
the mosque had .appeared exactly as it now stood ; neither had there 
ever existed, on tlrat spot, cither mosque or fire-temple of any other 
description, to the best of their belief. Upon this testimony it is pro- 
bable, though not expressed, that the unfortunate Magians were cooi* 
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A.tfv2i^59. to their l^<^ ^f forbeari^ 

flic ted upon them by their bd|pus persecutors ; and ,tb9. design of .the 
author in reUting the , cijrciimstance possibly, to intimate^ that 
. . ..t <^■ * in thus totjdly obliterating from the ipinds of these worthi^, the re» 
collection of the past, providence had wrought a fresh miracle in sup* 
' port of the ‘surp^sing excellencies of Issldm, 

. Abdullah Taherdied in the two hundred and thirtieth ofthe Hidjerah* 
at the age of forty eight, and after successfully conducting the govern* 
Abdcllah, nid ment of Khorassaun for a period of seventeen years. He was equally 
• tlie r&herites. distinguished for his talents and the liberality of his disposition, and 
not less so for the moderation and justice of his administration. 

Taher the son of Abdullah, fourth ofthe race of T&her, succeeded 
,,, to his father: and was confirmed in his authority bv a patent and 

TAHEtt sonoiAb- , . . • * i 

dullab, IVthoftLe Standard conve^^ed to him by the Khalil' L’l VV^authek. He died in the 
T^hemes. subsequent reign of ^Mfistayiie ; and of hiui the author furnishes no 

further memorial. 

Mahommed the son ofthe above mentioned Taher, and the fifth of 
this race, succeeded to his father, under the luandute and authority of 
131 Mustayne ; but being inordinately devoted to a life of pleasure, the 
circumstance proved a very natural stimulus to the aiuhitiou of Y akiib 
the son of Laiss-ul-Sufaur, (the brazier or copper smitn) who had by 
this time made himself master of Sfiestaiin ; and who detenninetl to 
avail himself of such an opportunity, to extend Ins usurpations to the 
neighbouring provinces. That adventurer accordingly conducted his 
troops to Herat; from whence, having without much dilficulty expelled 
the officers and agents of the T&herite, he directed liis march towards 
jJ^eyshapur. The only opposition w'hich he appears to have experi- 
enced to his approach, on the part of the indolent and voluptuous 
Mahommed, was an absurd message to demand, whither he was pro- 
ceeding without the authority of the Khalil'’s sign manual ? The son of 
I.aiss placing his hand upon his sword, like mdny before and since, 
briefly observed iii’reply, “ this is my warrant, and this my authority” 1 
On the return ofthe messenger who conveyed this reply, the ministers 
of the son of Taher immediately forsook him, and dispersed to different 
quarters ; and their degimeratc principal fell,8hortly afterwards, into the 
hands of his more warlike and enterprising adversary. This event, 
in the twohuudred iuid fifty ninth ofthe Hi^jerah, put a period to tliq 



t1ie4a4:e«f it hfid«libBitted in Kfiortedt^n* a. ft. f^. 
'eb 9 Ut four j^r^to^re than half a centuvyj ^ a. d. an, 

, The narrative iptobeeds next to describe the events Which, through Khohassot- 

the operation of an inscrutable providence^ transferred the sovereign 

power to the Sdiauriab, or Silfarides ; the sons of Laiss so denoorinated, 

from the ignoble occupation df their ancestor. On this subject we are 

informed that Laiss, the person from whom the dinasty derived its name 

and origin, was an obscure mechanic who wrought in brass, andfrotU Origin oftfae 

his occupation called Laiss-ul-SAfaur.* This man had three sons, Sifauriah. 

Yaki^b, who for some time wrought at Jiis father’s trade, and Omar, 

and Ally. Becoming tired of manual labour, Yakiib prevailed upon 

some dissolute characters like himself to form a band of outlaws, with 

whom he thenceforward proceeded to earn a subsistance by robbery, 

and plunder on the highway : conducting himself, however, in this 

career of violence with singular moderation, as he was never known 

to take from any individual the whole of his property. 

One night, in the course of his predatory exploits, he had contrived 
to excavate a passage into the palace of Derham the son of Nasser j a 
descendant of ilaultia the son of Laiss, and of the celebrated Nusser- 
Seyaur,who at that period held the government of Seiestaun ; and hav- 
ing made up a convenient bale of gold and jewels, and the most costly 
stud's, was proceeding to carry itoff, when he happened in the dark to 
4jtrike his foot against soaiething hard on the floor. Thinking it might 
be a jewel of some sort or other, a diamond perhaps, he picked it up 
and put it to his tongue, and to his equal mortification anddisappoint- 
nient, found it to be a lump of rock salt; for having thus tasted the salt 
of the owner, his avarice gave way to his respect for the laws of hos- 
pitality; and throwing down his precious booty, he left it behind him, 
and withdrew empty-handed to his habitation. Tlie treasurer of Der- 
ham ben Nasser repairing the next day, according to custom, to in- 
spect his charge, was equally surprised and alarihed at observing that 
a great part of the treasure, and other valuables had been removed ; 
but on examining the package which lay on the floor, his astonish, 
ment was not less, to find that not a single article had been conveyed 
away. The singularity of the circumstance induced him to report it 
immediately to his master: and the latter ausing it to be proclaimed 

* Laiss the brasicr, or cuppeisaiitha 



A. s»Mlr diet O^yl wltlioB of tMar'jmo«B<n||^ 

A> P« e^ft. pardon, further announced thahov tepaning^to tliepidadd, hd'wbnlllite 
diatmguisliedfby'them«a^enco«ragin|^inarliaofik9Qir; Yaitffb Laisa 
hastened withnut'theanaiaUest apprehemioti to arail> hhiliielfof 'the in^ 
vitatioo^; aadwh^t th&prinee'deiBnoaclediwhatinotiviS'cOirld h^tre int^ 
pelled him to abandon a prizeao oonvpittely at'lus discretion, Yakdb 
made a faithful disdoBUfc of ail that passed ; and was irttnedlatcly 
eoroilled among theYessowuls, orexcmpts, employed about the person 
of the chief to convey ordhrs to those acting under his authority. 

£rom this period, the advancement of Yakfhb proceeded with such 
sapidity, that in a little time he became invested with thb entire com- 
mand of the military force of his patron ; and on the death or removal 
Yakub, 1st of of the latter, it is not exactly stated which, the soldiery put themselves 
tbe Sftfiindet. under his autliority, and enabled him to take possession of Sciestaun 
ft>r himself. After this, having successively made himself master of 
Her^t, and Foshenje, he proceeded in two hundred and fifty-five 
through the desert into Farss ; where he succeeded in surprising the 
lieu-tenant of Sbeir&s, whom he brought away with him a prisoner into 
$eie8taun. 

In two hundred and fifty-seven he further subjugated thcprovincci 
of Balkh and Tokharestaun ; and two years afterwards, by the sub- 
mission of Maliommed the son of Tuher, as we have recently seen, he 
extinguished at Neyshapfir the power of that family, and became mas- 
ter of Khorassaun. In the two hundred and sixtieth of the Ifidjerah 
he engaged in hostilities with Hussun the son of Zeid, the prince of 
Tiebrestaun,whom he defeated ; but through the intenseness of the cold 
season, and a heavy fall of snow, which came upon them, he lost in 
t)ie ejepedition, near forty thousand of his troops. In the two hundred 
and fifty first of the bidjerah^ openly revolting against the authority of 
the Khalif Mfiatemmed, he seized the cities of Sheirauz andAhfiauz; 
but advancing towards-Bagbdhd, in the course of the following year* 
be was opposed and defeated, as formerly observed, by U1 Mowffek, 
the Khalifs brother. On the day of liis defeat Mahommed the son of 
Tfiher etiected bin escape from eaptivity, and sought an asylum wit^ 
Mdnteminedi 
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i[n^]bropqli8, wtient wi'lhip oouirte of. tlie two hu’ndred and 
sixty «fifth of tlie Hidjearsdi; o fit of .the «ofic, temiiiiiated iii death, his Klwrfanssnt.^ 
active and e^ventnii career. He is said to ihan^e /reigned in absolute 
sovereignty, for afieriod of eleven years ; ami he -has left among -histo.* 
riaqs, a character distinguished for sagacity -of mind, for rigid and im^ 
garti^ justipe, and for unbounded liberality. His numerous cavaliy* 
are represented, for the greater part, to have been mounted on horses" 
from hisoivn stables, and to have been subsisted from liispri vate treasury.' 

And as a proof of the splendor of bis equipage on particular occasions, 
a thousand men in liarncss, chosen from the flower of hiS troops, with* 
maces of gold on their shoulders, and the same number with maces of 
silver, arc stated to have attended bis person on days of ceremony. He* 
adjusted all diflereiices on his own personal investigation, and by the 
dictates of bis own judgment; and he confided his secrets to no human 
being ; to which latter may be ascribed the success which generally^ 
attended him in his undertakings, llis manners and mode of life weref 
at the same time so simple and frugal, that apei'son, on some occasion"^ 
or other, could not forbear expressing his surprise that heshouid pretend 
to sovereign power ; when all he perceived in his tent w'as confined tu 
the coarse carpet on which he reclined, and the armour which he wore, 
his answer cither implies that be the manners of their leader what they 
may, his followers will always he found ready to obey ; or that their 
poiiduct will ever be governed by the example of their chief. 

Omaa the sonof Laiss, the second of the Sutauriah or Sflfiirides, 
succeeded to the authority and fortunes of his brother. As an ex.*- 
pedient to consolidate bis po^yer, be determined however bn opening a- 
negopiatiou with the court of Muatemmrd, and .with suitable presents 
tp appease tlve resqn^mept of that mouarch. An agent was accordingly^OMA*. Ild of 
dispatched to apologit^e fi>r tfie conduct . of his predecessor. Alt -this' Saiandcs, 
was favqrahly teceived by the K/halcifah ; and»a patent for the -govern-' 
men|t,of l^ogtas^iajLiD aipl tWith that of Isfahaun' and Sefestaun,' 
was SQ9P ^i'ter,wai!tU teansmitted to^tnar Laiss. Thus confinnedin 
his.aiutltorit^' tb|e lattesriBov iptoceoded-to htascv.einvand' hav mg arranged ’ 
tqtercSitSjin.i^bstb^Wifft^*’* ijupairecl, in ibu-'courB&of tiie two hua^' 



A. H.' teT«7i dred and feixty*s^ventb of the Hkyerah, to Sbeirauz ; ani Kairliigf 
A. D. 880-900, H^ed his agents throughout Faorss and the territory of Is&hailh; 
*^**fcfc^"***^ returned into his natWe pro^mee of Seiestaun. 

In the course of two hundred and serenty-one, the KhalifMflatem* 
feed, however, prevailed u}»on ^ tlie complaints of the inhabitants^ 
withdrew from Omar Laiss his warrant for the government of Khor- 
assaun, and an army was dispatched from Baghd&d to commence hos* 
tilities against that chief ; who was ultimately defeated by the Khalirs 
troops. Nevertheless, an insurrection having been set on foot in favor 
of Mahommed the son of Zeid, the Fatimite prince of Tebrestaun, in 
the two hundred and seventy fourth of the llidjerah, by Rauffia the son 
of Harethmah, or Harsamah, the arms of Omar Laiss appear to have 
been directed in support of the Kbalif’s authority ; and to have boon 
so employed, until the year two hundred and eighty-six, when the in- 
surgent becoming the prisoner of that chieftain, was by him conveyed 
in fetters to Baghdiid. From all which it is to be ittferred, that a good 
Understanding with that court had been by some means or other res- 
tored. But in the course of two hundred and eighty-seven, we find 
^meir Issmauil the Samaunian, at the head often thousand horse, the 
greater part of whom with wooden stirrups, crossing the Jcyhun at 
the request oftbe Khalif M5atezzed, to attack the power of Omar Laiss. 
The latter opposed him with seventy thousand cavalry. When the 
armies were drawn out for battle, how'ever, the horse which carried 
Omar becoming restitfand unmanageable, took fright, and bore his rider 
directly into the ranks of the enemy. This was followed by the entire- 
defeat of his troops, and a complete victory on the part of Ameir iss- 
mauil, to whom the son of Laiss became now a prisoner. 

In this state he had been conveyed tooneof the tents of his conqueror ; 
from whence, observing- one of his former domestics, who was- passing 
by, he called to him to bring him something to eat. Having procured 
apiece of butefaer^s meat, the boy, for want of other utensils, put it into 
a brass cover, used ha ahluSions, and kindled a fire under it. While 
he went in search of smnething to season it, a dog entered ; and thrust* 
ing his nose into the broth, which was by this ,time boiling hot, 
scalded bis teeth, and was endeavoring to withdraw his bead, when 
some way or ether it became fixed in the handla of the cover, and im 



I^n off with thef utensil suspended to his neck. Amused by theacci- A. II. 38^ 
dent, Omar Laiss burst into aloud fit of laughter; and oneofhis guards A. D. 800 . 
demandingwhat, in such a situation, could afford himsubject ofmirtli? ■ 

he replied that on the morning of that day only, the purveyor of his 
kitchen had complained to him, that it was with no small difficulty a 
train of tlirce hundred camels could convey his cooking furniture; “I 
“ now perceive” said he, “ that a single cur can remove it with all the 
“ ease in the world.” 

After a detention of some days, Ameir Issmauil sent his captive to 
Baghdad; where he was condemned by Muatezzed to the confinement 
in which he ultimately perished, after having exercised the powers of 
royalty, for a period of nearly three and twenty years. Omar, or as 
he is occasionally denominated, Amru Laiss, has been stigmatized as 
an oppressive and sanguinary tyrant, ever covetous of the wealth accu- 
mulated by his ministers, and of all who served about his person : and, 
as an illustration, we are tohl that he should have one day called before 
him Mahoinmed the son of Besheir, of all others the most distinguished 
in his confidence, and to have proceeded to tux him with some offence 
ofwhich ho alleged him guilty. Awareofhisobjcct, the minister, instead 
of w.\sting his breath in useless assertions of innocence, began to 
protest that in all the world he was worth no more than fifty purses of 
gold ; all of which he was, however, ready to consign to the custody 
cd'his treasurer, if for the future he would eiigage not to suspect him 
of uncommitted crimes. “ Thou hast given me a decided proof,” 
observed the tyrant, “ that of all the men of this age, thou art the most 
“sagacious :” directing his treasurer,however, to take charge ofthegold ; 
though he further expressed himself highly delighted with this dis- 
creet sacrifice on the part of his obsequious minister. 

On intelligence of the defeat and captivity of Omar Laiss, his 
grandson, Taher the son of Mahommed, the third of the Sufauriah, 
proceeded, with the concurrence of the principal inhabitants of Sei- 
estaun, to take possessionof the throne of his grandsire. In the two Taher, Ilia 
hundred and eighty-ninth of the Hidjerah, he successfully invaded 
Farss, and established his authority over the whole of that province. 

But the very next year, Segry, a slave of his grandfather’s, revolting 
against him, he was defeated and made prisoner by that insurgent, 
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II. 290. together with his brother Yakdb. They were borit conveyed to 
A.,D. 008 . Bj^hdad. Taher was the last of the descendants of Laiss, whoexer- 
KliolrassHt- cised the sovereign power, which continued -in his hands for about six 
years ; the wretched attempts made for a few days, on the extinction 
of his government, by a brother of the name of Maaudil, and a cousin 
german of the name of Laiss the son of Ally, terminating without suc- 
cess. The power of the Sufauriah appears to have subsisted altogether 
for about forty years. 

The attention of the reader will be now directed to the origin, and 
establishment of the race of Saman ; a line of princes destined to act 
a far more conspicuous part, on the theatre of the Persian empire, 
than any of those who have hitherto claimed his notice, within the 
limits of the present chapter. 

A.TI. 202 5. It appears on competent authority, that while the Khalif U1 Ma- 
A. D. ai 7 - 20 . kept his court at Meru,a certain Assud the son of Saman, of the 
stock of Bchram Tchoubein, repaired to his presence, accompanied 
by his four sons ; and had the good fortune to be admitted to a con- 
siderable share of that prince’s favor. On the death of their father, 
and the departure of U1 Mamhn for Baghdad, when the government of 
Oridn of the Khorassaun was vested in Ghassan, or Ghessan, the son of Eltbaud, he 
j-accul'ijunian. received it in charge from his sovereign, to be particular in promoting 
the advancement of the sons of Assud ; and in conformity with those 
instructions, the subordinate government of Samarkanil was then con- 
ferred upon Noub, the elder of the brothers ; that of Fergliaunah was 
allottedto Ahmed ; tliat ofShaiish, and Osrushnah to Yaheya; and the 
city of Herat became the lot of Eleyas the fourth son of Assud. 

On the removal of Ghessan toinakeroom for the race of 'I'abor, about 
the two hundred and fifth of the 1 1 idjerah, his successors forbore to make 
any change in the destination of the four brothers ; but Noub the sou 
of Assud dying in the time of Tellahah tlie son of Taher, the govern- 
ment of Samarkand was committi.'d, by that prince, to Yaheya and Ah- 
med, the second and third ofthe brothers. Of these, Aiuned possessed 
a distinguished reputation for his justice and piety, and he had seven 
sons whose names were as follows : Nasser, Yakiih, Yaheya-, Assud , . 
Issmauil, Isshaiik or Isaac, and Hameid. To the former of these, 
vvhen, after the exercise of his authority for a few days only, he re- 
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tired to a state of seclusion, Ahmed resigned the government of Sa- A. H. 
markand. A. D. 87&, 

When, in the course of the year two hundred and sixty one, Yakub KJiokussui- 
. . " ul-akkbaur, 

Laiss had availed himself of the declining power, and degeneracy of the 

race of Taher, to extend his usurpations into Khorassaun, a patent, 
or mandate for the government of Maur-un-neher, the country on the 
other side the Oxus, was dispatched by the Khalif MAatemmed, to 
this Nasser the son of Ahmed the Samaunian ; whochusing to fix the 
scatof his authority at Samarkand, deputed his brother Issinauil to pre- 
side at Bokiiura. In the process of no very long time, some misunder- 
standing being, however, produced between the brothers, by the ill 
otfiecs of malignant men, they hastened to decide their dilferences ia 
tlje fitdd of battle. The younger brother, Issmauil, was victorious, 
and Nasser became his prisoner ; but contrary to what might have been 
expected, he experienced the most generous treatment from his con- 
(jueror, avIio caused him to be reconducted to Samarkand with every 
testimony of respect ; and with the declaration, that he should contiiiwe 
to hold the government of Bokhara as his lieutenant only. Amoir 
Nasser dying in the latter end of the two hundred and seventy-ninth* 
of the llidjerali, Issmanil then became sole and absolute governor of 
Maur-un-neher ; and has therefore been properly considered by histor- 
ians as the first in order of the monarchs of the race ofS&man. 

IssMAUiLthcsonof Ahmed, first of the race of Saman, when seated 
on the throne of royalty, is said to have exhibited to the world a noble 
example of justice and moderation. Having, as we have already seen^ 
defeated and taken prisoner the usurper Omar Laiss, and sent him a 
captive to the court of the Khalif Muatezzed, he received from that 
prince in return, with the most costly and magnificent dresses of honor, B<>k.lmra,of‘tke 
a patent for the government of all the provinces lately held by the same Saman, 

usurper, including Seicstaun, Khorassaun and Mazandcraun, Rey and 
Isfahaun. The Kluilit’s dispatches were received on this occasion by 
Issmauil, withdemonstrations of singular respect. He humbled himself 
as he put on each separate dress of lionor, in two prostrations of prayer 
in token of his gratitude, and bestowed upon the bearer of the patent, 
a donation of seven hundred thousand dinaurs.*^ 

*A.D.89“2. *320,8331. 6s. 8«i. 
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On the authority of Nizam>ul-Mi^lk the Tiissite, it is ajSirmcd, that 
on the defeat and capture of Omar Laiss, Ameir Issmauil proceeded 
to enquire after the treasures of his captive ; and having failed in the 
discovery by other expedients, demanded of him in person where they 
had been deposited. The answer was, that they had been committed to 
the care of one of his relatives of the name of Saum ; by whom, in all 
probability they were conveyed to Herat. On this information Iss- 
inauil conducted his troops before that city ; and the inhabitants having 
surrendered on express stipulations to his mercy, he hastened to re- 
quire, from thekinsmanof Omar Laiss, that account of his master’s trea- 
sureswhichhis information hadled him toexpect; butwithout success. 
In the mean time, the necessities both of his officers and their followers 
had become extremely urgent; and it was intimated to him, by some 
of his confidentialfriends, that the city of ITerSt, and the adjoining ter- 
ritory, contained an immense population ; and that if from every com- 
petent individual, a contribution were levied of only one mcskal, about 
a dram and a half, of gold, he would be able to raise a prodigious sum 
of money, to the entire and ample relief of his army. The virtuous 
Issmauil, with a rectitude which reflects unfading lustre upon his me- 
mory, rejected without hesitation, the iniipiitous proposal; observing in 
reply, that he had promised to this people his protection, and that no- 
thing should induce him to extort from them the smallest article of 
their property. Then, lest any further corrupt suggestion of the 
principle of evil might be urged with him to infringe his capitulation, 
he withdrew' in haste from before Herat, and encamped at a consider- 
able distance from it. His generals, nevertheless, again assailed him 
on thesame subject ; when headdressed them in these menmrablc words. 

That Being, who with the scourge of his destiny, impelled the horse 
“ of Omar Laiss to place his rider at my disposal, is also able to supply 
“the wants, and repair the cquijnnents of iny soldiers, without the 
“ guilt, on my part, of a breach of faith with his creatures.” for this, 
his just forbearanee, the rcw’ard soon followed. 

One of the ladies of his family had taken off her neklace of rubies, 
and laid it on .some conspicuous place, while employed on some 
business or other which required her attention. A kite, which was 
hovering near, taking the rubies for pieces of meat, immediately 



38 ^ 


■pounced upon, and carried off the necklace. The domestics who A. H. 28T. 

fortunately observed the robbery, hastened to take horse and watch A. D. 900. 

tlie motions of the plunderer. After some time, the kite let drop 

, ul-akhbaur.. 

the necklace from his talons, and it fell, as it happened, into a 
neighboring draw-well. One of the party, who had anxiously accom- 
panied the motions of the animal, descending into the well, discovered 
that it communicated, some way or other, with an inner cavern ; iii 
which his attention was immediately attracted by a number of chests 
piled together. These he found, on inspection, to be entirely filled 
M’ith gold and jewels ; the treasure of Omar Laiss, conveyed thitherby 
his kinsman, as to a place of perfect security. From this acciden- 
tal discovery, as if in just compensation for his scrupulous observance 
of the faith of treaties, the good Issmauil derived a far more abundant 
.supply to satisfy the demands of his followers, than could have arisen 
from any unwarrantable contribution, which he might have imposed 
upon thedefenccless inhabitants of Iler&t. 

Ameir Issmauil survived his triumph over Omar Laiss, for some- 
thing more than seven years, during which he continued to govern 
with equal glory to himself and advantage to his people ; until the 
middL of the month of Suffur, of the year two hundred and ninety- 
five,* when, at the age of sixty, he withdrew to the regions of eternal 
bliss. 

Abu Muxusser, or Nasser, Ahmed, the son of Issmauil, second 
of the Samanidcs, or race of Suman. 


This prince succeeded to the throne of his father at Bokhara, im- 
mediately on the demise of the departed monarch ; and was confirmed 
in his royal dignity by letters patent, and a standard, transmitted for 
that purpose by the Khalif Mfikteffy B’lllah. 

About five years after his accession, namely, in the three hundredth 
of the Hidjerah, Omar the sonofYakfib, the great grandson of Omar 
Laiss, revolted in Seiestaiin ; and seized and imprisoned Munsfir the 
son of Isshauk the Samaunian, the lieutenant of the province ; on 
which a considerable force was dispatched, by Ameir Ahmed, under 
llflsseyne the son of Ally, to restore his authority in that country. 
After sustaining a siege of nine months in the capital of Seiestaun, the 
insurgent was compelled, either by his fears, or by extreme distress, to 
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implore for meroy : and on surrendering the city, and putting himself 
into the hands of H’flsseyne, he was, together with Eben Hetfaur his 
principal associate, conducted a prisoner to Bokhara. The govern- 
ment of Seiestaun was now conferred, by the Samanian monarch, 
on SemjAr Dowauty. 

While engaged on a hunting party, in the course of the year three 
hundred and one, Ameir Ahmed had given orders, on quitting one of 
his encampments, to set fire to the spot ; when he received intelligence 
from Jfirjaun, that llussun, the son of Ally-ul-fitrflsh (the deaf) the 
Fatimitc, had expelled his lieutenant from Tebrestaun, and made him- 
self master of that province. On this information, Ahmed is said to 
have been atfected to such a degree, as to have impiously ejaculated, 
“ if it was the will of God that the territory of Tebrestaun should de- 
“ part from under his authority, to give him death !” and immediately 
returning on his steps, encamped on the same ground which he had 
just given orders to set fire to. Men of intelligent minds converted the 
circumstance into an omen which boded no good : and it accordingly 
fell out, that some of hi.s domestic slaves, at this very crisis, ofiended 
at their exclusion from those assemblies which their sovereign occa- 
sionally held, with the learned and ingenions individualswho frequented 
his court, seized their opportunity ; and, on Thursday the tw'ent}''- 
third of the latter Juinmaudy,* entering the tent of Ameir Ahmed, 
there treacherously murdered their benefactor. Some of the assassins 
were laid hold of the next day, and cut to pieces by the nobles, who 
conveyed the body of their sovereign to the capital of Bokb&ra for in- 
terment. Subsequent to his death, which took place in the seventh 
year of his reign, the title of Ameir Sheheid, the martyred Ameir, waa 
bestowed upon this prince. 

Abul Uussux Nasseb, more frequently written MAnusser, the 
son of Ahmed, third of tlie Samanides. 

Having ascended. the throne of his father at eight years of age, the 
elevation of this prince excited at first but contemptible expectations 
in the minds of the people ; by wliom it was generally remarked, that 
when they considered the pretensions of his uncle'lsslmih, the patriarch 
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trsenior, ofthehoiiseofSJkman, who was in possession of the govern- A. H. aot, 
ment of Samarkand, it was not difficult to prognosticate the degree A. D. 914. ' 
of power, to whicli such a minor would be suffered to attain. The dis- Kholaussut- 
poser of events had, however, ordained that this same despised stripling, 
who ultimately received the title of Aineir Saeid, the august Ameir, 
should, in the sequel, attain to the most exalted rank among the poten- 
tates of the earth. 

In the early part of his reign, the affairs of the government had been 
necessarily committed by Ameir Nasser, with the dignity of Vezzeir, 
to the discretion of Abu Abdullah Mahommed the son of Ahmed ; and 
Isshauk the Samaunian having, as it was foreseen, approached Bo- 
khara, with designs hostile to*his nephew’s authority, a general of the 
name of Hamdyah was selected to command the army employed to 
oppose him. Being twice defeated by this commander, and compelled 
after his last discomfiture to fly for shelter to Samarkand, the invader 
was pursued thither by Ilamuyah; who appears to have entered that 
mctrojtolis w itbout resistance. A rigid search was immediately set 
on foot in order to discover the retreat of Isshauk ; who, at last yielding 
to his fears, delivered himself up to the mercy of the conqueror, by 
whom he was conveyed without delay to Bokhtira, where he termin- 
ated bis days in a prison. 

A slave of Yussufthe son of Abi-ul-Sauje, of the nameof F&eik, hav- 
ing revolU'd against the authority of the Khalif Mhktedder, in the 
course of theyear three hundred and thirteen,* and seized the city and 
territory of Rey, Ameir Nasser received that monarch’s instructions to 
proceed against the insurgent. The rebel Faeik was expelled from his 
usurpations, apparently without difficulty; and Ameir Nasser having 
continued in that quarter for two months, left the province on his de- 
l)arture, to the care of Seinjur Dowauty, already noticed in a preced- 
ing page. 

On the authority of the Tarikh gfizeidah, it is now described that 
Makan the son of Kauky, perhaps Kauly, oneofthe feudatories of the 
princes of the race of Buyah, invading Khorassaun, in the three hun- 
dred and twenty ninth of the Hidjerah, Ameir Nasser dispatched 
against him. Ally one of his principal generals ; by whom that chief 
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<A. H. 889. Was defeated and killed, and the event announced to his sovereigniit 
A. D.940. singular brevity. Wa~MakAna-8avr-kausmeh‘&. 

At the commencment of the year three hundred and thirty oire^ 
however, the respectable Ameir Nasser was smitten by a stroke of the 
palsy. While he suffered under this affliction, be caused an apartment 
to be constructed immediately before the entrance of his palace, to be 
called the house of prayer ; in which, in vestments of purest white, and 
in acts of devotion to his maker, he passed the greater part of the re- 
mainder of his days ; until, in the month of Rudjub of the same year,* 
he was received into the bosom of divine mercy. He died at the early 
age of eight and thirty, after a prosperous reign of thirty years,- distin- 
guished for his clemency, liberality, beneficence, and justice, and not 
less’by the exemplary piety, and blamelessness, of his life and manners. 

Nouu the son of Nasser, fourth oftheraccof S&raan, with the en- 
tire concurrence of the military chiefs, and other nobility of Bokhara, 
proceeded to seat himself on the throne of his father; selecting Abul 
FazzelMahommed, the son of Ahmed for the post of V'czzeir, to assist 
him in the management of affairs. About the close of the three hun- 
dred and thirty second of theHidjerah, during his residence at Mcrfi, 
Nouh gave protection to Washmagueir the son ofZebaur, who had 
withdrawn from Tebrestaun ; and who, experiencing from the Sam- 
aunian on this occasion a distinguished and welcome reception, re- 
turned at the head of a body of troops, furnished by that prince, towards 
Jurjaun ; and having wrested that territory from Hussun the son of 
Feyrozan, took secure possession of the government for himself. 

Here the good fortune of Ameir Nouh seems to have tenninated ; 
since from this period his reign appears to have been exposed to all 
the mischiefs of dissenssion, revolt, and civil war. In three hun- 
dred and thirty four,t Abfi Ally the son of Mahommed Mehtauje, who 
administered the government of Iley, revolted against his authority j 
and having raised his ifticle Ibrauhim, the son of Ahmed the Samaun- 
ian, to the royal dignity, proceeded to invade the province of Khorasst- 
aun. On intclligenceof this event Ameir Noub<]uitted.Bokhkra, and 
hastened across the Jeyhun to Mcrfi ; where, on the approach of the 
enemy, the greater part of his troops faithlessly deserted his standard^ 
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went over to bis adversaries. In consequence of this, he wa^ A. H. 996^ 
compelled to recross the Jeyhftn in a single boat, to avoid, or abandon A. D. 04 c. 
his capital, and make the best of his way to Samarkand. The year 
following, after taking entire possession of Kliorassaun, AbA Ally ad- 
vanced to Bokh ra, and there proclaimed the authority of Ibrauhim. 

But some evil disposed person having awakened a jealousy in his mind, 
against the instrument of his ambition, Abu Ally, shortly after this, 

M’ithdrew into Turkestaun, or western Tartary ; and Ibrauhim becom- 
ing unequal to the cares of royalty, Ameir Nouh embraced the oppor- 
tunity of returning towards Bokhara, where an accommodation was 
brought about by the nobles between the uncle and nephew. By this 
it was arranged that Ameir Nouh should retain the sovereign author- 
ity, and that tlie superintendance of the armies should l>e vest€*d in 
Ibrauhim. The two princt's then joined, and directed the whole of 
their attention to oppose, and defeat the hostile designs of AbfiAlly. 

Both united, they j>roved, however, unequal to a contest with that 
warlike chieitain. w ho after a signal victory over the two princes, again 
took possession ofl’okh ra ; wh<*rehe now invested Mubommed the son 
of N asser, the brother of Ameir Nouh, with the honors of royalty. But 
still conceiving an apprehension of the hostile disposition of the no- 
bits of 'iokluira, Abu Ally left that city, and retired to Tcheghaunian ; 
while Ameir Nouh hastened, by invitation of the same nobles, to 
revisit his caj)ital ; into wdiich he was triumphantly reconducted by 
Ihranhim, and his brother Abu .lander, and once more firmly re-estab- 
lished on the throne of his ancestors. lie determined, however, on 
this occasion, to secure himself against all further competition on tbeir 
part, by immediately scaring the eyes of his uncle ibrauhim, and of 
both his brothers, Mahommed, and Abu Jauffer, 

In the three l.undrcd and thirty ninth of the Ilidjerah,* a correspon- 
dence took place which terminated in an accommodation between Ameir 
Nouh, and Abii Ally; Ameir Nouh condescending to forgive the past, 
and inviting his rebellious feudatory to accept the government of Khor- 
assaun, of which hew'as accordingly put inpossesion. In threeluindred 
and forty-two, in conjunction with Washmagueir the son of Zebaur, 
the same AbA Ally conducted a force tow'ards Rev, in order to oppose 
the designs ofllokkcn-ud-doulali theDeylemite; but having conclude^ 
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A. H. 842. f treaty of pesee with thot prince, on his engaging* to remit annuity 
to the exchequer of Ameir Nouh the sum of two hundred thousand 
KbobiissHt- jtiinaurs,* he was, on his return from the expedition, accused to his 
sovereign by Washmagueir, of having from a motive of corrupt and 
improper partiality, consented to a'peace with the Deylemite, when 
he had a fair opportunity of destroying his power. In consequence of 
this accusation, Abu Ally was once more exposed to the displeasure 
of Ameir .Nouh ; by whom he was immediately superseded in the 
government of Khorassaun, which was now transferred to another 
chief of the name of Abu Saeid. Abfl Ally, on his part, withdrew to 
Rey, and was there admitted by Rokken-ud-doulab, among the most 
distinguished of his followers. 

Soon after this, in the former Rebbeia of the tlirce hundred and 
forty-third of the 1-Iidjerah,f and in the thirteenth yt'ar of an eventful 
and turbulent reign, Ameir Nouh took bis departure for a better world, 
he bore also thetitleofAmeir Hanieid, — the laudable or well approved. 

Abul Fouauress (father of chivalry) Abovlmelek, the sou of 
Nouh, fifth of the race of Sainan. 

This prince, through the influence and exertions ofBukkerthe son of 
Mhlek, and ultimately with the concurrence of the nobles of Bukhara, 
succeeded to the throne of his father. He was enjraijed in frequent 
hotilities with Rokkcn-ud-doulah the Deylemite; hut afteremploying 
Abbclmelek, several armies in vain to reduce his power, he consenteil at last to 
Vtli of the race ^ treaty of peace with that prince. It was during the reign of Ah- 
»f Siman. dulmelek the Samaunian that, raised from the lowest condition ol‘ ser- 
vitude to the most exalted distinctions of the state, Aleptekkein, or 
Alputtekein, was advanced to the government of Khorassaun; and tin re 
amassing prodigious w^ealth, and applying that wealth to engage a 
numerous train of followers in his service, became ultimately tfto 
powerful forhis master. This was the patron of Sebektekein the father 
of the celebrated Mahmfid ofDhezuin. 

Ameir Abdulmelek, who Imre during life the additional title of 
Mfieyud, con^rmed^ and after his death that of Moufiek, protp^roust 
feceived,in the course of the three hundred and fiftieth ofthe JJidjerah, 
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'4 dangerouB fall from his hone, xirhile engaged in the fitvorite Persian A. H. 35e. 
game* of GAi Tchougan, or borse<Goff ; of which he died in a very 


short time) after a reign of something more than seven years. 

Abu Salah Mumsur the sonofNouh, sixth oftheraceofSaman. 


Kholaussut- 
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It would appear that on the death of Abdulm^lek, an agent had been 
dispatched by the nobles of Bokhara, into Khorassaun, to demand of 
Alputtekein, who had by this time become almost absolute master of 
that powerful province, which of .the race of Saman he conceived wor- 
thiest of the succession ; but before the messenger could return with 
the reply of that chief, that Munsur was too mucli of a stripling, and 
that in his judgment their choice should be fixed upon one of his un- 
cles, the princip-al generals and nobility had unitetl in favor of the same 
Munsur, whom they had aceordingl}'^ proclaimed in the room of his 
deceased brotlier. In eonserjiienee of his apprehensions of the resent- McNsPH.VItli 
nx'iitof the vouiig nmnarch on this account, Alpiittekein determined !!! 

• 1 • 1 I . , adman. 

to disobey the summons winch he received to repair to Bokh^ira ; and 
soon afterwards breaking out into open rebellion, withdrew towards 
tilu'zn'in, accompanied by a body of three thousand of his owm disci- 
plined slaves, or Manmleks: with whose assistance he took possession, 
sw ord in hand, of thaK ity and the wholcoftheadjoiitlng territory. The 
government of Khorassaun was now transferred to Abul Husseyne 
Isenijur ; but though an army was twdee dispatched to chastise the de- 
fection of Alputtekein, it returned as often repelled by the skilful val- 
our of that successful adventurer and his followers. 


In the year three hundred and fifty three, Kholf the son of Ahmed, 
di'sccndedbythe mother-side from the Sufauriah or race of Laiss, being 
compidlcd by the revolt of one of his principal subjects, to abandon 
theprovinceof Seicstaun, now- sought the assistance of Ameir Muusurj 
and receiving from him an ample supply of troops and treasure,. w^as 
enabled to return in triumph to his capital, and to resume with addi- 
tional lustre, his authority in the territory of Neimrouz. This Kholf 
the son of Ahmed is represented, at the same time, as equally adorned 
and distinguished, by his acquirements in all the learning of his age 
and country, by the liberality and benevolence of his mind, and by 
Iiis uubounded patronage of genius and science however exhibited. 

1 3 



A. H. 856. Under the three hnndred and fifty sixth of the Hfdjerah, we find m 

A. D.nG7. corded the death of Washmagueir, prince of Jfirjaun ; who was suc- 
^*1^^“** ceedod by his son Beisettoun, as will be again noticed in a future 
page. Aboutthesameperiod,throughthen)ediationofAbfilH6sseyne 
Semjur, a treaty was concluded between Anieir Munsiur, and Hokken* 
ud-doulah the Deylemite ; by which the latter submitted to pay 
into the treasury of the Samaunian, an annual tribute of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dinaurs of gold.* 

After a generally successful reign of fifteen years, (he death of Ameir 
Munsur is recorded to have taken place on the eleventh of Rudjub of 
the three hundred and sixtj'-fifth of the Hidjcrah f He bore while 
living the additional title of Ameir Miieyud, the confinued, which was 
transmuted after death into Amen Seddeir — the prince who resides in 
heaven, in the mansion of Gabriel. 

. A'BulKai ssem Norn the lid, son of Munsftr, and seventh of the 
Noum, Ildand ,,, , 

Vlliliof ilie ofSainan, ascended the throne ot his father without opposition ; 

racaof Samaa. and evinced no less discrimination than prudence, in bestowing the 
office ofVezzeir on Abhl Ilnsseyno Uttelia, equally distinguished by 
his virtues, and his consummate abilitie®. 

At a very early period of the reign of Ameir Xouh the second, Al- 
puttekein died in possession of Gheznin, and was succeeded by hi$ 
slaveSebcktekoin,orSebekteguin,thefather ofthe celebrated Mahmud. 
And in three hundred and sixty six, Kabouss the son of Washina- 
gucir became prince of .lurjaun, on the death of his brother Beiscttouii. 

Aboutfive years afterwards, namely in thethree hundred and siwenty 
first of the Ilidjcrah.J AmeirXouh finding it expedimit to remove Abitl 
Ilusseyne the Semjiiritc from the government of Khorassaun, and to 
confer that province upon Abul Abbas Taush, sometimes entitled 
Hussaum-ud-doulah, the degraded lieutenant ascribed his supersession 
either to the calumnies, or ill offices of Abul lliisseyne the Vezzeir ; 
and immediately entering into a conspiracy with t ieik, who had been 
some time enrolled among the principal officers of Ameir Nouh, re- 
solved on the destruction of that able and faithful minister. This, 
through the treachery of some of the slaves whom they suborned to 
' (;8,750i. t M»rcii 14. A. D. V7U. J A. U. USX 





.<he execution of their design, they found it no great difficulty to ac- A. H. an. 
complish. In the mean time Ameir Nouh, equally afflicted by the A. D. 9ai. 


loss of his minister, and offended by the daring insolence thus exer- 
cised against his authority, dispatched to Neyshapilr, requiring the 
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immediate presence of Ilussaum-ud-doulah, in order to assist him in 


avenging the injury. Hussaum-ud-doulah repaired without delay to 


Bokhara ; and all those of the murderers of the unfortunate Vezzeir 


whom he could lay hands on, were speedily consigned to the awful 
solitude of the grave. The Vizzaurut was then conferred on Abul 
Hdsseyne Mezzeny. 

While ITussaum-ud-doulah Taush remained at Bokhara on this oc- 


casion, Abul llusseyne the Semjurite had been dispatched at the in- 
stance of Ameir Nouli to lay siege to the capital of Seiestaun : but he 
no sooner found that the province of Khorassaun was left through the 
absence of its ruh'r, to provide for its ow'ii defence, than that refractoiy 
chieftaiuentcred into afreshconspirac}' with FAeik ;and,inconjuuction 
w ith him, proceeded iimnediatcly into Khorassaun, to oppose the return 
of Taush. The latter hvistened however to meet his adversaries ; but 


an unaccountable accommodation taking place between the parties, it 
wr ^ finiilly arranged that the command of the troops, and the govern- 
ment of Xeyshapur should continue as fornu rly, Avith Abul Abbas 
Tausli, 1 J ussaum-ud-doulah indifferently so called ; while the city of 
Balkh was ceded to Faeik, and tliat of Herat to the Semjurite. 

Not long afterwards, the A'i/.zaunit being transferred by Ameir Nouh 
to Abdullah, or perhaps Abdulazziz, the new niinister, entertaining no 
great degree of complacency towards Ilussaum-ud-doulah Taush, 
sof>n prevailed upon his sovereign to remove that distinguished com- 
mander from his einployimnts ; and to consign his post to Abiil 
llusseyne the Semjurite, already governor of lleriit. On this 
Hussaum-ud-doulah applied for assistance to Fakher-ud-doulah 
the Uevlemite, on w’hom, l)y former services, he had laid some 
very lasting obligations ; and having obtained the support he sought 
for, immediately commenced hostilities against the Semjurite. But 
being resolutely opposed by that commander, in conjunction with his 
associate Faeik the governor of llalkh, Abul Abbas after repeated con- 
flicts was ultimately defeated, and compelled to withdraw tor protec- 
tion to his friend Fakher-ud-doulah ; with whom he re siutu hence- 
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{brward, in 8 state of inactivity » and repose from tlie cares of ambitio^^ 
until, in the three hundred andseventy ninth of the Hidjerah,a pestilen- 
tial disorder terminated bis mortal existence. 

Abul HAsseyne Mahommed, the son of Ibrauhim, the son.of SemjAr, 
of whom so much as been recently spoken, dying about this period, 
the government of NcyshapAr, was confirmed, by Ameir Nouh, to his 
son Abfi Ally ; while that of Her&t was bestowed upon F&eik. 
But jealousies and animosities arising between these two rival 
chiefs, they soon proceeded to adjust their difierences by the sword. 
The issue was favorable to Abfi Ally ; and his antagonist retiring to 
Merfi-ur-rfid, there assembled a fresh army ; but instead of leading it 
to renew the contestwith his rival, hemarched,withouttheconcurrence 
ofhis sovereign, directly towards Bokhara. Alarmed at this suspicious 
paovement, Ameir Nouh on his part, sent two ofhis generals Kyn:iun)e 
and Bekhtozun to give him battle. The refractorvand seditious F^ieik 
was here again defeated ; and making the best of his way to Termed, 
the principal pass on the main branch of the Oxus, from thence opened 
a correspondence with Boghra Khann, the monarch ofTurkestaun ; 
whom he earnestly invited to undertake the coiKpiest of Maur-un- 
neher. 

On the other hand, having rendered himself absolute in Khorassaun, 
Abh Ally the Semjurite, forgetful of his allegiance, and of the gratuit- 
ous favors of his sovereign, entered upon measures of similar hostility 
to the government ofhis benefactor. In prosecution of these hostile 
designs, letters were by him also transmitted to the same Khann of 
Turkestaun, already mentioned, in which he proposed, that if that 
monarch would approach Bokhara, from the eastward, he would him- 
self advance to attack it from the side of the Oxus; further stipulating 
however, that when Ameir Nouh should be disposed of, the Khaun 
should besatisfied with tliatpart of the dismembered territory eastward 
of the Oxus, while the wholeof Khorassaun should be vested with full 
sovereignty in himself. 

This application appears to have determined Boghra Khaun at once 
toadvance against Bokhara; andEynaupje, who was employed tooppose 
bins on the part of Ameir Nouh, having been defeated and taken pris- 
oner, that prince was constrained by the urgency of the danger to o\et 
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look the recent rebellious attempt of F&eik, and to dispatch to Termed a. H. 38d-to, 
to entreat his assistance. Such was the man whom he now selected A. D. 900-83 « 
to make head against the Khaun of the western Tartars; and that per- Khokussut- 
£dious chief proceeded accordingly to Samarkand. On the approach 
of the Tartar monarch, he drew his troops out of that city for the 
purpose, as it might have been conceived, of giving battle ; but, before 
he could discharge an arrow in the faceof the enemy, he basely turned 
his back, and withdrew to Bokhara. Having taken possession Of Sa- 
markand, Boghra Khaun advanced without further obstacle, towards 
the metropolis of the race of S^man, which was abandoned on his ap- 
proach by Amcir Nouh. The false Faeik now went over to the Khaun, 
and being immediately admitted amongst the most distinguished 
membersofhis court, proceeded shortly afterwards under his authority 
to preside over the territory of Balkh. 

Thus expelled from his capital, Ameir Nouh, disguising his ex- 
terior, hastened across the Jeyhiin, and took post at a place called 
AmCdshet, perhaps the town of Amol on that river. Here he was 
gradually joined by his troops, and found himself after some delay at 
the head of a considerable force. In the mean time, the Khaun of 
Tiirkestaun, being attacked by sonie malignant disorder, which he 
might have ascribed to the climate, suddenly adopted the re- 
solution of returning to his native country, and died on his march. 

On intelligence of this unexpcctedevent, AmeirNouh proceeded with 
infinite delight to repossess himself of Bokhara, and was again restored 
to the throne of his ancestors. In the midst of the incertitude and 
despondence produced l>y tliis diversity of fortune, Abu Ally the Sem- 
jurite at last conceived the design of dispatching an agtnt to entreat 
for his past otfenci's, the forgiveness of an injured sovereign : when his 
evil genius so ordered it tliathe should be joined by the rebel Faeik, 
his late competitor ; who had been compelled to fly before the troops 
of Ameir Nouh, and who now employed with Abfi Ally such arguments 
as dissuaded him from his design, and prevailed upon him once more 
to display the standard ofdisloyalty. 

After some deliberation, Ameir Nouh determined in these circum- 
stances to dispatch to (iheznin, and demand th aid of Sebektekein ; 
and the application experienced from that able and warlike chieitain. 
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an attention most flattering to the hopes of the Samaunian. Somedtn# 
in the three hundred and eighty fourth of the hidjerah, he set out from 
Gheznin, at the head of a powerful army ; and having on his arrival at 
Bokhara demonstrated for AmeirNouh every possible degree of zeal 
and respect, proceeded in conjunction with him, immediately in quest 
of the rebel associates. The latter had by this time secured the support 
of Fakher-ud-doulah the Deylemite; and advancing from MerCit, aided 
by the reinforcements received from thatprince, appeared little disposed 
to avoid a battle. In the conflict which ensued, they were however 
totally defeated by AmeirNouh, and his powerful ally; and making the 
best of their way to Neyshapur, continued their (light, after remaining 
there a few days only, to Jurjaun ; where they became content to enrol 
themselves in the train of Fakher-ud-doulali. Ameir Nouh evinced 
his gratitude for this important service, by bestowing upon Sebektekiaii 
the title of Nasser-ud-dein — delender of the faith, witli every possii>le 
mark of favor and distinction ; while he conforred upon his son, tbe 
celebrated Mahmud, with the title ofSeyf ud*doulah — sword of tliestate, 
the supreme command of his armies, and the government of Kliorass- 
aun. Having reposed himself for some time at Herat, Si bektekein, 
returned to Ghczuln, and Mahmud repaired to the seat of his govern- 
ment at Neyshapur. 

Having however contrived to raise a fre^sh army in Ji’irjaun, Ahii 
Ally and Faeik, who have by some authors been considered as child- 
ren of the same father, in the course of three liundred and eighty-five,* 
like an unforeseen calamity, appeared once more, under the walls of 
NeyshapCir ; and pouring with irresistible fury into the camp of Seyf- 
ud-doulah Mahmud, compelled him to fly with considerable loss. 
But Ameir Sebektekein, with all the force he could assemble, soon 
afterwards entering Khorassauii, to the assistance of iiis son, and 
Faeik and Abu Ally hastening from Neyshapur to oppose him, tiie 
two armies came to a decisive battle in the neighborhood of Tusse ; in 
which victory declared for the standard of Sebektekein, with dreadful 
slaughter to his adversaries. Abft Ally and his associate sought a 
temporary asylum in the fortress of Kolaut ; from w'hence they were, 
in a very few days, however, compelled to withdraw, and betake 
themselves for a considerable period to a desultory and wandering life, 

• A. D. 805. 



At last they separated, F^eik directing his course towards the terri- A.H.SS^ 
tories of Eylek, the successor of BoghraKhaun of Tfirkestaiin, and AbOk A. D. 894-6, 
Ally proceeding to Jurjauniah, to implore the protection of Mumun the Kholaussut- 
8on of Mahommed Farigliuny, prince of that country. But before he 
could effect his escape to the residence of the chieftain whose protection 
he sought, Abii Ally was seized at Hazaurasp, and detained a prisoner 
by Abd Abdullah, king of Khaurezm. This drew upon the Khaur-> 
ezmian the vengeance of Mamun, by whom he was immediately 
attacked, taken prisoner, and put to death. Having liberated the 
fugitiv'o, and otherwise treated him with great kindness and respect, 

M&inun next emi»loyed his mediation with Ameir Noiih to obtain 
a ))ardon for the oliences of Abu Ally ; in which, as far as appearances 
could be trusterl, he prevailed. Abu Ally was invited to repair to 
Bokhara, and I>eiijg i'ldiiced to accede to the invitation, was compelled 
on his arrival in that eaj)ital, to take up his abode in a prison ; and 
information of his being at last in safe custody, being conve^’^ed to 
.Ameir Sel»ektekeiu, at tliis period residing at Merit, a request was 
Iriiiismittod from that prince that the prisoner might Ik? consigned 
over to his care. To tliis, if ho were even so disposed, Ameir Nouh 
was not in circumstances to demur, and- Abu Ally was accordingly 
removed to Meru : and in the prisons of Sebeklekein, from which he 
never escaped, ma<lesomc atonement for his disloyalty and ingratitude-. 

More fortunate in his exertions, I'aeik made good his retreat to the 
court of Eylek Khaiin, whom, w ithout much difficulty, he prevailed 
upon to resume the designs of liis predecessor against the territory on 
the .levhuu. AmeirNouh, on his part,agaiu solicited the aid of Se)>ek- 
tekeiu ; who hastened Avithout delay to Bokhara, to oppose the iiiA'ader: 
but Ameir Nouh declining to quit his capital, to participate in the 
hazards of the field of battle, an incipient and unaecouiitalile jealousy 
fastened on the mind of Sebektekein. In bis measures toeounteraet 
the designs of the enemy he neglected to exert bis accustomed ener- 
gies, and he finally concluded a dishonorable peace; by AA’hich ho 
consented that the able Faeik should l>e formally confirmed in the 
government of Samarkand, and that all hostilities should here termin- 
ate on cither side# 
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A. D. 8i% Atneir Nouh does not appear to have long survived these evenit. 
A, H. 097. jjjg death took place in the month of Kudjub of the three hundred and 
Kholaussut- eiglity seventh of the Hidjerah»* the two and twentieth year of liis 
akakhbaur. jjg subsequently borne the title of Ameir Ruzzy — the 

prince who is in paradise. 

Abul Hareth Mvnsur theson of Noiih, eighth of the race of 
Saman, was seated on the throne of his father by the unanimous concur* 
rcnce of the Nobles of Bokhara. But Eylek Khaun of Tiirkestaun« 
becoming apprized of the death of the late monarch, immediately 
marched for Samarkand, into which he was triumphantly received by 
his adherent Faeik. The latter proceeded shortly afterwards by tli* 
TUt'vsva, son Khaun’s instructions tow'ards Bokhara; which Ameir Munsur, inca- 
ofNouk,VlIlih pable of resistance, abandoned at his approach, retiring across the Jey- 
^ hun. Having taken possession of the metropolis, a belief was circu- 
lated by Faeik, that so tar from entertaining any designs hostile to 
the person of Munsur, he had appeared in that (|uarter for the ])urpose 
of supporting hisauthority to the utmost of his power, and of ac(|uitting 
himself, with becoming zeal, of the obligations of good faith and loyaliv , 
After some correspondence on the subject, Muiisur was prevailed upon 
to return to Bokhara, where he permitted h'aeik to assume to himself 
the entire controul of aflairs ; Bektouzuu being invested by the latter 
W'ith the government of Kliorassaun, and the command of the army. 

In the mean time Ameir Sebektekeinf had breathed his lust at Ghez- 
nin ; and his son, Scyf-ud-doulah Mahmud, ultimately succeeding to 
Im authority, dispatched his agent to Bokhara to demand from Ameir 
Munsur the dignities, which he claimed by iuhcritancc from bis father. 
As the post and honors to which he laid claim had been alrt-ady dis- 
posed of, by the appointment of Bektouzun, the application was una- 
vailing, and the agent returned to his master; who immediately 
advancing at the head of his army to Neysl apur, soon afterwards 
attacked, and defeated theiiewchifcf,vvhohad been imprudentlyselected 
to supersede him. On intelligence of this act of defiance to his author- 
ity, Ameir Munsur crossed the. Jeyhun from Bokhara, and came to 
Aerkhess; while Mahmud, from an alleged 'repugnance to incur th^ 

* July, A. D. 907* t More generally written in English Sebekleggint 
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'fuHtofdisloysIttyandfdgratitudey evacuated Keysh^ftr, and withdrew A. H. MV. 
to Meri!k-uT-rAd, not unfrequently called Mtlrghaub, from the river on A. D. 999> 
which it is seated. When he had however been permitted to enjoy 
his fancied powers for about a year and seven months, AmeirMunsur, , 
in the middle of SufFur, of the year three hundred and eighty-nine,* 
was suddenly divested of his precarious sovereignty, and deprived of 
sight, by the prime minister Facik, and Bektouzun the general of hia 
armies. 

Abdulmelek theson ofNouh, ninth of the race of Saman. Imme- 
diately on the dethronement of his brother, this prince was prevailed 
upon at the instance of Faeik and Bektouziln, to undertake thcarduous 
responsibility of royal authority. But as the recent violence of the 
two chiefs had furnished to Seyf-ud-doiilah Mahmud a favorable op- 
portunity of disguising bis own ambitious designs, under the mask 
of avenging the cause of an injured sovereign, tliat prince no longer 
hesitated to advance towards Merii Shahjahaun, the ancient capital of AnnCLMRLEK 
the province of Khorassaun, at the head of a very formidable army. the Si- 

Ilis adversaries attached, as they affected to be, to the stirrup of Ab- 
dulniMek, proceeded to meet the son of Sebektekein, rmusing him at 
the same time with overtures towards an accommodation of their dif- 
ferences. Mahmud appeared at first disposed to acquiesce in these 
pacific measures; but offended at some indications of disrespect exhi- 
bited on their part, he determined to break off the negociation, and 
to commit his fortune to the decision of the sword. A dreadful battle 
ensued, which terminated in favor of Mahmud. Abdulmelek and 
Faeik fled immediately to Rokhara ; Bektouzun at first to Neyshapur, 
but after remaining at that place for a few days, he proceeded to join 
his unfortunate associates. The guilt of accumulated treachery at 
last arrested the career of Faeik, since he appears to liave died soon after 
his return to Bokliara about this period. 

Fylek Khaiin could not long continue an idle, or inactive spectator 
of the distractions which were rending to pieces the superb and splen- 
did iuheritauce ofthc race ot Saman. Leaving his capital of Kasbghar, 

■^bout the period under roriNideration, he directed his march for Bokhara, 
f Uc^iiihiiis; <if February. A. 
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A. H. S80. ..publishing however to the world that hhi expedition fraa undertaken 
A. D. QUO, express relief of Abduliuelck. And yet when, on Tuesday the 

^-^’ibaur' of Zilkaudah, of the three hundred and eighty ninth of the llid- 

^ ■ jcralj,* he entered the metropolis of the house of Saman, his first ob- 
ject appears to have been to secure the person of that unfortunate 
prince, who had absconded on his arrival ; but who soon fell into the 
handsol the emissaries employed to discover his retreat. He was tluMi 
conveyed in bonds to the city of Onzkund, where he was ultimately 
destined to terminate his existencciii captivity. 

Subsequent to this, Abu Ibrauhim Issmauil the son of Xouh, entitled 
Muutusser, having escaped from llokhara. continued, fora ])eriod of 
nearly six years, to lead, with a handful of desperate adlierents, a wan- 
dering and predatory life ; and to infest, as opportunity ofi’ered, the 
boundaries of the various potentates, whose autliority liad been estab- 
IssMAviL, son lisk<^d oil the disincinlienueiit of the duiniiiions of iiis ancestors; 
ot'Nouli last of until in the former Rebhcia, of the three hundred and ninety-fifth of 
Ike Samajiidi-s. Hidjcrah,t he was put to ileatli, on his way from Xissa towards 
Bokhara, by Mahruy, one of the agefits of Mahmud of Ghezuin: 
thus fulfilling the destiny of tlic race ofSiunan, after it had continued 
in power for about one hundred and twelve solar, or one linmlrod and 
sixteen lunar years; if we calculate from the period at which Aineir 
Issmauil the son of Aluned, became sole governor of .Mawur-un-iielicr 
in flic latter part of tile two hundred and seventy ninth of the Hiiljerah. 

Tlie narrative will ho next devoted to describe the events which 
proiluccd and attended the elevation to sovereign power, of the se- 
veral hranehes of the race of Buyah ; from the country of their origin 
more fre<jnently designated the Deyaulcmali, or princes of Deylem. 

On the authority of many of the most respectable historians, it is 
stated that Abu Shuja Buyah, the founder of the family, was a man 
in moderate circumstances among the people of Deylem, a well known 
and almost inaccessible division of the province of Tebrestaun, part 
of the ancient Hyrcania. He nevertheless boasted his descent from 
Behramgour,oneof the most renowned oftheancient Persian monarchs. 
On this person lieaven had bestowed three sons, each of whom deg- 
* OctOL/cr 21*t, A. V, Wl>. t December, A. 1>. 1004* 
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lifjpd, by a benevolent providence, to ascend to the most exalted rank A. 11. 20S. 
among the poVrersofthc earth. The names ofthese sons were Ally, llus. A. »o». 
sun, and Ahmed. 

Ahu Sliuja entertained for the mother of his children, an unbounded 
aflection ; and on her death became a prey to the most violent grief. 

A native of the same country, and an intimate acquaintance, of the 
name of Sht'heryaur the spn of llustum, on whose subsequent relation 
tliis part of the narrative is expressly founded, proceeded to visit, and 
expostulate with him, on this unmanly surrender of his faculties to 
the dominion of an unavailing sorrow ; and finally prevailed upon him 
lobe an inmate in his family, until the violence of his affliction should 
become in some degree abated. While he continued a guest at his 
friend’s, on this oeeasion, a man wJio professed some skill in astrology of 

and the interpretation of dreams, chanced to call, in the way of his Deilt iniU'!., 
profession ; and it oeeurred to A bn Sluija to describe to this wizzard, ^“J**** 

the oireumstanees of a curious dream which had happened to him a 
few nights before. In this he had conceived that a prodigious fire issued 
from his navel,* eastinu’ its light through the surrouiuling regions, and 
increasing in splendor until it reached the skies; it then separated into 
three distinct sections, at<raetjng the wonder and adoration of whole 
countries, and subject states. The astrologer observed, that it was in 
truth a very singular dream ; but that he could not deliver a word in 
explanation, until be gave him a horse and suit of apparel. Abu Shuja 
protesting his inability to comply with such a demand, the astrologer 
abated in his fei- to ten diiiaurs ; but this being also found to surpass the 
resources of Abu Sliiija, lie jiroeeeded at last to state gratuitously, that 
bis dream prognosticated the future dominion of his three sons, which 
should extend to the whole of the countries illuminated in the manner 
he had deserihed: and that their renown should fill the earth. “My 
children”said Bfiyah “ are those whom thou seest before thee ; and formy- 
“self, I am hut an obscure and indigent individual; by what possible 
“ force or circumstance is it then tohe imagined, that any children of mine 
should ever attain to the destiny, with which thou hast thought proper 
to flatter me ? It appears to me that thou art disposed to make a jest 
* J;.\ieutem exYcrttro i^neutt 
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A. H. SOS. ** of me.” “ Not so by him that made us,” replied the astrologeff^ 

A. D. 908. (, acquaint mewith the period of thy children’s nativity, in order that 1 

Kholaassut- «n)ay take a more deliberate view of their destiny.” AbA Sh^ja now 
communicated the necessary information ; and the astrologer, having had 
recourse to the mysteries of his art, proceeded to take the hand of the 
elder boy Ally; and kissing it pronounced that the sovereign power 
would first descend to this youth, the same that became afterwards 
entitled Emmaud-ud-doulah. In a similar strain he took the hands 
of Hussun and Ahmed, the future Rokken, and Muezz>ud-doul-ah, 
declaring, that to them also Avas allotted a share in the splendid and 
auspicious destiny of their brother. 

After this, it is not ver}’ surprising that the ambition of poAver should 
have been deeply implanted in the minds of the sons of Ruyah. In 
the mean time, Makan the son of Kauky becoming master of Tehres- 
taun, entertained both father and sons in his service. It was, however, 
jjot long before Esfaur the son of Sheirujah, n'volting against the au- 
thority of Miikan, expelled him from his government and assumed it to 
himself. M’heu he had retained his power for the space of a twelve 
month, the son of Sheiruyah was assassinated by one of tin: Kera'uinitah 
or Bowautinists, and succeeded by Murdawiinje the son of Zebanr, 
the brother of Washinagueir. But tlic extruded Makan returning to 
‘ recover his dominions, Murdawiinje was, in his turn, expelled, and 
driven into Khoraesaun. Ally the son of Buyah, and iiis brothers, 
W'ho appear to have shared the fortunes of their master, were now dis- 
patched by Makan towards Karje; while he proceeded himself to tlie 
attack of Isfahaun. At or near that place, he deh-ated Miiz utfer thesou 
of Yakut, the governor on the part of the Khalif Muktudder. Tlie 
vanquished chief proceeded to Sheirauz to demand the assistance of 
his father, who hastened, witliout delay, at the head of the troops of 
I'arss to repel the invaders. Here the name ofMurdawunje is abruptly 
and inexplicably introduced in the original, instead of that of his 
competitor Makan, as the idiief who had been before victorious at 
Isfehaun, and as being now a second time triumphant over the gover- 
nor of Farss, who was compelled to withdraw Iroin the contest ; but 
pai^sing in his retreat through Luristaun, with about two thousand 
horse, he unfortunately fell in with the sons of Buyah, whom, 14 



■ftic desire of Tcvenge, he ventured to attack. Hia hopes were flrus- 
trated, and he was driven for the last time from the field of battle. 
Emmaud-ud-doulah Ally, the elder of the Deylemites, accompanied by 
his brothers, now hastened in triumph to take possession of Shirauz, 
which they appear to have entered without opposition. A short time 
afterwards, Murdawunje being assassinated in a bath, by his guards, or 
disciplined slaves, the government of both Farss and Irtik Ajem became 
permanently invested in F.mmaud-ud-doulah, 

EMMArn-rn-Dor LA II Abul Hussun Ally, first^ monarch of the 
Buidcs, or race of.lifiyah. 

In thelatter part of the threehundred and twenty first of thellfdjerah, 
at Shirauz, thus destined to be the metropolis of his family. Ally the 
«on of IJdyah, with tlie unanimous concurrence of the Deylemite 
Anieirs, proceeded to seat hiinselfon the throne of roj'alty. The title 
oi Lnunaud-ud-doulah he did not recciv'e until the three hundred and 
tbirty-lourth of the llidjerah, when it Avas conJerred upon him, at the 
same time with those of Rokken-ud*doulah, and Muezz-ud-doulah, 
on his brothers- llussun and Ahmed respectively, by the Khalif Mus- 
Ickfy. By those titles we shall, however, as they generally appear in 
hist - ‘ry, honci forward continue to distinguish the brothers. Soon after 
he had assumed the sovereign authority, llokken-nd-doulah Hussun 
Avas dispatched, by his brother, to take possession of Isfahaun and I’er- 
sian iiak : aa hile the thir<l brother Muezz-ud-doulah' was employed ta 
wccure the province of Kerinaiin. 

On taking possession of Shirauz, after the defeat ofYakut, Einmaud- 
ud-doulah is described to have established his abode in tlie habitation 
of the fugitive; and as the treasury ofYakut had been found quite 
empty, the soldiery Averc bijcoming extremely clamorous for their 
arrears. He VA'as deliberating Avith considerable anxiety of mind, on 
the means by Avhich he should contriA-e to extricate himself from this 
diltoima, when casting his eyes upwards, he obserA'ed from a hole in 
the ceiling of the apartment, a hideous serpent, alternately putting out 
and drawing back its head. In some degree of dismay, he immedi- 
ately directed the ceiling to be broke up, in order to destroy this dan- 
gerous and detestable reptile. While they were employed in carrying 
iJiesc orders intoexecution,the work men discovered, to his infinite sur» 
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prise and gratification, ^ a particular part of the roofj a deposit hi 
treasure and jewels, to an incalculable amount ; the former of which he 
very cheerfully distributed to his soldiers. N ot long afterwards, send- 
ing for a tay lor to cutout some wearing apparel, he happened to 
desire his attendants to bring him a cubit staff ; and the taylor, who 
was deaf, misconceiving, (or hearing imperfectly what had been said) 
that the prince had ordered his canc, for the purpose of extorting 
from him some confession with respect to tlie property, of Yak (it, in- 
continently cried out, that the cudgel was by no means necessary ; for, 
God was witness, there were not in his possession, of the effects of 
the late governor, more than seventeen chests. Smiling at the unlooked 
for and agreeable discovery, which had no less excited the astonish- 
ment of his attendants, Emmaud-ud-donlah did not neglect to avail 
himself, of course, of this additional instance of good fortune. 

In thus bestowing her favors upon Emmaud-ud-doulah, fortune ap- 
pears indeed, to have been more than usually etjuitable, since he has 
loft to posterity the character of a benevolent, just, and prud«-nt j)rince. 
lie finally (juitted the sccneofearthlygrandcnr,in the three hundred and 
thirty-eighth of the llidjerah,* after a prosperous reign of sixteen years 
and six months : having, in the course of the disordiT, which carried 
him to his grave, nominated his nephew Ezzed-ud-doulah, the sou of 
Rokken-ud-doulah, to succeed him. 

Before he enters upon the reign of Ezzed-ud*doulah, the author ne- 
cessarily proceeds to devote a few passages to trace the destiny of the 
surviving brothers, llussun, and Ahmed. 

Muezz-ud-doulaii Ahmed, having, in concurrence with his 
brother’s instructions formerly adverted to, marched from Shirauz in 
the three hundred and twenty second of the llidjerah, in order to take 
possession of Kermaun, was first employed in making himself master 
of Serjaun; here at least supposed to be distinct from the capital, of 
the same name with the province at large. On the reduction of that 
}dacc, he proceeded furflier towards Kermaunwhich he also subjugated, 
after defeating Mahommed the son of Elcyas, the governor of the pro- 
vince, in a variety of conflicts. Having disposed of his conquests ia 
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. -t^at province in a manner to ensure his permanent possession, M^ezz- A. tl. 3S-fe 

ud'doulali next directed his views towards the territory of Ahiiauz ; A. D. 9t!>. 

all of which, in the course of time, he succeeded in uniting to his Kliolauisut- 

... T ,./•! • ul-akhbaor. 

Other acquisitions. It was subsequent to this nnal extension of his 

power, that he led his troops to Baghdad; which metropolis he entered 

on the eleventh day of the former Jummaudy,'of the three hundred 

and thirty-fourth oftheHidjerah, pledging his allegiance to the Khalif 

Mustekfy, and receiving from that monarch for himself, as formerly 

related, together with the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, the title ofMAezz- 

iid-doulah ; and for his brothers, .Mly and Hiissun, those of Emmaud, 

and Ilokken-ud-doulah, each of them signifying respectively, prop, 

or pillar of the state. 

After sustaining the authority of Ameir-ul-iimra at Baghdad fora 
period of one and tw'eiity years, M^ezz-ud-doulah died in the three 
liniulred and fifty sixth of the llidjerah, and was succeeded, as we have 
already noticed, in treating of the afi'«irsof the Kbelaufut, by his son 
Ez/-ud'doulali Rukhtiaur. 

llokken-ud-doulah Ahii Ally Hussun the son of Bfiyah, on infor- 
mation of the d</ath of his elder brother Emmaud-ud-doulah, in the 
three hundred and thirty-eighth of the Hidjerah ; hastened immediately 
to Shirauz ; and having resided there for about nine months, possibly 
toeonfirm the authority of his son Ezzed-ud-doulah appointed to sue- Rokkon-iid-rfou- 

coedtotbenossessionsofthcdcceased monarch, returned to Kevithecitv 

* , , . son of Bii yaii^ 

whichho appears to have upon for theseat of hisown government. 

Hence he became engaged in multiplied hostilities, intermitted by 

occasional accommodation, with the princes and generals of the race ; 

of S^man, as will already have occurred to the reader in a preceding i 

page. 

Hearing, towards the close ofhis life and reign, that his son, who had 
succeeded to the throne of Shirauz, had led his troops against Bagh- 
dad to the attack ofhis kinsman Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, and taken 
him prisoner, Rokkcn-ud-doulah received the intelligence with man- 
ifest displeasure : and, with a mind deeply a^ravated, proceeded 
•traight to Isfahaun. Under such circumstances, Ezzed-ud-doulah 
repaired to the presence ofhis father, whose resentment he employed 
^very species of apology to disarm; and the malady wliich had already 
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seised upoo Rokkeii«ud*doulah beginniag at this crisis to exhibit sbfne 
symptoms of more than ordiaarydjiager, that prince proceeded to make, 
between bis three sons, an equitable division of the territories aoqtiired 
through the valour and abilities of the family. To £zzed-ud-douIah 
he confirmed the entire province of Parss, with Kennaun and Abfiauz, 
and the country dependant on Baghdad. The government of Ham- 
adaun, the region of Jebaul, with Rey and Tebrestaun, he bestowed 
upon Fakher>ud-doulah; while the territory of Isfahaun was allotted 
to a third son, Mueyed-ud-doulah : the two latter princes were, at the 
same time, enjoined in no case to deviate firom the authority of Ez- 
zed-ud-doulah. A short time after he had had acquitted himself of 
these arrangements, Rokkcn-ud-doulah, in Mohurrim of the three hun- 
dred and sixty sixth of the Hidjerah,* hastened to the more permanent 
abodes of a better world ; after having exercised the powers of royalty 
for a period of forty years, of which, sixteen and a half during the life, 
and t went}' -seven years and a half subsequent to the death of his 
elder brother Emmaud-ud-doulah. He is described to have been pos- 
sessed of many benevolent qualities, and to have distinguished himself 
by considerable exertions in favor of the Sevuds, of the race of the 
prophet, in particular, and in general of men of learning and merit uf 
every class aud description. 

Ezzed-ud-doulah Abu Sbuja Finna Khossrou, the son ofRok- 
ken-ud-doulah. 

The narrative must now again rev'ert to the three hundred and thirty 
eighth of the Hidjerah, when, in conformity with the nomination of 
bis uncle, Ezzed-ud-doulah ascended at Shirauz the throne of royalty, 
and diifused to the world every grateful presage of a just and benefi- 
cent reign. 

The memory of this prince has, indeetl, been transmitteil to posterit\% 
with every attribute that can coinniand the admiration, or secure the 
attachment of mankind^ He has lux^n celebrated as the very flower 
not only of the monarchs of tlie race of BiWah, hut of all the contem- 
porary potentates of the world ; as forming the copious subject of the 
poet’s praise, and oi the historian’s approbation ; as will be found par- 
icularly recorded in the Kettaub-e-taujy, a w'ork dedicated to his 
parnona ge by Zeitiit Of perliaps Seb^i, oa- the transactions of this dinasty. 

* * Sf]>t«tttbcr A. D. 979. 



tW ewfirst of Ilfs reign he was twice enga^ged in hostilities agSinst a. H. <6%. 
Ihe terrf'tories tyf the Khclaufut ; and the last time, having defeated A. D. 9?8. 
his kinrstnati Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, in a great battle in the neigh- Klioiaubsut- 
bortiood of ^'okreit, that prince became his prisoner, and was put to ** ** * 
death by hisorders in the throe hundred and sixty-seventh of the Hid- 
jerah, at the age of six andtliirty ; and after having retained the govem- 
tnent of Baghdkd and Arabian Irak, for something more than fifteen 
^”ears. 

Having continued for some time at Mossfilo, in order to complete 
^he lodnction of tlie towns and castles in the adjoining territory, 
Ezzed-ud-doulah returned to Baghdad in th«i course of three hundred 
and sixty <dglit ; where he devoted a great part of his attention to res- 
tore to thcirfornier splendor the ruined edifices ofthat shattered metro- 
polis. He allotted to the ministers of religion, the Imaums and Mu- 
ezzins, withthoir resjresti ve |ilaces of worship, a regular and competent 
sribsistance; he employed his care to remove the distresses, and provide 
■f(jr the necessities of the indigent, the helpless, and infirm : he abolished 
the vexatious conlrthutions levied upon the pilgrims to Mekkah ; and 
ho encouraged and rewarded, by his patronage and bounty, the labours 
of the divine, the traditionist, the poet, the physician, and the learned 
in every branch of science. In short, he promoted, with a liberality 
w hich had no bounds, the objects of benevolence, humanity, and litera- 
ture, in every shape and form. Among otiier memorials which he 
consigned to posterity, of his taste for magnificence and useful im- 
provements, our attention is particularly directed to the fabric which 
he caused to be constructi'd over the sepulchre of Ally at Nudjef ; and 
to the dike or embankment which was erected at his ex pence to con- 
fine the waters of the Kurr, or Cyrus, between Armenia and Georgia ; 
a woi'k,of which, according to our author, the whole world can scarcely 
furnish a parallel. 

In the three hundred and seventy-second of the Hidjerah, this be- 
nevolent and able prince, was attacked by an epilepsy, which hurried 
him to his grave either in the latter part of the month of Ramzaun,* or 
beginning of Shavaul, at the age of forty-seven, and after a splendid 
reign offour and thirty years. In conformity with his dying instructiot^ 
be was buried at Nudjef. 

» March A. D. 90g. 
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MuEYED«TTD-BOULAHAb&M unsiltr, the son of Rokken-u<l«do ula^. 
It was formerly observed that by the tenor of their father’s will, the 
two younger brothers were particularly enjoined in all cases to respect 
the authority of the elder. Accordingly on the death of Rokken-ud- 
doulah, a dispatch was conveyed by MAeyed, to Ezzed-ud-doulah, 
announcing that with his permission he should then proceed to take 
possession of the country allotted to him by their latiier : and as this 
proposal was in all respects consonant to the liberal and benevolent 
views of Ez zed-ud-doulah, he not only complied with it, but appears 
to have made considerable exertions, if not sacrifices, in order to aug- 
ment the splendor of his brother’s lot. The conduct observed by Eak- 
her-ud-doulah the other brother, evinced, however, a very different 
spirit. Without consulting the paramount authority of Ezzed-ud- 
doulah, who, if the comparative statements of his age and reign above 
recited, be in any degree correct, could novertludess have scarcely 
exceeded his fourteenth year, he proceeded without cert inony to invest 
himself with the sovereign dignity. This step drew upon Eakher-ud- 
doulahtheiinmcdiatedispleasureofEzzed ud doulah,b^ v^ homthetbird 
brother, Mueyed-ud-donlah, was employed to commence hostilities 
against him. Fakher ud-doulah conceiving himself over matched, 
withdrew from his province, and claimed the protection of Kubiis the 
son ofWaushmagueir, prince of Jurjaiin; who received him with kind- 
ness and distinction, and wdio steadily rejected every application, on 
the part of the brothers, to deliver up his guest. 

In order to enforce the application, Mueyed-ud-<loulah, in the be- 
winnino- of three hundred and seventy one, proceeiled with his army 
towards Jurjaun ; where he fought, and defeated the prince of that 
territory, and compelled both him and Fakher-utl-doulah to fly for 
refuge into Khorassaun. In that province, from llussauin.>ud<doulah 
Taush, the lieutenantof Ameir Nouhthe S imaunian, whose aid they 
besought, they experienced a very distinguished and hospitable recep- 
tion ; and they were soon afterw'ards accompanied by hi.n, at the head 
of a powerful force, and under the sanction of his master’s authority, 
to expel their aggressor from Jurjaun. Mheycd-ud-doulah shut him- 
Wll up at first within the ramparts of that place ; but during the month 

Mamzaun, of the same year, in a formidable sortie, under cover of 



(he night, he eoih'pletely surprised the camp of his besiegers; who were 
compelled, with disgrace and loss, to return again into Khorassaun. 

After this signal victory, M&eyed-ud-doulah continued, in the full 
enjoyment of success, to exercise his power, until the three hundred 
and seventy-third of the Hidjerah, when he died, possibly at Rey, 
after a government, should we calculate from the death of his father* 
of five and thirty years. 

Fakher-ud-oodlah Abul Hussun Ally, the son of Rokken-ud^ 
doulah. 

At the period of his brother’s death, Fakher-ud-doulah was still re- 
siding at Neyshapiir, under the protection of the government of Khor- 
nssaun ; but on intelligence of that event, and on the express invitation 
ofthenobles of the country, be proceeded, without hesitation, into Irak 
Ajein. For, on the decease of their late lord, the courtiers, or principal 
follovversof Mucyed-ud-doulah, having debated as to the person whom 
they should select.lroin the race of lluyah, to succeed to the sovereign 
authority, it was determined, on the recommendation of Issinauil the 
son of Fbbaud, that Fakher-ud-doulah, as the el.lest surviving prince 
of the family, should be immediately summoned from Khorassaun, 
and inv('sted with the authority of his predecessors. The invitation was 
accordingly conveyed to Neyshapur, from whence Fakher-ud-doulah 
hastened without delay, to avail himself of this favoralde concurrence ; 
and being seated without oj)position on the throne f)fllokken-ud-doulah, 
conferred the dignity of \ ezzeir, with very extensive powers, on the 
above mentioned Issinauil, who had so essentially promoted his recal 
and restoration. 

In the three hundred and seventy-seventh of the Hidjerah, the same 
Vezzeir, u ho isdescribed as a manof unrivalled talentsand ability, was 
employed by Fakher-ud-doulah, inthe reduction ofTcbrestaun ; which, 
by the capture of several of its numerous strong holds, he brought, to 
all suitable purposes, under the authority of his master. 

Having further conceived tlie design of extending his power over 
Baghdad and the western Irak, Fakher-ud-doulah, iu the eourse of 
three hundred and seventy-tiine, proc-.s'd d at the head of his troops 
towards that quarter, while his kmsiiuui Bahst-ud-doulah advaueed to 
oppose him. iu the territory of Ahuauz wniie i>otu armies la) eu- 
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in tbepiteselM^ o € ^cfa otfa^, the qsontidMi or{^Ak)ieri>udkt}MriAr 
was fittddetaiy inendated hy a flood ni tlteriver ot' that name ; And the 
ciTcutastanee being ascfribed by the soldiers tp some treachery, or Oon- 
trivanceon the ^ft of the enemy^they shamefully betrayed the glory 
of their soteteign, and fled from a danger which had «o existence but 
in theirown terrided imaginations. Fakher-^udodawlah, returned with 
precipitation to his capital of Rey, or Rhi ; from whence, at somestrtK 
Sequent pdfi’od, heappealns to have transferned his residence to iiam* 
adaun. 

In tl>e three hundredand eighty flfth eftbe Hidjjerah, he was sum- 
tnoned to attend the last admonitions ot'fais prudent and skilful vet xeir, 
Issmauil Sahifa'-Ebbaud, as he is orcasioSially entitled ; who proceeded 
to state to his sovereign, that during the period of his admiiiistmtioa, 
his utmost exertions had been directed to prtjmote the widfare and 
happiness of all classes of his people ; and that the success of those 
exeitioas was to be seen ia the prosperity mud abundance, which per- 
vaded every' part of his dominions. His dying request therefore was, 
that the system thus ■swccessftilly traced fmr his sovereign, might not 
be -abandoned ; so that the advantages, the blessings derived fn>m the. 
approved nrrangeipents'of a faitldul minister, might continue to be felt 
in the future happiness of hismaster’s reign, without being in any shape 
nacribed to the merit oi’ him who was no more. Otlierw'ise should the 
prince unfortu-natelyneglect these pmdcnt and disinterested counsels, 
aud be governed by maxims of an opposite tetidesncy, the source of so 
many beneficent results would be sought for in his grave ; and he could 
not but predict the most disastrous consequences to the state. Fakli- 
nr-ud'dontah very readily promised to abide by the precepts ol lua 
faithful adroonitor ; but be had scarcely breathed his last, before he 
ungrAtcfully seized upon all his treasures ; exposed his children and 
dependents to every specitjs of injury ; and in every measure crfhis go- 
vernment, betrayed the' principles «»d disposition of an unjust and 
'ajbitniry tyrant. 

Such , at thesametitne, wastbe veneratioh exhibited by tbenoble Deyle- 
taites, towardslhevirtuesand tafentsofthwillwtrioosmiBistOT, that they 
kissed the ground before the ear which conveyed his body to the prin- 
cipal nosque ; and having there, Ver the present, easpeoded hia Gcdfii^ 



%oin the roof, they at a subsequent period removed ft to Islbhaun, 
where his remains were ultimately committed to the earth. Of the 
same Issmauil S4hib Ebbaud, it is further recorded, that in talents and 
science, genius and intelligence, he was the Phoenix of4heage in which 
he lived, in as much as in the clearness of his views and the compre- 
hensiveness of his blind, he was the perpetual theme and reference of 
old and young in every condition of life. Of his passion for literature, 
we have a conspicuous proof in the assertion, that in some of his expe- 
ditions, a train of four hundred camels was required for the conveyance 
of his library ; and he had finally conducted the affairs of the vizzaurut* 
with splendid ability for a period of eighteen years. 

While he resided in the fortress of Tabarek or Teberek, in the three 
hundred and eighty-seventh of the Hidjerah, heving gorged himself 
to excess, on kabaub, or forced-meat of beef and grapes, Fakher-ud- 
doulah was attacked by a violent bowel complaint, which shortly af- 
terwards carried him to his grave, after a reign of about fourteen years. 
The proj)crty which be left behind him is stated to have been prodi- 
gious ; and as a criterion whereon to form some estimate of his other 
eflects, we are I'urthtr instructed, that the articles of his wardrobe, in 
apparel ready for wear alone, extended to three thousand camel-loads, 
he was, as w ill be presently related, succeeded by his son Majid-ud- 
douhih. In the mean time, our attention must necessarily be with- 
drawn, to trace the proceedings of the collateral brunches of the race 
of lliiyah, 

Siiri;F-rD-Dori,AH Ahi'il Fowauress (father ofchivalry) Sheir Zeid, 
the son of Kzzed-tid- doulab. 

At the period of his father’sdeath, in the three hundred and seventy 
second of the 1 1 idjiTah, this prince w^asgovernor of K^rmaun ; but hast- 
ening to Shiraiiz on intelligence of that event, he employed some 
time and assiduity in rendering his authority secure in the metropolis 
of his family. That phject attained, and all the means provided that 
were necessary to sul»staiitiatc his power, he led his troops towards 
Ahuaiiz, from w'hence he succeeded in expelling his brother Ahmed, 
li! the month of Rudjuh of the year three hundred and seventy four, he 
had completed the reduction of the city and territory of Bassorali ; 
aud, in the early part ol three hundred and seventy -six, he proceeded 
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A. H. 878. against Baghdiid. From that metropolis, confiding to the force offra» 
A. D. 986. tejnal affection, his brother Sumsaum>ud*douIah, the Ameir-^ul-fimfar 
Kholauisut- Khelaiifut, hastened to put himself in his power ; and being inv 

mediately made a prisoner, was conveyed to lament his credulity in a 
Persian fortress. Sliurf-ud-doulah then obtruded himself into the ex- 
ercise of his brother’s power; which he continued: Jp enjoy to the period 
of his death in the three hundred and seventy-ninth of the Hicljcrah. 

S'UMSAUM-UD-OOULAH Abu Kalinjar Mcrzcbauii, the son ofEzzed- 
ud-doulah. 


Sl-MSACM-CD- 
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This prince, of whom we have already spoken, had exercised the 
authority of Ameir-ul-iimra at Baghdad for a period of four years sub- 
sequent to the death of his father, when his person wasseized by Shurf- 
ud-doulah, in the manner to which we have just adverted. But on 
intelligence that hisbrotherwas withdrawn from the cares and troul>lcs 
of life, he w'as immediately set at large from captivity, through the in- 
terference of a body of Turkish soldiers. A numerous army soon 
flocked to his standard ; and the alarm spreading to Baghdad, tKc third 
brother, Baha-ud-doulah, advancc«l from that metropolis to counteract 
his further designs. After some indecisive conflicts, an accommo- 
dation was at last brought about between the two chiefs ; by which 
it was arranged that Farss and Erjaun, should be subject to the author- 
ity of Sumsaum-ud-doulah, while the remainder of Ivhozistaun, with 
Arabian Irak should continue under the governmentofBahu-ud-doulah. 


Six of the sons of Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, who were confined in 


one of the fortresses in the Persian territory, being set at liberty by 
their guards, in the course of the three hundred and eighty-third of the 
Hidjerah, immediately commenced a formiilable insurrection in Farss ; 
which Abfl Ally the son of Ustaud Hormuz was employed by Sum- 
saum-ud-doulah to suppress. Each of these six personages fell into the 
hands of Abb Alh', by whom they were conducted to the presence 
of his sovereign ; who condemned two of them to die, while the remain- 
ing four were again consigned to a prison. In the mean time, the 
articles ofthe treaty with Baha-ud-doulah having in some instance or 
other been violated, the same Abb Ally was now dispatched by Sum- 
saum-ud-doulah towards Baghdad; a competent force being employed 
to oppose that general on the part of Babk-ud-doulali. in the tediou|> 



W'ar&re which ensaed, fortune appeared, !n most instances, disposed A. M. Stir. *. 
to favor the standard of AbA Ally : but, at the moment when the affairs A. D. 907. 
of Bah&-ud-doulah had been driven to the very brink of destruction, 
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intelligence arrived that his rival brother had been put to death. For 
the troops in Parss, dissatisfied that their pay should have been with- 
held from thorn, for a longer period than usual, once more undertook 
to set at large the sons of Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur; with whom they 
openly revolted against, and proceeded immediately to attack the per* 
son of Sumsaum-ud-doulah. At a village called Dudmaun, about two 
leagues, or farsangs, from Shirauz, they made him their prisoner ; and 
he was then put to death by order of Abu Nasser, the son of Ezz-ud** 
doiilah, after a reign of nine years and eight months ; which would fix 
this event to tlie month of Zilhudje, of the year three hundred and 
eighty-seven.* 

Ba nA-rD-DouLAH Abu Nasser Khossrou Feyrouz, the son of 
Ez zed-ud-doiilah. 

I'nder the Kholaufut of VI Taeia we have already seen, that the 
person who now claims our attention, succeeded to the dignity of 
Ameir-ul-umra, on the death of his brother Shurf-iid-doulah, in the 
three hundred and seventy-ninth of the Hidjerah; and on the present 
occasion, all obligations to Sumsaum-ud-doulah being finally dissolved 
by the fate of that prince, Abu Ally the son ofUstaud Hormuz, with Baha-vd-bov- 
others ol'tlie native chiefs and soldiers of Deylem w'ho served under his iah. 
authority, went over without hesitation, and enrolled themselves in 
the service of the surviving brother, Bah&-ud-doulah. On this im- 
portant acquisition of force, the latter drew his army toAhuauz ; and 
having established his authority in that province, next dispatched Abd 
Ally intoFarss, to quell the insurrection ofthe sons ofBukhtiaur. With 
his ordinary success, the son ofUstaud Hormfiz triumphed over the 
troops of the insurgents, compelling Abfi Nasser, their leader, to fly the 
province : and intelligence of bis victory being conveyed toBahd-ud- 
doulah, that prince proceeded into Farss without furtherdelay, and, in - 
retaliation for w’hat bad been recently experienced in the fate of his 
brother, -inflicted the punishment ofHeath upon all the sous of £zz-ud* 

•December, A. D. 081, 
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A, 409 . rdpulali who fell Into his hands.. Mouffek ,thp son of Issmauil was dlt- 

A. H. 1012. patched in the mean time, in pursuit of Abh Nasser, the survivor of 
that unfortunate branch of the family, who had fled to Jireft on the 
remoter confines of Kermaun. On the approach of his pursuers, this 
hopeless wanderer sought to continue his flight ; but one of h.is own 
followers, wearied out by this irksome state of perpetual alarm, suspense, 
and hostility, with a single stroke of his scimitar, brought him lifeless to 
the earth, and taking off his head, conveyed it iinmediately to Mouffek* 
The latter having ranged the province at will, returned to the presence 
of his sovereign, and was bountifully rewarded for his services. 

These events appear to have given stability to the good fortune of 
Bali&-ud>doulah ; who continued henceforward to exercise thesupreme 
power to the full fruition of his wishes, until, at Oujaun, in the latter 
Jummaudy of the four hundred and third of the Hidjerali, he was car- 
ried off by an epilepsy, in the forty third year of his age, and the 2.5th 
of his reign. In conformity to the injunctions of his will, he was buried 
at Nudjef, near the tomb of his father. 

Majid or Mejid-uo-doulau Abfi Tauleb Rhstum, the son of 
Fakher-ud-doulah. 

When, on the demise of his father, in the throe hundred and eighty 
seventh of the Hidjerah, andinexpresscoiicurreneewith the sentiments 
of the militarv chiefs of his nation, he ascrendedthe throne of his an- 
cestors, this prince was yet a minor ; and his mother Seydah, a woman 
of singular probity and ability, undertook the charge of government 
Majid cd hisbehalf. The ungrateful stripling had, however, no sooner attained 
DouLAu. tothe age of puberty than he set hiinselfto oppose the prudent measures 
"of this discreet and valuable parent ; ami, in defiance of her counsels, 
committed the office of Vezzeir to thedubious fidelity, perhaps, of Abu 
Ally. The respectable dowager equally resenting the m'gleet and in- 
gratitude of her son, privately w ithdrew to the fortress of 'Fabarek,* the 
seen of her husband’s dissolution ; but shortly afterwards embraced an 
opportunity of escaping thence at midnight to.wards Lonstaun. The 
governor of the latt< r province, Budder the son of Musnuyah, has- 
tened togive her the most honountble reception; and in due time recon* 

* Suneiniic* to tbeuutUiuardufRey, 



^Wfiled heir it*the considertible force towards Hey, ffare battle a. H. 40 ^c#. 

to 'Maj’id'Ud-dOulab who opposed him at the head of his troops, and a» P- ioia-a o» 
having defeated ahd taken him prisoner, together with his obnoxious 
Vezzeir, finally seated the princess Seydah in paramount possession of 
the throne of Irhk Ajem. The son of Husnfiyah then withdrew to his 
province, amply compensated by the marks of her bounty which she 
liberally bestowed upon him for his important services. 

The attention of this singular queen was now directed, by an im- 
partial administration of justice, to diffuse prosperity and happiness 
throughout her country. She held stated and regular communications 
with her ministers, and gave replies to the embassadors of foreign princes, 
untutored, and unassisted by any one ; with no other difference than 
in the hangingsof the apartment, which, to preserve the decorum of her 
st'X, she on such occasions interposed to screen her person from the 
view of the public. When she had, however, thus continued for some 
time to devote herself to the w'elfare and happiness of her people, she 
at last gave way to the impulse of maternal affection, and determined 
to overlook the past misconduct of her son. Majid>ud-doulah was in 
consequence permitted to ro-ascendthe throne ofhisfather: and as long 
as the princess Seydah survived to influence his conduct, the country 
Continued to exhibit all the marks ofa just and benevolent government, 
which had distinguislied herown auspicious administration. But when 
she died, prosperity and order appear to have descended with her to 
her grave. 

In the early part of the four hundredand twentieth of the Hidjerah, 
and in the confusion which succeeded to the death of the above ex- 
cellent princess, Sultan Mahm6d of Gheznin disclosed his design of 
subjugating IrSk Ajem ; and having entered Mazanderaun, he, from 
thence, detached a part of his army to take possession of Rey, directing 
bis general to use every exertion to get the person of Majid-ud-doulah 
into his power alive ; in which he appears to have experienced but 
little difficulty. When he found that the troops of Mahmfid had ac- 
tually entered his territories, Majid-ud-doulab, with what, in the 
derangement of terror, he might conceive a stretch of singular saga- 
city, immediately proceeded to join them, and thus became a voluntary 
Cfcptive in the hands of his enemies. Silltan Mahmfid, on this accept- 
able piece of intelligence, hastened in person, without delay, to Rey ; 
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and having siunmoned the credulous andnaiserable captive 
sence, is said to have held with him a conversation in the following 
strain. He first demanded if he had ever perused the Shahnamah : 
an ancient chronicle, or history of sovereign princes, so called, for it is 
not probable that the celebrated heroic poem of that name, the work of 
FerdAssy was yet circulated; and having been replied to in the af> 
firmative, the Sfiltan further demanded if he had ever played at chess: 
and being still answered in the affirmative, he proceeded to ask if, in 
the history to which he had referred him, there was a single example 
recorded of two roonarchs reigning in the same dominions ; or whether 
on his chess-board it had ever occurred to him to see the two kings 
planted on the same square? “Not that I am aware of in any instance,'* 
replied Majid-ud>doulah. “Then” said Mahmud, “ what insanity 
“ could have impelled thee, without an effort, to unite thyself to my 
“ troops, and thus tamely abandon tliy person, and liberty, to the dis- 
cretion of a stranger”? After which, causing the unfortunate prince, 
his son, and principal adherents, to be laid in bonds, he sent him in 
that state to Ghezntn, from whence he never returned. The authority 
of Majid-ud-doulah is stated to have subsisted under various circum- 
stances for about thirty years : but as he was for the most part inor- 
dinately devoted to hissensual pleasures, his memory cannot bcentitled 
to any extraordinary degree of esteem. 

SuLTAt'x-UD-oouLA 11 Abu Sliuja the son of BaIia-nd-dou 1 ah, on 
the death of his father at Oujaun, or Erjaun, it is not exactly discri- 
minated w'hich, in the four hundred and third ofthellidjerah, succeeded 
with the unanimous concurrence of the nobles and p.iucipal individuai» 
of the province, to the vacant throne of hispredecesso.s; and proce* d- 
ing immediately to Shirauz, dispatched Jullaul-ud-doulah, oneof his 
brothers, to take charge of the government of Bassorah, while Abul 
Fowauress, another, w'as employed to secure Kerinaun. The latter, 
however, no sooner reache<j his province, than he thre\v off the author- 
ity of S(iltaun-ud-doulah, against whom he commenced immedi.atp 
hostilities ; which, under considerable vicissitude of fortune, he coiir 
tinned tor a long time to maintain, until in the year lour hundred and 
nine, their difierences terminated in some ^pec,i^. .of itccommodation ; 
by which, at all events, the province of Kermaun was kit as tormerj/k 



t^'AbAl Fdwatoisfe? the condition tfeat'TieWotild entertain no 

further designs of hostility against Kis brother. 

In the four hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerali, MAsliurruf-ud- 
doulah revolted against the authority of his brother, and was supported 
in his views by a great part of the army : but when hostilities had con-^ 
tinned for a period of some duration, this dispute was also destined to 
terminatein atreaty, by which it was agreed that Miishurruf-ud-doulah 
should administer the government of Arabian Irak as the lieutenant of 
Sultaun-ud-doulah ; and that the latter should confine his residence to 
the limits of Farss and Ahuauz : it being further stipulated between the 
brothers, that neither of them should bestow the employment of Vez- 
zeirupon Eben Sehlan, who w'as considered the principal promoter of 
their disunion. 

Sultaun-iid-doulah, nevertheless, havingleft Waussiton the conclu- 
sionof Ihetreaty, and withdrawn intothe territory of A h6euz, no sooner 
reached Tusler, than in direct violation of his recent engagements, 
be conferred the \ izzauriit upon the obnoxious Eben Sehlan: whom 
he sent back shortly afterwards to recommence hostilities against Mur . 
ahurruf-ud-donliih. The contest thus renew'^ed between the brothers 
w as now protracted to the year four hundred and thirteen, wdien their 
differences were once more accommodated by a treaty ; Irak Arab 
being (jiiully coded in full sovereignty to Mfishiirruf-ud-doulah, and 
Farss and Kermaun confirmed to Sultaun-ud-doulah. The latter sur- 
vived this period for about tw’o j^ears ; dying at Shirauz in the four 
hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah,^ after a turbulent reign of some- 
thing more than twxdve years. 

MusiiURRU F-u D-Dou LA H Abfi Ally Hussun, the son ofBah&-ud- 
doulah, having, in the manner just related, struck from the Khotbah 
the name ol his brother Sultaun-ud-doulah, continued with consider- 
able success to exercise the functions of government at Baghdad; until 
the former Kabbeia of the four hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerali,f 
when he died after an administration, as it is alh ged, of five years and 
Iweuty five days. 
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.^C|i|. 4 U)K>«trs!*D 0 Trx.Aai Timher, the eon of BiJii«ododbakli>* 
succeeded to the dignity of Aj]ieir>ul«Axara at Baghdad, on the deaBi 
ofr his brother MfiBhurruf-ud>4oulah ; and his power subsisted, under 
spme diversity of circumstances, for a period of eighteen years and' 
ebven months, during which he was engaged in contests perpetually 
rpcurring with the T urkish mercenaries ; until, in Sbabaun , of the year 
four hundred and thirty-five,* as hath been ^ready observed under thei 
Khelaufut of U1 K&eim, he was finally removed by the hand of death. 

Ezz-ul-mulk Abfi Kalinjar Metzebaun, the son of SAltaun-ud^ 
doulah, being in Ahhauz at the period of his lather's death, in the four 
hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah, hastened without delay, on in- 
telligence of that event, towards Shirauz. Becoming, however, engaged 
in a protracted warfare, with bis uncle Abul Fowauress, the governor 
of Kermaun, hostilities continued between them, with a singular fluc- 
tuation of success and discomfiture, until the death of the latter, in 
four hundred and nineteen, placed both the provinces of Farss and 
Kermaun in undisputed possession of£zz-ul-mAlk. Subsequent to this, 
a tedious war of nine Tears broke out between him and Julhiul-ud* 
‘doulah, another of his uncles, the Ameir-ui-fimra of the Khelaufut ; 
until the four hundred ulitt twenty-eighth of the Hidjerah,*!' when a 
peace was concluded between the adverse kinsmen, each of them re« 
oiprocally engaging on oath to lay aside all further contemplation of 
mutual hostility. On the death of Jullaul-ud-doulah, in the year tour 
hundred and thirty five, already adverted to, the name of £zz-ul-Mdlk, 
was, as far as the formality could extend, introduced into the Khotbah, 
and other acts of government, on his arrival at Bt^hdad ; but the for- 
tune of the. race of Bfiyah w*as, by this time, rapidly declining before 
the powerful ascendancy of the blood of Seljhk. Abfi Kalinjar con- 
tinued however to uphold the sinking destinies of bis family, until the 
four hundred and fortieth of the Hidjerali,J when he died, after a pro-: 
tracted reign of about five and twenty lunar yeUrs. In additton to his 
other, titles this prince occasionally bmre those of £mmaud-ud-dein«c 
fillah — pillar of the faith of God ; and, Hussaum-ud-doulab-— 
of the state. 

Ul-Mk LEK-UK-B A H £i M Khossrou Fcyrouz the son of Ezz-ul-mfilK 
Abfi Kalinjar. 

* Jdarcb, A* D, 1044> 
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''‘^heniitteingenoeofhU&ther'BdeatbwaidomiitufrieAedatBaghdlidi A. If. 44«-4ai 
dignity 4^ Ameir>ul-Amra became vested in this prince. His bro- A. D. 1048^ 
ther, AbAMunsdrFAllaudSettoun, having however assumed the royal Kholaussut- 
authority at Sbiraoz, an inveterate course of hostilities thereupon com* "*'**‘******^* 
menced between the rival princes ; and continued until the early part of 
the year four hundred and forty seven ; when AbA MunsAr being com- 
pelled to abandon his capital, the province of Farss was united to the 
territories already in possession of his more fortunate rival. But the 
celebrated Toghrel Beg arriving before Baghd&d on the twenty fifth of Me****-®!* 
Ramzaun ofthe same year,* as was formerly noticed under the Khe- ®*‘*®**** 
laufut of U1 Kaeim, M^)ek*ur*raheim was shortly afterv'ards delivered 
up to that formidable chieftain, by whom he was condemned to im- 
prisonment in one of his fortresses, where he ultimately died. The 
government of Mfelek-ur-raheim is alleged, however, to have subsisted 
under all circumstances, -for a period of seven years. 

Abu MuNSCRFAllaudSettoun (column of steel) theson of AbfiKa- 

linjar, having, on the death of his father in four hundred and forty, as- 

nuinod at Shirauz, the sovereign authority, in addition to the war^in 

which he was immediately engaged with M^lek-ur-raheim, appears to 

luivi' been furtlicr embarrassed by the opposition which he experienced 

to his authority, from another brother of the name of Abu Sauid Khoss- 

rou Shah ; if, indeed, these were not one and the same person, of which 

there is a consideral»le probal>ility, since it is immediately observed, 

that on the death of this Khossrou Shah, Ahfi Munsfir became from . ,, 

Arc Mi'Vscb 

that period more firmly established in his power. Proceeding however, FuliauU Settoua, 
to put to death, at the instance ot his mother, one ofthe chiefs of his 
court entitled Sauheb-c-audil, who had officiated as his father’s prime 
minister, the circumstance produced in Fazzel the son of Hussun, oc- 
casionally distinguished by the appellation of Fuzzelfiyah (usurper 
perhaps) a very powerful Aineir, and the friend ofthe deceased, a de- 
termination to avenge die injury; and hostilities having immodiattly 
ensued, Abfi Munsur, in the course of the year lour hundred and forty 
eight, fell into the hands of the insurgent, and became a prisoner in 
l^iie of his own castles. The successiui rebt 1, repaired at a subsequent ^ 

* December 17tb, A, D. 1055. 



Ak H. 41B. period to the camp.or court of Alep Arslan, the nephew andsuoee^r 
A. P. lo&g. of Toghrel Beg, and obtained from that prince for himself, a patent for 
Kboiaussttt- the government of Farss. The power of Abd Munsur, including tlie 
vl-akhbaur. jjj which it was contested with his brother, subsisted for about 

eight years. 

Abu Ally,Key Khossrou the son ofAbdKalinjar, appears to have 
been the last of the race of Bdyah, that was suffered to retain a vestige 
of the power of his ancestors. Some time after the fate of his brothers 
had been decided, he voluntarily repaired to thecourtof Alep Arslan, 
who generously bestowed upon him the town of Nubendejaun, with 
part of the adjoining territory. There he continued to lead a life of en- 
viable tranquillity and peace, until, in the four hundred and eighty se- 
Abu Alit, venth of the Hidjerah, he withdrew to the mansions of eternal rest. 
Key Khoss- Henceforward, of this celebrated family, thename and recollection alor>e 
Dejlemito**'* survived to mark the page of history, after it had flourished with con- 
sider splendor fora period of one hundred and twenty seven lunaryi^rrs; 
calculating from the accession of i£mmaud-ud>doulah the firstmonarcb, 
in the three hundred and twenty first, to the imprisonment of Abfl 
Munsur Fullaud Settoun, in the four hundred and forty eighth of the 
Hidjerah. 

The name of Washmagueir the son of Zebbaur, the brother of Mur- 
dawunje, and the founder of a family w'hich, for several successions, 
enjoyed the principality of Jurjaun, or Jurjoun, on the south eastern 
extremity of the Caspian, has already been introduced to the attention 
of the reader. With his accustomed brevity, our author now proceeds 
Of Washma- jq state that this personage traced his origin to Erghesh, who was 
Accessors in '* priuce, or governor of Guilan, in the remote ^e of Key Khossrou ; for 
jarjaun. whom, if he was not the Cyrus of the Greeks, we shall find some dif- 
ficulty in discovering a parallel in the records of European history. It 
was observed on a former occasion, that about the three hundred and 
thirty second of the Hidjerah,* the same Washmagueir appeared in 
the court of AmeirNouh, the son of Nasser the Samaunian, and that he 
was enabled through the assistance of that prince, in the course of the 
. following year, to make himself master of the city of Jurjaun, and the- 
territory usually annexed to it. 

*A. D.943^ 
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.! . ' ‘ ‘ Vrashmnjurii, in the three hnndrcrl and firty-slxth A.H. 85 e-Tl. 
c ' ! i i ’ ■ ^v^.s succeeded l>y his son lieisettoun; of whom A. I). 9 f »7 » 3 » 

. . i * », . ‘ 0(1 further, than tlrat when the hand of time had 

i <50 of his desiiuy, about the year three hundred and 

‘ x ; - Diotl ‘r Kahus, entitled Shiiins-ul-maula (the sun of 

’ !• J '1 ■ * .el'^d his l)rovvs with the diadem of sovereign author- Beisettoun 
ii; . ^ V .1 te ;iic inhabitants of Jurjaun an auspicious pre- 


sage (»i .. ).■ ' »ikI (ouiiiiiiie rei^n. 

In !u n* vok iH’o of disposition and manners, in tbc 2;races oftheun- 
derstaiidino^am* « I. vationofniind,SuuMS-UL-M aula-k abus, the son 
ofArashma'OUi'ir. issjid t' liaviiheeu distiuGfuished farbevond his con- 
t*iiipor;ui«'s, in !ii'< tiioughls and actions as averse to the conception or 
roinmissi( n of all that Avas base and unworlhv, as he was renowned 
tl rongli the world for hissingularc'loquence, and the masterly compositi- 
ons of hi>; i)en. These wore so remarkable for their peculiar beauty, as to 
have drawn from Saheh-e- i'.hhand, the accomplished vezzeir ofFakh- 
( r-ud-doula!), an aeknow’ii'dgoniont, that he could discriminate them 
from those of any other, by the perusal of a single liii". 

lie was, however, in the course of the year three hundred and seventy 
onc.J tlie sixth of his government, in consequence of the assistance 
V liiA-h he had aflbrded to I'akher-ud-doulah, compelled to abandon his 
country to the troopsof ,Mneyed-nd-douIah the Deylemite, as noticed 
in a former page, and to retire into Khorassaun. In that province, 
under every viei>sitndr of fortune, he continued to reside for 110 less a 
period than eighteen years ; during Avhieh, his native benevolence, and 
greatness of mind, nevt r once forsook him ; as was universally experi- 
enced by the Itest and most distinguished persons wiuiiutbc limits of 
that extensive territory. 

The injury vvliieb he had experienced in the loss of his country, ift 
conse(]uence of his attachment to I'iikher-nd-doulali, might have jus- 
tified the expeclatiou, that when that prince was restored to power, 
on the death of his brother, he should have been also reinstated in the 
possession of his jtaternal iuheritaiiee. The services of Kaltus wore, 
nevertheless, cither forgotten, nr totally disregarded ; and the territory 
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A. H. 888. of JArjaun was added without ceremony by Fak1ier-ud>doulah, to his 
A. P. 998. otjjej. domiiiiorts. The authority of KabAs was however, on the 

prince, openly proclaimed in Mazandcraun, through the 
influence and exertions of Espahbed Sheheryaur, one of the native 
chiefs, who caused his name to be inserted in the Khotbah and coin- 
age of the country, in the three hundred and eighty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah.* Shums-ul-maulaKabAs hastened immediately from NeyshapAr 
to avail himself of this unexpected turn of fortune, and was quietly 
established on the throne of Mazandcraun. llis power henceforward 
daily acquired additional splendor, until, in the process of time, the 
provinces of Tebrestaun, and Guilan, were united to his other posses- 
sions; his son Menutcheher being appointed to the government of the 
latter, and one of his principal followers to tliatof the former. 

' Kut with all the eminent endowments of mind which he is acknow- 
ledged to have possessed, there were some necessary (pialificdtions, 
in which this prince appears to have been very conspicuously deficient. 
His deportment tow’ards his nobles and military chiefs was morose 
mid unaccommodating to an extreme (h*gree ; and his administration 
of justice was sanguinary beyond example. In short, he knew no 
punishment but the avenging steel of the executioner, no prison 
but the narrow chamber of the tomb. His government became, then*- 
fore, in the sequel, intolerable both to the Anieirs of his court, and to 
the principal inhabitants of .lurjaun, and a consjfiraey was at last formed 
to divest him of his authority. At a period when he was encamped, 
without suspicion, in sight of the last mentioned city, t!ie conspira- 
tors under cover of the night, suddenly surrounded his tent ; but as 
some of the principal officers persisted in opposing their di-siuns, and 
in defending the person of their sovereign, the rebels hastened to take 
p<'>ssession of the capital ; and having seized and secured it for them- 
selves, dispatched a deputation to invito MeuAtchclier from Guilan, to 
usurp the throne of hig father. In the mean time, immediately 
abandoning all concern with human grandeur, Shums-ul-maula, ac- 
companied by a band of faithful domestics, retired towards Bostauni, 
AV hen Menutcheher, on the invitation of the insurgents, repaired to 
Jurjaun, they announced to him on his arrival, that if-he cuucurted 

< A. D. os»8, 



1 , *> 


^75 


I * 


With them in the removal of his father, they wereunanimously disposed A. H. 4OS>90. 
to submit to his authority ; if not, they communicated their determin- 
ation to bestow their allegiance upon some other person, and to ban- 
ish him from among them, with as little repugnance, as they had done 
his father beforehim. Perceiving no other alternative, the youngprince ' 
for the present acceded to their views, and was upon this immediately ' 
invested with the government. A short time afterwards he proceeded 
liowever to Bostauni, and there, at his father’s feet, offered to sacrifice 
his life in avenging him on the traitors who had driven him from his 
throne. K&bus withstood this proof of filial affection, declaring that 
his concern with power was irrevocably at an end; that his career was 
here destined to terminate, and that his son might therefore now con- 
sider that the government was justly devolved to himself. Itwasaccord- 
ingly, some how or otlter, arranged that the dethroned monarch should 
be confined at large to the fortress of Khiassek, or peihaps Kasehek, 
tin re to spend his days in the exercise of his devotions ; and to that 
fortress he was in consequence conducted by one of the chiefs, who un» 
del took the charge of his person. 

()■! his way to the place of his confinement, it is said that the mon- ■ 
areh had the curiosity to demand of his conductor, the motives which 
had actuated the recent revolt. The reply was, that perceiving his 
sanguinary executions carried beyond all bounds of reason and mo- 
deration, this chief and five others had combined to precipitate him 
from a throne wl.dcli he liad stained with so much blood. On which 
Kabus observed, that herein he laboured under the grossest of errors, 
aince for his own part be had no hesitation in ascribing his misfortunes 
to too scrupulous an aversion to tlie effusion of blood ; for had he taken 
the precaution to anticipate their treasons, by putting this same chief* 
and his five accomplices, under the sword of the executioner, the sad 
reverse which he now experienced had never befallen him. A short 
time after the unfortunate monarch had been securely lodged in the 
fortress of Khiassek, the authors of his disgrace, suspecting that he 
might still attempt to avenge his injuries, employed some of their em- 
issaries to dispatch him ; and he was accordingly compelled to receive 
from their hands the cup of martyrdom. 
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A. II. 403.20. MENUTCHEHEiithesonofKabiis assumed the govpmnientof.T6rjani 

A. P. 1012-29. in tjjg manner we have already noticed, on the final n'liunciation of liis 
vUkbbuu' the four hundred and third of the Ilidjorah : and he re- 

ceived soon afterwards, together with the title of Fulluk-nl-maula, 
firmament of sublimity, from the KhalifUlK&der, letters patent invest- 
inghim with all the possessionsof his predecessors.Tliebenevolentgenius 
of Fiilluk-uI-Maula impelled him moreover to cultivate the friendship 
of the powerful Sultan Mahmud of Gheznin, to whom, by the iutroduc- 
tion of his name and titles into the Khotbah and Sikkah of his countrv, 
he pledged his obedii nce ; and this he sought further to confirm, l»y 
soliciting an alliance, which he obtained with one of the princesses 
of the Sultan’s family. When he had by these means put his affairs iu 
Menutchfh- a prosperous and steady train, theattentionofMenutcheherwas for some 
BK the son of time employed, in bringing to punishment the murderers of his father; 
£aLus. greater part of whom, by various devices, he ultimately succeeded 

in putting out of the way ; after which he continued to reign, as long as 
he lived, in the full enjoyment of all his wishes. It is to be observed 
that although our author concludes his cursory memoir of the family 
of Washmagueir,*in the manner just submitted to the reader, there arc 
other historians who introduce a brother, of the iiameof Darab the son 
of Kabus, as having succeeded to the territory of Jurjuun on the death 
of Fulluk-ul-maula, though not suffered to retain his authority. AVith 
these, at all events, ceased altogether the power of the family, after it 
had subsisted about ninety lunar years. 

* Tlie reader b requested to observe that gu before i or ci, is to be pronounced invariably «r 
in guinea. 
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CHAP. VII. 

T he ronnirronre of historians has allotted to Sebektes^gin, orSc- 
bektokeiiJ, or Subactagi, as he has been indifferently di'iioininated, 
an origin of no higher distinction than that of having been enrolled 
among the slavc‘s of Aleptekcin,* Alputtekein, or again Ahistaiii^ the 
first sovereign ofdieznin ; who had himself arisen, as tbrinerly noticed, 
under tlx' poAver of th(' Sanianides, from a state of the lowest servitude, 
fii^t to the governiiu nt of Khorassaun, and ultimately to sovereign 
]>(iwer. Si:nKKTKOGiN was how^ever early distinguished beyond his 
sissociatrs ibr his eonsumatt' prudence and extraordinary valour, and 
ciispla w d upon his l)r(»w many aus|)icious prognostications ol that ex- 
ailed destiny, to wliieh he was born to attain. Accordingly, on the 
death of Ali pK'kein, in the three hundred and sixty-fifth of the llid- 
jer di.tlu* military chiefs, and prineipal inliahitantsofCiheznin,orGhez- 
ni. miiti'd in coiit'erriiig upon this able chieftain, the vacant govern- 
in rit, together with the daughter of their departed sovereign. 

JS t'itlier in any instance did Sebekt<‘ggin deceive the hopes of those, 
by hoiii he had heen thus elevated to royalty. During a reign, dis- 
tiiignislied ibr moderation anil justice, he is equallx extolled for his 
exertions to restrain the outrages of the oppressor, and for the most 
liberal ))rools of Inunily and humanity, which he cxhil)iti d to cherisli* 
and secure the altacliineiii Oi liis people, of every class and description. 

Jn the three hnndrtd and sixty-sevi nth of the IJidjerah he was em- 
ployed in reducing the city ol liost on one siiie, and that ot Kosdaur 
on the other side of his deininioiis ; alter whielu he led his troops into 
the ti rritories on the linhis. where he exterminated vast muititiid -s of 
the unofieiiding natives, uninstrueted in the vaunted truths ol issiam ; 

* From analocv, the autlior at p- ‘'<hI u> pti’ur tbe roriiuT ot'tlicse app>'ii<ilioijs ; Miiee 
weiJo not say Alparslaii, hiil A.tp r ^r*ut iion. Tia aiifi :u ^uuac uiaiiu-* 

«cri]as, Ukcu iaxbe aud vein, uia^ ii»ve xnuduced Abiatugi or Abidiaktiu. 
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and where, havingsubjugated extensive districts, he constructed on the 
temples of idolatry, numerous mosques, and edifices dedicated to the 
service of religion ; and then returned, triumphant and loaded with 
spoil, to his capital of Gheznin. 

Subsequent to this he marched, as was formerly related, into Mawnr-- 
un-neher, on the application of Ameir Nouh the Samaunian, monarch 
of Bokhara ; and proceeding thence into Khorassaun, finally restored 
the authority of his ally, re-established tranquillity and good order to 
the countries of his government, and receiving from the gratitude of 
the Samaunian for himself the title of Nasser-ud-dein» and for his son^ 
Mabmfid, together with the government of Khorassaun, that of Seyf- 
ud-doulah, he returned, successful in all his enterprises, once more to 
his capital. 

A Ithough the death of Sebekteggin w'as, on a former occasion, stated 
to have taken place at Gheznin, we are now apprized, in couforuiity 
with other authorities, that this event owurred at Balkli, in the month 
of Shabaun,* of the three hundred and eighty-seventh ot the Jlidjerah ; 
that of his friend Ameir Nouh having taken place the preceding month 
of Rudjub. 

Before we dismiss our short memorial of the reign of Sebekteggin, 
we cannot withhold ourselves, although at the hazard of its having 
already appeared before the public from a far abler pen, from translating 
from the first part of Ferishtah’s history, the following pleasing little 
incident. 

In the early part of his career in the service of Aleptekein, the whole 
of his property being comprized in the horse on which he rode, Sebek- 
teggin usually passed tbe day in ranging the plains of Neyshapur in 
questof game. One day, while engaged in this his ordinary occupation, 
he unexpectedly came in view of a deer and her fawn, vvhidi were 
browsing, unconscious of harm and danger, on the extensive heath. 
Settingspurstohishorse, Sebekteggin succeeded inseizingthetawn,and 
having bound its legs, and secured it across, the pummel of his saddle, 
took his way towards the city. When he had proceeded some distance 
•Q bis return, happening to look behind him, he perceived that the dau^ 

* August, A. D. 997» 
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©fliis harmless little captive still continued to follow, exhibiting very A. H. S«J. 
evident marks of the most violent perturbation, and affliction. This A. D. OOTi. 
spectacle wrought so powerfully on the compassionate feelings of Sc- 
bekteggin, that he determined without hesitation to set his prisoner at 
large; and he accordingly restored it to the fond caresses of its dam.. 

Manifestly delighted with the recovery of its offspring, the tendermother 
bounded towards its native heaths ; occasionally turning back, as if to 
contemplate with gratitude, as it withdrew, the person of its compas- 
sionate benefactor. That very night the prophet appeared to Sebek- 
feggin in a dream, and addressed him, as he imagined, in the following 
terms. “ Sebekteggin ! the compassionate disposition evinced in thy 
“ behaviour thisday towards aharmless and inoffensiveanimal, has been 
“ marked with approbation in the presence of the most high; in testi- 
“ mony of which, a warrant of sovereign power has been registered in 
“ lliy name, in the tribunals of the eternal God — be it thy care, in thy 
*• conduct towards thy fellow creatures, to persevere in the same laud- 
“ able demeanor — Lt-t no opportunity escape thee to exercise the pro- 
“ peusiiies ot a benevolent heart ; the very essence of happiness, both 
“ in thy present state, and in that which will be thy portion hereafter.” Kliotanssut- 

IssMAViL the son of Sebekteggin, thirdofthe monarchs of Gheznin. ut-akhbaur. 

In conformity with the arrangements of his father’s will, this prince 
had proceeded immediately to invest himself with the sovereign power; 
and to render his accession popular, by a most lavish distribution of 
fators anti rewards to tin; troops, and to the household of the deceased ^ jjyj 

monarch, lint his elder brother Mahmud, at Neyshapur the capital „f ti,e 
of his government, was no sooner apprized of those circumstances, or mon- 

than he hastened to dispatch to Issinauil a letter, conceived in the ‘*1:^'*** 
iollowing terms. “Of all mankind, in a brother’s estimation, thou bear- 
“ e.st the first ahd highest j)l.ice — ofwealth and empire he does not there- 
“ lore regret thee the pttssession, to the utmost extent of all that thou 
“ canst possibly aspire to. But to the stability and permanence of 
“states, some knowledge in tbeartsof government, some maturity of 
“ years and experi<‘uce are indispensably requisite ; and were it possi- 
“ ble to eont. mplato in tliy character any of these necessary qualifi- 
“ rations, thou shouldst find in me the most willing and obsequious 
“ yl subjects. L nderothercircumstaiic-sit becomes, however, advisable 
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“ that thou 'sho'ililst inme'h'tt-ly proooeJ to make* H’’*’' rn'', ns ^Ti-> 

“ pr scril)' sun raipuilial nid (listrilnitionof’our.’athcrNclF 'Cta 

rnd tra'-ure'! ; and that thou shouhlst put mein possession of'the uie- 
“ tropo IS Di Li!u’7,n'in ; wliil •. on my part, I am ready tor'^siyn to t’’ •« 
“ tliej-d'u nimcntoi iialkh, with the command of the armies in Khui« 
“ iissaiin.” 


To this overtrr'', on thopirt of his brother, Ameir Issmaiiil app'’ars 
to have paid no (jIIk r attention, than by preparing for immediate hos- 
tilities. Mahmud led his troops in consequence towards (Jlieznia, 
and was joined on his approach by liis brother Nasser, and by an uncle 
of the name of Naratchik or Boghratchik ; Ameir Issmaiiil advancing 
towards the same quarter, from the side of Ihalkii. AV'hile tlie armies 
tvtre thus reciprocally approacliing, several attempts were, however, 
made on the part of Mahmi'ul to dissuade his brother from proceeding 
Si'itan'Mah- extremities, and to prevail upon him to accede to some plan of ac- 
MVD, IVtli of commodation ; but in vain, lie had resolved on trying the issue of hat- 
thtmcmirchsof . j|,ni this, after a conflict of some duration, and obstinacy, he was 
OLt/iiiu. finally defeated, and compelled toshuthimselfup in thccastleofClhezniii. 

Sultan Mahrahd brought him at last to submit to terms ; and having 
taken from him the keys of his father’s treasury, and in every depart- 
ment of the government established agents under his own authority, 
drew olThisarmy towards Balkh. It will be sufficientfurther to remark, 
that Issmauil was some tinw afterwards confined, witheverv reasonalde 
comfort and indulgence of life, to a fortress in the province of J urjaiin ; 
where he died at a period long subsequent to his degradation. 

Sultan Mahmud Ghauzzy, the son of Sehekteggin, fourth of the 
monarchs of Gheznin. 

Having succeeded, on his arrival at Balkh from his expedition to 
secure the throne of his father, in purging the plains of Khorassauu 
from the impurities of adverse faction, Sultan Mahmud received from 
the Khalif U1 Kader together with a Khelaut, ordressof honor, of sin- 
gular magnificence, the titles of Ycmein-ud-doulah, and Amein-iil- 
millnt, purporting to be the rig/it hand of the state, and/>ro/cc/or or 
arbitrator of the faith of Mahommed. About the same period he 
concluded a treaty with Kylek Khaun the monarch of KashgliHr, w ho 



tlie*6*xu8, and from ArH. 

'Hvhom he y^ceiv'dd a'daiighter in'inafriage. -A* 

Mahnidd, By the victory ‘at Feishawir, oh the eighth of Mohurrim* F^risbt^h* 
cif tJiB three Hundred and ninety -second of the Hidjerah, over Jeypal 

'.prince'df Lahovir and the Pu'njaub, having made that monarch his pris- 
'oner, 'together with fifteen of his sons and other relatives, and killed 
five 'thousand of his followers, secured a triumphant conclusion to 
his^r^f Indian expedition. The booty which fell into his hhnds was 
'very considerable ; and among other articles, were sixteen jewelled 
necklaces, by the Hindus denominated J/aii/o, one of which alone be- 
longing to the R&jah himself, was estimated at the value of one hundred 
'and eighty thousand dinaurs ; equivalent, at the lowest calculation, to 
eighty tv\"o thousand five hundred pounds sterling. On this occasion, 

^lahmud is represented to have extended his ravages to Bahtindah or 
Batneir ; and to have enliirged his rryal prisoner, on the promise of a 
stipulated triluite. But it being a maxim among these absurd idolaters, 
that the monarch who had twice fallen into the hands of the Mossleins, 
was rendered unworthy of the sovereign authority ; that his errors, 
crimes, or misfortunes, could be no otherwise expunged than by the 
all-powerful operation of fire ; and .leypal having become now twice a 
prisoner to the implacable adversaries of the gods of his country, that 
prince straightway resigned his authority to his son Anundpal; and 
on the burning pile offered himself a sacrifice to avert the calamities 
which might further impend, from his afflicted people. On his return 
from this expedition Mahmud either received, or assumed the title of 
Ghauzzy, or victor in the cause of the faith. 

On this occasion we have been insensibly engaged, and perhaps un- 
necessarily, in extracting from Ferishtah, more in detail than is strictly 
consistent w ith our design, the narrative of Mahmud's proceedings * 

W'bieh the reader will doubtless find already executed with far superior 
skill, by the abler pen of colonel Scott and more recently by the 
learned author of the Indian antiquities. Henceforward the relation 
will, as far as possible, be confined to the succiuctcr statements fOr- 
iiished in the ivhohiussut-iil-akhbaur. 


♦ Nov. 20th. A. D. 1001. 

+ With some dfflfrop of I must here acknow1v‘d?o» that this respectably 

writer's trau'^laiioii of i criahlali has never yet faileu to uiy iut to peruse, 
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A. H. ^04-0. In three hundred and ninety >four, MahtnOd's further design&agaiadi 

A.D.H)04-e. thelndian territory were suspended, by an expedition in which he was 

KholaussiA* engaged against Kholfthe son of Ahmed, the prince ofSeiestaun, and 
Neimrouz ; who had unfortunately sufiered some proofs to transpire* 
of a disposition hostile to the interest of this powerful and haughty 
conqueror. Defeated in battle, the sovereign of Seisetaun shut him- 
self up in the fortress of Tank, of which name we find a place on the 
Heirmund. Here he was immediately invested by Mahmud, and he 
finally capitulated, throwing himself on themercy of his besieger ; whose 
vanity he flattered b\' the title of Sultan, with which, in the moment 
of prostration, he had saluted him ; and by which the conqueror was 
so much gratified, that he restored to the suppliant his government of 
Seiestaun, adding to his own name the title thus seasonaldy applied to 
him, by the subjugated prince. Recurring however shortly afterwards 
to hostilities, and claiming the prut'-ction of Evlek Khaun of Ivash- 
gh&r, Kholftheson of Ahmed again excited t!ie displeasure of Mahmud ; 
and becoming once more his prisoinT, was now confined to the castle 
of Jurjaun, where he ultimately died. 

Resuming his hostile designs against the prince's of India, Mahmud 
in the course of three hundred and ninety six, subdued the cities of R«‘- 
hautiah and Mfiltaun. Rut, while he was engaged on this occasion in 
theneighborhoodof the latter city, his father in law, E\ lek lvhaun,took 
advantage of his absence to violate his engagements, and to invade tiie 
important province of Khorassauii; of which, his lieutenant general 
Sebansh, or Sebaushitekein, was employed to take possession, while 
Jauflertekcin,anothcr of his captains, was nominated tothegovernim nt 
oflialkh. <^n intelligence of the approach of these intruders, Arslan 
Hauzeb, who presided at Herat under the authority ofMahmud, h .d 
abandoned that city, and hastened to Gheznin ; from whence he dis- 
patched to apprize his sovereign, of the unprovoked infraction of tri;ity 
by w ich he had been driven from his province. Sultan Mahmud quit- 
ted Mhltaun without delay, and with the rapidity oi lightning returned 
jo hiscapital. From thence ho shortly afterwards led his troops tovi arda 
JBalkli: Sebaushi, and JaiifiTcrtf keiii withdrawing at his approach, like 
the leeOlcst winged iiiaccts before the vioLnee oi the wliiriwind. 



289 

Sylek Khaun demanding upon this, the assistance of iCudder Khaun, a. H. 897*9« 
monarch of Khoten, that prince, at the bead of fifty thousand of his A. D. ioo7 -9- 
bravest warriors, hastened to join him ; and the two tnonarchs now Khoiaussut- 
proceeded in conjunction, to give battle to Mahmud ; who lay encamped 
W ith a powerful army, and a body of trained elephants, at the distance 
of about four h'agues, or farsangs from Balkh. When the adverse hosts 
drew out in the presence of each other, and the battle had already 
crmnienced, jMuhinud, on his part, prostrated himself in prayer ; and 
fervently besought the aid of that Omnipotent being, whose eternal 
natflre is equally exempt from want and decay ; but when, by certain 
auspicious indications, he thought he could discern that his vows were 
accepted, he iiuiiKcliatoly mounted his elephant, which he now 
urged straight forward against the centre of Eykk Khauu’s troops. 

1'he elephant st izing the -standard bearer of tlie enemy, instantly 
threw him into the air, and proceeded with equal fury to trample 
under foot all others w ho came in his way. The soldiers of Alahmud 
became so animated by the example of their sovereign, that all at 
once assailing the adverse line, they bore down all further opposition, 
and obtained a decisive and signal victory; Eylek Khaun and his 
ally the monarch of Khot«'n, escaping with the utmost dilliculty across 
tl.e .leyliun. Tliis event ai)pears ro have taken place in the three 
hundred and ninety-seventh of the Ilidjerah. 

In the course of the same year, Sultan Mahmud proceeded again at 
the head of his troops towards the territory of the Indus, in order to 
chastise the defection of Now ausah Shah : w'ho after embracing lsslam» 
had at the same time apostatized from his religion, and rebelled against 
the authority of bis sovereign. The rebel fled however at the very ru- 
mour of Mahmud’s approach ; aud the latter without further trouble 
took the direction of his capital, 

111 the three huudred aud ninety ninth of the Hidjcrah, Sultan Alali- 
m^d appears to have been tor the fourth time engaged in hostilities 
against the native princes of India ; being on this occasion opposed by 
I'al the son of Anundpal, who surpassed them all in the abundance of 
his W’ealth, and the number of his forces. According to Fcrishtali, 
he was met on tlie plains of Pei.shawir by Anundpal, at the head of a 
countless multitude assembled from all parts of lliudiistaun. For the 
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space of forty days the armies remained stationary in. the praseoceitof 
each other tvithout an action r the Hind6s continually strengthened by^ 
fresh reinforcements, while Mahm,hd, with more than ordinary vigi-, 
lance, covered both his flanks with intrenchments, lest in the impend*, 
ing conflict, the enemy's wings might penetrate in ‘those points, 
riis front was at the same time left open, apparently for the purpose 
of engaging without embarrassment,* when he found his opportunity. 
When he had at last determined on giving battle, Mahmud detached 
from his main body a thousand archers, with instructions to attack the 
enemy: and these having for sometime hotly occupied the attention 
of the Hindus, drew them by degrees towards the encampment of the 
Mosslcms ; who proceeded in fair and compact array to oppose the troops 
of Anuiidpal, now become the assail.'iits. In spite of the circumspec- 
tion of Mahmud, and in the heat of the action, a body of one thousand 
Kahkares, or Guikkers, hare headed and liare footed, variously and 
strangely armed, passed theintrenchmentsou!)oth his flanks; and filling 
in, with astonishing fury among the cavalry, proceeded with thedespor- 
ation of savages, and with their swords and knives, to cut down and 
maim both the horse and his rider, until, almost in the twinkling of an 
eye, between three and four thousand men had fallen victims to the 
rage of these infuriated maniacs. Such was the impression of this des- 
perate effort, that Mahmud was actually about to draw aside from his 
encampment, and to discontinue the conflict until the day following; 
when, most fortunately for the disciples oflsslym, the elephant which 
carried Anundpnl, the generalissimo of the idolaters, taking fright at 
the explosion, says Ferishtab, of the cannon and musquetry, but most 
probably at that of some rockets, suddenly recoiled from the action ; 
and this being perceived by the troops engaged on each sideof him, the 
alarm immediately spread that the llujah was flying ; on which the 
Hindus at once broke, and dispersed in every direction. They were, 
for two days and as many nJghts, pursued without intermission by Ab- 
duliali Taey at the head oS’ five thousand Arab horse, and by Arslan 
liauzeb with ten thousand Turks and Afghans, by whom twenty 
thousand of the fugitives were put to the sword ; whilc-thirty chain of 
elephants, and a prodigious booty were captured, and brought to the 
Qamp of the victorious Mahmud. 



*rj].e.Siiltaii army before tha forbress of Bfaennnugli- 

er, ^uggerk^be or Naugracut, anciently so denominated; and here 
described to have been a strong . castle erected on the summit of a 
mountain t by Rajah Bheim one of the ancient monarchsof the country ; 
w hich was used by the Hindlis as a secure repository for their most 
sacred images, and by the surrounding Rajahs for their treasure and. 
ji wels. It was however at this period totally destitute of armed de- 
fenders, and left entirely to the care of the Brahmins, and other attend- 
ants, ministering in the worship of their idols. As might have'beea 
expecjted, the minds of these unwarlike and peaceful inhabitants of a 
fortress, of which however the foundations might be said to be laid in 
the heavens, iinn>ediatcly gave way- to the impressions of terror and 
alarm, and the cries of quarter and mercy resounded from the affrighted 
garrison to the skies. On the tliird day the gates of this impregnable 
retreat were thrown open to Mahmud, the unarmed and defenceless 
inhabitants falling at his feet. The victorious monarch, accompanied 
by bis household, and tin* principal members of his court, immediately 
entered the place, and proceeded to survey and take possession of its 
inestimable deposit; eonsisting,as we are told, of seven hundred thou- 
sand diuaurs of gold,* in specie, of seven hundred Munns-j* in gold and 
silver plate, of two hundred Munns in pure gold unvvrought, of two 
thousand Munns in unwrought silver, and of tw'enty Munns in dia- 
monds. pearls, rubies, and coral, formed into various ornaments for the 
person ; all of which had remained here untouched, ever since the time 
of the above menticned Ilajah Bheim, the founder. 

On Ills return t<i Ghezniii, Mahmud in a suite of pavilions which he 
pitchetl without the (dty, exhibited to the multitude, which thronged 
from thence* and t!ie neigliboring tow ns, on tables of gold and silver, the 
spoils of llindust uiu accumulated in the recent expedition ; accom- 
panying ihe glorious and splendid spectacle, which continued for three 
days successively, witli a sumptuous repast, and a liberal distributi<>a 
to. the .indigent, and to the votaries of religion, of every class and 
description. 

• S*2na381. €s, 8d. 

till (lift'ercut parts ofindia flieMuuaor Mauud, is variottslyesliiaatedfiom aqaarter ofa 
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During the year four hundred, SAItan Malirniid resumed his openl« 
tions against the Indian territory ; and oh his return toOhesnin in the 
course of the same year, he is said to here been followed by the most 
suppliant solicitations for peace, from the paramount sovereign of the 
Hindd princes, probaibly the Rajah Anundpa) already mentioned ; who 
engaged, if his entreaties were complied with, to furnish the Sultan’s 
arsenal with a supply of fifty elephsnts, and to remit in money and 
precious commodities an annual tribute to the royal treasury ofGhez^ 
nin. On these terms Mahmud appears to have consented to an ac- 
commodation; and a commercial intercourse is said to have been now 
opened or renewed between the subjects of the adverse powers. 

The following year, the four hundred and first of the Hidjerah, 
Mahmhd conducted his troops into the territory of Gluir, or Ghoiir ; 
and being opposed, with considerable obstinacy, by Mahoinmcd the 
sonof Suri, the independent prince of the country, at the head often 
thousand horse, the latter was defeated by a ver\' ordmaiy stratagi'in ; 
being enticed from Iiis intrenchments by a feigned retreat, and becoming 
the prisoner of his invader, lie eluded however the protracted miseries 
of captivity by chewing the signet of his ring, which had in some way 
or other been impregnated with poison for such an emergency. The 
territory ofGhflrwas hereupon united to the dominions already sub- 
jugated to the exchequer of Mahmud. 

About the period under consideration, Shah Nessaur the prince of 
Gherjistaun, which although probability be against us, we arc disposed 
to identify wdth the province of Georgia, resisting the authority of 
Mahmud, ultimately became his prisoner. On this occasion wt are 
informed, that Nei/sfiaMr was the title bestowed by the people of Gher- 
jistaun upon their sovereigns, in the same manner as tiiose of Jitiy and 
Khaun are assigned to the monarclis who rule over them, l)y the Hin- 
dus and Tataurs. In the timeofNouhthesonofMunsur theSamaunian, 
the Nessaur of Gherjistjiun was a person of the name of Abu Nasser ; 
who was induced by a natural indolence of disposition, and an unbound- 
ed attachment to letters, and the society of learned men, to resign the 
burden of his government, from which he was himself desirous of 
being relieved, to his son Mahommed. When the power of Sfiltan 
Mahmud, however, attained its ascendancy, oneof his agents, A ukkeby, 



the AQthor of thte Tarikh Yemeiny, was amployedt to demand, the sub- A. H. Asi#* 
mission of) the prince of Gherjistaun to the authority of his master : a. D» ioh-i a. 
and this being complied with, without apparent difiiculty, the son of 
AbA Nasser, w'ho bore the title of Shah Nessaur, accompanied the 
.agent to tender his submission in the presence of Mahmiid ; and after 
residing. some time at the court of that monarch, was permitted to 
return in safety to his native conntry. But suffering himself to be 
misled by the seductions of a mischievous ambition, the young man 
now suddenly evinced a disposition to be refractory, and to violate his 
engagements with his formidable superior: on which Altuntaush the 
Haujeb, or chamberlain, and Arslan Ilauzeb or Jauzcb, as the name is 
indifferently written, w'ere dispatched by Mahmud to enforce obedience. 

On the arrival of these commanders before tl)e capital of Gherjistaun, 

Nessaur Abu Nasser immediately threw himself on the mercy of Al- 
tuiitaush, and was conveyed by that general towards Herat. Sliah Nes- 
saur had shut himself up in one of the strong holds of the country, 
but conceived it prudent at the expiration of a very little time, also to 
capitulate, and put himself into the hands of the generals of Mahmud, 
lie was immediately dispatched to Gheznin, to the presence of that 
monarch, by wliom after he had experienced the discipline of his whip, 
he was confined for life to one of his castles; the agents of the goveru- 
mentbeing, at thesame time, instructed tosupply him with every thing 
that could contribute either to his comfort or enjoyment. Sultau 
Mahmud then sent for Nessaur Abu Nasser from Ifcrat, and treating 
him with considerable kiudness, j)urchased from him the whole of his 
inheritance, for a sum of money actually paid him on the spot. 

In the course of tl»e year four hundred and five, Mahmud was en- 
gaged in an expedition tow ards the remoter extremity of India, border- 
ing on Tnrkestaun, orTartary, according toFerishtah ; where he is said 
to have fought w ith, and defeated the sovereign ol the country, and to 
have reduced the city of Nardein, of which the author docs not attempt 
tofix the position, lie-proceeds how'ever to state, that in the course 
of the same year, receiving information, that theie existed a species of 
elephants to which they gave the appellation of elephants of the Mos- 
slems, or Mussulman elephants, at a place called either Manilsher, or 
Mabilshcr, or Maylsher, it is impossible. to detcriniue which, unless it 



4. it. 4^-tb. 

•A. P.ioiP-as. ;tpoop» into the eouDliry ; 4»)d having 4gfe«ted tiiKl '«Kpdled<th64«#fttl 
‘KimlnuB«t- .prince, a pro'fiigate-aBd lAv^jteittte iuivdd, returned Ht’tnwnpb'wftb Bta 
ul^akitiwur. - j|u.a|.gil|j,ljle .booty to his metropolis of Obesnin . 

Abi^l Abbas MImfin the son bfMSnrrifiin, prineedf Khatfr^vm, bad'hmy* 
*ried one of the-daughters t>f Sultan 'Mahmfid ; and being' pnttodeatb Jh 
^be four hundred and seventh of the H idjera b,'by'Benal t^etn, and n con- 
‘spiracy of b'rsfectioos nobles, Mahm&d hastened on inteHigence of the 
*treason, to avenge the injuries ofbissouin law; defeated, and inflictt^ 
condign punishment upon Benaltekein and his accomplices ; and bes- 
towed the government of the country, with the capital of Ooror IJr- 
'kunje, and the title of Khauream-Shah, upon Altuntaush, one of his 
'favorite and most distinguished generals. 

in the four hundred and ninth of the Hidjerah, our author fixes the 
expedition to Kanouje, stated to be at the distance of three months 
journey from Ghcznin ; thesaine that was undertaken by Sfiltan Mahmud, 
according to Ferishtah, by the route ofKashmeir; andthesequelofwhidi 
has been given in detail by that author, as is already suificiently known. 
The spoil in gold and silver, and jewels, and other precious materials, 
accumulated by Mahmud in this expedition, i.s said to have been of a 
magnitude to surpass the arithmetical skill of his accountants to esti- 
mate ; and the multitude of captives was such that though the value 
of a slave was set at no more than ten dirhems, or about four shillings 
and seven pence English, they could find no purchaser even at that 
price. 

In the four hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerah, Mahmud was 
engaged in his last exterminating enterprize against the unfortunate 
Hindiis ; the expedition to SAmnaut, at the extremity of the peninsula 
of GAjerkt. On tWs expedition, according to Ferishtah, he set out 
from Ghezntn, on the tenth day of Shabaun, of the year four hundred 
and fifteen, or about the 1 6th of October, A. D. 1024, and he arrived at 
MAltaun in the middle of the following month of Ramzaun,* at the 
head of a powerful army ; and accompanied by thirty thousand cavaliy^, 
who volunteered their services from all parts of the Asiatic continent* 

•Nov. 20tb, 1U21» 



m 


Prom M61tnun, he appears to have prosecuted his march, skirting the A. H. 
desert to, Ajmeir, and from thence by Neherw&la, the Puttun or anci- 
ent capital of Gujerat, to the object of his zeal and avarice. Kholaussut- 

SAmnaut, according to our author, was the name of acelebrated idol, 
which was worshiped by the infidels of the country ; but a couplet of 
Fereid-ud-dein Attaur is recited a little further on, asserting that the 
the great idol discovered by the armies of Mahmud at Sumnaut, bore 
the appellation of Laut. We know, however, that the pilgrimages of the 
Hindus are to this day principally directed to Duarkanaut, the spot of 
Krishna’s evanition, according to the Mahabauret, to Jugganaut, and 
to Ilamnaut, or Kamnad ; the latter at the southern extremity of the 
peninsula of India, not far from the bridge of RJlina. In the meantimcwe 
are informed that to Sumnaut, the lord Sum, or Sfima, the Hindu my- 
thologists have assigned the province of adjudging to departed souls, 
according to the doctrines of transmigration, the bodies appropriated 
for their future habitation ; and in the belief of the Hindfis, the ebb and 
flow of the ocean is nothing more than a mark of its adoration towards 
their favorite idol. 


On the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffa he proceeds to describe, 
that the temple, or edifice which contained the image of Sumnaut, was 
decorated by six and thirty pillars, inlaid with precious stones of the 
most beautiful and costly description ; that the image itself was of po- 
lished stone, or marhle, about the height of five cubits, three above the 
flooring of the temple, and two concealed beneath it. I am aAvare that 
in these dimensions I have diflerod frop' the most respectable authori- 
ties ; but, both in the copy of the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur and of the 
Ferishtahin my possession, the statement is precisely as I have given 
it. At all events three guz, or cubits of tw'O and twenty inches, above 
the floor, would give to the image the stature of an ordinary sized man. 

The circumstance of its being smitten on the nose by the mace of 
Mahmfid, and of the immense treasure concealed in its belly, is already 
known. We shall here just mention that he rejected a prodigious ran- 
som tospareit,allegingthat of two appellations, rather than the idol bro- 
ker, he chose tohecalledMahm&dtheidolbreakeriand to reward his zeal, 
th «- precious contents discovered in the hollow of the idol, surpassed 
an hundred fold the sum which had been ofl'ered by the Brahmins fos 
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A. H> 416-id. itg redemption. Of its unfortunate and unoffending votaries mows 

A. loas-OT. jjijy thousand were put to the sword by the troops of M&bmM ; 

KuuiaiiBsut- jjjg treasure withdrawn from the interior of the temple, from the 
ul-akobaur. , r i • i • i r » 

the hollow ofthe image perhaps, is alone estimated at the sum of twenty 

millions of dinaurs of gold;* in which proportion we are toldtocalc^* 

late the further spoil, which fell into the hands oi' the plunderers of this 

celebrated sanctuary. 

When he was about to quit Siimnautonhis return toGheznin, Mali* 
mud desired his ministers and principal olhcers to select from among 
themselves some particular individual, on whom he might confer the 
government ofthe recent conquests: but it being represented to him, 
that, since it was not his design to revisit thccountrv, it would be more 
advisable to place it in the hands of a native, he proceeded to deliberate 
on the subject, withsuch of tlie inhal>itants as heperinitted to approach 
his person. By these he was informed that among the princes who had 
ruled the country, wIk'Uj r in purity of origin or lustre of doseent, none 
wereon a par with the raceof Dabsheleim. or Dabsheleima. Of this race 
they said that there fortunately then existt'd a young person, whose 
attention had been hitherto entirely devoted, in the garl> and prf)fi*ssinn 
of a Brahmin, to the duties of religion ; and on this person, if llie Siiltan 
conferred the sovereignty of that part of Ghjeraut. they conceived that 
it w'ould not be unworthily bestowed. Others however contended that 
the individual proposetl w'as a man of unaccommodating and austere 
habits, who had been compelled by ncct ssity alone to make choice of 
thelifcof a recluse; and they recommcndcti, on the contrary, the sover- 
eign of a ncighimriiig territory, w ho to the same lustre of descent, added 
a superior prudence, and maturity of years, as an object far more wor- 
thy ofthe Sultan’s preference, and of the governmeut of their country. 

To this Mahmud observed, that if the person they proposed had. in any 
instance, evinced a disposition to cultivate his friendship, it might then 
indeed be expected that such a request in his favor, would be attended 
with little difficulty in the compliance ; but to confer a territory of 
that magnitude upon one who was already in possession of one ofthe 

* At the lowest eomoiitation, o*'iene and twopcucc'to the dioaur, this would 

mottuttu the>um Itfi. 4d. ' 



most powerful states in India, and who had, moreover, never afforded H. 
the slightest demonstration of attachment, to merit such a proof of con- 025-2 7* 

fidence and regard, appeared to him rather wide of the dictates of sober 
discretion. Then sending for the recluse he immediately invested him 
with thegovernmeiit of the province. The descendant of Dabsheleim 
in accepting of his tributary sovereignty, embraced the opportunity of 
representing to theSultan hisapprehensions lest the neighboring Rajah, 
w lio althoughofthe same lineage, was his mortal enemy, apprized of the 
departure ofhis benefactor, should direct the whole of his force to the 
destruction ofhis relative. Under this persuasion, and with the know- 
ledge that he must be left entirely unprepared for resistance, he found 
it expedient to disclose to the Sultan the nature of his apprehensions ; 
in the hope that, in addiricn to the favors with which he had been al- 
ready loaded, the treepsoi his victoriousally would be fiirtherernployed 
to S(‘eure him against the hostile dc'signs of the dreaded rival. ]\Iah- 
inud informed, him in repdy, that in his expedition to so remote a region, 

1k‘ had been originally actuated by no other motive than the glory and 
advancement of his faith; and that, as throe years had already elapsed 
sine(‘his departure from (Jheznin, it would make no material ditrerence 
tf' him, if six months were added to the period of his absence. He 
proceeded accordingly to invade the territory of the obnoxious Dab- 
sheleimian ; whom he in a very short time subdued, and delivered a 
prisoner into the hands of the new-made sovereign. The latter now* 
stated to Mahmud that, by the religion which he professed, it was not 
permitted to put a sovereign prince to death; but that when a rival 
iiionarch fell into the power ot his adversary, it was the jiractice to lodge 
him in a daik chamber, excavated under the throne of his conqueror, 
with no Ollier opening to it, than wassutficient for the introduction oC 
what was necessary for the support of existence : and in this state he 
was condemned to remain, until the band of death should determine 
the survivor.- His power being however as yet but too imperfectly es- 
tablished, to admit ofhis pursuing the ordinary course, he proceeded 
further to request that Sultan Malimud would take the captive prince 
with him to Ciheznin ; adding, that he relied upon the generosity of 
his benefactor to send him back to Gujerat when his authority should 
be sufficiently confinued, and when it would be prudent on his pars 
to require it. 
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A. H. 418-20. Having; complied with the solicitation of his tributary in every in- 
A. P. 1027-29. stance, Sflltau MahmiHd, after enduring unparalleled hardships in his 

through the deserts leading to Sind, which it would be unne- 
cessary to detail, at last succeeded in regaining his capital, in the fimt, 
or second Rebbeia, of the four hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah:* 
after an absence, according to this statement, of two years and six 
months. 

Some years subsequent to this period, when he considered himself 
securely established in his power, the anchorite king of Gfljerat dis- 
patched his agents, with magnificent presents to Sfiltan Mahmfid and 
the members of his court, and a request that his captive rival might 
be now delivered up to bis disposal. Mahmud at first exhibited some 
repugnance to comply w'ith the request ; but yielding to the sugges- 
tions ofhis ministers, he ultimatelydetermined to send away thecaptivc, 
W'ho was accordingly delivered to the agents employed to take charge 
of him. When the escort which conveyed the prisoner, was kno\vn 
to have reached the confines ofhis country, the Dabsbeleimaon the 
throne, having given directions tocompleat the vault of wretchedness 
intended for the reception ofhis rival, hastened in conformity to the 
further usage of the country to meet him ; in order that the uni’ortu- 
nate captive might be subjected to the customary degrading ceremony, 
of running on foot at the stirrup of his more fortunate rival, and with 
the royal bason and ewer on his head, all the way to the palace gate 
of the capital. Having proceeded with these views to some distance 
on his excursion, accompanied by a numerous retinue, the royal 
Dabsheleima engaged in the diversion of the chace; and having con- 
tinued it with great eagerness and activity until late at noo«i, the 
monarcli and his retinue were dispersed in different directions, to 
screen themselves from the rays of. a meridian sun. Uabstndeinia 
laid himself at the foot of a tree, and covering his face with a 
handkerchief, resigned himself to rest. The handkerchief which 
he had thrown over his face, happened unfortunately to be of a scar- 
let colour ; and attracting the attention of a vulture, which was hover- 
ing round, the ravenous bird took it for the flesh of some slaugh- 
tered animal, and immediately pouncing, struck its taloPs through 

* April or May, A. D. 1027. 



Ihe -covering into the unwary prince’s eye ? the loss of which was 
the inevitable consequence. Among the genuine Hindis it was, it 
seems, another maxim at this period, that any species of personal ble- 
mish was sufficient to disqualify a prince from holding his authority ; 
and the misfortune which had happened to the sovereign, being soon 
circulated through the camp, produced a sudden and violent uproar 
among the chiefs. At such a crisis, the arrival of the captive Dab- 
sheleiinian was announced, and by a strange and unlooked for vicis- 
situde, the destinies of the two princes underwent an immediate and 
total reverse. The newly arrived Dabsheleimian was saluted king by 
the unanimous voice of the people; and the anchorite was condemned 
in his stead, to bear the bason and ewer by the side of his horse, to 
the darksome and wretched abode prepared for bis adversary. Thus, 
says Ferishtah, unfolding another example of the decrees of an inscru- 
table providence, which, while it precipitates one individual from the 
splendor of a throne, rescues another from the belly of the whale. 

While Mahmfid was at Ciilkh, some time after his return from his 
zealous expedition to Sumnaut, he received from the Khaleifah l!^l 
Rader, together w ith four standards, denoting his supremacy over the 
fuur great countries of llindustaun,Khorassaun, Rhaurezm,and Xeim- 
rouz, a flattering letter, bestowing upon him the additional title of 
Keh} f-ud-doulah & Isslain — asylum of the state and of the true faith. 
These were accompanied by similar distinctions for his three sons ; 
Miissaoud being dignified with the title of Shahaub-ud-doulah and 
Junnnaul-ul-nnllut — bright star of the state, and beauty of the faith ; 
Tussuf, with that of Ezzed-ud-doulah and Mfieyed-ul-millut — arm, or 
support of the state and establisher of the faith ; and Ameir Mahom- 
nu‘d, with that of Jullaiil-ud-doulah and Jummaul-ul*millut — glory 
of the state, and embellishment of the faith; at the same time, pledg- 
ing his approbation of either of the three princes, on whom the father 
might think fit to devolve the succession to his throne. 

The troops of Mahmud on their return from Gujeraut had suffered 
considerable annoyance from the natives of Mount Jehud ; he deter- 
mined therefore, some time in the year four hundred and eighteen, to 
chastize the insolence of these unsubjugated barbarians. Once more, 
and for the last time, he accordingly h J his army towards Multaun. 


A H..4ia-2*i 
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%. ET. 418-21. WlieU h6 eeached tliat city, he gave instructions for the immediatd 
A. P. 1027-80. equipment on the rivei* of an armament of fourteen hundred war boats» 
Ferishtali. furnished with three rostra, or beaks of iron ; one on the prow^ 

and one on each beam, soconstructed astopierceordemolishany adverse 
vessel that mightcome in contact. The boats were further armed vtith 
twenty soldiers each, with bows and arrows, and fireworks of naphtha ; 
and thus equipped, the armament was dispatched along the river 
for the extermination of the Jautts, which is the appellation here bes-^ 
towed upon the mountain tribes above alluded to. The latter, aware 
of the armament preparing against them, and having conveyed their 
wives andchildren to a place of security, among theislands in the Indus,, 
thus disincumbered, lay ready with four thousand, some say eight 
thousand boats, strongly armed, to receive the attack. In the action 
which however took place, the boats of the Jautts comingincon tact with 
the iron beaks of those of Mahmud, the shock of which they were 
unprepared to resist, were immediately pierced, and sunk to the 
bottom with all on board ; such as escaped by swimming, being put to 
the sword by the conquerors, and the whole of their families ultimately 
falling into the hands of their ruthless exterminators. 

In the course of the year fourhundred and twenty, Sultan Mahmud, 
as we have already seen, took possession of the teritory of Key, and that 
part of the province of Irak Ajem, from the imbecile and eficininate 
Majid-ud-doulah the Deylemitt*; and bestowing the government upon 
his son Mdssaoud, returned soon afterwards to Gheznin ; where, hav- 
ing laboured forsometime under a consumptive complaint, accompanied 
bva disorder in the loins, ^nuTZ-e-sil/ ba sU-ui-kcina) he ultimately ex- 
pired, on Thursday the twenty-third of the latter Kebbeia of the four 
hundred and twenty first of the Ilidjerah ;f the sixty-third year of his 
age, and, calculating from the surrender of Glteznln and the captivity 
of his brother, tite thirty-fourth of his reign. 

Mahmud is represented lo have been possessed of some of the most 
exalted and splendid qualities that could dignity and adorn the human 
character ; and yet his merits appear to be resolvable, for the most part. 


* Perhaps the stream formed near tha*^ place bjf the junction of the Behdt^ Tekumsub, 
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t The 28th of April, A. D. 1088. 



into a bif^oted and san^ulnkry zeal for the advaAeemont oflssl^mism, a. H. 4t!f«- 

«ud for the subversion of idolatry and ihfidelity. His splendid quali- A. D. loss. 

ties were, moreover, deplorably tarnished by an insatiable spirit of Kholaussut- 
. • I • . . .. . . . . . ul akhbaur, 

avarice, to which, in its most degrading complexion, he has been stig- 
tnatized as a devoted and abject slave. From this odious stigma, Fer- Feirshtah. 
ishtah has however sought to vindicate his favorite hero, ascribing it 
in a great measure, to the prevalence of an unjust prejudice, which 
derived its origin from the well known story of Ferdussy ; to whom, 
for his celebrated po« m of the Shalinamah, the labour of thirty years, 
he assigned the comparatively paltry sum of sixty thousand dirhems 
only,* amounting to about five-pence half-penny the couplet; the poet 
having entertained the unreasonuble expectation ofsixty thousand din- 
aursorpieces of gold. Another cause towhich he ascribes the prevailing 
prejudice, was an arrangement, by which, towards the closeof his reign, 
he contrived to disencumber his wealthier sul»ject8 of their superfluous 
property. That be loved gold, the author nevertheless admits, and that 
he accordingly disdained no method by which it could be accumulited: 
but it was lor the purpose of enabling him to prosecute his magnificent 
plans of conquest and aggrandizement; and that there exists ample 
proof that the number of wits, ni!.-n of genius and learning, poets, and 
wairiors, who subsisted on his liounty, has seldom fallen to the lotof 
any monarch of former ages, and is as seldom likely to happen in any 
age to come. All this it is to be acknowledged, could not be provided 
for, without a liberal disbursement of treasure ; neither is it to be for- 
gotten that his admiration ofmen of science has never been questioned; 
that their merits never failed to be rewarded by his bounty ; and that 
exclusive of occasional proofs of liberality, a fixed sum of four hundred 
thousand dirhemsf was annually ap died to the patronage and encour- 
agement of learning, and learned men. 

Longprevious to his death, Mahmud had declared his son Mahom- 
mod, successor to the maj(»r part of his dominions, immediately to the 
prejiidiceof his cider In'other Miissaoud; discaniiiig from his recollec- 
tion, how little disposed he found himself to submit to asimilar arrange- 
ment by his father. He took, however, an opportunity of demanding of 


* About i87dl. 
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A. H. 42t, Mftgslkoud, for whom heprobably conceived that he had adequatelypro; 
A.D. loao. vided in the province of Irak Ajem, in what manner he proposed tocon- 
Kbolaossut- duct himself, with respect to his brother ? Muss&oud replied without 
ul-akhbaur. reserve or hesitation, to the no small confusion and equal indig- 

nation of Mahmtld, that in this he should be exactly governed by the 
example of his father. To explain this, it maybe necessary to remark that, 
at the commencement of his reign, on surrendering his power witli the 
castle of Gheznin into the hands of Mahmuid, his brother Issmauil had 
been compelled to attend him into Khorassaun ; and the Siiltan had 
the curiosity to ask the captive prince one day, what sort of treatment 
he might have calculated to experience, had the issue of their contest 
been the reverse of what had happened ? with equal candour and sim- 
plicity of heart, Issmauil replied, that had fortune decided in his favor, 
itwas inhiscontemplation toconhiie hisbrotherwithinthe walls of some 
castle, where he should be provided with all he might require, either 
for the comfort or enjoyment of life, short of his personal liberty. A 
short time afterwards, availing himself of some pretence or other to 
seize the person of Issmauil, MahmiCid caused him to be delivered to 
the governor of Jurjaun; with instructions to lodge him in one of the 
castles of his province, and to supply him, at the same time, with every 
thing that could contribute either to his pleasure or repose. 

It is further stated, that while he continued in Irak Ajem, Mahmild 
endeavored, by repeated importunity, to prevail upon Muss^oud to 
swear that he would not engage in hostilities against his brother, with- 
out producing the slightest impression ; Mussaoud as constantly evad- 
ing his importunities by the declaration, that if Mahoinmed would 
personally repair to the spot, and first swear to make with him, at the 
pt'oper period, a just and impartial distribution oftheir father’s treasures, 
he should have no difficulty in taking the oath required of him ; but 
situated as at present, the one at Rey, and the other at the distance of 
Gheznin, he could not perceive how such a partial arrangement could 
be productive of any advantage or permanent result. 

We shall finally remark, that Mahmfid is described to have been in 
person of the middle stature, ofelegant proportions, and a freckled com- 
plexion, and the first of his race that assumed the title of Sfiltan. 
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Mabohmed the son of Mahmi^d third of the race of Sebektggein, 
succeeded to the throne of Gheznin immediately on the death of his 
father ; but his brother Miiss&oud receiving at Hamadaun, in the re- 
cently acquired territory of Irkk A jem, intelligence of the event, march- 
ed without delay towards Khorassaun ; dispatching at the same time 
to inform Mahommed that he harboured no design upon the countries 
to which he had been nominated by a father’s partial selection; that the 
territory ofJeypal,ofTebristaun,andoflrak Ajem, the honorable acqui- 
sitions of bis own sword were amplysufficientfor his moderate ambition ; 
and all he requested was that, as the elder brother, his name should be 
first pronounced in the Khotbah. To this Mahommed returned an 
acrimonioOs- reply ; and as soon as he had completed his warlike equip- 
ments, proceeded from Glieznin, to Bikkenabad, some distance north 
of the metropolis ; where he encamped on the first of Ramzaun* of the 
four hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah. 

Having continued stationary during the whole of Ramzaun, it un- 
fortunately happened that on the festival of the new moon ofShavaul, 
the tiara ol the ill-iated Mahommed should drop from his head inaman- 
ner that couhl not bo easily accounted for ; which being considered by 
tlie superstitious multitude as an omen inauspicious to the stability of 
his power, Ameir Ally Khaishawund, and Yussuf Sebekteggin, with a 
nuinberof the principal courtiersopenly revolted in favorof Musskoud; 
and on the night of the third of Shavaubf surrounding the pavilion of 
Mahommed they immediately seized his person, and proceeded to con- 
fine him in the castle of Bikkenabad. The ministers and principal 
nobility of the late monarch then hastened to join Mussaoud, who had 
as it would appear by this time advanced to BJilkh. The conspirators, 
.however, experienccil from him a reception on which they had little 
calculated. JIussungMcykaul,theprimcmiuisterofthedeparted Mah- 
mud, against whom Mussaoud had long cherished an irreconcilable 
animosity, was put to death. Ally Ivhaishawund shared the same fate ; 
and Yussuf Sebekteggin was immured for life in a prison. Mfiss- 
fioud shortly afterwards repaired to Gheznin, where he took care to 
secure himself against all further attempts on the part of his brother 

* August Slot, A. D. 1030, 
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A. H. Mahommed, by the aatial application of the inatnidMnt ofeautety; to 

A. D- loaa-as. destroy the organs of vision. 

Kholaussut- Siiltan Nasser-ud-dein Mussaoud, son of Mahmi!id» fourth of the 
«l>akbbaur. Sebekteg^n, and sixth of the monarchs of Ghezntn. 

Having succesfuliy vindicated the claims of an elder brother to the 
throne ofhis father, MAsskoud consigned the office ofVezzeir to Ahmed 
theson of Hussun Meymundi. In thefourhundred and twenty second 
of the Hidjerah, he devolved the government of Ir^k Ajem upon Abu 
Sohel HamdAni, delegating that of Isfahaun, however, by a particular 
MctsAotiD patent, to the separate superintendance of AllA-ud-doulah Jaufierthe 
Vith of the son of KkkAiali,* the maternal couzin german, of the weak and imbecile 
moDarcbsof ^lajid-ud-doulah the Deylemite. AllA-ud-doulah accordingly pro* 
ceeded for some time to conduct the government of that part of Irak 
Ajem, as the lieutenant of Mussaoud; j?ut ultimately aspirmgat inde- 
pendence, he openly abjured the supremacy of that prince : and it was 
under these circumstances that the celebrated AbA Ally ben Sciua 
(Avicenna) became the prime minister of Alln-ud-doulah. 

In the course of four hundred and twenty three an expedition was 
undertaken from Khaurezm,by Altun Taush 1 lanjeb,under the instruc- 
tions of Mussaoud, to avenge the injuries \Vhich he had sustained from 
AllyTekein thegovernor of Samarkand. TheKhaurezinian beinghow- 
ever desperately wounded, in the territory beyond the Oxus, in an action 
which took place with the troopsof AllyTekein, the combatants appear 
to have separated by mutual consent, which was followed by an ac- 
commodation; and AltunTaush shortly afterwards dyingof his wounds 
was succeeded in the government of Khaurezm by a son of the name of 
Perun — or llarAn, according to Ferisbtali. That admired and estima- 
ble minister Ahmed the son of Hussun Meymundi also dying in the 
four hundred and twenty fourth of the Hi ljerali, Almu d the son of 
Mahommed,the sooofAbdussummud,became vezzi ir to Sultan Muss- 
Aoud. In the mean- time, as will be particularly discrihed in its 
proper place, the race of Seljuk having passed the river JeyhAn to 
the westward, selected for their abode the territory dependent upon the 
cities of Nissa and Abiword ; and in a few years succeeded in extend- 
ing their encroachments through a considerable part of Khorassaun. 

*Uncle^ bO called in tlic language of the Dc vlciuitcs. 



*■ CbntraTy to ifce representations of his ministers, who urged the ser- 
ious expediency of checking at the outset, the usurpations of these 
formidable adventurers, Sultan MCtssioud determined in the four hun- 
dred and twenty sixth of the Hidjerah, on an expedition into India. 
Finding however on his return from this -expedition in four hundred 
and twenty eight, that they had obtained a mostdangerous ascendancy, 
he perceived ample reason to regret, that he had for a moment delayed 
to oppose them. It now therefore became the object of his most 
«erious attention to retrieve the fatal oversight ; and he employed 
his utmost exertions and activity to prepare for hostilities against 
them. But in the warwhich ensued, aftera series ofconflicts, in which 
his personal valour was conspicuously signalized, being ultimately 
defeated by those enterpri zing and warlike Tartars, Sultan Mussaoud 
vfas compelled to return with disgrace to his capital; where on the pre- 
tence of misconduct, or failure of duty in this unfortunate war, he 
discharged his vengeance on some of his most distinguished generals 
and ministers, whom he condemned to suffer by the sword of the exe- 
cutioner. After this he dispatched his son Modhd with afresh arma- 
ment towards Bulkh ; while he hastened, in his own person, towards 
llindustaun, accompanied by his brother the blind Mahommed, and 
the three sons of that prince, Ahmed, Abdurraihman, and Abdurrai- 
heim ; proposing to passthecold season in that country, and on the return 
ofspring to resume hisoperationsagainst thesons of Seljuk. Incrossing 
the Indus, however, leaving his baggage and equipage on the western 
side of the river, in order to follow him at convenience, Noushtekein 
vith a body of the imperial slaves, seized the opportunity to plunder 
the treasure, and to raise the blind Mahommed once more, to the dan- 
gerous and precarious possession of a disputed throne. Sultan MAss- 
koiid fled for safety to arebbaut, or walled enclosure, in the neighbor- 
hood ; but, being immediately pursued and discovered in his retreat, the 
unfortunate monarch was conducted by his enemies to the presence 
of his brother, by ivhom, with all attached to his person, he was confined 
to the fortress of Kftrri. The blind Mahommed, in the mean time, 
devolving the royal authority to his son Ahmed, the latter repaired 
shortly afterwards to the place of the deposed Mvissaoud’s confinement, 
-accompanied by the sons of Yussuf Seuekteggin, and Ally Khaishaw- 
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A. H. 498 41. und, and there pnt a period to his existence, In the four hundred and 
A. P. 1041-49. thirty third of the Hid jorah ; the twelftli of his turbulent and unpropi- 
reign. From the ingratitude evinced in the perfidious conduct 
of his subjects, bovvever frequently exemplified in the annals of hu^ 
man depravity, it would scarcely be conceived that the unfortunate 
Mussaoud greatly surpassed in atfibility of manners, and hljerality of 
disposition ; and that he uniformly studied to secure the attaclunent of 
all, and of men of letters in particular, by the most conspicuous proofs 
of his bounty and beneficence. 

Sultan Abul Futtah Moudcd the son of Mussaoud, fifth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, and seventh of the moiiarelis of (ibe/uln. 

As soon as iiitclligenco was conveyed to him of the dksiustrous ter- 
mination of his father’s lift?, Sultan M mdud broke up bis camp from 
before tlalkh, and directed his inurcb for Clhezniu ; Mahoiniued on lii-s 
part liaM( uing with bis three sons from ibevieiiiityoftlie Indus touanbi 
Mwnrn VIF'h tlu' same object, lu a l>attlc wbicli took place, shortly afterwards, in 
of tin- m'.Miirchs the desert of victory declared however for .\Ioud ad ; the blind 

01 CrlK'2uui. with his sons, and those of Nouslitekeiu, an J Ally IChaishawuiid, 

and Suliman the son ofY ussufSebektegiiin, lalbiiginto the liaiuls of the 
conqueror, and being thesource of all these I'onvulsioiis, werethe wliolo 
of them immediately put to death; with theexceptionof.Vhdurraiheiui 
the son of Mahoinnied, who was exempted from the fate of his fellow 
captives, in consideration of his iiumauity, in protecting the late Sultan 
Muss&oud from the violence of his brother Abdurrailiinan, when this 
latter had presumed with unmanly insult to tear the diadem, or royal 
cincture, from the head of that unfortunate monarch, after he had been 
betrayed into the hands of his enemies. 

Sultan Moudud now entered Gheznin in triumph; and having se- 
curely seated himself on the throne ot his frmily, bestowed the office 
of prime minister on AbCk Nasser Ahmed the son of .Mahoiumed, son 
of Abdussummud. In the four hundred and thirty-fifth of the Hid- 
jerah, he made an attempt to chock the progressive aggrandizement 
in Khorassaun, of the Seljucides ; but the army which be employed 
for that purpose was driven back with disgrace and loss, by the super- 
ior valour and good fortune of Alep Arslan. Six years afterwards, 
namely, in the four hundred and forty first of the Jlidjcrah, having left 
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Ghcznltiy at the head of an immense force, in order to vindicate his 
ri'^hts against the race of Seljiik, Moudud was, however, on his first 
stage, in the castle of Saunkute on the way towards Kabiil, according 
to Ferishtah, attacked by a fit of the cholic, by which he was compelled 
to relinquishhis scheme of revenge, and to return to his capital ; where, 
on the twenty-fourth of the month of Iludjub* of the same year, he 
■was finally removed from this scene of pride and absurdity, to a state 
of permanent repose and bliss, after a reign of seven years. 

, Abu Jauffer Mussaoud the second, the son of Moudud, sixth of 
the race of Sebekteggin, and eighth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

This prince being yet an infant of four years of age, was deposed in 
a very tew days after his nominal accession, by the members of his 
father’s court, who conspired to promote the advancement of his uncle. 

Abul liussiin Ally, the son of Mussitoud I. seventh of the race of 
Sebekteggin, and ninth of the inonarclis of Gheznin. 

Seatedon tlie throne of Gheznin, with the concurrence of the leading 
nobility and Ameirs, on the first day of Shabaunf of the four hundred 
and forty first of the llidjcrah, this prince immediately espoused the 
widow of Sultan Moudud, who appears to have been the daughter of 
'I'ohegher lleg tlie brother of the celebrated Toghrel Beg. But Abdur- 
rashid the souof MahmudGhauzzy, who, after being confined by Sul- 
tan Moudud to one of the fortresses between Bost and Aushferra, had 
been nominsfted by that monarch on his death bed, to succeed him, 
obtaining his release from imprisonment, through theexertions ofAbdur- 
rezauk the son of Aluned Meymundi, and advancing in the latter part 
of thefour hundred and forty third of the Hidjerah,J tovvards Gheznin ; 
Sultan Ally, on intelligence of his approach, abandoned his power 
witboutan eflfort,after having enjoyed itfor a period ofahout two years. 

Abdurrashid the son of Mahmfid Ghauzzy, eighth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, and tenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

On the premature flight of Sfiltan Ally, the throne af Gheznin was 
quietly taken possession of by Abdurrashid ; and the abdicated monarch 
being soon overtaken by his adversaries, was immured from the eyes 

* December 21tt, A. D. 1049. f December 28tb, 1049. 

^ March or April, 1052. 
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• A. H. 44S. of the public in the fortress of Deidy. The po\ter of Kis successor, wsi' 
A. D. 1052. not however destined to experience any considerable duration. To< 
Haujeb, a T ur*ki8h chief, educated under the protection of Sultan 
Aloudud the son of Aldssaoud, had been entrusted by that monarch 
with the government of Seiestaun ; and about this period declaring his 
independence, proceeded towards Gheznin. Abdurrashid retired into 
the citadel as soon as the insurgent was known to have approached 
within five farsangs* of the metropolis ; of which, the ursurper soon 
rn'^Xihof u”c master, the castle made no extraordinary resistance. \h~ 

itinnari'lis of durrashid w'ith all the surviving sons of Sfiltan Mahmud, nine in num» 
Gbezniu. fccr, now' fell into the hands of Toghrel, by whom they were every one 
ofthem immediately put to death. The usurper then forcibly espoused 
the daughter of Aliissiioud, and thesister of his benefactor; and assum- 
ing' the royal authority, together with the eternal execration of man- 
kind has been branded to posterity by the title of Toghrel the traitor — 
7'ogh rel-Ka uff'er-Nia itm met. 

Noushtekein Haujeb Kherklwiz, one of the principal Amcirs of 
Gheznin, w'ho held at this period the government of that part of Hin. 
diistaun extending to the frontiers of Dehly, which had reluctantly 
submitted to the yoke of the Mahommedans, received intelligence of 
the usurpation w'ith equal horror, and displeasure; and he determined 
w'ithout delay to subdue and chastize the author of it. He wrote, how- 
ever, in the first instance to upbraid the daughter of Afussaoud, and 
thenobles of Gheznin, with their ignominious acquiescence in the pro- 
ceedings of the traitor. Several of the chiefs, who still privately cher- 
ished the design of vengeance against the usurper, spurred on by the 
' just reproaches conveyed in the letters from Noushtekein, immediately 
formed a conspiracy to destroy the ungrateful rebel; and accordingly, 
when he had been suffered to indulge himself in his dream of sovereign 
pow'er for a period of forty days, and while he was giving audience to 
his court, seated on thethrone of the warlike and victorious Mahmhd, 
that public opportunity was selected by the conspirators for the ex- 
ecution of theirvengeance ; the odious usurper being suddenly attacked, 

* Seventeen English miles, and 129 yards, at 0000 yards to the fanang, or three miles, a 
quarter, and 280 yards. 
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mhd kewed to pieces on the spot. The reign of AbduiTashid appears 
to have terminated in less than a twelve month. 

Furrukhzacd the son of Miiss&oud, ninth of the race of Sebek- 
te^in, and eleventh of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Soon after the accomplishment of this deserved and signal act of 
vengeance, Noushtekein Kherkheiz arrived at Gheznin; anddiscover- 
>ng on inquiry that there still survived in the castle, three of the race 
ofSebekteggin,Furrukh2and, Ibrauhim, and Shiija, the nobles concur- 
red with iiiin in allotting the throne to the former ; who was accordingly 
brought from his prison, and invested with the authority of his an- 
cestors. 

Early in the reign of this prince, encouraged by the revolutions 
which appeared to convulse the monarchy of Gheznin, AmeirDaoud, 
or David, of the racoof Seljuk, hastened towards that capital, to take 
advantage of the supposed prevailing troubles. J le was, however, gal- 
lantly opposed in th<' field by Noushtekein with the troops of Eur- 
riikhzaud ; and totally del'eated with infinite loss of baggage and equip- 
ment, ill a conflict which endured from sun rise to the close of day, and 
in which the adverse squadrons appeared to aim at nothing less than 
niLitual extermination. The troops of I'urrukhzaud, with their tri- 
umphant general, returned with glory to the metropolis. 

'I'his victory having produced suflicient stability to the power of 
I'urrAkhzaud, that princewith a victorious army and formidableequip- 
ments, now proceeded towards the province of Kborassaun ; while on 
tlie part of the house of Seljuk, Kellisaurek, one of their most distin- 
guished generals, with a numerousforce, hastened to oppose his march. 
Another dreadful conflict ensued, wdiich like many that preceded it, 
might easily have surpassed the eloquence of the historian todescribe ; 
iiut which, however, again terminated in favor of the armsofFurrAkh- 
zaud; Kellisaurek, or Kallisaurek, and several others of the Seljukian 
commanders becoming his prisoners. Intelligence of this last defeat 
of his troops being conveyed to Tchegher, sometimes called Jauffer 
lleg, a third army was immediately dispatched by that prince, to re- 
trieve these accumulated misfortunes, under the orders of his own son, 
the renowmed and warlike Alep Arslan. Victory now changed sides; 
the brave and able Noushtekein Kherkheiz was deteated by that illus- 
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A. H. 450. tri<MM prin«e» and Jnany of the Gheznian Ameirs were destined is 
^A. D. ms. tjieij. turn to experience the evils of captivity. Having thus reestab- 
Fensbtab. )|shed the superiority of his arms, Alep Arslan appears to have for- 
borne the prosecution of his victorious career, and to have returned 
in all the pomp of triumph to the presence of his father. In the mean 
time, to evince his respect for the character of his illustrious adversary, 
Furrukhzauddetermined on the immediate and gratuitousenlargement 
of Kellisaurek, and his associates in captivity, whom he accordingly 
dismissed with splendid Khelauts. This act of liberality produced a 
corresponding sentiment on the part of the Seljukians, by whom the 
whole of the Gheznian prisoners were, in a similar manner, immedi- 
ately restored to liberty and their friends. 

About a twelve-month previous to his death, Fiirrukhzaud, who is 
differentlyrepresented inthe Rouzut-ussufla,and the Tarikhguzeidali, 
by the former as the son of Mussaoud, and by the latter as that of Ab- 
durrashid, was exposed to considerable danger from the treachery of 
his slaves; who formed a conspiracy to destroy him while in his bath. 
The assassins had succeeded in forcing their way to his person, and 
were hastening to the execution of their nefarious design, when the de- 
fenceless monarch, by a fortunate exertion, possessed himself of one 
of their scimitars ; with which he contrived to protect himself until his 
attendants, becoming apprized ofthe danger, rushed into the apartment, 
and put the conspirators to the sword. This attempt produced such 
an effect upon the mind of the prince, that he ever afterwards evinced 
a contemptuous indifference for the things of this world, as in con- 
stantexpectation ofthe period at which he was to leave it. AfTterareign 
ofsixyears, he died of a cholic, or complaint in the bowels, in the very 
flower of life, and in the four hundred and fiftieth yearof the llidjerab. 

Abul Muzufifer I bra VH iM the son ofMdssaoud, tenth ofthe race 
of Sebekteggin, and twelfth of the monarchs ofGheznln. 

Succeeding to the diadem of his ancestors on the demise of hisbro- 
Ibravkim P*’***^^’ early part of his reign, entered into a treaty of 

Xllih ofthe peace with the house of Seljuk ; which must at this period have been 
Gheznuvi- represented by the able and warlike Alep Arslan, and not by his sou 
Melek Shkh, as described by Ferishtah, who did not succeed to the 



4omiiuottk of his father, as will be secsi hereafter, until the four hun- 
dred and sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah. 

Of the two expeditions successfully conducted hito Hindfistaun by 
Sfiltan Ibraubim, it would be here unnecessary to enter into the narra- 
tive. The curious reader will doubtless find them sufficiently detailed 
ill the translation of Ferishtah by colonel Scott; at all events, all that can 
be requisite to be apprized of on the subject, may be seen with advan- 
tage from the elaborate pen of Mr. Maurice, in his more recent history 
of that harrassed,and most interesting country. We shall be contented 
with stating that he bears with historians in general, the character of 
a just and pious prince, uniformly distinguished for the most liberal 
and diffusive charity ; and that he died in the four hundred and ninety 
second of the Hidjerah,* after a protracted reign, of two and forty lunar 
years. 

MrssAorn the third, the son of Tbrauhira, eleventh of the race of 
Sfcbekteggin, and thirteenth of themonarchs ofGhezniii. 

Sur})assitig in the benevolence of his manners and in the liberality of 
bis disposition, this prince early signalized his love of justice by abo- 
lishing the arbitrary contributions levied upon the people by hisprede- 
cesi-ors, and by eonfirming to the relatives of his blood, and to the 
AmeirSofhiscourt, the possessions allotted to them by Sultan Ibraubim: 
and he contrived to secure himself against the hostile enterprizes of 
the house of SelJ ilk, by marrying the princess Mehed-e-lrak, (the cra- 
dle of Irak) the daughter of Melek Shah, and sister of Sultan Sunjur. 

In the reign of Mussaoud the third, being advanced to the dignity 
of lieutenant general of Jlindustaun, (to be understood in this place, 
however, and indeed for the most part where it occurs in the history 
of the Gheznuvides, as comprehending little more than the countries of 
the Punjaub) JJaujeb Toghatekein, led a body of troops from Luhoiir 
across the Ganges; and imshing his con(|uests beyond those of any 
former general of Isslam, the victorious Mahmud alone excepted, and 
renewing the cruel scenes of ))illage and desolation, extended through 
the country by that remorseless conqueror, he was sufl’ered to return 
in triumph to the capital of his govcruuieiit. 

Alter a reign of sixteen years unmolested by untoward events, or 
bv turbulence in an\ shape. Siiltan ^lussa''ud became, iu tht: five linu- 

*A. D. 1008. 
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A* tl. 5«8-li2. ftnd eighth 9i the Hidiefeaht aa inmate ef the abodes of etenMl 
n. P. 1114 . 18 , regt. 

feriahtali. jj jg aifiriued on the authority of the Tarikh gdzeidah, that on the 
death of M6ss£kHid, his son Kummaul-ud-doulab Sheirzaud ascended 
the throne of Gheznin ; but that he was cut off, at the expiration of a 
twelvemonth, that is to say, some time in the five hundred and ninth of 
the Hidjerah, by his brother. Arslan Shah ; although the narrative of 
other historians has introduced the reign of the latter, without interme- 
diation, next after that of Mfisshoud. 

Arslak Shah son of Mfissaoud, twelfth of the race of Sebekteggin, 
and fourteenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

It appears, at all events, that having, hy some measure of violence, 
usurped the diadem of Gheznin, Arsl-.niShab proceeded to seize, and 
imprison, all of his surviving brothers that he could lay hands on ; but 
one of these, Behram Shah, escaping for protection to the court of his 
uncle, Sultan Sunjurthe son of Melek Shah, who at this period presided 
over Khorassaun, as the lieutenant of his brother Mahoinmed, that 
prince accompanied the illustrious exile, at the head of a powerful 
army, towards Gheznin ; defeated and expelled the usurper, and suc- 
ceeded in seating Behram Shah on the throne of Mahtnfid. Arslan 
Xivlb”f”ue availing himself however of the return of Sultan Sunjur into 
BioDarchs of Khorassaun, iinmediatt ly recoiled upon his brother ; whom lie compel- 
Gheznin. Jed a second time to throw himself upon the protection of bis uncle. 

Every expedient was now resorted to, on the part of Arslan Shah, to 
divert that prince from espousing the cause of Ids brother; and among 
Z)thers, his mother, the Mched-e-lruk, formerly adverted to, was en- 
trusted with the sum of two hundred thousand diiiaurs* in order to 
purchase the forbearance of Sultan Sunjiir. The latter disdained how- 
ever all proposals to abandon the support of his nephew ; and again 
advancing towards Gheznin, w ithin a league of that raetroj;olis gave 
battle to Arslan Shah with his usual good fortune ;thelatter being again 
Aotallv defeated, inagreat measure, through the distinguished gallantry 
of Abul Fazzel prince of Seiestaun, wdio had accompanied Sultan 
Sunjur on tins last expedition. Arslan Shah made tlie best of his way 
into the territory beioncl the Indus, while his victorious antagonist 
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[jrOeeedej totaled possession of Ghesnin ; md bating remained at tiiat 
place for a period of forty days, he once more committed the govern- 
ment to Behram Shah, and returned into Khorassaun. 

On information that the Selj6kian was again withdrawn into his 
own province, Arslan Shah, assemblihg afresh army among the troops 
of the Punjaub, and of the other provinces of Hindiistaun which had 
been subjugated to the authority of the race of Sebekteggin, ad- 
vanced tow ards Gheznln, for the third time, to contend with his bro- 
ther, for the throne of Mahmud. Behram Shah who felt himself stil! 
unequal to such a contest on the strength of his own resources, found 
it expedient on this occasion to retire to the fortress of Bkinian. The 
powerofhis uncle was, however, again successfully exerted in his behalf ; 
the usurper Arslan Shah was expelled for the last time from Gheznin, 
and sought an asylum among the Afghan tribes ; but being pursued 
by the troops of Sultan Sunjur, he was immediately taken and deli- 
vered up to his brother, by whom the view’s of an aspiring and turbulent 
ambition were now finally terminated by the all-subduing stroke of 
death. This event is said to have taken place in the five hundred and 
twelfth of theHidjerah, w’hen he had, at intervals, possessed the sover- 
eign power, for a period of ’about three years. We find it further stated 
that, during the turbulent and unsettled government of Arslan Shah, 
the greater part of the city of Ghezuin was consumed, by lightning 
trom heaven. 

Sultan Alla-ud-doul-ah Behuam Shah the son ofMuss-^oud, thir- 
teenth of the race of Sebekteggin, and fifteenth of the monarchs of 
Ghoznin. 

Without entering into the details of Ferishtah it will be sufficient 
for our purpose to relate, that on his permanent accession to the throne 
of his ancestors, Behram Shah evinced not less by his love of justice, 
and his attachment to the society of the learned, than by the splendour 
and magnificence of his actions, that he was worthy of his exalted 
destiny. To him was dedicated the first translation, from Arabic into 
Persian, of the Kaleila Dumna, tliefables of Beidpai, an Indian sage, 
originally so called. A translation from the language of India, into 
Pehlvv, the ancient idiom of the Persians, had been of old, and with 
much labour aud difficulty, executed by ihe enlightened Buzfirtche- 
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Af H. § 19 - 47 . m^ri the minister of Noushirvauii 4 find fromPehlvy Into Aiyibic bjr 
A« P. ma-oa. £ben-ul'MokenniainthetimeofH&rdnrashid. This latter was probably 
Fctishtiili. the copy now translated under the patronage of Behram Shah. From 
the more abstruse and obscure stile in which it still stood, it was finally 
rendered into more familiar and intelligible Persian, rejecting the Ara- 
bic measures, or verse, altogether, and denominated the Anwar So- 
BEYLY — the lights of the star Canopus — inthetimeof Sdltan Ilfisscyuc 
Mirza of the house of Seffy, by Miilla Hdsseyne Wauzz the Kaushe- 
fite. The Mekhzin-ul-essraur, or magazine of mysteries, of Nizamray, 
was another work composed under the patronage of Behram Shah. 

Sultan Behram Shah is stated to have been engaged in several expe- 
ditions to the territory bej'ond the Indus, principally directed to chas- 
tize the refractory proceedings of Mahommed Bahlim; who had been 
constituted lieutenant general of Labour, under the authority of Arslan 
Shah, and who had presumed to display the standard of hostility against 
that of his ultimately triumphant brother. On the twenty seventh of 
Kamzaun, of the five hundred and twelfth of the llidjerah, he fell how- 
ever into the hands of the royal armies ; but after a short detention in 
imprisonment, his offence w'as overlooked, and he was restored to his 
post, oflieutenant general of the Mussulman conquests in llindhstaun. 

Availing himself, however, of the Sultan’s return toOheznin, Mahom- 
med Bahlim proceeded, among the mountains of Sewaulik, to erect the 
fortress of Nagiir; where, as in an impregnable asylum, he secured his 
familv and most valuable effects. Then raising a numerous force of 
Arabs, Persians, KhiljianTurksand Afghans, and with their assistance, 
obtaining repeated advantages over the surrounding infiilel states, he 
became by degrees so elated with his good fortune, that he raised his 
views at last to the aim of iudependent conquest, and sovereign power. 
This occasioned tlie second expedition of Behram Shah. In the neigh- 
borhood of Multaun, that monarch was again met by the ungrateful 
rebel, accompanied by his ten sons ; and was opposed with an obstinacy 
which, in the language of the orientals, had been seldom exhibited to 
the vaulted expanse of heaven. The just punishment of ingratitude 
was, however, at last, once more signally exemplifi<*d in the total defeat 
of Bahlim ; who. with the whole of his ten sons, plunging in the preci- 
pitation of their flight, into a marsh-pit, orquagmirc,^thcy were, withall 
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that accompanied them, entirely swaUow«d>upyiiAt«vestigeofthehors& A. M. ft4fA1k 
or his rider being ever discovered. Having thus successfully vindi* A. D. 
cated his authority, Behram Shah, leaving the territory of the Punjaub Ferisbtaht 
to the care of Salaur HAsseyne, returned to enjoy the fruits of his vic- 
tory, in the bosom of his capital. 

Unfortunately conceiving, towards the close of his reign, some cir- 
cumstanceofdispleasureagainstKutbuddeinMahommed Ghoury, who- 
appears to have been his son in law, the Sultan caused him to be put, 
to death. On which, to avenge the injury, Seyf-ud-dein Sfiry the bro- 
ther of the deceased, immediately marched an army to the attack of 
Ghozuin ; while Behram Shah considering himself, it seems, unequal 
to the defence of his capital, abandoned it to the invader, and withdrew 
to Kermaun ; not the well known province of that name, but a city 
standing mid-way between Gheznin and the Indian territory, in pos- 
session of the Afghans; who, from its situation among the hills,and the 
nature of the country unfavorable to the operations of cavalry, had 
made it their principal abode. Seyf-ud-dein entered Gheznin with- 
out resistance, and relying on the tractable temper of the in habitants, • 

Ventured to send back his brother Alla-ud-dein, with most of his ex-- 
ptricnced commanders, and the greater part of his army, to their na- 
tive country. But although he continued to conduct himself with 
uniform moderation towards the citizens, and no sort of disposition to 
oppressor ill-treat them, had been in any instance evinced on the part 
of his followers, the people of Gheznin, with every outward demon- 
stration of attachment tothegovernmeutofSeyf-ud-dein, still cherished 
a desire for the return of their legitimate sovereign; with whom it was 
not difficult, privately, to open a correspondence. i 

Accordingly when winter set in, and the drifting snows had com-, 
pletely intercepted the communication through the mountains of. 

Ghour, Behram Shah at the head of a considerable body of Afghans, and 
Khiljies, and other uncivilized tribes of the desert, appeared in the 
neighborhood of Gheznin. When there remained, however, a distance, 
of not more than two or three farsangs between him and his capital, 
Seyf-ud-dein received intelligence of his approach ; and, confiding to 
their hollow professions of attachment, entered into consultation with 
the men of Gheznin, whether he should abide the issue of a conflict 
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!•»»»». uju^ Btedfast to their hypoeritical design, and forgetful of their obli- 
®******^* gation as boneSt counsellors, at the moment they were determined to' 
betray him, urged the unwary prince by every consideration to give 
battle to the Shah. Seyf*ud-dein, adds Ferishtah, like Moutummen,* 
betrayed by those whose coui^sels were actuated by an attachment 
to the interests of the enemy, quitted Gheznin accordingly; and at the 
head of the inliabitants, accompanied by a slender guard of Ghouri- 
ans, drew out to oppose the further advance of Shltan fiehram. But 
before he had been yet permitted to put forth those proofs of military 
skill and exertion, wdiich might have been apprehended from his for- 
mer fame, the men of Gheznin seized his person, and perfidiously de- 
livered him up to his mortal enemy. 

Thus unexpectedly betrayed, Seyf-ud-dein was now mounted,bv the 
instructions of Sultan Behram,withhisface blackened, on a halfstarvcd 
and disabled bullock ; and in that state he was paraded through the streets 
of Gheznin, exposed to the mockery and derision of the women and 
children, and of the white-beards of the whole city ; who followed in 
the train, to insult and upbraid him with their abusive and opprobrious 
clamours. He was then put to death with every species of ignominy 
and torture, that the most inveterate cruelty could put in practice, and 
bishead was ultimately taken offand transmitted to SQltanSunjur; while 
Seyud Mudjid-ud-dein who had officiated as prime minister, was ei- 
ther impaled, or suspended to a gibbet. 

Burning with indignation, at the horrible intelligence which reached 
him of his brother’s fate, All&-ud-dein IlftsseyncSury determined on 
immediate vengeance ; and, for that purpose marched shortly afterwards, 
with an army long inured to the conflicts of death, towards Gheznin : 
while Behram Shkh, on his part, on information of his approach, as- 
sembled his troops, and proceeded from his capital with equal reso- 
lution and diligence, to give him battle. He dispatched, however, in 
the first instance, an agent to All^-ud-dein, to warn him of the fearful 
consequences of his rash, and unprofitable design ; to admonish him, 
before it was yet too late, to recede from his vindictive projects ; for 
* Adv^itiagto tbe tnuuacUons in wbisb that prbee was engaged with bis brother Amcio. 



,that the iron-ho^ed vrluch^l^e hi^d pre> A. H; 5#-47. 

i)aredto crush him, were thousands in numbser^Tabeiware therefore, by A. D. 
committing his fate to a conflict so dreadful, pfbrihging, at one blow, 
inevitable destruction upcm bis whole race. By AllH-ud dein it was 
announced to him, in reply, that the recent act of barbarous cruelty of 
which he was the author, was a manifest presage, on the contrary, of 
the impending downfal of the Gheznuian monarchy ; that when the 
monarch of a civilized nation led his armies against the territory of a 
neighboring state, though the consequences might be often destructive 
to many valuable and innocent individuals, yet, they were never ac- 
companied by those circumstances of barbarous cruelty and insult, 
which had disgraced his conduct towards the unfortunate Seyf-ud-dein. 

“ Doubt not” concluded the Ghourian, “ that providence, in its just 
“ retribution, and as a conspicuous and fearful example to the world, 

“ will crown my hopes of revenge with victory. Let not Behram Shah 
“repose too securely on the vaunted strength of his elephants — For 
“ though he have his elephants, have I not my warlike, and invinci- 
“ ble Khermcils” ? adverting to two brothers of that name, the elder 
andtfhe younger, distinguished, among the Ameirs of All^-ud-dein’s 
army, for their martial prowess and superior strength. 

The annunciation of tiiis reply is said, at all events, to have commu- 
nicated an unfavorable impression to the mind of Behram Shah, al- 
though he contrived to conceal his uneasiness from the observation of 
his followers ; and the armies continuing to approach, a battle became 
at length, no longer avoidable. In the course of the action, the elder, 
or greater Khormeil rushed iulo the conflict, with the impetuous fury 
of the animal he was about to assail, and singling out one of the Shah’s 
largest and noblest elei)hants, buried his dagger in its bow'els ; the 
animal sunk down upon its assailant, and both immediately perished 
together. The younger Ivherineil, more fortunate, killed his elephant, 
and escaped without injury. 

In effect the other elephants are stated upon this, like a herd of oxen 
or buffaloes, to have fl(.‘d terror-stricken through the. field ; and Alla- 
ud'dein Iliisseyne, with his Ameirs, in a determined and viedent effort 
directed towards the person of Behram Shah, already half subdiu'd l>y 
superstitious terrors, gave to the G hez iiians aur«;^di.u 1 exp criuttceof itheir 



A. fl. and4idroitness in the work of death. Doulut Shah the son 

A.D- lisa. g]]a}i» the lieutenant general ofhis father's armies, a brave and 

Ferisbteli. gjjj|fu| soldier, had long since fallen in the conflict ; and the wretched 
parent bereaved of heart and hand, now fled from the field of battle, 
directing his flight towards the Indus : but unable to survive the loss 
ofhis son, in addition to his other misfortunes, he became soon after- 
wards the victim of his sorrows. He died, after a diversified reign of 
five and thirty years, in the five hundred and forty seventh of the Hid- 
jerah. 

Khossrou Shah the son of Behram Shah, fourteenth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, and sixteenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Notwithstanding the above relation it is now asserted, as given on the 

testimony of the best established history, that Behram Shah dying at 

Gheznin, his son Khossrou Shah was raised, by the united concurrence 

of the nobles, to the throne of bis ancestors. But intelligence, at the 

, same period, successively arriving of the approach of All:\-ud>d(‘in 

Husseyne, the new monarch w'ith his court and the whole ofhis family, 

immediately withdrew beyond the Indus, and fixed his residence at 

Lahour. The Ghourian then entered Gheznin, causing it tobt^ub- 

Khosssoi Shah, licly announced, to the forsaken and unfortunate inhabitants, that they 

XMtii oftliemon- jjy jjq means to consider themselves therefore exempted from the 
of u1ic;£Uid. ^ ^ ^ , 

destiny of a city captured byassault — The accumulated horrors of pil- 

lage, massacre, and desolation. For the space of seven days, accord- 
ingly, nothing was omitted on the part of the revengeful conqueror, to 
make that unhappy city experience through all its quarters, every cir- 
cumstance of outrage, that could be dictated by the most furious and 
malignant passions. The Ghourian had been moreover apprized, that 
w'hen Seyf-ud- dein was so ignominiously exposed through their streets, 
the women of Gheznin had been particularly active in railing at, and 
insulting the unfortunate captive, to the sound of their cymbals and 
tabrots ; he therefore condemned great numbers of them to atone with 
their lives for that imprudent exhibition of female malignity. Having 
rendered himself memorableby this conspicuous exampleof vengeance, 
Allh-ud-dcin quitted Gheznin, and withdrew towardshisnativecountry ; 
marking bis route by burning and demolishing every structure, within 
his reach, that might iu any shape have belonged to the race of Sebek- 
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Cl^gtn ; mrlienee hft denred the appellation of Alft-ud-dein jahaun- 
Souz — the conflagrator. In retaliation for the death of Seyud Mudjid- 
ud'dein his brother’s minister, he caused a number of the Seyuds oi 
Gheznln to be conducted to Feyrouzkoh, each with a bag of earth 
suspended to his neck ; where on their arrival they were all beheaded, 
and the earth of which they had been the bearers, being mixed up into 
mortar with their blood, was applied to construct the towers of the 
castle of that place. 

Relying on' the assistance of Sultan Sunjur the Seljukian, Khossrou 
Shah hastened, on the departure of All‘cl-ud-dein, at the head of a power- 
ful army from Labour for the purpose of recovering his capital. 
Sdltan Sunjur having been, however, about this period, defeated and 
taken by the Ghoz/ian Turkmauns, and the latter advancing with 
considerable expedition towards Gheznln, Khossrou Shah declined a 
contestwith those barbarians, and returned to Labour. TheGhozzians 
continued in possession of Gheznln for two* years afterwards, when 
it was wrested from them by some of the Ghourian princes; from whom 
at the expiration of a farther interval, not exactly stated, it was again 
takelft^ Khossrou Melok, of whom hereafter. 

From other authorities it would however, it seems, appear that when 
Khossrou Shah fled into the territory eastwardof the Indus, from the 
dreaded vengeance of All-^-ud-dein jahansouz, the Ghourian proceeded 
to add to his other conquests those of Tikken, or perhaps Bikkenabad, 
Gurrumseyr, and Kandahaur; which leaving to the management of his 
nephew Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, he withdrew as for- 
merly intoGhour. But Khossrou Shah returning with aformidable army 
from the Punjaub, for the purpose of repossessing himself of Gheznln, 
he received from Allh-ud-dein overtures towards a treaty of peace; in 
which it was proposed that the city and castle of Bikkenabad should 
be ceded to the Ghourian, and that the Shah should be satisfied with 
the restoration of his capital. These terms being peremptorily re- 
jected by Khossrou, All&-ud-deiii is stated to have conveyed to him a 
stanza of four lines to the following effect. “ That vengeance of which 
“ the foundation was laid by thy father — hath already wrought sufli- 
* The manuscript iu my possession shews ten years. 
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A. H, 9M-M. " cient mischief among the nations of theeartl^— Beware ! lest for tke 
A. D. 1100-04. ft single paltry district of Bikkenabad, thou give the entire of the 
Ferishtah. «, empire of MahmAd to the winds of heaven.** Khossron had been 
encouraged to reject these proposals by his reliance on the support of 
Siiltan Sunjur, as above related ; but becoming unexpectedly apprized 
of the irretrievable misfortune which had befallen that prince, he waa 
again compelled to retire to Labour; where, afteraprecariousand turbu» 
lent reign of seven years, he ultimately died, in the five hundred and 
fifty-fifth* of the Ilidjerah. 

Khossrod Melek the son of Khossrou Shah fifteenth of the race 
-of Sebekteggin, seventeenth and last of the monarchsof Gheznin. 

Succeeding to the sovereign power on the death of his father at 
Labour, this prince is represented to have signally augmented the splen- 
dor of that metropolis, by several memorable proofs of a just and bene- 
volentspirit. For some time he contrived to secure tohis authority, the 
whole of the countries which had been subjugated eastward of the 
Khossrou Melek, Indus, by bis predecessors, the Sultans Ibrauhim, and Behram Shah. 
X\lIth»nd^^rtofthe Shahaub-ud-dein Mahommed the Ghourian, the nephew of Alla- 
* ud-dein, not satisfied with his acquisition of the metropolis of MB an- 
cestors, now extended his ambitious views to bereave him of his re- 
remaining dominions in Hindiistaun. Having previously reduced 
Paishawer, the country of the Afghans, MAItaun, and Sind, he at 
length appeared, in the five hundred and seventy sixthof the Hidjerah,f 
under the walls of Labour. Unable to contend with the invader in 
the field of battle, Khossrou Melek withdrew into the city ; but by 
the delivery of his infant son MAlek Sh^h as an hostage, together with 
his best and finest elephants, into the hands of his besieger, he suc- 
ceeded in redeeming himself from present subjugation ; the Ghourian 
consenting to return this time to Gheznin short of bis object. 

Four years afterw'ards however, namely, in the five hundred and 
eightieth of the Hidjerah,:J; Sultan Shahaub-ud-dein resumed his hos- 
tile designs, and appeared a second time before the walls of Labour, 
Khossrou M^dek securing himself, as formerly, within the fortifications 
•I’tbe town. But as the reduction of this celebrated city appears to 

*A.D.1100. ■fA.D.1180. tA.D.1184. 



bare been an enterprize still beyond his means to aceomplish, the A. H. 680^. 
Ghourian was compelled once more to abandon it ; and he proceeded A. D. iie4-e e« 
to erect the fortress of Siaulkote, about sixty miles to the northward Ferishtah. 
of Labour, and twenty to the eastward of Rotas on the Beh&t ; possibly 
to over-awe the capital of the Punjaub, and to secure liis own access 
whenever he found it convenient to resume his project. Then confiding 
the defence of the new fortress to one of his bravest officers, he returned 
to Gheznip. Siaulkote was invested, immediately on the departure of 
Shahaub-ud-dein, by Khossroii M^lek assisted by a body of Goggers« 

Kahkares, or Gickers, but without success. 

In the mean time convinced, by repeated failure, that all attempts 
to reduce Labour by open force would be in vain, Shahaub-ud-dein 
determined at last on having recourse to stratagem, for the attainment 
of his ends. For this purpose, affecting to have laid aside all further 
views of his hostility towards Khossrou M^lek, he proceeded in the 
five hundred and eighty second of the Hidjerah,* to equip his hostage 
Melek Sh&h, now about ten years of age, with all things suitable to 
his birth, and dismissed him to pay a visit to his father at Labour, in 
charge of certain of his officers, in whose discretion he could with con- 
fill ence repose. These he privately instructed to excite and encourage 
in the young prince a propensity for drinking; to employ every device 
in their power to retard his journey ; and for that purpose to make 
as man}' halts as possible during their progress. Delighted beyond 
measure at the intelligence which was conveyed to him, of the ap- 
proaching interview with his long absent child, Khossrou Mtilek in the 
contemplation of that single object, abandoned his usual circumspec- , 
tion ; and reposing a blind confidence in the pacific and friendly views 
of the Ghourian, entirely resigned himself to a scene of mirth and fes- 
tivity. “ In that throne and state,” observes the author, quoting a 
saying of the Persians, “ there must arise confusion and sorrow — where 
“ the foresight of the prince is inferior to that of the shepherd for his 
“ flock.” Thus while the young M^lek Shah was prosecuting his 
journey, Shahaub-ud-dein suddenly quitted Gheznlii at the head of 
twenty thousand cavalry lightly equipped, and furnished with one or 
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tW|Q sparehorseseacbfor expedition ;and proceedingbyacifcuitoua route 
and forced marches, appeared unexpectedly in sightof Labour.; when* 
early one morning, the wretched Khossrou M^lek awoke from his deli> 
rium of security, to behold the opposite banks of the Rauvy swarming 
w'ith the menacing squadrons of the adversary. The unhappy monarch 
deprived of all resource, in terms sufficiently abject, besought the 
mercy, and proceeded to the presence of bis betrayer ; and thus, about 
the five hundred and eighty second of the Hid^erah, without the slight* 
est resistance, without a single struggle, the city of Labour, however 
strongly fortified, submitted to Shahaub-ud-dein ; and tiie empire of 
Sebekteggin, after it had subsisted altogether fora period of two hundred 
and seventeen lunar, or two hundred and eleven solar years, was finally 
transferred to tlie dinasty of the Ghourians. 

At the hazard of its being already before the public from the deline- 
ation of a far abler pen, this sketch of the subversion of the empire of 
Gheznin, or Gh( zay, has been almost literally translated from Ferish- 
tah ; that which we derive from the author of the Kholaussut-ul- 
akhbaur, being too meagre and defective to be presented, with any 
justice, to the English reader. 

Our abridgement must now be employed to furnish some account of 
the Jssmauilian, or sovereigns, wliose authority extended for 

a considerable period over Egypt, and the region of Africa immediately 
west of that celebrated province. 

The first of this race who assumed the sovereign power, is stated to 
have been Abul Kaussem M a hummed the son of Abdullah, who bore 
the title of Mehedy, represented by .some of the Issinauilian Schis. 
roatics, as well as by many of the more orthodox Suniiihs, as adesceiid- 
ant fromlssmauil theeldcst son of .lauffer-us-saudek, tiu* sixth Imautn. 
The race of Abbas have however stigmatized with malediction tiiis 
assumed extraction of Mehedy ; and other Mosslcms appear to have 
considered him as of the.stpck of Abdullah, the son of Salem the Has- 
sorite. The Issmauilians, nevertheless, persist in maintaiiiiiig tliit 
the Mehedy of history, and of tradition, strictly reters to the subject 
of this article ; and moreover appeal to a prediction of the Arabian 
prophet importing “ iliat, at the close of the third century, (of the llid- 
*r.jerali} a sun, or great luminary, should arise in the western parts of 
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the world ;V allej^ing that the $un in this prediction figuratively applies a. H. SMiMV 
to Mahomtned the son of Abdullah, the Fatimite. Be that however A. D. eoa-W ^ 
asit inay,thisAbfil KaussemMAHOMMEo Mehedy revoltingin Africa, 
under the reign of the Khalif Miiktedder, in the two hundred and * 

ninety-sixth of the Hidjerab, subdued to bis power the greater part 
of the territory on the southern shore of the Mediterranean, westward 
of Egypt: and having reigned with considerable splendor for a period 
of six and twenty years, he died in the three hundred and twenty 
second of the Hidjerah,* at the age of sixty two. 

Ul Kaeim B'imr Illah Ahmed the son of Mahommed, second of 
the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

I'his prince was the legitimate successor to his father’s power: but 

towards the close of his reign, a school master of the name of Abd * 

Yezzeidrevoltingagainst hisauthority, andbeing joined by a multitude 

of the turbulent and disatlected, he was defeated in battle, and com- 

. ULKAstMird 

pelled to shut himself up in the fortress of Mehediah, on the sea coast of the Kha|if« 

eastward of Kairwan. There he was besieged by the insurgents, and of Egypt. 

in that situation, dying in the course of the three hundred and thirty 

fourth of the liidjerah,'j’ after a reign of twelve years, he left a will by 

whieh his surviving son was nominated to succeed. 

11 Munsur-be-kuwut-Ullah Issmauil the son of Ul Kkeim, third 
of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Artfully concealing the death of his father this prince, on succeeding 
to thesovereign authority, with equal gallantry and skill attacked and ulMuniur Illd 
defeated his besiegers ; and detaching some of his bravest soldiers in of the Khalifs of 
pursuit of Abh Yezzeid, the rebel was soon taken and brought to his 
presence. The punishment allotted to the unfortunate pedagogue 
W'as rather a singular one ; he was confined to an iron cage, with an 
ape for his companion ; and having been in that manner exposed for 
several days, he was ultimately consigned to the sword of the execu- 
tioner. 

Ul Munsur, in the three hundred and forty first of the Hidjorah, 
quitted this abode of pride and folly at the age of thirty nine, and after 
an apparently successful reign of seven years. 
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JL ft. S41-01. ' tJl-Mdezz-ud-dein Ullah Abit timbim the son of Munsfir, fourth 
^ of the Issmauilian Khalifs, assumed the sovereign authority in the 

Sbavaul* of the three hundred and forty first of the Hidjerah, 
and became a monarch of great power and renown ; having in the pro- 
cess of time subjugated to his dominion many of the African provinces, 
westward of Egypt, which had hitherto successfully resisted the arms 
of his predecessors. 

On the death of K&f&r Ekhshid who held the government of Egypt, 
under the authority of the house of Abbas, the province being about 
the same period afflicted by a dreadful famine, U1 Mfiezz-ud-dein 
availed himself of the opportunity to dispatch one of his generals of 
the name of Jauher Khaudem, at the head of a great army, and accom- 
panied with an abundant supply of provisions, to take possession of the 
Ui McEjfzcD country. This able commander, who was not improbably an eunuch, 
^^KhaUii'of accomplished the reduction of that important province some time in 
Egypt. the three hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerah, f (while thf> Khalif 

Muteia swayed the sceptre of the Abbassides;) and pitching his tents 
in the centre of the Egyptian metropolis, proceeded to distribute to the 
famished inhabitants the abundant stores which he had brought for their 
relief. In the course of the same year, and in conformity with the 
instructions of his master, he laid the foundation of a new city, de- 
scribed to be situated midway between Fostaut, and Misser, and Eyne- 
us-shums, and to which, in honor of his sovereign, he gave the name of 
Kaherah Mfiezziah ; the same that under the more corrupt appellation of 
Cairo, and under multiplied vicissitudes, has continued to this day the 
metropolis of the province. The talents of Jauher were next employed 
in the reduction of Alexandria, and finally of Syria, and even Hejauz ; 
each of which provinces he is said to have added to the dominions of 
the Issmauilian, gracing the Khotbah and Sikkah throughout the 
whole, with the name of U1 Mfiezz-ud-dein-Ullah. 

Some years afterwards, namely, in the three hundred and sixty-first 
of the Hidjerah, Mftezz-ud-dein quitted his former residence in Africa, 
and removed to the new city of Kaherah, which he now declared the 
metropolis of his dominions; and having reigned with distinguished 
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justice, for a period of three and twenty yean, aB4 five months, he A. H. sai^ 
there terminated his mortal career, on Friday the nineteenth of the lat- A. D. 97A-9 8» 
ter Rebbeia, of the three hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjerab. KholauMui- 
U1 Azziz B’lllah Abfi Munsfir Nezzaur the son of U1 Mhezz ud- ‘‘^■•*‘^****“’ 
dein, fifth of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 


This prince succeeded to the throne of the Egyptian Khalifs immedi- 
atelyon thedeathof his father ; anditisstated as asingular circumstance, 
that among those who pledged allegiance to him on the occasion, were 
his own uncle Heyder, Abul Feraut the uncle of his father, and an 
uncle of his grandfather; which, it seems, occurred to no other mon- 
arch in Islam, but himself and Hsirfinrashid. He proved a mild, 
benevolent, and virtuous prince; and having reigned in great prosperity 
and splendor for the space of one and twenty years, he died in Ram* 
zaun of the three hundred and eighty sixth of the Hidjerah,* the forty 
second of his age. 

U1 HAkem bimmer-Ullah Abfl Ally Munsbr the son ofUl Azziz, 
sixth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, was born at Cairo, and the first of 


Ul Azziz, Vth 
of the Khalifs 
of Egypt. 


his race who was a native of that city. During the reign of Ul 

Hakcm, we are informed that a person professing to be a descendant 

froiclIashaumthesonofAbdulmelek headed an insurrection against the 

authority of the Issmapilians ; but falling, after repeated conflicts, Hakem 
. . , ^ . .• . . . j- • Vlth of the 

into the hands of the ruling power, he was by the direction of Ul RhalisoTE- 

Plakem, mounted on a camel, with his legs bound, and a red cap on gypt. 

his head ; wdiile a monkey seated behind him, kepteverand anon, strik* 

ing him on the neck and shoulders with his paws. When the people 

proceeded however at the close of the ceremony, to dismount him 

from the back of the camel, it was found that, either through shame or 

apprehension, the unfortunate culprit w'as become a lifeless corpse. 

About the twelfth year of the reign ofUl Hakem, such is described 
to have been the profound tranquillity which prevailed throughout 
Egypt, that he forbad the gates of Cairo to be shut at night, as had been 
previously the practice in times of the greatest security ; while the 
inhabitants were directed to continue their shops and warehouses open. 


• December 25lh, A* D. 
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A. H. 806. as in the day tiip6( keeping lighted flambeaus at the head of every 
A. D. 1008. street ; and in these circumstances the citizens continued to croud the 
Kfaoteussttt- market places throughout the night, while the monarch with his courti> 
ttl-aklibauT. paraded the streets, accessible to the conversationofall whomightbe 

disposed to address him. On the authority of the Tarikh gdzeidah it is 
however stated that in every period of his government, it was the prac* 
tice of U1 H4kem to traverse the streets of his capital in the manner 
just described ; that on such occasions he usually appeared riding on 
an ass, without the slightest circumstance of pomp or ceremony ; profes* 
sing that, like Moses on mount Sinai, he was going to perform his de« 
votions in the presence of God. And finally that such was the zeal with 
which he exerted himself to enforce the rigid observance of the law, 
that he caused all the gardens and vineyards, in the vicinity of Cairo to 
be destroyed, when he found that the people were not to be otherwise 
restrained from the use of wine,and inebriating liquors. Another point 
which he moreover appears to have been singularly studious to accom- 
plish, was to check that unrestrained intercourse between women, 
which he might have conceived eminently prejudicial to female purity, 
and domestic happiness, as conducted in the East ; and for this purpose 
he prohibited throughout his capital the making of women’s shoes, or 
buskins. 

Atthesame time, while he scrutinized with such rigid severity the 
irregularities of the public, he is accused of being perfectly indul- 
gent towards the private vices and debaucheries of his own family, 
and domestics, which he appears to have thought it but little ex- 
pedient to investigate. Hence, when he had continued to conduct 
his goverpment in this manner for about seven years, the inhabitants 
of Cairo proceeded to dress up the effigies of a woman, which, with a 
paper in its hand they contrived to plant in the way of U1 Hkkem, in 
his usual progress through the streets. Observing the scroll, the monarch 
hastened to seize and peruse it, and was not a little enraged to find 
that it contained a severe and abusive libel on himself and his prede- 
cessors : and in the paroxysm of his fury he gave orders for a general 
pillage of his own capital, which terminated in the immediate destruc- 
tjon of one half of that unfortunate city. 



Towards tlie conclusion ofhis reign}Conee>iiriag» however, ^suspicion 
that a libidinous intercourse was carrying on between his own sister, 
and the general of his army, U1 H^kem sought an opportunity of put- 
ting them both to death. But the general becoming apprized of his 
design, determined to avert the danger by entering into an immediate 
conspiracy against the life of its author ; which, in the course of the 
four hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, he carried into successful 
execution. 

Accordingto thestatementsoftheRouzut-us-suffh,thedestruction of 
U1 llakein was accomplished in the following manner. It was usual 
with him, it seems, to ride out every evening on his ass,tomake a circuit 
of the neighboring range of hills which overlooks the city of Cairo ; 
and professing to have attained to singular skill in astrology, he had 
been frequently known to assert, that if, by a particular night which he 
named, no mischief occurred to assail him, he had precisely calculated 
tliat he was destined to outlive the age of four-score. On the evening 
which had been thus previously indicated, he was proceeding to take 
his usual ride, when his mother interposed with the most anxious 
intreaties that, for that night, he would not leave his palace. For a short 
tim*-^ the prince gave way to the importunities of maternal affection ; 
but urged by an impulse which he could neither resist, nor accountfor, 
he became afterwards impatient ; and he declared to his mother, that 
if she did not permit him to proceed on his usual excursion, be was 
verily persuaded that his soul would immediately quit her frail enclo- 
sure. On this he left the palace, with the determination not unfre- 
quent with resolute minds, to brave his destiny. On his arrival at the 
foot of the hill, the conspirators who lay in ambush for his life, rushed 
upon, and easily dispatched him, in the sixty first year of his age, the 
twenty-fifth of his reign. 

Ui.-ZAUiiiR-UD-DEix-ui:.r.AH Abul Hussun Ally the sonof U1 
Hkkera, seventh of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Having succeeded, with the concurrence of the distinguished classes 
of the inhabitants of U1 Kaberah, to the throne of Egypt on the assas- 
sination ofhis father, U1 Zauhir availed himself of the earliest oppor- 
tunity, after the effectual establishment of his power, to dispatch his 
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Iiiiica«ut«iit> After an epparentlv trosperoua reisn of sixteen years, Ul Zauhir 

iilr 'iA Mmut I 

died, of a dropsical complaint, at the premature age of three and thirty^ 
in the foof hundredatid twenty seventh of the Hidjerah ;• leaving, Kk« 
his grandsire U1 Azz4z; a character distinguished for every virtue that 
could secure for his memory the love and veneration of mankind. 

Ul MustanserB'Illah Abd Temeim Saud theson ofUl Zauhir, 
eighth of the Issmauilian Khaiifs, succeeded to the authority of his 
tuidestors, when a minor of seven years of age. 

Of the numerous events, which must have distinguished the unusu> 
ally protracted reign of this prince, there are but two which seem to 
have fixed the attention of our abbreviator; the first, the appearance in 
Egj'pt, in the four hundred and forty-sixth of the Hidjerah, f the nine- 
, teenth of MiSstanser, of a star of extraordinary magnitude and brilli- 
Viiithof jheKlia- ancv, which continued for a long time to diffuse its beams with sur- 
lif» of prising lustre over the city of Kaherah. This portended, or at ally vents, 

was followed, by a dreadful scarcity ; during which vast numbers of the 
Inhabitants daily perished from hunger and want of food. .The next 
was a tremendous earthquake which, on the twelfth day of lludjub of 
the year four hundred and sixty,J shook the city of Kaherah, and the 
whole land of Egypt, with such singular and astonishing violence, that 
the very fish in the w'aters of the Nile became sensible of its effects. 
The mindofMfistanserwasatthesametime so powerfully wrought upon 
by the aw'ful concussion, that, in order to allay the disquietude which 
had seized the hearts of his subjects, he found it expedient to make a 
distribution of his property among the poor, loan incalculable amount. 

The death of U1 Mflstanser took place in the four hundred and eight}- 
peveiith§ of the Hidjerah, when he had swayed the sceptre of Egypt 
for a period of sixty lunar years ; a duration which does not appear to 
have been allotted to the reign of anyt)f the monarchs of Islktn, either 
before or after him. 

Mfistanser had originally vested the succession in his eldest son 
Nezzaur, with the title of Mfistaufa*ud*dcin Uiluh; but unhappily 
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offimee «t -soim eircuinstanee w the eaidugiBt<of ^«t prioee^ lie 'A. H. 4aT-tf. 
subsequently ordained that he should have no sort of concern with the A. D. IS94> H<H. 
Khelsufut ; which he then transferred to the younger brother Ul M fis- hboluuMut- 
tauHy B'illah Ahmed. Hence arose, on the death of Mi&steoser,' an 
inveterate Schism among the lasmaui liana ; one party adhering, in 
conformity wkh the fundamental principle of the Sect to the original 
choice, and contending for the Imaumut of Nezzaur, for whom they 
accordingly claimed the allegiance of the people. Of this was the 
celebrated Hussun, or Ilassan Sllbah : while the otherparty contended 
more successfully for the claims of Ahmed. 

Ul Mustaully H’Illah Ah61 Kaussem Ahmed the son of Ul 
Miistanser, ninth oftlic Issmauilian Khalifs. 

As soon as be conceivetl himself in secure possession of the throne, 
the first views of tins prince were directed to obviate the claims of his 
brother; who declining the contest, fled for the present to Alexandria;, 

'I’he governor of that city, a slave of his father’s, gave him how’ever the iXtlioftheKhalifo 

most distinguished reception, and immediately acknow'ledged him a» of -Egypt. 

the legitimate successor to the dominions of his family. But a pow'- 

crful force being employed to support the authority of Ul Mustaully, 

the gove rnor of Alexandria was taken in battle, and put to death ; and 

Nez/aurhecomingalso the prisoncrofthe victorious party, wasconveyed 

with his two sons to the metropolis, and confined by his more fortunate 

brother to the castle of Cairo, where he died. 

Ul MAstaully ttow continued to sway the sceptre of Egypt withoitt 
a competitor, until the four hundred and ninety -fifth of the Hidjerah,f 
when at the early age of eight and twenty, he also died, after a reign 
of seven years and* two months.. 

Ul Amyr B’Ehkaum Ullwh Abd Ally Muhsur the son of Ul 

Mustaully, tenth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, succeeded to the throne Amyr, Xth 
„ „ , . I • • 1 1 /. i? an . of llio Khalifs «f 

of Egypt, being at this period only five years oi age. I he government 

was however administered in his behalf, with sufficient ability, by 

Fazzel, tlicson of the Ameir-ul-Jeyush, or lieutenant general of the 

permanent right of primogeniturr, as violated in the instance of their Imauni 

tssmauU. 

-^A. D.llOl. 
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A. H. 406-534. forces : perhaps the same formerly mentioned as the destroyer ^ U1 
A. P. Hot:8o. 

® reign of U1 Amyr, Hussun S&bah and the Nezzaurians 
were become extremely formidable by the seizure of the fortresses of 
Rudbaur, and the territory of the Kohestaun ; but much more so by 
the atrocious methods, which they pursued to avenge themselves on 
their enemies. Among the victims, and perhaps one of the earliest* 
that perished by the knives of these dangerous and sanguinary fanatics* 
was U1 Amyr himself ; who expired on the fourth of Zilkaudah,of the 
Jive hundred and twenty fourth of the Hidjerah,* in consequence of a 
mortal wound inflicted on his person, by one of the zealots attached 
to that detested schism ; in the thirty filth year of his age, and the 
twentx' ninth of his reign. 

UlHafez-ud-dbin-Ullah Abu Meymun Abdul Hamid, the.son of 
Alustanser, eleventh of the Issinauilian Khalifs, assumed, on thedeath of 
his nephew, the sovereign power; the principal nobility entirely con- 
curring in his elevation. His first Vezzeir, Ahmed the son of t'azzel, 
being early assassinated, by one of the disciples of ilussun .Sabah, a 
second was appointed to succeed him, and shared the same fate. On 
Ul II.\fez, this, U1 Ilafez resolved to confer the Vizzaurut on his own son Ilns- 
KhalifsofE^ sun. The thirst after human blood, which polluted the mind of this 
prince was however so excessive, (not less than forty of the most dis- 
tinguished Ameirs having been put to death by him, in the course of 
a single night) that his father, becoming terrified as to the conse- 
quences of a disposition so sanguinary, laid a design, to destroy him: 
but the plot being discovered to Jiussun, he contrived to cut f»tf the 
whole of those employed to carry it into execution. Tiie surviving 
Ameirs, witha considerable part of the army, now united in de« hiring 
to UI Hafez, that ifthe princewasnotininiediatelydelivi;r< (l iipto ih.-iii, 
thi ir vengeance would bedirccted against himself. A nd tiiusi onipeiled 
to devise some furtluT and more effectual expedient to appease their 
iiidignstion, the monarch discovered at last an insininieiit for his pur- 
pose, in a Jewish pliyscian ; who administered to the olnioxiom prinee, 
a draught which soon dispatched him to the sepulchre ot ius fatuers. 


* Seventh oi October, A. D. 1 130. 
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Ul H&fez, after a reign of twenty years, and at the advanced tjge of 
eighty, died in the latter Jummaudy, of the five hundred and forty- 
fourth of the Hidjerah.* 

UlZa OFFER B’illah Abu MuiisfirMAHOMMED thesonofUlH&fez, 


A. H. 94446. 
A. D. 1149-60^ 
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twelfth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, with the united concurrence of the 

Egyptian Ameirs, immediately succeeded to the throne of his fathers; 

but forming a licentious attachment for the son of his Vezzeir Abbas, 

ayouthof the name of Nasser, his time became devoted to the society 

of this minion of his pleasures. Proceedinghoweveratlast,toendow him 

with some very considerable territorial acquisition, the citizens ofCairo, 

who contemplated with disgust the ignominious intercourse between U*' Zauffer, 

the monarch and his favorite, sarcastically observed, that the dower of K^|jaiiij,of£"jpt, 

Nasser was surely estimated at a price too low ! which exciting the 

honorable indignation of the Vezzeir, he determined to expunge the 

stigma with the blood of his unworthy sovereign. For this purpose, 

having concealed a party for the execution of his design, he invited the 

unsuspecting monarch to an entertainment at his palace ; where, in 

the five hundred and forty ninth of the Hidjerah"^ after a reign of some- 

thing more than five years, they introduced him, with their swords 

an>' poniards, to the final repast of death. 

Ui Faeiz Be-Nitssyr Ullah Abul Kaussem Eissa, the son of 


Ul Zautlir, thirteenth of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 


This prince, notwitlistandingthe adverse circumstances wliich might 
appear to oppose his elevation, succeeded in establishing himself on the jjj \rnth 
throneofEgypt,immediatelyonthoassassinationofhislather;andhaving of the K.halifb of 
bestowed the appointment of Vezzeir on Meh k Salah, his views were 
early directed to seize the person of the late minister. Abbas con, 
trived however to withdraw from the country, with an immense pro- 
perty ; but falling into the hands of a body of Franks, at this period in 
possession of Palestine, he was by them plundered of all he had, and 
bound hand and foot left to perish in the desert. 

Ul Faeiz was summoned to his account, in the month of Suffur 
of the year five hundred and fifty-fivc,t at the early age of twenty -one, 
mid after a reign of six years and two months. 


* October, A. D. 1149 > t A< D, il 54 . 


t February, A, D. 1160 . 



A* H. 5M-64. Ih^kig the government of this monarch, it is briefly aitated, that Ihe 
A. P. iioono. territory of A fiiea on the shore of the Mediteranean, westward of Egypt, 
Kholaussut- hencecalled Mughreb,andthe inhabitants Mughrebins, wassubjugated, 
at akhbaun ^ person of the name of Abdul Moumeu. 

Ul AnzTiEOfOrAudhed-nd-deinUllah Ab6 AbduUahMjtHottitBDj 
the son of Ul Faeiz, fourteenth and last of the Issmauiltan, or Fktiraite 
Khalits of Egypt. 

Succeeding on the demise of his flither, to a power now rapidly verg- 
ing todecline, this prince bears, with the oriental narrator, the character 
of having been eminently distinguished for the benevolence of his man- 
ners, and theunbounded liberality of his disposition. But the Egyptian 
territory Iwing exposetl during his reign to a formidable invasion of the 
Franks, (un<ier Amaury king of Jerusalem,* the son of Melisencia and 
Fulk count of Anjou) and the hearts of the natives being entirely sub- 
. , , dued bv terror, he sought for an accommodation with the invaders ; 

oftheKhalifsof who Consented to withdraw from the country on the payment of one 
million of dinaurs,-!* and their agents had accordingly repaired to Cairo 
to receive the money. The appearance of these obnoxious strangers 
produced, however, among the haughty Mussulman inhabitants an 
agitation so violent, that they immediately wrote,with the concurrence 
of Ul Auzzed, to demand the assistance of NAr-ud-dein Mahmdd, at 
this time ruler of Syria and Damascus, and in closesaffinity with tl>e 
Khalils of the house of Abbas. A body of czgA/y thotisand 
horse, under Assud-ud-dein SheirkohJ or Shlracotth, was dispatched 
by that firince with all possible expedition, to the relief of the Egypt- 
ians ; and the Franks, like foxes to their hiding piacesy hastily fled, on 
intelligence of the approach of the Syrian gen«ral. 

Assud-ud-deiti entered Kaherahon this occasion, in the latter Reh- 
beia of the five hundred and sixty fourth of the FIidjerab,§andhe was 
immediately invested with the dignity of the Vizzaurut : but dying at 
the expiration of sixty five days, that important charge was entrusted 
by Ul Auzzed, to the talents of the celebrated Sullah or Salah-ud-dein 
Y fissuf, the son of Ay6b, and nephew of the deceased general. At no 

* Vide Gibbon's decline and fiUl. — Vol. XI. page 227, octavo e'Jition. 

1 458,3381. Ga. Ud, at me lowest calculativa. .];.Moantainlioii. (Jauaary, A. O.llOf* 



Very dietant period of time, Salah-ud-dein contrived to render himself 
entire master of the government ; and he proceeded without further 
cereoKMiy to take from the oiBcersofUl Auzzed'scourtevery remaining 
vestige of authority. The circumstance being, however, communicated 
toNCtr-ud-dein at Damascus, that prince immediately dispatched to de- 
mand that the Kbotbah and coinage of Egypt, should be graced with 
the name and titles of Mustunzy of the house of Abbas, the reigning 
Khalif ofBaghdad. To this, aftersome demur, and the message had been 
again repeated by the Sultan of Damascus, Salah-ud-dein, by the ad- 
vice of his principal officers, at last consented ; and the name of Mus- 
tunzy was announced, in the usual forms, from the pulpits of the 
Egyptian capital, in the month of Mohurrim of the five hundred and 
sixty seventh of the llidjerah.* 

In the mean time, the unfortunate UI Auzzed lav stretched on the bad 
of sickness ; and in tlie course of the same w'eek, unconscious of the 
degradation, hastened to explore the regiejns of a better w’orld. And 
thus terminated the power of the Issmauilian, or Ektimite Khalifs, after 
it had subsisted for about two hundred and seventy one lunar years: 
the territory ofEgy|)l continuing from this time, fora period of some 
deration, under the authority of Salah-ud-dein, and his descendants. 

We cannot perhaps close this chapter to greater advantage, than by 
subjoining the author’s sketch of the history of Hussun Sabah, the first 
.Simikh-ul Jubbul, or old man of the mountain, and of his successors ; 
w hose dominion was long established in the fortresses of Rudbaur, 
and in the Kohestaun, or mountainous territory between Irak Ajem, 
and the province of Kliorassaun. 

On this subject the writer commences his narrative by informing us, 
that Khaujah Nizani-ul-inulk of Tusse, at a subsequent period the 
distinguished minister of Alep Arslan, has stated in his VV'^essasai, or 
book of precepts, that he, and llukkeim Omar Kheyaum, and the 
profligate Ben Sabah, pursued their studies at the same time, under 
Imaum Moufiek the Neyshapurite ; and that on breaking up from 
tlic seminary, where they received their instructions, it was their prac- 
tice to retire together to a private spot ; in order to rehearse, and digest 


4. H. M4-ar. 
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* Sciileiubcr A. D. 1171, 
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the lessons which had been last communicated to them. Omar Khe* 
yaum was a Neyshapurian by birth. The father of Hussun Sabah, 
Ally by name, a man of principles notoriously flagitious, professed 
himself to be an Arab by extraction, of the race of Sabah the Homeirite, 
or Homyarite ; although the jffcople of Khorassaun, and the inhabitants 
of Tbsse more particularly, represented this as a gross fabrication ; 
maintaining, on the contrary, that his ancestors were nothing more 
than ordinary, or obscure peasants in the neighborhood of that city. 

Be this however as it may, Hussun Sabah took the opportunity of 
remarking to his fellow students, one day, that it was the prevailing 
opinion, that certain favorite individuals among the pupils of Imaum 
Mouflek, were destined to arrive at the noblest gradations of human 
prosperity. Of one thing at least he expressed thcinost perfect convic. 
tion — that if this distinguished lot was reserved for any, it was for ei- 
ther of them three. He then demanded ivhat engagements they stoo«l 
disposed to enter into, with such a propcct before them ? His associates 
both replied that they were willing to accedetoany terms, that be might 
think it convenient tosuggest. Onwhich Hussun distinctly proposed, 
on the same grounds as if they were proceeding on some commercial 
speculation, that so far from applying theadvantagesof hisgood fortune, 
to his own personal enjoyment, the successful individual should be en- 
gaged to share them, with scrupulous impartiality, with his two less 
fortunate associates. And to tliis eflect a reciprocal agreement was 
accordingly drawn up between them, and executed on the spot. 

In the reign of Alep Arslan of the race of Scljiik, the sameNizam- 
ul-miilk, as will be seen in its proper place, was advanced to the dig- 
nity ofthe V’^izzaurut; and his friend HukkeimOmar,rcpairingtocourt, 
experienced from his old acquaintance all that could be expected 
from a conscientious regard to the stipulations between them ; the for- 
tunate Vezzeir telling him, thatin conformity to their engagement, he 
had not failed to considertlieappointmenttowhich he had succeeded, as 
an advantage in which they were reciprocally entitled to share ; but, in 
order that he might have an opportunity of bringing his merits under 
the observation of his-sovereign, that it behoved him, in some shgpe 
orother, to enrol himself in the service of the state : and nothing should 
be wanting on his part, at a proper interval, to secure his advaucemeat 
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to some distinguished post of confidence and respectability. With 
abundant benedictions on his head, and every expression of applause 
for his faithful and honorable adherence to his engagements, Hukkeim 
Omar declined all participation in the splendid destiny of his power- 
ful friend ; professing, that the summit oflKisambition wastobeallowed, 
in someretircd spot, to prosecute hisphilosophical studies underthe in- 
fluence of his protection. As there was some reason to believe that 
these professions were sincere, the benevolent and distinguished minis- 
ter acquiesced in his resolution ; and assigning for his subsitstance 
an annual pension on the revenues of Neyshapur, of twelve hundred 
meskals* of gold, dismissed him highly gratified with his lot. 

Ilussiin Sabah did not, on the other hand, present himself to claim 
the recollection of his early friend, until the succeeding reign of Melek 
Shah; when he cxpciienced from Nizam-ul-inulk a reception not less 
cordial, than the other associates of his studies ; being distinguished 
by that minister with every proof of confidence and liberality, that he 
thought suital)Ie to his merit, or to the claims of their long established 
friendship. The man was, however, not of a disposition to be easily 
satisfied, lie embraced an opportunity of intimating to his friend, one 
day, that although he must acknowledge the extreme liberality with 
which he had treated him, yet that this was not exactly commensurate 
with the tenor of their engagements. Nizain-ul-Miilk readily as- 
sented to the justice of the remark ; freely adding, that he was not 
only entitled reciprocally to share in the dignity and lustre of office, 
but in the clain)S of inheritance, and every other advantage however 
derived. The minister proceeded accordingly to introduce him to the 
presence of his sovereign, and contrived moreover to give so flattering 
a descriptionof histalents and abilities, that he wasspeedily admitted to 
.a considerable share of the royal confidence. But, the unprincipled 
profligate no sooner found access to the conversation of the monarchy 
than he perverted the advantage to the basest purposes of ingratitude. 
For coming to the knowledge of some trifling default, or inaccuracy^ 
in the accounts of the exchequer, of which his friend was at the head, 

' A mc,skal, or mpthknl, was botli llte tiffnie of a cold coin ; and of tlie weight of a dram 

la half. The shekel of the Jews might be the origin. 
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be contrived by insulioiisandartfulstaterownts that it should be reported 
to Welek Shah; and that he should himself be examined on the subject 
of the accusation. During this, by a representation full of perver- 
sion of facts, and ambiguities skilfully disguised, he succeeded in 
producing a degree of conviction of the guiltof his minister, in the mind 
of that prince : although far greater dcAciencies were to be found in 
the accounts of former ministers, in a tenth part of tlie period for which 
Kizam-ul-mulk now demanded a scrutiny. Providence interposed, 
however, to frustrate his base designs ; for although he succeeded in 
bringing the charge under investigation, the extreme malignity of his 
motives, and his violation of the most sacred i-ngagemonts were so obvi- 
ous, that at the moment he was called ii]>on to speeiiy the fallacious 
circumstances in his Irieinl’s accounts, he was so ovcrwln lincd with 
contcnij)t and shame, that he found it iinpossilde to remain any longer 
in the court of Melek Shah. 

Such at any rate is the statement furnished on the relation of Xizain. 
ul-mu!k himself: the autlior proceeds further to describe, tliat about 
the period at wbieli he w as thus compelled to withdraw from the court 
of Melek Shah, under ciremustances so dislionoralde, and which till 
out, it would appear, in the four hundred and sixty fourth of the 1 lid- 
jerah, liussuu Sabah, or Sabaukli, as it is sometimes perhaps erron- 
eously written, repaired to the city of Key : where lalliii’j; in with .Vbdul- 
nielt-k the son of Attausli, who was euiplovt'd in diss<>niinatiiig the 
doctrines of the Issmauilians, he ajmstatised from the sect of orthodox 
Imaumitos, to embrace the system of those odious schismatics. From 
Rcy he w'ent to Isfahauu, and there, still |)ursucd by bis apprehensions 
of the resentment of M»' lek Shah and his Vezzeir, he concealed him.sclf 
for some time, under the protection of a certain Reiss Abul Fazzel ; 
possibly one of the principal magistrates. II ere, in the course of con- 
versation he could not forbear observing, that with two associates, of 
minds congenial with his own, and on whose fidelity he could rely, 
he conceived it would be no diihcult matter to subv’ert the power of 
that Turk, alluding to Melek Shah, a/ic/ his low horn minister. The 
Reiss, who entertained, it seems, no contemptible notions of his own 
sagacity, ascribed these expressions to approaching insanity in the mind 
ot his guest ; and took care, under that impression, to introduce at his 
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meals, that species of diet which was supposed to have the efihet of A. H. 464-a9i 
composing, or fortifying the brain. Hussun by the strength of his un- A. D. i07i-9 0. 
derstanding soon penetrated the thoughts of his protector, and quitting 
his roof, immediately sought anotlier asylum. At a subsequent period 
when he had made himself master of the fortress of Almowut, Abul 
Fazzel paid a visit to his old acquaintance, by whom he was accosted 
in tliese terms. “ With the proof before thine eyes how soon, after se- 
“ curing associates worthy of my confirlence, I have succeeded in my 
“ object, art thou now convinced whether my brain, or thine own, was 
“ in a state of derangement r” 

In the mean time, TlussunSabah, about the four hundred and seventy 
first of the llidjerah,* proceeded to try his fortune among his fellow 
schismatics in Egypt; where he experienced from Mustaiiser, the Fa- 
timite Khalif, a very hospitable and lilreral reception. Whenhehadt 
however, resided in that country about a year and a half, a serious 
niisunderstanding arose between him and the Ameir-ul-Je\ ush,or licu- 
t- ntmt general of the forces, originating in the following circumstance. 

Mustanser, as we have recently had occcasion to remark, had thought 
fit toexelude his eldest son Nezzaurfrom hisclaimto the succession, 
a. d tt) transfer it to the younger brother, Ahmed; and the lieutenant 
general had, on this point, concurred with the views of his sovereign. 

Ibit adhering to the fnnd.imcntal principle of the sect, which invaria- 
bly asserts the jiredominant right of primogeniture, IJnssun Saliali 
proceedetl to agitate the ])eoi)le in favor of the Imaumut of Nezzaur; 
and persisting in his designs, in defiance of the Amcir-ul-Jeyush, W'ho 
now governed all things at discretion, that minister caused it to be an- 
noiinci'd to him, that Ids residi nee in F.gyiit would for the future be 
entirelv dispensed with; or might perhaps, be found extremely incon- 
venient to him. 

This intimation it was not difficult to comprehend ; and he accord- 
inc;lv haste ned into Syria, and from thence, leading a precarious and 
wandering life, ultimately into Persian Irak. He continued, however, 
with unremitting activity to disseminate the doctrines of the Tssmauili- 
ans,dispersing bisotnissariesamong the castlesof Iludbaur, and through 
the territory of the Kohestaun. 13ut his exertions appear to have been 
uioce particularly directed to gain over to his principles the garrison of 

* A. 1>. 1078. 
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the impregnable fortress of Almowut, situated in the mountainous tract 
between Kazvein and the Caspian. His doctrines spread with consider- 
able rapidity, beingembraced hy^reat numbers ofthe people ; and when 
the period approached, at which he conceived that he might venture 
to unmask his ambitious designs, we are told that he took up his resi- 
dence in a town which lay within a convenient distance of the fortress 
on which he appears to have early fixed his attention. Here he al’- 
fected to devote himself, for some time, to a life of abstinence and reli- 
ligious seclusion; until indeed he saw that the greater part ofthe inha- 
bitants of Almowut had been brought to include themselves among 
theproselytesofissmauilism ; and they were prevailed upon,onenight,in 
the four hundred and eight}' third of the Hidjerah, to introduce him 
privately into their inaccessible abode. 

The government of Almowut was, at this period, held under the 
authority of MCdek Slnih, by a certain Siddy Meliedy ; but the influence 
of this officer falling into total neglect, on the introduction of Ifussun 
Sabah, the latter proposed one day to give him three thousand dinaurs* 
for as much ground within the fortress, as he could cncgipipass with a bul- 
lock's hide. Mehedy acceded without difficulty to the proposal ; and 
the artful adventurer cutting his ox-hide into narrow slips, included 
within them the entire circumference ofthe works; and giving to the 
dupe ofhis artifices adraft for the money, on Reiss Muzurter,oneofhis 
disciples who was governor of Guirdkoh and Damaghaun, and who 
discharged it w'ithout demur, he dismissed him from the fort without 
further ceremony. 

The impregnable fortress, of which he thus obtained possession, is 
stated to have borne, at some remote period, the name of .4 /a/« 
signitying,in the language ofthe country,“lheeaglesncst ;”tlie lettersof 
which, in their numerical application, will be found to furnish the 
precise date at which Hussun Sabah became master of the place. 
Thus, Alef-1. Laum-30. llai-.'i. Alef-I. Meim-4(). Wau-d. Tai.400. 
making, when added together, the sum total of 483. f 

• l37.-il. 08. od. 

t From liis subsequent abode in this inaccessible retreat, he probably acquired the ap. 
{tellatiuo of Shaiih-ul-J ubbul~ur old man oj the mountain. 
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Having in this manner provided a secure retreat against the con tin-, 
gencies of fortune, Hussun Sabah, either by force or favor, succeeded 
soon afterwards in extending his autjiority over the whole territory of 
lludbaur ; an event which encouraged him to dispatch Husseyne 
Kaubtyor Kayny, one of his principal adherents, toeffecttlieconver- 
sionof thenativesofthcKohestaun,whowere in alittle time also brought 
to submit to the power of the adventurer. In the mean time one of 
the generals of M^iJek Shah, to wdiom the territory of lludbaur bad 
been assigned in feoff, felt himself called upon to make some degree of 
exertion for the recoveryof Almowut; and having repeatedly laid waste 
the circtimjaccnt country, he succeeded at last in reducing the garrison 
and inhabitants to the verge of despair. But Hussun continued to sup- 
port the re.solutiou ofhis disciples, by assurancesofaid from their Imaum ; 
alluding to Mustanser, the Issmauilian Khalif of Egypt. 

A*ery o))i)ortunely forthc views of Hussun Sabah, the person from whom 
he had suffered such serious annoyance, happened to die at this crisis, 
and to relieve him for some time from his embarrassments. But, in 
the beginning of four hundred and eighty-five,* he was again consi- 
derably straitened by the exertions of Aineir Arslantaush llaujeb ; 
ai.other of the generals of Mclek Shah, who was directed by his sover- 
eigi'. to resume the blockade of Almowut. Under these circumstan- 
ces, being Joined by a considerable reinforcement dispatched to his 
assistance by Hehdaur Abu Ally, one ofhis proselytes at Kazvein, 
Hussun boldly sallied out in the night, and surprising the camp ofhis 
iH'siegers, compelled them to a precipitate flight; the fugitives com- 
rmnieating no slight s\ mptoins of disorder and dismay to the army of 
MOlek Shah, to which they fled for prot«‘Ctiou. The views of that 
prince seemed, however, more particularly directed to the reduction of 
the Kohestauiijwlu're Husseyne Kayny had been singularly successful 
in disseminating the principles of fanaticism .and revolt; and a consider- 
able force had been accordingly sent to that quarter, under an able chief 
ofthenanieof Kuzzul Saurek.'j' On the approach of the troops ofMelck 

• March, A.D. 1U82. 

+ There is a singular coincidence between these ap|>e'lation.s, and lho.se bestowed upon 
the chiefs of the American aboriiiines. Arslaiitausli sigiiilics perhaps, “ the rock lion;” 
and Kuzzul Suurek, possibly, the “ red robber," 
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A. H. 485. Shall, IIuRseyne Kayny with his followers, shut himself up in the 
A. D. lost, fortress, or castle of Moumcnabad, which was imuiediatelyinvested by 
Kholaussut- Kuzzul Saurek. Just howevecias the place was on the point of reduc- 
“ ■ tion, the report arrived that Nizam-uUm^lk, the Vezzeir, had been as- 
sassinated by one of the fanatic disciples of Hussun Sebah ; and the 
death of M61ek Shah, which followed soon after that event, produced 
an immediate dispersion of the army employed before Mounienabad. 
The affairs of the schismatics now advanced with uncontrouled rapi- 
dity ; and the unprincipled zealots of the sect dispersing themselves 
through the east, were enabled to plant their daggers in the bosoms of 
many of the noblest and wisest individuals, who had ventured to op- 
pose the progress of their detestable doctrines. The siiece.ss of the 
Issmauilians was further promoted l>y the contest wliich ensued be- 
tween the Sultans Burg'uiauruk, or Burguiaurug, and Mahommed the 
sons ofM^lek Shah ; duringwhich the disciplesof Hussun Sabah wore 
permitted to reduce the fortresses of Ciuirdkoh, and Laumseir. 

Sultan Mahommed becoming, however, on the death of Burguiauruk, 
sole master of his father’s dominions, Ahmed theson of Nizam-id-mulk 
was employed for some time to besiege Almowut : and early in the five 
hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, a great force under Ataubok 
Koushtekein Sheirgueir encamped in the n(‘igh!)orhood of that fortress^ 
Tor near twelvemonths, that cliicfcontinued to maintain with the troops 
of Hussun Sabah, a course of unremitting and ob-stinate liostiiities ; but 
as success was beginning to daw n upon the crisignsol the besiegers, the 
deathofSultan Mahommed was announced in the army of the AtauU k, 
and occasioned as formerly their immediate flight, or dispersion. 

Under Sultan Sunjur, who nest succeeded to the throne of the race 
of Scl.juk repeated cx|)editions continued to be set on foot against the 
Issmauilian chief, with similarsucccss; hostilities being thus occaiioii- 
ally suspended, and resumed, between the advocates oftlie orthodox 
belief, and these stigmafized and odious zealots,fbr a jx'riod of consider- 
able duration. At length Hus'.iin Sabah had reconrs(' to tbefbllowiiig 
device, in fwderto terrify his adversaries into forbearance. He seduced 
one of the domestics of Sultan Sunjur to lodge a knilc, or dagger, in the 
floor one night, close to the Srdtan’s bed. In the morning, when he 
awoke, the monarch beheld the murderous weapon with equal surprize 
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and diismay, but forbore to communicate tlie circumstance to any body 
■whatever. A few day's afterwards, an agent from Hussun Sabah ar- 
rived at court with the following verbal message from his master. “ If 
“ his designs towards Sultan Sunjur had not been friendly, the knife 
“ which had been seen planted in the floor, might with equal facility 
“ have been sheathed in his bosom”. The mindof Sultan Sunjur was 
so powerfully wrought upon by the message, and the circumstance by 
■which it had been preceded, that he immediately determined to con- 
clude a treaty with the Schismatics, on their engaging not to construct 
any new fortresses, in addition to those alrcady'in their possession ; not 
to make any further purchases of arms, or equipments for war; and that 
they would, for the future, desist from making proselytes to their fana- 
tical doc'trines. Jlence, the power of flussun Sabah might with reason 
be affirmed to derive its most imjmrtant source of augmentation. 

While these events were passing, llusseyne Ivaynv, one ofthe ablest 
and most active promoters ofthe schism, was privately assassinated ; 
and as the act was by many persons laid to the charge of I'staud Hussey ne, 
one ofthe sons of llussun Sabah, he was condemned by the impartuil 
justice ofhis father to atone with his life for the murder; while another 
son falling under an accusation of drunkenness, for a crime so compara- 
tively trivial, was condemned to suffer a similar extremity of punish- 
ment : by these examples of severity towards his own Idood, it being, 
as it isullcged, the object of llussun to attest to the world, that his views 
in dissemin-atiiig the doctrines of Issmaiiilism, were not influenced by 
any desire to create a splendid establishment for his posterity, but to 
secure an imperishable reward in a future and better world. 

in the latter llebbeia of the year five hundred and eighteen, this 
artful schismatic was seized by his mortal illness ; during which he ap- 
pointed one of his disciples, of the name ofGuia Buzurg Omeyd, to be 
the successor to his power, with thcDehdaur Abu Ally, formerly men- 
tioned, as his minister of state ; expressly charging them, at the same 
time, in matters of particular moment, in no shape to deviate from the 
counsels of llussnn Kessrauny, another zealous votary of the sect: 
and on the twenty-sixth of the same month,* he hastened to take pos- 
session ofthe abode, which w'as doubtless prepared for his reception in 
the other world. On authority, said to be entitled to the utmost con* 
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*Teulhof JuoQf A. D. 1124. 



830 

A. H. 5in-57. fldence,itislastlyalleged,thatduringaperio(loffiveandthirtyyear9,iii 
A. D. 1124 - 02 . he resided in the fortress of Almowut, Hussun Sabah never once 

appeared without the walls of his impregnable retreat, nor even on the 
terrace oi his ow’n dwelling, on more than two particular occasions ; his 
time being entirely devoted to the arrangements of his government, and 
to record the precepts, wdiich he conceived calculated to promote the 
adoption of that code of faith, which he had undertaken to e.stablisli. 

Guia Buzcrg Omeyd, second chief of the Issinauilians of Al- 
mowut. 

On succeeding to theauthority of Hussun Sabah, thisperson is stated 
to have persevered in all respect«, in promoting the odious system esta- 
blished by his predecessor ; while he speciously professed to lie noother- 
Bi'zrRG Omeyd wise employed, than to advance the interests of the true faith. He was 
11<1 chief of Aliuo- repeatedly engaged in hostilities with theprincesof theraceofSeIjuk,iii 
which for the most part, his arras were triumphant. The sanguinary 
zealots trai ned u p i n the pri nc i pies of the sect, now carried their system of 
assassination to an extent that became truly alarming ; many of the most 
dignified and elevated individuals perishing under the knife of these 
detestable fanatics, and among others was thcKhalif Mustershid of the 
house of Abbas, as formerly noticed. After all this, and having sus- 
tained his power for a period of fourteen years two months and twi-nty 
days, Guia Buzurg Omeyd was sufiered to expire, by a tranquil death, 
on the twenty-sixth of the latter Jummaudy, of the five hundred and 
thirty-second of the Ilidjerah.* 

Mahommed, the son of Guia BuzArg Omeyd, third chief of the 
Issmauilians of Almowut, succeeded, in conformity to the will of 
his father, to the government of these odious fanatics ; and like hi.s 
■Mahommfi)II1>J father, by his words and actions evinced the most determined zeal for 
©f the cliiefaolAl- principles of the sect. Many distinguished persons also perished 
"*^"**' under the dagger of the assasin, during the period of his power, in 

eluding among others thcKh&lifUl rashid B’lllahofthe house of Ab- 
bas. Notwithstanding these multiplied enormities he continued to reign 
for a period of four and twenty years, eight months, slid eight days, 
and terminated his life in peace, on the third of the former Rebbeia 
©f the five hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerah-t 

* Nintli of March, A. D. ll38, t Niueteentfa of February, A. D. 



Hussun the son of Mahommed, entitled Alla-zekre-hA-us-salaum, 
(on whose memory be peace) fourth of the chiefs of Almowut. 

This person professing to be a descendant of Mdstanser the Fatimite, 
openly laid claim to the honors of the Imaumut ; but as the arguments 
of the fanatics in support of such descent, appeared equally remote 
from every sentiment of reason and common sense, the author has 
avowedly withheld his pen from enlargingon the subject. 

Be that however as it may, he had no sooner acceded to sovereign 
power, than his utmost zeal and exertion appear to have been directed 
to suVwert the whole system of Isslamism, as established by its cele- 
brated founder. Acts the most obviously repugnant to the precepts 
of the sacred code, if not openly encouraged, were suffered to pass 
with impunity, and without interdiction ; and while the most daring 
proofs of impiety and infidelity continued to he sanctioned with daily 
increasing contumaciousness by his own example, he proceeded at last, 
in the five hundred and fifty ninth of the Hidjerah, to convoke at Almo- 
wut ancsseml'lyofthe principal inhabitantsof Iludbaur; forthe purpose 
of makin 2 :a pul)lic avowal of his apostacy, and of his subsitution of his 
own impious opinions, for the sacred precepts ofthe Koran. Having, with 
this design, caused a m umber, or tribunal, to be erected in his capital, 
with its fore-part towards the Keblah, or sanctuary at Mekkah, and 
four large standards, each of a different colour, to be planted at the four 
corners res|.u;ctively, he on llie seventeenth* ofthe month ofRamzaun, 
ascended this tribunal ;andfromthenceaddrcssedhisfollower8 ina strain 
of incoherent absurdity, which our author further disdains to repeat. 
After this, mixing with the assembly he invited them without further 
scruple to violate their fast ; and proceeded to set them the example, 
by a liberal indulgence in the article of wdne, and by other flagrant 
violations of the most sacred ordinances of the law of Mahommed. 
lie impiously concluded by announcing to his people, that the seven- 
teenth of llamzaun was to be observed as a perpetual festival, by 
the name ofthe Eid-e-Keyaum, or feast of the resurrection, or perhaps 
of emancipation ; and hence the issmauilians have been ever since 
branded with the appellation of .Mullauhedah — infidels and atheists. 

* Seveutb of .August, A. D. 1164. 
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In fine when the crimes and licentious enormities- of this same Alii 
zekre-hu-ussalaum, had transcended all ordinary' bounds of moderation, 
Hussun the son of Naumw'ur, an orthodox Mussulman, although the 
brother of one of his vvi^'es, determined on his destruction ; and in the 
five hundred and sixty first* of the Hidjerah, while on a visit to the 
fortress of Laumseir, embraced an opportunity of terminating with his 
knife, the odious existence of this flagitious miscreant, after a reign of 
four years. 

Mahommed the son of Alla-zekre>hh-ussaiaum, fifth of the chiefs 
of Almowut, immediately succeeded to his father ; whose death at a 
proper opportunity, he did not fail to avenge on Hussun the son of 
Naumwur. Initis zeal for the propagation of error and infidelity, and in 
his perseverance in asserting his claims to the Khelaufutand linaiimut, 
or temporal and spiritual supremacy, he even surp-assed his predeces- 
sors ; and during the protracted period of six’ and forty years, in which 
he continued to direct their destiny, the enthusiasts devoted to his 
will, shed the blood of many a distinguished believer, and carried con- 
fusion and alarm to some of the remotest corners of the earth. He was, 
bow’ever, at last taken to the abode of eternal punishment, in the s’.x 
hundred and seventh of the Hidjerab.'j’ 

JcLLAUL-UD-DEiM HussiTN the son of Mahommed, sixth of the 
chiefs of Almowut. 

Invested with the sovereign authority on the demise of his father, 
this prince, in spite of the pernicious example of his predecessors, ap- 
plied himself, with unremitting ardor and activity, to restore and re-es- 
tablish in his dominions the long proscribed system of Isslum, and to 
evince his abhorrence of the profligate principles of atheism and false 
belief. With these views, his followers were prohibited, under the 
severest penalties, against the commission of any act offensive to the 
laws of the Kor^n ;_he re-instated through his whole territory the call 
to prayerby Mfiezzins.the prescribed courseofsupplication on ordinary 
days, and the more solemn celebration of divine worship by the assem- 
bled community, on fridaysf and lastly, in every town throughout 
RAdbaur, he laid the foundation of a bath for ablution, and of a mosque 
for the adoration ot the supreme being. 

*A. O.llW. tA.D. 1210. 
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Having furnished these prelinoioary proofs of sincere conversion to 
the principles of Mahommedism^ he dispatched his agents to the 
courtofthe KhalifUINausser, toSAltan MabommedkingofKhaurezm, 
andtootherpripcesofIssl^km,in order toattestthepurityofhisbelief; and 
these sovereigns with their ministers, persuaded of the truth ofhis pro- 
fessions, hastened to throw open to him the usual channelsofintercourse, 
which had possibly been long closed against the schismatics. The 
oracles of the law, and the ministers of religion, proceeded also to issue 
their Fetvaes, or precepts, to verify the orthodoxy of his principles ; 
conferring upon him, at the same time, the title of Jullaul-ud-devi 
Hussun^Non-M&ssulman — Hussun, theg1oryofthefaith,thenew(born) 
believer. Thus stimulated in his zeal, Jullaul-ud-dein, in the pre- 
sence of the most distinguished lawyers and theologians, and other 
leading citizens of Kazvein, proceeded to burn the whole of the ma- 
nuscripts of Hussun Sabah, either relating to, or explaining the doc- 
trines of the Issmauilians. In addition to these multiplied testimo- 
nies of his unfeigned attachment to the laws of the Koran, his 
mother becoming desirous of visiting the sanctuary of Mekkah, he, 
after the example of other monarchs of Isslam, caused her to be accom- 
pan:ed by a standard, of beautiful workmanship and costly materials, 
to be deposited in the temple of the Kaaubah ; to which, during 
her journey, a precedence was expressly assigned by the Khalif Ul 
Nausser, before those of all the other princes, transmitted for a similar 
purpose. This latter circumstance is at the same time, stated to have 
given to Sultan Mahommed the lvhaurezmian,such mortal offence, that 
it is supposed to have been one of theprincipal causesofthat irreconcile- 
able animosity, which soon afterwards broke out between him and that 
Khalif. 

Jullaul-ud-dein Hussun had reigned with considerable reputation, 
for eleven years and a half, when he was attacked and carried to his 
grave, by a dysentery ; during the sacred month of ftamzaun* of the 
six hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah. 

Ala-ud-oein Mauommeo the son of Hussun, seventh of the 
chi els of Almowut, 
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A. H. On his elevation to the authority of his predecessors, this prince had 

A. D. 1221-55. only attained to the ninth year of his age ; and he appears to have de- 
ul^^^ur dawn of youth, to the execution of great numbers of his peo- 

ple, whom he caused to be put to death, on a suspicion of having ad- 
ministered poison to his father. Instead however of emulating the 
example set before him, in the conduct of the deceased monarch, this 
ill-fated youth relapsed into’ the absurd and profligate system of his 
forefathers : the schismatics revived their impious and iniquitous prac- 
tices ; the law of glory, the institutes of the Kor^n so designated by 
hlahommedans, was once more abolished in Rudbaur ; and the nox- 
ious speculations of infidelity and atheism, were suffered to resume 
their sway. 

AI&-ud-dein had, at all events, assumed into his own hands, and 
exercised the functions of government for along series of years, when 
he took it into his head, without surgical assistance, to open a vein in 
bis arm ; which he suffered to bleed with so inu<'h greater profusion 
than was consistent with either prudence or necessity, that his brain 
vluir o became seriously affected. Hence, when any person ventured to speak 
chiefs of Almo- to him regarding the affairs of his government, in a manner that did not 
"ut. exactly correspond with his own distorted views, he immediately piit 

him to death : from which it nect-ssarily resulted, that the true state 
of his country was at length entirely withheld from his knowledge. 
And serious disputesarising moreover, towanis the close of his reign, 
b< tweeri him and his son Rokken-ud-dein, the latti-r, fearful of an at- 
temptagainst his own, had recourse to the treachery ofa certain iiussun 
Mazaiiderauny, to take away the life of his father. 

We are further informed that, in the Rouziit-us-suifa, the matter is 
more circumstantially related in the following terms. For this same 
Iiussun Mazanderaunv, a Mahommedan by religion, though far ad- 
vanced in years, AUa-ud-dein had, it seems, formed a sp,*cies of at- 
tachment, of which our author alleges he should he asliamed that Ms 
pen should furnish the description ; so that when it was ultimately 
determined on, theinan, at the instance of Rokken-ud-dein might, with 
less scruple, hav.' undertaken the destruction of the ra()ricious prolli- 
gate. At any rate, one e vt-ning while his dbject, after drinking rather 
, lay asicep in ashed oi mats aini rafters adjoining to a shecp-cot^ 
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he embraced his opportunity, and possibly through the slight enclo* A.H. e53-&4. 
sure, dischai^ed an arrow, which lodged in the throat of the unhappy A.P. lass a e; 


chief, and killed him on the spot. 

This circumstance is stated to have occurred, in the month of Sha- 


Kliolausbut- 

ul*akhbaur« 


vaul, of the six hundred and fifty third of the Hidjerah,* when Allk- 
ud-dt in had held the government of Almowut, for a period of five and 
thirty years. 

Rokken-ud-deix Huh, or Khvr SuAHthesonof AM-ud-dein, 
eighth aj)d last of the Issmauilian chiefs of Almowut. 

Having succeeded to authority on the murder of his father, Rok- 
ken-ud*dein, in order to avert from himself the suspicion of having Rokken-ud- 
been an accomplice in the foul parricide, took care, at an early period, ''***'** 

. 1- . I . • .... aiidJastofthe 

to dispatch the instrument of his guilt to the silent chambers of the of Aim- 

grave. His career was, however, destined to experience but a short owut. 

duration. 


It has been stated on a former occasion, that in the early part of 
the six hundred and fifty-fourth of the Hidjerah,* Hulaukfi Khaun 
bad crossed the .leyhfiii. On int**Uigence of this event, Khur Shah 
Was persuaded liy the atlvice of YessurNfiyan the Moghfil governor 
of llamadaun, to send his brother Shiihinshah to the presence of that 
poA.erfiil monarch. f)n his arrival in the camp of the Kvle, or Aeil 
Khaun, the title usually conferred by historians on tlie stern lliil u- 
ku, Sh-ahin-shah was directed by that prince to announce to his bro- 
ther, that he had struck the pen of oblivion throuffh tlie r4>gister of bis 
father’s crimes, and those of his misvfuided adherents; but it was 
cxjiccted that, he should immediately demolish his castle, and hasten 
to make his appearance in person, in the pivsence. of him, who had 
manifested so conspi<-uous a proof of his clemency and tbrbearance. 
With this injunction, so lar as to level partof the par pets, or battle- 
ments of !MeMuundezh, nhere he then resided, Khur Shah evinced 
a disposition to comply ; but he was too powerfully restr-iined by his 
apprehensions, from committing his person to the camp of the invader. 
Ill consequence of this, lliilauku, on the seventeenth of Shav.iul of 
the year just nientioned,t encamped before Meymundezh ; of which 
he immediately commenced the siege. On tlie twenty firth of the 


' November, A, D. lifao. i'l'ae apniij} of A, U. liiaU. 
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8am« month, he made « general attack upon the place, which appear^ 
to have been successfully resisted by the garrison : but the wretched 
Issmauilian was so completely vanquished by his fears, that he sent 
out his son end brother, the following day, in the most abject terms 
to supplicate for mercy. On the twenty-ninth, he descended in per- 
son, from his otherwise impregnable retreat, and by an immense offer- 
ing, in specie and valuables, endeavored to disarm, or soften the 
resentment of the Eylekhaun. That inflexible conqueror committed 
him,however,to the custody of those whose vigilance he was not likely 
to deceive ; while numerous detachments of the army were employed 
to reduce and dismantle the remaining fortresses of the country. In the 
space of a short time, upwards of forty places, of various strength and 
importance, were accordingly compe,lled to submit to the discretion of 
the Tartar tribes, and immediately levelled with theground. The gar- 
risons of Almovvut, Laumsciror Laumsher, and Guirdkoh, continued 
however, to resist the authority of Hulauku for some time longer 1 
but the two formerplaces ultimately submitting, were, like the preced- 
ing captures laid in ruins, leaving the fortress ofGuirdkbh to contend 
alone, againstthe fearful power of the conqueror. On the testimony of 
the Tarikh guzeidah, the author here states that the castle of Almowut 
was erected by Hussun the son of Zaid, or Zeid, the Fatimite prince 
of Tebrestaun, in the time of the Kh£dif MCltewukkel, (I>etween the 
9J3d and the Sf7th of the llidjerali ;) it is, however, said to have stood 
fora period of four hundred and two years, which would place its 
construction some what later; namely in the 93Sd of the Hidjerah, and 
in the Khelaufut of U1 Mustayne. 

It will he found further related in the Rouzut-us-sufia, that when 
Khilr Shah had continued to attend the presence of Hhlauktl for some 
days, he ventured to request that he might be conveyed to the court 
of Mangh Kaaun ; the third successor of Tchengueiz, and paramount 
sovereign of the Tartar rate. Apparently under some degree of sur- 
prise at such an arrogant, or absurd request, Hhlaukfl determined not- 
withstanding to comply with it; and having appointed aguardofMogh- 
flls to attend him on his journey, he dispatched him without delay 
for Turkestaun. The Issmauilian was scarcely across the Amflyah, 
* Eighteenth of November, A. 0. 18^ 
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©tlowerOxus, before heinvolvedhimselfinasquabble with his guards, A. H. 654. 
the soldiers of Hullauku, not improbably with the design of accom- A. D. 1-256, 
plishing his escape: he was, however, at length conveyedin safetytothe 
city of K&rakiim. But, instead of being permitted to proceed to the 
presence ofthegreatKaaun, thewillof that monarch wasthereannounc* 
ed to him through an agent, in the following terms ; that having refused 
to deliver up the fortress of Guirdkoh to the troops of his brother, 
Notwithstanding his affected professions of allegiance, it behoved him 
to return without delay to his own country ; and that when he had 
atoned for his error, by laying his castle in ruins, he might then be 
permitted to approach the foot of the throne. The unhappy schisma- 
tic was accordingly conducted back again to the banks of theOxus; in 
the waters of which he was now destined to terminate liis life and mis- 
misfortunes, by the hands of his guards. 

In the mean time, on the departure of Khdr Shah for the interior of 
Tartary, Hulauku had proceeded toput todeath every individual whom 
he could discover, of the stock of Guia Bftzurg Ommeyd ; and by ex- 
tirpating every vestige of these impious schismatics, he thus finally 
relieved the hearts of all genuine Mosslems, and of many others but 
remotely connected w'ith them, from the apprehensions under which 
they had beenso long condemned to labour,of the knivesof these fanati- 
cal zealots; when, reckoning from the seizure of Alinowut by Hussun 
Sabah, in the four hundred and eighty thirdofthe Uidjerah, theirpower 
had been suffered to exist, for a period of one hundred and seventy one 
unar years. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

I N tracing the origin of the house of Seljuk, our author* on tlie 
1 ■ kl b- testimony ofthosc most experienced in discriminaling the truths of 

history, and ofthe traditions of remoter antiquity, proceeds to relate, that 
Vekauk, orDekauk, the immediate ancestor of thefainily, was an Ameir, 
or officer of some rank, jn the service of Yeghu, or Boghii, the monarch 
of the Turkish tribes of the Khozzer or KImzzez plains, or steppes, 
so often mentioned in the preceding pages, not less distinguished for 
his extraordinary understanding and singular valour, than for his mag-» 
nificent and splendid spirit ; whence he received from tlie general voice 
ofthe people among whom he lived, the appellation ofTemmir Ysiligh 
— solid in judgment. On the death of this respectable chief, his son 
Seljuk, then arrived at years of discretion, was taken into particular 
favor by the Tartar sovereign, who conferred upon him the title of Be- 
saushy, or leader of his armies; and who otherwise advanced him in 
rank and power to that degree, that on some occasion during a visit to 
the most sacred part of his master’s palace, he [)resuined to arrogate a 
superiority over the royal children, and the princesses of the ilaram. 
Such arrogance produced, accordingly, in one of thewivesof the Khau. 
gan, so much dissatisfaction, that the whole of her influence with her 
husband, was immediately exerted to destroy the credit of his favorite 
general. Seljuk, however, soon observing, that the monarch, by some 
means orother, had conceived aprejudiceto his disadvantage, embraced 
an early opportunity of withdrawing, with the whole of his family and 
followers, to the territory of Samarkand. 

On his arrival in the vicinity of Ji!knd, on the Seyhun or Jaxartes, 
his bosom becoming suddenly irradiated by the splendid truth of the 
unity of the divine being, he in a short time afterwards, together with 
all his family and dependants, embraced Issl^m ; and he employed him- 
self, with exemplary attention, to study the pages of the Kor^n, and the 
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ftistitutesofthat profession of faith Turhich.was propagated by the seal Kbolaussnt' 
of the prophecy. His followers continued at the same time to increase al-obbbaur. 
in numbers and reputation, until at length his residence became the asy~ 
lumofthe princes, andmostdistinguishedinhabitantsof the surrounding 
regions; so that having finally triumphed overthearmsofEylekKhaun« 
be proceeded to fix his abode in the neighborhood of Bokhara. 

With other blessings heaven had at different times made Seljuk the 
father of four sons ; Meykaeil, Issraeil, Mussa, and Yeghu. Of these 
the eldest, Mevk^eil, had in the flower of life perished by an arrow 
shot, leaving two infant chiJdrcn,ToghrelBegMahommed, andTchegh- 
er Beg Daoud ; and these two grandsons, on whose education hebes> 
lowed considerable attention, he declared to be his heirs. 

After the death of th<-ir grandfather, the two brothers exhibited such 
distinguished proofs of sagacity and intelligence, that they soon out- 
stripjHid all rivalry; and the wars which, with occasional intermissions 
of truce, they maintained with the princes of Transoxiana, extended 
the renown oftlieir magnificence, and martial prowess, to the remotest 
liii.its of the Iv.ist. Among other monarehs to whom the voice of fame 
h.iil eireul.ited the renown of the sons of Seljuk, was Shltan Mahmudof 
Cilie/.'M'in, wlio expressf'd his desire that one of the illustrious frater- 
nity unglit visit his cniirt; on which Issraeil the son of Seljuk, the 
uncle of the \onng prince, proceeded to the presence of Mahmud* 
f.oin whom he experienced a distinguished and honorable recep- 
tion. On this occasion, placing the illustrious stranger on the throne 
biside himself, Mahmud is said, in the course of conference, to have 
demanded, in the event that an emergency might arise in which he 
sliould rer|uire it, what number of cavalry they were able to send to 
l;is assistance ? Issraeil, who bad a couple of arrows in the quiv'cr 
suspended to his shoulder, laid one of them before the monarch, and 
told him that if he transmitted that arrow to the residence of his tribe, 

Ids orders would be attended by one hundred thousand horse. The 
Fiilian again demanded what, if more were required? “this” replied 
the son oi S<>ljuk, placing the second arrow in the hands of Mahmud, 

“ will bring fifty thousand more to thy support; ” and the Sultan de- 
iraiuling a third time what, if still more were necessary to assure his 
saiety, the Seljiikiaii laid the quiver before him, and assured him that 
■VOJL. II, 2 Y 



fRMifaassMt- tfhe sent that article of his ecpiipment into Tfirkestaun, little 1esst!ha4 
Ml-afchbaur. hundred thousand horse would speed to his assistance. Upon tins, 
becoming suddenly jealous of the multitudinous force of the Seljilk* 
ians, in the very midst of the festivities with which he had hitherto 
entertained him, he condemned his unoffending guest to imprisonment 
in the fortress of Kalinjaur; where he continued to the day of his death. 

The statement however, that Sftltan Mahmiid suffered the sace of 
SeljAk to cross the Jeyhfln, and assigned them a place of residence in 
Khorassaun, in order to obtain possession of their property, is deni(>d 
on the authority of the Rouzut-us-siiflk ; Ihe fact being, as formerly 
alleged, that the two warlike brothers did not pass the Oxus until the 
subsequent reign of Mftssaoud : when they chose for their abode the 
territory adjacent to the cities of Xissa and Abiwerd, dispatching to the 
same Muss&oud assurances of their allegiance, and entire submissiou 
to hisauthoritv. The intrusiveestublishinent ofthese formidablestran- 
gers in the provinceof Khorassaun, was however consonant neither with 
the policy norinclinationsof Sultan Milssaond ; and heaccordingly inti- 
mated in a letter which he dispatched in answer to these assurances, 
that it might perhaps better suit the circurnstances of the race of S.-l- 
juk, not to place themselves within tlierangeof his yien. In otherwords, 
that they would do well to remove from the territorii's subject to his 
authority. This reply determined the two chiefs to enter uyion imme- 
diate hostilities with Mussaoud ; and on the yiertoxt of providing the 
necessary resources they procccdf*d without further scruple to invade 
the property of the unjirotocted inhabitants. I'lie armies of Muss. 
Itoud w'ere repeatedly employed to oppose the adventurers, but were 
comyielled in almost every confli<*t, to yiekl to the superior yirowess of 
the two brothers. So that in a period comparatively short, the whole of 
Khorassaun being subjugated to his pow'er, 'roglin*! Beg. in the begin- 
ning of the month of Mohurrim of the 499th of the llidjerah,* and in 
, the ancient city of Noyshapiir, the then capital of the province, publicly 

assumed the sovereign dignity, introducing his own name and titles 
into tbe coinage and Khotbah of the country. 

Sfiltan Rokken-ud-dcin Togiirv.t. Beg Mahommed son of Mey- 
k&cil, 1st monarch of the Scljucides or race of Seljiik. 


• October A. D. 1037, 



Htiving tht}> encircled bis brow's with the tlani ef aot^reign {Hiwer, 
To^brel Beg applied himself with laudable assiduity to regulate the 
affairs of bis new government, llis brother, TchegherBegDaoud.was 
in the mean time detached to reduce Herat, which was consigned on 
Us subjugation by that prince, to the mane^ement of one of his uncles, 
while he proceeded in person to Mer6 ; where he also assumed the 
fimetions of royalty, and is said to have distinguished himself by 
abolishing the iniquitous usages of tyranny and injustice. Sultan 
Mussioud ofGheznein advancing, however, in the course of the same 
year towards Khorassaun with a very formidable army, the brothers 
united their troops to oppose him, and were again victorious. 

On the death of the same Sultan Mfissaoud, which took place as- 
formerly described, in the four hundred and thirty third ofthe Hidjerah, 
the city of Balk h, and the province of Jihaurezan were both united to 
the conquests of tlie grandsons of Seljuk ; after which Toghrel Beg, 
eondurtiiig his troops iutotiu! territory of. Iiirjaun and from thence to 
Re v, in less than a twelve mouth made himself master of tire whole of 
Persian Irak. 

In the four iuindrod and forty seventh*of the Hidjerah, we havealso 
alie idy seen that Toghrel Ib'g proceeded to Baghdad ; where he re* 
eeived from the Rhaleifuli U1 Kaeiin the title of Rokkeu-u<l-dei.n,ye- 
in<*in-c- A meir-ul-mowmenein — pillar of the trm faith, and right hwni 
of the commander of the faithful. His name was at the same time 
introduced into the Ivliothali in the very metropolis of Isslajja. 

In the course of four hundred and fifty, three, t altliough the circum- 
stance was formerly stated to have occurred ia the four hundred and 
fiitieth of the Hidjerah, Toghrel Beg was recalled from the ]}rosecutk)0 
of his conquests on the Euphrates, by the defection of his halfl>r.ot;hcr, 
Ihrauhim Niaul ; who had suddenly quitted western Irak, and marched 
to take possession of Hainadaun. The Scljukiau monarch pnoceeded 
without delay into Persian Irak ; and being joined, i« due time, by hi* 
nephew Alep Arslan, with a numerous and powerful.ar.my from Ivhor- 
assaun, he hastened to give battle to the insurgent; who was soon al^ 
ferward^ totally defeated, taken prisoner, aDdinwiwdialely putiiaduath. 


A. 0. 431^1^ 
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A. H. 453-S7. Toghrel Beg then dismissing his ivarlike nephew for Khorassatm^r^- 
A. D. ioci-<»5. turned straight to Baghdad ; where he succeeded in relieving the Kha* 

KJieim from the usurpation of Bessaussery, and in restoring 
him to his nominal power. 

In the four hundred and fifty fifth of the Ilidjerah, at the age of se- 
venty, Toghrel Beg determined to espouse the daughter of U1 Kdeim, 
but deferred the consummation of his union until his arrival at Rey^ 
for which city he accordingly 'took his departure. On reaching that 
place he was, however, attacked by a violent dysentery; of which, in the 
month of Ramzaun,* he expired after a glorious reign of six and twenty 
years. 

Sultan Ezzed-ud-dein Abfi Shnjia A lep Arsla x Ma ho.mmed, the 
son of Tchegher Beg, second monarch of the race of Seljijk. 

On the death of his uncle, thig prince repaired into J*crsian Irak, and 
immediately succeeded to the whole of his dominions, now extending 
from the river Jeyhun to the Tigris. 

At the commencement of his reign Alep Arslan was prevailed upon 
Alfp Arslan ' * 

Ildraonarcliofthe imprison the minister of his predecessor, Abu Nasser Kendi'rv ; 

laceof Seljuk. and ultimately to put him to death, at the instance of N izani-ul-nuMk 

Ilussun the son of Isshack, the Tussite, the celebrated \'ezzeir ol' the 

house of Seljuk ; to whom the office of first minister of state was now 

committed with an almost unlimited discretion. A discretion w hich 

he exercised with a prudence that has consecrated his memory to the 

veneration of succeeding ages. 

Among the most important ofthe events by which the reign of Alp 
Arslan was distinguished, must not be forgotten the invasion of his ter- 
ritories by the Greek enjperor of Constantinople, (Romaiius Diogenes 
the husband of Eudociat) with an army estimated at three hundred 
thousand horse, and an equipment formidable in proportion. This 
powerful armament, which had advanced into Armenia, the Seljfikian 
monarch, relying upon his favor who dispenses all good, is stated to 
have opposed, and defeated, with a force which did not exceed .twelve 
thousand men . Caesar, on hisdisconifiture, was pursued by Gouher y- 
eiOfOne of the geueralsof his triumphant adversary, and ultimately taken 

t Vide Gikbon’t Roman empire. Vol. Xtli, octavo editioa. 


* Sept. 10G3. 
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]|lriioner by e Maiimlflk, or military slave, by whom he w’as securely A. H. 45T. 
conducted to the camp of Alep Arslan. On this subject, it is described **^*^^* 

as a remarkable circumstance, that at a muster of his troops, taken by Khoimis^ut- 

, „ , r. , . . , . I 1 1 . ‘ ul-aklibaur. 

order of the Sultan previous to the battle, the person employed m re- 
gistering the names of the soldiers hesitated to take down that of the 
slave in question, on account of his very feeble and defective exterior ; 
until Saud-ud-dein one of the Sultan’s lieutenants called out to enrol 
him,, observing that poradventure the Roman emperor might be des- 
tined to become his captive ; little suspecting that the event which he 
thts unconsciously predicted, would actually come to pass. 

Be this however as it may, when he was conductedby Gouher Aycin 
to the presence of his conqueror, the captive monarch is said to have 
prostrated himself to the earth, to have offered eveiy apology, and in 
humble termsto have implored forgiveness for the aggressions of which 
he had been guilty. Alep Arslan is stated on the other hand, to have 
generously obliterated the record of his offences; to have demanded one 
of his daughters in marriage for his son Mclek Arslan ; and to have 
freely and honorably permitted him to return to his own dominions. 

A revolt set on foct by an insurgent of the name of.Tazzua, in the 
hitter part of the four hundred and fifty seventh of the llidj^rali, de- 
manded the presence of Alep Arslan on the confines of Khaurezm ; 
which was perhaps the true cause that diverted him from the prose- 
cution of his advantages against the Greek emperor. He proceeded 
however toattack the rebel, whoopposed himatthe head ofthirty thous- 
and horse; but who was defeated with great loss and entirely expelled 
the province, which was now conferred upon Arslan Shah. another of the 
sons of the Seljukiaii. The victorious monarch proceeded, on his re- 
turn, to visit the shrine of Ally Rnzza the eighth Imaum, at Miishhed ; 
and continuing his journey to Raudegan, he there encamped on one 
of the salubrious and agreeable spots with which that district abound-^. 

At this }dace he summoned to his presence from all parts of the empire, 
the different governors and principal Ameirs ; and when, in concurrence 
with his orders, anumerousand respectable assemi>lv of his nobles had 
been thus formed, ho c used his favorite son, Melek Shah, to seat him- 
.Sfclf on a throne of gold, erected for the purpose ; and there called upon 
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. H. all classes of his people to’pledge their all^Unce to that aceompUalM^ 

■ prince, as the immediate successor to his domiuioos. 

Kliolaussat* Proceeding to the banks of the Oxus, towards the close of his reign* 

hil^cikkhbiiMf ^ 

with the design of reducing the countries to the lilastward of that river* 
Yussuf Kotewaul, the governor of the fortress of llersem or Xeraeoi, 
which had recently submitted to his troops, was introduced to }tbo 
presence of Alep Arslan ; and as the replies which he received to cer* 
tain interrogatories that he conceived it expedient to propose to the 
captive chief, were such as ill became his situation, the naouarchgavo 
orders that he should be put to d<»th; but the Kotewaul, disei^aging 
himself from his guards, suddenly drew a ki>ifc from his lx>ot, and 
made directly for the Sultan’s person ; the attendants rushing at the 
same time to seize the assassin. In this dilemma, Alep Arslan called 
upon them to forbear, and relying upon bis known and singular skill 
in archery, fixed an arrow' to his bow and discharged it for the ptH'sou 
of his assailant. As providence would have it, the royal sltaft which 
had hitherto never erred, now Ucw wide of its object, and the infuriated 
chief being thus permitted to approach the person of the bultaii, sue* 
ceeded in inflicting his mortal wound ; nay further, two thousand armed 
attendants who guarded tliccntrance to the imperial pavilioas, dispersed 
in dismay at the appearance of the murderer with the blood staiiiK'd 
knife in his hand, and suflered him to pass w'ithout moU'station ; aU 
though he was ultimutcly dispatched by a Perruush, or tent pitcher, 
who killed him with a blow of bis mallet. 

This renow’ned and warlike monarch was born on Friday tlie second 
of Mohurrim of the four hundred and twenty first of the llidjerali 
had administcied the goveriuucDtof Kborassaun w ith royal authority 
for two years, for bis. uncle TogbrelUeg; and on the death of thiUprinett 
succeeded to the whole of bis possessions from the Tigris to the Uxus* 
which he governed with absolute sway and singular ability, for a 
period of ten years. Ilis death topk place in the four hundred and 
sixty fifth of the Uidjeraht when he had attained to the age of forty» 
four. It is moreover added, that by his dauntless intrepidity, in* 
flexible and liberality of (Uspoeition, be acquired the muversaJl 
Muatji of Jitamuff, 103V« t A. D, ICT^. 
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inspect admiration of mankind. A formidable eiterior derived A, H. 46 *. 
from nature he contrived to render morestrikihgby aboard of singular a. P. 1079. 
growth and thickness, and by wearing a tiara of extradrdinaiy height, 
exhibiting from the apex of his coronet to the point of his beard, a mea* 
surement of two guzz, or something less than four feet. In short he 
is represented to have given to his head and neck, as far as possible, the 
resemblance of the royal animal whose name he bore ; Alep Arslan 
in the Tartar language signifying thegrcn/f, as Kuzzul Arslan does the 
red lion. The extent of his power and the splendor of his court may 
be further attested by the circumstance, that twelve hundred kings, 
princes, and the sons of princes, were known on some occasions to stand 
before his throne. 

Sultan Mliezz-nd-dein Abul Futtah Meiek shah the son of Alep 
Arslan, third monarch of the race of SeljAk. 

Through the dictates of his father's will, and the exertionsof Nizam* 
ul-miilk the celebrated Vezzeir, this prince, notwithstanding 'the prior 
claims of his elder brother, became established on the throne ofTogh- MeibkShah, 
rel Beg ; and the preference appears to have been immediately sancti- 
oned l)y the authority of the Khalif Ul Kaeiin, who transmitted to him 
tne title of .1 ullaul-ud-doulah, Kesseim-e-Ameir-ul-moumenein — jrlo. 

'\t IIk: stale, associate, or perhaps, /3<rr/icya//»g m the power of the 
eommumhr of the faith ful. 

At the coiniiioncement of his reign he was however compelled to 
vindicate his rights, with the sword, against his uncle KauerdorKadri!i» 
or Kadrid, the son of TchegherBeg; who held the government of Ker- 
tnann,and who novvo])enly declared against hisauthority. TheSflltan 
proceeded into Irak Ajem with the army of Khorassaun, to opppose 
the insurgent, and in the neighborhood ofGiiirje or Kerje, brought him 
to a decisive battle ; which, after a dreadful conflict of three days and 
as many nights, terminated in the defeat and captivity of Kauerd. 

Shortly after his achievement of this important victory , the minister 
Nizam-ul-miMk was urged by the princi)>al officers of the army, with 
imi>ortunities for an advancement of their pay, accompanied with an 
intimation that if theirdeinands were not complied with, it might have 
a tendency not very remote, to change the destiny of the vanquished 
rebel. Nizam- ul-niulk, for the present, appeased their clamours by a 
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A. H. 466-71. promise that in the course of the night, their request should be cotn* 

A. p. 1078 78. inunicatfcd to the Silltan. When he became however acquainted with 

Kholaussut- ^jjggg insolent menaces, on the part of his generals, M61ek Shah con- 
ul-akbbaur. ... . .. , 

trived that very night, by a dose of poison, to remove his uncle out of 

the way of danger. Next day, when the mercenary chiefs renewed their 
clamours with the minister, he informed them, that in consequence 
of his uncle’s having made away with himself, by means of some poi« 
son'concealed in the signet of his ring, the Shltan was so deeply affected 
that he had not been able to find an opportunity of laying their de- 
mands before him: apiece of intelligence which so effectually silenced 
them, that they ceased to trouble him further with the slightest hint on 
the subject of their pay. 

In the four hundred and sixty seventh* of the llidjerah, Sfiliman 
the son of Kuttiilmesh, the son of Issraeil, of the race of Seljiik, and 
the founder of the Anatolian branch of tliis family, was employed by 
Melek Shah in the reduction ofSyria ; which hesucceodeil in accomplish- 
ing to the city of Antioch. And in the year four hundred and seventy 
onej" by the capture of Suliman Khaun the sovereign of that territory, 
the government of Transuxiaiia was united to the dominions of Melek 
Shah ; who conveyed his prisoner to Isfahaun, at this period apparently 
the metropolis of the race of Seljnk. 

During this expedition it was, that the hire oftheboatmen, who plied 
on the Oxus, was discharged on the part of Xizain-iil-mulk by an order 
on the collections of Antioch ; and, when the Sultan on tlie appeal of 
the people to his justice, against what appeared to them so gross an 
evasion of their demands, required from his minister an exiilunatiou 
of his conduct, the latter replied that his object was nothing further, 
than to make known to future generations, that his masters power ex- 
tended from the Oxus to the Orontes. The reply was flattering to the 
ambition of this illustrious monarch, and his minister contrived to sa- 
tisfy the demands of the watermen, by purchasing their notes for well- 
told gold. Before he quitted Trauoxian^, on the same occasion, Meh'k 
Shah espoused the princess Turkan Khktun, daughter of Temghauje 
Khaun, the sou of Boghra Khaun, monarch of Kashghar ; by whom 
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fomeyears afterwards, namely, on the twenty fifth of Rudjub of the four A. H. 
hundred and seventy ninth of theHidjerah,* he became at the station A. D. 1078-9 a. 
ofSenjaur in Mesopotamia the father of Sfiltan Sunjur. KhoUussut* 

Ledbyanardentdispositiontovisitdifferentnationsandplacesofabode, 

M61ek Shah is described, by the plurality of historians, to have twice 
surveyed the whole of his vast dominions, extending from Antioch to 
the city of Ouzkund, near the sources of the SeyhAn, or Jaxartes ; 

4;omprizing about twelve degrees of latitude, and thirty four of long- 
itude. In the four hundred and eighty first of the Hidjerah he per- 
formed the pilgrimage to Mekkah, marking the course of his journey 
by various acts of piety and beneficence; by abolishing the impositions 
usually exacted on the pilgrims ; and by constructing on the desert a 
variety of caravanserais, with numerous w'ells and cisterns, for the 
accommodation of the weary traveller. 

While he was engaged in his last circuit to a distant part of his do- 
minions, it is furth'^r stated, that his country was menaced with an 
invasion on the partoftheemperorofCoustantinople ; who, ifthiscircum- 
stance be true, must have been Alexius 1. the father of Anna Comnena 
the historian. Tlie 1‘ersian monarch hastened to oppose and chastise 
tin. agurossion ; but while the tvvo hostile armies lay for some time 
encamped atno great distance from each other, MelekShah, proceeding 
one day slightly attended, to take the amusement of the chase, unex- 
pectedly fell in with a patrol of the Greek emperor’s troops, and became 
their prisoner. In this dangerous dilemma he could only charge his 
attendants to beware of paying him the slightest mark of respect; on 
the contr iry to treat him exactly like one of themselves. 

Mis master’s misadventure was speedily made known to Nizam-ul- 
mulk ; who proceeded, as if nothing had happened, to place a guard 
at evening over the imperial quarters, and to circulate the report that 
the Sultan was safe returned, after his usual recreation. Next day he 
repaired, however, to the camp of the Constantinopolitan, as if he w'ere 
the bearer of an embassy from his court; and he w'as accordingly soon 
admitted to an audience with the Greek emperor, who condescended 
to solicit an accommodation of their differences; to which the minister 

* Fourth of November, 1089 , 

S z 


tOL. II. 



S&4 

A. H. 4'^-85. without much difficulty assented. On this, as if every material point 

A. D. 1078 92. had been satisfactorily adjusted, C®sar proceeded to inform the am- 

Kholanssut- bassador, that several Persians who had fallen into the hands of his 
ul-aklibaur* , 

troops jWere at that moment prisoners in his camp ; to which, affect- 
ingto treat the matter with entire indifference, Nizam-ul-mdlk replied 
that it was a circumstance, of which, when he left the presence of his 
sovereign, they were not aware, and most probably that these prisoners 
W’ere people of no kind of note whatever. They were now ushered in 
by the emperor’s directions, and gratuitously delivered over to the 
ambassador ; by whom, while under the observation of the Greeks, 
they were addressed in terms of asperity, and sharply reprimanded ibr 
their incaution and neglect ofdiscipline. When they were, however, 
at aconsiderable distance on their return, Niz,ini-ul mulk dismounted 
from his horse; and kissing the stirrup of his emancipated sovereign, 
with his face to the earth besoujrht his f’orsiiveness for any mark of dis- 
respect, with which, under the circumstances of the mom<'nt, ho h i J 
affected to treat him. The Sultan, after loading his faithful and ac- 
complished Vezzeir with caresses, rejoined his camp in safety without 
further accident. 

Subsequent to this felicitous enlargement, hostilities were resumed 
between Melek Shah and the Greek emperor, who became in his turn 
the prisonerofhis illustrious adversary ; and his eyes no sooner fell upon 
his conqueror, than he recognized and hriefly addressed him in these 
words : “ If thou art a king thou w'ilt freely f«)rgive the past ; ifa mer- 
*‘chant, sell me ; if a butcher, put me to death.” “I am a king” replied 
the magnanimous Melek Shah ; and with that immediately setting him 
at large, he sent him home in safety to his own dominions, liut as he 
died shortly afterwards, the countries which acknowledged the autho- 
rity of the Greek (the Anatolian peninsula most probably) ifth'* author 
is-entitled to credit, w-ere transferred by the Seljukiau monircli to his 
kinsman, Sulirnan tire son of Knttulmcsh, thegovernorofSyria There 
is at the same time a probal)ility, that the whole of tliis transaction 
may refer to what took place at an earlier period, between Alep Arslan 
and the emperor llomunus Diogenes, as described by .Mr. Gibbon. 

Towards the conclusion of the reign of Melek Shall, some serious 
discussions having arisen bctw'ccn the princess Turkan Khatuii,_who 
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endeavored to secure the succession for her son hfahmdd, and the min- A. H. mti, 
ister Niiaio-ul-mhlk, who was equally strenuous in behalf of SCiltan A.P. ioo2» 
Burguiaurug, that ambitious female availed herself of the intercourse 
which she held with her husband, to calumniate and misrepresent the “*'**‘*****'*'‘' 
actions of his virtuous and faithful servant ; accusing him of having 
distributed the honors andemoliimentsofthe empire between his twelve 
sons; and of having thus effectually excluded the whole of the other 
nobility and mcm! ers of his court, from the advantages to which they 
wereentitled underthe influcnceoftheir master’s grandeur. Theseinsin- 
uations artfully repeated, at last produced an entire change in the disposi- 
tionofthe Siiitan towards his Vezzeir; to whom, when his jealousy had 
been sufficiently awakened, he sent a message to require, that if he con- 
sidered himself in effect his competitor for the monarchy, he should 
without further evasion declare it. But if not, he desired to know what 
were his views in disposing of the different governments oftheempire 
among his own children, without consul ting the pleasurcof his sovereign; 
or on u hf t grounds he jjresumed to exercise such arbitrary interference 
in every dejiartmeiit of the state ? In the mean time it behoved him to 
uiiderstaud, that if from that moment he scrupled to recede from his 
arro: ant preteusifiiis, the turban would be struck from his head, and his 
ii.Vstand traiisterred to another. To this Nizam-ul-niulk resolutely re- 
plietl, thalby an irrevocable destiny his turban and inkstand, and the 
tiroiic and tiara of his sovereign, were inseparably united; and that 
the stalulity of these four things reciprocally dependt'd one upon the 
t iller. The mes.sengcrs w ho conveyed the rejdy were further prevailed 
ui5on,by the vindictive queen, to add such other aggravating circum- 
stances, as produced the last degree of irritation in the mind of the 
Sultan ; by whom the Vizzaurut was immediately transferred to Taiije- 
ul-mi'iik Abul Ghaiiiieim the Kommite, the Diwaun or steward of 
the household ofTuikan Klsatun, with instructions to commence 
without delay a rigorous investigation into the conduct ofNizam-ul- 
niulk. Melek Shah had in the mean time quitted isfahaun on his 
way to Baghdiid, and the discarded minister was already in motion to 
follow ; when in the month of Bamzaiin of the four huntlred and eiglity 
filth of the llidjorah,* that aged and princely V'ezzeir was mortally 

« October, %. D. iys>2. 
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A. H. 465. wounded, by the knife of one of the detestable fanatics in the service 
A. D. 1082. Hussun Skbah, suborned to the act by Tauje-ul-nofllk the new 
Kholaussut- minister. Nizam-ul-mu Ik expired the ensuingday, andis here affirmed 
ol-akhbaur. been the first who fell a victim to the atrocious system of pri- 

vate assassination established by the chief of Almowut. His body was 
taken back, and committed (o the grave at Isfahaun ; and from some 
verses on his death bed addressed to his sovereign, intreating his pro- 
tection for his children, he represents himself to have attained to the 
advanced age of ninety three. 

It is further stated on the authority of the Rouzut-us-sufih, that 
when eleven years of age, this distinguished minister could recite from 
memory the whole of the Koran ; and that at a very early period of his 
life, he had attained to considerable eminence in the system of Imaum 
Shafei, the founder of the third sect. From the numerous charitable 
and benevolent establishments, which he founded and carried to a com* 
pletion, throughout the empire, particularly at Isfahaun, Bagluilid, and 
Bassorah, it is not surprising that his memory should have been long 
held in veneration. One noble monument, the Nizammiah college at 
Baghdad, stood for ages a memorial of his liberal regard for science ; and 
became early celebrated in an eminent degree by the lectures there de- 
livered by the Imaums Abu Ishack the Shirauzjte, and Ghazauly, both 
renowned as the most distinguished doctors of the age in which they 
lived. 

But without further expatiating on the unbounded liberality, and 
magnificent spirit of this celebrated minister, we shall j)rocecd to state 
that in this his last journey, Melek Shah arrived at Baghdad on the2+th 
of Ramzaun ; and that, w hile pursuing his favorite amusement of the 
chase, he was taken ill in the field, on the third ot thesucceedingmonth 
of Shavaul,* and compelled to return to the metropolis of the Khalits, 
under great distress and depression ~of mind. At the expiration of 
eighteen days only, from the death ofNizam-ul-ui61k he, finally, ex- 
changed the trappings of earthly glory, for the silent mansions of 
the dead. 

Sultan Melek Shah thus expired, after a splendid and prosperous 
reign of twenty years, at the early age of thirty eight. In his person 

* Filth of November^ A. D. 10S^2. 



Khoiaiissut- 

ul^akhbaur. 


lie is described to have been as handsome, as he was in disposition vir* A. H. 
tubus and engaging. During the whole of his reign, which was distin* A. D. 1092 . 
guished by his uniform love of justice (the noble argument of a mon> 
arch’s praise,) he studied, with unabated Zealand diligence, to promote 
the prosperity, the embellishment, the security ofhisdominions; which 
was abundantly attested by the numerous charitable establishments, 
the plantations, gardens, and the fortresses, which covered and adorned 
every province oftheempire. The learned of every class and profession 
he supported and encouraged in their pursuits, by enlarged and liberal 
salaries. His love of the chace has been already adverted to’; and it is 
but justice to add, that for every animal which bled by his own hanrl, 
he invariably gave to the poor a dinaur of gold ; and the immensity of 
his equipments may be in some measure estimated from the circum- 
stance that, whether stationary or on the march, his person was never 
attended by less than forty seven thousand cavalry. To him, not only 
his immediate relatives, but many who werestrangers to his blood, we.e 
indebted for their advancement to the highest gradations of power 
and dignity. Among the former, it has already been seen, that he con- 
ferred the province ofRum, or Anatolia, upon Suliman the son of Kut- 
tulniesh, the founder of the Anatolian Seljucides, Svtltans of Iconium; 
as he did that of Kermaun, on Saltan Shah the son of Kauerd, or Kadrvt ; 
and part of Syria he bestowed upon his brother Tennesh. Ainoi g 
thelatter, he gave thekingdom of KhaurezmtoNoushtekein, orNoush- 
teggin Ghcrjah, the founder of the Khaurezm-Shuhies ; Aleppo to Kel- 
leim-ud-doulah Auksunkur ; MossAIe to Tchegger or Juggermesh ; 

Hussun Keyfaur to Artek ; Mardein to Aukteminur; and Farss to 
Ilokken-ud-doulah Khoinaurtekein. And the possessions thus dist. - 
buted, remained with these chiefs and their posterity for many geni r- 
ations afterwards. According to Mr. Gibbon, he illustrated the sixth 
year of his reign by the adoption, into the Mahommedan chronolog , 
of a new aera, called after him that of Mfelek Shah, which commenced, 
as stated by the same eloquent historian, on the authority of Df. Hyde, 
on the filteenth of March, A. D. 1079 ; corresponding nearly with 
the eleventh of Ramzaun, of the four hundred aud seventy first of 
the Hidjerah. 
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SAltan Rokken*ud«dein AbAl miftzuffur Burcuiauruo, Kesseim* 
e-Ameir>ul*moumenein, the son of M^lek Shah, fourth monarch of 
the race of Seljfik. 

At the period ofliis father*s death this prince was residing at Isfa- 
haun, and appears to have been considered the iegitimatc successor to 
the dominions of the house of Seljhk ; but the princess Turkan Kh&tun 
and her son Mahmi&d, being immediately on the spot at Baghdad, she 
availed herself of the opportunity to solicit from the Khalif M6kteddy» 
apatent for the succession, in favor ofthesame Mahmud. The Khalifat 
first resisted herapplication, but beingprevailed upon by her importuni- 
ties, and by the receipt of a very large sum of money, he ultimately con- 
ferred upon Mahmud the title of royalty. On which a force was imme- 
diately dispatched by the ambitious dowager for Isfahaun, in order to 
secure the person of Burguiaurug. 

That prince, through the assistance of some ofthe domestics ofXi- 
zam-ul-mulk, was however enabled to efl'ect his escape, and to join 
his governor, or Atabck, AmeirTukkushtekein ; who conveyed him in 
safety to Roy, and there publicly seated him on the throne of his father. 
Shortly afterwards, Turkan Khutun conducted her son into Isfahaun, 
and with equal solemnity proceeded to encircle his lirows with the di- 
adem of sovereign power: but Sultan Burguiaurug approaching to 
attempt the metropolis of his family, at the head of twenty thousand 
horse, an accommodation was brought to pass between him and his 
stepmother, the dowager queen ; by which, on the payment office hun- 
dred thousand dinaurs* from his father’s effects, he consenied to with- 
draw from the siege of Isfahaun, and retire to the northward. 

Burguiaurug was, however, no sooner on his march for liamadaun, 
on receipt of his money, than the artful dowager prevailed upon 
Ameir Issm^ei), his maternal uncle, on the promise of her hand, to com- 
mence hostilities against hisnephew ; with whom, in the month of llam- 
zaun of the year four hundred and eighty six,‘f he came accordingly 
to a well contested, and obstinate battle. Issmaeil was however de- 
feated, and taken prisoner by the troops of the Sultan, and imminedi- 
ately put to death. In the succeeding month of Shavaul Burguiaurug, 
* 183,38^1. Os. Sd. at tlie lowest couiputaiion. t October, A. D. 1003. 
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was nevertheless compelled to quit the field by another uncle, Ameir 
Tennesh the son of Alep Arslan; with whom being unable to contend, 
he now retreated, as it would appear towards Isfabaun. Fortunately 
about this period the princess TQrkan Khktun had ceased to exist ; and 
Sultan Mahmud proceeding to meet Burguiaurtig, on his arrival in the 
neighborhood, the two brothers entered Isfahaun together in a very 
amicable manner. But some of the chiefs attached to the interests of 
Sultan Mahmud, in order to evince their zeal, proceeded to arrest the 
person of Burguiauriig, and were about to deprive him of sight, 
W'hen Mahmud was suddenly attacked by the small pox, which termin- 
ated his existence. BurguiaurGg was immediately relieved from con- 
straint by the conspirators, and restored to his authority. 

Thus at leisure to attend to the affairs of his government, the Sultan 
proceeded to attest his gratitude for the services of the father, by con- 
ferring the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Mueyud-ul-mulk, the son 
of Nizam-ul-mulk. But Fakher>ul-mulk another son of the cele- 
brated vozzeir’s, arriving from Khorassaun a few days afterwards, 
Burguiauriig, for reasons which are not explained, cancelled his re- 
cent appointment, and transferred it to the new-comer. He then hast- 
ened Avith his army to bring to a decision his contest with .\meir 
Tennesh; whom, after a considerable struggle, he finally defeated and 
killed. Another uncle still survived to dispute his authority ; A'slan 
Shah the son of Alep Arslan, ivho had declared against him in Klior- 
assaun ; and he was marching to that quarter, when the insurgent 
was suddenly put to death, by a youth whom he attempted to force to 
his linidinous and detestable propensities; an event which c -nfirmed 
Bnrguiaurug in possession of Khorassaun, without thehazard of a con- 
flict. After a short residence in that province, he consigned the go- 
vernment to his brother Sun.jur, and returned into Irak. 

While the Sultan W'as absent in Khorassaun on this occasion, Mii- 
eyud-ul-mulk, the discarded Vezzeir, had availed himself of the op- 
portunity, to infuse the spirit of revolt into another of the imperial line, 
of the name of Atriz, who had succeeded in assembling an array in 
Irak, and was at this period marching for Rey. Butou reaching wah 
on his way to that metropolis, this prince was also treacherously cut off, 
by one of the fanatics of Almowut. MCieyud-ul-iuuik now directed 


A. H. 48«-M. 
A. D. 1093-i)9> 

Kholau^&ut- 

ul-akhbaur. 



360 


A. H. 49S-4. his course to the city of Kenjah, the residence of Mahomined the soa 
A. D . 11)99-1101. of M^lek Shah ; whom he next prevailed upon to engage in hostilities 
Khuiaussut- against his brother. In Shavaul of the year four hundred and ninety 
two,* the royal brothers were accordingly hastening tp bring their dif- 
ferences to the decision of a battle ; when the generals or principal 
Ameirs of Burguiaurdg’s court, offended with the conduct of Mejid- 
uJ-miklk the mustouffy, or controller or auditor of the exchequer, 
because he had presumed to withhold their emoluments, sought to 
put that minister to death ; and as he fled for protection to the presence, 
the exasperated chiefs pursued, and cut him to pieces before the eyes 
of their sovereign. Alarmed at this flagrant proof of audacity, and of 
defiance to his authority, the Sultan privately withdrew from the Ko- 
hestaun of IrJik, and fled to Rey ; which placed his Iirother Mahom- 
mrd without further obstacle on the throne of IrAk Ajem ; and the 
prime ministry', as ought have been expected from the gratitude of his 
prince, was now lodged in the hands of Mikeyud-ul-mulk. 

Having contrived, however, to assemble a fresh army, Sultan Rur- 
guiaur&g proceeded again, in themonthof Rudjul),*ofthe four hund- 
red and ninety -third of the Hidjerah, to give battle to .Mahommed ; 
was entirely defeated, and this time compelled to seek an asylum in 
Khuzistaun. In that province, being however joined by Ameir Ay- 
auz, one of the slaves of Melek Shah, he was enabled. In the latter 
Jummaudy of the year four hundred and ninety-four, f a third time 
to oflFer battle to his brother ; and in this he proved finally successful ; 
fortune with the victory putting into his hands the obnoxious Vezzeir, 
Mfleyud-ul mhlk. During the period of his captivity, this minister 
is stated to have exerted himself with such address to justify his con- 
duct, and to disarm the resentment of the Sultan, that the latter, from 
an excess of lenity, was at last prevailed updn to encourage him with 
the expectation of Jbeing restored to his appointments : but when 
things were at this crisis, while the Sflitan was reposing himself, one 
day at noon from the heat of the weather, he happened to overhear 
a conversation between his cupbearer and another attendant ; in which 
the former presumed te observe that this same race ofSelJuk appeared 
* Ai|eu»t, 1 099. t Majr, A. D. 1100, { April, A. i), llOl. 
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to Vitn to possess neither true magnanimit}^ nor sense of injury, since a. h. 494-99. 
the Silkltan, notwithstanding his multiplied treasons, conld yet conceive A. D. noi -4fc 
the thought of again creating Mueyud-ul-m6lk the first minister of Kliolaussut- 
his government. Not a little irritated by the remark, Burguiaurug “•■“kbbaur. 
hastily issued from his tent, with his sword drawn, and having directed 
the unfortunate Vez zeir to be brought before him, immediately struck 
off his head ; desiring the cupbearer to keep in mind, that on some 
occasions, the race of Seljuk could prove themselves not entirely defi- 
cient in spirit. 

Subsequent to this period, when two successive conflicts had fur- 
tlier taken place between the Sultans Burguiaurug and Mahommed, 
a treaty of p(?ace was at last concluded between the rival brothers; by 
which it was finally agreed, that Syria, Diaurhekir, Azerbayjaun, 

Mughauu, Armenia, and Cieorgia, should he comprized within the 
doiiiiiiioiis of Sultan Mahoaimed ; and that the remainder of the patri- 
mony f>f the houseof Scljuk, consisting, proha!)ly, of eastern and wes- 
tern Irak, Farss and Khorassaun, with the whole of the territory 
beyond the Oxus, should continue under the authority of Burgui- 
aurfig. The dissensions between the family appear to have thus hap- 
pil * terminated until the death of Burguiaurug ; which took place in 
the four hundn'cl aiul nim'ty-eighth of the Ifidjerah,* the twenty-fii'th 
year of his ago, and the thirteenth of his reign. 

Sultan (iheyauth-ud-dein Abu Shujia MAiiOMMEn, son of Melek 
Shah, Kesseini-e-Auieir-ul-mounieneiu, fifth monarch of the race of 
Siljuk. 

immediately on the death of his brother, Sultan Mahommed laid 
claim to the entire possessions of .the house ofSeljuk ; although Me- 
lek Shah the son of Burguiaurug, HVid been early staited on the tlirone 
of his father, by the two slaves Ayauz and Sedkah, who prepared, Scltan RtAt- 
sword in hand, to support the rights of the young prince. But when 
the armies were altout to engage, a cloud, in the shape of a dragon Scljuk. 
vomiting flames, appearing above the heads of the troops of Ayauz 
and Sedkah, they were so appalled by the plKmomenoii. that they 
instantly sued for pardon, and declared in favor of Sultan Mahommed. 

' A. D. 1104, 
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it. H. 408. The young prince, and bis two advisers, now fell into the hands oftKh 

A. D. iiob. Sultan, by whom they were sent, the former to a prison, the latter to 

li'aklbau'?* 

SAitan Mabommed, in the former Jummaudy of the year four bun* 
drcd and ninety -eight,* appeared at Baghd;\d; where, though the au- 
thority of his nephew had been readily proclaimed byMustezhir B’lllah* 
he, however, treated that Khalif with distinguished respect and honor. 
On this occasion, it is stated that while the Sultan continued at 
Baghdad, Ahmed the son of Abdulmelek Attaush, a couhnned ad- 
vocate of the Bowautinists, or Ismacilians, who had long preached 
his schismatical doctrines to thegarrison of Dezhkoh,a fortress in the 
.neighborhood of Isfauaun erected by Sultan Melek Shall, availed 
himself of the opportunity to make himself ina<!ter of that stronghold, 
and to declare himself in a state of disobedience. On information of 
this contumacious act of rebellion in the very lieart of his dominions, 
Sultan Mahommed returned without delay towards his capital, and 
-immediately laid siege to the fortress of Dezhkbh. When the resources 
of the garrison became nearly cxhaust«*d, Ahmed Attaush conveyed 
a message to Saud-ul-mulk the Oujian, who held the oliice of Vez- 
zeir to the Sultan, and who had privately endiraced the doctrines of 
the Schismatics, to apprize him that the subsistance of his followers 
being reduced almost to nothing, he should, in the cour.se of two or 
three days, be constrained to capitulate with his adversaries. Tiie 
perfidious Vezzeir to this verbally replied, tliat it behoved him to 
exert his patience for a week longer, until he could find the means of 
removing this dog, alluding to his sovereign, out of the way. The 
Sultan, from a constitutional heat of temperament, had been in the 
habit of bleeding regularly once a month, and the perioil at which he 
usually underwent the operation now drew pear. Saud-ul-mulk then 
seized the opportunity, and with a bribe of one thousand dinaurs, pre- 
vailed upon the surgeon to bleed his master with a poisoned lancet. 
The chamberlain of Saud-ul-mulk becoming, however, by some 
means or other, acquainted with the design, fortunately disclosed it to 
bis wife ; and the lady, as will sometimes happen, made the secret 


* March, A.D. llOfr. 
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ifAOwn to her gallant ; so that it could not ultimately fail to find its 
tvay, to him whom it most materially concerned. S&ltan Mahommed 
upon this, feigning to be suddenly indisposed, sent for his surgeon to 
perform the usual opcr.ition ; and the latter had bound his arm, and 
was proceeding to touch it with the point of his lancet, when the 
royal patient fixed his eyes with stern severity on the countenance of 
the guilty miscreant. A tremor seized the limbs of the traitor ; he 
made a full and immediate confession of the truth, and was bled to 
death with bis own lancet. The treacherous minister, with all 
attached to him, suffered the punishment due to his crimes ; and the 
garrison, apprized of what had happened, delivered up their fort with- 
out further resistance. Theirleader becoming a prisoner, was conducted 
into Isfahaun, riding on a camel with his hands bound, by command 
of the Sultan ; and in the course of a few days he was eondemnedto 
perish by an ignoininous death, and his body burnt, together with 
those of all his misguided associates. 

In this place we are informed, on the authority of the T&.rikh gdzei- 
dah, although it is not easy to reconcile it with the corresponding peri- 
ods of the history, that Sflltan Mahommed was engaged, towards the 
c«i. elusion of his reign, on a distant expedition into Hindustaun ; dur- 
ing which he signalized his zeal for the faith, by the immolation of a 
A ast multitude of uuliappj’ and unbelieving Hindus. In the course of 
the expedition, an idol came into the Sultan’s possession, of the enorm- 
ous weight of two thousand raaunns, about eight and twenty tons at 
(he lowest computation, which the natives offered to redeem with an 
eijual weight in pearl. The SCiltan rejected their offer with disdain ; 
observing, that were be to comply, the world might justly entitle him 
Malionimed the idol-merchant, for the same reason that a certain sta- 
tuary of the name of Azer, was called the idol-cutter. The image was 
accordingly conveyed all the way to Isfaiiaun, where it w'as laid 
across the threshold at the entrance of the college which contains the 
tomb of Siiltan Mahommed. It must, at the same time, occur to the 
reader, that nearly the same circumstance has been already related o£ 
Shltan Mahmfid of Gliezntn. 

In the early part of the -five hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, 
while stretched on the bed of sickness and debility, Sultan Muhom- 
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med declared his sou Mahm^id successor to the tlirone of To"hrel Beg; 
and shorUy altervvards closed his earthly career at the age of thirty 
seven, having reigned for about thfrleen years subsequent to the de- 
mise of his brother. He bears with historians tiie character ofa pious 
and temperate prince, distinguished for his inviolable adherence to his 
engagements, for his rigid and inflexible regard to truth, and for the 
just and equitable principles on which he governed his people. 

Sultan Muezz-nd-dein Sunjur, entitled Burhaun*-e-Aineir-ul-mou- 
menein, the son of Melek Shah, sixth monarch of the race ofStlJiik. 

This able prince had alreadj’ administeretl the government of khor- 
assaun for a period of twenty years, during the successive reigns of his 
brothers, Burguiaurug and Mahommed ; and assuming the sovereign 
authority on the death of the latter, he ))roce<'ded into Irak to \ indi- 
cate his claims against his nephew Mahmiid, who had collected an 
army to oppose him. The younger prince Ix iiig however d* feated, 
withdrew towards Sawah ; but submitting to his destiny, and repair- 
ing respectfully to the ])resence of his uncle, he met with a liberal re- 
ception ; and was invested with the government of Persian Irak, with 
no other apparent stipulation, than that the name of Saltan Sunjur 
should have precedence in the public jmiyers. 

During the five hundred ami twenty-fourthf of the ITidjerah, .Shi- 
tan Sunjur was employed in Transoxiana, to sujipres.s the r»-l>ellion of 
Ahmtd the son of Siiliman, governor of .Samarkand. I'lie insurgent 
sustained a siege of some duration within the walls of that city ; hut 
ultimately submitting to the Sultan, the government was transferred 
to a slave of that monarch’s. It was, however, restored to .\ limed ben 
Suliman, after he had continued for some time in disgrace. 

In the year five hundred and thirty. J the Scljukian was involved in 
hostilities with Behram Shah king ofGheznein, who was indebted to 
him for his crown ; and who yet thought fit about this period to with- 
hold the tribute, w hich he ha«l voluntarily incurred by an obligation so 
essential. Sultan Sunjur proceeding however towards Gheznein, at 
the head of his triiops, matters were ultimately accommodated, Behram 
Shah submitting to make good his engagements for the future. Tive 

* A deiuonkttalioii, or pcrliap;, a ray, of the jiowcr of tlie comniauder of the faithful, 
i A. 1). liSo. ; A. D. llUo. 
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years afterwards, ♦ (in 535) the presence of Sultan Sunjiir was again 
required in Transoxiana, by fresh indications of hostility on the part 
of the governor of Samarkand, at this time languishing under a recent 
stroke of the palsy. After a siege of six months, being reduced to 
extremity, he once more delivered up the city to the Sdltan ; in whose 
presence he is described to have appeared with bis mouth distorted, 
and the saliva streaming down the corners. He was now finally 
removed; though the province was bestowed upon his son Xusser 
Khaun. They were probably an inferior branch of the Seljukian 
family. 

About the same period, misled by the counsels of some of his nobi- 
lity’, Sultun Snnjnr imprudently entered into a war with Gur Khaun, 
the monarch of Kara Khatay, or central Tartary, who hastened to 
oppose him with all the force of his dominions. By a sudden and 
unaccountable defection, or dereliction of duty, on the part of the 
same nobles, the Sultan was left to precipitate himself on the ranks 
of his adversaries, with noniore than three hundred followers; and with 
fifteen of that number only, who survived the attempt, he succeeded 
in making good his retreat to the fortress of Termed, until joined by 
others « ho had escai)ed from the field ofbattle. Turkan Khatun, hiscon- 
sort, with Tauje-ud-dein-.\bhl Fuz/ul goveriiorofSeiestaun, remained 
however, in tlie hands of the infidels, although they were some time 
afterwards released, and conducted into Khorassaun. 

The cftccts of this defeat produced in the destiny of Sultan Sunjur, 
the most unlUvorable reverse ; as it diminished to a serious extent that 
awe with which the world had hitherto been accustomed to contem- 
plate his power. Fereid-iid-dcin-Kateb addressed the following lines 
to console him under his misfortune. 

Long has the agitated world been composed, illustrious prince, by 
the motion of thy spear ; 

For forty years has thy sword procured vengeance on thine enemies; 

Should some slight reverse beial thee, be it ascribed where due, to 
the mutability of fortune ; 

For the BEING who reigns in eternity, is alone IIE that is exempt 
from change. 


A. H. 635-191. 
A. D. Il40-48k 

ul-aklibaur. 


• A. D. 1140. 



A> If. 54»48. 
A. D. 1148413. 

Kholaussat- 

ul-«khbaar. 


In the five hundred and forty-third* of the Hidjerah, the Siilfart rta^ 
however, sufficiently recovered from the sense of these calamities, to 
visit Persian Irak ; where he was received by his nephew Sfiltan 
Mi!iss&oud, who had recently succeeded to the government, on the 
death of MahmCkd, with every mark of respect and attachment. Here 
he also received letters from his tributary, Behram Shah of Gheznein, 
announcing his successes in Ghonr, and accompanied by Neikserr 
the SArian ; one of the chiefs of the country who had been conducted 
to the presence of the Sultan, in order to attest these triumphs over a 
warlike people. Nevertheless, in the course of the following year, 
Alla-ud-dein Hfisseyne the Ghiirian, with Ally Tchetry, the latter 
educated by the immediate bounty of Sdltan Sunjur, commenced hos- 
tilities against his authority, and threatened Khorassaiin with invasion. 
Sbitan Sunjur hastened to oppose their designs, defeated them in 
battle, and made prisoners both of Alla-ud-dein and his associate. 
The former he detained in custody, but the latter he condemned to 
immediate execution for his ingratitude. The result of this victory 
was to restore to the Sultan a great part of his former renown, which 
was again re-echoetl to the remotest limits of thccarth. When he had 
however detained Alla-ud-dein HAsseyne for some time a prisoner at 
his court, he discovered in that chieftain so many engagingand bene- 
volent qualities, that he treated hitn with distinguished kindness, 
and finally sent him to preside over his native province of Ghour. 

In the year five hundred and forty-eight,* Siiltan Sunjur was des- 
tined to experience the direst calamity that can fall to the lot of a 
sovereign prince ; that by which he is thrown into the hands of his 
enemies! In a former period of his government, he had been induced 
to admit of the settlement, in the territory of Khotlan,Tcheghaunian, 
and the neighbourhood of Balkh, of a colony of forty thousand Turk- 
man families, of that particular race which bore the appellation of 
Hush-e-Ghuzz — the swdrm of the Ghuzzi ; on their engaging to fur- 
nish for the use of his kitchen, an annual supply of four and twenty 
thousand sheep. Under this tenure they had, for some time, been 
sailed to enjoy in the country a peaceable and unmolested tesi- 
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dence; until, unfortunately, one of the agents of the Khaunsalaur, or A. 0. 54ai. 
purveyor of the kitchens, employed to demand the usual supply, con- a. D. iisa. 
trary to the practice of his predecessors, in selecting the animals pro- 
ceeded to cavil and dispute with the Turkmans ; who, neither disposed 
to endure nor submit to his insolence, without ceremony put him to 
death, and immediately displayed the standard of insurrection. Not 
daring to apprize his sovereign of what had passed, the IChaunsalauf 
continued for some time to supply theSiiltan's table at his own expence; 
but AmeirKomauje, the governor of Balkb, happening to visit Meru, 
at this period the residence of the court, the Khaunsalaur disclosed 
to him the nature of the dilemma to which he had been reduced, by 
the misconduct and rapacity of his agent. On tliis, Komauje embraced 
the first opportunity of introducing, to the Sultan,- the subject of the 
increasing strength and refractory spirit of the Ghuzzians, and con- 
trived to obtain for liiniself a patent fur the controiil of that ubnoxi- 
ous tribe. Wlien lie returned to UMkh, be accordingly dispatched to 
demand from the Ghuzzians their arrears of supply, a person w'hom 
they immediately expelled, with every mark of contempt and insult ; 
proclaiming that they w'ere the subjects of the Sultan alone, and that 
th« v’acknowledged no other superior. Ameir Komauje accompanied 
by his son Melek-ul-Sburk, now proceeded to the neighborhood of 
the Gluizziau settlements, equally prepared for hunting and for battle; 
notwithstanding which, he was attacked and killed by the insurgents. 

On intelligence of this act of hostility, Sultan Suiijur in concur- 
rence with the advice of his courtiers, hastened in person, to reduce the 
rebels to their duty; while on their part, the Ghuzzians, on his 
approach, dispatched to the camp of the Sultan to apologize for their 
conduct, and to solicit liis forgiveness ; offering in atonement for their 
offence, and for the blood of Ameir Komauje, to pay a fine of one 
hundred thousand dinaurs, accompanied by one hundred Khatayan 
slaves. The Sultan seemed disposed to accede to these terms, and to 
return to Meru ; but his Anieirs objected, that if the Ghuzzians w'ere 
suffered to elude the chastizement they deserved, his empire would 
be exposed to perils and distractions, beyond his ability to obviate or 
eppease. It was therefore determined to proceed in the design against 
the Ghuzzians 4 but when th« royal anny drew near to the stations of 
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the insurgents, an attempt was again made on the part of the latter 
awaken the compassion of the Sdltan by the most humble intreaties, 
and by an offer to add to the amount of the former fine, one munn, or a 
quarter of a hundred weight of gold, from every household belonging 
to the tribe, if he would engage to pardon their disobedience. The 
monarch appeared still disposed to the side of mercy ; but as his power 
was now rapidly tending to its close, the counsels of two of his Ameirs, 
on W' hose judgment he principally relied, prevailed with him to force 
the rebels to a battle. The Ghuzzians, thus driven to despair, pro> 
ceeded, like men devoted to destruction, to combat in self-defence ; 
and the greater part of the Sultan’s generals, from a misunderstanding 
with his two advisers, discharging their duty with criminal ncglig«Mice 
in theconflictwhichensued, theinsurgents were compk;tely triumphant, 
and the Sultan became their prisoner. - Although they continued to 
treat their royal captive for some time with every outward appearance 
of respect, the Ghuzzians availed themselves of their victory toaltoiid 
him to Meru, at that periodacityofgreatextentandopulen.ee; which 
they devoted for tlwee days and as many nights, to plunder and outrage. 
After which, not yet satisfied with their booty, they proceeded to 
torture the inhabitants, in order to discover such property as had 
escaped the general pillage ; and under these circumstances, great 
numbers of the most distinguished and respectable believers perished, 
from the cruelties inflicted upon them by this ferocious and exasper- 
ated horde. 

The same enormities were extended by the Ghuzzians through the 
greater partofivhorassaun ; theunfortunateSunjur, whom they hadulti- 
mately confined to an iron cage, being condemned to the mockery of a 
daily exhibition on his throne, fora period of almost fouryears.; during 
which the country W'as compelled to submit to every species of op- 
pri'ssion and outrage. All this time the Su-ltan was deterred from any 
plan of escape by t!ie consideration that his consort, the princess 
Tui'kan Khiitiin, was also in the hands of his oppressors; but in the 
five hundred and fifty-first of the llidjerali,* which produced the 
death of that princess, he no longer delayed to deliberate on the means 
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ofiiis deiiTfiktnbce. The care of hisperaonlbad boSB entmhted'to Ameir 
£leiau8, >OBe of Xbe i^uzzian .ciiiefs ; ^asd ttihs man be no^B prevailed 
upon ito condnct ihim, on thepretence ofbcrntiBgf to the banks of the 
deiybAn ; wbere Ameir Ahmed Komauje rthe governor of Termed, 
with whom the plan had been preconcerted, and who had prooided 
boats for the occasion, suddenly made his appearance; and succeeded 
in carrying off the person of his sovereign, and in conveying -him in 
safety to the casde of Termed. After continuing in that fortress, as 
iong as it Was -necessary to -collect a sufficient body -of his adherents, 
:Sultan Sunjur proceeded to revisit his capital ■erf’ Merh ; but observing, 
on this approiich, the desolation which pervaded the country, and the 
•deplorable distress of its inhabitants, the spectacle hecame too painful 
for his feelings ; and the . aged monarch, now in his seventy third year, 
:sunk under the burden of his affiictions, on the twenty fifth of the for- 
mer Ilel)be,'i;i o<l‘tlie five huntlred and fifty second of the Hidjerah ;* after 
reigning paramount sovereign of the Persian empire for one and forty 
vears. 

Siiltan Sunjur has been <equally praised for his piety, and -modesty of 
disposition, and fi>r his benevolence and tl>e lo-ve of bis people; for 
his respect for, and his encouragement of learning, and learned men, 
and for his zeal and exertions to ppoinote the advancement of bis reli- 
gion : and if he failed in extending the dominions of his family by for- 
eign comjuest, and became otherwise unfortunate i-n the conclusion of 
his reign, it has by no one bten ascribed to any deficiency in talents 
either for war or government ; in both of which he is universally ac- 
knowledged to have excelled. The grandeur of the bouse of Seljiik in 
its extended sense, at the same time, appears to have terminated witli 
this prince. llis sister's son, Mahmud, the son of Mahommed 
Khaun, paternally descended from Boghra Khaun of Turkestaun, is 
stated, on the authority of the Rouzut-us-sufla, to have succeeded to 
the sovereignty -of Ivltorassaun, on thedeath of Saltan Sunjur; batone 
of his ministers revolting against his authority, in the sixth year of his 
government, (A. !I. d.*S8.) Mahmftd was taken prisoner and deprived of 
might : after which, part of the territory of that noble previnoe, wsts 
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appropriated by the kings of Khaurezm, wliije the remahider <io))tinV(ed 
subject to the predatory and irregular government of the Ghuzzi. 
The history must now recede to take a survey, of the transactions, in 
w'hich the collateral branches of this celebrated race were more im- 
mediately concerned. 

Sultan Mogheyth-ud-dein Mahmud, the son of Mahommed son of 
Mclek Shah, entitled Yeinein-Ameir-ul-moumcnein. 

It was formerly noticed that this prince, nominated by his father to 
succeed to the entire dominions ofthe house of Seljuk, was ultimately 
compelled to confine his pretensions to the two provinces of Persian 
and Arabian Irak ; in the government of which he w’as confirmed by 
his uncle Sultan Sunjur. lie held his authority for a period of four- 
teen years ; and is de.scribed as a virtuous prince, elegant in his person, 
and of great mildness ofdisposition. Jlo was howevergreatlyaddicted 
to women, and devoted much of his time and attention, to his dogs, 
and to the amusements of the chase. These amusemiMits were, at the 
same time, not suffered to detach him either from the controul of his 
finances, the supcrintendanceof his daily expenditure, or the |)unctual 
subsistance of his troops, lie died at llainadaun, which was l>ecoine 
the metropolis of this branch of the family, in the month of Shavaul 
ofthe five hundred and twenty fifth of the Ilidjerah,* at the ago of 
seven and twenty. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Tochrel, the son of Mahommed son of 
Melek Shah, in conformity with the instructions of his uncle, suc- 
ceeded, on the death of hisbrother Mahmud to the government of Irak, 
both Persian and Arabian. He was however, during the whole of his 
government, engaged in perpetual hostilities, with various success, 
against his surviving brother Sultan Mussaoud ; after sustaining a con- 
test with whom for a period of three years, he quitted this stage of ex- 
istence, in Mohurrim of the five hundred and twenty ninth of the 
Hidjerah ;t leaving "a character distinguished for strict and impartial 
justice, for scrupulous abstention from all that was repugnant to^tho 
laws of his religion, and for singular valour, modesty, and humanity. 

Sfiltan Gheyauth-ud-deiu Mussaoud, the son of Mahommed sun 
M61ek Shah. 

• Sept. X. D. H31r t November, A. D. 1134. ^ 
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' Being at Baghd&d at the period of his brother’s death, a part of the A. flf. 5», 
-Ameirs of the government dispatched without delay to invite Alussaoiid P- 1135> 

to Hamadaun, to take possession of the vacant authority ; wh He others *^ 1 *^^?^^** 
with equal activity sent to Tebreiz, to demand the presence of his ne- 
phew Daoud, the son of the deceased monarch. Sultan Miissaoud, 
obtaining, how^ever, the start. of the younger prince, suddenly appeared 
at Hamadaun, and received the submission of the whole, with reluc- 
tance, or cordiality, .just as the parti<^s felt affected to his interests. 

The Khalifs Mustershid, and Rashid Billah engaging in hostile de- 
signs against the authority of Sultan Mussaoud, were both assassinated 
by some f/f the fanatic disciples of the chief of Alinowut, as formerly 
related, in the t?arly part f)f iiis government. The presence of theSuitan 
was therefore again refjiiired at Baghdad ; where, he jjrocceded accord- 
iegly to place l"l Muktefiy 011 the throne oi tlie Klielciiiiiit. Wnile 
he was al)s. nt ii'oin flaina.hiun on this occasion, intelligence was con- 
\a*yed to liini that (h‘sigiis liostile to his goveriinient, vvt*re under tJie 
coiitc'inplation of the liiMitenant of b'arss ; and lu‘ fecund it expedient 
to dt'tacli hisbrothi r Sel.juk Sli.ih, act'oinpanied by his -Vtabek, or go- 
vernor, or ])reee))t<»r, Kara Siiiikur, to restore ol)e lienee in that pro- 
vince. The Atabt'k had how ever made !)utoae march from the encamp- 
ment of Sultan IMu^^saoiul, when he had the audatdty to dispatch a 
messiigt* to that iiionarch, to announce that he should not adv'ance a 
sicj) birther. until tlie head of the ininisti'r, Mahomnied Khauzen, 
was st*iit to him. This personage had rendered himself particularly 
oliiioxious to the Aineirs, not less by his imperious and haughty de- 
ineanor, than hv tlie seciuestrati.m of their emoluments ; and however 
bis master might have been disposed to protect him, the demand of 
the Atahek was repeated w ith such determined pertinacity, that it was 
finally complied with ; and the head of the uiiibrtunate \ ezzeir was 
given up to his importunities^ Kara Sunkur then proceeded intoFarss ; 
and having reduced tlic metropolis of Sheirauz, and placed it in the 
possession of Seljuk Shah, he returned to the court of Alussaoud, 

"ifhere he died some time afterwards. 

The Sultan now' transferred his confidence to the Ataheks Eylde- 
kez, and Jaudeh’ ; on the former of whom, w ith the government of 
Tebreiz and Azerba^ jaun, he bestowed the widow of his brother Sul- 
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%, K'sa!i-4T. Mo^^rel^oflwhicb masriage^theAmeuwKiiBZttl AteltuMndMalntm- 
A. Pt iiarsg. inecf, w«re' die issue. Atabek Jkudek^ on tbe eubsequent death) of 
~l^rli^nr sentr tBT. preside oeertho provinoe of Earn.. 

Doring his second Tisitr to Baghi^d^ about the five’ hundred: and 
tiiirty-eecond of the Hidjeraht Adibas- the'governor of Rey, undertook 
to transfer the throne of the absent monarch-, to his brother SAliman 
Shah; and, uniting- with: Abdurraihman and Bfizaubah; two* chiefe 
W’ho entertained similar designs in tavor of Alibek Shah and-Mahom^ 
ined,> the sons of M'ahmdd, openly declared against SAItan Al6ss6oud« 
and took possession of Ihfiihaun. A pprized of this d’angcrous combini* 
ation against his authority; the Sdltan, in the very middle of \v.intt*i\ 
hastened towards I'sfahaun ; but being intercepted on his arrival at 
Hiuhvaun, by a tremendous fall of snow, and other severities of the 
season, he was for the present constrained to postpone his vengeance, 
and- return to Baghdfui. On tlie return of more genial weather in the 
ensuing spring, however, the Sultan proceeded- towards his object by 
the route ofTebreiz, at the head of a powerfiil anny ; Suliinan Sbuh> 
with his general- Abbas, and the princes Mahornmed an<l Mel6k Shah, 
a^vaiting his approach, at- a station in the neighborhood of Hnniadaun. 
Happily for Sultan Mhss'koud, the very night preceding the day whicli 
had been appointed- for battle, Suliman Shah unaccountably withdrew 
towards Rey, followed by Abbas ; and Abdurraihnian, and Bfizauhah 
equally surprized and alarmed, made- the best of tlieir way towarrls 
I'sfahaun, with Melek Shah and Alahommed : while Sfiltan MAssaoud 
thus fortunately relieved from his embarrassments, hastened towards 
Rey on the footsteps of bis brother. Shortly afterwards Sfilimau 
ventured to an- interview with his brother; and, it being thoughtunad- 
visable by the Sultan ’scabinettliat'he should remain any longer at large, 
he was, as might have been foreseen, immedi-ately conspigned to-impri- 
sonment. Abbas, Abdurraihman, and Bfiznubah, in the course of 
time, also solicited and obtained the Sdltan's pardon, and hastening 
in succession to his presence, were treated with kindness and distinc- 
tion. But, as their breasts continued to be animated with a spirifof 
hostility towards theSultan'sgovernmeht,aconsiderabie period was not 
Aufiered’to elapse before it was sufficiently demonstrated in tfieingra- 



iHdl^ <sf theitf tfrtldnfr *, and l/hey were, each cff them’ in different’ wiays; 
•himatefy taken cuff by the hands of the executioner. 

Subsequent to these events, the rei^ti of Sdltan M&ssSioud' proceeded 
with unclouded prosperity' to'the period of his death, which took place 
»• si^ht of Ifamadhun, on the nigtit of the first of Rudjub* of tlie five 
Irundtrediand forty seventh of the H'idjerah,*' the forty fifth year of his 
age, and the nineteenth of his government. Hte is described’’ to have 
surpassed' in lil)eraUty and benevolence ofdisposition, as well as in the 
strength of his understanding ; and to have promoted, both' by his ex* 
smple and authority, the exercise of charity in all its- forms. His 
munificence is indeed alleged to have been carried to that extent, that 
he was frequently reduced to draw upon an empty treasury; and' he 
was so singularlyattached to the manners, and habits of lUe of religious 
mendicants, that great part of his leisure hours Avas devoted to an 
attend-ance oii the victims of sorrow, and the inihatcs of seclusion. 

Mogheyth-ud-dein Melek Shah the son of Mahmud, of Hama» 
dwun and Irhk Ajem. 

liaised to the throne, by whatever means, on the death of his uncle, 
this prince appears to have immediately shut himself up against every 
kind of intercourse with the Ameirs, and other officers of his govern- 
ment, and to Have totally resigned himself to hispleasurcsi Attempting, 
however, to seize the person of Kliausseik, one of the ministers of the 
late Sultan, most distinguished for his singular prudence and extra- 
ordinary valour, the greater part of the chiefs took offence at the de- 
sign, and espoused the cause of the minister ; by whose instructions, 
in the month of Shavaul of the .547th of the Hidjerah,’f Hussun Jsin- 
daur, on the pretext of an entertainment given in honor of him, pro- 
ceeded to invite the prince to his house; where, at the end of three 
days, in which he had been suffered to indulge himself in every species 
of luxury, he Avas seized, and immediatvly confined to the' castle of 
Hamadaun: Messengers Avere at the same time dispatched to Khuz- 
istaun, to invite his brother Mahommed to take possession of the go- 
'vernnient. After remaining some days-immured in his prison, howcA'cr, 
be- found means to effect his escape ; and proceeding by the most 
• First of October, A. D. 1163. t January, A. !>.. 1 JS8, 
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unfrequented roadsinto thesameprovince of KhAzistauUj he there cotM 
tinued to reside until the death of his brother, in the live hundred and 
fifty fifth of the Ilidjerah ; when he advanced towards Isfahaun, with 
the object of putting himself once more in possession of the throne of 
Irak ; but he was arrested in his design by the hand of death. This 
voluptuary held his government for little more than three months, and 
had only attained to his thirty second year when he died. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein M ahommeo the son^of Mahmii.d, of Ila. 
m^daun and IrSk Ajem, &c. 

Sultan Mahommed, in consequence of the invitation of the Ameirs* 
above adverted to, inthebeginningof Mohurrim of theyer rfive hundred 
and forty eight, repaired to llamadaun, and immediately assumed the 
diadem of Irak. Before the expiration of the month conceiving, how- 
ever, some suspicion of the views of Arocir Khaiwsscik, he caused that 
chieftain to be put to death, and appropriated to himself the whole of' 
his treasure andelFects. As a proof of the magnitudeofthesearticl(?s, 
it is stated on the authority of the Tarikh guzeidali, that tht*re were 
found in the repositories and wanlrobe of the same Kliauss ik, not less 
than thirteen thousand pieces of crimson satin, by which wc are taught 
to estimate the remainder of his property. 

"When the late of this personage was made known to Atabek Eylde- 
kez, and to Nussrut-ud-dein Kliaiisseik the son of Auk Suukitr, the 
governor of Meraughah, they immediately declared against Sultan Ma- 
horamed ; and proclaiming his uncle Siiliman the son of Mahommed, 
the son of Melek Shah tlie great, proceeded with a powerful army to- 
wards llamadaiin. Conscious of the disparity of his troops, and of 
the more alarming disaffection of his Ameirs, Mahommed suddenly 
abandoned his power, with all its appendages of wealth and splendor, 
and fled towards isfabaun; while S^liiuan Shah, on the other hand, 
took possession of his capital without resistance, and seated himself ip 
triumph on the abdicated^throne. Under these circumstances it was 
suggested to the new sovereign, that it would be advisable to confer the 
olhees of Yezzeir, and liaujeb, or minister of state and grand cham- 
berlain, on Muzuffur-ud-dein Alep Ergh&, and Shums-ud-dein Abul 
Kejeib, to the prejudice of the Ameirs Khaurezm Shall, and Fakher- 
ud-dein Ivaushy ; who had hitherto enjoyed, the one tliepostof ilau- 
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jdly, and the other that of Vezzeir respectively. Khaurezm Shah, one 
of the latter, being however apprized of the proposed supersession, 
embraced an opportunity to persuade his sister, who was the wife of 
Suliman Shah, that the nobles had suddenly entered into a conspiracy 
to restore Sultan Mahointned, and that very night to seize the person of 
her husband. This intelligence she naturally communicated to Siili- 
man;andtheprince,beingofacapacity to be imposed upon without much 
difficulty, that same night, accompanied by his family and the most 
confidential of his adherents, withdrew towards Mazanderaun. The 
following day, unable to account for this ill-advised proceeding, the 
Ameirs were thrown into the utmost consternation ; and the troops 
mutinying against their leaders, hastened to gratify their propensity 
for plutderand spoliation, by appropriating to themselves all that could 
be foundin thetreasurv andstablesofthe fugitiveSuliman: whileSultaii 
Mahonuned, punctually advised of these unexpected events, returned 
without delay to liainadaun, and was immediately restored to his 
authority. 

Nevertheless, some time afterwards, Siiliman Shah had collected 
sullicient strength to issue from his retreat in Mazanderaun; and, with 
the aid of the Khalit’ Mukteffy, and Atal)ek Eyldekez, on the banks of 
the Oras, to give battle to Sultan Mahommed. In this he was finally 
defeated, and compelled to seek for refuge at Mossule. Sultan Ma- 
bommed now conducted his army to Haghdad ; but, in consequence of 
the revolt of his brother Melek Shah, was constrained to relinquish 
his design of reducing that city. He died in Zilhudje of the five hun- 
dred and fifty fourth of the Ilitijerah,* in the thirty second year of hi& 
age, and after an unsettled ami turbulent reign of seven years. He is 
also described to have been an able, wise, and learned prince, and, as 
far as his means enabled him, to have promoted the observance of the 
law, and the honor and welfare of its ministers. 

Sultan Muezz-ud-dein Suliman Shah, the son of Mahommed son 
of Melek Shah, in Hamadauii, and Ir^kk Ajem, &c. 

Quitting his retirement a,t Mossule, S61iman hastened to Hamadaun 
^nlheformer Uebbeiaoftheyear five hundred and fifty five,f and With the 
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of JLr^k* Iji order to the wishes iof Ajtahek £^dekQ 2 * he had 

consented to jaomuiBte the step'^oa of that ohieiftaiii* Melek tikalait* 
as his successor :in the royal autjuirity ; but, ’through tjie suggestions 
of £).zz-ud-dein Keymaur, and Nansser-ud>dein Auksunkur, £oi;miiig 
some desjign against.tbe person of Vi Mouffek, .(probably Mhstanjer 
or Mbstnojidj for that was thenameofthe reigning iChalif) the intention 
became known to that Khalif; who dispatched a message to uiforiu 
theAtabek that it was expedient to>est»b.U 8 ih Mdek Arsdan iu the«o» 
v^eign au.thority, without further delay. Ataibek Eyldekez was 
wrought -upon, without much iVifIculty, to coincide in this measure* 
and proceeded to.conducthis ward fromTebneiz, immediately towards 
Hamadaun. ^lUiman $liah, devoted to wine and women, gawe him- 
Sjelfin the mean time but little concern about -the arrangements of his 
government; and the greater part of the nobles withdrawing from bis 
conrt in consequence, a conspiracy w.as formed to seize his person >■ 
w'hich was carried into execution, as soonas Miilek Arslan and the Ata* 
bek* were arrived in the vicinity of Hamadaun, towardsthe conclusion 
of Ramzaun of this year.* The deposedSultivu wasconiinedtotbccastle 
or citadel of the metcopedis, after a short reign od' six mouths and a 
few days ; and he dted iu his prison shortly afterwards at the age of 
forty five. 

Sultan Rokken-udn^lein AiRSLAN the sonofToghrcl, in Hamadaun* 
Irak Ajem, ^c. 

Immediately on hisarrival at Tfamadaun, this prince was eonfirmed 
in the aovereign authority by tbte concurrent voice of his several 
Ameif s ; and be gave to the world, according to our au thor, both by the 
splendor of his power, and the justice of his government, a course of 
prosperity to which for some time it had been a stranger, i-le was 
however summoned at the <P) 9 mmeneeBieat of hie reign Co oppose the 
rebellion ni' Rzz-ud'vdein Keymaur the governor of isfohaun, and 
Hussaum>ud>dein fvynnunje, Eynaunteb, governor of Rey ; wiio 
had proclaimed hlnbogifWaed the son of hehfik Shafa, and werondvanc- 
ipg towards Uamndaun* Ia Iho «eighborhood ot' Kazvein (Cnsbin) 

»f SrptfMskfr, 
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tliey were rtiet, and entirely defeated by Sfiltan Arslan, Mfilek Mahom- A. H. 555-6S. 
med flying towards Khuizistaun, and Keymaur and Eynaunje towards A. D. iico-S B. 
Rey and Mazanderaun. About the same period the province of Klioluussuf 
Azerbayjaun was menaced with an invasion from the prince of En- 
jauz, a confirmed and profligate infidel,* which the Sfiltan hastened 
w'ithout delay to repel. In a dreadful battle which took place not 
far from the fortress of Kauk, the advocates of Islam were deci- 
sively triumphant: after which Sultan Arslan repaired to Kazvein, 
and having made himself master, sword in hand, of a fortress erected in 
the neighborhood of that place by the Issmauilians of Almowut, he 
le velled it with the ground. 

Towardsthe conclusion ofnvehiindred and fifty nine, fSaltan Arslan 
proceeded towards Isfahaun ; where being joined by Atabek Zungui 
the S'-lglsn.in, h»- conferred upon that chief the government ofSheirauz 
and h'arss. Eynaunje was formerly stated to have fled into Mazan- 
der mu. lie rep iired finally to the court of the king of Khaurezm ; 
an.! having proeui’ed the assistance of that monarch, he returned in the 
fi' e l!u;i(iii il and sixty fii-st ot' the llidjerah, into Persian Irak, where 
he eoiniuit ted great (‘iiorui 1 ties, part ieulailv in the territories adjoining to 
K;.zvein uimI Ehlu r : hut Sultan Arslan, aecoinpanied by the Atabek 
Evhlek‘'Z. hastening to cliastist* the inroad, Evnatjnje again r -tired into 
Mazanderaun. In the five hundred and si.xty tliirdj ol the llidjerah, 
however, he once moi'e entert-d the province of Rev ; and succeeded in 
d ‘fearing Nussrut-ud-dein Mahoinmed the son of Eyldckcz, the Sul- 
t;.i.’s half brother, ernplovi'd against him on this occasion. Atab< Ic 
Iv,hlek‘Z was then dispatched in person to rei>el the invader; with 
whom he found it exju'dieut, nevertheless, to conclude atreaty of pe-aco, 
b\ w hich it was stipulated, that Eynaunje should accompany the Ata- 
bik to the preseiiccof>ii!tati .\ibian. It was however so contrived, that 
the very night preceding the int<‘nded interview, Eynaunje should 
have been put to death in his own encampment, while no one was ever 
tliscovert'd, to whom the fact could be ascribed. The Sult-an on in- 
telligence of what h-ad happened, conferred the government of Rey, 

• We have not been able to tlie country of ibis ptiucc. 
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A. M. 583-11. Upon Viis moternal half brother Mahommed the son of Eyldekez, tfn- 
A. D. 1108 75. titled Ja/ta«nPe/*€/ica«M— the peerless knight of the world ; who soon 
afterwards married one of the daughters of Eynaunje, by whom he 
became the father of Kutldgh Eynaunje, destined to be the principal 
instrument in the subversion of the power ofthe race of Seljuk in Irkk. 

In the five hundred and sixty eighth* of the Hidjerah, died the mo- 
ther of Sultan Arslan, who had been long married to Atabek Eyldekez ; 
a female than whom, according to onr author, from the united testi- 
mony of every historian ofthe age in which she lived, wljether in piety, 
sincere devotion, modesty, or zeal in promoting the happiness of her 
people, none more distinguished was ever nursed in the cradle of the 
illustriousgreat. Her husband followed to the grave at the expiration 
of one month ; and Sultan Arslan now added the dignities vacated by 
his death, to the honors and appointments already enjoyed by his son 
Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahommed. The Sultan was, however, so deeply 
affected by the loss of his mother, and stepfather, that he does not ap- 
pear at any time to have thoroughly recovered frojn the shock. He 
died in the latter Jummaudy of the five hundred and seventy first ofthe 
Hidjerah, at the age of forty three, and after a splendid reign of fifteen 
years eight months and some days. He is described to have been a 
monarch of singular clemency, forbearance, anti liberality ; but posses- 
sing too elevated amind to examine with sufticientminutenessinto the 
management of his finances, he unintentionally connived at abuses ; 
for, either discrediting, or banishing from his recollet tion, the crimes 
and offences of delinquents, he suffered them to experience no change, 
or diminution in his bounty, in any shape. It is lastly to his praise 
alleged, that in the very delirium of mirth and fi siivity, neither from 
himself nor from his attendants, did he ever suffer the languag-j of ob- 
scenityon any occasion to escape. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Togmrel the son of Arslan, last monarch 
of the Irkkian branch of the race of Seljtik. 

Succeeding to the sovereign authority, on the death of his father, 
Toghrel committed the affairs of his government to the entire 
' coutroul and discretion of his uncle, Jahaun Pehelwaun Alahomined 
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tfcfr son of'EyWekez. At tlie commencement offiis reign, he was suc- 
cessively employed to repel an invasion of Azerbayjaun on the part 
of the infidel prince of Enjauz, formerly noticed, and to suppress an 
insurrection in favor of his uncle Mahommed the son of Toghrel, who 
was advancing against Persian Irhk. In both cases, under the direc- 
tion of the minister Jahaun Pfehelwaun Mahommed, and his brother 
Kuzzul Arslan, his arms were triumphant. 

In a former part of his work, the author has noted from oriental wri-. 
ters, that a conjunction of the seven planets in aquarius, took place at 
the period of the deluge ; such a remarkable conjunction is now stated 
to have also occurred, in the third degree of/i^»ra, during the five hun- 
dred and eighty first of the llidjerah*, the tenth year of the reign of 
Sultan 1'oghrel. From this rare phenomenon, the astrologers ventured 
to predict that the world was about to be visited by a general and tre- 
mendous liurricane, which, in the course of the year, should not only 
sweep away, and annihilate every structureerected by the hand of man, 
but rear uft the very mountains from their foundations. In-this opinion 
the philosopher Anwary is said to have been more pertinacious than 
the whole ol his l>rethren ; and the peoyde, in many parts of the em- 
pire, proeeeded in eouso<|uenee of the alarming reports which prevailed, 
to provide for themselves caverns in the bowels of the earth ; in order to 
secure tliemsidves, if |>ossilile, against the aw'fn I impending visitation. 
It happened, however, hv God’s merciful providence, that at the period 
predicted fur the occurrence of this tremendous calamity, there should 
not have arisen oven as much wind, as was sufficient to enable the pea- 
sant to separate the chaff from liis corn. Nevertheless, although in 
one respect the astrologers miglit have been deceived in their prognos- 
tications, it was in the course of this year that the irn'sistihle Jentrueh 
became the sole sovereign of the different tribes of his own nation ; 
and true it is, tliat before the termination of his eventful and over- 
whelming career, such a tempest w as produced, in the moral world, by 
the exterminating fury of that dreadful scourge, as to have almost an- 
mbiialed the jrowers of Asia, that stood in the way of his vengeance. 
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A. H. 501 - 08 . On the death ofJahaun Pehelwaun Mahamme 1 in the course of tb^ 

A. p; 11B5-J2, y 0 ar, his brother, the Atabck Kuzziil Arslan, succeeded to thegovern- 
u/akhbauT of Azerbayjaun ; but some evil disposed persons having created 

a jealousy between him and Sultan Toglirel, that poweruil chieftain, a 
short timeaftervvards, quitted Tebreiz and advanced towards Hamadaun; 
which the Sultan, unprepared for resistance, suddenly abandoned at 
his approach. Kuzznl Arslan entered Ilamadaun without opposition ; 
but returning into Azerbayjaun at the expirationpfa few days, Sultan 
Toghrel was permitted to repossess himself of his capital. The disaf- 
fected Ameirsof Irak under the influence of Kiuziil Arslan, sending 
however to announce to him that they sine rely regrcttjd, and we, re 
ashamed of their recent tiisloyal proceedings, and that they were hast- 
ening to his presence^ to make him every suitable apolo^jy lor their 
misconduct, the Sfiltaii sufTered hiiiiseli to be fl ittered by these insidi- 
ous prolessions of returning duty ; and informed them in reply, that 
he should meet them the following day, on the Meydaiin-t*-kui baiizy, 
or goff course, in the m ighliorhood, and give them an opportunity of 
renewing their engagements, Uucoiisi'ious of evil the Sultan pros 
ccedtd the next day accordingly, to the plact^ ofappointmeiit ; and tluis ‘ 
furnished to tlie Anieirs an op[)ortunity, of wiiich they immediately 
avail(*d themselvt‘s, to carry their treacherous (h signs into execution, 
by seizing his person, and conveMiighiin to a prison in the fortn*ssof 
Alan, orAleiijek. K uzziil A rsl in njxm this again came to Ilamadaun, 
proposing to vest the sovcreign*^y of Irak in Suiijur the son of Sulimaii 
Shah ; but an agent from Baghdad arriving at this very conjuncture, with 
a message from the Klialif (l lNasser) urging it as expcdiint that the 
Atabek should Inmself assume the sovereign povAer, Kuzzul Arslan 
received the proposal with exultation; and declaring himself in pos- 
session of the monarchy, proceeded, without further delay, to stamp 
the coinage, and exercise, in Ids own name, the other functions of 
royalty. Fakher-ud-dem Kutlugh, and the other Ameirs, conceiving 
lioviever that they had claims of their own, an hundred fold superior 
to any that he could pretend lo advance, though the uncle of thmr 
degradetl sovt^reigp, were littledisposed to submit to this assumption of 
autJiority ; and they contrived accordingly, in the course of tliesame 



981 

Ahort werk, to put Kiizzul Arslan to death, and to divide the provin- k . h. ssa-o*. 
ces of Ir&k between themselves. A. I) 

Inthemean time, through theassistanceofllussaum-ud-dein, Sepah- Kliouu».ui- 
salaur,and olherloyaladherf nts, SultanToghrel had succeeded in effect- **^‘**‘^***‘“'^* 
iug his escapefrom impris<^ nment ; and assembling a powerful body of 
troops, hastened to aveng(> himself on his rebellious subjects. In the 
neighborhood of Kazvein he brought them to a battle, in which, after 
an obstinate conflict, the rebel chiefs met the reward of their guilt ; 
and the fortune of an illustrious monarch once more resumed its pre- 
pondf ranee. 

On the death of Atahek ^lahommed, the Sdltan had, it appears, mar- 
ried his widow, the mother of Kutl ugh Eyn.uinje;and this lady, wrought 
upon by the importunities, or suggestions of her son, had formed, in 
the course, of the five hundred ami eighty eighth of thellidjerah,* the 
design of destroying her royal consort, by introducing a poisonous 
inixturi- into bis lemonade. Sultan Toglirel beeo.iiing, however, by 
stniic tueai.s or other apprized of her design, the traitress was justly 
eoi\demm-(l toswallow the drauglit, which she had prepared for another. 

Kiillugh L-ynaunje escai)edwith a shortimprisonment, uiter which he 
was pardoned for his erimes,and set at large. 

Such however was the innate depravity, and hardened malignity of 
this man, tliat it prompted him, notwithstanding, to enter into a corr.‘S- 
j»ondonce with .\lla-ud-dein I'likkesh, king of Khaure/in ; whom he 
immerliately invitc'd to the eompiest of Irak. Th - Khanrezmi in ac- 
cepted tiic invitation without difticultv, and marching into Irak was 
very punctually joined hv the rehel ; but having eontimie-l for some 
time in the territory of Ilev, and reduced the fortress of Tabirek, he 
withdrew into his own doiuiiiioiis, leaving the e ire oftb “r‘C.ait c >ii- 
c]ueststooneofhiscaptains,ofthenaineofTemgh inie. Sultm Foghr 1 
at the head of his troops advanced, however, in tlu* course of the five 
hundred and eighty ninth of the llidjerah towards Iley ; ami havi ig 
recaptured Tabarek, and seizeil the person of Temghauje, he caused 
that commander to sufl’er death. 

In Mohurrim of the year following, the five hundred and ninetieth 
of the Ilidjeraht Kutlugh Eynauiije again invaded Irak with a great 

t Jauuai\,A. D. ilp4. 


• A. D. iiys. 



A. H. 690. 
A. p. Ii94. 

Kh o l au ggwt- 

id'aMibaur. 



anny« under the authority of die king of Kbaurezm : bat being 
posed near Rey by Siiltan Toghrel, he was totally defeated by thsP 
monarch, and compelled te return with disgrace and losstowrurds Kbau- 
rezm. The Sdltan now gave a loose to festivity, and in the ancient 
metropolisof Rey totally resignedhimselftohispleasuresttohispropen- 
sities for wine and women ; neither was he to be awakened from hie 
delirium of debauch, by the reports continually repeated to him, of the 
approach of Sultan Alllk-ud-deinTukkesh, with a fresh army of Khau- 
rezmians. In these sensual excesses, to the entire neglect of his affairs 
the Sultan persisted in devoting himself, “from dusk to dawn, andfrona 
**dawn to dusk,” until his Ameirs, wearied out and disgusted with 
the fatuity which seemed to have chaced away the understanding of 
their sovereign, at last dispatched a message to hasten the advance 
of his enemies. The Khaurczmian accelerated his approach accord- 
ingly, and by forced marches unexpectedly presented himself in the 
outskirts of Rey. 

Sultan Toghrel proceeded, however, without delay to give him battle ; 
and in the latter Rebheia of the year five hundred and ninety,* tlie 
two monarchs met on this occasion, to decide their quarrel and the fate 
of iriik. Not less from the pride aud confidence of youth, than from the 
etfervescence ofwine, by which he had been rendered insensible to dan- 
ger, the Sultan is said on that day, on recognizing Uie person of Kut- 
lugh Eynaunje, to have spurred his horse towards him, repeating these 
lines from tlie Sh(ih-u&inah of Ferdflssy. “ When the dust arose whicli- 
“attended the march of mine enemies — when the cheeks ofiny bravest 
“ warriors turned pale with aflright — 1 raised on high my single 
“stroked (ponderous) mace — left my soldiers in their stations, far be- 
“liind — and lifting myselfon my saddle seat, uttered so fearful ashout— > 
“ that the solid earth trembled beneath my feet, like amill wheel.^* The 
senses of the unhappy monarch were, however, so completely steeped 
in wine, that in plying Iris mace, he struck his own horse on the tore 
legs, w'hich brought the animal and his rider to the ground ; in which 
situation Kfitli^gh Eynaunje, immediately coming up, dispatched hupi 
with a single stroke of his scimitar. 
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tiiui, inthe’twcntietli year of the teign ofSiWtanToghTd, and after A. H. 6M/ 
-khadaubaisited foralioutone hundred and fifty five years, terminated 
Ahe power of the house .of Selj 6 k in Ir 6 k ; underamonarch whois never- *^j'’‘*j|^^**”*^* 
thelessd'escrihed to have surpassed in the elegance of his person, and 
in the felicity of his disposition ; in his zeal for the encouragement of 
virtue, and in bis abhorrence of vice ; who is alleged to have been dis- 
tinguished beyond the most illustrious of his race, for the benevolence 
of his manners, and for the vivacity and acuteness of his genius ; as 
an illustration of which, the author has furnished us with a tetrastich 
ascribed to him, of which the following is the sense. 

“In this poor w'orld how vainly we strut and fume. — We eat, w'c 
“ drink, forgetful of the fate of our ancestors (perhaps of tlie oc -an of 
“eternity). — Nor w’ealth, nor family, nor lands, can permanently be 
“ours. — If then life itself must terminate, say let not ought survive.” 

Of the second branch of the race ofSeljuk, which w^as settled in 


the govennueut ot Kermaun, the account wdiich we derive from our 
author shall be comprized in a few brief passages; and this, without 
fu rther preliminary, w’e shall proceed to submit to the indulgent reader. ^ jj 4,33-05 
The first of this series of princes was Kaw'erd, orKadrfi, or Kaclrid, a. U. i 04 l- 72 . 
it is impossible to determine exactly which, the son ofTchegher Beg; 

■who became lieutenant of Kermaun under the authority of his uncle 


Toghrel Beg, in the lour hundred and thirty third of the Hidjerah, 
and who in the year four hundred and fifty five, acquired the further 
possession of the province ofb’arss ; but uutbrtunately entering into a 
war with his nephew, the illustrious Melek Shah, he was defeated 
and taken i)risoner, in the course of the four hundred and sixty-fi.th 
of the Hidjerah; anti died by poison, after holding his government for 
a period of two and thirty vt'ars. 

Su LTA N Sii A li, the son of Kaword, second of the Kermaunian Selju- 
cides, succeeded by direction of hiscouzin german, on the death of his 
father, and continued in the government until the four hundred and 
seventy seventh of the Hidjerah, when he died, according to the state- 
ment of the 1 ’arikh guzeidah, after a reign of ten years ; from which 
it might appear, that it req«iired some d liberation with Melek Shah* 
before he restored to him the possessions of his lather. 
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Turak Shah the son of Kawerd, third of the Kermaunian branch 
of the race of Seljuk, succeeded to his brother; and distinguished a 
reign of thirteen years by his uniform justice, and by numerous mon* 
uments of piety and benevolence, which he erected in various parts 
of bis dominions.. lie died in the four hundred and eighty ninth of 
the Hidjerah. 

Ira s SiiAH, fourth of the Kermaunian branch, was the son of the 
preceding prince.; but unlike him, devoting his |K)wer to every spe- 
cies of debauchery and vice, of oppression and violence, the Ker- 
mauuians ultimately spurned at his authority ; and in the four hundred 
and ninety fourth of the Hidjerah put him to death, after a reign of 
five years. 

Arslax Shah the son of Kerman Shah, fifth of this branch of 
the race of Seljuk, was the coiizin german of the former monarch, 
through dread of whose cruelty he had l>een compelled to reshle for 
some time in the family of a shoemaker; hiitheing raised to the sovi-r- 
eigu authority, through the coucurreuee of the Kermiuniiiiii chiefs, on 
the death of Iran .Shah, he enjoyed a very jirosperous and protracted 
reign of two and forty years. 

Melek Moghevth-ud-dein Maiiommed the son of Arslan Shah, 
sixth of the Kermanniun branch, succ«‘eded to the government, alanit 
the five hundred and thirty .sixth of the Hidjerah, on the <L--ith of his 
father, lie conceived it expedient, in order to secure his authority, 
to destroy the sight ofsomeof his hrotlxirs, and put otheis of them to 
death. In other respects his attention appears to liave been particu- 
larly devoted to the study of astronomy, and to tiie encouragement of 
sacred architecture. He died in the five hundred and fiity first of the 
Hidje rah, aftcra reign of lourteeu years. 

Mohey-ud-deifi Toghrel the sou of .Malmmmcd, seventh of the Ker- 
mauiiiaij branch, succeeded to his father, and di«'d in the five hundred 
and sixty third of the Hidjerah, after a reiguof twelve years. On ttie 
death of this prince, a contest lortlie government ensued between Uis 
three sons, Ui/irant Shah, ArxUtn ShaU, and Tiirkun whicb 

was prosicuted with alternate tortuno for a period of twenty years ; 
each of the rival princes taking possession of the tiiroiie in turn, as 
the issue was tavorauie to his claims. These distractions produced ia 



the state of Kermatin, and its inhabitants, everyspecies of anarchy and 
distress ; and prepared the way for the total subversion of power, which 
shortly afterwards took place. 

Mahomm£d SiiAH the son of Behram Shah, last of the Kermaun- 
ian Seljucides, ascended the tottering tlirone of Kermaun on the death 
of his father and uncles ; but being immediately assailed by an insur- 
rection set on foot against his authority by Mhbaurck Shah, another 
prince of the race of Seljflk, he retired for assistance to the dominions 
of Sultan Toghrel the son of Arslan; by whom he was enabled to re- 
enter his country in triumph, Mubaurek Shah withdrawing precipi- 
tately into the territory of Ghour. On the authority of the Tarikh 
guzeidah. it is at the same time related, that in the five hundred and 
efglity tliird of the Ilidjcrah, the province of Kermaun was finally 
sul)jiic:atedl)y Melek Dinaur, one of the chiefs oftheGhuzzi; by whom 
llie power of the, Kaw'erdians, or Kadriiians, was thus totally extin- 
guislied, after it had subsisted, as it would appear, for about one hun- 
dre<l and fifty years. 

1'lie tliird uraueh ofthe race of Seljuk was destined to the sovereignty 
of the rieli peninsula of .\.sia minor, or Anatolia, or ilii.n,* as denomi- 
n ited !)\ the orientals ; and of tins the first monarch is stated, on the 
authority of the same Tarikh giizeidah, to liave been Suliman the 
son of Knttnimesli, son of Issraeilson ofS'djiik ; formerly described to 
have been invested with the monarchy of that noble jirovince, by his 
magiiifu’ent kinsman, the illustrious .Melek Shah; when that prince, 
as it is alleged, found on the ileatli of his recent captive, the emperor 
oft'oiistuiitiii ople, that he had left no issue qualified tosucceed him. 
It must he hero repealed, that tlic Persian historian every vvliero ascribes 
t<i ,>l< lrk Shall, the triumphs over the emperor lloinan us allotted to liis 
father .\tep -Vrslaii, h\ the Latin and Greek writers. Be that, however, 
as It miv, Sultan Sulnnau estalilished his authority in the noble terri- 
tory thus assi;.;ued him, iii the four hundred and eightieth year ofthe 
llkijerau, the si.xth of tlie emperor Alexius (.'omiieuus. His reign 

^ The i^elj'jkian kingdom of liuiii is cIpni ribecl as extending from llio Eu'^lirates to Con- 
slanliiiople, ami from liic Luxiae to tlie etiiilines of Syria; thirt\ days journey in lenuTh^ 
and in hreaddi helwt cn llieiot ks <d Lyeiiicind theEuxine, ahoul ton or liffi*en <ia\s. Nice 
tin* nu*iroj) *li' of IJit'nuia was elioseii for the ci .iitai. Vide Uii^bou’d iloman empire, 
\ ol. X. p. p. 372, 3vo. ciiiUoii. 
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continued for the space of twenty years, from that time to the period 
of his death in the five hundredth of the Hidjerah. 

Ktlidje, or Guilitch Arslan the son of Siiliman, second of the 
Anatolian, or Rfimian Se^ucides, succeeded to his father, and conti. 
nued to reign for a period of eighteen years, to the five hundred and 
eigliteenth of the Hidjerah, when he died. It was during the reign of 
this prince, that his capital of Nice, in Bithynia, was besieged by the 
crusaders under Bohemund, Tancred, and Duke Robert of Normandy ; 
and would havefallen to thosewarlike adventurers, but for the intrigues 
of Alexius the emperor, who took possession for himself. 

Sultan MussAor D the son of Suliman, third of the Anatolian Sel> 
jucides, ascended the throne on the death of his brother; and died in 
five hundred and thirty eight, after a reign of one and twenty years.* 
Sultan Mitssaoud the second, the son of the preceding, and fourth 
of the Anatolian branch, enjoyed a splendid reign of fifteen years from 
the demise of his father; and died in the five hundred and fifty eighth 
of the Hidjerah f 

Kili dj e Arsi.ax the second, son of Miissaoud,fifthof this branch of 
the race of Seljiik, succeeded to his father; reduced the city of Mala- 
tiah, and died in the five hundred and sixty eighth of the Hidjerah, J 
after a reign often years. On the death of this prince the sucivssiou 
was dis])uted by his two sons, Suliman and Key Khossrou ; but the 
contest, after a sanguinary struggle of about ten years, ultimately ter- 
minatiugin favor of the former. Key Khossrou submitted to his ilCstiuy. 

Rokken ud-deiii Sulim A N the second, son of Kilidje Arslan, sixth 
of the Anatolian branch, reigned for a period of four and twenty } ears, 
and died in the six hundred atid second of the Hidjerah § 

(iHEYA UTH-un-DEiN Key Khossrou tlic SOU ofKiluije Arslan, 
seventh of the Anati.'lian branch. 

A nephew of this prince, the son of the former monareh, succeeded 
for a short time, under the title ofEzz-ud-dein Kilidje Arslan; but be- 
ing a minor w'as opposed in his authority' by his uncle, who made him 
a prisoner, and confined him to one of his castles. Key Khossrou th-n 
assumed the sovereign power to himself, and retained it until the six 
hundred and ninth of the Hidjerith,]] when lieperisind in a battle with 
the iufidels~-the crusaders so stigmatized by the oriental historians* 
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£z2.tid-dein Key Kawus the son of Key Khossrou, eighth of the 
Anatolian Seljucides, succeeded to his father ; but died of a disorder 
in his loins, after a short reign of twelve months. 

AllSt-ud-dein Keykobaud the son of Key Khossrou, ninth of the 
Anatolian branch, succeeded to his brother, and was esteemed the 
ablest and most accomplished monarch of his family. He was several 
times engaged in battle against the brave, but unfortunate, Si^ltan Jul- 
laul-ud-dein Meineg Burny, or Mengberni,theKhaurezmian, in which 
he was for the greater part victorious ; but when he had continued to 
reign fora period of six and twenty years, he was at last poisoned by 
the direction of his own son Key Khossrou, in the six hundred and 
thirty sixth of the Hidjorah.* 

Ciheyauth-ud-deiii Key Khossrou the second, the son of Key Ko- 
baud, tenth of the Anatolian branch. 

When this parricide had been suffered to reign fora period of about 
eight years, his country was invaded by the Moghuls ; by whom he was 
decisively defeated, lie did not long survive his discomfiture, as he 
appears to have exchanged his ill-gotten power for the grave, in the six 
hLindr(‘d and forty fourth of the Hidjerah.f 

Rokken-ud-dein Suliman the third, the son of Key Khossrou^ 
eleventh ol the Anatolian branch. 

Having secured the diadem of his predecessors, his brother Alla-ud- 
deiii Key Kobaud was disjiatcbed by Suliman, as his agent to the court 
of Hiilauku Khaun ; with whom, having successfully terminated the 
mission on which lu had beiai I'lnployed, that prince was on his return 
to RAin, of which the capital w as at this period jirobably Iconium, or 
Cogiii; wlien,his uii^rateUil lirother, suspecting that he had views to su- 
ptTsede him in his powt'V, suliorned a person to poison him. After a 
n ign of twenty years he was himself condemned to a similar fate by 
At 5ka Khaim, in the six hundred and sixty fourtli of the Ilidjerah.J 

Key Khossrou the third the sou of Suliman, twelfth of the Anato- 
lian branch, succeeded to his lather, while a minor ; the administration 
of his government was placed, however, by Abaka Khaun, in the hands 
of Khaujah Mueyun- ud-dein I^irwaunah (the moth) the Kaushian, who 
married the mother ol the young [irincc. Key Khossrou continued in 
the nominal sovereignty, until the six uundred and eighty second § of 
* A, D. ASai). t A. n. 12 IB. § 12U3. 
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the Hidjerah ; when, after a reign of eighteen years, he was put to death 
in Azerbayjaun, by direction of Sultan Ahmed Khaun. 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Mussaoud the third, the son of Key Kawus, 
thirteenth of the Anatolian branch, was sent to thcgoverninentof RAra, 
now no longer’an independent sovereignty, under the authority of 
Arghan Khaun. He died in the six hundred and ninety seventh of 
the Hidjerah, when his nephew Key Kobaud the son ofFeraumerz, 
under the auspices of Ghazan Khaun, became the fourteenth and last 
of this branch of the race of Seljek. For, not long after liis acces- 
sion, entering into designs hostile to the authority of that monarch, 
either real or pretended, a force was dispatched into Anatolia ; by 
which, about the six hundred and ninety eighth of the Hidjerah, 
the power of the family was finally extinguished : none of the race of 
Scljuk, subsequent to that period, being admitted to govern the country. 
From otherauthorities*vvelcarn,that in the course of the 1999th ofthe 
Christian ttra, they were succeeded bv another race of Turks, the sub- 
sequent mastersofConstantinople; of whom the founder was Osman or 
Othnian the sou of Orthogrul, probably Oiirtoghrel, on whose esta- 
blishment, it would be foreign to the design of these pages toexj)atiate. 

it becomes, how ever, in this place incumbenton the author to apolo- 
gize for an inadverttncy,ofsome magnitude, in the second page of the 
preface to the first volume ; where it will be observed that the Otto- 
mans are spoken of, as it they w'ere to be identified with the Anatolian, 
or Kuiuiau heljiicidcs, from whom, as w'e have just seen, they must be 
considered as entirely distinct. The sheet was indeed scarcely out 
oi the press, belbre the inaccuracy ot the term w'as discoverv'd, however 
too late for correction. If the candid n^ader will substitute, “0//i- 
ntanlu, or Turks of the house of Othinan’ for “Olluuaulu or Ottoman 
3eljuciUes” the passage w ill be unexceptionable. 

* Oibuuu’i) Uouiuu empire. 
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CHAP. IX. 

W ITH the ordinary brevity of the original, our narrative will next 
be employed to describe the principal events that distinguished 
the government of the Khaurezm Sh^hies, or monarchs of Khaurezm; 
whose elevation, decline, and extinction, without further preliminary, 
it becomes our business now to examine. 

The great ancestor of the princes of this race, then, according to 
the generality of historians, is stated to have been Noushteguin, or 
KousliU ki'in Ghirjab, a slave of Turki.sli extraction, originally the pro- 
perty of Belgatekein ; but being promoted to the office of cupl)earer, 
or l)utl(‘r, to Melek Shah the Seljukian, an office to which the reven- 
Ui s of the province of Khaurezm were then attached, Noushtekein, as 
form(‘rly noticed, was invested by that monarch with the government 
o^'ilie same province ; which on his di alh was bestowed, with additional 
honors and preferments, on his eldest son Kutb-ud-dein Mahouuned, 
a prince of extraordinary endowments and ability. 

Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Noushtekein, first of the 
Khaurezm Shuhies, or kings of Khaurezm. 

During the reign of Sultan Burguiauriig, in the four hundred and 
ninety first of the IJidjerah, while Sultan Sunjiir was yet governor of 
Khorassaun, Kutb-iid-dein Mahommed hoca ne sovt*reign of Khau- 
rezm, with the title of Khaurezm Shah ; a dignity which he sustaiiu*d 
with singular splendor and success, for a period of thirty years; conti- 
nuing, nevertheless, year alter year, alternately with his sou Atseiz, to 
attend thecourt of the Seljukian monarch. Phe whole period of his 
government is, indeed, reiiresented to have been distinguish-^d by an 
C’Xt mplary course of service to the monarchs ot that race, against whom 
he never in any instance suffered the slightest sentiment of hostility, 
or disaffection, to enter his breast. He died in the five huintred and 
tw emty first of the Hidjerah, and was a liberal patron of Icanuiig and 
learned men. 
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Atseiz the son of Mahommed, second of the Ithaurezm Shahidit 

S.ucceeding to the government on the death of his father, this prince 
like him persevered in his attachment to the house ofSeljAk ; to the 
reigning representative of which, Sultan Sunjur, he is also said to have 
rendered the most important services. But, being in consequence of 
these services admitted to adegree offavor withthat monarch, far beyond 
his compeers, the jealousy of the other courtiers was at last excited ; and 
they combined to expel him from the presence of their master. Atseiz, 
discovering however the malignant designs of his enemies, determined 
to anticipate them, and obtained the permission of the S61tan to with- 
draw into Khaurezm ; on which occasion it is said that the monarch, 
on taking leave of his feudatory, should have observed, that this was a 
bolt from his bows w^hich he was never likely to see again ; and the 
courtiers demanding the motive of their sovereign, for thus dismissing 
him to his province, with such a conviction on his mind, Sultan Siin- 
jur confessed, that the services of Atseiz were so great and so faithful, 
that the slightest violence on his part, was not to be justilied by any 
principle of good faith or generosity. 

Not long after he arrived in Khaurezm, Atseiz, as appears to have 
been foreseen, began to exhibit those proofs of an ambitious and refrac- 
tory disposition, which led to his undisguised and hnai rebellion; on 
which, in the five hundred and thirty third of the llidjerah,* Sultan 
Sunjur proceeded with his troops into that province. Atsf*iz was, on 
this occasion, entirely defeated, and expelled the country, and his son 
Eyl Kfltlugh was taken prisoner and put to death by the Sfiitan ; by 
whom the government was now transferred to his own brother, Suli- 
man Shah ; after which withoutsuspicionoffuture mischief lie returned 
into Irak. On the departure of Sultan Sunjur, however, Atseiz em- 
braced the opportunity to re-enter Khaurezm ; and Suliinau, being by 
some failure or other unprepared for resistance, immediately evacuated 
the country to join his brother. On this, .‘\tseiz openly proclaimed bis 
independence of all Ibreign authority ; and procoi-ded to prosecute his 
designs against the power of the house of Seljhk, with increasing ani- 
mosity and inveteracy. 

In the five hundred and thirty eighth of tlie Hidjcraht Sflltan Sunjur 
again entered Khaurezm, where he besieged his rebellious feudatory in 

•A.U. im. tA.D. ii«}. 



file 'Capital of the same name. When he had, however, reduced it to the 
pointof submission, he was prevailed upon by the intreaties, the prayers 
of Atseiz, supported by some well-timed and costly presents, to grant 
him terms of pardon and oblivion; and to leave him still in possession 
of his government, in defiance of every maxim of ordinary policy, and 
prudence. Accordingly, the Sultan had no sooner reached his capital 
of Merfi, than he found ample reason to lament his ill-requited indul- 
gence, in the information that reached him, that the prince of Khau- 
rezm had openly resumed his former plans of disobedience and revolt. 
Under such circumstances a person of the name of AzeibSauber, a na- 
tive of Termed, was employed on the part of the Sultan to reclaim him 
to a sense of duty. Atseiz contrived to detain the agent, while he 
dispatched a couple of assassins to Meril, for the purpose of destroying 
his sovereign. The treacherous design became however known to 
Azeib, and. he privately sent to apprize the monarch of his danger. 
Hie assassins were upon tliis discovered and put to death, and the 
faithful agent was condemned for his vigilance to perish in the .leyhnn. 

About four years afterwards, in the five hundred and forty-second 
of the liidjerah, Sultan Sunjur resumed hostilities with the Khaur- 
ezmian; against whom he this time commenced his operations by the 
siege of llazaurasp, the principal frontier town on the side of Khoras- 
saun. On this occasion his bard Anwari, is said to have addressed to 
the Sultan some verses, of which the following may be the sense of the 
concluding lines. “(Jroat monarch, be this day’s effort directed to 
♦•subjugate IJazaurasp ; tomorrow Khaurezm, with one hundred thou- 
“ sand hors<', shallbe thim ;” thisbeingapun upon the word asp, which 
signifies a horse in the Persian, hut a town in the Khaureztni >n 
dialect. llesheid Wetvvaut, a friend of the Khaurezmian’s, on the 
other hand, attached the following couplet to an arrow, and shot it 
into the camp of the Sultan. “Although thine enemy, noble prince, 
“ (addressed to his patron) were possessed of the valour of iliistum ; 
“ he shall not be sufl'ered to appropriate even an ass, from llazaurasp.’* 
The sarcasm conveyed in these few words excited in the Seljukian a 
very violent degree of resentment ; and he declared that the untbrtu- 
nate bard should be cut into seven pieces, the moment he was master 
of the town. Resheid found means, however, when the Suit in’s 
troops were in possession of the place, to interest some oi tiie members 
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A'. H. 64C>47. of the court in his favor; one of whom, at a conveniertt opportunitjeil 
A. D. 1147-52, ventured to intimate to his sovereign that the Wetwaut,* a bird 

diminutive, could illsupport dissection, into so many parts 
as seven ; peradventure, if his highness were not particularly averse 
to it, it might be more convenient to divide him, into two equal and 
similar parts. This species of application had its etfect with the be- 
nevolent Sultan, who sealed the obnoxious poet’s pardon with a smile. 

On the reduction ofHazaurasp the Shltan proceeded to invest the 
capital ; but while he was prosecuting the siege, a devout person, of 
the name of Ahu-poush, repaired to his camp, with overtures towards 
an accommodation on the part of Atseiz; and the proposals being 
again accompanied Avith presents of suitable magnitude and value, it 
was finally agreed that on appearing on the bank of the .feyhAn, and 
prostrating himself to the earth in the presence of his lord paramount* 
the Khaurezraian should be permitted to return unmolested, with 
a general pardon for his multiplied ofTcnces. Atseiz presented him- 
self very punctually on the spot agreed upon ; but insK'ad of the sti- 
pulated prostration, to which his haughty spirit coul.l ill brook to 
submit, he contented himself with a respectful inclination ofthe head, 
be, withoutdismountingfroin his horse; and withoutfurthercereinouy, 
quitted the conference l^efore the Sultan. Alth uigh this was a spe- 
cies of demeanor hut ill suited to the disposition ofthe Seljuki in, he 
was, ho wpA'er, prevailed upon by an excess of lenity and iiidtilgeiice 
to wink at it, and to return to his metropolis of Merh, without exhibit- 
ing any proof of resentment; neither did any further hostilities ever 
after take place between him, and this refractory and powerful vassal. 

In the five hundred and forty-seventh ofthe llidj-rah, the Ivhaur- 
ezmian carried his conquests to the Ciistward ol the Oxus ; where lie- 
made himself master ofthe city of Jund on the Seyhun, and of the 
territory of Soghnauk, or Sagan ic above Otraur. Wiien, in the 
course of the following year, Sultan Sunjur became a captive in the 
hands of the Ghuzzians, he repaired, however, into Khorassaim to a 
conference with Rokken-ud dein Mahmfid, the sister’s son ofthe 
■Sultan ; with whom he continued for a period of three mouths, arraiig- 

* Tbc Perbian name for a mountain twallow, or martinet. 
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ing in the neighborhood of Nissa, those plans which were conceived 
best calculated to restore the legitimate government. Of these plans 
Saitan Sunjur on his escape trom captivity, failed however to take 
advantage. 

In the early part of the five himdrcd and fifty first of the Hidjerah, 
when confined to the bed of sickness, At.seiz happened to over-hear 
one of his attendants recite a passage of the Koran, adverting to the 
awful crisis of death and dissolution ; which conceivingto prognosticate 
that his disorder would prove fatal, it assumed in consequeuce an un- 
favorable and serious turn, and he died in the latter J ummaudy of the 
same year,* at the age of sixty one. lie had ruled over Khaurezm 
altogether, for a period of nine and twenty years; for sixteen years of 
which, with independent sovereignty ; and he has, at the same time, 
been e(|ually applauded for the inildiress of his disposition, the strength 
of his understanding, and his exquisite learning. 

A YEii. Arsla n the son of Atseiz, third of the Khaurezm Shahies, 
assumed the sovereign authority on the death of his father; and ex- 
tended his dominions by a variety of conquests both in the territory 
beyond the Oxus, and in Khorassaun. Some indications of hosti- 
litv on the part of his brother Suliman, rendered it expedient as a mea- 
sure of self defence, to consign him to perpetual imprisonment. Ayeil 
Arslan died on the nineteenth of the month of Iludjubf of the five 
hundred and sixty seventh of the Hidjerah, after a reign cfneiuly se- 
venteen vears. 

Sultan Shah the son of Ayeil Arslan, fourth of the Khaurezm 
Shahies. 

This prince, in opposition to the prior claims of Tukkesh Khaun, his 
elder brother, succeeded to the throne of the Khaurezmians immedi- 
ately on the death of bis father; the administration of affairs being 
undertaken by his mother Melka Khutun. In the mean time the elder 
brother, who presided in the government of Jund on the SevhCm at 
the period of his father's death, dispatched, on intelligence of that event, 
an agent to demand from Sultan Shah the cession ofa part of theirfather’s 
dominions ; to which, in reply, he received a peremptory refusal, and an 
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A. H. 567-89. intitiaation that the sword alohe must decide their claims. The Sbltcm 
A. D. 1172-93. soon afterwards took the field at the head of a powerful army to anti- 
cipate the designs of his brother. Who iinmediately retirecf for protec- 
tion into K&ra Kh&tay ; the adjoining Tartarian territory, at this period 
under the government ofa female. To this princess, provided through 
her assistance he should be enabled to reduce Khaurezm, Tukkesh 
Khaun engaged to remit from the revenues of that country, an annual 
proportion to a great amount ; and the queen of Kiirl Kh&tay acceding 
to his request, finally dispatched her own husband, to whom the histo- 
rian has assigned the nameof Kerma, wuth a prodigious force, to put the 
fugitive prince in possession of his father’s dominions. The country 
was evacuated on their approach by Sultan Shah, ■who withdrew to 
Neyshapur, in the neighboring province of Khorassaun ; on which, 
in the latter Ilebbeia of the five hundred and sixty eighth of the Ilid- 
jerah, Tukkesh Khaun entered the capital of Khaurezm apparently 
without resistance. A contest, however, continued to he main- 
tained between the two brothers, with unabated ariimosity, for a very 
protracted series of years, Sflitan Shah finding occasional support from 
the surrounding pow'crs ; until about the conclusion of his life, hav- 
ing succeeded in making himself master of some of the principal 
cities of Khorassaun, an accommodation was at last brought ahont 
with Tukkesh Khaun ; who on the death of Ids brother, not long after- 
wards, namely on the thirteenth day of Ramzaun of the five hundred 
and eighty ninth*of the llidjorah, became sole sovereign of the Khau- 


rezmian dominions. 

Tukkesh Khaux the son of Ayeil Arslan, fifth of the Khaurezm 
Shahies. 
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Tukkesh Khaun was proceeding for the last time into Khorassaun, 
at the commencement of tlie year five hundred and eighty nine, to 
chastize the ambitious spirit of his brother, when on his arrival at 
Abiwerd, he received from the governor of Serkhess, subject to the 
authority of Siiltan Shah, a dispatch with overtures of submission. On 
which Tukkesh Khaun hastened his charch ; but before he could pro- 
cure an interview with Sultan Shah, that prince had withdrawn to the 
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mansionsof the dead ;thus leavingthe wholeofK,hcHras8aun,apossession 
no longer disputed, to his more fortunate brother. It was theiutentionof 
the Khaurezmian upon this, to confer the territory of Serkhess and Meru , 
upon his eldest son, Kutbud-dein AXabommed; from which he suf- 
fered himself however to be dissuaded by Alelek Sh^ah a younger son, 
who solicited the government of these places for himself, S41tan Ma- 
hommed beinginvested with thatof Neyshaphr. This,at the expiration 
of a little time, Mahommed also committed to the same brother, re- 
pairing himself to the presence of his father in Khaurezm. 

In the course of the five hundred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah,* in 
consequence of the defeat and death ofTcmghauje, his governor of Rev, 
and of an alleged infraction of treaty on , the part of Sultan Toghrel 
the Seljiikian, Tukkesh Khaun invaded Persian Irak ; and the greater 
part of that powerful province submitting to his authority, on the death 
of tlio S,iiltan as formerly described, he consigned tlie government of 
Isfahann, together witli the controul of all the feudatories dependent 
upon it, to his ally Kutlngh Eynaniije ; the city and territory of Re\' 
being, liowevcr, placed under the authority of his third son Yfincss 
Khaun, with iMeyajek for his Atubek or tutor. Tukkesh Ktiaun re- 
turned to pass tliccold season in Khaurezm ; but iu the course of the 
ensuing spring, engaging in an expedition against Soghnauk, on the 
Seyhhn, the Khaun of the conn try advanced to oppose him; and, either 
through the treachery or cowardice of some of his principal command- 
ers, gave him a total defeat, hy wlvich Ire was compelled to retire 
into Khaurezm, with disgrace and loss. On tlie other hand, Nausser- 
ud-dein Melek Shah, having delegated the government of Ivhorassauii 
to his son Arslan Shah, hastened to join his father; while Sunjur Sliali, 
observing that province dcstituteof its. presiding power, and abandoned 
to the discretion of the turbulent and dkaftected, began to formdesigiis 
subversive of the established authority. But, before he could carry 
those designs into execution, intelligence of his ambitious views 
being conveyed to Tukkesh Khaup, that monarch demanded his pre- 
sence in. Khaurezm, before he could be a\vare that his.plaos had. been 
detected. On his arrival be was immediately deprived ctf sight, and 
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A. II. r>90-03. then imprisoned ; but after a short time he was, at the solicitation of 
A. D. 1194-97. the monarch’s sister, set at large, and every pecuniary advantage res- 
Klioiaussut- tored to him. 

ui-akhbaur. y ijness Khaun heingattacked, about the same period, by a complaint 

in his eyes, and failing of a cure at the metropolis of his government, 
proceeded into Khorassaun, leaving the province of Rey, with the au- 
thority of lieutenant, to the discretion of Mcyajek. Encouraged by 
his absence on this occasion, Mheyud-ud-dein, entitled Eben-ul-Kus- 
saub (thebutcher’sboy) theVezzeir of the Kh&lifUl Nausscr, advanced 
by direction of his sovereign with the design of seizing Irak, while Kut- 
Ifigh Eynaunje, in order to defeat the enterprize, hastened to join Mc- 
yajek, and was unjustly put to death by that chief; his head being 
transmitted to Tukkesh Khaun, n-ith the statement that he had been 
cutoff in consequence of the discovery of some secret views of hosti- 
lity, which hehad been hatchingagainstthcauthority of thelvhaurezin- 
ian. Tukkesh Khaun, although he required no further proof of the 
contumacious disposition of his vassal, thought it advisable for the 
present to dissemble his resentment, and to confine his suspicions to 
his own breast, making the best of his way to the scene of danger. 
The Khalifs general died in the mean time on reaching Merfigaun : 
and the troops of BaghdJld, although they concealed the death of their 
leader, and evinced for some time a disposition at all hazards, to give 
battle to the Khaurezmian, ultimately besought his mercy, or dispersed 
in various directions. Having thus re-established his authority with- 
out much difficulty, Tukkesh Khaun appears to have directed his 
vengeance against the remains of the Khalif’s general, which he caused 
to be torn from the grave, and the head to be struck oft' and conveyed 
into Khaurezm. Then placing one of his grandsons in the government 
oflsfahaun, the Khaurezmian returned to the capital of his hereditary 
dominions. 

Nausser-ud-dein Melek Shah dying in the former Rebbeia, of the 
five hundred and ninety third of the Hidjerah,* his father, at the expir- 
ation of the customary period of mourning, deputed his other son Ma- 
hommedf together with Saud-ud-dein MAss&oud his minister, to take 
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charge of the government of Khorassaun. Towards the close of the II. &ot-90. 
year five hundred and ninety four, the annunciation of independence in A. D. iiu8-i aoo. 
Persian IrSkk, on the part ofMevajek, drew upon him without further Klxiiaussut- 

, • . 1-1 " . . , I ul-akiibaur. 

delay the resentment ot tneKhaurezmian monarch; at whose approach 
the usurper immediately chose to fly. lie fell however into the hands 
of the troops employed to pursue him, although his life was spared at 
the intercession of his brother ; and his punishment remitted to a 
twelve months imprisonment, at the expiration of which he was to 
withdraw toJfind, there to pass the remainder of his days in exile. 

Before he returned into Khaure/.m from this expedition, Tukkesh 
Khaun employed his troops to reduce the fortress of Arslangushai in 
the neighhorliood of Kazvein, belonging to the Ismauili.ins of Al- 
inowut ; which, after a siege of some months, the garrison agreed to 
evacuate, on being allowed to retire to the metropolis of the sect. On 
the attainment of this object, the Khaurezmian, after placing the go- 
vernment of Irak Ajom under the authority of a fourth son, Tauje-ud- 
dcin Ally Shah, withdrew into his hereditary dominions. Thus were 
matters circumstanced when Saud-»id-dein Mussioud, the Vezzeir, 
f lling by the knife of one of the Ismanilians, the resentment of the 
Khaurezmian was afresh awakened at the intelligence ; and his son 
Kutbud-dein Mahommed, subsequent monarch of Khaurezm, received 
his instructions to proceed immediately with a competent force, to at- 
tack and demolish the whole of the castles, and other receptacles of 
these sanguinary zealots, from Tersheiz on the western boundary of 
Khorassaun, to the utmost limits of their country. In conformity 
with his instructions, the ShahzJidah commenced his operations with 
the siege of Tersheiz ; during w'hich his principal standard one day 
being thrown down, in a manner that no person could account for, it 
was immediately considered as an omen that foreboded some serious 
evil ; and accordingly intelligence soon afterwards reached him that his 
father was dead. 

Tukkesh Khaun had been attacked, in the course of the five hun- 
dred and ninety sixth of the Hidjerah, by a quinsey, or inflammation 
in the throat ; but of this, in a little time, his physicians succeeded, 
as they thought, in effecting his cure : and he was on his march from 
Khaurezm to join in the war against the Ismauilians, when, on reach- 
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A. H. 59fr6^. ing the station called the well of the Arabs, he experienced a fi£sh at- 
A. D. 1200-10. of his complaint, which carried, him to his grave at the age of fifty 
^l***IAb ***** *** eventful and splendid reign of eight and twenty years* 

Sidtan Maiiommco the son of Tukkesh Khaun, sixth of the 
Khaurezm Shahies. 


On intelligence of his' fathers’s dissolution, Sfiltan Mahomnied im- 
mediately abandoned the siege ofTcrsheiz; and hastening into Khaur- 
e^m with the celerity of lightning, he was triumphantly conducted 
into the capital, by the nobles and the principal Amcirs of the govern- 
ment ; by whom, on the twentieth of Shavaul of the five hundred and 
ninety sixth of the ilidjerali,* he w'as quietly seated on the throne of 
the Khaurezmians. 


He had, however, been scarcely well settled on his throne, when 
the province of Khorassaun was wrested from him, by the Sultans 
„ „ Ghevauth-ud-dein, and Shuhaub-ud-dein the Ghurians. For the re- 

HOMMEDVUli covory of this important province, Sultan Mahommed engaged in an 
®f Kliaur- arduous and protracted contest with the two brothers, during wliich, 
ezm la lei. n^ostof the actions w'hich took place, he was victorious. On tlie 
subsequent death of both the adverse Shltans, he finally subdued to 
the authority of his exchequer, the greater part of the countries of which 
they had forcibly usurped the possession. 

Towards the commencement of the six hundred and severrth of the 


Jlidjerah, Sultan Mahommed Irad, however, not only reduced the whole 
of Khorassaun, but by far the greater part of the other provinces of the 
l’er,siau empire. The views of the Khaurczuiian, his mind Ix-ing now 
at rest with respect to his conquests westward, were then directed to 
the reduction ofTurkestauu ; and toa war with Gurkhaun, tte monarch 
of Khra Khhtay, or black, or central Tartary. With that design he 
accordingly crossed the Qxus, and invested lipklulra ; of whidi he .soon 
after made hims^df. m?,ster, putting the governor who had recently 
usurped his authority, to the sword. lie proceeded next to Samar- 
kand, and the governor, Sdltan Oth^tap, hastening to meet him, and 
voluntarily enrolling himself ip the list of, hia retainers, be acquired 
]:^ssnssion of tliat city without further obstaple.. Having secured these 
two impqrtaut, acquisitions, Sdltan Mahppamit'd advanced without fur** 

Augn$t, 1200 , 
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ther delay, and in great force towards the territory ofGdrkhaun ; by 
whom an army not less formidable, under Taynkh Terauz, the princi- 
pal minister, and most distinguished general of the empire, was em- 
ployed to oppose the invaders. On one of the Fridays in the former 
llcbbeia, of the-six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah*the Khaurez- 
mians andK^ra Khatayans came to a decisive battle; which terminated 
in the total defeat of the latter, and in the captivity of their general. In 
consequence of this signal victory, the city of Otraur submitted to 
Sultan Mahommed ; who, after taking possession, and placingitincharge 
of an officer in whose fidelity he could confide, returned towards Sa- 
markand, and ultimately into Khaurezm ; where he caused the captive 
general of the Kara Khatayans, who had preceded him, to be put to 
death. 

Not long after this, he received however intelligence that the city 
of Samarkand was closely invested by the Karakhatayans, although the 
garrison, in seventy two conllicts in which they had been engaged 
with their besiegers, were said to have been only once beaten. The 
Sultan proceeded without delay to the relief of that celebrated metro- 
tropolis; and the Karakhatayans, receiving at the same time intelligence 
'"•f his approach, and of the re^•olt of Kushlek,a prince of the royal blood 
of Turkestaun, hastily broke up the siege, and Avithdrew to their own 
country. The Khaurezmian now' encamped near Samarkand ; and was 
employed in augmenting the numbers, and completing the equipments 
of his army, Avhen the agents of Kushlek presented themselves, for the 
purpose of ncgociating an alliance with him ; and a treaty was with- 
out much difficulty concluded on the spot, by which it w'as agreed, 
that if the Khaurezmian succeeded in first subjugating the power 
of the Karakhatayan monarch, the Avholeof the country extending to 
Kashghar and Kiiotcn should he ceded to his authority ; on the con- 
trary, that the whole of the territory westward to the Seyhdn, or river 
of Finauket, should belongto theTartar Siiltan, provided heoutstripped 
his ally in the successful prosecution of the war. Subsequent to the 
ratification of this treaty, tAvo battles were fought between Gdrkhaun 
and Kushlek, in one of Avhich the latter was victorious, in the other 
vanquished. Sultan Mahommed, when bisarrangementsvvere complete, 
next proceeded to attack the Khaun ; but, in the battle which ensued, 

* September, 1210, 
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A. H. 610 11. through a misunderstanding, as far as the passage is intelligible, be- 
A. P. 1218-14. tween the white and blue sects (seffeid, kabud jamaligaun) and some 

principal generals, the army of the SCiltan suffered a 
considerable check. The field being however obscured by an enorm- 
ous cloud of dust, it became impossible to discriminate the victors 
from the vanquished ; and both armies being at the same time struck 
with a panic, immediately fled in different directions. In these 
circumstances, the Khaurezmian, attended by a few of his guards, 
found himself when he least expected it, in the camp of his adversary ; 
but being disguised, according to a practice wdiich it seems he some 
times adopted, in the uniform of the enemy, his person was fortu- 
nately not recognised ; and thus escaping the most imminent danger of 
captivity, he made good his retreat to the river of Finauket, where he 
rejoined his troops witliout further accident. Sliortly afterwards he 
returned into Khaurezm, in order to recruit his losses and restore the 
equipments of bis army. 

In the course of the six hundred and eleventh of the Tlidjera!:,* on 
suspicion of an illicit Intercourse with his mother, the Sultan, in a fit 
of inebriation, put to death a certain religious devotee of the name of 
Mejid-ud-dein Baghd^dy, who had settk-d in his dominions ; but the 
next day repenting of his rashness, he endeavored to atone for tlie 
aet by conveying to Shaikh NAdjm-ud-dein, another religious indivi- 
dual of the time, a cup of gold, which he however declined toaccej>t. 
The same year, freceiving intelligence of the death of Tauje-ud-dein 
Yelduz,whohad succeeded to the government ofGheznin, on thedemise 
ofShahkb-ud-dein the G hour Ian, and that one of the slaves had seated 
himself on the throne of his master, Sultan Mahonimed was seized 
w'ith the desire of subjugating the metropolis of Sel>ekteggrn ; and ac- 
cordingly proceeded, with the necessary expeditron, at the head of his 
froops for that quarter. He eflected the reduction of Gheznin with 
the territory dependent upon it, without much difficulty ; and in exam- 
ining the repository-of S61tan Shahaub-ud-dein’s treasures, he found 
among the archives of the government certain letters addressed to that 
prince, under the signatureof the KhalifUl N-ausser, whichsufficiently 
attested that he had been theprincijlal, ifnotsolc cause ofthc hostilities. 
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in which the Ghourian had engaged with S61tan Mahommcd. A cir- 
cumstance which produced, in the Khaurezmian, no slight augmenta- 
tion to the displeasure with which he was already affected towards the 
representative of the house of Abbas. 

In consequence of this, in the six hundred and fourteenth of the 
]Iidj('rah, ‘laving previously procured from the Imaiiins, or sacerdo- 
tal order of his government, a decree or Fetva, declaring in substance 
that the house of Abbas having, by its pernicious example, given a 
sanction to the most unlawful practices, and long since discontinued 
to arlvance the interests of Islam by the sword, or by war against the 
infidels, it was become the duty of any prince who possessed the 
means of accomplishing it, (in order that justice might resume her 
proper seat) to restore the dignity of the Imaumut to the Seyuds of 
the race of Ifiissevne, the Khaufi'zmian jiubliely pledged his allegi- 
ance to Seynd Alla-ul-mnlk Termody, and commenced his inarch for 
Ilaghdad. For reasons formerly stated, he was, however/constrained 
to abandon his desisrn. lie had not yet passed through the territory 
of Irak Ajeni, when the dispatches reached him from Ghayr Khaim 
the trovernor of Otraur, soliciting his sanction for the death of some 
of the subjects of ./cwg/zc/;, who had appeared at that city for the pur- 
pi>se, ;.s they professed, of trade. 

The nature* of the incident, which produced in its consequence.s 
such dreadful effects, is thus briefly explained. Tlie public tranquil- 
litv, and the security of goner il int<‘rcourse had attained to so envia- 
ble a pitch towards the conclu'-ion of the reign of Sultan Mahommed, 
that the merchant, with a confidence which feared no molestation, 
and for a very moderate profit, might venture to convey Ids romino- 
dities from the remotest limits of the cast, to the extremities of the 
west ; and every species of apparel bearing at that period the most 
advantageous prices in the extensive encampments and armies of 
Jengueiz, a certain Ahmed Khqjendy, with other merchants of his 
class, availing themselves of the opportunity to enrich themselves, 
hastened to transport a large assortmopt of silk, and linen goods, to so 
profitable a market. They experienced from Jengueiz the kindest 
treatnicnt, and the most liber.d encouragement ; and that great con- 
queror, when they were on tlieir return tr, their own country, directed 
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thatlho princes, his sons, and his most distinguished Ameirs, stiould 
each select from among his servants two persons, with a sufficient 
sum of money, to accompany these merchants ; for the purpose of pro- 
curing an investment of thearticles which might be thought best suited 
to the demands of his people. I'ourhundred and fifty individuals of tho 
Mahommedan religion were accordingly chosen for the “xp! dition, 
and furnished with a very great supply of treasure, to carry on a spe- 
culation which seemed to promise such extensive reciprocal advan- 
tages. They were further entrusted with a message, conceived in the 
most friendly and conciliatory language, from .lengiieiz to Sultan Ma- 
hommed, proposing that thesxstem ot jealousy and reserve, whicli lead 
hitherto subsisted between them, might be exchanged for one of con- 
fidence and unanimity. 

When this peaceable body of merchants reached Otraur, they pro- 
ceeded to visit Aynalj' k the governor, who bore tlie title of tiliuvr 
Khviun. I'nfortuuately, one of the party, an old acquaintance oi' the 
governor’s, presumed on the strength of former intimacy to address 
him l)v his original name ; and this occasioiieil sucli olfcnce, that a 
design was immediately formed on the part of the same governor to <nt 
them all off, and seize their treasure, lie first however impri.sotud 
the whole, dispatching an agent to represent to Sull.tii Mahommed, 
then in Irak, that certain spies iu tln‘ employment of Jeugiieiz Khaun 
had appear«*d in the territory under his jurisdiction ; and to request 
instriH'tions in what manner to proceed with them. Without tho 
slightest reflection on the consequences wdiicli might be the result, 
the Khaurezmian sent orders that they should be put to de.ith ; wliudi 
with as little compupction, the governor ot’Ot ran r carried into iiiiiiie- 
di.ite execution. One of the merchants escaping, however, from tire 
very place of execution, conveyed toJengiieiza full account of this 
at r.c'ous proceeding ; on which that monarch, with great apiiarent 
nmderation, dispatched an embassy to demand reparation lor the injury, 
ano lo request that the author of it might he delivered up to him lor 
punishment. Si'iltaii Mdioirmed impelled bv Ins evil destiny, and 
with a !>arbarity wUicit liastcned his downfal, caused the embassador 
to be also put to death. 



403 


The indignation ofJengucizon receipt of this piece of inlclligence, 
it would perhaps be easier to inuigine than describe. And it was on 
this occasion that he ascended the hill in tlie neighborhood of hi.s 
principal encampment, and earneslly implored the aid of the supreme 
being, in tlie prosecution of a just vengeance ; when hearing a sound 
or noise, which be considered as indicative of the success of his design, 
be hastened to carry it into execution ; and with an array as numer- 
ous as the sands on the desert of Khaurezm, entered on that war, on 
which he had now irrevocably determined against Siiltan Mahomined, 
to w'hom he at the same time dispatched a final message, announcing 
his approach. 

The Khaurezmian on his part, leaving his son Rokken-ud-dein 
( 'll ‘irsaiitchei to prcsi'.le in Irak, hastened without delay to meet the 
danger; but, on liis arrival at Neysliapur. immersed, in a manner to 
whieli he does not hillierlo appear to hav ■ been aecnstoined, in wine 
and do'> ,uc!i, he del.iyed his marcli for the spaee of a month. He 
proceeded, however, at lastacrossthe Ox.is'to Bokh&ra; in tlieprecincts 
ofwhicli he suflered himself to be again seduced into the same fatal 
and unbecoming excesses, so ill suited to the tremendous crisis which 
v. -»' a tproaching. lu these circumstances ho learnt that TCikeia, or 
T'lkna Ivlnmn,* one of the princes of Turkestaun, was in motion 
either to join him, or to oppose the advance of the Moghels. and that 
he was directing his march for Jund, on the Seyhun ; and soon after- 
wards becoming further apjirized thata division of the Moghul trtmps 
iimler liijy Khaun, the eldest of the four sous of .lenguciz, w is in 
quest of the Tartar ddef, he took, with a part of his army, the same 
di eetion ; and being ultimately joined, atSamarkand,bytberemaindcr, 
proceeded with all Celerity to .Ihnd. As he continued his m ircli 
from the latter place, tlie Khaurezmian, in a position between the cha- 
nels of two rivers, was rather surprized at observing the ground covered 
with the slain of a recent battle ; from among which a wounded man 
was (liscovereil, who informed him, that Tukeia Khaun had been 
attacked l>v the troops of Jengueiz ; and that the latter, after a dread- 
ful slaughter of the Tartars, were now proceeding to rejoin the camp 

• Till- was probabljr the prince of the Mskrcil, who bad separated from Koushluk, Khaun 
•f the Naymaos. 
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A. 11. 614-17. of their sovereign. Sultan Mahommed upon this, hastened without 
A. D. 1217-20. jjelay in pursuit of the MoghAls, whom, in the course of the following 
Kijolaussu> (jay, he came up with, and immediately prepared to engage. Jfijy 
ul-akbbaur. gj, j j,jj, officers are said, on this occasion, to have made known 

to the Sultan^, that they were not exactly authorized to give him 
battle ; nevertheless, if he was determined to become the aggressor, 
that they should not decline the conflict. The Siiltan, however, im- 
mediately attacked them with equal fury and impetuosity, while the 
Moghuls resisted with immoveable firmness from sunrise until night. 
Then kindling innumerable fires in their camp, to deceive their adver- 
saries, they retired to join the main bodv of their army under Jen- 
gueiz in person; who upon this accelerated his inarch for the territo- 
lies on the Oxus. 

Sultan^Iahommod on the proof which he had thus just experienced 
of the prowess and discipline of the' Moghuls, gave way on the otlier 
hand to the most discouraging apprehensions, and retreated without 
further effort immediately to Samarkand. I l(Te his alarms were not 
a little augmented, and his judgment entirely hewildereil hy a declar- 
ation of the astrologers, that the iinfavorahle aspect of the heavenly 
bodies rendered it advisable to avoid, during the pres nit vear, a second 
conflict with his enemies. At this period we are told, that there 
were assemided under the immi'diatc comm ind of the Khanrf'zini.in, 
not murli lessth-m four Imndred thousand horse; all of whom, howexer. 
he now brok<- 11 pin to detachments, and dispersed to the different quarters 
of his dominions, he himself taking the direction of Ivhorass.uin. And 
it is here said that in crossing the ditch of Samarkand on his de- 
parture, he should have observed to his attendants, that the ar nies 
which sought his destruction wi-re in number so prodigious, tliat they 
could fill that ditch bv merolv casting their whips into it. An expn's- 
sion which effectually destroyed the confidence, and broke the spirit 
of every class of bis subjects. He traiismiited at the same time iii- 
stnictions to his mother Turkau Kliiiiun, in Klia in*zin, to convey 
the whole of liis family, women and children, towards Mazanderann ; 
W'hichshe immeiliat' ly carried into execution, first easting several of 
the younger piincesinto tlv .levhhn, and then prosecuting liv’r jourucy 
without incumbrance towards the province assigned for her retreat. 
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til the mean time, the fears of the Sultan daily gaining ground upon 
him, he proceeded to deliberate' with his confidential ministers on 
the measures which it might be advisable to pursue, under these accu- 
mulating difficulties. By the morejudicious and discreet it was proposed 
to him, to abandon the whole of the territory eastward of the Jeyhun, 
to concentrate his armies in the most advantageous positions, and on 
that river to defend the approaches to Khorassaun and Ir?ik agiinst the 
enemy. By others, however, he was advised to withdraw imm*^di- 
atcly towards Gliezniri and Hindustaun, there to secure himself 
against the designs of his adversaries; and to this latter counsel the 
Sultan immediately siibserihed. But, when lie had proceeded in con- 
currence as far asBalkh, he was overtaken by Emmaiid-ud-dein Sawjy, 
the agent of liis son Rokkon-ud-dein ; who prevailed upon him to 
abandon (hat design, and take the direction of Persian Irak. The 
gallant and intrepid .Inllaul-ud-dein Meng, or Mungl)erny, had on the 
former occasion, in vain made use of every argumcmt to persuade his 
father, to abide by the more judicious plan of defending the passes of 
tin* Jeyhun, against the troops of Jenguoiz ; and he now renewed his 
intreatii’s. if it was his final resolution to witlidraw into Irak, that the 
bulk of the army might be leit under liis orders, in prosecution of tlio 
sr.me pbiii of operations, but without eflect. 

'Jdu* Sultan, oil ivturuinginlo Khorassaun on thisoccasion, learnt tliat 
tin Nloghulshad reduced llokh&ra, which hastened 1 1 is retreat to Nbysha- 
pur; (luring which a body oi Kaukuliaiis, aTatartribc of that name that 
serv(‘d in his armies, des(?rt(fd his standard and went over to Jenguoiz. 
He arrived, however, at IS eyshapurin t he mon t h of Su (fur ot‘ the six linii- 
drc*(l and sc'venteenth of the Ilidjerah and once more by the fumes 
of intoxication, attempted to disfiel the apprehension ot impending 
evil. In this situation intelligence reached him, that Ifubbah Xuyaii 
and Soweidai Bah.iuderhad crossed the Amu vah or lower Oxus, M'ith 
a division of thirty thousand men ; on which, abandoning all furtluT 
hoi>e of retaining his power, the Suban withdrew from Neyjshapfir by 
the route of Lsfrayein; leaving instructions thal his mother with his 
family and younger children, should secure an asylum, eitluT in the 
fortress of KariiiVvh'zh. or in that of Eblaiil, or Y Ihiula. He foumb 
however, on reaching the boundaritsof Roy, that the Mogliiil troops 
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were in close pursuit of him ; and he now repented of liis plan of 
retreatins: into Irak, immediately turning olf towards the castle of 
Kazvein, or perhaps Farzein, under the walls of which he received 
iiiforniation of the capture and destruction of the city ofiley. 11c then 
coniiiiued his flight towards Karundezh, the whole of his followers 
dispersing on the road; and having unexpectedly fallen in with a pat ty 
of Moghuls, from whom he contrived to escape however, with the loss 
of his horse, which was mortally wounded by an arrow, in this 
deserted state he reached Kkrundezh. From that place, perpetually 
exposed to be intercepted by his pursuers, who beset his movements 
in every direction, he proceeded into Guilaun : hut after remaining 
there for the space of seven days, he again changed the direction of 
his flight; and w’andering eastward along the shore of the Caspian, 
with the intention of making his way to Astcrahad, he eame to a 
town dependent on Arnul; from whence he threw' himself for protec- 
tion into one of the islands in the neighI>orhood. llis residi-iice 
becoming, however,know'n to the Moghuls, he wasat last compelled to 
lemove for further security to another island ; one of those denominated 
the islands of Absekiin, or Abeskun. 

Shortly after the Sultan had conveyed himself to this his last retreat, 
his pursuers also appeared in the neighborhood ; hut conceiving that 
he .was at present inaccessilde, they returned upon their steps, and 
laid siege to Kiirundezh, which they reduced and levelled to the 
ground ; the intant children and treasures ofthe Khaurezmian here 
laliing into their hands. They next invested the fortress of Kbliul, 
where, from other authorities, it would appear that the dowager prin- 
cess, Turkan Khitun, had taken up her abode. During the siege, by 
a fatality unexampled in the annals of the country, the occasional 
rains from which the cisterns derived their supply of water, entirely 
ceased ; and the w'ells and tanks being dried up in a period as short, as 
unexpected, the garrison and inhabitants were reduced to the utmost 
distress; and the unforiunate KliMtin, with Naiisser- ud-dein the Vez- 
zeir, and the other parched and exhausted associates of her destiny, 
was ultimately compelled to descend from her otherwise impregnable 
bulwarks, and surn nder to the mercy of the barbarians. This fatal 
resolution had scarcely been carried into effect, before it began to rain 
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in such abundance, that the water is said to have flowed in torrents 
from the plates of the place. An immense booty fell into the hands of tlie 
besicwers, including, inparticular, ten millions of meskals, or methkals, 
of gold, a thousand ass loads of silken goods, and jewels to a prodigious 
amount: all of which, together with the unfortunate captives, tliey 
immediately conveyed to the camp of Jengueiz, by whom, for the 
most part, they were put to death without distinction of sex or age. 

Sultan Mahomined did not long survive the communication of this 
afflicting intelligence ; his despair and grief were violent in the 
extreme ; and perhaps not the less so, because his misibrtunes had 
be(‘n brought upon himself, by acts of repeated and unwarrantable 
pcrfitly. He found, however, in death, a secure repose from his ap- 
pr<‘lu nsions, and an cflcetual rescue from the vengeance of his pursu- 
ers. ilis attendants, unable to pro^'iire a shroud for the remains of 
th('ir sovereign, were constrained to commit him to the grave in tlie 
same dress that he wore at the period of dissolution ; which is here 
stated to ha\e taken place in one of the months of the six hundred 
and seventeenth of the M idjerah, after a reign of one and twenty \ ears.* 
lie is Said to liavc left seven sons ; of three of whom, the Siiltans, 
llokken-ud-dcin, Gheyauth-iul-drin, and Jiillaul-ud-dein, the me- 
mor\ lias n preserved by liistoriHiis ; and of tliesf* in tijeir order. 

Sultan Uokken-ud-dcin CiHunsANTCHEi.son ol’Snltan Mahommed. 

As soon as his father had withdrawn into the islaiuts of Abeskun, 
this prince, retired into Kermaun ; and having there olitained posses- 
sion of the treasures of Melek Zuzen, he resolved on an attempt to make 
hiinselt master of Isfahaun. But being as resolutely opposed by the 
inhaliitants, he was driven from before that city, w ith the loss of one 
thousand of his followers. Then directing his march by way of Iley 
towards Feyrouzkoh, in the nioinitainous boundary of Mazanderaun 
north eastw’ard of the bei’orementioned city, he succeeded in making 
good his retreat to that fortress. It was however no sooner known 
that Kokki n-iid-dein had throwm himself into Feyrouzkoh, than it 
was invested, and, alter a siege of six montns, reduced by the .Mogliiils. 
When conducted by bis besiegers to the presence ol their general, the 

• Tlj<> closing 'fciio of the life of Vahommeil thi* ii iurc7iiii:iii i . «lc»t 
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A. H. 619-27. captive Sdltan aware that, at all events, his death was determined 
A. D. 1222-30. upon, resolutely withstood every importunity, to make him bend the 
Kholaussut- jjogg to his conqueror ; and he was, on the spot, together with all those 
who had adhered to his fortunes, sacrificed to the implacable vengeance 
of the Jengucizians. This event appears to have taken place during 
the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein SheirShah, son of Sfiltan Mahommed, 
hastened also on the death of his father, into Kermaun, which he 
appears to have held inJagueir ; but of which the immediate govern- 
ment was at this period in the hands of AbAl Kaussem Zazeny^who 
opposed in arms the entrance of the Shahz&dah. The latter was 
compelled in consequence to take up a wandcrinij life in different 
ScltanGhey- parts of Irak, until joined by Horak Ilaujcb; a Karakhatavan by ex- 
aiTii-Li>-n£iK. traction, who had long served in the armies of his father, and who 
now united himself with a considerable force to the destiny of the son. 
Thus strengthened, Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dciii entered Farss; and hav- 
ing defeated Atabek Saud the governor, and carried pillage and 
slaughter through the province, returned again into Persian Iriik. In 
the mean time, Borak llaujeb and his followers were endeavoring to 
force their way through Kermaun with the design ofproceedingtowards 
the Indus, when their march was intercepted by Abid Kaussem the 
Zuzenian; who was, however, taken ]>risoner in the enterprize, and 
iminodiatoly put todeath hy his conqueror. Borak llaujeb now entered 
into quiet possession of Kermaun. 

On the other hand, Gheyauth-ud-dein had proceeded on his se- 
paration from the K&rakhatayan, in the direction of Rev, where he 
found means to establish his abode ; and there be was. not long after- 
wards, unexpectedly joined by his brother Jullaul-ud-dein, on his 
return from Ilindustaun. The two princes had continued to reside 
together under the saine roof in considerable harmony, when unfortu- 
nately one day in a fit of inebriety, and for some reason not explained, 
Ghcyaiith-ud-dein plunged his knife into the bosom of Melek Xiiss- 
ret, an officer of the household, and much id the confidence of.Iul!aul- 
ud-dein. This produced a severe expostulation on the part of that 
prince, and Gheyauth-r.d-dein, a few days afterwards, fled into Khuz- 
istaun, and ultimately to Baghdad; where he was kindly and hospita- 
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bly received by the Khalif of the house of Abbas, (U1 M6stunser). A. H. ei7.27. 
lie quitted Baghd&d, however, without apparent reason, and pro- a. D. i-220-ao> 
ceeded towards Almowut ; but from the latter place returning once Khobusiut- 
more into Khiizistaun, he dispatched an agent to Borak Haujeb to 
demand his permission to repair into Kermaun. The agent returned 
to Gheyauth-ud-dein, after experiencing a reception favorable to his 
wishes ; and with a treaty of amity which the Karakhatayan had agreed 
to conclude with the fugitive Sultan. Gheyauth*ud-dein proceeded 
upon this, without apprehension, into Kermaun; but in one of his very 
first visits, he was destined to experience considerable mortification 
from the haughty demeanor, and imperious assumptions of the KJtrak- 
hiitayan ; who made no scruple to require that the Sultan’s mother 
sliould be assigned to him in wedlock. During one of the interviews 
which took place between them, the Sultan ventured to demand of 
his host, who it was that had bestowed upon him those circumstan- 
ces of pomp andsplendor, so ostentatiously displayed about his person ? 

“ That being,” replied Borak Ilaujeb, “ who wrested their empire 
“ from the race of Sanian, and transferred it to their slaves, the sons 
“ of Sebekteggin ; who stripped the house of Seljuk of its imperial 
“splendors, to bestow them also upon its slaves, the kings of Khaur- 
“ ezm.” The insolence of the Karakhatayan became, however, at 
last so overbearing and undisguised, that some of his own kindred 
proceeded to represent to the SAltan, that it was impossible to place 
any reliance on the engagements of their relative ; and that if they 
were permitted, they would drag him like a slave to the presence of 
his master. From an extreme indolence of disposition, Gheyautli- 
ud-dein declined to concur in the design ; and as the subject of what 
had passed was soon disclosed to the Karakhatayan, he first of all cut 
off his onKious kinsmen, then strangled bis unfortunate guest; and 
when the mother gave a loose to her sorrows, for the destruction of 
her son, she was also dispatched to accompany him to the other 
world. This event appears to have occurred in the six hundred and 
twenty-seventh of the Hidjerab. 

S&ltan JuLLAUL-UD-DEiN Mungbemv, or Mengberny, son ofSul- 
tan Mahommed, last of the Khaurezm-Shkhy dinasty. 
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Having witnessed the circumstances of his fatherH^ dissolution, in 
the island of Abeskun, Jullaul-ud>dein appears to hafte proceeded 
immediately into Khaurezm, which had not as yet been invaded by 
the Moghdls. At this period a body of ninety thousand horse of the 
Kankuly nation had occupied the heart of the province, of whom, on 
his arrival, a part offered to place themselves under the authority of 
the Shah Zudah ; others, however, evinced a disposition entirely hos- 
tile to his views. Taking every thing into consideration, the Sdltan 
thought it therefore advisable to avoid all intercourse with that per- 
fidious tribe ; and wdth a remnant of his most faithful adherents, 
conceived it accordingly more prudent to retire, by the way ofNissa, 
towards Shadmaukh. On his march be fell in with, and, after an action 
which continued for the whole of the day, finally succeeded in effect- 
ing his escape, from adivision of AJoghid troops, to the place of hisdes- 
tination. He remained, however, at ShMmaukh not more than three 
days, at the end of which he prosecuted his retreat to the metropolis 
ofGheznin, where he contrived soon after his arrival, to assemble a 
very numerous and formidable body of troops ; and with these, in the 
spring of the year, (6 1 8 probably) he encamped at a station called Bar- 
auny, or Birouan, said to be one day’s journey from Gheznin, 

While he lay encamped at this station, intelligence was conveyed 
to Jullaul-ud-dein, that adivision of the Moghuls, under Begjck and 
Yemghfir, two of the Jenguizian generals, was besieging the fortress 
of Waulian,and that the garrison was reduced to the last extremity. 
The brave prince, without hesitation, determined to relieve the place; 
and marching accordingly with all the expedition in his power, he 
came upon, and immediately attacked the MoghAis, put a thousand 
of them to the sword, dispersed the remainder, and returned^ triumph 
to Barauny. Jengueiz, at this time engaged in the siegeflFBamian, 
dispatched, on intelligence of the defeat, two more of his most dis- 
tinguished generals at the head of thirty thousand men, to give battle 
to the Khaurezmian, whom they found in his camp. A conflict im- 
mediately ensued, in which the SAltan was again victorious ; the Mog- 
huls being cut to pieces in great numbers, and the remainder retiring 
with disgrace and loss to the presence of their sovereign. 
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lengueiz tt0^v determined to proceed in person to attack Jullaul-ud-> A. H, C18-28. 
dein. But, a dispute on the subject of a horse having in the mean A. D. 1221-3 1. 
time arisen in the camp of the Khaurezmian, between two of his 
principal generals, Seyf-ud-dein Eghrauk, and M^Iek Meraut, the 
former quitted the army without permission, and, with a great part of 
the S&ltan^s troops, went off tow'srds the mountains of Sekrauk. 

Thus weakened, the Saltan was compelled to break up from his camp 
and retire towards Gheznin, whither he was immediately pursued by 
the Moghiil monarch. On his arrival before that capital Jengueiz, 
however, found that the Sultan was continuing bis retreat towards 
Hindilstaun ; and he therefore, on his part, determined not to slacken 
in his pursuit. Accordingly in the month of Rudjub,* of the six 
hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah, at the mbabber, or passage, 
of the Indus, he came tip with the army of Jullaul-ud>dein, w’liich he 
formed an immediate disposition to assail ; the stream of the Indus 
composing the string, of which his line of battle was the bow. In 
these circumstances, with the swords of the implacable Moghiils in 
his front, and an unfordable torrent in his rear, the brave Khaurezmian 
attacked his pursuers with unparalleled gallantry, cutting them to 
pieces in great numbers. Disclaiming all idea of flattery, the author, 
indc-id, asserts that Jullaul-ud-dein exhibited, on that decisive day, 
such unexampled proofs of courage and intrepidity, as might have ex- 
cited the admiration and envy of Rdstum and Asfendiaur, the most 
renowned heroes of Persian storA\ But, the countless multitudes of 
the enemy continuing to press upon him from every side, he was at 
last in imminent danger of bc irrg taken ; when by a final effort, hav- 
ing repulsed his assailants to a convenient distance for the accomplish- 
ment^ff his design, he retired to the bank of the river ; and throwing 
off hlH^our, he plunged his horse into the rapid stream, and mira- 
culously effected his passage to the other side. Continuing to ride 
along the bank of the river, be proceeded until he came to a spot 
from whence, on the opposite side, he perceived theenemy plundering 
his camp ; and Jengueiz was himself standing at the same time on the 
hank, observing the actions of the princely fugitive. Jullaul-ud-dela 

• Srpt. A. D. 1221. 
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A. H. 018-28. iiw dismounted Tcry deliberately. And taking the an4,pther 

A. P. 1221-81. furnittire from bis horse, he laid them, together with his pwn tunic 
Kholausint- gjjj habiliments, in the sun to dry ; then unfolding his umbrella, he 
quietly sat down to repose himself under the shade, ykjd this passed 
nnder.tbe immediate observation of J.engueiis, who coujd not forbear 
e?:pressiHg his admiration in terras qf tlie w-arraest applause. 

*‘a lion invincible,'” he .exclaimed, “in the conifliot of the.^eld of 
“battle; like an alligator unterrified in the foaming stream, no father 
“ could ever boast a son like this !" 

in 'Short, having thus narrowly escaped across the Indus, Jullaul- 
ud-dein took up his abode for two days, iu an adjoining forest, until 
his retreat was discovered by about fifty of his troops, who once more 
attached themselves to his person ; when, causing his small party to 
furnish themselves with clubs, he one night fell upon, and surprised a 
banditti of Hindds who infested the neighborhood ; and having des- 
troyed the greater part, was thus enabled to supply his followers with 
horses and arms, which, in swimming the river, they had been com- 
pelled to sacrifice. His party became now daily more numerous and 
formidable ; and during a period of two 3 'ears, in which he continued 
to the eastward of the Indus, he succeeded in making many extensive 
and valuable conquests in that quarter ; and in repairing among the 
unfortunate natives, the losses which he had sustained by the irruption 
of the Moghdls. At the expiration of this period he formed the de- 
sign, of recovering Irak Ajem : and with that object accordingly led 
his troops through Kutch and Mekraun, to the borders of Kermaun, 
where be arrived in the early part of of the six hundred and twenty 
first of the Hidjerah.* He experienced at first a very hospitable re- 
ception from Borkk Haujeb, who was by this time in possession of 
the province ; and whose daughter, in order to secure hisj||||||p|tod 8 hip, 
he condescended to take for his bride, the nuptials being celebrated 
in the castle of Kermaun. In the short lapse of two days, however, 
the Sfiltan, proceeding to the neighboring plains, to amuse himself with 
the recreations of the chace, found that the KSrakhatayan had re- 
mained behind in the city, under die pretence of a pain in his. feet. 


* The Sptug of J224. 
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Thi? Ie4 to ,the suspicion that his designs were hostile ; and a message A. II. 681 -S 8 . 
was dispatched by the SAltan to state, that it was his resolution to A. D. 1284-8 1. 
depart, without further delay, on his expedition for the recovery of Khoi»assut- 
Irak ; but that entertaining the highest opinion of his judgment and 
experience, he was desirous of advising with him on the arrangements 
which might best promote the design ; and he therefore requested that 
hewould forthispurpose repair for a short time tohiscamp. TheKSlrak- 
h&tayan sent to inform him in reply, that the only arrangement which 
he had to recominend, was to proceed immediately towards Ir&k, since 
the resources of Kermaun would not subsist his troops any longer. 

Aloreover, that if the Shltan made any attempt to re-enter the gates of 
Kermaun, he would find them closed against him. With this reply he 
dismissed the messenger; and having expelled the whole of the Sultan’s 
troops who had been admitted into the town, he immediately secured 
the gates against any violence on the part of that prince. 

With means inadequate to enforce reparation for this breach of 
duty and hospitality, Jullaul-ud-dein took the road towards Farss; 
the governor of which, Atabck Saud the son ofZengui, sending one of 
his sons with suitable presents to conduct him to Sbirauz, and adding 
moreover, one of his daughters to the list of the Sflltan’s wives. Jul- 
laul-ud-dein, found it expedient with a good grace to confirm the 
Atabek in his authority ; in the mean time, directing his own atten- 
tion, in every possible way, to promote the welfare and happiness of 
every class of his followers. Subsequent to this, he led them to Tus- 
tur in Khfizistaun, and there established his winter quarters. From 
thence at the opening of the spring,* he proceeded towards BaghdM, 
in the hope of obtaining assistance from the Khalif U1 Nausser ; but, 
from a resentment long cherished towards his family, a body of twenty 
thoi|||nd horse was immediately dispatched by that monarch, under 
Koushtemfir, to expel the Sultan from his territories. Apprized of 
the design, Jullaul-ud-dein determined, without hesitation, to abide 
a conflict with this commander ; whom, notwithstanding the disparity 
pf force, he succeeded in defeating. He was, however, now con- 
strained to alter the direction of his march ; and he proceeded for Teh- 

•A. D.1S2&. 
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A. H. <f 2 - 28 . reiz, at this period under the government of Atabek Ouzbek,'^esoR' 
A. D. Qf Jaliaun Pehelwaun Mahommed. The Atabek conceived it most 

^j**^*“*®*‘ prudent to throw himself into the fortress of Alanjek, and to leave his 
** * capital to the discretion of his wife, Melka Kh&tAn, a princess of the 
house of Seljdk. Jullaul-ud-dein appeared before Tebreiz, some 
time in the six hundred and twenty second of the Hidjerah,^ and 
immediately laid siege to that ancient and celebrated city.*^ While 
operations wgre carrying on for the reduction of the town, the princess 
Melka one day making a tour of the ramparts, happened to cast her 
eyes upou Jullaul-ud-dein, with whose person she became immedi- 
ately and violently enamoured ; aud pretending to have been divorced 
by her husband, contrived through the intervention of Kauzy Ezz- 
ud-dein, theKazvinian, to espouse tlie object of her new-born passion ; 
to whom the city w’as of course surrendered without furtherresistance. 
Atabek Ouzbek could not survive the intelligence, which was soon 
conveyed to him, of the perfidy and ingratitude of hisjibidinous wife. 

Thus master of Azerbayjaun, through the treacherous surrender of 
Its capital, Jullaul-ud-dein next engaged in hostilities with the Geor- 
gians ; in a second and final expedition against whom, he reduced the 
city of Teflis. While he still remained at that place, information 
reached him that BorJik Ilaujeb was on his march to invade Ir&k ; and 
it was on this occasion that the Sultan, in the short space of seven- 
teen days, conducted his troops from Teflis to the frontiers of Ker- 
maun ; w'here the hostile chief was compelled to purchase his forbear- 
ance by presents of the most splendid and costly description, and liy 
apologies the most submissive to atone for the recent aggression. 
Upon this the Khaurezmian repaired to Isfahaun ; but when he had 
continued there a few days, intelligence was conveyed to hii^of the 
ravages committed on the borders of Azerbayjaun, by a certnlrHau- 
jeb, or Hadjy Ally, employed in the government of Ekhlaut by M6- 
• lek Ashruf, prince of Damascus ; and, what was still more agravating^ 
he further learnt, that his consort, that paragon of fidelity and purity^ 
the virtuous Melka'Kbktfin, had withdrawn from Tebreiz to Ekhlaut ; 

•A. D. 1225* 

f It is sometimes supposed to have risen firom the mins of Ecbatana. At olhm this 
honor is assigued to Hamadaun. 
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where she maintamea an unchaste and abandoned intercourse with 
the new governor. 

In order to avenge himself of these accumulated injuries, JullauU 
ud-dein returned' without delay into Azerbayjaun ; but, after having 
carried pillage and slaughter to the gates of Ekhlaut, he there learnt, 
to his infinite mortification, that the Moghfils were advancing upon 
Irak; and he was unwillingly constrained to postpone, to another op- 
portunity, the reduction of that place, in order to make head against 
the implacable adversaries of his house. In a battle which ensued 
with the Moghfils, he was, however, defeated, and compelled to retire 
with some precipitation into Isfahaun; where he proceeded to dis- 
grace some of his officers, who had been remiss in their exertions in 
the recent conflict, by exposing them through the streets in the habits 
of women, while he distinguished, with commands and honors, those 
who had faithfully discharged their duty. 

In the six hundred and twenty-fifth of the Hidjerah,^ instead of 
opposing an unavailing resistance to the growing ascendancy of the 
Moghuls, Jullaul-ud-dein seems to have preferred engaging in another 
invasion of the Georgians, of whom he is stated to have put great 
numbers to the sword ; and having otherwise obtained some signal 
advantages in that province, he proceeded in the triumph of his vic- 
tories, to resume the siege of Ekhlaut. Of that place, after considera- 
ble resistance, he at last completed the reduction, and being singular- 
ly irritated by the conduct of the governor, he issued orders that his 
soldiers should be permitted, from the hour of sunrise to the forenoon’s 
repast, to satiate themselves with pillage and slaughter ; the survivors 
of the massacre were then spared; but he retaliated without scru- 
ple on the wife of Haujeb Ally, the outrage offered to his bed by that 
chieftain. 

The reduction of Ekhlaut appears to have revived in a considerable 
degree, the renown which Jullaul-ud-dein had acquired by former 
exploits ; and yet he had not quitted the vicinity of that place, when 
information was communicated to him, that an alliance had been formed 
against him between Alla-ud-dein Key Kobaud SAltan of Anatolia, and 
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A. H. 025-28. the prince of Syria and Damascus ; which seems to have engaged 
A. P. 1228-81. farther than was consistent with his views, in hostilities in ^at 
Kfaolaussut- quarter. Advancing, however, to anticipate the designs of his ene- 
, * mies, the SiAltan, in the desert of Moush, to the north west of Ekhlaut, 

unexpectedly fell in with six thousand Syrian horse, whom he cut to 
pieces to the last man. But in the battle which soon afterwards ensued 
between him and the SAltan of Anatolia, Jullaul-ud-dein, although 
previously confined to his litter, having exerted himself to mount 
his horse, an8 being yet unable, through extreme debility, to hold 
the reins of his bridle, the animal on which he rode, happened in the 
heat of the action to retire a few steps backward. In these circum- 
stances his attendants unfortunately suggested that a short cessation 
from fatigue seemed absolutely necessary to revive him ; and the prince 
as unfortunately yielding to their advice, withdrew to a corner of the 
field of battle, followed by the royal standard. The wings of the army, 
perceiving this movement on the part of their sovereign, too soon con- 
cluded that he had unworthily abandoned the conflict ; and in that 
persuasion they hastily turned their backs to the enemy, and betook 
themselves to (light ; while Jullaul-ud-deiu constrained by necessity, 
also made the best of his way towards Ekhlaut. Happily for the 
fugitives, the enemy, suspecting that all this was merely a stratagem 
devised by the Khaurezmian to lead them into an ambuscade, 
retained their position, without engaging a step in the pursuit. 

On his return to Ekhlaut, Jullaul-ud-dein was further alarmed by 
iutelligence that Jennaughiin Nuyan had crossed the Amfiyah in great 
force, and was advancing towards Persian Irik. This determined 
him to proceed without delay towards Azerbayjaun , dispatching one 
of his principal generals on before him, in order to obtain more certain 
information of the enemy. The officer thus employed, after viMting 
Tebreiz, rejoined his sovm^ign w’ith the assurance, without, however, 
having taken the necessary precautions to ascertain the fact, that 
there was neither in Azerbayjaun, nor Irik, the slightest vestige nor 
intelligence of the Moghfils. Delighted beyond all bounds of pru- 
dence and moderation, by this deceitful report, the S61tan resigned 
himself without reserve to a course'of pleasure ; his example being 
followed by the greater part of his court, which was immediately 
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taiftieised te wfa Mi » vnd the most dragraeeftil esenses. Of sudi a 
etate ^ thinga, it was not difficult to foresee tfae issuer Many days 
were not suffered to elapse, when, in the she hundred and twenty 
^^hth of the Hr^jerah,* an army of Tatars^ numberless as the drops 
of a thunder shower, was afresh reported to have entered Aaerbayjatin, 
and to be immediately at hand. It was not without considerable 
difficulty and exertion, that the Sultan could be awakened to a sense 
of his danger ; but, when by a plentiful ablution, he had contrived to 
remove the disgraceful effects of intoxication, instead of ubiding a 
coniliGt with the destroyers of bis family, Jullaul-ud-dein fied from 
the scene of alarm ; Az-er Khaun, the same Ameir that had apprized 
him of his situation, >continuing, however, to oppose a feeble resisU 
ance to the enemy, who was now upon them, until his wretched 
master should have gained a sufficient distance on his pursuers. The 
Kl^un then also retreated, while the MoghCils, still conceiving that 
they were engaged with the S 61 tan in person, pressed on to secure 
him, with an eagerness in proportion to the splendor of the prize. 
Dul, being at length undeceived, they finally abandoned the pursuit, 
and hastened to the residence of his unhappy family ; where they 
put to the sword, without distinction, every individual whom they 
could lay hands on, either of the kindred, or clientage of the ’kings of 
KhaUr^zm ; the sun of whose power, when it had subsisted with 
Some variety of circumstance, for a period of* one h^indred and thirty 
seven lunar years, became thus forever extinguished under the sur- 
passing might of Moghul vengeance. 

With respect to the sequel, so unworthy of the outset of Jullaiil- 
ad-d'ein^s adventurous career, there exists among historians a consi- 
derable diversity of opinion ; some authors relating, that in his flight 
from the 'Moghuls, he entered the Kohestaun, or mountainous region 
betv^eOn Azerbayjaun »and the Tigris, where, while he lay asleep, 
K'iird, in order to possess himself of his horse and habiliments, ran, 
him through the body with his lance. Others- again have stated, 
that 'hc'ns^irntt€?d t^ie garb of Stltyism, and in that disguise Avandered. 
about the world Co Screen himself from the vengeance of bis pursuers; 
nor hath any thing further beeo ascertaineckctfthei destiny of this- un- 
fortunate prince* 
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o Tfae,rfes1due o^i«'eKt]>tertna}r be devoted, pechtpa iurt iiBprafitgf 
bly, to furnish a short.- accoujit of .the Atabeks., who occupy so.ooii;- 
spicuous a share io the transactions of these times. With the author 
we shall therefore proceed to state, that the Sultans of the race of Sel> 
juk being isi many instances accustomed to confide the education of 
their sons, to some .of the principal Ameirs in different quarters of their 
empire, the voung princes, in the course of habit, applied totbe.noble- 
inen-thus entrusted with their breeding, the .appellation of Atahek i 
a corruption of Ataeik — preceptor or tutor : or perhaps Atabeg — lord 
father, as explained by Mr. Richardson. Of these there were, how- 
ever, four branches of distinguished renown, whose origin and dura- 
tion we shall, in their order, endeavor to trace, to the limited extent of 
pur original. 

In the five hundred and twenty-fifst of the Hidjerah, £.MM.t.UD-uo 
DEi.v Zexgui, the son ofAuksungur became, under the authority of 
Multan Mahmud the grand.son of the illustrious Melek Shah, ruler of 
he provinces of Arabian Irak ; and extending his power, in the pro- 
cess of time and circumstances, to the territories dependent on Mos- 
sfile and Aleppo, those of Diaurbekir and Kfirdistaun wpre further 
superadded to the extensive and opulent domain already subject to 
his government. After reigning, with distinguished probity, for about 
three and twenty years, he was cut off by a conspiracy among iiis 
Mhmluks, in the five hundred and forty-fourth of the HidjiTah ;* and 
he bears in consequence, in the records of the country, the posthu- 
mous title of Atahek Sheheid — the martyred Atahek. 

Nfir-ud-dein Mahmud, the son of Emmaud-xtd-dein Zengui, second 
of the Atabeks of Mossule and Syria, succeeded, on the assassination 
of his father, in establishing his authority through the territory of 
Aleppo, Harness, and llama ; and accomplishing the reduction of 
Damascus, in the five hundred and forty-nintli of the Hidjefabtf his 
power became from that period so formidable that he undertook, and 
ultimately succeeded, to subvert the authority of the Fiitproite 
Khalifs in Egypt, and to substitute in tbp Kbotbah forthe name of 
Auzzed.ud-deiu, that of Mfistunzy of the house of Abbas, in the 
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l^nn^P'.already related. The governmeirt 'of that province was* theft 
Vestesi,. .under the authority of Nftr-ud-dein, in the celebrated Sullah- 
ud'dein Ytkssuf, (Saladin) the eon of Ni!idjm-ud>dein Ayftb ; in whose 
family it continued long afterwards. 

The death of Nftr-ud>dein took place on the eleventh' of Shavaul> 
of the year five hundred and sixty-nine ;* which would give to his 
reign a. period of about five and twenty years. 

MenEKSALAH the son of Nur-ud-dein^ third of the Atabeka of 
Mossule and Syria. 

, The diadem of Syria devolved to this prince at the age of eleven ; 
but when he had continued to sustain it for some years, Suliah-ud> 
deiii, w’ho had received the title of Melek Nasser, advanced from 
Kgypt to form the siege of Damascus. On which the feeble Melek 
Sidah abandoned his capital to its fate, and fled to Aleppo; where he 
died, at the age of nineteen, and after a reign of about eight years, iii 
the five hundred and seventy seventh of the Hidjerah.f . . 

SEYF-UD-»Kiy Ghauzzi,son of Etnmaud-ud-dein Zengui, second 
of the Atiibeks of Mossvile aiid Diaurhekir, was employed'to presido 
over those provinces, under the authority of his brother Nur-iid- 
dein ; as well as over part of Kurdestaun, which was annexed to hiS 
gtwerninent.* lie died in the five hundred and fiity-first of the Uid-c 
jerah.f : 

KrxD-uD-DEi N* Moudud, another of the sons of Emmaud-ud** 
dcin, and third of the Atal)eks of Mo.ssule and Diaurbekir, succeeded 
to his brother Seyf-ud-doiii ; and retained the government to the period 
of his death, in the five liuiidrcd and sixty-fifth of the llidierah.)| 

Se, YF-UD-DEix (Jhaiizzi tlie second, the son of Kuth-ud-dein,* 
fourth of tlie Atabeksof Mossiilo and Diaurhekir, assumed the govern,.' 
Blent at Mossule on tlie di-iilh of Ills father. VVlicu his kinsman, 
Melek Salah, was compelled to abandon Damascus on the approach oft 
Snllah-ud-dein, he dispatelxed a l)0(ly of troops to assist him, under 
his brother Mussaoud. Se\ f-ud-dein died in the five hundred and.' 
seventy-sixth of the lIidj«>T;ih, after a reign of about eleven years. ; 

Ezz-yn-UEiN Mvssaoud the sou of Kuth-ud-dein, fifth of the: 
Atabeks of Mossule auil Diaurhekir, succeeded to his brother in the 
* Eli-vcath of j'l.iy, A. l>. 1174. t 111 2. : HiC. Hlltia. 
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A<H, AtMQt. gewrnmeiit ; to which, oa th« iSestb-of hi dia^paarjf^ 

A. P. lieMtii. Billed that of Aloppo. la the hve hundred and esventgfwijHMh of 
the Hidjereh,* that «itj ahared, howerar^ the fete of Daaaaacns, which 
had been previously reduced by Sullah«ad.deui : and two years after* 
Wards tkeaai&eaaoaarch haviagi^aBD drawn his troops out of Egypt, 
proceeded to extend his cowiiiestB to MiaiauittkeiB and i^blaut ; 
but on his return homewards ftora this expedition, he ooacludsd a 
treaty of feace with Ezz-^ndidein. Both these piinoesdied in the course 
of the same year, the five hundred and eigbty>ninth of the Hi(i|erah.f 
Neit^tTOoDXiK Aasi^ax S«a;H, the son of£ze>ud*deiny sixth of 
the Atabdis of Mossnie and IDiaurbekir. 

&tt<X»eding to the authority of hisfather, this prince becameengaged 
in a tedknts and protracted warfare with iVI4:lek-ul-Audil she SfiUan 
'Wf Egypt; which does not appear to have terminated until the six 
hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, when a treaty of peace was con> 
eluded between the parties. Arslan Shah survived this treaty for 
about two years, when, in the course of thesix hundred and seventh 
of the Hidjerah he also died 

Ui Mtlek U1 Kkher £zz-ud>dein Mussaovo, the son of Arslan 
Shah, e^htfa and kst of the Atabeks of Mossfile and Diaurbekir, as* 
■umed the government in crniformityto the instruetions*of bis hither; 
but submitting the reins of his authority to the controul of Buddur* 
ud'dein Lfilu, it was not suffered to experience any very oonsiderable 
duration. On the death of this prince, who probably did oot long 
survive the loss of power, the govemment was entirely appropriated 
to himself, by the same Budriur>ud>^iD, or Bedrediu ; the sequel of 
whose 'history will possibly be resumed.at a subsequent period,Abaiang 
die events which distinguished the reign of Hfilaukfi Khaun. 

Jidltf, of ilne^tabtka ofAzerbat/Jaun, Amtmg the Tartan of Kep« 
tchauk, we cure here apprized on the authority of the Ro<izut*us>suffk 
that, these formerly 'existed a regulation which provided, that when- 
ever a merchant, in <me and the same lot, agreed for the purebaae-of 
forty slaves, the seller should make a deduction to the value of ene 
slave* in fanoricff the purchaser. It was in conformity with such a 
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l« tke time ofSdltftii Mdwftoai eftlic nioeorSe}j6k,t A. H. Mf^ 
mercbftat bavitig made a purchase in the fame territory, to that num- A.D. n8g-ta» 
her, a deduction was made in his favor fer one of the slaves, whose ^i* *^^^,* * 
name was Eyldekez ; not leSs remarkable for the defects of his person 
than for the virtues which beamed on his brow. His purchase com- 
pleted, the merchant proceeded on his return to Irhk, mounting his 
slaves in waggons. During the journey, it happened that Eyldekcz, 
overcome with sleep, twice fell from his waggon, being as often 
remounted by the care of his master ; but falling over, a third time, in 
the same manner, no one took any concern about him, and he was 
abandoned to his fate. At day light, however, when he awoke, and 
perceived himself alone in the midst of the boundless solitude, he 
hastened in search of his companions; and by dint of exertion, to the 
no small surprise of his owner, succeeded in overtaking the caravan in^ 
the course of the evening. 

Arrived in Irak, the minister of Sultan Mdss&oud bought thirty 
nine of the slaves, for the service of his master, rejecting Eyldekez, the 
fortieth, on account of his cat-like, or decrepid exterior. On which the 
unhappy youth, bursting into tears, is said to have exclaimed, that 
since the Vezzeir had purchased the whole of the other slaves for his 
own sake', it behoved him to take the only one remaining, for the love 
of God. These expressions were repeated to the minister, and deter- 
mined him to complete the allotment by the purchase of Eyldekez. 

The circumstance was also related to Sdltan Mdssaoud, who placed EYtDZKEzist 
the subject of it, not long afterwards, under Ameir Nasser one of his the Atabek* 
captains, in order to be instructed in archery and horsemanship; and ®fA“thayjaun, 
as the young slave distinguished himself in a very short time, by his 
address, activity, and skill, he was next enrolled in the train of one of 
the great officers of the household, who superintended the Bekawuls, 
or cupbearers ; or with more probability, the purveyor of the royal 
kitchens, since a savoury dish made up by Eyldekez of the olfals, or 
such parts of a sheep as are in general rejected, proved so extremely 
agreeable to the palate of the Sbltan, that the now fortunate slave was 
taken into particular favor. From that period his prospects became 
daily more flattering to his ambition ; until, as was noticed on a for- 
mer occasion, the Sultan finally^ be&towed upon him, together with 
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Hie iv^doDr ef his luethev Toghtel, the govemment’ of-AeerbeyJeimf 
which he sustained with vigor; ao4 ability to his death, in the five 
hundred and sixty>eighth o# the Uidierahi a period of about six and 
thirty years. 

Atabek Mahommed, entitled J<^aun Pehlewauu, theeon of Eylde* 
kez, second of the Atabeks of Azerbayjaun. 

Sdltan Toghrel the son of Arslan, being seated at seven years of age, 
on the throne of irhk Ajem, in the five hundred and seventy first of 
the Hidjerah, through the activity and exertions of Atabek Mahonio 
med, the affairs of the monarchy, in addition to the government of 
Azerbayjaun, to which he had succeeded on the death of his father, 
were now consigned to the entire controul of this brave and able chief- 
tain ; who became in a short time, by his talents and firmness of mind, 
equally respectable and formidable to the princes ol'tlie east and west, 
lie continued to direct the affairs of Irak with splendid success for 
a period of ten years ; at the expiration of which, in Zilhudje,* of the 
five hundred aud eighty-first of the Ilidjerah, he <lied, leaving four 
sons, w'bose names are as follows : Abu Bukker, Kullugh Eynaunjo, 
Alermeraun, and Ouzbek Peblewaun. 

Atabek Kvzzui. Arslan the son of Eyklekez, third of that de- 
nomination in Azerbayjaun. 

Employed, during the administration of his brother, in the govern- 
ment of Azerbayjaun, tliis prince hastened on his death, to the court 
of Sultan Toghrel ;• and marrying Kubtiah Ivhatun, the widow ofhis 
deceased brother, (at least a princess of that name is inentioued as 
the mother of Kutlugh Eynauuje and Menneraun) became immedi- 
atelv invested with the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, or lieutenant general 
of the monarchy. But difierenccs having ultimately arisen between 
him and the Sultan, which terminated in the Irostihties, already tran- 
siently adverted to under tlic transactions of the- race of Seljuk, 
Kuzzul Arslan, at the Express recommendation of llie Khailf UlNans- 
ser^and m the month of Sliavaul| of the five hundred and eighty 
seventh of the Hidje*ah, assumed the sovereign autliority. He had, 
however,, been suffered to enjoy his power but for a very few days 
when he Was assassinated, at the instance of the nuMes of Irak, by one 
A, D. 1180. . , tSeptepilwr, A. 1>. tiOi. 
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tealote df Almowut.*- “ Tia ntft/' dbsife^ea oor author, « for A.H. 

“rashness to repose in- peace on the seat of the naigbty and yet the — ! 

name of Ku22 ul Arslan has found a "distinguished record with the 
votaries of the Persian muse. 

Atabek AbuBukker, the son 'ofPehle^aun Mahommed, fourth of 
the A tabeks of A zerbayj au n . 

On the assassination of his uncle, Abfl Bukker hastily withdrew 
into Azerbayjaun, and there assumed the royal authority. He was, 
however, destined to be opposed by his half brother Kfitl&gh Eynaunje ,•* 
with whom, in tiie course of one month only, he fought no less than 
four separate battles, in each of which he proved victorious. After 
this he retained his power against all opposition for a. period of twenty 
years, dying in the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah.* 

Atabek Muzufrur>i]d-dein Ouzbek, the son ofPehlewaun Mahom- 
med, fifth and last of this race, succeeded on the death of his brother : 
but in tlie fit'tcenth year of his reign, the six hundred and twenty- 
second of the Hidjerah, his country being invaded by SCiltan Jullaul- 
vid-dcin the Khaurezmian, Atabek Ouzbek retired into the fortress of 
Elanjek or Alanjek ; where, as recently observed in the story of the 
Khaurezmian, he.could not survive theintelligenceof his wife’s perfidy. 

IlltUy, Of the Atahiks of Farss, of the Selghrian tribe. 

The historian has recorded that when, in the early part of the fifth 
century of the Hidjerah, a body of Turkmans, to the number of fifty 
thousand horse, were urged by the pressure of the times, and in the 
course of one of those atflicting changes which have been occasionally 
perniiitcd to visit the world, to migrate from their native country, 
and seek for a settlement in foreign lands, one of their chiefs, of the 
name of Selgher, with his sons and followers, made his way into 
Khorassaun ; and in the different parts of that province, proceeded to 
exercise every species of outrage and violence, that might be expect- Selghek. 
edifoni an uncivilized and necessitous banditti. But when, about the 
four hundred and thirtieth of the Hidjerah, the authority of the race 
of Seijhk appeared to be permanently established throughout the 
Persian empire, the same Turkman cliief repaired to the court of one 
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A H. 480^. of the monarchs of that race,* and was admitted to the rank of Hanieb^ 
AiD .M<a-ii76. of the bedchamba. His aona, however, preferred an abode in 

Fdrsa, which wasdeititied to become the uhimateand ^^endid lot of 
the family. 

The city of Shiratfz, the admired mid celebrated metropoKs of the 
province, being wrested from the Deylemites, in the four hundred 
and fifty-eighth of the Hidjerab,j‘ by the warlike Alep- Arslan, if con- 
tinued for a period of eighty five years afterwards under the authority 
of the race of Seljdk. But about the five hundred and forty second of 
the Hidjerah,^ Sfiltan M^lek Shah the son of Mabmfid, having made 
himself master of the province, by the defeat and death of Atabek 
Bfizaubah, that prince retained possession for the space of one year 
only ; when conceiving himself unequal to a contest with Atabek 
Segherthe son of Moudtid, who had re\'ol ted against his authority, he 
chose to abandon the country; which was thus, apparently without dif- 
ficulty, transferred to the insurgent. 

Atabek Mfizuffer-ud^dein Segher, or perhaps SunkUr, the son of 
Moudud, first of the Atabeks of Farss of the race of Selgher. 

On the retreat of the Seljukfan Sultan, Atabek Segher under the 
title of Mfizuifur*ud-dein, assumed the sovereign dignity at Shirauz, 
some time in the five hundred and forty third Of the Hidjerah ;|| and 
laid open to every class of those who submitted to bis authority, the 
avebues of beneficence and happiness. 'He withdrew to experience 
the reward of his virtues, in the ever blooming gardens of paradise, 
in the five hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjurab,§ aftera felicitous 
reign of thirteen years. 

Atabek Mfizuffur ud-dein ZEkGtTi, the son of Moudfid, second of 
the race of Selgher, succeeded to his brother, whose virtues he seemed 
studious to emulate. He dit’d in the five hundred and seventy first of 
the Hidjerah, after a just and beneficent reigh of fourteen years. 

Atabek MfiiufiTer-dddein Tuklah, the boa Of ZCngui, third *of the 
face of Selgher. 

This pnnee was tbekeir, and sucensor tdbis fether’s wealth and 
fOY/Sft tnd eveta Surpassed his ^predoedss^, ‘in the' v-^hmee which 
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Ite exerted to pMmOte and secure the tranquillity of his government. A. IT. 591 - 614 . 
He died in the five hundred and ninety-first of the Hidjerah, after a A. D 1195- 1217. 
prosperous reign of twenty years. During the period in which he 
swayed the sceptre of Sbirauz, Atabek Kfitbuddem, a prince of the 
same family governed in Irak Ajem; but, although in other respects 
an able and benevolent monarch, engaging in an unavailing contest 
with Atabek Tuklah, his power did not attain to any degree of stabi- 
lity. He fell, in the issue, into the hands of his relative, and was put 
to death. 

Atabek Miieuffur-ud-dein Abfi Shujia Saud, the son of Zengui, 
fourth of the race of Selgher. 

Succeeding to the sovereign power, on the death of his brother, 

Atabek Sand gave distinguished proofs of the bounty, and liberality 
of his disposition ; but 3Melding to an unfortunate ambition, by which 
he was impelled to undertake the conquest of Irak Ajem, he engaged 
himself in perpetual expeditions for the attainment of that object ; 
and tluis exposed his defenceless capital to frequent surprise and pil- 
lage, by those of his enemies who were ever on the watch for such an 
opportunity. The last time, however, continues our author, in which, 
like the axis of a wheel, Atabek Sand presented himself in various 
di'’efiions, in the prosecution of these visionary projects of ambition, 
he, in the six hundred and fourteenth of the llidj.^rah,* and in the 
neighitorhood of Rev, fell in with the course of Sultan Mahommed 
the Khaurezmian, then proceeding on his design against Baghdad. 

Ill these circumstances, although the whole of his force^did not ex- 
ceed seven hundred cavalrjs the Atabek resolutely assailed the army 
of the Sultan, and first with his arrows, and then with scimitar and 
mace, produced extraordinary havoc among them. Considerably sur- 
prised at the singular activity and prowess displayed on the occasion 
by the Atabek, the Khaurezmian gave orders that his archers should 
forbear to aim at him ; and that every exertion should be made to take 
him alive, and without injury. Thus surrounded on cv ry side, and 
falling from his horse, his adversaries fouild at last an opportunity of 
seizing his person, and he was iunnediately conveyed W thv presence' 
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of the S61tan ; wlio proceeded to interrogitte h’nn w ^o tllcttloti*^'* '’ 
which could induce him to engage in a conflict so unequal. i Tothis 
the Atabck replied, that for such apparent temerity, the only apology > 
which he could otFer, was his entire ignorance that he was opposed 
to the person of so mighty a monarch ; and he continued to plead ftir- 
ther so effectually with his conqueror, that one of the imperial pat'i- • 
lions was immediately ordered to be set apart for his accommodation ; 
\vith every requisite that could contribute either to his pleasure or 
convenience. All these, the Atabek, however, distributed among the 
Sultan’s retinue, even before he had set eyes upon them ; and the ad- 
miration of the Khaurezmian being further excited by an instance of 
liberality, which otherwise appears to have had neither bounds nor re- 
flection, Atabek Saud became thenceforward the inseparable associ- 
ate of his pleasures and amusements ; in which, he indeed, as far sur- 
passed by his convivial qualities, as he had fornierly done by his 
prowess in the field of battle. In the course of a few days it was fin- 
ally agreed upon between the two princes, through the mediation of 
Welek Zouzen, that Atabek Saud should bestow one of his daughters 
in marriage upon Sfiltan Jullaul-ud-dein ; should engage for the ces- 
sion of the fortresses of Istakhir and Eshkowln; and for the animal 
remittance of one third of the re\ enues of Farss to the exchequer of the 
Khaurezmian. 

On the conclusion of the treaty, Atabek Saud, accompanied by an 
escort of Khaurezmian troops, was permitted to take the road to his 
own dominions ; but, his son Abfi Bukker had become no sooner ap- 
prized of th& misfortune, and subsequent stipulations on the part of 
bis father, than he abruptly forsook his allegiance ; and took post, wilh 
a body of his followers, at the foot of the pass of Baubeyn, to intercept - 
his return. Accordinglyj when Atabek Saud arrived on the spot, the . 
head of his escort had just disengaged itself from the pass, when it 
was attacked and cut'ofiFby the Shirkzians ; while the main body, con- • 
ceiving that they were about to become a sacrifice to preconcerted ■ 
treachery between father and son, called aloud for mercy. Having- 
exerted all his eloquence to appease their apprehensions, the Atabek 
hasteneif to present himself to Abfi Bukker, who assailed his person 
tvithout the smallest hesitation ; but ^he elder Atabek no soQi^r 



felt the sword of the parricide, than he returned it so effectually with a. H. G23-58. 
» strokfe of his mace, that it brought him headlong from his horse. A. D. isas-e o. 
The rebel w^as’ afterwards confined to the castle of Istakhar ; while Khoiaussut- 
the father, having re-entered his capital of Shifauz without further 
obstacle, proceeded to fulfil his engagements with the Khaurezinian, 
with the most scrupulous fidelity ; and ultimately dismissed his agents 
in every respect satisfied with the treatment which they experienced. 

Atabek Saud •‘sqrv’ived this untoward contingency for a period of 
some duration ; until the six hundred and twenty-third ofthe Hidjer- 
ah, according to certain authorities, which would assign to his reign 
an interval of two and thirty j^ears. 

Atahck Muzuffur-ud-dein AbD 13ukker, the son of Saud Zengui, 
fifth of the face of Selifher. 

Notwithstanding the stain of rebellion, the Ameirs and principal 
citizens of Shiranz unanimously concurred, on the death of his father^ 
in bestowing the. sovereign authority upon Abu Bukker ; and he is 
said to have far surpassed the merit of all his predecessors, respecta- 
ble as they were, in the vigor of his government, and in his vigilance 
to provide for the welfare of his people. If is zeal for the advance- 
iii'mt of the faith of Malrommed, and his exertions to promote the 
success of every laudable pursuit, few men wore qualified to do justice 
tx> ; neither would it he easy to delineate, continues our autlior, his 
singular skill in jurisprudence, in the subtilties of logic, or in the ab- 
struse reasonings of philosophy. His esteem I'or the religious and 
sincerely devout, was at the same time so couspieuous, that hq did not 
scruple to assign to them on all occasions a decided preference over 
priests and lawyers, and the learned of every description. 

The race of Jengueiz having, however, by this time, completely 
SHhjugated the oriental world, Atabek Abu Bukker exhibited a proof 
of sagacity, and moderationof spirit, equally conspicuous, by the early 
assurances of submission, which, by one of his nephews, he took care 
to convey to the court of Oukdai, or Octal Kaun ; who treated the de- 
putation with particular kindness and distinction, and returned a pa- 
tent ibr the royal authority in Fatss, with the title oi K^tlu»h Khaun. ' 

Th‘- government of \bu Bukker was distinguished by the reduction 
•f Kaibh or ixaiss, Katcif, and Baharein, islands in the gulph of Fes- 
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sia, where he is stated to have acquired prodigioua wealth. tjlbb 
mean time, lluUiukii Khaun had made himself master of.3aghdikl« 
and extinguished the power of the race of Abbas ; and it became ex- 
pedient on the part of Abu Biikkcr, with other feudatories, to tnans* 
mit his congratulations, on an occasion which seemed to put the last 
seal to his vassalage. His son Saud, the heir to his wealth and dig- 
nity, was accordingly dispatched on this errand to the camp of the 
Eyie, or Aeil Khaun; and the 3 'oung prince was on his return to 
Shirauz, after experiencing the most lavorable reception from the 
Moghul monarch, when intelligence reached himof his father’s death, 
which was, at a ve,ry short interval, followed by his own. Atabek Abu 
Bukker bad, it seems, withdrawn to the abodes of eternal happiness, 
on the fifth of the latter Jummaudy,* of the six hundred and fifty 
eighth of the Hidjerah, after a splendid and prosperous reign of five 
and thirty years ; and his son Saud having been already attacked by a 
severe fit of illness on his journey from Baghdad, the information 
which unexpectedly reached him, of the death of his father, and of his 
own accession to the sovereign power, produced a violent aggravation 
of his disorder, and hastened him to the tomb, just twelve days after 
the former event. What renders the reign of Atabek Abii Bukker 
eben Saud Zengui, however, more particularly interesting to the orien- 
talist is, that Saudi, the most edegant and classical of Persian poets, the 
admired bard and moralist of Shirauz, the reibrmcr of his religion, as 
hr has been entitled, flourished under this reign, and made the naiiies 
of both father and son the frequent subject of his praise. 

Ataliek Mahommed, the son of Saud, sixth of the raceof Selghcr. 

Succeeding in infancy to the throne of Shirauz, in consequence of 
the premature dissolution of his father, the administration of affairs 
was undertaken in behalf of this prince by his motlier Tfirkan. a wo- 
man of singular prudence and sagacity ; who did not fail, by a spb'n- 
did embassy, and by presents not less splendid, to solicit and obtain 
from Hiilaukfi, a decree to ratify the succession of her son. But when 
two years had elapsed of the infant reign of Atabek Muhommed, he 
perished by a fall from the terrace of his palace ; and he was succeeded by. 
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• AtaWk MAHtJMMEB SiiAH, the soft of Selgher Shah, seventh of A. H. etm, 
Ihe jace of Selgher. A. D. i2h2. 

. Indebted for his elevation to the exertions of the- dowager princess 
Turkan Kbatikn, his mother in law and the widow of Atakeb Saud, 
and at the same time to the recommendation of the nobles of Shir- 
auz, this prince proved himself, however, at an early period, by aban- 
doning himself to the excesses of wine and intemperance, and to the 
society of youthful profligates, entirely uuvvorthy of, the throne to 
which he had succeeded. A government so contemptible was not 
destined to be of any duration. The total disregard which he evinced 
for the counsels of his mother-in-law, produced on her part, notwith- 
standing the intimacy of their relation, a conspiracy with the Ameirs 
and leading men of the country, to remove him from authority; a de- 
sign which was carried into execution without difficulty. It became, 
however, expedient to represent, by' an immediate deputation to Jlu- 
lauku Khauu, that the measure had been rendered indispensable, l>y 
the total unworthiness and incapacity of the deposed prince, and by 
the means which he had adopted to bring disorder and ruin upon thu 
atfairs of the province. This, together with the consideration that 
matters had already' taken their course, induced the Eyle Khaun to 
listen w ith favorable attention to the Khatiin’s apology ; at least, to 
forbear from any manifest expression of displeasure at what had taken 
place. The authority' of Mahoinmed Shah terminated in the short 
period of eiglit months. 

Atabck Sf.i.JUK Sh.mi the son of Selgher Shab, eighth of the race 
of Selgher, on the deposition of his brother, succeeded to the govern- 
ment, likewise through the influence of Turkan Khatiin, whom he 
immediately married. Being, however, a w'eak and inexperienced 
youth, little inured to the trials and vicissitudes ol life, although we 
do not immediately perceive how this is to account fur such early de- 
pravity, he was led one night, during the fumes of intoxication, to 
form the base design of destroying his benefactress ; which, in one of 
his mercenary and diabolical slaves, lie found an instrument to carry 
into immediate execution. The following day, when the guilty trans- 
action became known to .the publis, two of the agents of Uulauku 
Khaun, deputed to guard his interests in the government of Shirauz, 
openly disapproved of the dped, and were put to death for the avowal, 



A. H. 662-86. This dariug outrage, on the part of the A tabek, brought upoh him the 
A. D 1264-87. gpeed^ vengeance of the Tartar monarch ; who imlnediate^y dispatched 
Kliolaussut- Qng of his, generals, of the name of Ultlkjd, at the head of a powerful 
ul-akhbaur., chastise, and subvert the authority of the perpetrator. Sel- 

jAk Shah had not the courage to abide the storm ; but abandoning his 
government, he withdrew on its approach towards the coast of.the Ar- 
abian, or sea ofOmman. Thither he was, however, pursued by UltlkjA, 
by whom he was overtaken and defeated iu the neighborhood of Kau- 
zerun ; iu which place becoming a prisoner, he was in the six hundred 
and sixty-second of the Hidjerah, by order of llulaukd, finally con- 
demned to die ; being the last, in the male line, of the Atabeks of the 
race of Selgher. 

Atabek Aeysh, the daughter of Saud, son of Atabek Abft Biik- 
ker, being the consort of Maiigu Teymilr the son of liulaukd Khaun,. 
was, by the latter monarch, invested with tlic government of Farss, 
on the execution ofSeljuk Shah ; and when it had been sufficiently 
ascertained, that no one of the male line of the Atabeks appeared 
worthy of the trust. She continued to preside at Shirauz to the day 
of her death, in the six hundred and eighty-sixth of the Hidjerah ; after 
which none of the race of Selgher ever asserted any claim to the go- 
vernment of this favorite domain. 

JVth, of the JIazauraspides, or Atabeks of Laristaun. 

At the period when Atabek Segher, or Sunkurthe son of Moudfid,, 
in the year five hundred and forty-three,* had made himself paramount 
in Farss, ou the expulsion of Melek Sliah of the race of SclyCtk, as 
was recently observed, he employed, under Abu Taher the son of? 
«['id'es^or*Ati'i- blahommed the Fuzluian, a force to subjugate or take possession of 
bfks of Laris- Laristaun. But that chief had no sooner accomplished the object of 
the expedition, than he felt himself qualified to. assume the title of 
Atabek, and to declare himself independant iu the proviucc ; and in 
this his descendants fiillowed his example. 

Atabek Nussrut ud-dein H4.zaukasp, the son of Abu T&lier, se- 
cond of the Atabeksof Laristaun, as the eldest of his-father’s chiidreuv 
succeeded to his authority ; and having added to his possessions the 
territory of Shoulistaun, (region of sands)> he loft the whole in undis- 
puted sovereignty to his son. 


•A.D. H40. 
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'Atabck TukIiAh, tlie son of Hazau rasp, -third of the Atabeks of A. 11. 05^67. 
Laristaun. A. D. ig.>7-W 8. 

From the jealousies which might, however, naturally subsist between Khoiamsut' 
him and Atahek Saud the -son of Zengui, of the race of Selgher, this 
chief was thrice attacked in his government by the troops of that mon- 
arch, and<as often victorious in repelling the aggression. On the ex- 
pedition ugaihst Baghdad,* Atabek Tuklah accompanied the army of 
HAlauku Khaun ; by whose directions he was particularly attached 
to the Tomaun, or division ofKeybuka Nuyan. But, exciting the 
suspicion of that conqueror, by some circumstance which implicated 
his conduct with respect to the unfortunate Mustaussem, it was de- 
termined to put him to death. lie contrived, however, to protract 
his fate for a short time, by escaping into Laristaun ; but being closely 
pursued by the Moghul troops, he was soon overtaken, and, not long 
afterwards atoned, with his blood for his supposed disaffection. 

Atabek Shums-ud-dein Alep AacHUjtheson of Ilazaurasp, fourth 
of the Atabeks of Laristaun, became, on the death of his brother, in- 
vested M'ith the vacant government, by the instructions of H^lauku ; 
and ruled w'ith exemplary justice for a period of fifteen years. 

Atabek Y ussrr Sii a h, the son of Alep Arghu, fifth of the Atabeks 
of Laristaun, succeeded on the demise of his father ; subject to the 
authority of Abaka Khaun. Being, however, in person a constant 
attendant on the court of that monarch, the affairs of the province 
were for the most part administered by his agents. He is said indeed 
to have performed such acceptable and important services to Abaka, 
as entitled him to a very distinguished share in his favor ; and he re- 
ceived in consequence from that prince a grant of the province of 
Khuzistaun; which, together w ith Kohkeilhyah, the cityof Ferouzan, 
and Jermaudekan, was thus annexed to the territories already subor- 
dinate to his controul. On the death of Abaka Khaun, he continued 
his attendance in succession, upon Ahmed Khaun, and Argliifa Khaun ; 
whom he also served with distinguished and unabated zeal. Finally, 
receiving towards the decline of life, the permission of this latter mon- 
arch tomakeajourney into Laristaun, Atabek Yussuf W'as proceeding 
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.A, K. C 87 > 8 &« from thence on an expedition to Kohkeiluyah, when, the occuerence 
A. D.. i88a-».>. qj- ^ fearf-Qi dream compelled him suddenly to return ; and he died in X 
Kholaussut- ycry few days afterwards. 

ul-akhlnar. ^tabek Afrasi AUB, the son of Yussuf Shah, sixth of the Atabeks 

of Laristaan, succeeded to his lather, under the sanction of a decree 
from Ar^hi^n Khaun. However, while that prince was on his death 
bed, Afrasiaub, tfaroogh one of his uncle's sons, whom he employed 
for the purpose, contrived to destroy the governor of Isfaliaun, and to 
seize upon the government of that city ; and, when he had ascertained 
that Arghhn Khaun had absolutely ceased to live, he proceeded without 
further scruple, to nominate in his own behalf, agents and officers to 
take possession of the other principal towns of Persian Irak. He next 
dispatched the son of Tuklah with a competent force to extend his 
usurpation.^ to Derbend of the Kerrahrfld ; where his troops falling in 
with some ofthe Moghfil detachments, they engaged anddefeated them ; 
but, on entering thequartersoftbe Moghuls, proceeding to indulge them- 
selves in every species of debauchery, and irregularity, they were in 
turn assailed by the enemy, animated by the desire of vengeance ; who 
came upon them unexpectedly, and cut them to pieces in the midst 
of their undisciplined excesses. 

On the other hand, apprized of these ambitious undertakings, Kiin- 
jaytu Saltan, the successor of Arghftn Khaun, dispatched a body t>f 
ten thousand horse under Tulaudiii NTi van, to restrain and punish the 
usurpation ofthe Atabek ; who was ultimately taken prisoner in a bat- 
tle with that commander, and conveyed to the presence of Kuiijaytn. 
He was, however, pardoned through the intercession of some of the 
ladies of the imperial family, and possibly from a recollection of the. 
faithful services of his father. But on his enlargement and return into 
Laristaun, proceeding without a cause to put to death his kinsman 
Kuzziii, and several other Ameirs, the guilt of innocent blood did not 
fail, to pursue him ; and he accordingly perished by the sword of the 
avenger, through tlje medium of Serkedauk Nuyan, one of the Mog- 
hul generals, in the subsequent reign of Ghhzan Khaun, about the 
six hundred and ninety-fifth ofthe Hidjerah. 

Atabek Nussrut-ud-dein Ahmed, tliesonof Alep Arghft, seventh 
. of the Atabeks of Laristaun. 
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Khaon ; and by the inflibencfe of a just* and virtuous administration re- 
moved from h'is'peDpite, in a great measure, the smart of their recent 
suffertngs. He died in the seven hundred and ihirty-fhird of the Hid- 
jerali, after a l6ng'and prosperous reign of eight and thirty years. 

Atebek Rokken-ud-deih Yussuf SHAH,thesecond, son of Ahmed* 
eighth of the Atabeks of Laristaun, succeeded on the death of his fa- 
ther; affter u'hom he governed, with equal justice and liberality, fora 
period of six j’cars. He died in the former Jummaudy, of the seven 
hundred and fortieth of the Jlidjerah.*' 

Atabek Mtizuffur-iid-dein Afrasiaub thesecond, the son ofYus- 
snf Shah, ninth and last of the Atabeks of Laristaun ; of whom nothing 
further is mentioned, than, that after exercising the functions of au- 
thority for a limited period, he also passed, like his predecessors, to 
nnotlrcrand unknown state of existence. “ On that world which 
“sprung from nothing, and which terminates ip death, it would in- 
“ deed,** observes the author, “be effregious folly to build the cxpecta- 
“ tion either of stability, or perpetuity.” 

Of tiie dinastics, of which it was proposed to include an account in 
the present chapter, there still remain four to com])lcte the narration ; 
t)ut as the circumstantial detail, even reduced to its utmost brevity, 
would occupy the place of far more important mutter, to which the 
roniaiuder of this volume must necessarily be devoted, the reader is 
introated to lie satisfied with the subjoined list of successions, in tlie 
several branches to which we have here adverted. 

Jst, of the Ktirahhalai/uns in Kcrmann. 

Of these the first who aspired and estahlished his claims, to in- 
dependent power, was the Bouauk IIaujek, formerly menti..ned ; 
who made himself master of the province of Kermaun by the defeat of 
Ahftl Kaussem Ziizenv. in the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hid- 
jerah ; obtained from Oukilui, or Octai Kaun, the title of KutLugli 
Khaun ; and maintained his authority, with distinguished reputation, 
until the twentieth ofZilkaudah, of the year six bundled and thirty- 
two, when lie died, after a reign of about fourteen years. 

* KovemL'cr, A. D. JOao. t Fiff** of A. D. 1233. 
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SMtaxkBQkken-ud-^^ip K^AUJAU Hu49K,|he;spnp£.Borauk 
jcb, was absent at the period of hia father’s death, with the court of 
Oukdiii Kaun ; but obtaining frorp thatgrcat monarch a patent for the 
government of Kcrmaun, he returned without delay to take possession 
of his inheritance^ and entered the capital of the province on the 
tw.enty-sixth of Shabaun, of. the year six hundred and thirty three;* 
his couzin german Kptb-ud>dcin Mahommed, wl^o had obtruded him- 
self into the government, retiring on his approach. Nevertheless, alter 
reigning with considerable prosperity for a period of fifteen years, he 
was after all, by the injunction of Mangfi Khaun, placed at the dispo- 
sal of the same Kflitb-ud-dein, by whom he was put to death. 

Sultan Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Khemeir Taynkil, 
assumed the government of Kermaun, in the middle of Shavaul of the 
six hundred and fiftieth, and reigned with great happiness to his sub- 
jects, until llnmzaun of the six hundred and fifty-fifth of the lli(lierah,'|‘ 
the period of his death. 

Although he left two sons, the government ivas conferred, on the 
death of Kutb-ud-dein, on his widow Kiitliigh Turkan, w'hose daugh- 
ter was married to Abaka Khaun. The royal title was, however, nomi- 
nally bestowed upon Hejauje Sultan, one of the sons of the late 
prince. But, on attaining to years of discretion, the young Sultan 
proceeding to treat his mother with indignity, and in one of his carous- 
als, proposing to her to dance before him. the insulted princess justly 
took offence, and withdrew' to the court of Abaka. . The Siiltan not 
a little terrified on his part, fled shortly afterwards into lliudustaun. 
At the expiration of ten years, followed by a considerable army raised 
for his assistance by the princes of India, he was returning to recover 
his inheritance ; when ho died on the inarch, in the month of Zilhudje, 
of the six hundred and seventieth of the llidjerah. 

Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein Sk yurghetmesii, the son of Kutb-ud- 
dein Mahommed, solicited and obtained from Silltan Ahmed Khaun, 
a patent for the province of Kermaun, and for the removal of Kutljgh 
Tfirkan ; and some time in the six hundred and eighty-first of the 
Hidjerah,* entered the capital and took possession of his government. 
Kfitlugh Turkan died of grief atTebreiz in the course of tliesuccecd- 

• Fourth of May, A. D. 1236. t September, A. D. 1257. 
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in^ haJv’ing'held the nominal sovereignty of Kermaun for a 

period of six and twenty years, tn six hundred and ninety -one Sul- 
tan Sey&rghetmesh was himself displaced, in favor of his sister Pad- 
sbah^ihatftn,' under the authority of Ki^njhitd Sultan, and confined 
to th^ Cfistle of Kermaun. lie contrived, however, in the course of a 
ftw days4o make hisescape ; but, through the influence of his evil 
destiny, falling again into the hands of his lister, he was inhumanly 
put to death by her orders, in the six hundred and ninety-third of the 
Jlidjerah. lie is spoken of as a just, prudent, and intelligent prince, 
whose'governmentwas a model of propriety and regularity. 

Seft'fiet-ud-dein J’adshah Khatun, the daughter of Kfitb-ud- 
dein Mahommed, notwithstanding her cruelty to her brother, is des- 
cribed as a Just and accomplished princess, equally distinguished for 
the beauties of her person, for the benevolence and purity of her dis- 
positi(j||, and for her singular and extraordinary talents in every res- 
pect. On the accession of Baydu Khauu, who succeeded to Kfinjai- 
tu, about the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the Hidjerah, and who 
was married to Shah Allum the daughter of Seyurghetmesh, the prin- 
cess Padshah Ivhsitftn began with good reason to entertain apprehen- 
. ioiis of a sudden and gloomy reverse ; and the widow ot her brother, 
with her dependents, escaping about the same time from Kermaun, 
soon collected a numerous force, with which she returned and laid 
si ge to the capital. In a few days Padshah KhatCin resigned herself 
to her fate, and throwing open the gates of the capital to her besiegers, 
she was by them imprisoned ; and shortly afterwards, in Shabaiin of 
the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the Hidjerah, put to death by 
order of IJaydfi Khaun ; thus, by a just retribution, being compelled to 
taste of the same bitter draught whichshe had socruelly administered 
to her unfortunate brother. 

Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein Mahommed Shah thesonof Hejauje SuL 
tan, was invested with the government, under the authoritj'ofChazi 
an Khaun, in Zilhudje of the six hundred and ninety-fbuith of th6 
Hidjerah.; and bedietl in the year seven hundred stoB one, at the age 
of twenty-nine, i» consequence of a fever contracted by debauch. 

Kfitb-ud-dein Shah .Iahaun the sonofSeyfirglictinesh, lastofthc 
KarakhSttayans, assjjraed the government on the deatlf of MatiOlUmed 

3x3* 
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A- Jt. 70MI. SijtAQj uoder-a grant from Oh^ZAn £.hauB ; ihut«n Abe aoMsaien Af 
A. J). 1 ^ 01 . 40 . XJJjJiitO Sultan, iu .couse(j,nence of some former grudge, be was d«* 
*1** poaed from his antliority by that monarch. Shahjabaua ^withdrew 

' ' Atptai this to Shirau;Z, where, though -calmly tesjgned to liu destiny, 
his merit rose superior to his fortune, and acquired for him yet some 
share of povycr. He left a daughter of the name of K.haun Khtluk* 
who became the wifcof4.meiT Mahomraed Mtizutfur, and jbhe laocher 
of the princes Shah Shujia, Shah Mahmud, and Multan Ahmed, of 
Shirauz and Farss. On the removal of Skahjahaun, an short, the pro- 
vince of Kermaun was assigned to the Jengueizian Ameirs in succes- 
sion, until the seven hundred and forty -first of the Hidjerab ; when it 
Avus permanently transferred to the same Anicir Mahomintd 
pf whom immediately. 

Ild, of the race of Muzj^ur. 

Oheyauth-ud-dein H^jy Khorassauny the founder of this fi^ily, is 
stated to have been a native of Khawauf, Avho, on the irruption oftiic 
Moghi\ls under Jengueiz, retired to Yezd, in the adjoining angle of 
the province of Farrs. He had three sons, Abu Bukkrr, Mahommcil, 
and Mupstir. Of the two former of these, who engaged iii the service of 
Alla>ud-doulah the governor of Yezd, there remained no posterity ; 
bpt Munsur, who continued with his father, had three sons, Mahom- 
Of the race of pted. Ally, and Muzuffur ; the latter, though youngest of the brothers, 
M&zufiur. becoming renowned beyond his compeers in the achievements of the 
field of battle. After long wandering, without a settlement, through 
different parts of Irkk Ajem, this warlike adventurer repaired at last 
to the court of A rgh fin Khaun; by whom, in consequence of hiaeingu- 
lar accomplishments of person and mind, he W'as early jidvanced to the 
^nk of Yessawul, or silver stick. 

On the accession ofKfinjaytu, the fortune of Ameir Mfizuffurcon^- 
tinued to be-advanced,- until by the time that Ghfizan Khaan ascended 
throne of Hfilaukili, he w'as of sufl&cieat eminence to receive from 
that monarch the government of Hasmnrab, with the disttnetion of 
the standard and kettle' drum. On the death of Ghlzan Khsun, he 
becajpmetill fiurther promoted under the auspices of U>^aitfi, being at 
the same dime entrusted with the protection of the roads from Aber- 
koh« and Merfi, and with the government of Meybud; at wlifch 
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laUer plact, wbeft Iw; was not in attendanoe on tlie person of Ins so- 
vereign, he now geaerally resided, until the period of his death, in the 
seven hundred and thirteenth of the Hidjerah. 

Hcieft an only son, Mubaurez-ud-dein Mahommki), who hast- 
ened on the death of his father to the presence of Ulj&itti Sultan ; by 
whom he was immediately invested with all the honors and appoint- 
ments of the departed MuzulTur. He continded at court for a period 
of four years, at the expiration of which he was permitted to repair to 
his government of Meybiid, by Sultan Abu Saeid, who then filled the 
throne. In theseven hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah, he ap- 
peared however again in the court of Abu Saeid, from whom, in addi- 
tion to his former dignities, he now received the government of Yezd. 
In the course of the sumo year, with not more than eight of his brav- 
est followers, he was engaged in a perilous conflict with the Nikodri- 
ans, af(^cious banditti who then infested the roads of Khorassaun ; in 
which TO less than seventy arrows were lodged in different parts of his 
armour. Ilcescaped, hoAvcver, otherwise uninjured, after defeating the 
banditti, w hose chief he captured, and conveyed in a cage, together 
with the heads of several of his associates, to the camp of Abu S&eid. 

In the seven bundred and twenty-ninth* of the Hidjerah, as re- 
cently intimated, Ameir Mnbaurez-ud-dcin Mahouimed, was united 
in wedlock to Khaun Kutluk the daughter of Shahjahaun the exiled 
chief of Kcrinaun. And in seven hundred and thirty tour he again vi- 
sited the court of Abu Saeid, being on the occasion accompanied by 
his son Shah Shurf-ud-dein Muzufiur, and experiencing from the suc- 
cessor of Hulauku the most favorable reception. In the course of the 
same year he attended Abu Saeid to Baghdad, and availed himself of 
the opportunity to visit the tomb of Ally at Nudjef. He returned 
shortly afterwards to Yezd. 

The turbulent and ambitious having availed themselv^es, on the 
death of Sultan Abu Saeid, in the seven hundred and thirty -sixth of 
the Hidiorah,f of an opportunity to divide the empire, the whole pro- 
vinceofFarss was taken possession of, daring the confusion, by Ameir 
Mussaoud Shah the son ed Mahmiid Shah Aynji^ ; Ameir Shaikh Abu 
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A. 11. 736-41. Ishauck, celebrated for the liberality of his disposition and the benigf- 
A. D 1835-40. njty of his manners, proceeding immediately towards Yezd. He was, 
Khoiaussut- however, met at some distance from that place by Ameir Mahommed» 
ul-akhbanr. hospitable and conciliatory demeanor, be was tor the present 

diverted from any hostile design. But when, after a few days resi- 
dence in the neighborhood of Yezd, Ameir Abd Ishauck had proceed- 
ed some distance on hih march towards Kermaun, he suddenly re- 
turned tow’ards the former place; and Ameir Mahomincd found him- 
self now constrained to quit the city with the determination to fjive 
him battle. Before matters had, however, been carried to the last ex- 
tremity, an accommodation was arranged between these hostile chiefs 
through the mediation of Shaikh Ally Amran, a celebrated Peir, or 
Mahommedan saint, of that age. 

In the seven hundred and fortieth of the llidjcrah, Ameir Mahom- 
med associated w'ith Ameir Peir Hussevne Tchoubauny in Uk design 
of reducing Shirauz. On the arrival of the invaders at Istaknar, about 
forty miles from his capital, Ameir Muss^ioud Shah rctirwl towards 
Kauzerun, whither he was immediately pursued by Ameir Mahom- 
med ; but the enemy entirely dispersing on his approach, the latter 
returned without delay to rejoin Ameir iliisseyne in the siege of 
Shirauz ; which, after a defence of some duration, was ultimately per- 
mitted to capitulate, through the interposition of Kauzy Mojid-ud-dein 
Isniaily, another very learned religionist of those times. Ameir Pe/r 
.Hussevne now made his entry into Shirauz in great triumph, assign-- 
iiig to Ameir Mahommed the government of Kermaun ; of which, in 
Mohurrim, of the year seven hundred and forty-one,* he accordingly 
proceeded to take possession. He was received into the capital of the 
province without opposition, Mclek Kutb-ud-dein Neikrouz, the go- 
vernor, having fled at his approach towards Herat ; but imprudently 
dispersing his troops into separate and distant quarters, in order to 
afford relief to the inhabitants, intelligence of the circumstance was 
conveyed to Neikrouz ; who prevailed upon Ameir Daoud the lieu- 
tenant of Herat, after he bad resided for some time under his protec- 
tion, to assist him in the recovery of hie government. The fugitive 
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govfernor,' accompanied by Ameir D&oud, at the head of a body of A..H. 741-42. 
Qhourians, arrived, by stolen marches, within four farsangs of Ker- A- P 1340-4 1. 
maun, before Ameir Mahommed was apprized of his danger. The 
latter, destitute of troops for his defence, quitted the city in the dead 
of the night, and withdrew to a station on the frontier, until he could 
assemble a force to make head against the enemy ; Neikrouz with his 
ally the lieutenant of Herat, entering Kermaun the ensuing day, and ’ 
proceeding without molestation to re-establish the government. But 
Ameir Mahommed, having in a short time re-assembled a sufficient • 
force for the undertaking, and being further joined by a division of • 
the troops of Peir Ilusseyne, proceeded to carry fire and sword to 
the gates of the city, and as speedily reduced it a second time, and 
restored his authority throughout the country. Soon afterwards he 
completed the subjugation of the province by the capture of the for- 
tress of li^mm, or Bamm ; vvblj^ was, after a gallant resistance, and 
several conflicts under the walls, ultimately surrendered to his mercy 
by its then possessor Shujia-ud-dcin. This unfortunate chief exper- ' 
ienced at first a kind reception from his conrpieror, but exhibiting 
sonic fresh proofs of hostility, he was finally put to death. 

'J'he harmony which had for some time subsisted between Ameir 
Mahommed, and Peir Husseyne Tchoubauny was destined, through 
the arts of the evil disposed, to terminate in the course of the seven 
hundred and forty second of the Hidjerah ; but as Peir IJfisseyne vras 
compelled soon afterwards, by the disaffection of some of his principal 
followers, to withdraw to Tebreiz, to solicit the assistance of Ameir 
Peir Hussun Kotchek, he was there basely poisoned by the hand from 
which he sought relief. Irak Ajein, with Shirauz, upon this, fell 
once more into the hands of Ameir Mussaoud Shah ; who now hast- • 
ened from Baghdad, and was quietly re-instated in the possession of his • 
capital. Endeavoring, however, to redress the inhabitants against some - 
excesses committed before his arrival, by Ameir Yaughy Pausty, 

■ that chief took ofl'ence, and availed himself of the first opportunity to 
put his superior to death. Ameir Shaikh Abu Ishauck .was enabled i 
however, with the assistance of the people of Shirauz, to attack and 
expel the murderer, and to assume the government in his own name. 
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A. II. 745.«r. Subsequent to these events, Kermaun was twice invaded , hy tAtw ' 
A. D. 1844-48, same Ameir Abh Ishauck, once in seven hundred and forty-five^ and 
Kholwnsut- a second time in the seven hundred and forty-seventh of the Hidjerab ; 
ul-akhbaw. ^vijich occasions the invader, after committing horrible devast- 

ation, was, however, compelled to return' without deriving any per- 
manent advantage. But in the course of the latter year, the MoghAhr 
of Jermaunand Oughaun, who had been called in, at the request of 
Seyiirghetmesh the Karakhatayan, in the time of Arghdu Khaun,to 
protect the roads in the neighborhood of the province, beginning to 
exhibit some symptoms of a refractory disposition, Ameir Mabommed 
was under the necessity of leading his troops against thorn ; and be- 
ing defeated by them, in a battfo wbioh took place in the desert of 
Khawin, and forced to retire before them towards Kermuuii, Ameir 
Abu Isliauck, on intelligjence of the disaster, and in defiance of recent 
engagements, proceeded to the attac]4|||>Yezd ; of which, i||>eonse- 
queuce of the absence of Shab Sburf-ud-dein, at this period in attend- 
ance upon bis father, he obtained possession. Shah Shurf-ud-dein, 
hastened upon this to the defence of Meybud, tlie cradle and retreat 
of his family, which Abu Isbauck had also dispatched a force to seize 
upon. Shah Shurf-ud-dein succeeded in anticipating the design, ami 
in defeating tlie troops employed to carry it into execution. Abe Is- 
hauck now appeared in person before Meybud : but dist;overing in the 
course of a tew days* hostilities that be bad inadverten-lly engaged 
in an eatvrprize full of danger and diScuIty, he ventured to propose 
a personal interview with Shah Shurf-ud-dein M£tzulfur, at wliioh an 
accommodation was readily agreed to on the part of the latter. Abfi 
Ishauck' returned without fiHthet delay to Yezd ; where, finding that 
Sultan Shah Jandaur, whom he had employed to assist tlm Jemiaun- 
ian and Qi^haa, or perhaps Avghnn tribes, had made but a discourag- 
ing progress in hiaoperations against Ameir Mahommed, he had re- 
course to th«-mediatbo» of two respeclablo and disinterested individu- 
als, of their common faiithy to briiig about 'aHOtlioF treaty -of peace; oa 
the condiusioB of which, he once more- withdrew to Shirauz. 

The ckiiefs of the two hostile tribes dow claimed tlK^ protectfon of 
Ameir Mabommed, who consented tooverikmk their tvansgr<* 9 * 
•ions, and otkeivvi.se treated them with extraordinary liberality. 
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Xevertkeleiss, renewed provocations on the part of these tintractable 
and f(^ocioud-l»ndittk soon led him to seek their entire extirpation ; 
which, by tbediistrnction ’of their leaders, he shorty afterwards ac> 
complishedt ' ' 

In the seven. hundred and forty-ninth* of the Hidjerah, Ameir Abd 
Ishauck, throngh'an invasion of the territory of that prince, by a force’ 
under Sdkan’^ah Jandanr, again violated his engagements with Ameir' 
Maboramed Mdzuifur; but disgusted with these repeated instances 
of bad faith on the part of his employer, SdltanShah now determined at 
once to go over to hisadversftiry ; among whose most distinguished 
officers, he became iniiWHliatcly enrolled. Two years afterwards, 
about the seven hundred and fifty-first of the Ilidjerah, Abd Ishauck 
proceeded, notwitiistaiiding, once more to form the siege of Vezd ; but 
after consuming much fruitless labour and exertion before the place, 
he was this time compelled t^jj^Miirn to Shirauz, covered with disa- 
jjointm<‘nt. In seven hundred and forty-three, he appears to have 
nnule his final elTort for the subjugation of Kermaun, atrainst which he 
directed a powerful army under one of his nio.st distinguished generals- 
Ameir Maiiommed, aecompanied by his sons and noblest adherents, 
hasti-ned to o]>pose the invaders, with whom he came to an action at 
a place called Punjaiignsht ; and there, through the distinguished 
prowess and activity of his tsvo sons, Shah MuznflTur, and Shah Shu- 
jiali, he totally defeated the troops of his adversary. 

These ri-peated aggressions, Ameir Malmmmed, in thd early part of 
seven hundred and fifty-four, determined to retaliate by the final re- 
diiction of Shirauz ; which, after a fruitless attempt at an accommo- 
dation on the part of his rival, (who declined a battle on his approach, 
and threw himself into his capital) he at length invested. During the 
siege, which he prosecuted with extraordinary vigor for many montlis, 
he was himself attacked bva severe indisposition; but, he experienced 
a still more’ grievous affliction in the loss of his eldest son, Shah Shurf- 
ud-dein Mfizuifur, who died in the former Jummaudy of this year, in 
the flower of life. lie continued, however, to carry on his attacks 
without remission, and without exhibiting any outwar-d mark of sor- 
row, until the third day ot Shavaul,'f when he made a general assault 
•A. D, 1318. + October i.3tb, A.D, 13^3. 
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up6a tlio town ; into which, by a preriona armng^«ntr4ie wara^* 
niitted through the MaristaiHi gate, by Kuili^ NaMerotHMein Omar, 
the provost, or wtrden, of that quarter of the city.*’ Such at die same 
time, is described to have been the state of insensibility to which Ab^i 
Ishauck had reduced himself frequent debauch,' that he could not 
be immediately persuaded, that the alarm which reached his ears was 
occasioned by the presence of his adversary; of whom bespoke with a 
contempt which evinced the blindest fatuity. He was, however, not 
suffered to be longfdubious of the truth ; and he fled, crest fallen and 
dismayed, towards the Shoulistaun, or sandy region, on the sea coast 
of Mekraun ;• while his triumphant ri\'al proceeded at leisure to es- 
tablish his power, and to assume the royal authority in the metropolis 
of Suliinan ; a title by which the fair city of Shirauz has been some- 
times dignified by the orientals. In the mean time, the extruded chief 
continued his retreat through the ^||||ule8taun to Kellasefiaid, the 
white fortress, and from thence dispatched to solicit the aid of Anieir 
Shaikh Hussun the Eylekliaunian, at Baghdad. From that prince he 
received, accordingly, a reinforcement of ten thousand horse, with 
which, and some other troops whom he contrived to re-asseinblc, he 
now returned towards Shirauz. But Shah Shujia, at the instance of 
his fattier, hastening to oppose him, his followers dispersed without 
coming to action ; and the unfortunate prince, thus abandoned to his 
destiny, and accompanied by a few only of his most faithful friends, 
took the road towards Isfahaun. Shah Shujia on returning to Shir- 
auz on this occasion, was invested by his father, with the government 
of Kermaun, to which he repaired shortly afterwards. 

Leaving his sister’s son, Shah Sultan, in the government of Shirauz, 
Ameir Mahommed Mdzuffur proceeded, in the seven hundred and 
fifty-fifth* of tlie llidjerah to invade Ir&k Ajem, being joined at the 
St. lion called the yellow palace, by his son Shah Sh&jiafroin Kermaun. 
At this place, intelfigence being, however, conveyed to him, that Eye- 
temur, at the head of a division of thevadherents of Abfi Ishauck, was 
advancing from tli ; Shoulistaun towards Shirauz, Shah Sbiijia was ne- 
*From wfaat follows, it may, notwitbstanding, a|^ly to fbc rocky territory nortb west of 
Shiraiu. 

* A.D.1354. 
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eesssorily disp&tched to avert the danger from that quarter; but on his 
niarclit beiDg4oined by Shah Sultan the governor of Shirauz, he learnt 
Irom. him that the euemy were alreadyinpossessionofthecity^uHlhad 
set fire to the quarter of the Murestaun. Shah Sh&jia on this intel- 
ligence hastened his march ; and, bre&king unexpectedly into the town^ 
cut to pieces both Eyetemi&rand his followers, and the whole of those 
who had joined his standard; of whom not one escaped to describe the 
unlocked for catastrophe. 

In the mean time, Ameir Mahommed conducted his troops to the 
gates of Is&haun, of which he immediately formed the siege ;* but the 
defence being protracted beyond his expectations, and his army evinc- 
ing, moreover, a disposition to be refractory, he was compelled for the 
present to forego the design, and return to Shirauz. 

About two years afterwards, in the seven hundred and fifty-seventh 
of the Hidjerali, he was, how^^fT, enabled to resume the siege; but, 
the rigor of the cold season supervening, he consigned the prosecution 
of the enterprize, after some mouths, to his nephew, Shah Sultan, 
recently mentioned, and removed to a milder climate. Shah Sultan 
exerted liis utmost resoiirees and activity, to make himself master of 
the town, and, in the course of the succeeding spring,.he found himself 
in possession of his object. In these appalling circumstances, per- 
ceiving himself shut out from every hope of deliverance by the reduc- 
tion of his capital, Ameir Shaikh Abfi Ishauk Eynjfi determined to fly 
for sanctuary to Moulana Asseil-ud^dein^ the Slmikh-ul-Islaum, or 
patriarch of the province ; but as Shah SAltan-, utterly unmindful of 
the multiplied obligations under which he stood to the unfortunate- 
prince for former tavors, bad dispersed his emissaries in every direc- 
tion to discover his retreat, it also occurred, to the Moulana, that they 
must ultimately come upon their object; and he therefore did not 
scruple to acquaint Shah Shltan with the abode- of his victim.. The 
Sultan^ with ungenerous zeal, immediately sent to seize the person of 
the unhappy Ameir; who, togt.-ther with one hundred' of his most ob- 
ivoxious adherents, was now conveyed towards Shirauz. The guards 

‘During the siege Ameir Mubommed is said to have aekiiowletiged the authoritv of \l>& 
Bukkerof the nice of Ahbas, who li.id'proclaimed hiinseif, iuEgvpt, the successor to the 
Xiuiliis, with the title of U1 JVliatezzed Billi'li. 
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As with the care of .his cooidtieted 4bd {shpinck hjF.^in* 

^ HftW'P rpads»^ the op^pspaeCi.Qr .esp^^itad.e,.belorethe gate.of Utakli- 

spr, .where 4mojp Mabommed, wi.th the -Ulemas, Kausiea, andtpria- 
cipal jnbajbitants, awaited bis arrival. And, h(ere the devoted captive 
being interrogated by Ameir Malunnmedas to his conduct in the death 
of a certain Ameir Hadje Zoraub, and acknowledging without reserve, 
in bis reply, that this person had suffered by his orders, was immedi> 
ately delivered over to the sons of the same Zoraub, to atone with his, 
blood for the death of their father. The youngest of these struck off liis 
bead on the spot, with a single stroke of his scimitar. This event, 
which was regretted by multitudes of people, took place in the latter 
part of the former Jummaudy of the seven hundred and fifty-eighth of 
the Ilidjerah.* 

In the course of seven hundred and fifty-nipe, Ameir Mahommed pro- 
ceeded to Isfaliaun, in order to preparp^e equipmentsof an expedition, 
which he had in contemplation, againiiitthe province of Azerbayjaun; 
and was received, on his arrival in the neighborhood, by Shah Sultan, 
at the head of the most distinguished inhabitants, who had hastened to 
meet, andvvho now conducted him into themetropolisoflrak,\vithcvory 
possible demonstration of respect. Unfortunately, inconsequence ol'liis 
indefatigable zeal andeminent personal services, particularlyinexploring 
the retreat, and relieving him from his apprehensions of an enemy so 
formidable as Abfi Ishauck, Shah Sultan had been led to indulge expecta- 
tions of favor, on the part of Ameir Mahommed, which it might have 
been difficult to realize. The reception which he experienced was, 
however, equally cold and mortifying to his hopes. He proceeded 
notwithstanding, to provide a most maguificeotcutertainineat,to which 
he invited his uncle. On entering the banqueting room, the eyes of 
the old chief, however, no sooner tell on the costliness and splendor of 
the arrangements, than he gave a signal to his attendants to seize on^ 
and appropriate to themselves, the whole ofwhat had been tbus.collected 
at a vast expence to do him particular honor ; after which, and having . 
spoken to his nephew in language peculiarly acrimonious and severe,: 
he abruptly quitted the apartment. Treatment apparently so unmer- 

A. D. 1367, 



iteid ahii injurio^, deeply imfilanted ift the bosom of the Siutltan, that 
animosity, which, at the proper period, did not fail to display its effects. 

. These ebullitions of jealousy, or ill temper,'didhi6t, however, divert 
Ameir Mahommed from tire object which bad brought him into Irak. 
With twelve thousand chosen horse, the flower of that country, of 
Lari'staun, and 'Parss, he advanced in due time towards Azerbayjaun ; 
Aukhy Jouk the governor of the province, at the head of a superior 
forceof thirty thousand men, at the same time hastening tooppose him. 
At a place called Meyan Gucrdan, these hostile armies came to a bat- 
tle, in which, after a severe and obstinate conflict, Ameir Mahommed 
was ultimately victorious, his two sons, Shah Shujia and Shah Mah- 
mud pursuing the vanquished all the w’ay to Nakhtchdan ; where, for 
the space of three days, they celebrated their victory, by every species 
of festivity and recreation, and then returned to rejoin their father. 
On this occasion, they were' destined lo experience from him, a treat- 
ment similar to that by which he bad already alienated the attachment 
of Shah Sfiltan ; and he completed the measure of their grievances by 
unjustly ascribing lo Shah Yaheya the whole merit of his recent vic- 
tory, which determined them to watch an opportunity'} of revenge. 
At the expiration of two months, during which he continued at Teb- 
reiz, he received intelligence that Sultan Aweiss the Eylekhaunian 
was advancing from Raghddd, to recover llm capital of Azerbayjaun ; 
and Ids astrologers having long since taught him that he was destineiP 
to experience some grievous calamity, from a warrior tall in stature, 
with the features and complexion of a Tartar, he all at once discovered 
in Sultan A>veiss, the object of his apprehensions, and^suddenly with- 
drew towards Isfahaun. During his retreat, his behavior towards his 
sons became every day still more aggravating. He would menace 
them at one time with the loss of sight, at another with death ; and on 
some occasions, observes our author, he would condescend to address 
them in language thatw'ould disgrace the lips of a camel driver. 

Under these circumstances of perpetu'al irritation, Shah Shujia and 
Shah Mahmbd, both Anally determined on seizing the person of the old 
prince ; and, for J.bat purpose entered into immediate consultation 
with their kinsman, Shah Siiltan ; who kvailed himself of the oppor* 
tunity to apprize them, that their father had already formed the design 
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A. H. 760. of sbuttiog them upinaprison, andofraisingSAltan Abiti Yezzeid'tothe 

A. D. 18 & 0 . throne of Ir&k, reserving to himself the commandof the armies. And 

^1^ kblT^’ upon this, a plan wan concerted between the three malcontent princes, 
to seize and immure the person of the old monarch, immediately on. 
their arrival at Isfahaun. 

Some time had, however, been suffered to elapse after their return 
to thatcity, when, one night, Slxah Sultan appeared unexpectedly at 
the residence of Shah Shhjia, alone and on foot, and urgently intreated 
that he might be alLovved to make his escape without delay ; since he 
had that moment discovered that the whole of their designs had been 
betrayed to Ameir Mahommed ; and which, if' true, it was impossible 
that they should be suffered to outlive the ensuing morrow. Shah 
Shujia made some effort to appgase his apprehensions ; but it wa.s 
finally resolved to set them effectually at rest, by seizing the person, 
of Ameir Mahommed the very next morning.. Accordingly, the three 
princes proceeded togetlier early in the forenoon of the followingday, 
to carry their design into execution. Ameir Mahommed happened at 
the moment of their approach to be employed in reading his Koran, 
in one of the Balakhanahs, or balconies, of tlu: palace. Shah Malimud 
remained at thje outward gate, to occupy the attention of the servants 
of the court ; Shall Shiijia, with some of the most resolute of his fol* 
lowers, took post at the foot of the stair-case ; while Mhssaufor Boii- 
llptchei, with six of the boldest conspirators, ascended to the presence 
of the old chief, who demanded, with some surprise wdiere they had 
been to ?, They evaded the question by beginning to state that Shah, 
ShAjiahad not the means of defraying his most necessary expenccs ; and. 
Ameir Mahommed upon this, laying, his hand upon hw sword, with, 
an air of displeasure, Mussat^er immediately threw himself upon him. 
The old monarch rose, however, and defended himself with consider- 
able activity and presence of mind, until o.verpowered by the united, 
.strength of the six other conspirators; who at last succeeded tn. secur- 
ing his person, and.focciag him. into the interior of the palace, where 
be continued to give vent to bis rage, without, ceasing, and inthe< 
most violent language, until. sunset, fje was sent off the same night, 
towards the castle of Tabarek, where, on the niaeteeutb of iiamzauOi 



bftlics^rteh hundred and sixtieth of thfe’Hfdjerah,** he was finally 
deprived of sight by his ofTendcd kinsman Shah Sdltan. ‘ 

■ Shah Shdjia now publicly assumed the royal {Authority; and repair- 
ing to Shirauz, flora thence dispatched Prderk to remove hislkther 
from Tabarek, to Kella sefieid, in the mountains north dfNobundejan. 
When he had, however, remained in confinement at that plate for about 
two months, the Shah zkdahs became ashamed of their unnatural 
conduct ; and opening a correspondence with their insulted parent, 
soughtto conciliate his forgiveness, byever}^ method they could devise. 
Ari accommodation was at last arranged, by which it was finally agreed 
that the old prince should return to Shirauz, and be restored to the 
royal authority; Shah Shujia engaging at the same time to take no 
step in the government, without the'concurrenceof his father. Amcir 
Mahommed upon this hastened once more to Shirauz ; where he found 
every stipulation punctually adhered to by Shah ShAjia. But, when 
matters had proceeded in this train for a little while, Ameir Mahom- 
med unfortunately suffered himself to be prev'ailed upon, by the sug- 
gestions of the evil disposed, to adopt a plan for seizing the person of 
Shah Shujia, and for raising Sultan Abu Yezzeid to the royal dignity; 
while the superintendance of the armies should be transferred to Shah- 
Yaheya. Shah Shujia receiving, however, intimation of the design, 
contrived to elude the snare, h\’ cutting off the whole of his adversa-^ 
ries, before they had an opportunity of carrying their plans into exe- 
cution. Ameir Mahommed was now banished to the Gurrumsej'r, 
the country below the moun tains, tow'ards the sea coast, probably so 
called from tbe excessive heat of the cjimate. Here he fell into a stato 
of ill health, under which, w'heh he had continued to linger for some 
time, Shah Shiijia, in the expectation that he might be relieved by the 
change, directed him to be removed to the fortress of Bamm, in Ker- 
maun. The old monarch derived, however, but little benefit trorn 
the removal ; and breathed his last at the close of the latter Rebbeia of 
the seven hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjerah ;* precisely fifty-two 
years after the death of his father. His remains were conveyed to 
Meybud, the early abode ot the family; where they were committed to 

*Augttst 12th, A. D. 1359. fFrbnury, 13<!4. 
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A. ]i«.^4’8Br9Gb in the edifice'CaHed'th^ CQ^legeof Mi^zu£riafai pos^bly erected 

A. D. 1304-e». jjy Amfiir Muzuffiw. 

in*ifclS^ JuUauI-ud.dein Shah Shvjia had, aa we have seen, exercised 
* the royal authority for some years previous to .the death of bis father; 
and he died on Sunday night, twenty-second of Shabwin of the 
seven hundred and eighty-sixth of the Hi^erah,* after a splendid, but 
turbulent reign, of five and twenty years and two months. He is des- 
cribed to have surpassed his contemporaries in every virtue, and every 
accompUshmrat that could secure the respect and admiration of man- 
kind ; but .the limits of our plan have necessarily precluded our en- 
tering into a relation of the contest, which was long protracted between 
him and his brother Shah Mahmhd, supported by the troops of Siiltan 
Aweiss the Eylekhaunian, monarch of Uaghditd, and which ultimately 
terminated, notwithstanding, in favor of Shah Shhjia. At his death he 
is said, in a mosteloqucntletter to have recommended his children to 
the protection of Teymfir. 

Stkltan Mfijauhed-ud-deinZEYNE-iTL-AuBBEDEiN, thcson ofShah 
Shfijia,8ucceeded to the throne ofShirauz ; but, his father’s recommen- 
dation was not sufficient to protect him from being expelled his do- 
minions by Teymfir; in the vortex of whose tremendous career w^e find 
ourselves thus insensibly engaged, in the seven hundred and eighty 
ninth of the Hidjerab. 

. Shah Muxsur, the son of Shah Mhzuffur, and nephew of Shah 
Shujia, on the retreat of Teymur, in order to suppress the rebellion, 
of Touktemesh Khaun of Keptchauk, in the course of the seven hun- 
dred and ninetieth of the Hidjerab, advanced from Shushtcr, and 
took possessiort of the government ofShirauz. But, on the fourteenth 
of the former Jummaudy of year seven hundred and ninety fivo,‘f' 
alter exhibiting proofs of unparalleled valour, he was killed in an ob- 
stinate battle, in which he dared to oppose his person to that of the 
conqueror of the’oriental world. He has been celebrated by the pen 
of Hauffez, who hailed his accession in soii)e lines, of which the fol- 
lowing, couplet is said to have been the ei^ordium. 

** JLo royal Munsfir’s victor flag dis played,” 

The joy of promised triumphs to the stars conveyed 1” 

* October 8th, A, D. 1384. tSStb of March, A. D. 1393. 
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deplqrably reversed io the sequel ; aod.on the t^pth of Ibudjubt of the A. O. I8g». 
same year,* the whole of the race ofMuzaffur,(with tJl)e.ea;.ception of 
Sultan ZeyoOfUJ^aiiibbedein and his. brother, the eons .of Shah Shliijia 
bpth deprived .o>f sight, and transported beyon4 the0.xus) was exdn-^ 
guished in allHs branches by thee xterminating. vengeance ofTx ymur 
when it had subsisted, in considerable splendor, reckoning from the 
time at which the government of Meybud was conferred on Ameir 
MuzufTur, possibly about the seven hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, 
for a period, of abput ninety years. 

Jlld of the Serbedaurians, in Subhuzwaur. 

Respecting the origin of this race, the author proceeds to inform us 
that there Uved, in the village of liashtein dependedon Bahik, in the 
western quarter of Khorassaun, a person of some distinction, of the 
name and title of Shahaub-ud-dein Fuzzulullah, who had five sons, 
whose names were as follows ; Amein-ud>deiu, Abdurrezauk, We- bedarians. 
jciah-ud-dein M(issaoud,Nusscrullah, and Shuins-ud-dein. Of these 
the two former became, by their distinguished gallantry, of considerable 
emiitencein the favorof Shltan AbhSaeid Khodabundah, the successor 
ot Uljayth : but, Ameir Abdurrezauk returning to his native village of 
Bashtein, on the death of that monarch, in the seven hundred and 
thirty sixth of the Hidjerah, found it in a state of no small confusion 
from the following circumstance, not unfrequently repeated in the his- 
tory of oppression. 

An agent of the reigning government of Khorassaun had presented 
himself in the village, and demanded from two brothers, of the names of 
Uussun, and HCksseyne, the sons of Hamzah, to be furnished with wine 
and women for his recreation. To the article of wine, the two brothers 
appear to have made no demur ; but, on that of women they requested 
not to be importuned. The agent, or envoy, for that seems to have been 
his designation, persisted however in this demand, and proceeded, to 
take some ofifepsive liberties with the feinales of the family. Enraged 
at his insolence, the brothers now drew their swords, and proclaiming^ 
that though their heads were destined for the stake, this was a dishonor 

•May 20th, A. D: 1393. 

S H 


YOI.. 11* 





ti^^ichtli^y'coiitd notsat>tnit,iminedfit6lysierifi<iled1iitfiid{!lRd^j|ust 
vengeance. ‘In c6ii^<}dence of fid? act of violence' Alla-iid-delh Ma- 
hommed, wlio i)resld^d oVet the affairs of Khotassatih at the tihie, had 
dispatched to te'qhif'e the attendance of the brothers to ahi^#er for the 
offence ; and It was ti^hile the villagers Were devising sotne pretext to 
elude the^iimmohs, that Abdutrezauk arrived amohg them. iHaving 
received froth theiti an explanation of whit had piised, he fotin'd nd 
difficulty in gaining over a party of his country men ; ahd he proceeded 
to dismiss the messengers, in a manner which but little accorded with 
the expectations of their employer. A detachment of fifty soldiers 
was next employed by Alla-nd-deinwith still worse succeed ; being Op- 
posed, and ignominiously expelled by Abdurrezauk and his companions. 

The inhabitants ofBashtein were now the whole oftheiPr assembled 


by Ameir Abdurrezauk ; who proceeded without reserve to explain to 
them the magnitude of the danger in which they were engaged, and to 
Assure them that the slightest remissnoss, or irresolution, would be fol- 
lowed by inevitable extermination. And he at the same time brought . 
to their recollection, that it was a thousand times better, like brave 
then, to see their heads dUernately exp'oi^ed ttpoa the stake, than like 
dastardly cowards, to be butchered without resistance. For this rea- 
son, together ^Vith what hid been formerly expressed by the brothers 
Irhenthey put the insolent envoy to death, they received the appellation 
6f Ser-be-daufttn — tho'se whose heads are devoted t6 the stake: whieli, 
probably, became atonce the watchword, and the name of their Commu- 
nity. Bu*t withdht further dilation, having in the Course of a very 
Short time refndefed their Wms extremely formidable, the insurgents 
Succeeded in ioferdepting the VczzCir of KhoraSsaun, the lately men- 
tioned Alla-ud-lleiiiMahornmedj on his way to Asterabad rarrd having 
put him cruelly tb d^ath, they advanced to Subbuzwaur, of which 
with the whdle cditfltyy in tliat direction, they made them^ves 'mas- 
ted. Without faVtllkWl¥ili?u!iy; 

Ameir AbdurreXauk' presuming, howevef, on this suotiesstb sofidt 
an union' With the dkW^ter bf Alik-iid-diidU, fhe Ikdy Conceived, by 
kbteW'bteana brother, that He Wks actuated by libehtfdus difdunwkrrarit- 
able designs on the person of her son ; and, resolutely withholding her 
a,ssent| immediately quitted thv'tqwn of Subbuzwaur, whioh Was be- 




4ome the residenpeqf her suitor, am} ipadeiihebe^tpll^waj towards 
Neyalfap^r. In an evil hour, ^hdurrezauk tnade choice of his brother 
Miiss&qudt to pursue and bring her hack ; and this succeeded 
accordingly, in comng up with the fugitive dame. But in endeavoring 
to compel her to return, he suffered bis oeinpasfion to be so effectually 
wrought upon by her tears, and other expressions of fema}e distress, that 
he bound himself by an oath, no further to interfere with her in any res-^ 
pcct. He then ventured to return to the presence of his brother, with 
a representation that he had failed to overtake the object of bis pur- 
suit: which, producing some very acrimonious remarks on the part of 
Abdurrczauk, Mussaoud immediately resented by an appeal to his 
knife, with which he killed him on the spot. Such appears to have 
been the origin of the Serbedaurians, and such the early fate of their 
first leader. 

Ameir Wejeiah-ud-dein Mussaoud on thus destroying bis brother, 
succeeded to his authority ; and, about seven years after his accession 
was taken and put to death by the prince of Rbstumdaur ; a part of 
Mazanderaun, which he had unadvisedly engaged in an expedition to 
reduce. 

Maliommed Eytemur assumed the government on intelligence of 
the death of Mussaoud about the seven hundred and forty third of the 
Plidjerah ; and was himself assassinated, at the instance of one of the 
Serbedaurian chiefs, about the year seven hundred and forty five. 

To him succeeded Kald, or Kellu Asfenoiaur, whose authority. 
was however of short duration ; being, in consequence of his arbitrary 
and sanguinary conduct, not long afterwards also put to death by hia 
followers. 

Shums-ud-dein FuzzuLULLAH,the brother of their first chief, was 
the person aow chosen by the Serbedaurians to preside over their des- 
tinies : but being entirely devoted to his pleasures, he made a volun- 
tary resignation of his authority, after he.had exercised itfor^bout seven, 
months. 

Khanjah Sbums-ud-dein Ally received the government from hia 
predecessor, some time in the year seven hundred and forty eight. 
He was also assasinated by Heyder Kassaub, one of his own principal 
officers, in the asyen hundred and dlty third I^idjerab. 
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A 'll. 9^^ ' KfiAujah YaHeya succeeded by the choice of the Serbeddutitflw; 

A. D. 18&24I.' iinving governed them with ooiisidendde* reputation ibr^ period 

Kbolattwttt. of four years and eight months, was cut oflf through the treachery of his 

ul>akItlMiir. • r > L .L . > 

wife s brother. ■ • 

Khaujah ZEREiR-vfi>DEiir Kerauvy succeeded, through theexer- 
tioDS of Ueyder Kassaub ; but being a slave to his pleasures he was, 
at the expiration of forty days, removed from authority by the same 
chieftain, who now took possession for himself. 

Pehlewaun Heyder Kassaub (the butcher) did not, howeTer,enjoy 
his usurpation, above four months ; being at the expiration^of that pe- 
riod, namely in the latter Rebbeia of the seven hundrerl and sixty 
first of the Hidjerah,* cut off, at the instance of his master, by a slave 
belonging to Pehlewaun Hussun Damaghauny. 

Ameir Lutfullah, the son of 'VVeJeiah-ud-dein Mussaoud, sue-’ 
ceeded through the influt^nce of the same Hussun Damaghauny, who 
was his preceptor, or Atabek ; on occasion of some jealousies with 
whom he was, however, at the expiration of fifteen months, in Rudjub 
of the seven hundred and sixty second of the Hidjerah'j' deposed and 
put to death by that chief. 

Pehlewaun Hussuh Damaghauny, upon this, possessed himself of 
the government. He retained his authority for four years and four 
months ; until about the month of Zilkaiid of the seven hundred and 
sixty sixth of the Hidjerah^ when like most of his 'predecessors, ho 
was assasinated by his own followers, at the instigation of Khaujah 
Ally Mueyud; who had taken advantage of his absence on a distant 
expedition, to make himself master of Subbuzwaur. Khaujah Ally 
Mueyud succeeded, and retained the government of Subbuzwaur to» 
gether with NeyshapAr, and other parts of the adjoining extensive 
territory, under considerable vicissitude of fortune, uutil the seven 
hundred and eighty third of the Hidjerah ; when, the greater part of 
Khorassaun having b^n^lready Bubjtt^ted>by TeyraAr,^8nd that con- 
queror being on his advance towards Subbuzwaur, Ally Mfievud also 
thought proper to submit, on bis arrival at Neyshapiip. The todepend- 
eace of the Serhedavrians appears to have thus terminated, atter i(; 
had ettbsisted for sometbing less than half a century. ' . • : . ’ ; 

VMaTCh,A. D.im IStt.*' • « 
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iVth, of the Giiouridns, or SAltdus of Ohodr. 

On the authority of former historians, it statedi that when Feri* 
doun, the restorer of the ancient Persian fB'Onat*chy,'atioceeded in sub- 
verting the power of the Arabian usurper Zohauk, Some oftheraceof 
the latter withdrew for safety to the mountains of Ghour, between 
BSilkh and Seiestaun ; where, having secured an asylum, they supported 
themselves in independent sovereignty, in succession, until the time 
of MahmAd of Gheznein. At that period it was vested in a prince of 
the name of Soury, who falling into the hands of MahmAd, was by him 
put to death ; but a grandson of the same Soury contriving to escape 
fromthep0weroftheGhe2nevide,made his way into HindAstaun ; where 
he fixed his abode in one of the celebrated temples, or pagodas, of that 
country. The exile had a son of the name of Saum, who, towards the 
decline of life took the resolution of returning to the land of his ances* 
tors ; and for that purpose embarked, with the whole of his family, on 
board of one of the vessels employed on the coast of India, and pro- 
ceeded to sea. Meeting, however, with adverse winds, and tempestu- 
ous weather, the vessel foundered on the voyage, and every soul on 
board perished, excepting HAsseyne the son of Saum ; who, after hav- 
ing been tossed about on a single plank, for three days and as many 
nights, at the mercy of the winds and waves, at last fortunately reached 
the shore. Thus miraculously delivered from the perils of the ocean, 
HAsseyne made for the first town that he could discover; and at the 
entrance of a small shop laid himself down to sleep for the night, where 
one of the patrole, or watchmen, taking him for a robber, immediately 
seized and threw him into a prison, in which he continued for a period 
of seven years. At the expiration of that period, the reigning princh 
happening to die, a general enlargement of prisoners was proclaimed 
throughoufthecountry ; and the unfriended HAsseyne was among others 
permitted to avaibhirnself of the indulgence. 

Once more' at large, the son of Saum now took the road towards 
Gheznein ; but on his way falling in with a band of robbers, they were 
unfortunately so struck with his apparent bodily strength and activity, 
that they furnished him with a horse and armour, and prevailed upon 
him to enrol himaelfin their band. The very same night they were, 
however, the>whola;of them, surprised and taken by a detachment of 
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A. H.492415. the troops ofSiiltan Ibrat^hioi of GliezpUi, by whom they were imfiie- 
A. D . dji)4^y bound hand apd neck aod cppveyed to that capital ; and they 

on their arriv^y wUhc^t Bauch . cefc^ony, by the Siiltan con- 
ol-aMibattr. ^njned to die. When the executioBPF approaphed to bincl.the eyes- 
of H'Aaseyoe, the hop^ess unfortunate bioieelf to h^veu 

in these terina. Ahpighty heihgt I know that with thy divine nature 
“ error is eteruaUy incompatible ; ho\y comes it, nevertheless, that 
** these men are permitted to destroy an inpocept stranger !” The >ivords 
made an impression on the executioner ; and he-found means, tlirough 
one of the royal household, to get them repeated to Shltan Ibrauhim. 
Hhs8eyne%ra8 no^ ordered to the presence, and desired by the Shltan 
to relate his history ; which having made known, as far as be thought 
convenient, he was upon this directed to take his rank, among the 
Haujebs, or chamberlains of the palace. 

On the accession of Sultan Musskoud, in the four hundred and 
ninety second of the Hidjerah, the fortune of Hiisseyne the son of 
Saum was so far advanced, that he received from that monarch the 
governmept of Ghour, the seat of his ancestors. But his children, on 
his death, throwing offthe authority of the race of Sebekteggin, a series 
of inveterate hostilities.ensued ; in which AUa>ud>dein, the eldest, of 
^hose children, having expelled Bebr&m Shah fromGheznin, andleav> 
ing his brother Seyf-ud>dein in possession of that capital, those events 
were ultimately brought to pass, on bis return to ^'eyrouzk6h, which 
have been already related in a former page. 

Alla>ud*dein Hvs&etkb jahaun souz (the conflagrator) the son of 
HOtsseyne^Eben-Saum, most signally avenged the death of his brother, 
betrayed by the inhabitants of Gheznin, in the manner formerly related. 
But being at a subsequent period defeated by Sultan Sunjur of the 
race of Seljdk, in an attempt against the province of Khorassaun, he 
became the prisoner of that monarch. He made himself, however, sp 
acceptable to the Serbian by the conviviali^ of:his disposition, and 
an ingenious piece of flattery at a convivial naoment, that he was, after 
ashort and easy captivity, -restored to thegovemmentofhis coimtry. 
Hp didflot, however, long survive his restoration. 

Seyf>ud-dein Mahohmed, the son of Alla-nd>deui, succeeded on 
the death of his &ther ; hnt at tbg expkatinn.td little jnonse than a 



twelve thonth, engaging in Iiostilities with £h6 jJiiedalory' Ghezziatis,' A.ft. 556A»2. 
he was, in an action with those banditti, finit treach^dsiy wodnded 
by one of his own Ameirs, whose brother he had formerly pht to death, 
and finally dispatched by one of the enemy. 

Sfiltan AbCkl Futtah Gheyauth-ud>dein Mahommsd, the soh of 
Saum, succeeded on the death of his couz in german, for they are said 
to have been brother’s children, about the five hundred and fifty sixth 
of the Hidjerah. He made himself master of the greater part of Khor- 
assaun, by the expulsion of the KhaurezmianS; and died, after a long 
and prosperous rei^n of three and forty years, in the five hundred and 
ninety ninth of the Hidjerah. He was buried in the principal mosque 
of Herilt. 

S61tanSHAiiAUB-TJD-DEiN, the son ofSaum, had been alreadyseated 
on the throne of Gheznin, by his brother Gheyauth-ud-'ri'ein, so far 
back as the year £> 11 ; and was the conqueror ofDehly and the north of 
India, which he placed under tlic authority of Kut-bud-dein Jlybek 
one of his slaves. On the death of his brother, being in the territory 
between Tuss and Serkhess in Khorassaun, he proceeded immedi* 
ately to Baudgheiss ; where having performed the last duties to the 
remains of the deceased monarch, he invested himself with his author* 
ity, and hastened to Gheznein. With an army, which he had there 
drawn together, he shortly afterwards advanced towards Ithaurezm ; 
bnt, being totally defeated in a battle with Shftan Mahbmmed, he 
was compelled to retire once more to Gheznein. He was, how- 
ever, preparing for an expedition of tliree years into T&rkestauii, 
uhen some hostile indicationsamong rhe natives of Kbhjdd, between 
the Indus and the Behaut, drew his attention to that quarter ; and he 
was on his return from a successful inroad against those refractory 
mountaineers, when, on the third of Shabaun of the six hundred and 
second of the Hidjerah,* he was assassinated, at a place called Deybek 
or Debeik, by one of the Fedayan, or zealots of Almowut. 

Sultan Mahmud the son of Gheyauth-ud-dein, on the death of his 
uncle, succeeded at Feyrouz-koh of Ghour, to the authority of his 
ancestors ; and finally included within his dominions, together with 


•^Iarc]li3tb,A.D.lS0«. 
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A. H. OQ^ G|ipur and Gheznein^ a {Considerable part of the territory beyond the 
P- ]jpdm, and of Khorassaun. Haring,, however, in compliance with in- 
Kb^iissut^ structions from Sdltan Mahommedof Khaorezm, with whom he was 
peace, imprisoned Alla Shah the son of Tukkesh Khaun, the 
brother of that monarch, who had sought protection at Feyrouzkph, 
some Khorassaunies,and natives of Irikk attached to the exile, scaled 
the terraces of the. palace of Siiltan Mahmdd, on the night of the third 
of Suffur of the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah,f and suc- 
ceeded in putting him to death. 

Subsequent to this unexpected event, Saum, the son of Shltan Mah- 
mud, and Atseiz the son of Alla-ud-dein Jahaunsouz, made some feeble 
efforts to sustain the grandeur derived from their ancestors ; but as the 
power of the family was now about to terminate, and Sfiltan Mahom- 
med the Ki^aurezmian had by this time made himself entire master of 
the Persian empire, their exertions were aiiavailing : and the hand of 
destiny thus finally closed the record of the race of Ghour. 

Of an inferior branch of the family which governed in Bamiaun and 
Tokhaurestaun, and of the slaves of the same family who attained to 
sovereign power in Hindfistaun, it would he here unnecessary to insert 
the brief account of the author. Neither is it of sufficient importance 
to introduce the history of the race of Guerret, said to claim its descent 
from SAltan Sunjur the Seljdkian ; which flourished with consider- 
able splendour at Her&t and in the neighboring countries, from the 
time of Gheyauth-ud'dein Mahommed,the son of Saum, to the irrup- 
tion of the Tcheghatayans, or Moghfils of Transoxiana, under Tsy- 
WB, of whom more hereafter. . 


*Jul7 2etb,A. D.i2ie.> 
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CHAP. X. 

T he origin oftheKnAUKS,or sovereigns of the Turkish, or Tartar Habeib-us. 

nations, which overspread the vast interior continent of Asia, has *seyr. 
been ascribed by the recorded traditions of the east, to Yapheth, or 
Japhet, the sonof Noah ; whom the plurality of historians haveagreed 
to represent as a Peyghatnber-meriissuly or prophet acting under the 
immediate and express ins[>iration of heaven, for the instruction or 
reformation of erring humanity. When, after escaping the tremendous 
catastrophe of the deluge, the ark rested on mount Jud, and the great 
patriarch, either by the direct inspiration of the divine being, or from 
the imi»ulse of his own discretion, proceeded to allot to his children 
the different quarters of the earth, he assigned to Yapheth the coun- 
tries of the north and east ; and wc are further informed that when the 
latter was about to depart for the regions allotted to him, he requested 
that his father would instruct him in some form of prayer, or invocation, 
that should, whenever he required it, procure for his people the bles- Origin of flie 
sing of rain. In coinj)liance with this request Noah imparted to his "j*^^**”* 
son, one of the mysterious names of Clod, inscribing it on a stone ; 
which, as an everlasting memorial, he delivered at the same time into 
his possession. Yapheth now proceeded with the whole of his family 
to the north east, according appointment, devoting himself, as is 
the manner of those who inhabit the boundless plains in that quarter, 
to a wandering and pastoral life: and having instituted for his followers 
the most just and virtuous regulations for their conduct, never failed 
tqjirocuiv for them, through the influence of the sacred depositconsigned 
to him by bis father, rain and moisture for their lands, whenever occa- 
sioninadeit necessary. This stone has beeudenomiuated bythe .\rabs, 
thehidjer-ul-mattyr — lapis iinbrifer.orrainstone; by the Persians, Sung- 
yeddah — aidstonc or stone of power ; and by the Turks, Jtddahtaush. 

And ifiis affirmed that the same stone was preserved among theMoghikls 
VOL. ii. 3 N 



Hsbeib'iiS' and Ouzbeks, possessing the same mysterious property, to the days 
“y*’’ of the author, in the beginning of the sixteenth century. 

Having lived to be the father lOf a tMMafirous progeny, Yapbeth ivith- 
drew, in the process of time, from this transitory to a more permanent 
state of existence ; leaving, according to Shurf-ud-dein the Yezdian, 
in his introduction to the 'LuffuwAmah, seven sons, in the following 
order; 1. Tiirk ; II. Khozzez or Khozzer ; HI. Seklaub ; IV. R6sse; 
V. Mussung or Munsug ; VI. Tchein or Chteen ; VII. Gomaury, by 
some nations called also, Keymaul. To these have been added four 
more by another author, making altogether eleven, of whom the fol- 
lowing are given as the names of Three ; VIII. Khillidje; IX. Sedsan ; 
X. Ghezz. Of the eleventh the name is not recorded. 

On the death of Yapheth, his eldest son T6rk, whom the nations 
ofTartary have further distinguished by the name of Yapheth Oghly, 
andOghlan, the younger Yapheth, succeeded to his father’s authority ; 
and is described as equally brave, polished, intelligent, and discreet. 
He fixed his abode at Selling, or Selingai, celebrated for its hot andcold 
springs ; first constructing his habitations of poles and straw. Ulti- 
mately he was, however, the inventor of tents ; and he instructed his 
people to fabricate for themselves short tunics, and fillets for the head, 
of the skins of Animals. In other respects he abundantly fulfilled the 
duties of a just and beneficent ruler; and he is considered by the Turks, 
or nations ofTartary, as the first of their tnoiiarchs, in the same manner 
as Keyomars is considered as the first of the kings ot Persia. He had 
five sons. I. Almenjah ; H. Toutug or Toumuk ; HI. Tchuggul ; 
IV. Bei'eskhaur ; V. Amlauk. Ot the second of these, whose name by 
latter historians, has been corrupted into Ghoudug, it is stated, that one 
day while on a hunting party, letting fall a part of what he was eating 
to the ground, which happened to be impregnated with salt, he found, 
when he picked his morsel up again, and conveyed it to his mouth, 
the flavor so agreeable, that he forthwith introduced among his co»n- 
trymen for the first time, the use of salt with their food. 

Of Khozzez, or Khozzer, the second son of Yapheth, it is related 
that he settled on the banks of the Attel, or river Volga so called ; 
where he devoted himself to the taking of foxes, and of their skins 
kanght his followers to make their clothing. In exploring the moun- 



tsttn-cgfV’-eitiB, his ehildren, conducted by aswarm ofhees, discovofcda 
mass of honey, of which they soon learnt to mak'e confections. Strai* 
tenediby a< numerous progeny, Seklaub, the third of the Yaphethites, 
alternately applied to his brothers R^se, and Khozzez, andGomaury, 
for permission to erect his dwelling in their territories ; and receiving 
from' each' a- decided refusal, a wtor ensued, in'the course of which the 
Seklaubiah, orSclavonians, the descendants of Seblaub, were defeated ; 
and retiring beyond the boundary of the seventh climate, into the fri- 
gid zone, were compelled by the intensity of the cold, to- seek for' 
habitation's in the bowels of the earth. On the authority of the Rou- 
zut.-us sutfk it is further related, that one of the wives of Seklaub dying 
in child birth, the new born infant was consigned to be jsuckled by 
his fathers hounds ; hence when he became of age the child, like one 
of the canine species, sprung upon every man that fell in his way. 
With respect to Riissc, the fourth of the sons of Yapheth, nothing more 
is mentioned, than that he was a fierce and intractable savage, and that 
the practice of judicial inquiry, (Yerghfl pOirsiden) was introduced by 
him ; an argument rather of improvement in the arts of life, if it was 
not indeed accompanied with the torture. Munsug, the fifth of the 
sons of Yapheth, and possible the progenitor of the Massagetec^ was 
distinguished for his crafty and perfidious disposition, and settled on 
the confines of Bulghaur. 

In the introduction to the Zuffurnamah already adverted to, it is, it 
seems, stated that Munsug, or as he is sometimes denominated, Mes- 
senje, had a son called Ghezz, and that from him descended the Gbezz- 
ian tribes, themostferocious and viciousof allthe Moghul race ; although, 
from a preceding statement, we were led to consider this individual as 
the son of Yapheth, without any intermediate link in the chain. On 
the death of their common parent, however, a contest is said to have 
arisen between this Ghezz and his elder brother Yapheth Oghlan, on 
thesubject of the Sungyeddah, of which the former had by some means 
or other possessed himself. For, when his brother made a demand of 
the precious deposit, Ghezz contrived to impose upon him, instead of 
the real Sungyeddah, a supposititious one, which he had himself en- 
graved for the purpose ; and the fraud which had been put in practice 
upon him, being detected on the first occasion on, which he was required 
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H»beib>n8- to invoke the heavenly powers for rain, Yapheth Ogblan proceeded 
at the head of bis followers to punish the insolent imposition. In the 
course of the hostilities which ensued, Beighii the eldest sonofGhezz, 
was slain on the field of battle ; and the animosity which hence ori- 
ginated, continues to subsist to this day (that on which Khond^neir 
was writing his history) between the descendants of the two brothers. 

Tchein, or Cheen, the sixth of the sons of Yapheth, became an inhabi- 
tant ofthat region which still retains his name ; and was distinguished 
for subtilty of invention, and discrimination ofjudgmeiit. Tohlmare, 
of course, ascribed the arts of painting and sculpture, of weaving in 
mixed, or divers colours, and the discovery of silk, from the labours of 
the silk worm. In short, he is recorded as the inventor of all those ad- 
mired productions in manufacture and art, for which the natives of 
China have ever been, and still continue, so deservedly celebrated. Ilis 
son MStchein constructed, during the life of his father, the city towhich 
he gave his own name; and which extended in the process of time 
to the countries situated between China proper, and India.* This lat- 
ter prince introduced the practice of wearing feathers in the turban ; 
and he also first discovered, and applied to use the precious drug, gen- 
crated under the navel of the musk antelope. 

Of Gomaury, (Goiner) the seventh of the sons of Yapheth, it is al- 
leged that he became entirely devoted to liis pleasures, but more par- 
ticularly to those of the chacc; and that he fixed his abode on the spot 
subsequently occupied by the city of Baghdad, if indeed this is not an 
error of the transcriber. He had two sons. Bulglianr, and Burtauss, 
or Bertas ; and it was the latter of these two, that first brought into 
use the skins of the ermine, and the sable. 

The elder brother, Tiirk, or Yapheth Ogblan, after attaining to the 
age of two hundred and forty, died ; and was succeeded by his son 
Almenjah Kliaun, who proved a just and virtuous monarch, adding 
considerably to the prudent regulations established by hisdatber.- At 
a Very advanced age he chose however to abdicate the sovereign power 
in favor of his son, and to withdraw to a life of seclusion. Dtib Bakui 
Khaun, the son of Ahncnjali Khauu. This appellative, or rather the 
first term of it, Deib, is stated to signify glory, a throne, and dignity. 
He was a magnificent and puissant prince, and at his death devised the 
succession to hisson. Geyii^ or Guy&gKhaun the sou of Dcib Bukfii, 

^Uiilc2is, iadeed thi.s is» to be identified^ ^itii Mau^i, 
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on the death of his father, seated himself on the throne of the Turkish Habeib ns- 
sovereigns, and at the close of life also devolved the. succession to his 
son*. Alenjah Khaun the son of Guy{!ig Kbaun, proved like bis prede- 
cessors a just and beneficent prince ; but .the Turkish Ration, elated by 
the pride of uninterrupted prosperity, dishonored his reign by forsaking 
the path of rectitude, the worship of the true God, and erring, into 
the absurd systems of idolatry and impiety. Alenjah Khaun had.two 
sons, twin brothers, whose names were Tatkr and Moghul ; betwixt 
whom in the zenith of his power he made a division of all his posses- 
sions. And over these respectively, on the death of their father, the 
two princes proceeded each to exercise a separate authority. 

Of the line of Tatkr, including himself, eight persons successively 
enjoyed the sovereign power, in the following order. 1 . Tatar Khaun. 

S.llouka, orBouga Khaun, thesonofTatar Khaun. 3. Melinjah Khaun, 
thesonol Bouka Khaun. 4 . Assely,orEsseiyKhaun,thesonofMelinjah. 

.5. Atseiz Khaun, the son of Essely Khaun, b.Ourdfl Khaun, the son of 
Atsc'iz Khaun. 7. Baydu Khaun, the son ofOurdii Khaun. Baydu was a 
prince of exalted spirit ; but engaging in hostilities with the Moghul 
tribes he laid the foundation of that inextinguishable animosity, wh'ch 
s lihsequeutly subsisted between theTatur and Moghul nations. S.Sounje 
Khaun, was the last monarch of the race of Tatkr ; for the hostility 
which had been recently kindled, between the collateraland rival tribes, 
was blown to such violence, during the reign of Sounje Khaun, as to 
be no longer appeased by the ordinary expedients of conciliation. 

Moghul Khaun and his descendants, on the other hand, possessed 
the sovereign authority for nine successions. 1. Moghul Khaun, the 
son of Alenjah Kbaiui. The name is said to be a gradual corruption 
of the term Mungawul, which signifies abject and simple-hearted, 
lie had however four sons: Kara Khaun; Auzir Khaun; Kerr Khaun ; 
and Ouz Khaun. 2. Kiira Khaun, the eldest of these, a.ssuined the 
government on thfe death of his father; fixing his residence at Karako- 
rum, situated as here described, in a hollow between two lulls, named 
Outauk and Kertauk.* During his reign, the Moghuls are said to 

* The snppobcd situation of this celebrated metropolis is fixed by modem goograpliers in .< 
tlte 45111 degree ofN. iatitude, and in the l«7th of longitude East of G rceiiwicb ; and ac- - 
cording to I’clis d^la C roix about twenty days jou. acy North of Cliiua. 



Habeib-tu- have be^ so totally iimnepsed iik idolatiy and im|>iety, that tim fatberr^ 
sgy» slew fcheir children without me9<cy> on perceiving the slightest indica- 
tion of a disposition to abstain from theic vile and polluted practices. 
However* while the nation was absorbed in -these circumstances (d^de- 
grading super^ition, an infant ofsingular beau^ was bornitothe-consort 
of K&ra Khaun ; whiobhavingobstinately refusedthebreast of its mother, 
fortfaitee daysmad as many nightssuccessivelytandassuring her very dis- 
tinctly, in her dreams, that until she embraced the belief of the only 
true God, hermilk should neverpass his lips, she privately became acon- 
vert to die truth, not yet daring tomakeanopen profession of it, through 
dread of her husband’s resentment. The child upon this immediately 
took to her breast. At the period under consideration it was the cus- 
tom ofthe Moghi^Is to defer the nmning oftheir children until they were 
a twelve month old ; accordingly, when the infant prince had attained 
the proper age, and a sumptuous entertainment had been provided for 
the occasion, Kkra Khaun demanded in the presence of his assembled 
Ameirs, and the members of his court, what name he should bestow 
upon the royal child ; the latter replied with perfect fluency of lan- 
guage “my name is OghAz.” A point thus determined by the inter- 
vention of a miracle must have secured unanimous concurrence. 

Arrived at years of maturity, the young prince was married by his 
father, to one of his cousins, the daughter of Kerr Khaun ; but, in con- 
sequence ofthe discrepancy on the subject of religion, Oghuz Kbaun 
finding it difficult to reconcile himself to his bride, his father pro- 
cured for him, some time afterwards, the daughter of his second uncle, 
Auzir Khaun ; whom, for similar reasons, he felt himself equally dis- 
posed to dislike. In this state of bscillancy, and incertitude, the young 
prince happened one day, on his return from hunting, to pass by the 
gate of Ouz Khaun, bis third uncle’s mansion ; where he perceived the 
daughter ofthe MogbAl chief, superintending the labour of her maids, 
who were occupied in washing the linen of the family. The prince 
called her to him, and declared that if she would consent to abjure the 
gross impieties of her tribe, and embrace the religioa of truth, be would 
immediately espouse, and hold her fisur dearer than life, or any cd‘ its 
bleraiags. I'he nymph, like other bashful maidens, gently whis- 
pered in reply, that when she became his wife, she trusted that she 
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' should beift>u>n)d in no circumstance, disobedient to /i» will, who was 
the master of her destiny. Khaun now obtained his father's 

consent to unite himself to the object of his choice ; and an exclusive, 
andnrdent attachment taking place'between him and his new bride, 
the jealousy of his other wives was excited to that degree of animosity, 
that they embraced the opportunity, one day, while their husband was 
absent on a hunting party, to apprize their father in law of his son’s 
contempt, and that of his favorite wife, for the idolatrous superstitions 
of their country, and of their private adherence to the worship of the 
true God. 

Enraged at what he now for the first time understood, the old mon- 
arch hastened at the head of some of his followers, with the view of 
surprising the person of the prince, while unsuspectingly engaged in 
thechace. But his faithful and atfectionate wife finding means to con- 
vey to him intelligence of the danger, Oghuz Khaun was enabled to 
put himself in a posture of defence ; and a conflict ensuing, which ter- 
minated in the death of Kkra Khaun, his soldiers gave up the contest, 
and the crown, to his victor son. 

3. Oghuz Khaun the son of Iv^ra Khaun. This, by the concurrent 
testimony of historians, was a magnanimous and potent prince, for- 
tunate in all his designs, and obeyed in his authority, through a most 
extensive portion of the oriental world. But more than all, his acti- 
ons reci'ived an unfading lustre from his belief in the dictates of eter- 
nal truth. In other words, he wasa monotheist, professing the pure and 
uncorrupted faith of the patriarchs, and early progenitors of the human 
race. The extent of his dominions is, at the same time, stated to have 
been beyond the ordinary conceptions of the understanding, and he 
bears among the Turkish nations, the same venerated character as 
Jemsheid among the Persians He was, however, at the commence- 
ment, compelled to sustain a long and arduous contest with his uncles, 
and other relatives ; but proving ultimately triumphant over all oppos- 
ition, he finally threw open to mankind the avenues to that liberal 
and unbounded beneficence, which dweltin his bosom. He is indeed 
described to have reduced the whole of the territory of the Moghuls 
and Tartars to the river Oxus ; and by some it is asserted that be even 
crossed that river^and subjugated a great part of the Persian empire. 
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Habeib-us-; He reigned with unrivalled splendor and prosperity, for a period of se- 
venty two years ; leaving at his death, six male children, two.of whom 
attained to the sovereign power. 

ToOgbfiz Khaunwefind ascribed many,ifnotmostoftheappellations 
still retained by the principal Mogbhl and Tartar tribes; the enumer- 
ation of which, as presented by the author, it may in this place not be 
improper to introduce. 1. During the period in which he was con- 
tending for dominion with his uncles, a body of his kindred from 
whom he had been recently separated, appeared most seasonably to 
his aid. To these he assigned the appellation of Eyghtir; which in the 
preliminary to the zuffurn^mah, is stated to signify conjunction, and 
mutual compact. II. In one ofthegreat battlesin which he triumphed 
over his adversaries, a prodigious booty fell into the hands of his fol- 
lowers, and some of them hit upon the construction of a waggon for 
the conveyance of the spoil. Oghhz Khauii bestowed upon these the 
appellation of Kanhuhjy that being in thcTurkish language the name 
for a waggon, or perhaps for a wheeled carriage of any description. 
III. On another occasion, on which he had been unsuccessful in a con- 
flict with Ayeit llorak, one of the most powerful chieftains ofT&rkcs- 
laun,and he had encamped, during liis retreat from the held of battle, in 
a peninsula between the beds of two rivers, a pregnant woman, whose 
husband had been killed in the recent conflict, v as delivered of her 
infant in the cavity ofa hollow tree. The Khaun, in pity towards the 
helpless, and widoAved female, adopted the child for his own, and gave 
it the name of Keplchauk \ derived from Kebovh\ which is said to «ig- 
nify a tree, hollow in the trunk. Seventeen years subsequent to this 
disaster, Oghfiz Khaun triumphed in his turn over the same Ayeit 
IJorak, and took ample vengeance for his former discomfiture. IV. 
On his return into Turan, from his expedition against the Persian ter- 
ritory, being intercepted by the ser'erest rigors of an inclement winter, 
and bis march impeded by heavy and incessant falls of snow, many 
of the soldiers dropped to the rear, unable to keep up- with the arnn'. 
To these, when apprized of the circumstance, the monarch applied 
the term Khaureik — proprietors, or perh^ips, partners in the snow. 
V. From the preliminary to the zuffurnainab of the Yezdian; the his- 
' tovy of TeymAr ifeo called, it- is jurther Wat \Thfile on^ged in 
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one of his expeditions for the subjugation of an adjoining territory, 
Oghfiz Khaun had found it expedient to prohibit that any of his sol- 
diers should under any pretext stray from their standards. It happened, 
however, that one of the soldier’s wives should be taken in labour jdur- 
itig the marcli, and, through the failureof strength and sustenance being 
unable to proceed, her husband remained to take care of her. When 
he least expected it, a shegbal, or jackal, passed along the road with a 
pheasant in its mouth, and the soldier throwing his cudgel at it, the 
animal dropped its prey ; with which, dressing up an excellent /eabaith, 
a dish well knoun in the east, he relieved the hunger of his wife, and 
enabled her to give nourishment to her new-born infant. The Khaun 
expressing much displeasure that any circumstance however urgent, 
should be thoiiuht oi' suflicient neiirht to authorize a disobedience of 
lii*^ coiniivands; atlchv^scd to llie husoaiul the term Klulidjc ; wliicli 
imi)lit:s/‘\voinan ! remain where thouart 1’* Aeeording to anotlier writer 
in the court of Sluih llokh, who dedicated his work to Mirza Uluf^li 
Iji e:, the c'xclamation, to which Oghuz Khaun gav’e ulteraiici* on this 
o(‘casion, was Kalmtjc^ which signifies, remain heliiud in hunger/^ 
d in ihe lapsi* of ages bocaiiK* irradually corrupted into Klulidjc ; 
l)!’l (‘ither way, llu' origin of the irioeorilie Ivheljit s, or Gueltchies, is 
referred to tlii^ man. 

On llie iutonnation of the ]{ouznt-ns-uf^u, the author proceeds to 
s: lie. that in llu' course ofu lew g(Mi(‘ratioii.s, the descendants ofOgh- 
i'iz Khaun div('rging into four and lw«Mity distiiu^t hranclirs, some of 
llivse si'tlh'il in Khorassaim, and the territory along tlie Oxus;*and 
tlieir posterity. (Mtlier llii\>uc;h the innuem-e ofdimaLe. or the unerring 
]>rf»vidc iH'c of the creator, lodngiii a great measure, their original cast 
ot'features, i1k‘ m'ighl)oring nations heslowi’d upon tliem the appella- 
tion of 7Vf/7ro/y/rr^/;/ ; as inncli as to sa\ T,\t kotannhtd — rurk-resemb- 
ling, liy Seyud J ullaul-nd-dt in, an .Arabian autlior who composed a 
treatise precis< ly on this subject, which he dedicated to Mirza Eskun- 
dur the son of Omar Sheikh, and grandson of Tevmfir, it is however 
contend('d that the Turkur.iuns art'a rac(* imtircdv distinct, and without 
the slightest affinity to either Ihirk or Moirliul ; mnwitlistanding ihisS, 
it is a fact very cleailv dinnoiistral(‘d, in the jui liniin irv tliscourse to 
the zulFurnamah of the \ ezdiaii. so oiten reierrcd to on 1 arlar subjects, 
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Habeib-us- that the Tdrkmauns, or Turcomans, are indisputably descended from 
- Turk the sonof Yapheth ; since in the sequel of the war between Tdrk, 

and Ghezz the son of Munsug, or Messenjc, it is unequivocally as* 
serted, that from the day on which Beighh the son of Ghezz fell in one 
of the conflicts ofthat war, an inextinguishable hostility was perpetu* 
ated from generation to generation between theTurksandTiirkomauns, 
and still continued to subsist to the days of the Yezdian historian. 

Having found repose from his conquests in Turkestaun and the Per- 
sian territory, Oghdz Khaitn, on his return to the seat of his ancestors, 
at or near Karakorum, caused a suit of magnificent pavilions of cloth 
of gold, to be erected, in which he gave, to the nobles and distinguished 
inhabitants of all the countries subject to his authority, ainost sumptu- 
ous and splendid feast. Of this the magnitude may be in some degree 
estimated from the statement, that there were nine tomauns, or ninety 
thousand sheep, and nine hundred mares slaughtered for the occasion ; 
and that there was a proportionate supply of wine and Ivommciz, (ali- 
quot made of fermented mare's milk) with every accompaniment that 
could serve to render this display ofTartar festivity, complete inallits 
circumstances. On the same occasion the moiuirch is said to havr 
invented the Sheirah* on which to spn*ad the eatables and drinkaljles 
provided for the entertainment ; he arranged his ciiildren and grand- 
children according to their stations in his court ami army, and treated 
the whole, w ithout distinction, w’ith extraordinary marks of kindness, 
and with unboundi’d libcralrty. 

OfOghuz Khaun it isfurtherrelated, that his sons presentinghnn with 
a golden bow, and three arrows of the same metal, w'hich they had 
found during one of their hunting parties, the old monarch allotted 
the bow to the three chKst, whose names w’cre respectively, Kunn, 
Aey,and Yelduz ; who divided it, or the metal of w’hich it was composed, 
betwixt them in three equal shares. From this circumstance they 
obtained the appelbition of Bouziik, or Bouzuk. The arrows were as- 
signed to the three younger brothers, KeyCig, or Guyfig, Deyauc, and 
Tengueiz, from which they became distinguished by the appellation 
of'Oujfik ; and hence the Tartar tribes have assigned to the line of the 

* It was probably a set of puiuted cloths, since the orientals use no tables. It was 
baps the Sofirah. 
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BovzAk a precedence over that of the OujAk, synonlmous with Ou- 
jauk ; the bow bearing an analogy to the sovereign power, and the 
arrows to its agents, the organs of its authority. He lastly ordained 
that the command of the right wing of his army, by the Arabs called 
3/eyJMCwa/t, and by the Tartars Beranghaur, should be always vested 
in the Bouzuk, while that of the left wing, by the Arabs designated the 
Meyesserah, and by the Tartars Jiiang/iaur, should in like manner in- 
variably reside in the Oiijuk,or younger branch ; asuperiority which 
he further confirmed by establishing the succession in theelder branch, 
and by expressly ordaining that the Oujuk should be subject to their 
authority’. 

4. Kcnn, or Kunn Kliaun, which is stated in thcTartarlanguage to be 
synonimous with thesun, succeeded tohis lather ; and equally extended 
to his subjects the blessings of a just and beneficent reign. Through 
the advice of his father’s ministers, he was prevailed upon to make an 
eijual division of the departed monarch’s moveable jiroperty between 
bis lirothers and their children, assigning to each his proper rank, and 
Tumghau, or eharterof iminunities : by which disinterested and prudent 
measure, a jiermaneut and unshaken friendship was confirmed through 
ev ly braueb of the family. Tor the rank and pretensions of every 
inili' idual being thus unalloraiily legulateil, and distinctly understood, 
no circumstance could occur to iiiterrujit their harmony ; and hence it 
sidisistod unimpaired for a sorii s of years among the des<;endauts of 
t.)^!iuz Khann, and tin' imperial power contiiined in his posterity, for 
so many generations. Kunn Kliaun died after a prosperous reign of 
seventy yeais. 

5. Aey Kliaun the son ol'Ogliiiz Khann, succeeded to his brother; 
his name being, in the Tartar language, thatalsoof the moon ;and hence 
possibly llv ii.tine oi thi' goddess Anaitis. He emulated the example 
of his predecessor, in the justice and beneficence of his reign ; which 
ufter it had continued lor several years in great prosperity, terminated 
like that of all other earthly sovereigns, in the grave. 

G. Yeldiiz Khann. theson olOuhCiz Khann. The name ofthismon.arch 
signifyinginthe Tartarlaug'iage,a star. Ins glory is s »iil to have attained 
its zenith at the death ot his lalher ; wdiose throne having filled for the 
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Habeib-as- destined period, he also withdrew to the mansions of unterminatin* 
splendor. 

7 . Mungaly Khaun, the son of Yelduz Khaun,was the heirand suc- 
cessor to his father’s power; which he exercised with the samevirtu- 
ousmoderation,that so generally distinguished the reign of his ancestors. 

* 8. Tengueiz Khaun, the son of Mungaly Khaun. The ocean, we 

are also informed, is known in the idiom of the Turks by the name of 
Tengueiz. He succeeded to power, at all events on the death of his 
father; and having supported it to a very advanced age, ultimately re- 
signed it to his son, and withdrew to atone in retirement for the errors 
of his past life. 

9- Aeil, or Eylc Khaun, the son of Tengueiz Khaun, is said to have 
been the cotemporary of Tur tlie son of Feridun, king of Persia; -who 
formed with Sounjc Khaun, the eighth of the Tatar sovereigns recently 
enumerated, an alliance hostile to his power. In eliieidatiou ofthis it 
is represented, that when a period of one thousand vt'ars had elapstd 
after the death of Oghuz Khaun, (we should rather say, from that of 
Yapheth Oghlan, or Turk the sou of YaphetlO during whi('h his di-s- 
cendants had reigned with etpial splendor and felicity, fortune with 
her usual caprice, conducted tlu ir power at length to the verge ol’ 
decline; or to that point in llie destiny of nations, hcyonil whieUtlicy 
rise no further. At such a crisis, Tur, the soi» of Feridun, the luij)py’ 
monarch of Persian story, having completed (he subjugation of the 
territory on the Oxus, and the adjoining regions of Turkestann, or 
western Tartary, and formed an alliance with the Tartar monarch above 
alluded to, advanced in conjunction with him, to invadethepfisscssiotis 
ot Kyle Khaun. In a great battle which sj»t>edily ensued, perceiving, 
however, that in fair and ojhmi confliet their utmost exertions were un- 
availing, the allied nionarclis had recourse to stratagem ; and aflecting 
to retire from tlic field of battle in dismay, lialted and encamped at the 
distance of two farsangs, or Persian leagues, from the positions, whicli 
they might havevinderstood to be. occupied hy theiradversary. The very 
day following, they suddenly recoiled upon thearmyof the Moghuls, 
and coming upon them hy surprise, obtained a most complete victory; 
which was succeeded by a slaughter so dreadful and extermifiating 
that, excepting Kcyan the sou of Kyle Khaun, his mother’s brother’s 
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'feon,TflkAz, and tlieir respective sisters, not an individual of the whole 
race escaped the carnage. 

These four personages, having lain for some time concealed, among 
the bodies of their slaughtered countrymen, seized the opportunity of 
night, to mount their horses and fly from the scene of blood. They con- 
tinued tlieir flight without intermission until dawn of day ; when, about 
that hour, they found themselves at the entrance of a steep and difficult 
defile, which led upwards into a valley surrounded on all sides by stii- 
}>endous mountains.* The four illustrious fugitives, after considerable 
toil and exertion, succeeded liowever at last in gaining the summit 
of the pass, when th(3y were transported with indescribable delight at 
the enchanting landscape which suddenly broke upon tlieir view ; a 
landscape wbicb, in its lovely enamelled meads, in the chrvstal and 
delicious streams that murmured in every direction, in the multiplied 
groves whieii prf'seaited themselv(\s on every side, embellished at tlic 
same time by tlie most beantirul and luxuriant foliage, and loaded with 
huit ol'tli(' richest flavor and of every descrijitioii, and enlivened as it 
was.hy th(' inrds oi ‘wild animals of the chace, without number, which 
b’ ouzed and gamboled in its ever verdant glades and iH*cesses, the sister 
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Ilaibelbms- artsofpoctryjind painting were alone competent t6 delineate. Here then, 
in this sequestered Glen, known to the Tartars by the name of Irgnah, or 
Irganah Koun, as much as to say Kumter-und — they arc losty or rather, 
according to a manuscript of the Kholaussut-ul-aklibaur, Kummur- 
tund — a strongandruf^ffcd tliey determined to fix their abode ; 
and having intermarried with their sisters reciprocally^ the two chiefs 
became the origin of a numerous progeny; the descendants of Kcyan 
being known to succeeding generations by the name of Keyaut^ and 
tliose of Tukuz, by that oiDereihein^ or Dcrlcgucin. 

When, in the process of time, the two tribes became from their accu- 
mulating numbers so multitudinous, that the valliw oflrganah Koun 
no longer aifordod sufficient space to contain them, their thoughts were 
powerfully impelled to devise the means of bursting from their re- 
treat, and of repossessing themselves of the abodes of their forefathers, 
^^heir egress was principally obstruct<*d by an enormous range of roi^ks* 
composed for the greater part of iron ore. After much careful deli- 
beration, it was ultimat t ly determined to juit the wliole mass into a 
state of fusion ; and having for tlie purpose conveyc*d to the spot a pro- 
digious quantity of firewood, they proci'eded to char the wliolc ; alter 
which having prepared of the skin of tlic gaozen, or wild ox, nine 
hundred pairs of bellows, they find tin' elnireoal, and st't tin; 
bellows to work. Hy tin; blast of so many siinple machiiK's, the heat 
of the fire was at last wrought to the proper intensity, and the ore 
was perceived, in due time, streaming along the earth in a stateofeom- 
plete fusion. And thus they are said by meltinu: down a part of the 
precipice with which they were begirt, to havi'opened for tliemsclvosa 
passage from Irganah Koun. They iminc'diately directed theircoiirse 
to the country of the Moghuls ; and liaving sword in hand expelled 
their ancient enemies the Tartars, withother adverse tribes, they suc- 
ceeded in establishing themselves in the possessions of their ancestors ; 
and the natives, who^ occupied the territory round the mountains of 
Irganah Koun. soon joining their standards, became ultimately incor- 
porated with themselves. 

The Yurut, or original territory of the Moghuls, thus regained by 
their posterity, is here deseribed to lie towards the east, far remote from 

^ We otherwise Jearii, from Mr. Manric*/> hi'>lor\, lliat Ir^^anuli Ko*in, or Kiiaua, as 
he expresses it; sigoifievs tJi<‘ valley o'^pret .pit»*ii: and he i.-' probably well founded in his 
explanation, I have given w Jiat appears in my original. 
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ftny habitable region, and included within a circumference of eight 
months journey. Its eastern frontier is, however, said to unite with 
that of KhSlt&i, or northern China, its western with that of the country of 
the Eyghdrs ; its northern adjoins to the territory of Kerkeir, orKrekeir, 
and Seling&i, and its southern boundary stretches to the limits of Tibet. 
The natives subsisted by the chace, and their apparel was usually com- 
posed of the skins of wild beasts of every description. 

On the egress of the two collateral tribes from Irganah Koun, and 
their recovery of the land of their forefathers, the sovereignty of the 
Moghul race is said to have been vested in Yelddz IChaun, the son of 
Teymur Taush, W'ho was descended in a direct line from Keyan. This 
Yelduz is described to have surpassed in the extent of his power, and 
in the splendor of his reign ; and by the wisdom of his government 
to liave secured to the Olouss (qiiere eluths) or numerous tribes sub- 
()rtlinate to his sway, a state of prosperity and abundance beyond 
fxainide. Ileiiro it has become an established opinion among those 
of 3.1oghul race, tlnst he jiossesses the surest claim to the Khauniet, 
or supreme authority, who can most satisfactorily trace his origin to 
Veldiiz Khaim. Alanhoua^ the illustrious mother of lJuzunJur Kiian, 
AS ho was the coinnion ancestor of both Jenguoiz and Teymur, was the 
gra'id-daiighterof Yeldiiz Kliaiin ; siiieo, in theoltcn cited preliminary 
to the Zufriirnamah, or history of Teymur, she is described to have 
been the daughter of Tchouheinah, Avho was the daughter of Yelduz 
Khaun. 

The same Alankoua is further dcscribi'd to have been a maid of con- 
summate beauty, and of singular modesty and virtue. “ A maid !” 
exclaims our author in bis eiitluisiasm on the subject, “ rather she was 

a star of the highestbrilliaiicein the constellation of theTartarian so- 
“ vereigns ; the richest pearl in the ca.sketof imperial magnificence.” 
At the proper age she became, however, one of the wives of her cousin- 
german, Duyun,or Duhun Beyan, at this period monarch of the Mo- 
ghul tribes; whose residence is stated to have been, iiidiffcrentry, at 
Baun, Kaluran, and 'roughlan ; the channels of three rivers issuing 
from the mountains of Bergliaiiduter, on the banks of which he might 
occasionally have taken up his abode. By her husband she had two 
sons, Bclke’da and Y ekjeda. Duy uii Beyan died, w hile his w'ife w'as yet 


Habcib-tts- 

seyr. 



472 


Ilabcib’US- 

scyr. 


a young woman ; and the dowager princess devoted herself with zealous 
assiduity to the government of hersubject tribes, and to the education 
of her cliildrcn. In these circumstances one night, when she had in- 
nocently retired to her rej^ose, she was surprised by a ray of light sud- 
denly shining through the window of her pavilion, and penetrating 
her mouth and throat; and her surprise was not diminished when, in 
a little time afterwards, she found herself pregnant. Hence, the orien- 
tals have not scrupled to draw a triumphant comparison between her, 
and the blessed and immaculate virgin ofthe Christian dispensation. 

When they became, however, apprized of her mysterious preg- 
nancy, the Moghul tribes were not to be restrained from conveying 
the most scandalous imputations against the chastity of Alankoua ; 
and she therefore found it expedient to convoke the chiefs of the na- 
tion, in order to repel the accusation, and assert her innocence. Ac- 
cording to some authorities, and particularly to the compiler of the Jam- 
mia-iul-tonaurikh, the princess averred on this occasion, that her preg- 
nancy had been the result of a dream, in which, forsevciMl uights^iic- 
cessively,shc imagined that sheperceiveda person with adazzling torch 
in his hand, softly and silently approach In r Ix'd, and as softly witli- 
draw ; and she added moreover, that if they entertained the slig!ite<l 
suspicion of her veracity, they might watch round her tent, and by tin 
evidenceoftheirown sraises eon vince themselves ofthe truth ofherextra- 
ordinarystory. Severalof themostdistiiiguished individu ils of her tribe 
stationed themselves uecordingly, for some niglits round her tent to 
watch the disclosure of this singular mystery : wlicn it is alleged, that 
they observed a ligltt enter at the top ofthe i)aviIion, and shortly dis- 
appear through the same aperture. This was rec dvod as indubitalde 
testimony ofthe truth of Alankoua’s staleinent, and forever silenced 
the invidious remarks of her sl.indc>rers. 

In consequence of this mysterious, and very suspicious intercourse 
with \\\e children of IJght, Alankoua became tlio nuitiier of three sons 
at one birth, whose names were as follows. 1 . Uoukun Kt'pkein, from 
whom descended the clan or tribe of Ke))keiii. '2. Bussoukein Saiil- 
tchy, from whom the tribe ofSaljul ; and 3. Buzunjur Munefauk,thc 
common progenitor ofthe Khauns of Moghulstann, The desceiulants 
of these three, whom theTurkish uutiotis believeto have been generated 
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by the light, they have distinguished by the appellation of Neyrun, luci- 
geni — sons of light ; and they are esteemed the most exalted of the 
Moghul race. 

IHnunjvrKaan^ the son of Alantoua, as soon as he attained to the 
ago of discretion, was raisod'to the throne of theKhauns with the un- 
animous concurrence of the lit‘ads of the nation: a choice wliich he 
gloriously vindicated by the splendor of his virtues. He is said to have 
!)eon the cotcinporary of Al)u Mosslem, the champion of the house of 
Ablias.* After a reign oniinently distinguished lor its justice, he died, 
leaving two sons; 1. Buka, who was the eighth ancestor of Jengueiz, 
and of his able and faithful minister Karatchaur Xuyan ; and ^.Bukeia, 
ulio had a son, to whom he gave l!ie name of Matchein. 

or Biiga Klunin, the son of Biizunjur, suocoed(’d to his fatlicr ; 
and at death devised tlic supreme aeUhority to his son, the next in 

J) j founnu i)t tlie son of Buka Kliaiin. proved also n distln- 

guis!u'dc'xam])le of temperance and justice. By Ids consort Mcmiiloun, 
who is described as a woman of sincriilar sagac'ity and talents, he had 
nim^ sons ; with whom, on llu' fleatli of her lnisl>an(l, and with the 
e >urage ofa li(«ne' s, vlie re tired lo a high mountain called Xoushargui, 
i-r Xi)n<h;irki, where she enlindy devoted herself to the odiication of 
her cliildreii. Hen*, in the process oftiine, she became tJie mistress of 
tlo^ ks of sheep and lierds of cattle without number. Unliiip[)ily, 
u hde she continued engaged in lier secUuh'd retreat and occupations- 
abe>ul seventy Kour-', or associations of Turks, each Kour consisting 
ofa thousand families, and all of the tribe of Jellaedr of the branch of 
nt'iU'guein Moghuls, who Ik. I been recently expelled iVom their ha- 
bitations at Kalnran, liv an irruption of the Khatayans,orChin(*se, came 
to Seattle near the abode of Mt nuloun. In this they met with no ol)- 
struction ; but proceeding to dig up the earth, for the wild or mountain 
oniims wliicli tliev used ior food, they were forbidden to continue the 
j)raetire. bv the agents of Menuloiin, because, by the excavations tljus 
ibrnu'cK they rendered tin grr.und iinsat'e for the young piinci's in tlieir 
cepu strianex'^rcisc s. Tl;e .k ilat irians took odeiu'e at lln‘ prohibition, 
and watching tludr o])]Jori unity, put lije princess to death with eight 
* la the car)} i^art eflli** ( rcntiin of the Chrbliuu a;ra. 
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}labolb-u&- of her nine children. The nintii, who borer the name of KaydQ, mi* 
caped the catrastrophe ; being fortunately absent at the time, a suitor 
for the hand of his kinswoman, the daughter of his cousin german 
M^tchein. On intelligence oftlmbase procedure, an agent was dis- 
patched, in the name of Matcheiii, to demand of the cliiefs of the tribe 
of Jellaeir, immediate reparation for the injury. They positively dis- 
claimed any share in the transaction, declaringthatthe barbarous murder 
had been perpetrated without the slightest concurrence on their part ; 
and, as a proof of their sincerity, they at the same time seized, and exe- 
cuted seventy individuals known to have been concern»:d in this per- 
fidious and ungrateful act of violence, delivering up theit' wives and 
families in bonds to t!ie mercy of Kaydii ; who appeased Ins vengeance 
by marking tlifir foreheads with the badge of perpetual slavery. 

Kaijdu Khann, llio son of Diitouiunein Kbaiiii, inconsequence ot 
these events, and through the support ofluskinsiinn Matehein, became 
the sovereign of Ins tribe. During his reign he employed himself in 
forming, from one of the principal rivers of the country, a noble canal, 
to which he gave the name oi Jiranlu; and he founded on the banks of 
it several populous towns and villages. He had three sons, 1. Bay- 
tsungur, the lineal ancestor of Jengneiz and Karatchaur. 2. Jerkalen- 
gum, from \\honi the nation of Taiijut, vulgo Taugut ; and 3. Hanr- 
tcliein, from whonjthe tribe of Seyhout. The grandson of Jerkalengiim, 
the second of tlicsc. whose name was Hamikuud the son of Serukiul, 
falling when a youth into the handsof the Ivhatayans, or northern Chin- 
ese, was condemned by Altay, or possibly .\ltan Khaiin, the monarch of 
thatnation,tosufier a most miserable and cruel death ;lK‘ingnailedtoalog 
of wood in the form of an ass, by an ironspikedriven through his body. 

Bat/sungur Khaim, the son of Knydii Khaun, succeeded on the de- 
mise of his father, and, after having exercised the sovereign authority 
for the destined period, withdrew to the mansions of futurity, devising 
the succession to hfs son. 

Toumnah Khaun, the son of Baysungur, was a great and^ccessful 
monarch, adding considerably to his hereditary dominions by the sub- 
jugation of several of the neighboring countries of Moghfilstaun 
and Tartary. He was the husband of two wives, by one of whom he 
had seven sons ; the other brought him two at one birth. Of these 
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twins, onewas Kutbul.orKabal, the third ancestor or great grandfather 
oi Jengucif, the other was Katchiily Bahauder, the ancestor in the 
eighth degree of Teymtir. 

In this place we are informed, on what is alleged to be the most res- 
pectable written authority, that one night during the life of his father, 
while he was reposing iii the arms of sleep, two remarkable dreams oc- 
curred to Katchuly, of which the following circumstances are described 
in detail. First of all, he thought he saw three stars issue from the 
bo>,.nn of his brother Kabal, and successively rise and set, after making 
the regular circuit through theme ridian ; the last of these, after shooting 
out several other stars, which reflected their separate lustre on various 
countries, disappeared in astreamofrefulgenccwhich seemed toillumi- 
iiate the whole earth. Kathchuly now awoke ; but while his mind 
was vet engaged in tracing some sort of interpretation for his dream, 
he again lell a slec|), and imagined that he saw seven stars issue in the 
siine manner from hisownbo^om ; and that, after these had successively 
disappeared, an eighth arose ofsurpassingmagnitude, which also seemed 
to diffuse its radiance to every quarter of the globe ; and from this, like 
tl at in the former dream, several minor stars seemed to emanate, and 
<hed their lustre through different regions, in their course through the 
heavens. In both instances, the minor stars on the setting of their 
jn iinaries, seemed for some time to cast an equal lustre through the fir- 
inaiiont. Katchuly, when he awoke the second time, perceived that 
it was break of day ; and immediately hastening to his lather, proceeded 
to relate the particulars of both his dreams. 

The old prince appeared to experience an extraordinary degree of 
satisfaction at what he heard; and sending for his other sou Kal>al, he 
furnished the two brothers together, with the following obvious in- 
terpretation to these singular dreams. The first, he said, indicated 
that of the descendants of Kabal Kliaun, three persons should in ord<«- 
ascend the throne of tluir ancestors, and that of these, the third was 
destined to subjugate the greater part of the lial)itable world ; that he 
would ultimately divide his empire among his children ; and that the 
empire so divided would continue in their possession long after his 
demise. The second dream he conceived to prognosticate, that of the 
race of Katchuly seven persons were successively destined to arrive 
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Habcil) US- at great power* and that an eighth, aniinatccl with theapirit of uniyeml 
» sp>r- dominion, Avoulcl also succeed in extending his conquests to the re- 
motest cornersof the globe ; and finally, that the authority of his chidren 
would in like manner continue long established over many regions of 
the oriental world. 

On this, by their fathers desire, the two brothers entered on the spot 
into a solemn engagement, by which it was mutually agreed that the 
Khauny, or sovereign authority, should be forever established in Kabal 
Khaunand his descendants ; anti that the subordinate governnicnts,and 
the general supcrintendanocofthearmics should be permanently invested 
in Katchuly, and his posterity ; and to this effect an instrument was 
immediately prepared, and finally ratified under the Altumgha, or im- 
perial seal of Toumnah Kliauii. 

» Kubhvl, or Kabul Khaun, the son ofToumnah Khaiin, in conformity 
with the arrangement above adverted to, ascended the throne of the 
Moghfils, and ultimately obtained by his virtues the enviable title of 
Alantchung Khaun — nourishcr, or father of his people. He is indeed 
described to have surpassed the whole of his cotemporaries, in clemency 
and justice, in courage and lil)erality, and in short, in every quality 
that could render the character of a monarch estimable and illustrious. 
Hence, ■won by the reputation of his virtues, the sovereign ofKhatiii 
dispatched an embassy to solicit his friendship, and invite him to his 
court. In an evil hour, Kabal Khaun determined to comply with the 
invitation; and having <leputed the government of his hereditary do- 
minions to his brother Katchuly, proceeded accordiagly to the capital 
ofKhatai; where ho experienced from Allan Khaun, the most distin- 
guished and honorable reception. At the grand and solemn carousal, 
which was given by the Khutaian monarch on his arrival, Kabal Khaun 
could not entirely direst himself of the suspicion of personal danger; 
and accordingly, every now jind then, in the courseoftlieir libations he 
privately withdrew', and plunging his head beneatli tiie streani of the 
river which ran by, there disgorged the w'hole of what he had been 
swallowing, and returned to renew the debauch ; much to the surprise 
of all pr^ent, who, not aw'are of his expedient could not forbear to 
express their astonishment at the strength of constitution, which 
could bear such a quantity of liquor without inebriation. Some days 
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after this, ’however, when he had.becn less prudent in his proeeedin»s, 
Kabal Khaun, in a state of drunkenness, entered the presence of the 
Khatayan monarch ; and seizin" him by the beard, applied to him every 
term of abuseand insult, that he could find language to express. The 
injury excited in the mind of Altan Ivhaun a sufficient degree of re- 
sentment, but he thought fit for the present to confine it to his own- 
bosom ; and his imprudent guest hastening, when he came to his re- 
collection, to express the deepest regret for what had happened, Altan 
Khaun had the magnanimity to overlook the offence; and presenting 
him with a rich diadem, and girdle set with gems, shortly afterwards 
dismissed the Moghul prince for his own country. Bat the Khatayan 
nobles, eager for his destruction, proceediu" on his departifl’e to remon- 
strate with their Khaun, on tlie impolicy of suffering so formidable a 
rival, to escape the snare which might be laid to circumvent him, the 
monarch finally dispatched a messenger to solicit the return of his 
guest. Kabal Khaun declined the invitation ; observing that he had 
left the Chinese court with full permission, and that he was not aware 
of any particular advantage that could arise from his return. 

IVrceiving that his victim was otherwise likely to elude the toil, 
Altan Khaun nowdirected a detachment of troops to pursue, ‘and bring 
him back by force; but when these had overtaken their object, he 
contrived to cajole them into a concurrence tliat he’’ might be 
permitted to repose, for a short time, at the habitation of a friend, of 
the name of Satchulv', who resided on the road. By this friend he was 
cautioned, as his exi.stence depended upon it, not to juit himself any 
more in the ’power of the Khatayan monarch ; -ind in order to ensure his 
escape, lie tendered him a horse of incomparable fleetaess, which he 
had ill his stables, and which he recommended that he should imme- 
diately mount and make the best of his way to his tribe. Kabal Khaun 
gratefully availed himself oftheofler ; andgiving his iiorse the reins, soon 
afterwards reached the encampment of bis follow'^rs, in perfect safety. 
His pursuers were not long behind him, and were the whole of them 
put to the sword at the recommendation of K itchulv ; and the Moghiil 
chief was thus fortunately extricated from the hazards, of iiis imprudent 
a/id adventurous journey. 
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By his Wife, whose name was Karkkereik, of the tribe of Kiinkuft^ 
, or Kong£kraut, Kabal Khaun was the father of six sons, of whom the 
following are the names of three ; Onkein Yerkauk, Kaoeilah, and 
Burtan. The former of these, was a youth of extraordinary personal 
beauty; but unfortunately straying one day, into the adjoieing exten- 
sive plains, beyond the protection of his attendants, he was surprised 
and taken by a troop of Tatars, who deUvered him into the hands of 
Altan Khaun ; and he was condemned by that monarch to the same 
cruel death, as had been inflicted on a former occasion on his kinsman 
Hamikaud. 

■Kaueilak Khaun, the son of Kab&l Khaun, succeeded on the death 
of his father, and is described as a man of extraordinary courage, and 
bodily strength ; the latter of ^jhich he possessed to such a degree, that 
he broke the backs of the mo'st powerful antagonists, with the same 
facility as he could bend a twig, and his voice was of that compass 
that he could make himself heard at a seven-fold distance, lie con- 
ducted a successful expedition, to avenge the death of his brother on 
the Khaun of Khat^i, whom in a great battle he totally defeated ; after 
which he returned in triumph to his native land. 

JBurtan^ or Pwrtan Bahauder, the son of Kabal Khaun, succeeded 
to his brother, and equally surpassed all rivalship, in personal prow- 
ess and military virtue ; and hence his surname of Babauder — heroic. 
His uncle Katchdly dying while he was on the throne of the Mogh- 
dls, the superinteadance of the army was conferred by him on his 
cousin german, Eirdumtchy, or tchei, the son of the departed chief. 
Eirdumtehei was subsequently distinguished by the title of Berlas, 
and to him- is ascribed the origin of the tribe of that name. Burtan 
Babauder was the parent of a numerous ofispring ; bat of these tho 
roost renowned, Ibr his intrepid and martial spirit, was Uetfiuuka, to 
whom, on the death of his fother, the supreme authority was inconse- 
quence assigned. 

Beyiouka Bahauder-, tfhe son of Bunan, is said to have ennobled, dt 
reflected additional lustre on the throne of his ancestors, when he en- 
circled'faia brows with the diadem of the Moghdl sovereigns. On the 
death of Eirdumtehei Berlas, leaving aprogeuy of nine and twenty son^ 
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tlie digoitli^ ajod appointments the father were contlaued,by Bey-'^Habeib^as* 
fouka Bahauder, to Sogh6tchein,‘the oldest and ablest of the w.bole. ^ 

On his return from a successful expedition against that branch of 
the Tatar nations, by Petis de la Croix called the Sou Moghiils, the 
wife of Beysouka Bahauder was delivered, at his residence of Deylun 
Yeldak, of a son, to whom he gave the name of Temihtchin; which is 
said to have been that ofthe sovereign q{ the Sou Moghuls, whom he had 
recently vanquished and slain. This child, the afterwards invincible 
Jengueiz, his father pronounced to be the star of the dream of Kat- 
chflly Bahauder, which was destined to extend its radiance throughout 
the habitable W’orld. By the same mother with Temhtchin, he had gueiz. 
furthermore three sons, Jujykcssaur, Kajiun, in another place called 
P.iltcha, and Ountchei, elsewhere Utakein : and he had by a different 
wife, alifthsoii, whose name was Balkojity. Ofthese four, Jiijykessaur, 
tlie former, was remarkal>le for his courage, and extraordinary' stature ; as 
a proof of which, or possibly of the exquisite symmetry of his form, 
it is alleged that when he reclined on one side, a bow might be passed 
beneath it, without coming in contact with his body. Beysouka Ba- 
liaudcr quitted this perishable world in the Moghul year TengCirneil, 
tl'.e five hundred and sixty second of tho.Hidjerab ;* and his kinsman 
Soi’ghiitchein, who possessed the principal coutroul in his government, 
dyiiigabout the same period, the Xeyrun race ungenerously abandoned 
the children of their sovereign, and united with the tribe of Tanjut ; 
of which more hereafter. 

Wc have just seen that the father of Jengueiz was Beysouka, 
the son of Burtan Bahauder ; the name of his mother was Oulfin Ay- 
kah, or Aukah ; and his birth took place at Deylun Y eldak, supposed 
to be about ten days journey north of the frontiers of China, on the 
twentieth day of Zilkaudah, of the five hundred and forty ninth of the 
.Uidjerah.f According to the statement of Shurf-ud-dein Ally the 
Yezdian, in the Zuffurnamah, this circumstance which was destined 
to produce such memorable and dreadful events, occurred when the 
constellation libra was predominant among the heavenly bodies ; and 
when the whole of the seven planets were in conjunction, the head in 

•A. D. 1167. 

' -t Twenty fifth of January, A. D. 1165, the sccoud Booth of the reigoof Heuiy the Ild* 
of England. 
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A’. H. 562. the tl^d, and the tail in the ninth degree of that sign. A plttralit/. 
A;*?r of historians, h<^wever, contend thatthiscdnjunction of the planets did 

llabcib-ua- not take place until the five hundred and eighty first ofthe Hidjerah,* 
when Jengueiz became invested with the universal sovereignty of all 
the tribes of the Neyrfin race. But the oriental writers in general con- 
cur in representing thatthe portentous infant came into the world grasp- 
ing in his hand a quantity of congealed blood; which was declared to 
indicate not only his warlike disposition, but the dreadful slaughter 
of the human race, of which he was destined to be the instrument. 

At the death of his father, Temhtchin had only attained to the thir- 
teenth year of his age, when he was abandoned by the major part of 
his tribe and family, who went overt© the nation of Tanjilt. At this 
period the young prince is described to have dreamt, that liavjng a 
sword in each hand extended in opposite directions, the point of one 
'secmcdtotouchthe eastern, as thato'fthc otherdid thewestern horizon. 
The following morning when he related the dream to his mother, it was 
again interpreted to denote the extraordinary power to which he was 
destined to attain ; that he should accomplish the subjugation of the 
•world from east to west; and thatthe point of his sword would be felt 
through all the. countries extending to both horizons. 

It appears, at the same time, tlmt while the immediate ancestors of 
Temutehin maintained their authority over the Neyruu tribes, the ge- 
nerality of the Moghul and Tatar nations were seldom, or never, subject 
to one and the same sovereign. On the contrary, as convenience might 
suggest, one or more nations would associate under the government 
of a separate and independent ruler. Hence they were engaged in 
perpetual hostilities, mutually directed to the extermination of one 
another ; and hence, when left an orphan minor on the death of his fa- 
ther, as just related, Jengueiz was abandoned to his destiny, by those 
whom the obligations of duty and gratitude, should have bound 
protect him, at least'until he was of age to protect himself. In conse- 
tjuenceof this ungenerous defection, the young prince was involved in a 
train of tliemost serious difficulties, and for several’ years exposed to 

*‘A.D. 1185, commenciug Uiethiril of April, N.B. If tliis nllude.s to his tissuinplioii of 
tl^ suprome powvr.^aftcr liie subjugatioa of the K«^tcit, that event did not take place 
ortti tkc590tb oftfacfli(ijcrah. 
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lie fnest imtn!n6f>t danger of deatructioo<- At laat« pcNteivi^ tIAt lie 
waa B» longer able to contend with his adversariest with a prospect of 
success, he finally determined, at the i^rnmneadatioa ofK&ratchaur 
Nfiyan, the son of Soughdtchein, a youth not older than himself, for 
they were both minors at the death of their parents, to throw himself 
on the protection of Oung»Khaun the monarch of the Ker&eit, whose 
capital was Khrakorum ; and who is described, both in point of extent 
of territory, and of the numerous population subject to his authorityi 
as the most potentand formidable of the Khauns of Tdrkestaun. 

With respect to the origin of this prince, and of the nation over 
whom he governed, we find it stated, that at a period more remote, 
there reigned among the Tartar tribes, a monarch who had eight sons 
all of a black complexion, and who on account of their colour, received 
the appellation of Kerkeit, or Kkraeit— ^black fleshed. From this sable 
stock tlien, the subjects of Oung Khaun derived their origin. With res- 
pect to himself, he was called originally Toghrel, but this, as the name 
of a bird of ill omen, he is said to have changed, possibly at his acces- 
sion to sovereign power, into Oung Khaun ; which latter, as well 
as Beysouka, borne by the father of Jengueiz, is here alleged to signi- 
fy, the prince of a single territory, llis father’s name was Kartchaur 
Koulu Beruk. M'e shall finally remark that this same Oung Khaun 
is represented, by Petis de la Croix, as the Prester John of Asia of the 
Nestoriaii Christians, in the latter part of the twelfth century. 

A system of the closest amity hud, at all events been cultivated, for 
many years, between this monarch and Beysouka Bahauder ; and Jen- 
gueiz,* on the demise of his father, had given every proof of a disposi- 
tion to continue it unimpaired. That which he W'as, by the pressuile 
of his misfortunes now to give, was perhaps not the least ; and he w&s 
not deceuved in his confidence, lie experienced from the Khaun on his 
arrival, the most generous attention, with every testimony of favor and 
esteem ; and his -followers met a reception equally benevolent and hii- 
maoie. Jengueiz acquired, in a short time, by the superiority of his 
understauding, 4nd by bis singular talents and sagacity, as Weil as by his 

* Although he dhl net astsurac the title until his solemn inauguration, as king of kings, many 
years subsequent to the present (teriud, this is the name by whicli, uitb the author, we sMll 
' iicuo^ihrwat4l comuHie to distiiiguish lum. 
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tonBdence with bis 'pfoteVtt#{ titho'A'an i^ltimately' induced to CtttWBit 
Mabeib-oH him ^itli thelninag^entof the ihOstanliaous, and important oOnceras 
of his government, being irf all eases invariably directed by hist>piaionJ 
During the period ih whidh^ Under these circumstances, he resided 
under the protection of Oung Khaun, he exhibited on a variety of oc« 
casions, the most distinguished' proofs of extraordinary courage and 
consummate abilities. He brought to a triumphant issue the war, in 
which that monarch was involved with his brother Tcbankd ; he van- 
quished Tourkein, the chief of theMekreit, or Merkeit, with his ally 
Toukta Beiggy ; and, mueh about the same period, the five hundred 
and seventy-eighth of the Midjerali, at a place called Kdytenn, he 
gained a memorable and signal victory, over the associated tribes of 
Tanjiit, Saljht, Konkdraut, andJeliaeir; notwithstanding the inter- 
vention of a dreadful snow-storm, which they are particularly described 
to have brought on, through the influence of the Sung Yedduh, or lapis 
imhrifer. 

’ In short, at the expiration of about eight years, in which he conti- 
nued to serve with undiminished felicity and reputation, in the court 
and armies of Oung-Khaun, the splendid advancement, and daily in- 
creasing predominance of Jengueiz, at length excited the jealousy of 
liis envious and malignantrivals.- ■ A combination was privately formed 
to effect his destruction ; and it w'as for that purpose insidiously repre- 
sented to the Khaan,that his illustrious favorite aspired at independent 
•power, or at leart to obtrude himself into the successioij, to the preju^ 
dice of the princes of his own blood. But the man- w'ho distinguished 
himself beyond all others, in his exertions to hasten the destruction of 
Jengueiz, was Jamouka, the chief, or prince, of the Jajeraut. 'His en- 
deavors -proved, however, for some time unsuccessful ; until address- 
ing his applications to Sankoun, or Sankoum* the son of the Khaun, 
that' prince was persuaded to associate in his hostile ckesigns, -and 
-by repeated ipipoitunity, ultimately brought -his hitherto coincide. 
rA partitiulavmomingwaa now fixed upon, l^-OungKbaiiai, tcruttadc 
the person of the obnoxious favorite, when he least suspected the d^n- 
irer to which, he, was exposed. .. But, the very day before the design 
was to be carried into execution, one.jO£thp.^8tile chieishappenin g tp 
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a conversation witbjjiia 

bj^ tw^ yoi|^^ pf the name ofli&taapd Kesblejk> whosat without the A. P. iloyi aol. 
tepl^; ^pnd who.^tantly flew to the camp of jengue|z, to whom t|iey Habeib-us- 
displpaed the circumstances of his danger. Under copsiderable alarm, 

Jepgp^Z- en^efl into consultation with his faithful relative li^&ra- 
tchapr ; and jt, was determined on the spot to leave their tentsi standing^ 
and to retire immediately, under cover of the night, to a station called 
Kellaltcbein ; at the footof some of the hills adjoining to the frontiersp^ 

Kbathi, or northern China, there to await the issue. 

In ^le^course of the same night, Oung Khaun approached the en. 
campmcnt ofJengueiz at the head of his troops, and observing the tentf 
all standing, directed his archers to ply them with their arrows ; until 
it was finally discovered that their quivers were exhausted in vain, 
and that the tents had been previously abandoned by their inmates. 

The , Khaun then hastened in pursuit of Jengueiz, whom be attacked 
in his post with, equal obstinacy and animosity. The Moghul prince 
continued, however, and in spite of the vast disparity of bis numbers, 
to defend himself until night-fall, .when the combat mutually ceased. 

Jengueiz availed himself of the opportunity, and silently witlulrcw to the 
fountain hcad,orlakcofBaljoiitah ; wherc,at the recommendation of the 
prudent Karatchaur, he proceeded to enregister, for future appropriate 
titles and dignities, the wlioleof liis gallant associates in the lateunequal 
conflict. Upon the twoyouths in particular, who bad spscasonably fore/- 
w'arned him of bis-danger, he conferred the title of TerMa/i; expressly 
ordainhig, that their posterity for nine generations, should be exempted 
from all questions for their olTeuces, on the part of his sous and succes- 
sors. From these descended the whole of the Terkhaiiians \ylio sub- 
sequently appeared, during .the power of tlic mbnarchs of the lines* of 
Jengueiz and Teymur, both in Khoniwaun and the territory bnjheOxus. 

From the head of the lake 13aljo.utah, Jengueiz removed, at a proper 
opportunity, still nearer to the fwntiers p.l Khatai ; taking post op tlite 
ban ksofa certain river, supposed to be thelCaranauran ; the yellow rivejr, 
according to a note in Mr. Perils do ^ Croix’s histDi^y.*At a subsequent 
period he hasteped, however, with his little band of four’thousand sjx 
hundred warriors ot tried experience, to the station of Nawefd ; fro^ 

* Possibly Feramuran ; since IvAramluatI^^ould be more properly, the blackrivex* 
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.tiJiia% jjg dispatched hfe a^^ts to solhbtt C^dn 6tp€axe iVtoiti ^Hth^ Kfaduii. 

^ process Of tftftC, hOtjrewt, a'fWa of hosrcilitite, ^Mctk uodt 

have been j|>rothi<ited OridCr vKiiotts cireuthstaoces, ffcd apoHob ^bili^or 
ten yearS} i^nd wYiiCh,%^e ite hete'bHefly tbldyprodtrc^thoiithlOi^de- 
iAlati'oh through the country of ihh fCe'i^^'it; he bhhightthenrmytiftfa# 
^hauntoa^atand'dccisiveb&ttle. TowaTdsthec1oseiofthecoTiflict,tHe 
horse ofOuttgKhaunbeingkiiledbyan arh)w,ftoin thebowof K&ratcfaanr 
Ndyan, that monarch iinmedlately mounted another, and accompa> 
hied%y hiia ion Sankoan,'made the best of his way from the field of 
baitley’to the court of Tayang Khaun, the monarch of the Naymans; by 
some of whose principal officers, he was shortly afterwards basefy put 
to death. His son escaped for the present to the country of Kashgh&r ; 
to experience, however, at a subsequent period, a similar fate by the 
hand of a chief of the tribe of Khiitje, Or Guellitch, of the ntime of 
Xellidje Kurrah. 

Having thus finally triumphed over the armies of their sovereign, 
Jengueiz found no further difficulty in subjugating the whole nation 
oftheKeAeit ; and lie proceeded, in the five hundred and ninety ninth 
of the Hidjefah, being then in the forty ninth year of his age, to seat 
himself, at the station df Thamankohrah,*on the throneof the Khaun}'^ ; 
and hence boldly displaying the standard of his power, multitudes of the 
Mogbfil tribes submitted to his authority. This piece of information 
pwakened the most inveterate spirit of hostility in Tayang Khaun, the 
son of Kynauiije Khaun, the prince, or monarch of the Naymans ; who 
is here stated to have borne the name of Taubkfi, until it was chang^^d 
by the khaun of Khatay, or sovereign of Chftia, into Tayang Khaun, 
sifted to sigpiify, son of the Khaun. At ^ events, he determined to 
em'^oy the resources <>f a powerful monarchy for' the immediate extir- 
pation of the new sovereign and for that purpose proceeded toas- 
jpem'ble a vast forcejl' dispatching to every quarter Of the land' of the 
Mc^hfils, to demand their co-operation in theliesign. ' 

'.‘ Ota theoth^ hand, apprized of these formidable prepatatiohs, JeO- 
j^eiz]li{Mdened 'to deliberate with his sobs, and Oelativ^^atAd principal 
'#ineih 9 ,''dh the means of opposing the storm. His half brother fial- 
' * *hoi»>SI^Oo probably near fai» native phice of DeylAu Yetdilk./ 
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their sovereigu would but march, to anticipate the attack of theenemy A. D. iao4. 
bn his own territory, he would be responsible for the success of the HabeilMW' 
measure. Jetigueiz immediately subscribed to the plan ; and in the 
midilie of the latter Jummaudy of the six hundredth of the Hidjerah* 
conducted his troops, accordingly, to seek the Khaun of theNaymans, 
in the heart of his own doininions. Tlie aclvesse monarch, who was, at 
the same time, the father in law of Jengueiz, had however already as* 
sembledhis numerous legions, and hastened togive battle to the invader. 

In the dreadful conflict which ensued, he was severely wounded ; and 
withdrawing his person to a pass in one of the neighboring mountains, 
some of his principal generals followed, to intreat that he would re* 
sume his station in the held. But finding him deafto their arguments, 
they returned withouthim, and precipitated themselves indespair upon 
the troops of Jengueiz ; among whom they!found a speedy and honorable 
death. When night came on, Tayang, with considerable difficulty, de- 
scended to the foot of the pass, and succeeded in conveying himself 
to a place of safety. lie died however before the conclusion of the 
year; his son Koushlitk escaping to the country of an uncle,of the name 
of Biiyrfik. 

In the mean time the followers of Jamoukah, who wandered through 
theTartarsolitudcsIperpetually harassed by his terrors of the vengeance 
of Jengueiz, seized their unhappy lord, and delivered him up to his 
successful rival. For this piece of treason, and foul ingratitude, the mis- 
creants were, by Jengueiz, deservedly punished with death ; and for 
his malicious calumnies with Oung Ivhaun, and the prince his son^ 

Jamoukah was himself immediately hacked to pieces. These events 
weresucceededby the entire submission of all the Moghul tribes, that of 
Mekreit or Merkeit alone excepted, which was under the authority of 
TouktaBeiggy. Against that nation, Jengueiz now' turned Ira victorious 
arms ; and, having at the very first onset put a period to the power of 
Tcrukta Beiggy, that prince and his son w^ere also driven for protection 
to the court of Bfiyrfik, the brother of Tayang K haun ; while their con- 
queror continued his successful career into the country of Tanguett, 

Fdbruiurjr A. D.* 1204. 



A. H. eo2. kmwnaUoby thenaoieof Kasbein, whickiie reduce4to«ubjeQtiQi;^ 
A. D. igfle. with his usual celerity. . , 

HabeilMitfT By the month of Rudjub of theaix hundred and second of the ,Hid« 
jerah* when the sun should b&ve attained to the ntansiqn of its highest 
sublimity, in'aries at the vernal equinox, and when the hills and plifiins 
should have arrayed themselves in natuse's loveliest robe, Jengueiz 
had given directions to prepare for a Kouriltki,. or general diet of the 
states of the empire, so called by theTartars. A prodigious concourse* 
consisting his sons, and generals, and of the majority of the higiicr, 
with many of the lower classes from all parts of the Moghul territory, 
assembled accordingly,attheappointed {teriod, at the imperial residence. 
On this occasion, Jengueiz, having caused the great white standard of 
nine degree6(ortails) to be erected, presented himself on a magnificent 
throne under the shadow of it, and proceeded to extend to every rank 
of his admiring subjects, the most liberal proofs of his munificence, 
lie was saluted by an universal burst of acclam ation and applause, from 
the whole of the nobility and grandees of the empire ; not an individual 
of the vast assembly omitt ing, at the samb time, tooffer before the throne 
some token of allegiance, together with his vows for the prosperity 
and happiness of the monarch. In the midst of this tumultuous 
agitation of zeal and joy, a Moghfil devotee, or enthusiast, genccaliy 
known by the appellation of But-tongry, but whose real name was 
Kouktchfi, claimed the attention of the assemMy ; and addressing the 
monarch on the throne, who bad hitherto retained his original name of 
Temfitchin, expressed himself briefly in these terms ; “ by the myster- 
ious authority which 1 possess, on Terofitchin, on his sons, and on 
his kindred, have 1 bestowed the whole surface of the globe ; hence* 
t‘ forth therefore,BO longer Temfitchin, thy imme h^JengueUKhaunT' 
The title is here expressly said to signify, SMhshahan — kingof kings ; 
and it w’as immediately confinned by a general acclamation of the 
assembly. 

Among other artifices, by which this enthusiast endeavored to impo>se 
upon the understanding of paankind, be pretpnd.ed to possess the secret 

of diying into their inmost thoughts ; that he had, on sevci^ pccasioos, 

''•**-'*•*' 



Kteed^ed lo the^kiei^ anU thfltfaespf>]t:e(&Qia4I>6fHi^Mn^fltUFa1kiu>«'lr«lge 
acquired in his visits among the stars in their cp 9 £fte}lations. . . But, 
although sufficiently aware of the grossaess of the imposition, Jen> 
gileiz did not on that day conceive it expedient either to check, or 
molest the proceedings of the impostor. Some time afterwards, how- 
ever, the same Biit-tongry discovering certain symptomsof an aspiring 
«mbition, which ill becamethe sanctity which he professed, and obtrud- 
ing upon J6jy Kessaur, the brother of Jengueiz, some inquiries of a 
nature beyond his properconcern, that chief, without ceremony, seized 
him by the throat, and dashed him with such violence against the earth, 
that he never rose, or spoke again. It is moreover added, on the tes- 
timony of the Jammia-ul-towaurikh, that this But, or perhaps Buhd- 
tongry was,by a second husband, the son of Oulun Aykah, the widow of 
-Bevsouka Bahauder, and mother of the immortal Jengueiz ; that he 
hud rendered himself equally insensible to the effects of heat and cold ; 
and that he was thus capableof sitting naked without apparent incoii; 
venience in the midst of ice and snow; and, finally, that he had fixed 
his abode on a solitarj’' mountain called Outan karvan, and that he 
disdained to solicit the means of existence from any human being. 

On the dissolution of the Kouriltai, at which he may have promul- 
gated the Yaussa, or code of laws, detailed in the (ith chapter of Petis 
de la Croix’s respectable history, Jengueizhastened to carry his designs 
into execution, against Buyrouk, the brother of TayangKhaun; whom 
he suddeiiiV attacked, defeated, and killed, on the plains, or hunting 
grounds of Ulfigh, or Alughtauk. Koushliik, the nephew of the van- 
quished monarch, in company wdth Toukta Beiggy, theKhaun of the 
Mekreit, betook himself to flight on the fall of his relative. The fu- 
gitives w'ere, however, pursued, and overtaken by Jengueiz, at Erdeish, 
(not the Irtish) where Toukta Beiggy was killed ; but Koushlfik again 
contrived to escape, and claim the protection of Gftrkhaun, a mon- 
arch of W’bom more hereafter; and it was at this conjuncture that the 
prince of Eyghfir, who bore the tUle of Eidykout, the lord of power, 
or ruling prince, impressed by the reports which continually, reached 
him, ofthe invincible prowess and surpassingmagnificence of Jengueiz, 
suddenly threw off the authority . pf Gflrkhaun ; and hasteiied to join, 
and solicit an alliance with the Koghfd moriafch, Vho received him 
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^iiis daughters in WafrMkge. 

The aDii&oiitieB*'vrhidh Ikad so fte^en^ brdkc odi between the 
Khaugans of the M^gMl tribes, wd the momirchs ofKhetii, Orndrth- 
em China,* although ccMsposed by terapdtary cessation, weSe neter* 
thelesS in a state of perf>ietoal cfferveseence ; and iraw that, in the 
oriental strain, hiS armies might be said to out-number the drops in 
tain, jengueiz considered, perhaps, that they could not be better em* 
ployed than in avenging thetrrongs of his country by the sabjugation 
of that powerful monarchy. This enterprize he therefore determined 
to undertake without further delay ; but, he first ofall thought it expe- 
dientto dispatch oneofhis oldestofficers, ofthename of Jaufier Khaujah, 
equally distinguished for his commanding eloquence and ss^city of 
mind, to convey to Altan, or Altfin Khaun, which appears at this pe- 
riod to have been a title generally borne by the Chinese emperors, a 
formal demand of allegiance and 4ribute. The Khhtayan monarch is 
described to have received the message with equal indignation, and 
disdain. He desired that it might be made known to the arrogant 
and haughty Jengueiz, that the dominions over which he governed, had 
hitherto never been polluted by tlie footsteps of a foreign adversary ; 
that it behoved him to make an estimate widely different, between the 
monarch of a powerful empire, and the uncivilized and undisciplined 
Moghflls, against w'hom his enterprizes had hitherto been solely di- 
rected ; and he admonished him to beware of drawing upon himself, a 
train of calamities and vengeance, of which it was impossible that he 
could form the slightest conception. But, if in spite of every suggestion 
of prudence, he was still determined to tempt his fate, by Approaching 
the provinces under his authority, he should mfailibly experieaee to his 
cost, what a numerous, tmd victorious soldiery was capable of achieving. 

When the obvious reAult of bis embassy had been communicated, by 
Jauffer Khaujah, to Jengueiz, that monarch, as appears to have been 
his practice on all extraordiinary dccasioiis, ascended a lofty eminence ; 
and there loosihg the girdle fiium bii Want, and easting it round his 

*K|i«ifi.b name applied, irith gren.sppswnt impriely, by De la Croix, to the 
«eHn<noitfaem provinces efCbina; «s tint tpwv Mitchehi, is to tiie utnl stHitbem 

proviaSes. , • 



iff the humblest terms implored the Alini^ty to crdwn'his eflTorts A. H. 0074. 
with victory. He remained on tlie same spot, engaged iff supplication A. P. i2io-i i, 
for several days and nights ; but descending at last to resume the func- Habeib-us- 
tions of his power, and having set apart a body of troops for the 
defence of the OurdA, or principal seat of government at KSrakorum, ' 
lie fiiiilly proceeded at the head of the main body of the army, towards 
the’ Khatayan territory. Soon afterwards penetrating the frontier of 
the empire,* he subdued with surprising rapidity the country of Jour- 
anjet, containing, as it is said, the incredilde population of seventy 
thousand tomauns, of ten thousand each (the former would make 
seven hundred millions, the latter the rather more moderate aggregate 
ol'seventy millions) ; and he added to his conquests by the reduction of 
many other great and flourishing cities. 

Altai! Khaun, on intelligence of this formidable invasion, with an 
army such as, lor multitude, the blue firmament with itsthousand eyes, 
had hitherto never before cont<“mplated, now advanced from the me- 
tropolis of Tchengdu, orTchengtu •,+ (for it would be difficult to give, 
from thc' original, the precise, orthograjihy of this and many other 
Chinese and Tartar names which occur in the history)-]- and took post 
at thc head of one of tlie passes of his country. He detached, how- 
ever. some of his generals with a force sufficiently numerous more in 
advance; both to observe the frontiersof the province, and, as opportu- 
nity ocenrred, to harass and annoy the .Moghuls. The division thus 
«-mi)loyed receiving unexpected information, that Jengueiz, after forc- 
ing one of the cities in the neighborhood, was at this moment engaged 
without sus])icion of danger, iiidividiugthehootv, the Chinesegenerals 
conceived it to be one of the opportunities, of which they had been 
instructed to avail thtniiselves ; and they hastened by as expeditious a 
movement as possible to take the enemy by surprise. They were so far 
successful, as to come upon the Moghuls while they were preparing 
one of their meals ; but thc over-active .Tenguciz, mounting his horse 
in person on thc first alarm, and directing his soldiers to reverse their 

*Di' 111 Croix states, tlial the groat "ate ii the Chiuese wall, the Sedd-e-Yiijhje of thc 
Arab>, was betrayed to hua?>y M.u nii'., llie Khaun of Aiikout. Thc wall is not own men- 
lioncil by mil* author, wliioli scorns ralher extraordinerv. It is, howcuer, to be observed, 
that Jvankofi is tlio naim? b;, some a* liters to the same Avail. 

i It will be fouiJil, ill a miIim .iuiiot pari of the work, that this city lay something to the 
northward of the uiodi rii uictsopolis of K.iauii bali»h, or Cambaiii, or Tekiu. 
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cooking utensils and take to their swords, immediately assailed- the 
Khatayaii troops ; who gave way at the very first onset, and were de- 
feated with extensive loss. 

In the great battle which was soon afterwards fouglit between Jen- 
gueiz, and the Kh&tayan monarch in person, the Mogh&ls wore as 
usual triumphant; AltanKhaun flying in dismay to his capital, whi* 
thet he was immediately pursued' by his conqueror. In this extre- 
mity, the Khatay an deliberated with his ministers and principal generals, 
the names of three of whom, Kiouking, Dioungshah, andTcheingsang, 
unequivocally bespeak their Chinese identity, as to the measures 
which he should adopt to repel the danger. Tcheingsang declared for 
a temporary accommodation with the invader; and that, if he could 
be prevailed upon to withdraw to his oivn country, means might easily 
be devised to repair the losses, of whatever magnitude, sustained by 
the invasion. This plan met with the approbation of Allan Khaun i 
by whom an embassy was immediately dispatched to open a negocia- 
tion for peace with Jengueiz, and to make him anoflerof his daughter 
Kebkhur, orKenjur, (the Kubcou Catune, or Khittun, of De la Croix,) 
for his bride. The Moghul monarch, from some motive of present 
convenience, agreed to a treaty of peace; and, accompanied by the 
Chinese princess, soon afterwards withdrew to his own teft’itories. 
Allan Khaun is stated upon this to have consigned the government 
of Tchengdtk, and that part of his dominions, to one of thp princes his 
sons, aided by a council of some of the most distinguished Ameirs of 
the empire, and to have retired himselfto Tayming; a noble city, which 
had beenerectedbyhisfather,and which, in loftiness and extent, seemed 
to rival the stupendous vault of heaven. On th.‘ authority of the Jam* 
mia-rashidy, and of the preliminary tothe zuflurnaraaii of the Yezdian, 
we are further informed that this was a city of forty farsangs, or leagues, 
in circumference ; that ifwas defended by three prodigious ramparts ; 
and that it was washed on one side by a vast river, of such a breadth 
indeed, that it occupied an entire day, with the utmost exertion, in 
the vessels which navigated the stream, to cross it and return from 
one bank to the other. It is, moreover, stated to have been suppli'd, 
in equal abundance, Mith all the fruits indigenous to botu w8rm and 
cold climates. 



• On\e removal of Altan Khaun, however, to a remoter part ofhis 
dominions, that which he seems to have abandoned soon became a 
prey to the most alarming disturbances and disaffection ; g^eat numbers 
of the military chiefs, with their followers, displaying at the same time 
the standard of insurrection and revolt, and disseminating the baneful 
influence of their disloyalty and treason, throughout the whole of north- 
ern China. Thus circumstanced, the son of the Khaun found himself 
constrained to resign the government of Tchengdu to its fate, and he 
withdrew from the surrounding convulsions, to join the person ofhis 
father ; and intelligence of the forsaken situation of the metropolis of 
Khatlii, being early conveyed to Jcngueiz, by the agent of Aboukah the 
governor of Jiirjah, supposed to be the peninsula of Corea, together 
with assurances of liis master’s allegiance and attachment, Mangu, and 
Samoukah, two Arneirs, or commanders of tomauns, were immediately^ 
appointed, at the head of a competent force, to resume on the part of 
the Moghul monarch, the conquest of the country south of the wall 
of China. 

These two generals appeared in due time before TchengdA, of which 
they immediately formed the siege; and it employed their exertions and 
vigilaneetoa protracted period, until, indeed, theresourcesofthegarrisoii 
became entirt l,v exhausted. In this extremity, the besieged ventured 
to apprize their sovereign, in his new cardial, of the situation to which 
they had l^ccii reduced ; and a numerous convoy ander the direction 
of a chief of tlie name of lloutekshki,,and three other Arneirs, was dis- 
patched with all expedition to their relief ; each of the soldiers and 
followers carrying three measures ofgrain, for the supply of thogarrison. 
When it readied a place called Seyuing, or some such name, the con- 
voy was however intercepted by a body of the Jengueizian troops; 
who suffered the escort to jiass, but took care to diseiiciunber them.of 
the invaluable siipjily for the garrison, of which they were in charge. 
In despair at the circulation of this disastrous intelligence anmng their 
followers, two of theCliincsc commanders, Kiou Kt ing,. andTcheiog- 
sang, destroyed themselves by poison ; the others effected their escape 
to Tayming ; and thes circumstances were followed by the immediate 
submission of the capital, and tlie whole of the Khatayan territory.. 
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jof;K.onkii Nuyan proeeeded by order of Jongueiz, toTehengclii, toeoii- 
ilitbeik-u^ ygy Karakoruni the k«ig accumujated treasures of the Khatayan 
monarch ; which, in specie beyood alJ estimate of numbers, and incostly 
effects without measure, together with the individual, who as treasurer 
■bad been formerly vested with the inestimable charge, were now trans> 
■ported entire to the presence of Jengueiz ; by whom, with bis charac- 
teristic liberality, the whole was immediately distributed on the spot, 
to bis armies. The suhjugaticm of Khatay appears to have been com- 
ipletediu the six hundred and tenth, or eleventh of the Hidjerah ; soon 
after ■which, returning from the frontier of his new conquests tl> bis owri 
capital^ the Moghul monarch consigned the final settlement of the 
conquered countries, to Moghuly (Juyang of the tribe of Jeilaeir. 

Having enjoyed a short interval of repose, the attention of Jengueiz 
was next employed to carry into execution the design, which he had 
probably for some time had in view, of extinguishing the rival ambi- 
tion of Koushluk, prince of the Nay mans, and of subjugating the Kiirak- 
hatayan natron with whom he had taken refuge. Before he proceeds, 
however, to record the events of this expedition, the. author supplies 
us with the following curtailed account of the people who were tl»e 
ultimate object of it. A short time previous to the pcj'iod under cou- 
sideratioB, the K&rakhtayans were governed by the lastofalineof princes, 
to whom, for reasons similar to those which had bestowed upon the 
monarclis of Northern China that of Altan Khaun, they assigned tite 
general titleofGfir Khaun. Theirancestors were indeedgeiiuine Kh&tay- 
ansofthemostdistinguishedclass; eighty individuals of whom, together 
with their kindred and dependents, comprising in the whole a numer- 
ous population, some time previous to the birth of Jengueiz , liad emigrat- 
ed from their native country, and appeared on the confines ofK-erkeir, or 
Crequir,north of the^peninsula ofCorea; but meeting with opposition 
from the inhabitants of Kerkeir, they passed thence to the territory of 
' £ymil, wherethey erected a considerable city. This became the resortof 
the most warlike of the Tartar tribes; of whom a colony of four thous- 
and fomilies was induced not long afterwards, to settle in the vicinity. 

At this particular period the city of Balasaughun, called by the 
Mogbfils, Aghu or Oghfibauligh-*-the city of beauty, or tl^p beautiful 



m 

was governed by a Khaim of the raceof Afrausiab; whose-weak- A. H. ero-i^ 
ness exposing him to the cupidity of the neighboring tribes, thefroii- A P. iai4-i 5» 
tiers of his cdnntry were perpetually plundered and laid waste, and in *•**»"*’ “^ 
particular, by the Kereik and Kankuly Tartars. To relieve himself 
from these repeated. aggressions, flie prince of BalasaughAn determined 
•to call in the assistance of the chief of the Kkrakhatayans, who had 
.already assumed the titleof Gurkhaun ; and whom heaccordingjly soli- 
cited, through his agent, to come and put himself in possession of 
Balasaugbiin,and avenge his injuries on the predatory and hostile tribes. 

The Gurkhaun did not require much solicitation ; he hastened to Bala 
saughdn, divested the imliecile prince of his hereditary authority, and 
transferred it to himself, with the title of Eylek Turkman or, more pro- 
bably, Turkan, He then directed his resources to the subjugation of 
all the tribes that might prove hostile to his government; after which, 
he further extended his conquests by the reduction of Kashghur and 
Khuten southwards, and, ultimately, by the submission ofseveralol'the 
potty princes of Mawur-un-neher and Fcrghanah, westward to the 
Oxus. It was the same monarch who opposed, and defeated Sultan 
Sunjurof the race of Seljuk, about the five hundred and thirty sixth 
of the riidjerah, as noticed on a former occasion. 

On the death of this able monarch, his authority appears to have 
devolved to his widow whose name was fiiiyang, or Kuloun,for it is 
written both ways in the same line ; and she was cheerfully obeyed 
bv the nation, so long as she continued to deport herself as a chaste 
and virtuous matron. But the moment she suffered herself to be led 
awav hv her voluptuous propensities, the Karakhata.\ ans did not scru- 
ple to cut her oft', together with the associate of her pleasures ; and to 
transfer the authority and title of Gurkhaun, to the brother of their late 
sovereign. 

Between the second of theGurkhauns, and the kings of Khaurezm, 
occurred those transactions of alternate peace and war recorded in a 
former page ; and it was to him that Koushluk the princeof the Nay- 
mans fled for protection, on the death of his uncle Bdyruk Khaun, and 
the fall of Toukta B« ggy ; and the kind and hospitable reception which 
the fugitive experienced on the occasion, was succeeded by an union 
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With the daughter the K4rakhatayan. All which was but ill-requited 
in the sequel. 

While Jengueiz was absenton his expedition against Khat&i,Kou8fah 
luk availed himself of the opportunity to represent to<bis father in law> 
that his hereditary subjects, the Naymans, hadbeen^left too long to waii> 
der, like ^heep without their shepherd ; and that if the proposal met 
with his approbation , the friend on whom he had conferred such lasting 
obligations, would now undertake to collect them together, and coir- 
duct them to the service of his benefactor. The Gurkhaun too easiBy 
and imprudently acceded to the insidious proposal ; and immediately 
dismissed theNayman, loaded with distinction and favor, to carry h» 
desisrninto execution. KoushUik conveved himself without accident 
to- the country of his birth, and was joined, as soon as- his arrival be* 
eame known, by the whole force of the Nayman tribes^ and not long 
afterwards by the prince- of the Mekreit, who embraced' the opportu- 
nity of repairing to his standard.. Finding himself at the head of a 
powerful army, instead of avenging himself on- the adversaries of his 
family, Koushluk, in violation of every tie of friendship and hospita- 
lity, proceeded without scruple, to plunder and lay waste the terri- 
tory of his father in law. And;, as if determined to ensure the destruc- 
tion of his benefactor beyond the possibility of failure, he dispatched 
to Sultan Mahommed-the Khaurezinian, the message described in-a 
former chapter ; inviting him to attack the K4rakhatayan from the west- 
'ward whde he continued hostilities against him from the east : and 
stipulating-, asalreaify observed^ that if the Khaurczmian> was foremost 
in his succcssfulexertions todestroy the power of the common- enemy, 
he shouldcompensate himself by taking- possession of Kashgh4r and 
Khoten; on the other hand, if success first dawned on the arms of the 
Nayman, Sfiltan Mahommed should cede to him the whole of thecountiry 
westward of Tflrkestaun, to the Seyhiiii or river of Finauket.. 

In- conformity with the plan-of operations thus proposed, the Kkrakha- 
tayan found himself shortly afterwards exposed to- two<formidaMc 
attacks on opposite quartersofliis dominions. The Nayman^ who pressed 
tothe scene of action beforehis ally,, was, howovor, defeated ;.after which 
succeeded the battle between Gutkbaun and the Khaurezmian, already 
leterced to ; in which either wing of the contending armics| having been. 
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beaten, either through the treachery or misconduct of the sep&hbud, or 
commander, of the Kabiidj&mabgan, or blues, on the side of Sultan 
l^lahommed, both ultimately separated without claiming the victory. 
But, on returning to his capital of Balasaughun on this occasion, the 
inhabitants tired of the yoke of^he K&rakhatayans, and expecting that 
the Khaurezmians were in close pursuit, at once shut their gates in the 
face of the Gurkhaun ; and proceeded to assail his person wdth darts 
and stones, and every species of annoyance that the most determined 
hostility could have devised. The monarch prepared without delay to 
reduce them to their allegiance ; and at the expiration of sixteen days, 
succeeded in carrying the place by assault, and tosignalizehis vengevince, 
immediately gave orders for a general massacre of the inhabitants. In 
consequence of this, during three days and three nights, for which the 
slaughter was continued, forty seven thousand of the most distinguished 
individuals in Balasaughun, were put to the sword. 

Such were the circumstances of the Ivhatayan monarch, when, his 
treasury being entirely emptied by the expences of the war, an opu- 
lent courtier, apprehensive of a claim upon his own wealth, suggested 
to him the ex])cdieut of calling upon his officers, as an equivalent for 
his disbursements, to deposit the plunder, which they had amassed 
during the campaign, in the hands of the treasurer of state. To this 
unpopular measure the Gurkhaun unfortunately gave his assent; and it 
hastened the crisis of his destruction. Ilis captains, obtaining intelli- 
gence of what was in agitation, alternately withdrew' from court under 
various pretexts, and excited, in different quarters, a general spirit of 
disaffection, and revolt against his government. The Xayman prince, 
Koushiuk, hastened to avail himself of the general discontent ; and 
like a sudden and unexpected calamity appeared, at the head of his 
followers, within the walls of Balasaughfin, of wdiich he became imme- 
diately master ; the aged monarch, deprived of friends and resources* 
presenting himself, in a posturcof silent and humble resignation, before 
the throne of his ungrateful betrayer. Affecting, however, to he 
shocked at tliis public and striking proof of the inconstancy of fortune, 
Koushiuk caused him, in appearance, to be treated with respect and 
tenderness ; although hescize<l, without ceremony, on every article of 
his property, whether treasure or cattle, moveable or immoveable. 
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C^rkhaun survived his degradation for a p^od of two years ; at the 
end of which, and at the advanced age of ninety five he died, after an 
alleged reign of eighty two years. This appears however to be an in- 
consistency; and probably refers to the entire duration of the existence 
of this dinasty, which expired with him. 

Having thus attained the climax of his usurpations, Koushluk pro- 
ceeded in a short time to extend his dominion to the countries of 
Almauligh,* Kasbghfir, and Khoten,^ signaliaing his ^verument by 
every species of oppression, rapacity, and violence. In his religion he 
is described as a rank and inveterate idolater, while his consort profes- 
sed the doctrines of the Messiah. Hence themalignity, with which 
they are both accused of having persecuted the advocates of tlie Ma- 
liommedan dispensation. The memory of Koushluk was however 
rendered particularly odious, because he condemned a distinguished 
Mussulman doctor, of the name of Alla-ud-dein Mahommed-ul-Hus- 
seny, to be crucified at the door of his own college, for having success- 
fully vindicated the tenets of his belief, and retorted upon the tyrant 
the abuse with which he had presumed to treat the name of his pro- 
phet: a circumstance which, at thesaiiK* time, might inspire some doubt 
as to the justice of that obloquy, to which the historian seems disposed 
to consign the memory of this prince, and his consort. 

In the mean time, his ally the prince of Mekreit, or Merkeit, on some' 
disgust, separated from the Nayman, and retired among the tribes of 
Keptchauk ; and Jengueiz, apprized of the sudden and unexpected 
aecession to jiower of Koushluk, hastened to adopt those measures 
whichmightmosteffcctuallybring ittoa termination. Jubbah,or Hub- 
baliNuyanJ with several tomauos, was immediately directed to march 
westward, in order to disconcert the designs of the successful fugitive. 
Koushluk wasatthisperiod employed in the territory of Kashgh&r; which 
he however aliandongd, the moment he found that the Moghfll general 
was arrived on the frontier. Hubbah Nfiyan was accordingly suffered 

I 

* SuiU to be in tbe bame de^sroe with Kabli^liar, 44 uortk 
4 In 42 decrees of uortb Jutitude. 

J Tbis^ name is pointed Julbab* throughout the inunuscript ; hut as it i* in ni 9 st Eufq» 
peaw writers laid down as Huhhuli, we shall abide by the latter. 
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to talcepossesEioii of Kashgfa&r* without tlie slightest resistance ; and 
he eaused it to be immediately proclaimed through the streets, and 
market-places, that every person should quietly adhere to the religion 
of his forefathers, without presuming to molest or interfere with that 
of his neighbours ; but that the followers of Koushluk were to be put 
to death wherever they were to be found* The Mahommedans were 
thus relieved from the persecution of their odious oppressors ; and a 
division of the MoghAl troops proceedingin pursuitof Koushluk, cut to 
pieces every living being, of the Nayman nation, that felt in their way- 
The prince escaped, however, into the mountainous region of Badukh- 
sbaun: betaking himself, in the peiplexity of his fears, to the deep glen, 
or pass, of Saureg-koul, to which there w'as, unfortunately for him, no 
opposite egress. Some hunters who frequented these mountains in 
pursuit of game, were easily engaged by the Moghiils, on a promise 
that the lives of the captives should be spaied, to seize and deliver up 
toth€m,theNaymans who wereflying from their vengeance. Koushluk,. 
and his remaining followers were accordingly surrounded by the hunters, 
and soon afterwards taken and consigned to the mercy of their pur- 
suers ; by whom the head of the Nayman prince was instantly struck off, 
and conveyed to their general. 

Subsequent to thei-c events, according to our author, Jnjy,f or 
TehiUchy, or Tushy Khaim, as he is frequently dcnoinijiated, the 
eldest of the sons of Jenguciz, w'as employed in Keptchek, or Kep- 
tchauk, to extinguish the last surviving spark of Tartar hiclependence, 
in the prince of Mekreit, Tukoina, or Yukeina, orTufikaun, (such is 
llie uricertaliLty of the manuscript) the successor of Ton kta Beggy, 
wlio had retreated into that country, on his separation from the prince 
©f the Naymans ; and there his career, together with the destiny of his 
nation, was early decided, by the exertions of tlie Moghul prince, who 
then returned to join his father. 

* In llu* "Uth degree of latitude, and 2iid of longitude, east of Greenwich. M. Sharven- 
fcldt, muster of I lie ceremonies to the king of Sweden, being at Paris in 1{>91, a&sured Mr. 
Petis de la Crois, that he had read in the ancient aimaU of Sweden, that the Ssvedes tooit 
tfceir original from Kashghur. Vide history of Genghizcao Uie great, p. 11G, in tlie notes*. 

+ Bom wtirn his father u-as in the fifteenth year of his age : Uw naatc signifies, 
arrived. Vide De luCroiz's history of Gcnghizcan. 
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A. H. eii-i5. Being at leisure' from his conquests, and having amply satiated his 
A. P. vcngcanceon his enemies, in theeastern and northern part of the Aaiatic 

Habeib^us. continent, Jengueiz now finally resolved on his expedition against the 
dominions of Sfiltan Mahommed of Khaurezm; from whom, in the 
murder of the defenceless merchants, and subsequently of hisembassa* 
dors, atOtraur,a8 formerly described, he had received the most wanton^ 
and atrocious provocation. Before we conduct him, however, on 
his memorable and sanguinary career, it may be useful to insert, from 
de la Croix’s history, a sketch of the state of Asia, at the period of this 
fearful irruption. 

“The Indians,” adverting to the nations of Hindiistaun, “werego- 
“ v'erned by many kings, the most powerful of whom was the king of 
“ the Patans {at Dehly). The southern Chinn, which was called 
“ INIangi, had its particular monarch ; and the northern, that is to say 
“ Cathay, was under the Moguls, as were also both the Tartanji, the 
“ east and north, with agreat part of the west, and oiTnrqnestan. The 
“ Sultan Mehemed possessed also several parts of Tnrqmstaun, and 
“ all Transoxiana ; besides which he was master of the best part of 
“ the empire oi Persia, called by the Persians /ran ; and all the Coras~ 
“ sane, all the frontiersof India, the country of the yiedes, which was 
Cd\\e6 Azerbijanu, and "the Persian Hircania, otherwise called Irac 
“ Aqemi, were dependent upon him. The ancient Persia called Pars, 
“of which Schiraz was the capital, and several other provinces, lived 
“ undet his government. In a word, the sovereigns of the ancient em- 
“ pires of Persia, and the yiedes and Parthians, were almost all become 
“subject to him, and paid him tribute. 

“ Georgia and the countriesadjacent hadtheir own particular princes 
“ who were independent. As for the great Armenia, its king paid tri- 
“ bute to the king of Carizme. The Califf Nasser reigned in Bagdad^ 
“ over Chaldea, otherwise called Irac Arahy, over a part nlMesopo^ 
“ tamia, the three Arahias, and some other countries of Persia. The 
“ Atabequite princes of yiousel, improperly called Ninivch, the dcs- 
** cendants of the great Nourtddin prince of Syria, possessed almos( 
“ all the rest of Mesopotamia ; but the civil wars caused by the mino> 
rjiy of Nassereddin and by ambition held these princes in arms one 
“ against another. At this time the successors of Saladin were alsqt 



very powerful, one part of Syria had submitted to them, and Egypt A. If. et&. 
** acknowledged them for sovereigns. A. D. 1218 * 

“ The Sultans of Iconia of the third branch, of the Seljukides, go- ****** 

** verned in Asia minor, or Anatolia, which the orientals ball Bilad- C”*** 

** erroum, that is the country of the new Romans ; Azzeddin Keieaous 
reigned there. The sceptre of the empire of Constantinople, which 
as yet bore sway in some parts of Asia, was at this time in the hands 
ofthe French, who had made themselves masters of it, A. D. 1203. 

“ Heg. 601. 

“ T he C hristian affairs in Palestine were at tliis time in a very ill posture-; 

“ they had lost the city and kingdom of Jerusalem, which, with many 
“others, were taken from them by Saladin A. D. 1187 — Heg, 583<. 

“ and there remained intheir hands but some few places, as the city of 
Acre or Ptolcmais which Philip Augustus king of France, aided by 
“ Richard king of England had conquered, according to the accountof 
“ William oiPt/re, in 1 191 or 1 192. As also the c\ty oiTptus,Ctesarea, 

“ and Tripoli/ in Syria. This waspretty near the state of affairs in Asia 
“ at the time ofthe Moghuls irruption in 1-218 and 1219-- While Lewis 
“ the son of Philip Augustus, according to Calvisius, was employed 
against the Albigenses*’\ History of Genghizcan the great, p, p,. 

1o7. 


* Ilcnr^' Illd was king of.Eiiglaud. 
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CHAP. XI. 

A. H. 615-17. ^iOME time in the six hundred and fifteenth of the Htdjerah» his 
. ■ 12m 20. beingassem bled, and his preparations complete, Jengueiz set 

his countless myriads in motion westa^ard, for the territory on the 
banks of the Jeyhfin; by a route which, together with the period con> 
flumedin the march, the author has entirely omitted to determine. On 
his arrival, however, in the neighborhood of Oiraur,* on the banks of 
tbeSeyhhn,orJaxartes,in the forty-fourth degree of latitude, andabout 
the sixty third of longitude, he consigned the siege of that place to 
his second and third sons, Tcheghatay, and Ouktay ; and detaching 
-his eldest son, Jujy, towards Jund on the one hand, and Alak Niiyan, 
towards Finauket, and Khojend on the other, he proceeded himself, 
accompanied by his fourth and favorite son, Tuly Khaujah, by the 
orientals entitled, by way of eminence, Ulugh Nuyan—-/Aeg'reo/^i»<jr, 
on the way towards Bokhara. 

Appearing unexpectedly before the walls of Zarbouk, or Zarnuk, 
the inhabitants ventured to shut their gates against him, with the 
generous design of defending themselves, while they had arms in their 
hands ; but being dissuaded from their purpose, by the intervention 
and arguments of a Mahommedau chief in the service of Jengueiz, 
whose name was Daneshmund, they ultimately forbore hostilities, and 
wereadmittedtosoinespecies ofcapitulation by the Mogh&l conqueror. 
Their walls were however levelled with the ground, and their young men 
compelled to attend the army ; which now proceeded to Nur, a city 
between Samarkand and Bokhara, which submitted on similar terms. 
But, in this instance, the inhabitants were sternly admonished, for the 
futureylo confine themselves to less perilous, and humbler habits of 

* It is also obvious to remark, that the author has omitted to notice the action which 
took place on the march to the Seyhhn, between the KJiaurezmian Shitan.'and a division of 
the Moghhl arm} under JhjyKIiaun, as mentioned in the history of the kings of Kliaurena; 
tnUin which, according to de la Croix, Jengueiz coiumauded in person. 
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^ife^to4lie«m]^oymentsofhusbandry<ant} tfaecAM of their floehs aitd A. H; stf. 
iberds ; for that thehr dwellings and aW they contained, were to be im- A. D. 1220 . 
mediately resigned to spoliation. They: were not in a condition to Uab«ib-u»- 
■resist ; and all that belonged to them became, accordingly, the prey of 
<tfae Mogbdb. J engueiz now proceeded without obstacle to Bokhara ; 
in the neighborhood of which he is here said to have encamped, in the 
.early part Of the six hundred and fourteenth of the Hidjerah. In the 
summary prefixed to his reign by the author, he is however stated to 
have quitted Karakorum in the 61 ^th, and to have reached Bokhsira in 
the commencement of the 6 17th of the Hidjerah ; to this latter date 
' we shall take the liberty of adhering. 

This celebrated city, lying, according to de la Croix, in the fortieth 
degree of north latitude, and about a day's journey north-east of the 
Oxus, is alleged to derive its name from a similar word, signifying in 
the language of the Magians, or ancient Persians, the mart, or empo- 
rium of the sciences ; and it is, indeed, at the period under consider- 
ation, described to have been the resort of science, learning, and ge- 
nius, from every quarterofthcoriental world. But, whatever its splendor 
and renown, it was now destined, like the gem in his signet, to be on 
all sides enclosed by the countless host of Jengueiz. Nevertheless, 
on the very first night of its investiture, the Khaurezmian garrison, to 
the number of twenty or- thirty thousand, under three of their gesperals, 
attempted to surprise the camp of the Moghuls. But as the guards 
of the besiegers, like the unslumbering fortune of their sovereign, were 
ever on the watch, the design was frustrated, and the greater ])artof 
those employed to carry it into execution, cut to jiieces. The ensu- 
ing day, div«sting themselves of all idea of further resistance, the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of Bokhara tlirew open the gates, and in all their 
classes, proceeded to implore the mercy of Jengueiz. 

Immediately mounting his horse, the Moghul monarch now entered 
the devoted city ; and approaching the principal mosque, struck with 
its splendid appearance, demanded, if thiit was the palace of the Multan. 

Being answered in the negative, and that it was,, on the contrary, an 
edifice consecrated to the worship of the supreme God, he introduced 
himself, nevertheless, mounted as he was, into the interior of the build- 
ing; and proceeded without checking the reins of his bridle, untilbe 
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X.'fl. «i^. essne'to'lhe mcksurah, or more sacred partt: Here he dffimountedy'aii^ 
A. B. raae. ascendingtbe steps of the member, or pulpit, there seated himself with 
■il«beib.iu- tiie utmost unconcern, cooly giving orders to bis soldiers. The moat 
essential of these was, since the adjacent plains were entirely destitute 
of forage of every description, that they were not faoVosea moment to 
secure provender for their horses. The Mogfahls proceeded, accord- 
ingly, to throw open the doors of tlie magazines and granaries. 
They scattered alspoad the saered sections of the Kor&n, from the cof- 
fers in which they were deposited, and applied them, instead of straw, 
'as litter for their horses ; and after this, they compelled the venerable 
Sheikhs, and doctors of the law of Mahommed, to liold their chargers 
by the bridle, ^yhile they proceeded tocirculate the goblet, and to divert 
themselves with the l>arbarous strains of their Moghhl music. 

In the mean time, Jengueiz repaired at his leisure to the Eidgah, (tl>c 
edifice generally erected without tiie walls of the town for the cele- 
l)ration of the principal festivals) where he had directed, the whole 
population of Bokhara to be assembled to receive Ids commands. As- 
cending thetrihunal, lie first tuidressed himself in prayer to the most 
high ; aftei’ which, having expressed himself iui terms of severe re- 
proach against the Sultan of Khaurezm, he thus concluded. “Men 
“ of Bokhara ! you have been guilty of enormous crimes ; hence the 


C« 


of Ciod, of whose vengeance I am the instrument, hath employ- 
me against you. Of all the iwoperty of this city that is visible. 


** it would lie Heedless to require an account. That which 1 demand 


“ is the unreserved, and immediate surrender ofall that lies concealed." 


The opulent inhabitants hastened, in consequence, to place at tUe dis- 
cretion of their conquerors, the wboLeof their treasures,. and efiects of 
every denomination ; which were taken possession of without abate- 
' ment, and yet without the application of the torture in any instance 
to force a discovery. But, an order having been early issued by Jen- 
guciz, that the adherents of the king of Khaurezm should be entirely 
expelled the city ; and it being unluippiiy discovered that many per- 
sons of this description had found protection with the inhabitants, the 
indignation of the vindictive monarch was awakened, and he directed 
the town to be immediately set on fire. Thus, the buildings being in 
general cased or covered with wood,, in the gouiae of a single day, ti}ia 



jioble and celebrated city was consumed to ashes; nothing indeed es^* 
oaping the conflagration, but the cathedral, ^or principal mosque, and 
jsuch of the public edifices as were constructed of burnt brick. The 
warlike youth of the town were then commanded to attack the citadel, 
whtchstill heldoutfortheKhaurezmian ; and thisbeingalsoafteraconsi- 
derable resistance, ultimately reduced, every individual who had borne 
arms in its defence, was put to the sword, and tire women and children 
condemned to slavery. The castle was levelled with the ground ; and 
it is said that one of the inhabitants,, who had escaped into Khorassaun, 
being desired to describe the events of which he had been witness, 
replied in these words : “ T.'hey came — they erfodiated — they hound 
“ — they massacred — and they consumed Than which five words, 
concludes the author, tlie Persian language does not furnish terms to 
delineate more briefly, or accurately, the fate of llokhara, on its con- 
quest by the Moghflls. The same, or similar words, have been, how- 
ever, by othersapplied to the subsequent rapid and exterminatingcourse 
of these fierce invaders, through the provinces of the Persian empire; 
to which the destruction of Bokhara was but the melancholy, audfearful 
prelude. 

Recurring to the operations of Tcheghatay and Ougtay, who had 
btoii charged with the reduction of Otraur, the narrative proceeds to 
relate, that those princes no sooner appeared in his vicinitygphan 
Ghaeir Khaun, the governor, with not less than sixty thousand horse 
under his orders, conceived it prudent to confide his safety to the 
strength of his fortifications ; rather than to the hazard of an open 
conflict in the field of battle. He provided, however, with activity and 
vigilance for the defence of the place. At the expiration of five 
months, the situation of the besieged, notwithstanding every precau- 
tion, verged on extremity ; and at such a crisis, they were abandoned 
by Karautchah Haujeb, (Cariacas of De la Croix) one of the Khaur- 
ezmian generals, who had been expressly appointed by his sovereign to 
provide for the support of Ghkeir Khaun ; but who now entered into 
a correspondence with the Moghuls, and one night quitted the city 
by the gate of the Sufikhaunah, (the convent of the mystics perhaps) 
which he had probably betrayed to the besiegers. Be this as it may, 
the Moghhls poured into the town on the istame night ; Ghheir Khaun 
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Mrith twenty tfaousand of his hraseBt tioofw retiring is^ die oitad^^ 
Next day, having loaded him with deserved reproach fof. hiabase ingca* 
titude to his king, the Shahzhdahs pnt tfaetraitor Karautchah to death ; 
and driving the whole populati<m of Otcamr to the adjoining plain« 
there Initchered them without mercy. 

They now commenced their attack upon the citadel, whicfa was ably 
and gallantly defended by the governor ; who employed his unmerous^ 
garrison, in bold and frequent sallies to disturb, and retard the opera- 
tions of the Mc^huls, until the greater part had perished sword in 
hand, in the honorable discharge of their duty » The siege had been ia 
this manner protracted for the space of a month, not without material 
loss to the besiegers, when the latter at Inst succeeded in penetrating 
into the castle; the warlike associates of Ghaeir Khaun being reduced 
to two persons only. With these, however, taking post on the terrace 
of one of the dwelling houses, he continued to defend himself, and keep' 
the enemy at a distance with bricks and. stones, until he saw his two. 
faithful companions lifeless by his side. The Moghiils had been cau- 
tioned, at all hazards, to take the obnoxious governor alive ; lienee 
they forbore to assail him with their darts or arrows. But they at last 
accomplished their object by meredint of numbers, and they seized and 
effectually secured his person, as they had been directed to do. The 
cita#! was immediately rased to the ground ; and the surviving inhabi- 
tants, with the exception of the mechanics and artificers, who were- 
reserved for transportation to the MogliCil territory, were ail put to. 
death, Tcheghatay and Ougtay then proceeded across the Seyhfi'n, 
to rejoin their father’seamp, which they found in the vicinity of Samar- 
kand. The governor of Otraur' suffered the death to which he had been: 
longdestined, rathe KoukiSerrhl, a country palacenotfarfrom.thatcity. 

it has been already obsen’ed, that on tlie arrival of the Mogbfilarmi^ 
on the Seyhfin^ Jfijy X'hauu was detaehed in the direction of Jfind, ok 
Jond a city on the borders of Tflrkestnwn, at a shett distance frona 
'that river. In bis ruurte towards that place, his inarch appears4o-have 
ledhim tfarongh the neigbbarhoodofSughaBukiOrSaganac^to^isswrade 

' ^Oe la'Crou, on the sutbon^ of the Konzut-m-suiSS, repocb “ibat it was out of this 
and some others in the same countiy, timt twenty Scythfon emb^adDrs webt to aidit 
JUmoudUi^^iSproaehi^ Utavnib b<s'anflMtab:dia^’’- . ^ - 



the in^Ka^itants which from unavailing hostilities* dispatched a A. H. eiT. 
merchant of ISokh&ra* now in the employment of Jengueiz* of the.namer 
of Husstin HSijy . 'This person had, however, scarcely entered, the town, Habcib-u*- 
ahd before be bat} well explained the object of his mission, when ho 
was assailed by the licentious and nxisguided multitude, and, to the cry 
of the tekbeir, immediately put to death. An act of such daring and 
unwarrantable violence naturally excited in the Moghhl prince the ut» 
most indignation ; and he hastened, with the fury of an angry lion, to 
avenge the outrage, calling upon his soldiers not to relax in their exer* 
tions, until they were masters of the place. The Mt^hAls exerted 
themselves with more than ordinary zeal. In two days the wretched 
city was subverted to the very foundations, and everj' living creature 
put to the sword. Having consigned the ruins of Sughnauk to the 
son of Hussun Hajy, the inarch of Jiijy was next directed to Ouzkund, 

(situated in the latitude of forty four) which capitulated without resist* 
ance ; and tliencc, retrograde as it w'ould appear, to Asaush, Ashausb, 
or Taushkent ; the inhabitants of which, making a determined and 
gallant defence, were for the greater part cut to pieces. 

These sanguinary executions being described to Kutliig Khaun, the 
governor of Jdnd, with circumstances of aggravated horror, appear to 
havedeprived himof thatfirmness, with which it was necessary to brave 
the approachingstorm, with any prospect of success; and he prudelllly 
withdrew into Khaurezm. On this, an oilicer of the nameofTciiein- 
temur (Gitmnrof de'Ia-Croix) was deputed on the part of the Mt^hul 
prince, to confer with the Jundians ; but, perceiving among the-peo> 
pic, indications which menaced his life, the agent by some seasonable 
piece of address, contrived to chide the design, and returned without 
delay toliis general. On the fourth day of Suflur of tlie six hundredand 
seven tetmth* of the Hidjerah, Jiijy presented himself, before the town; 
of which the inhabitants, after se(;uringthegates,aresajd,like unconcern* 
edspect^tofs, to have taken their seats on the ramparts ; and, as if they had 
been fastened to. their posts by the operation of enchantment, to have 
looked quietly ow, while the Mogluils laid their bridges across tlie ditch 
fix:ed their ladders to the walls, and scaled the parapets ami descend* 
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lestation. to open thci;ates totheir feUdw'kohiiers frooi/wi^put^ This 
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Hab?h»:u^ ^fone, the population w-as as usual clrireUf like caU|Q’/of t1^. slaughter," 
to the kdjoraing plain ; ahd their property sweptOjff by a geheyaVpill^ge. 
But, aS they had forborne all shew of resistance^ the lives pf the inh'a- ‘ 
bitants Were in this instance spared, with the exception of two or three 
unfortunate miscreants, who had spoken with insolence tp Tcheiute- 
mflr. The government of Jhnd was conferred on Khaujah Ally Ghe- 
jeridw'auny ; after which, Jhjy also proceeded to rejoin his father. 

The reduction of Finuuket, (or as it is sometimes called Tunkaut) 
ahd Khojend, had been allotted to Alak, or Elak Nuyan. Of the for- 
mer city, which is said to lie in the forty third degree of latitude,* 
dependent on Alshaush, thegarrison was, fertile greater part, composed 
of Kankuly Tartars ; who, with their governor Eyleriku Melck, retired 
within their w’orks, immediately on theapproach of the Mogliiil general. 
They w'ere shortly afterwards invested by the enemy, and, for throe 
days, manfully exerted themselves in the defence of the place ; but, at 
the expiration of that short period, reipiesting to capitulate, they eva- 
cuated the town on the fourth, and were on the spot immolated in their 
own blood. The operations of Elak Nuyan were next employed against 
Khojend, a well known and respectable city on theSeyhhn, in 41-i?5 
of latitude, and within seven days journey of Samarkand, on the side 
of F^gliaunah. The place was, at this period, under the government 
ofTeymiir Mel6k ; than whom, the wide extent of the Khaurezmian 
monarches dominions did not then furnish an abler, or a braver prince. ' 
lie had, moreover, in his train one thousand warriors of established 
renown, each of whom might boast that he was inferior only to the ’ 
most distinguished heroes of Persian story. With these, he is ulti- 
mately said to have retired into the citadel, constructed in the middle 
ofthe stream; from which, with indefatigable activity, and to their in- 
finite loss and inconvenieifce, he continued for a long time to harass* 
and annoy his Moghfil assailants. After all, when reduced to the last 
extremity, he embarked the whole of his family and followers, in se- 
venty covered boats, on the Seyhfkn, or river of Khojend ; each of which 
ril deieribed by the orientals as a most delightful place of residence, dec de la Crois’a 
history. 



been.^reviotely overlaid, in order to protect them against the darts A.' H. «ilC 
and fire works of the enemy, witb a composition of clay and vinegar. A. D. 1220. 
fie statioiied himself in one of the last of the vessels, and committed the Hab^lMis* 
wliole, withthefleetnessofthemorningbreeze, to glide along the stream. * 

,As soqn as his departure became kndy^n to the Moghdls, they pur« 
sued, with equal perseverance and activity, along the banks of. ^heri.ver^ 
from which they {Perpetually' assailed him with darts, and every|species of 
niissiW;^ while he repelled, with the skillofan archer who never missed 
his aim. Until, either designedly or by accident, his little armament 
took the ground, at a particular spot, probably on the left bank of the 
river. IJere he disembarked, and continued his retreat by land ; occa- 
sionally hatting to make head against his pursuers, while his family 
and baggage, made the best of their way to a place of safety. At last, 
the whole of his escort having perished, and his family secured be- 
yond the reach of the enemy, he found himself entirely alone ; with 
not more than three arrows in his quiver, one of which was without 
a head. In this forlorn aiul hopeless situation he rode on-, though- 
very closely pursued by three Moghul troopers ; when, observing the. 
pertinacity with which they secim d to press upon him, he made a, short 
mm round, aud lodged his headless arrow iu the eye of one of his pur-. 

rs. The others drew ofl'upon this, and snflered him to continue his- 
CLtreatwithoutfurlher molestation into Ivliaurezra ; where he lUtima^ly 
arrived in safety. 

From Khaurezm, at a subse'quent period, Tcymiir Mclek retired' 
into Persian Irak, and ultimaUdy into Syria; where he coutiiuied until 
til e.so dreadl’iil calamities had exhausted their violence. Impelled by 
the desire of revisiting tluj land of his birth, be then. rclur«cd to the 
neighboring province of Fergliaunah ; from -whcBce, at a proper oppor- 
tunity bo conveyed himself to Khojend.. Ilc-re, he learnt on inquiry 
that, having accompanied tlu' person of BautCi, the souofJujy Khaun, 
in liis progress through that country, his son Inid been put in posses- 
sion of liis property. \Vith this son he sought, and obtained as inter- 
view ; at which he demanded u liether, if fortune rcstoreil his hmg lost, 
parent, he thought he should recognize h.im. The son replied, that, 
at the period of their sei>aratiou, lie was ljut an infant at the breast of 
his uili'se ; but', that there still existed in’the place an individual, iu the 
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humble condition of 0 slave, to whom Uis. features might ^et be 
Bar.* ' Tiiis slave w'as*accordingly sent for, and be withcmf tjesitatipn 
abttiicm'led^ed tiie identity of his io,riher' lord. The cirpumsmbce 
his re>a|)t}eairanl:e‘t0bh dil^culatiligthrough.Thrk'estauQtTeymilkrllll^l^^, 
in the'hope that lie mi^ht 1>e p^mitted to particip^ in the liberality 
of that Inagnaniinous inoi:iiafci'i,'‘4^)o‘had by this time succeeded tp the 
throiie' of J^engaeiZt'cohceiyeld'thedesignof pfoceedidg immediately to 
lihe presence of Ougtay' K^h. On his jpuraey, it wa^ lijs ^misfortune 
to meet * with 'K!edkaun ’Odhlah, one of the numerous bfifsbobte of the 
imperial family, by '\Vhom he was directed to be immediately manacled | 
and who in that state proceeded to question him, as to the various con> 
flicts in which he had been engaged. The brave old chief had accord- 
ingly commenced the recital of his exploits, when,, accident, or his 
evil genius, ushered to the spot the very Moghul in whose eye he 
had lodged the headless lurow, on his retreat from Khojend ; and, as 
Ae ^so proceeded to interrogate him on the same subject, with a 
freedom, or insolence, to which he was little disposed to submit, 
TeymAr M^lek was nottobe restrainedhromreplyingwithcqiialbaugh- 
tiness and asperity ; which awakening the displeasure of Kedkaun 
Oghlan beyond all moderation, that prince discharged an arrow 
with such force through the body of the unfortunate Khaurezmian, 
that he instantly breathed his last. The siege of Khojend, and the ad- 
venturousretreatof this gallant chieftain, have been given morcin detail 
by the elder De-la-croix, in his history of Genghizean ; but we have 
conceived it sufficient to adhere to the above brief narrative, derived 
from the original statement of Khondemeir, the author of the work now 
before us. It remains to add, that having completed the reduction of 
Khojend, Elak NAyan like the other generals, proceeded towards Sa- 
markand; in the neighborhood of which, Jengueiz had been, now tor 
some time, encamped with the main body of his armies. 

* The city of Samarkand, which Jengueiz was at this period proceeding * 
to reduce, is said, by De la Croix, according tp the determination of 
UIdgh Beg, to lie in the fortieth degree of north latitude, in the anci- 
ent Sogdiana ; both the territory by which it is surrounded, equally 
celebrated for its fertility and amenity, and the river which passes un- 
der its walls on the north side, being known to this day, by the name 



of SogHd. Duriog ,tUc-virmtcr,4n whicU lie roiioljire.4 oh these- 
pai'atioQ^d disporsionof bi6iorce,.Si^.Uan Mahomiped hadlefjtjHPtwithr 
standing, for the dafepce of tliis polde city, « body of one hopdred and 
ten thousand men ; and the .multitude -of its pppulatioa is moreover 
dcscribied to have been suqh as to surpass <the powers of calculation. 
But, in orde;r to enable them tbfe more vigorously to resist the fonnir 
dable attach with whichtheyw^e iQeaaced,thomultitudinoas garrison, 
assisted by the in^bitants, added tothe.rydmary defences of tbctowa 
by a line of breaetworks apd intrepc.hmepts, .if not an entire rampart, 
with which they surreundud U at dififereot points ; aud-the ditch being 
made to communicate at the eTctremities with the river, it could of 
course be at all times filled W’itb water. A consideration of these cir* 
cumstances is said to have operated with Jengueiz, to employ himself 
and the princes bis sous, in the previous reduction of Bokhara, and of 
the other cities of Transoxiana, and Turkestaun. But when his mind 
had been set at rest by the accomplishment of these minor .undertak" 
iugs, he no longer delayed the execution of hisdesign against Samarkand.; 
before which he appeared, in tremendous force, in the latter part of 
Zilhudje*ofthesix'hundredand seventeenth of the Hidjerah, fixing 
his head quarters in the Kouk, or Gougserrai, the country palace in the 
neighborhood ofthat city, already mentioned; where he was successively 
joined by the princes and his other generals, on the termination of the 
services on which they bad been severally employed. 

Having enjoyed a short , and unmolested repose of two diiys, Jengueiz 
was suddenly, and resolutely assailed in his quarters on the third, by 
the Khaurezmian generals ; who succeeded in cutting to pieces a great 
number of the Moghul troops, and retired in triumph iato the town, 
with a multitude of prisoners. But, on the fourth day, Jengueiz at 
the head of bis whole army, attacked the place on all sides, with such 
irresistible impetuosity, that the garrison no longer thought it safe to 
• trust themselves without the gates. On the fifth night, a difference 
of opinion arose among the besieged: part evincing a disposition to ca- 
pitulate, while the other, faithful to its engagements with the king of 
Khaurezm> persevered in a determination to resist to the last extremity. 

* February, A. D. 1221. 
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IL* H. IfeH. ' At'thedawB^t!ieensuingday,hoiwever,theKauiy, Wi'ththe^haikli^ 
A. D. laai. ui.issiaum, or patriarch of the believere, at the head of a of the 
Habeib-ua- nobles^ came out of the town ; and being conducted to' the prelihnce 
“y* of Jengueiz, implored his mercy for themselves and fellow citizens. 
The Mqghdl monarch, assured them, as far as their own persons werq 
concerned, of perfect safety from theeflfectsof htsimpendingvengea.hce, 
and pernutted them- to return into the cfity ; of which, without fuifdiec 
eecurity,they immediately direw open one of -the gates* called the gate 
of the Xomauzghh — place of prayer, or hiosquc.- The 'besie^ere in- 
stantly poured into the town ; and having het apart the Kauzy and 
Shaikh-ul-isslaum, and fifty thousand of their friends and dependants, 
and driven the remaining population accordingtb custom, to the ptain.s 
without the gates, betook themselves to the nsualscenes of pillage and 
outrage. On the day following, they proceeded to attack the citadel ; 
ofwhich the governor, Alep K haun, perceix-ingnootlier prospectofrelic f, 
with one thousand of the bravest of the garrison, with minds prepared 
for death, nobly cut his way through the ranks of the assailants ; and^ 
on the borders of Pcmian Irak, ultimately ioined his master, with tlie 
appalling intelligence of the lost state ot'Transoxiuna. .Tengiiciz be- 
came master of the citadel, on the same day on which Alep Khaun 
succeeded in effecting his escape fivm it. Nearly thirty thousand 
of the Khaurezmian garrison with their officers, were put to the sword ; 
thirty thousandof the citizens, ami manufacturers, or incn;hanics, w<erc 
selected by the-conqueror, and divided between his sons and relatives, 
for the purpose of conveying the arts of peace and luxurj' among the 
uncivilized tribes of Tartary; and, taking from the most opulentofthc 
surviving inhabitants, a contribution of two hundred thousand dinaurs, 
as a ransom for tlreir lives, he appears to have been satisfied without 
exposing tliem to tiirthct molestation. 

While lie was preparing for the siege orStnnafknnd, intelligence \vaa 
conveyed to Jengueizr that Sultan MaliomhieU, with a splendid'Cscort, 
and amind op^wessed with alatm, was flymgthfofugh Khorassauirtowar^dS 
Irak Aiem ; in consequence ofwhich Jwbbab, or WiAbahl^uystni So- 
weydai Babauder, aiuV Toukteher, oplVauqwet, aBoll«?tMog^h?!rl"Chlet; 
with thirty thousand horse,, or three tqmauos, were immediately dis- 
patched in pursuit of the fugitive monarch." The« instructions were 



to prosecute tbeir march ^^ith the utmost celerity', and without aHow* A. H. 
iog themselves the .smallest respite, until the inveterate foe of their A. D. 1221 . 
sovereign was lU their hands ;-iu the eveot, however, that they' should H«i>eil>us- 
fincJ themselves overmatched by superior force, they were to avaitthem- 
selves of some advantageous positioa, aiid to transmit an'immedtcCte * 
report of their danger. In conformity with these instructions, the three 
Aloghul captains drew off towards Khprassaun, and separately crossed- 
the Amiyah, or Oxiis, about tjre.end ofthe latter Rebbeia of the six 
hundred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah ;♦ the two former generals, 
with their divisions, proceeding towards Herat. Being met by an agent 
with assurances of submission from Amein Melek, the prinqe or gover- 
nor of that city, these two appear to have passed on, without molesting the 
place; but Touktehor, the other commander, taking the same direction, 
and comingbefore Herat, afterhiscollegueshad left it, obstinately closed 
his cars against every thing that the prince could allege in proof of his 
recent accommodation, and immediately commenced hostilities for the 
reduction of the town. Being however killed by an arrow, this noble 

<*ity escaped fertile present, the Moghuls hasteningon thedcath of their 
leader, after Jubbah and Soweydai ; whom they overtook in the neigh- 
borhood of Zavvah, a city then of moderate size, said to lie in the thirty * 
sixth degrccof latitude, between Herat, and Ne^’^shapur. TbeMoghul 
generals had required from the inhabitants a supply of forage and pro- 
visions, and had been peremptorily refused. But, as they were in haste 
to prosecute the object oftheir march, they were defiling from the neigh- 
borhood, without resenting this hostile spirit on the part of the town; 
when the silly inhabitants proceeding from their walls to insult them, 
with expressions of obscene and abusive ribaldry, the indignation of 
the two chiefs was roused, and they determined to chastise the insult. 

They instantly countermarched, and invested the town ; and having 
made thcmselve masters of it in the course of three days, they mas- 
*sacrcd the wdiole of the inhabitants ; and, that a vestige might not 
remain to indicate that the spot had ever been the residence of a.hu- 
man being, they broke up, and consumed to, ashes every article that 
they could find either in, or belonging to this ill-fated town. 


* Beginning of July 1220. 
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A/H. 818. AibrtbissjeT8fC' example of VMigeaiie«, tlhey pi^eeAed 

A. placed by Be la Croif itt the Mune latitude with TAsse, that of 

UabolHiil^ tbirtyaevea aortb ; the iMtev cSty being b«we^ei‘eoasidet(d>ly tb the north 
east. Neyshap^rappetfs for the present tob&veescaped the etuelties' 
f>f these barbarians^; Jobbah NAysn there separating from hiS colleguct 
apd directing his inarch for Malandemnn bytherouteof Jowein; while 
Sowey^i took that of TAsse^ wbere^on his arrival, he madb a dteadful 
slaughter of the inhabitants. From tlience he proceeded into R;au« 
degan,. which fee the delight he' experienced in ks beautiful' rural 
scenery^ ks meads and meandering streams, he was induced to- spare. 
But, for this temporary departure from the ordinar}' courseof desolation, 
he made himself ample amends by the atrocities in which he indulged,, 
soon afterwards, at Jen Asbaun and EsfrAein, and latterly at DAmaghauii ; 
on the Uoeatioiis auddisosderly multitude of which towns, he inflicted 
the direst calamities. Having marked his course through Ma/an> 
deraiin with the same desolating ravages, and left a part of his division 
to besiege one of the castles of that country, in which the family of 
Sultan Mahonimed had; taken refuge, Jubbah Nnyan drew off to the 
left into the territory of llAi, or Rey, (the Rages of scripture) situated 
rn thirty five degrees thirty fiv'e minutes of north latitude, four days 
journey from Neyshapur ; being joined shortly afterwards, in the-samc 
territory, by bis collegue Soweydak 
At this period, the unhappy city was rent asunder by the inveterate 
animosities prevailing between the two sects of Shaflai and Haneifah; 
who persecuted' each other with- mortal and unrelenting hostility. 
Hence, e«i the approach, of the Moghuls, the<Shairaites hastened* to-joim 
them, uiging the general's to destroy one half oftheir native Git)',because- 
that half was occupied the rival sect. The town was accordingly, 

no sooner » possession of the invaders, than the wretched llaneifitcs- 
■were immediately butchered without mercy. The opposite sect were n 
not, however, sufleredto eAjoy their, triumph for many days; for the - 
two geBCTais,iKA unjustly, reasdni&g that little faith was to-be reposed! 
ii] a-desciiipiaofl- of moa who could devote their fellow cifiaens to the 
slaughter,, with: such unsparing maUgnky, krithoUt lUikfH'ebreilfony,.' 
dispatched them to the- same bou^e with t^eir detested rivals. 

SoweydAi now proceeded northward to K%zvein, situated in thirty 
seveu north, between Rai and Ebher ; Jubbah moving, westward, in- 
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(he direiftioil of Hamadaun. On hie arrival at Komm, said to lie in A. H. eis. 
thirty four degrees forty five minutes north, about midway between 
Kazvein ahd Isfahaun, the tatter general, still at the wicked miggeation Ui^l**'**^ 
«f rival sectaries, here described to be S^unihg^ caused the whole po* 
pulation of the place to be put to the sword. -He consented, however, 
on his arrival in the neighborhood of Hamadaun, to some species of 
accommodation, with Mejid-ud>dein the son of Allk>ud-doulah, of the 
race of Ally. But, directing his course towards Gonsroud, and Khor- 
remabad, he converted the former into a heap of smoking ruins, and 
the latter, from the mansion of delight, into the abode of melancholy 
and woe; enclosing the inhabitants of Nihavvend on the other side in 
the very webof pain and wretchedness, andexhibiting in every country 
-which he found abandoned by its legitimate protectors, and this he dis- 
covered at almost every step, the same dreadful lessons of slaughter 
and desolation. At Ka-zvein, Soweydai, on his part, was sufficiently 
active in extending the sweep of extermination ; having put to the 
sword not much less than fifty thousand of the unresisting inhabitants. 

After which, these tw'o wandering and unrestrained hyosnas again re- 
united, to pass the winter of the six hundred and eighteenth of the 
Hidjerah, on the boundaries of R^i. 

Early in the spring, they proceeded in concert to invade the province 
of Azcrbayjann ; exhibiting theordinary scenes of pillage andmassacre, 
at Zenjaun, Ardcbeil, and Soraut ; aadfrom this latter place they has- 
tened in full career to Tebreiz, the destruction of which was, however, 
for thepresent averted byamagnificenttansom forwarded to the Moghul 
generals by Atabek Ouzbek the governor; who conceived it prudent, 
perhaps on any terms, to purchase their forbearance. Part of the fol- 
lowing winter, tliatofsi.x hundred and nineteen,* they passed in can- 
tonments, or quarters, at Moghan, on the banks of the Kurr and Oras . 

^ but, before the season was expired, they crossed into Gurgestaun, or 
Georgia, where they committed deplorable havoc among the natives. 

In the course of the same year, they signalized their barbarous- rage at 
Meraughd, llamdan, and Khoui, Selmauss, Nakhtchfiaun, Beylekaun, 
and Shamaukliy, all’in the neighborhood of the rivers just alluded to ; 
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Mi If. M0. their itirdads it the 8Mie^thne,n fares they liiad aeopfMM*^ 

toeity, intothe^emtdry df Shirvaniut , 

Moghcki captains hegan at^last to direct theit vieera to the plan, 
which they had probably loirg since had m coDtemp4ation» of pene« 
tratiBg to their native cbunOry, through the Shirs'aiiian Derbund. Be* 
however, entire strangers to the road they proceeded to remove 
the difficulty by the following expedient. Ayi intelligent agent was 
dispatched on their part to the princeof Shirvaun, who hadshut himself 
up in one of the impregnable strong-holds of the country, to assure him 
that they harboured no designs hostile to his government; and to pro- 
pose that he should send to their camp some respectable person, with 
whom they might come to an explanation of the past, and to. a solemn 
eng;igement for the future. Rejoicing at a proposal, apparently so 
moderate and pacific, the princeof Shirvaun immediately deputed ten 
of his principal officers, to confer with the Moghuls. The moment 
4hey reached the camp of the invaders, the head of one of the deputies 
was struck ofF,andthe remainderappri zed, that if they honestly pointed 
out the road which led through the pass of Derbund, their lives would 
be sasfe ; otherwise, the fate of their associate inevitably awaited them. 
Intimidated by the prospect of immediate destruction, the men con- 
sented to become the guides of their betrayers ; w^hom they conducted 
accordingly, without further obstacle, to Derbund. Here again, the 
Moghuls having glutted themselves wdth blood and spoil, passed oti- 
wards on their march into Turkestaun ; leaving on their way, among 
the Alans, and in the territory of OrAs (of the Russians) the same fear- 
ful memorials that had marked their progress through Khorassaun and 
Irkk. They hadprobaMy by this time crossed the Volga, or Attel, and 
they availed themselves of the opportunity to transmit to Jengueiz, 
who was now returned to his hereditary dominions, a narrative of 
their proceedings. This has carried us far beyond the regular course^ 
of the history; and we shall now pause toremark in the words of our 
original, that from the above rapid|detail, may be formed some estimate 
of th# terror impressed by the irresistible might, and ktipetuosity of 
the Mc^fll armies ; say rather,' of*^be4ieight toT which the wrath df 
an avenging Gt>d had been excited against tlie nations of that period 
^f tifte ; the w^th of God alone could i|be ascribed, that of 



one hundred ^otentfttes of no'ignoble who then govc^ed in the 

fertile and populous regions of Khorassann and 'IrMc, with eoldiera uu- 
numberediinder their authority, and resources inexhaustible at will, 
>not one was inspired to make as much as a sihgle effort,, to combat 
and oppose the ferocious herd of barbarians, who thus desolated with 
impunity, and covered with blood andmassacre, a land which, in beau^ 
ty and improvement might, at least, be justly said to rival the boasted 
productions of Chinese painting, if it did not excite the envy of heaven 
itself. . 

When he had allowed himself a repose of some days, after the capture 
of Samarkand, Jengueiz detached his three eldest sons, Jujy, Tchegh- 
atay, and Ougtay, to reduce the province of IChaurezm. J6rjauniah, 
l)v the Tartars called Ourgunje, was the noblest of its cities, and, at the 
period under consideration, the metropolis of the Khaurezmian mon- 
archy. According to De-la-Croix, on the authority of Abfil Feda, it 
lav in the forty -second degree of north latitude, on the western side of 
the Oxus, and about six short days journey from the Caspian : and it 
was, according to our author, the assemblage of every thing that is 
excellent, whether in arts or arms, to a degree, beyond which it would 
be impossible for the imagination to forman idea. At the tremendous 
ciisis, which was now approaching, the government of this superb city 
had devolved to Kheinartokein, a near relative of the mother ofSillran 
Mahommed ; and the defence might have been expected to be in pro- 
portion to the vast, and important interests consigned to his charge. 

With an army, which like the awful visitations of heaven, is said to 
have far surpassed the ordinary measure of human calculation, the three- 
imperial princes, in conformity with their fatheijs instructions, entered 
Khaurezm. The advanced, or light troops, appeared in sight of the 
capital ; and they were proceeding to drive away the cattle from under 
the very walls, when the Khaurezinians, deceived by the apparent in- 
significance of their numbers, issued from the gates both horse and 
foot in formidable strength, and impetuously assailed the Aioghuls. 
The latter, in order to lead them the more effectually into thd snare, 
retired with all the appearances of alarm aind dismay ; occasion|illy , how- 
ever, makingastand against their unsuspectingpgrsuers, until they drew 
them to thte BaugU-e-k^^irem ; a pleasure garden about a farsi®g, « 
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A. leigttf, fiwn the saburbs, where themaii^ bo4ypfthe adveneedginwd 

A. P. laei. of their enemies, lay in ambuscade fqr their reception. The Khaur* 
fla1lieil>.|tt8- ozmtans were from every ^quarter immediately attacked with equal 
• *eyT. fujy and impetuosity They fled in their turn,, and were pursued with 
dreadful slaughter into their vary gates ; the MoghOls entering pell- 
mell with the fugitives into the streets of the town, without abandon- 
ing the pursuit until they reached the quarter called theTiinnoweraii, 
or quarter of the bakers ;* when, the sun then setting, they conceived 
St prudent to withdraw to their main body ; the loss ofthc Khaurcit- 
miaos, from sunrise to sunset on this fatal day« being>estitifatednotfai' 
short of one hundred thousand men. 

Two days subsequent to this event, the city was formally invested, 
on every side, by the whole of the Moghul army ; but, before tlicy 
commenced the operations of the siege, the three princes invited this, 
and the neighboring towns ofKhaurezm, to submit peaceably to the 
authority of Jengueiz. Such proposals were, however, not destined 

to produce the slightest efiect ; those to whom they w’crc addressed, 
proceeding by every method which they could devise, or put in prac- 
tice, to harass and annoy their besiegers ; who, on their part, employed 
their utmost activity and exertions, to counteract and repel the cflbrts 
of the besieged. Hostilities had thus continued with mutual destruc* 
tion,and the siege been protracted for a period of considerable duration, 
to the great injury of the city, which had been in many quarters ei- 
ther consumed or laid in ruins, by the stones, and pots of burning 
naphtha, discharged by the Moghuls from their warlike machines, 
when the design was conceived of cutting off, or diverting to another 
quarter, the branch, or canal of the Oxus, which supplied the town 
t^ith water. Three thousand men were accordingly set at work to 
execute the design, when it w'as discoveredby the Kl)aur««zinians, who 
hastened without delay, and in great force to attack the M'orkmen ; 
the whole of whom, after some resistance, they succeeded in cutting * 
to pieces. 

Anqpated by this parUal advantage, the Kbaurezmians exerted tbem- 
selVes ijrith redoubled vigor and activity in the defence of th^r capi- 

• It wa» |wobaWy In the a|tf>nrbs, for the MoghAls would scarcely have witfadtawB if they 
had oqi^ penetrated into the city. 
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tal{ tn^d a set!iOus iniftuii(Ierstao4ing, about tlie-aame time,' i^rising 
between the princes Jujy and Tcheghatay, a period of five months was 
consumed, before- the Mog-hfils had made any material advancement 
towards the reduction of the place. This want of harmony aniong 
the brothers was no sooner made known to Jengueiz, than he trans- 
mitted instructions that thp command of the siege should be imme- 
diately transferred to Ougtay ; and that the two elder brothers, with 
the whole of their sul>ordinate generals, should submit without reserve 
to the authority of that prince. The attention of Ougtay was first 
directed to bring aboutva reconciliation between his brothers ; and 
that point accomplished, and discipline and order restored, which had 
been recently weakened by a clashing of interests and authority, he 
hastened by a steady and W'cll concerted plan of operations, to urge his 
arduous undertaking to a conclusion. A most sanguinary and des- 
tructive contest immediately ensued ; and the Moghuls gradually 
working a passage through the fortifications, and successively beating 
the Khaurezmians from house to house, and from street to street, found 
themselves at last, after a most memorable and gallant resistance, in 
entire possession of the ruins of this great metropolis. The surviving 
inhabitants were then driven like cattle, according to custom, to the 
plain without the walls ; about one Imndred thousand of the mechan- 
ics and manufacturers were set apart, and the younger men, women, 
and children, condemned to slavery; after wdiich, the remainder of the 
garrison and inhabitants were consigned, in lots of four and twenty 
each, to the soldiers of the Moghfil army, for slaughter ; and it is said 
that the victims thus sacrificed in cold blood to the demon of ven- 
geance, exceeded a hundred thousand human beings. Iii the Kbo- 
luussut-ul-akhbaur it is positively stated, that the number of the sol- 
diers employed in this horrible butchery w-as one hundred thousand ; 
and that of the slaughtered, two million four hundred thousand, which 
surpasses all belief. The capture of Ourgunje took place some time 
ill the six hundred and eighteenth of the Ilidjerah, and is described 
with ample detail, in Dc la Croix’s history. 

Those, continues our author, wiio have undertaken to be the narra- 

m * 

tors of these tristful and sanguinary events, proceed to describe, that 
after he had detached his,sons to the conquest of Kbaurez m, Jenguez 
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passed the spring of the year ^18) on the confines of the territory, If 
Dotin the Ticinity,of Sanaarkand ; having it,in his contemplation to pos- 
sess himself of, and tq demolish, the fortress of Termed, at the passive 
of the Jeyfafin, in the thirty-seventh degree of latitude. He removed 
his camp, however, to pass the summer at Nakhsheb, and there con. 
tinued until about the autumnal quarter ; when he finally drew bis 
armies towards Termed. Confiding to the strength of their works, 
but more particularly to the waters of the Oxus, by which they were 
surrounded, the inhabitants of this place had determined on an obsti- 
nate defence; and accordingly when the Mnghfils approached"within 
Tange of their missiles, they found themselves assailed by volliesofttones, 
darts, and every species of annoyance. Every effort of superior force, 
skill andsACtivity, became therefore necessary to hasten their subju- 
gation. In theshort space of ten days, the town was reduced to a hea]> 
of ruins; its towering ramparts overthrown into the stream of the 
Jeyhi!tn, and every individual of the inhabitants, without distinction of 
sex, rank, or age, put to the sword. On this occasion it is said, that 
the Moghfil soldiers being about to' put one of their female prisoners 
to death, she assured them, that if they spared her life she would put 
them in possession of a pearl of inestimable value ; and unhappily ac- 
knowledging that she had swallowed the jewel, these monsters in hu- 
man shape immediately ripped up her belly. The example was in- 
stantly folio wed throughout the town ; every inhabitant living, or dead, 
being cut up and mutilated in the same manner, in the expectation of 
finding some similar deposit. After this important capture, which 
secured him the passage of the Oxus, Jengueiz withdrew his army to 
rtie territory of Languert and Semaunah, where he passed the winter 
of six hundred and n'lneteen ; while a division of his troops was em- 
ployed in Badukhshaun to compel the submission of that country, or 
to cover it with desolation incase of resistance. 

In the spring onh» year, Jengueiz proceeded by the paasi^ ofTcr- 
lited, across the Jeyhun, directing his mardi for Bklkh ; which, accord- 
ing to Oe la Croix on tire autliority.iof AbfiKeda, lies in thirty six de- 
grees forty one minutes north, in a most fertile plain four dis- 

tant f’foS the mountains, and eight ronly from the celebrutedriverjust 
inbi{|iooed ; being watered by the Dekak,a tiifiutary stream whiekdia- 



ffimrge® itselfUkto that river, at the distance ofnibout twelve leagues. A. H. 010 ^ 
llencc, it is soaietimes said to be situated «ni a branch of the Jeyhun, *248. 
or Oxus. At this eventful period of its history, it is described to dabeib-u4i» 
have been of such extent, as to contain, either within the body of.the 
town, or tlie contiguous villages, not less than twelve hundred Ma> 
Jiomniedan places of worship, and the same number of public baths, 
tor the accommodation and recreation of the inhabitants ; and it was 
at<tliesame time the abode of fifty thousand Seyuds and Shaikhs, pro- 
fessors of the law, and ministers of religion. As soon as they were 
assured of the approach of Jengueiz, the magistrates and principal in- 
habitants, bearing the most costly and magnificent presents, hastened 
to meet him ; but, Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein having about this crisis, at 
Gheznein, assembled a respectable force, with which he seemed pre- 
paring for some important object of hostility, both their presents, and 
their early offers of submission in behalf of their trembling fellow ci- 
tizens, availed them nothing. The whole population of the town, and 
district, were drowned in their own blood, by the fury of the inexora- 
ble Moghuls. — “ The noble city,” said one of the poets, “ he laid as 
“ smooth as the palm of his hand — its spacious and lofty structures he 
• levelled in the dust.” 

Having completed the destruction of Balkh, the tabernacle of the 
true faith (Kebtah-ul-isslam) as it is sometimes denominated by the 
twientals, Jengueiz, after detaching his youngest son Tuly Khaun, to 
extend the circle of desolation and havoc through the noble province of 
Khorassaun, proceeded to form the siege ofTaulekan ; in thirty seven 
degrees twenty five mjnutes north, between Balkh and Merfl, about 
seven days journey from the former city, and from its situation on 
the precipitous mountain of Nukrakbh, the silver mountain, esteemed 
one of the strongest places in Asia. Hero, he experienced from the 
garrison, the most formidable resistance; neither could he accomplish 
thiB reduction of it, until the expiratiou of the seventh month of the 
sieget after he had been rejoined by T6ly Khaun from his tour of deso- 
lation, and by the otherdivisionsofhtsarmy which herecalled to his aid. 

The fortress was however ultimately carried by assault; and, as might 
have been expected, every individual it contained put to the sword. 

The MoghM monarch was now on his march towards Gheznein, to 
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A. H. ais-to. cheek Ihe designs «f Jullaul-ud>deio, which appear td have given him 
A. D.igat-aa. considerable uneasiness ;'but his progress was again suspended by the 
H»bcib-u5- unexpected and obstinate resistance of the strong fortresi of Bamian, 
situated on a mountain, at the foot of which is said to run one of the 
branches of the Oxus; in thirty four degrees fiveminutes north, about 
ten days journey irom Bklkh, and eight from Gheznein. This place, 
after a most determined and sanguinary defence, was however also in 
the end, carried by storm ; and every living creature, both man and 
heast«4)utt0death, in order to gratify the vengeance of the wife of Oug- 
tay, one of whose sons had fallen during the siege. * * 

Jengueiz now prosecuted bis march, without further obstacle to 
Gheznein, and from thence to the banks of the Indus ;* where he de- 
feated Jullaiil-ud-detn, in the manner formerly noticed in the abridge- 
ment of the Khaurezmian history. Balasaghun, or rather Bala Nftyan, 
one of his generals, wi th two tomau ns, was afterwards detached across the 
Indus ; and that fearful instrument of his vengeance, having carried 
plunder,slaughter, and desolation, to the gates of Mflltaun and Labour, 
returned at the proper periotl to rejoin his sovereign. 

At the period already adverted to, when he had reposed from the 
work of destruction and massacre at BMkh, it w’ill be recollected that 
Tilly Khaun was detaclied by his father to invade Khorassaun. The 
prince led with him, on this occasion, a division of eighty thousand 
■horse, here expressly staterl to be just one tenth part of the army of 
Jengueiz ; the total of which must therefore have amounted to eiHit 
hundred thousand fighting meo. Thus formhlahly accompanied, Tidy 
first presented himself under the walls of Meru-shahjahaun, in thirty 
seven degrees forty minutes north ; five leagues below, or to tbe north- 
ward, of the city of the same name on the same river, and equally 
distant, that is twelve days journey, from 'each of the four celebrated 
cities of Neyshapfir, Herat, Haikh,and Bokhara. 

The cityofMerh was at this time governed by Sh(>rf-iul-dein Mft- 
zuffur, ocasioiuilly entitled Mejeir-nl-m(dk ; one of the most distin- 
guished members of the court of Sfikait Mahommed the Khaurezmian, 
with a numerous garrison of veteran 8 oldiers,aHd withitbandafitmeeas 

* ]n September, A. D. 1221, accoriliag to that account — ^it shnuld probably be a yyar latex.. 
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oi^dc^n^e aii¥'Ai¥>‘^ist&iice. ‘fhus prepared, the rntymeart tfie MogliM a. h. 
p'nhcd displayed hii humetoas leg^iona before the town, Mejerr-iil- A. &. 
Aidklk, at the head of his garrison, resolutely sallied out, and attacked Habeib-us- 
the invaders ; of whom, in the course of less than half an hour accord- * 
ing to sotne writers, he cut to pieces to the number of a thousand men. 

Kot less surprised, than exasperated at an instance of daring intrepid 
dity, to which he had not recently been accustomed, T&ly prepared 
to retaliate with equal fury, and more fatal effect. He put himself at 
the head of some of his bravest troops ; and assailing the garrison in 
the nfidst of their imagined triumph, instantly drove them back with 
equal slaughter and celerity into the gates of the town. 

According to other authorities, the son of Jengueiz, having lain be- 
fore Merd in a state of inactivity for six days, on the seventh directed 
a general attack upon the gate of the Shehrestaun, or exterior wall 
of the city; from which a small body of the garrison had the audacity 
lo sally out upon the assailants. They were, however, repulsed at the 
first onset ; their adversaries continuing to press upon their defences 
until night-fall, and then resting upon their arms withoutdrawingback, 
until day light should enable them to renew their attack. On the 
eighth day, Mejeir-ul-mulk conceiving, however, that resistance was 
no longer availing, adopted the sudden resolutionofsubmitting; and dis- 
patched Jiimmaul-ud-dein, one of the most discreet and virtuous or 
the iiihahitants, to implore the mercy of the besieger. He received, in 
replv, every assuranceofsafety and indemnity, and having provided, in 
specie and valuables, a most superb and costly present, repaired with- 
out further delay to the pavilion of of the Moghul prince. He had 
scarcely entered, when he was called upon to furnish without reserve, 
and on the spot, a list of the most opulent of the inhabitants ; and hav- 
ing accordingly wrote down the names of two hundred, the commissi- 
oners of the spoil proceeded into the town, to exact their property from 
the individuals thus distinguished for plunder. The Moghul troops 
were then employed lor four days successively, in expelling the wretched 
inhabitants from the city ; and when that was accomplished, and about 
four hundred artificers, and a few boys and girls, had been set apart 
for other purposes, the residue, both male and female, old and young*, 
were distributed in lots of three and fou;- hundred each, to the merciless 
soldiery ; by whom, it is incredible to relate, they were all butchered 
you II. 3 X. 
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A. H. 610 ^ 20 . with nnpitying, and unrelenting cruelty. On thli Qecasion we are 
A. D. 1228 ^ further apprized, that a certain Seyud£zz>ud-dein, anative.of Nissa, 
HabttiMis- employed, with several assistants, for the space of thirteen days, 
from morning till night, to take an account of the slain at Merd ; and 
that, of those who belonged to the body of the city alone, exclusive of 
the adjoining villages, the number of those who perished, amounted 
to a thousand thousand, and three hundred thousand, and a fraction. 

Having satiated their thirst for blood in the massacre of the inhabi-; 
tants, the MoghAls proceeded to demolish the buildings of Meru ; and 
when that was effected, Tuly Khaun consigned the government4>f the 
melancholy ruins, with authority to preside over such as might yet 
venture to appear in any quarter, to a certain Zeia-ud-dein Ally, who 
had been excepted from the general slaughter of his countrymen, from 
a considerationof his secluded habits, and retirement from the world ; a 
MoghulofthenameofBarmaussbeinghowevernominated tosiiperintend 
the revenue of the depopulated waste. Tuly then took his departure 
forNeyshapAr ; and the remnant who had escaped the carnage gradually 
issuing from the ravines, and caverns in the earth, into which they 
had conveyed themselves, had restored to the town a considerable 
population ; when a band of the savage barbarians, who had by some 
means or other remained in therearofthe Moghul army, unexpectedly 
entered the place; and, determined not to forego their share of human 
butchery, required that every inhabitant should repair to the plain 
without the city, with each as much grain as he could carry in the skirt 
of his vest, for the supply of the detachment. By this cruel device, a 
further proportion of the inhabitants wasdeemed to perisliby the swords 
of these atrocious exterminators. A little afterwards, an officer of the 
nameof Yauness, who had separated from the division of JubbahNOy- 
an, and who appears to have retained some vestige of the feelings of 
humanity, arrived among the ruins of Merii ; and cxi rted himself in 
some degree, to heal the wounds, which were yet bleeding from the 
barbarity ofhis countrymen. In the mean time, Zeia-ud-dein had been 
drawn towards Serkhess, by the disturbances which had been excited 
in that quarter, under Fehlewaun Abd Bukker Diwaunah ; and Bar- 
mauss had also quitted the town, on his way to Bokhsira ; when, unhap- 
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ptlf ascribing the departure of the two chiefs, to some intelligence of 
the approach of Jullaul-ud-dein the Kbaurezmian, which had com- 
pelled them to abandon the place, a few infatuated miscreants from 
among the inhabitants, without further deliberation, struck up their 
kettle drums, and displayed the standard of revolt. Barmauss, who 
was still in the neighborhood, though upon this he forbore to re-enter 
the town, yet failed not, before he proceeded on his journey, to cut 
to pieces every living being whom he found without the gates. 

The city was soon afterwards taken possession of by Koushkein, with 
a party of the adherents of the Kbaurezmian S61tan’s ; and he also 
thought fit to exhibit an example of vengeance, however feeble, by 
putting to death the wretched Zeia-ud-dein, who had recently returned 
from the expedition to Serkhess. But,intelligenceof these transactions 
being soon conveyed to Jengueiz, two Moghiil commanders with five 
thousand men proceeded from Nakhsheb, by order of that monarch, 
to complete the extirpation of the devoted Merftzians. By these, the 
town was carried on the first onset, and not much less than one hun- 
dred tiioiisand of tlie inhabitants added to the list of former massacres ; 
such a population having in this short period re-assembled among the 
ruins. The slauglitor over, these commanders passed on to some other 
quarter; leaving one of their companions, of the name of Aukmelek» 
properly attcmied, to dispatch the unhappy few', whom hunger or want 
might compel to creep from their hiding places.. This barbarian, after 
exhausting every device to complete the destruction of the devoted 
inhabitants, as a last expedient, directed one of his followers to grve 
the summons to prayer. Deceived by the unexpected call, the me- 
lancholy remnant which bad shrunk from the dreadful spectacles 
that surrounded, into the caverns and sewers beneath the city, once 
more ventured to raise their heads ; and were in an instant doomed- to 
share the fate of their slaughtered fellow' citizens. In short, the des- 
truction-was sonearlycomplete, that ofthe vast population ofthisancient 
andmagnificent city, not more than four hundred individuals, of every 
class and description, were left alive. 

It appears, that at the period when Tfily Khaun w'as about to proceed 
towards Me.rii, Toghatchaur Gfirekan, who is by some considered as 
ayouMger brother of Karatchaur Nuy?n,had been dispatched by J^n- 
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A, fl. eio-fo. gtteie, with ten tbotisatid hocse* in the diKetieQ of Keyshftp^Afi «!l^' 
P- t2»-8a. .thirty «ev«D .degrees of letitude, and afeout twelvie fiwn 

- llaibeiti^s- Tfisse. Mejeir-ul-mfilk Khowaufy, and 3^ia>ul<iii01k Z^zeny; two 
nobles of the court of Sjiltan Mahommed the jiLheurezinihB« and nio$t 
eminent among the natiyes of Khorassaun, presided in the town ; and 
were both equally impelled by their confidence in a numerous and 
' resolute garrison, and in the resources of every kind with which the 
place was abundantly supplied, to defend it to the last extremity. 
Thus animated, in spite of the previous -appalling examples, they 
proceeded to plant, and arrange the various warlike machines on the 
towers and ramparts, in order to repel the assaults of tlie enemy. Of 
this an opportunity was not long wanting. Toghatchaiir laid siege to 
thecity ; but being killed by an arrow on the thirdday of the attack, the, 
Moghul troops abandoned the undertaking, immediately on the death 
of their general ; and separating into two distinct divisions, the one 
directed their course for Subbuxwaur, where they massacred seventy 
thousand of the Mussulman inhabitants, and the other forTussc, whicti 
became the scene of similar enormities. 

Tuly Kbaun being, however, at leisure from the desolation of Meru, 
W'asno sooner apprizedof the death of Toghatcbuur, than he determined 
on employing the force at his disposal in the reduction ofNeyshapur; 
and he immediately commenced bis march in that direction, detaching 
a division of his army on before, in charge of the catupultm and imple> 
ments of siege, while he followed with the main body ; every indivi- 
dual of which, because the country in the vicinity of Neysbapur was 
composed of solid rock, be directed for several stages, to carry with 
him a quantity of stones,, for the supply of the warlike machines. 
Hence, whentheMogh&ls in taking up their stations before the walls, 
deposited their burdens in enormous piles, in the view of the inhabi- 
tants, Mejeir-ol-mdlk and his garrison, were not at a loss to discover 
that they were now to contend with a more formidable description-of 
men, than those whom they bad recently repulsed, aud, that they were 
not likely to get rid of them so speedily. The contemplation of such 
a spectacle seems, at the same time, at once to have dissipated the 
generous resolution of resistance ; since it was immediately determined 
tHider the impression of terror produced by it, to dispatch the Kauzy 



pf the provinc.e, jto the presence of TAly Khaun, in order to intercede 
for mercy in behalf of the unhappy NeyshapAruns. The Moghul 
prince was, however, inexorably deaf to their supp.lica.tions,detaining 
theKauzy a prisoner in his camp. On Wednesday the .twelfth of Suf- 
fur, (A. H. , 6 * 1 8 )* in the morning, hostilities comnienced on bpth sides, 
with equal fury an-d animosity, and continued without intermission 
until the Friday following. Towards the close of that day, the be- 
siegers had succeeded in filling the ditch in several places ; and, com- 
pleting their passage across to the Khaukreiz, or fausse bray, from 
thence eflected a breach in the principal rampart. On Saturday 
night, the walls swarmed with the enemy ; and the next day, pouring 
with united force, into the devoted city, the Moghuls proceeded. to the 
usual work of pillage and blood. The garrison continued to defend 
themselves to the last, from the porticos and principal buildings. 
Mejeir-ul-mnlk the governor, when resistance appeared to be no longer 
availing, attempted to conceal himself, either in the gallery of a mine, 
or in some excavation of the earth ; but, being soon discovered and 
dragged to light, and making use of harsh and intemperate language 
to his captors, he was dispatched by the most cruel and painful death 
that the spirit of vengeance could devise. 

Resistance beingatanend, and the MoghCds entire masters of the city, 
the in habitants, hot li male and fcraale, were driven according to custom to 
the plain without the walls; and there, with thecxceptionofabout forty 
mechanics, and most ingenious manufacturers, who were exempted 
from the slaughter, perished the whole of them by indiscriminate but- 
chery. The daughter of Jengueiz, and widow of Toghatchaur (hence 
the title of Gurekan,son in law,) then entered the town ; and to avenge 
the death of her husband, left not the vestige of a living creature in 
the place. It was now laid under water for seven days ; and the foun- 
dations of every building thus sapped, the whole city was finally le- 
velled withtheearth, and thesitesown with barley. A work entitled the 
the history of Khorassaun, is here cited to inform us, that it occupied 
twelve days to number the bodies of those who perished at Neysha- 
pur; and it is affirmed, that exclusive of women and children, they 
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A. H. C19-20. amounted to tjie horrible total of one million seven hundred and forty 
A. D. i2->2.23. seven thousand. Tuly Khaun now returned to carry his desiens asrainst 

|I|*m ••OO 

Iiaaem us- jigraut into execution, leaving a detachment of his troops to destroy 
the wretched remnant, that might yet have escaped the frightful mas- 
sacre just recorded. And, should tlie number of those, who, on this 
and other occasions, fell a sacrifice to the indiscriminate vengeance of 
the MoghAls, appeartosurpasstheboundsofcredibility,we have unfor- 
tunately to add, what is but too probable, that the whole population 
of the surrounding country might have crouded within the walls of 
the principal cities, for protection against the exterminating fury of 
their invaders ; and thus served to accumulate an hundred-fold the sad 
list of victims immolated by the sword of the destroyer. 

Having acquitted himself as above, in the entire desolation of Ney- 
shapur, Tuly disclosed the design of proceeding next against the cele- 
brated metropolis of Herat; the supposed Aria of the Grecian histori- 
ans, situated in thirty four degrees thirty minutes north,* and two 
leagues from a mountain still ilistinguished as the resort of Mairian 
superstition. In the requisite series of marches he arrived accordingly, 
and pitched his camp among the delicious lawns, and groves of Mes- 
liertu. From thence lie dispatched an agent, of the name ofZenbur, to 
the magistrates of this splendid city, to require that tlie governor, tlu‘ 
Kauzy, the Khateib, or public orator, and all tlie most distinguished 
inhabitants should repair to meet his standard ; “ iii order that under 
the shadow of A/.v protection, who was the most powerful of earthly 
••• monarchs, they might screen themsclvesfrom the effects ofthat awful 
visitation which had swept oft’ so many myriads of their unhappy fel- 
“ low subjects.” Melek Shums-ud-dcin the Jurjauiaii, witha gairison 
notfarshortol one hundred thousand strong, had by this timcassuincdthe 
government of the place, on the part of Sultan Juilaul -ud-dcin ; and 
receiving the message wdth a burst of indignation, jiroceeded, with a 
\iolcnce equally unwarrantable and unavailing, to put the agent to 
death ; proclaiming aloud, that he trusted the sun would never rise on. 
that day, On which he should be compelled to submit to the impious 
aud detested barbarians. 

* It is but justice to remark, that the situation of places b, throughout, taken from. De 
la Cruix's Libtury. 
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When the report of this frantic and useless piece of barbarity, was 
circulated in the camp of the Moghhls, it produced an universal buzz 
of rage and resentment ; and they obeyed, with the eagerness of blood 
hounds, the commands of their general to surround the city. .MMok 
Shums-ud-dein stood most gallantly to his defence ; and, for the space 
of seven days, and to their heavy and mutual loss, the most extraordi- 
iiary proof’s of intrepidity were exhibited on both sides ; no less than 
seventeen hundred Moghuls of distinguished rank falling in the early 
days of the siege. But, on the eighth day, exposing himself at the head 
of his troops with more than liis usual forwardness to repel the attacks 
of the besiegers, Shums-ud-dein was transfixed by an arrow, and ex- 
pired in the heat of the conflict. This fatal misfortune was succeeded 
l)\ one still morefatal, in the dissensions which immediately broke out 
in the eity ; the adhereiitsof.) ullaiil-ud-di in, and the iinmediatedepen- 
diints of the Jurjauian declaring their resolution not to cease from hos- 
tilities while a spark of life continued to animate their bodies, and the 
Kauzii s, the Iuwn ers, and others the most ilistinguished and o})ulent 
mhahitants, evincing on their part, adisjiosition to capitulate. 

riie salulnity and mildness of tlic climate, the beauty of the gardens 
and surrounding scenery, and the delightful fragrance shed on every side 
by the multiplied variety of odoriferous shrubs and flowers, had, in the 
mean time, softened even the austere and rigid nalun! of the son of Jen- 
gueiz ; and he conceived a rcpugnaiiec to involve this superb, and fa- 
voritecity, in the destruction wliioli bad visited the rest ol ivliorassauii. 
On that day, therefore, on which he discovered in tlic inhabitants u 
disposition to treat, he approached, with two hundred horse, to the 
edge ol tlie ditch, near the gate of Teyronzahad ; and tak ing ofj' his hel- 
in<‘t, announced aloud to the people on the works, that fhe person who 
spoke to them was Tuly Ivluiiin, the son of the king of kings ; that if 
they were willing to accept of terms by which they might secure their 
lives, tliey would immediately cease from hostilities, and submit to his 
authority; and that, on engaging to be responsible to his agents, for the 
payment of one half only of the revenues which they iiad turnished to 
the officers of the king of Ivhaurezm, he would be their pledge for 
the clemency andgencrosily of his august parent, lie confirmed the 
promises by the mostsolemn oaths, adt'lug,thatiftlicy threw open their 


A. M. 019-20. 
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A. ii. eiAsd'. gat4s without further resistance, they should dipcrietiee from hiih, in 
A. D. 1222 - 28 . every respect, the most justand herfevolent treatment. After witness- 
Habeib-us- j^g from the lips of the prince himself,alanguage so singularly moderate 
and unexpected, the citizens immediately ceased hostilities, and aban- 
doned all idea of further resistance ; and, among the first who presented 
themselves before the Moghhl, with assurances of submission, was the 
provost of the weavers, at the head of one hundred of the trade, each 
bearing nine pieces of manufacture of the most beautiful fabric, and 
costly materials. After which, the principal inhabitants in their several 
classes, also came out of the town ; and were treated with a condescen- 


sion and humanity, perhaps beyond their hopes. The mercy of Tiily 
Khaun was however withheld from twelve thousand of those more 


immediately attached to the service of the priuce of Khauivzm, 
whom lie caused to be put to death ; this ended, tlie inhabitants were 
exposed to no further molestation. The government of the city was 
conferred upon Melek Abu Bukker, a Moghul oflieeroftlienamcof Men- 
gatay being appointed imperial commissioner; all which being satis- 
factorily arranged, the prince no longer delayed to join his father, who 
was still engaged in the arduous siege of Taulekaii, ol'whieli we have 
already spoken. 

The reader of these pages, if hajdy they should ever fall into the' per- 
usal of any, may here perhaps congratulate himself on the exemption 
of this admired and splendid city, from (he cruel desolation whieli had 
laid its neighbours in the dust. Alas ! his horrors will e.vperience hut 
a short suspension. It was destined that Herat shoiil I share the fate 
of it’s ^ister cities to the utmost circumstance — slioiilJ swallow the 


bitter draught of affliction to the very dregs. 

Melek Abu Bukker, and his collegue Mengatay, had exerted them- 
selves with considerable zeal in promoting the welfare and repose of 
the people entrusted to their care; and the inhabitants liad engaged 
with extraordinary confideiice in re-edifying the bni|ding.s which haft 
been injured during the late siege, and in resuming the culture of 
their lands : but a circumstance was about to occur, which drew upon 
them in itsdirest horrors, the common lot of Khorassaun. On this head 
the author lias presented us with two relations, in some points materi- 
ally different from each other. The first, and that to Which the author 
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‘ f)ftheTevmuvian ZufFurnamahhasgiventhepreferaticcJsthefollowing. 
Mfelek Al>u Bukker, and Mcngatay had continued to exercise their an- 
thorityhut for afew days, or for some comparatively short period, when 
rumours of unexpected victories, gained by Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein the 
Kliaurezmian, obtained circulation in Khorassaun. Hence, it was 
rashly concluded by men of narrow comprehensions, that no longer 
able to coiiteiicl in the field of battle with hrs enterprising antagonist, 
Jenguei/ would witlulraw into the Tartarian solitudes, with the same 
expi'dit ion and ra|)idit;" as he had emerged from them. In consequence 
ofsuc-h rash and absurd misconcejitions, the Moghul governors and 
aiii'iits in ( Very part of the province, were indiscriiniiuitely devoted 
tod ‘struction ; and it was undtT the influenee of the prevailing mania 
that, iiotu itiistanding tlie benevolence of their administration, rlie 
in tej^tratt's set over them l)y rhly Kliaun were i)ut to the sword by the 
T)enp!e of 1 [ rrat 

rlie a^'cnunt to wliicb. by the adoption of it into his laborious 
•aujk of tin' llou/ ut-iis-sulJa, the veni'rated father of our author is said 
to !ni\e eiveJi tin* stamj) (^f truth bi* submits to bis rc'mh'r in the sub- 
l^nn'd ])arlicnl irs. During the period in wbieb Tuly Ivliann was ein- 
pln\ed in (wrrving pillage and sl.iinjitt'r through Khorassaun, tlie 
Moelinls wi‘re iVustrar d in ('Ver\' atU'inpl to main' tlis’iu-\.*! ves masti rs 
oi lin f(»rlress of Kalioiiss. su!)se(juently known liy the naiiu* ut’Xcir- 
jjJitu : aiivl afterwards, In n tiie' departure of that prince to la'join bis 
lather liad been asefTtajin il, a P'porl being coiiveyt'd to the garrison (^f 
1 in' same f« "tress t !iat the peiijiU. ol I lerat litidjjledged 1 lieiii selves to their 
newinasti'Ts for tin' reduction ot the plin*e,and that tln.’ v were busilN eu- 
eaged in prt’parations I'or the sicgcof it, tlu* j(*alou^y of the Kalioussians 
iaauuiu* alarmed ; and it wasresolvedjn thccoiirse oftijeird(.*hberations, 
that some device should he ime.nediately put in practice to creat(g be- 
twei'ii the Moghuls and tin nnui of Herat, such a sulftcct of aiuiiiosity 
•as it iniglit be tlilhculr, if not iirqo'-sible, lo reconcile, or appciise. Kor 
this purpose, tln v fixed upon a Juan whose naint', or iiorbaps the ad- 
June! in it, was Sahel), iv:nark.i!)le for his (ianng and intreidd spirit, 
whom, it it eighty (h ^ pt'r.Hu^s of a similar text are of mind, they directed 
to proceed to IK'iat; 'a Imre, by whatever mt'ans they ibund ])i\n‘ti(M- 
ble, they were todispalch bc/th Melek Abu Bukker, and lus coliev/ic 
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h. n. 910 - 20 . Mengatay. Havingaeeordingly obtained admission into'tlie city, under 
A. p. 1222 - 23 . disguise of merchants, the assassin and his accomplices, in order 

Halteib-us- carry on the deception, amused themselves for some time in travers- 
wyt, . ' , . 

ing the streets and squares, inthe pursuits of theirpretended avocation ; 

until one -day, that Abd Bukker and Mengatay were riding without 
suspicion of evil at the foot of the rampart, or fortifications of the town, 
they availed themselves of the opportunity, and put them both to death 
with their knives and daggers. In conformity with the proverb, “ the 
wish is cause sufficient,” the whole city innnediately flew to arms, 
and put to the sword without exception all who had been attached to 
the murdered magistrates ; after which they proceeded to vest the govern- 
ment in Mclek Miibaurez-ud-dein Subbuzwaury, and an Arab chief 
of the nameof AbdiiiTaibman. 

When Jenjrueiz became informed of this sudden act of violence, on 
the part of the peopleof Herat, his indignation may be better imagined 
than described ; he discharged however, the first eft'iisions of it upon his 
.son, whom he bitterly reproached as the origin of the mischief, by his 
misplaced lenity, in diverting from the inhabitants of that turbulent 
city, the vengeance to which he had destined them. F.iltchigiulay, or 
Eiltchikdai N&yan, with a fresh body of eighty thousand horse, was 
then ordered to repair the error; with express and positive injunction, 
when he should have reduced the devoted town, not to spare the lile 
of a single human being. Eiltchigaday marched accordingly and en- 
camping at a convenient distance on one side of the place, allowed to 
his soldiers the interval of a month, to prepare their materials lor the 
•siege. In the mean time, he was further joined l)y reinforcements from 
difl'erent quarters, to the number of fifty thousand men. Neither were 
Mubaurez-ud-dein and his associate, on their part, h'ss attentive in 
their preparations to repel theformidable attack which menaced them 
exacting from the inhabitants, from the highest to the lowest, a so- 
lemn engagement, to decline no sacrifice, to omit no exertion, in the 
defence of all that could make existence valuable ; but of all things 
to beware of that latal disunion which, on the recent occasion, had pro- 
duced the suirender of their independence. 

At the expiration of the stated period of a month, Eiltchigaday pro- 
ceeded to assign to his officers their respective stations opposite to the 
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fuincipal: gates of Her&t, posting at the same time on each face of the 
town a powerful division of thirty thousand men ; threatening the se- 
verest punishments to those who failed in the discharge of their duty ; 
and holding out the noblest and most liberal encouragements to those 
who bravely and honorably acquitted themselves. The attack of the 
city was immediately commenced on four separate points. 

For six months and seven days, to which the siege was now pro*- 
tracted, and during which, both the attack and defence were supported 
with infinite valour, and mutual slaughter, but little progress appears 
tohave been made towards the reduction of the town ; until some timein 
the latter Juminaudy of the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjer- 
a!i,* when, the Moghul general having carriedon his assaults without 
intoriivission for several days suecessively, although with the loss on 
each occasion of five thousand of his bravest troops, the revetement 
of the rampart began to bo perforated in several places by the repeated 
impetus of tlie warlike machines; and the mines wdiich the besiegers 
earned on under cover of their ti'iitsf were now approaching the fouii- 
(laiions ofthe principal towers. In these circumstances, a part of the- 
w all to the extent of fifty cubits suddenly gave way, and ovorw^ebn- 
iiig one of the tents in vvhicli the Moglu'ils w'ere at work, four of 
their most distinguis'.ied ofiicers perished under the ruins. Three davs 
afterwards, the ‘rarrison, reduced to the verge of desjiair, bv the scarcity 
if not the total failure ol’ the means ol' subsistauce, became evidcntlv 
languid in tlieir exertions; and of this, on one ofthe Fridays ofthe 
mouth just mentioned, in tlx* morning. Filtchigaday immediately avail- 
ed himself, to storm and take possession of the tower, called thcBur]- 
e-khauk.-ber-serr, subsorpieiitly designated the “louer of ashes and 
from thence pouring sword in hand into the unhappy city, his sol- 
diers proceeiledwirh more than their ordinary ferocity to massacre the 
whole ofthe inhabitants, without the exception of male or female 
old or young; neither, for the space of seven days and as many nights, 
were the inl'uriated barbarians engaged in any other employment than 
tliat of pillage and slaughter, and cunilagration and ruin: during which 

.Infv, A. D 1222. 

t Til'S is cmuvocal; thtir baUermj; xunc \.<>i-e probably wrouglrt under cover oftciitsa 
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A» H. C19-20. they are said to have immolated to the number of one million six hua>' 
A. D. 1222 23. thousand persons, and upwards. 

llabeil>-us- Havingaccomplished hisbloody errand, EiltchigadayNayan withdrew 
to the territory of Heratroud ; but, lest a-vestige should remain alive of 
the miserable inhabitants of the late flourishing metropolis, he dis- 
patched, on his arrival at the town of Oubah, a body ot two thousand 
^loghuls back again, with orders to hasten to join the spirits of their 
slaughtered fellow citizens, such ot the melancholt remnant as might 
to creep'trom ttonccalment. fneseicmoisi K ssbuiOiinans 
returned accordingly, and to the foarfui list of slaughter, added that of 
three thousand persons more, who had unhappily le-assembled among the 
ruins of their country. Toclose this moundul detail, the historian pro- 
ceeds to relate, that.of the whole population of Herat, not morethan six- 
teen individuals snrvivetl, byconeealing themseheseitlierinthedrains. 
or channels, in the dome of the principal mos(]ue, one of whom was 

MowlanaShurf-ud-dein, thcKhateiborpuI>iicorator.orpreacI)er, oftlie 
village of Jeghartaiin : and that when tlie .Mogluils had tinally quitted 
this scene of devastation and blood, one of the sixteen issued from the 
niosqne,and seated liimscll before the slab of what bad been a confec- 
tioner’s shop ; win re, after looking for some lime wistfully round him, 
and perceiving no human bt ing but liimsell, he at last \ en t ured to ex cl aim 
aloud, “ heaven be praised a man may be jiermitted once inon; to 
“ breath in safety !” after this, they were gradually joined by four and 
tweuiv other persons, from ibU'erent places in the adjoining territory ; 
aud for theperiodoflitteen years, exclusive of these forty individuals, 
not a human being was to be found in the whole extent of tliis once 
maonifieent city and its dependencies. Tlie forlorn remnant took 
up its aliodc beside the principal mosque and college uf Sultan Glicy- 
auth-ud-doin the Ghouiuui, where tliey subsisted for some linn , it is 
said, on the dried flesh of the car.-rascs of the slain ; until, by exploring 
the granaries aud staldcs, ami collecting, grain by grain, a few measures 
ofw heat and bailey, they proceeded bysuch means as they could devise, 
to cultivate a small piece of ground for its reception, and secured a 
sdantv crop for tin ir first harvest. They elected the above-mentioned 
Shurf-ud'dein, to preside over their infant community ; and they con- 
tinued to exist, under various difficulties aud discouragements, until 
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the period at which, on succeeding to his father's power, Ougtay Kian 
determined to restore their beloved city ; and for that purpose dis- 
patched from his court, accompanied by other respectable persons, 
Ezz-ud-dein Mukuddii)n,\vilh instructions to rebuild and repeoplc the 
long neglected ruins of Herat. 

Jenguciz, either by himself or his generals, had thus satiated his 
vengeance, in the manner which we havebricfly attempted to describe, 
andiiitheentiresiihversion ofeverv thing that constituted tlie strengtli 
imcl glory oftlu' oini)i!V, when he conceived it expedient to 

didiheratc' with Kiinitelunir and others hi*^ minist<'rs and principal e:e- 
iieral‘>i, on hisiiiUirc procpodings. To the majority it aj)i)i'ared advisa- 
ble, that his sf)ii 'rdieghatai should be immediately detachc 1 to thebor- 
di.'isor Mekraini. in ordca* to la\ waste and destroy tin' approaches from 
i J indnslann llirougli tiial j)rt)viiK*e ; wliih* j>rinee Onetai should he 
employed with a similar olijt'Ct. to f)Ver-rnn the whole ti'rritorv to the 
1 lid ns. 'rims, in the evtmt that Sultan ,1 nllnibiid-ch'in should atti'inpt 
to return in ('itin. r direction, he nna'nt iind himself entirely destitute 
of the means oi' subsistance lor liis army. The mandat(‘s of Jeneiiei/. 
wrvr issued in eoniormity with ibis ])l;in of o'peralions ; and llie two 
]j.iiR*es, each with a powerful division of troo])s. hastened to carry it 
int') exocmtion. Jii the spring’ of t!ie yewY \ the .Mf)ir!iul monarcli 

finally rcsolvt'd on rt tunimg to his native dominions : and lakin <4 the 
same road by wliicli lie had enterrd the ]>rovin<‘e of (il he/ neiii, that of 
I'okhart'stauii, he proceeded to Ihiklaun or nakalaiin. in the same 
territory, wlicre lie passed the summer. In th.e commcncc*ment of au- 
tumn, h(‘ recrossial the Jc ylinnand niarcheil lo Samarkand ; where lit' re- 
inained during the winter, or (‘old season of(C..H)-9l. 

Tile jninces Tcheehatai and ()iie:tai proceialed. on tlie other }:and, 
tocomph tethodesigns oftlieir fatlua’s vindictive polii'v, with tlieir usual 
promptitude and ])reri^ion ; and having carried pillagt*, ant! massacre', 
and desolation, through tlu! greater part of the couiitrit's expostd to 
tlieir fury, and destroyed among otlncr places, in jiarticular, the city of 
tlheznein, they returned, at the termination of this predatory sweep 
b\ separate routes into TiMiisoxiana, and went into wiMter-i|.i.nters at 
liokliara. The short rt'laxation whhdi they now enjoyed from the 
fatigues of war was devoted to the field sports of hawkuig and hunting: 
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A. H, ^1.24. an4 they are on thia occasion^ to have fumis^ied thek father, atr 
A. P. 122-1-27. Sanoarkand, n^ith a weekly supply of fifty ass-loads of game. 

Ilabeib-us- the conclusion of the cold season, and the opening of the beauties 

of spring, *Jengueiz. took his final departure for the country of the Mo- 
ghiils ; giving direction that the captive dowager, Tfirkan Kh&tun the 
mother ofSfiltan Mahommed Uic KhaurezmiaUr with the wives and 
women of that once powerful monarch, should be conducted, in cruel 
triumph, at the head of his columns of march, while tlie misfortunesand. 
ruin of her liouse were proclaimed, with every circumstance of humi-^ 
liation, through the countries so recently subject to herauthority. On 
the banks of the Scyhuu, both Tcheghatai and Ougtui rejoined the 
camp of their father; which, after passing tlmt river, Avas sul>se(|uentiy 
removed to the plains of Baklanyauzy, in the neighborhood, as it would, 
appear from Do la C’roix, of Tonkaut, or Finauket. 

In consequence of the jealousies w.hich subsisted betAveen him and 
liisbrotlier, Jujy, or Tchutchy Khaun, aftt:r the reduction of Khaiirezin,. 
had marched Avith his division into Iveptchauk Tartary,, eastward of 
the Volga. From thence he avhs now summoned, to complete on his 
side, the arc of the grand circular hunt, (Jerkah)t Avhicli his father and 
brothers, AA-.iih the main body of the army., Avere gradually proceeding 
to carry on from the banks of the S*?Arliun. At tlu; station of Oukaeir, 
where the different points, or extremities, of the enormous circle be- 
I'ame united, Jengueiz first adA'apeed to the slaughter of the iufiuite 
variety of wild animals which had been driven together towards the 
centre ; and having killed Avith his own hands a lieaj) of deer and an- 
telope, and in short of every species of game, until he became weary of 
the sanguinary amusement, he consigned ihe remainder.tO'thc disposal, 
of the shahzadabs of the imperial family,, and. of tJie other generals.. 
When the whole became also satiated AA'ith this species of slaughter, 
the animals that survived, were liberated to their native solitudesj va- 
riously inarkediapcording to the fancy of tfie liberators. 

At the terminiitiou of the imperiaMiunt, Jujy Ivhaun, who hadla-. 
boured for some time under- tlisplea^ure, was. restored, to- his, father’s- 


•A. D. 1224. 

t-According to De la Croiv flic on its earliest form:ttfoii, is called JS'erke. See bis 
desiriptiow.oftkis luaguiliceut aniusciucnt, iB.Cap.Vll. offiis bistory. 
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presence, whose liands, submissively kneelfnpf, he was permitted to a. H. 021 ^ 4 . 
kiss. Among the vast and splendid display of presents, which heof^ A.D. 1224 - 2 7 * 
fered on this occasion to the acceptance of his father, was a lot of one 
hundred thousand valuable horses, of which twenty thousand were 
all of one colour, grey — (Khink). 

Jengueiz passed the summer season* (621) at the same station of 
Oukueir,']’ having there convoked an extraordinary Kuriltai, or general 
diet of the states of his immense dominions ; at which the only trans- 
action noticed by our author, is the punishment of some Eyghurian 
chiefs. And in the month of Zilhudje, the last of the six hundred and 
twenty •fii’st year of the llidjerah,J after an absence of about six year^, 
this mighty monarch returned to his imperial residence of Karakorum. 

lie was however suflered to enjoy hut a very short repose from the 
fatigues of this meinorahic expedition. During the severity of 
the same winter, reports successively came in, of the disafFectioii and 
reb(Mljous designs ol Slnddcrkn or perhaps Sheiflazku,theprinceofTan- 
gueit, or Xeiket, otherwise called also Kashein, north-west of tlic 
I’hinesc iiv)nti(‘r; and of his activity in asscmhling vast hodiesof troops 
ibr purpose's manifestly hostile. Jengueiz did not hestitate a moment 
tolorsake the festivities ol‘ his capital, and to proceed at the head of 
his lroo])s to anticipate the designs of his adversary ; who advanced, 
on his part to oppose Ijim, with anarmyoi not less than five hundred 
tlioLisaiid lighting men. ( )f tin* dn'adful batths which, at a suhse(|uent 
period, termiiiati'd this war, tlie aiitlior furnishes no other dcscrijition, 
than that, through the o])eration of that ( ternal destiny which in all 
things sustained ihegramhMir of Jengueiz, the Tangiitian was defeated, 
with the loss of tlu? greater part of his army ; that among the Moghuls 
there [irevailsa ludicrous persuasion, that for every hundred thousand 
killed in battle, one of tin* slain w ill be found standing on bis head re- 
versed ; and that on this occasion three of those who perished on the 
side <if Sheidcrkii, wore found in that position. Hence it is inferred 
that the nuinher of those who fell, on the part of the vanquished mon- 
arch amounted to three hundred thousand. After this dreadlul and 

* J ul V, A ugust, 1 224. 

•t A plaiu seven leagues in extent, in the neigh bo rliood of Tonkaiit ; accor Jiiig to Dc la 
Croiv, 

t Dcccuiber, or January, A. D. 1221-2o. 
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A. H. 02*2-24. sanguinary discomfiture, Sheiderkfi retired to the fortress of Artakia, 
A. D. 12*25-27. perhaps Arbaka, among the mountains borderina: his country to the' 
Habeil^us- vvestvvard, between it and the territory of the Eyghurs ; while Jen- 
^ gueiz proceeded withoat interruption, to extend his destructive ravages 

to the whole of the country of Kashein, now abandoned to his mercy. 

M'hcn he had glutted his troops with pillage and slaughter, on tlie 
dominions of his adversary, .fenguciz drew them westwards, in the 
direction of Jurjah (Jurje) and Tengnaush. The prince of the for- 
mer country hastened, however, to avert the approaching storm, by 
early assurances of submission, and by a dispatcli of presents suitable 
to the grandeur and power of his forinitlahle .assailant. Among tiic 
articles which composed tliis splendid otl'ering to disarm a tyrant of 
his vengeance, is said to have been a tray ot pearls, of tlie finest water 
and beauty; whicli .lengueiz directed to be distrilmled on the spot, to 
such ot bis soldiers as had tlieir ears yrorforated for the n'eeptionofsncli 
a jewel ; and it is further siat<.*d, that while the imperial attendants 
were carrying into exiculLon the orders of tlieir sovereign, sfoi'ial of 
the Moghuls, \\ hose ears had not jweviously iiudergone the lu (*es- 
sary, operation, proceeded without cerciuouy to bore and mangle them 
with their knives aiul packing needles, in order to possess themselves 
of tliese precious ornament.s. A circiinistance which is yiossiblv des- 
cribed to attest, at the s.une tune, the brntalitv and avarice of tiicse 
iercx'ious tribes. There was, howexor, such ahiindance of the arliele, 
that a prodigious surplus undisposed of, still reuiatneil aiiimig the trea- 
sures oi’ .leugueiz, 

riie ageiiis of Shenh rkt'i, or .Sheide/.kii, hasteiieil in the mean time 
from Artakia, v itii proposals fivun tlieir master to submit himself to 
the mercy of Jeiiguei/,. and even to appea? in ix rson in his camp, 
at the expiration of one month, provided the Moghul nioinircli would 
* solemnly engage to spare his life. I'o tiiisen!,'iigeinent,..)eiigueizdi<l not 
scruple to pletige h1s faith, at the moment tliat. be liar'oonred llie 
most deliberate design to violate it, wJieuever the credulous priiiee 
should put hinisi lf in bis power. JVut, the health and slrcngtli of tills 
great and fe.ot ions conqueror were now rapidly d»*( lining ; and he pc'r- 
ceived that tiie jieriod was fast approaching, in which all the views of. 
earthly grandeur and ambition, must finally terminate. 



537 


At tRis solemn crisis, he called together around him his sons, and 
brothers, and the other princes of his blood, at the head of whom ap- 
peared hissage andfaithful counsellor K^ratchaur. Having dispatched 
some preliminary admonitions, in which above all things, he strenu- 
ously recommended a spirit of harmony among themselves, as the firm- 
est basis on which to preserve unbroken the glorious inheritance which 
heAvas about to leave' them, he addressed himselfexclusively to his three 
sous, "rdieghatai, Ougtai, and Tuly Khaun, all ol‘ whom were present, 
and demanded, in the event they conceived sucli a designation advi- 
sable, whom in their o|)inion they tliought he should nominate to suc- 
ceed liini ? the royal brotiiers at once declan d, that by iiidin-ation and 
duty, they were e^jually disposed ro suI>initto any arrangement, that 
might accord with their iatlK^’s sovereign pleasure. Jengueiz then 
}Monc)Uii(‘e(K that to the bulk of his dominions, and to the throne of tlic 
K ha.inis, he vested the succession, without alteniative, in his third son 
Ougtcii ; and an inslnimeiit to that effect to be drawn up on 

the spot, lie immediate ly ri'Cpiired that his other sons, and his brothers. 
>liould affix thenr signatures to it, engaging themselves, under every 
'•ontingenev, and with uniuiling zeal, to lx* obedient to the aiitliority of 
that priiK’e. The territory of 'rurkestaun westward, with Mawur-un- 
nt In r or ffransoxiaini, he at t!ie same allotted to Tdiegliatai-* 
^[’heii calling for the C(0(iiaiir betw(’i*n Kabul Khaun and Katdiuly 
l>aliauiler,attc‘stiMl under the griar sealolToinnnah Khaun, lieddi vend 
ft iul<; llie liauds of 'l\’lieg!iat;n : vrith a solemn dnrgi\ th it in confor- 
mity with the sti juilations of that venerated engagement, he should in 
all liniigs govern liimselfby the counsels of Karatduuu: Xuyan, whom 
he admoni.siied him to consith r, in I'vcrv n specr, his associate in woallii 
and pow('r, and towho-«v' guidar.ce and discretion he now finally con- 
signed him. To all lhis.T<'h('gliatai jn edged himself faithfully to con form. 

I'liis important arrangeniiait disjaitehed, Jengueiz finally required 
that his dc‘ath^ whenever that an fill coiisumniation vrhieh he daily 
looked for should have taken ph-.ce, might as long as possible be kept 
a st‘rrei ; and, as if he wen' die-.ir. nis to tlie last that his glories should 
be steeped ill l>Ioo!l, but o-lem ildy t!iat bis eh i ldi>*n might siurcced to 
their mherilaiice. undisturbed extciTnl hostility, ht'coinmanded that 
\^lieii Sheideiku, vi lyinv on tliei.uth of the recent treaty, should quit 
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A. H. 624. the safosfuarJ of his asylum in the mountains, and appear in the 
A. D. 1227- camp of the Moghuls, he should be instantly put to the sword, toge* 
llabiib-us tlicr with the whole of his followers. Shortly afterwards he expired ; 

but it would be dilFicult to coincide with our author and his muse, 
in the remark “that the eyes of this tremendous conqueror were no 
“ sooner closed, than it might be forgotten that he was ever born,** al- 
though few will be disposed to question, that there were millions who 
lamented that he ever saw the light. 

The dissolution of this fearful instrument of the vengeance of an 
ofl’ended God, is said to have taken place on the fourth day of the 
month of llamzaun, of thesix hundred and twenty fourth of the llid- 
jerah* coiTesponding with the Tcnguzeil, or year of the mouse ; if that 
be the first ol‘ the twelve-year cycle of tlie Moghul kalendar, exhibit'll 
ill Do la Croix’s history, remarkable for being also the year ol his Inrth, 
and of his ueeession to sovereign power. He had rn^arly attained to 
the seventy fifth Lunar year of his age ; having lived exac tly seventy 
two Solar years, six months and two and twenty days, and held the 
universal sovereignty of the Tartar nations, for a perioil of five and 
twenty Lunar years. 

Of wives and concubines he his represented to have entertained up- 
wards of five hundred ; of whom the pre-emiueiK'.e is assigned to the fol- 
low iugfive princesses in particular. 1 . Hurtah, orlbirtah Ivoutchiu, the 
daughter of Zei Nuyan, chief of the Jvonkoraut, or Congorat nation. 
2. Ivenju, or Kebkhu Khatuu, the daiigliter of Altan, or Altfiii Khauu, 
of Khatai. 3. Goury, or Gouzi Sunin, the daughterot'Tayaug Ivhaun. 
4. Beysulouu, perhaps Ouisoulougine, the daughter of Oung Ivhaun. 
.j/lVhauku,or Jauku Kulouu(Ivoulan Khatuu of I3e la Croi x) the dang li- 
ter of Tairasun (a Moghul, Khauu or chief of the Merkidte). Of these 
five illustrious ladies, the precedence is again allotted to llurtah Kou- 
tehiu, who bore to her august consort, tour sons and five daughters. 
The male children“to Jeiigueiz are, however, on the authority of the 
pridiininary discourse to thcTeymuriaii Zuflur-nainah, represented as 
nine in number in the whole ; of whom the four sons of Bnrtah Kou- 
tchin, have obtained a very distinguished place in the history of na- 
tif>ns. Tliese were 1. Jujy, or Tchutchy, or Tushy. 9. Tcheghatiii, 
or Zagatay. 3. Ougtai, or Oukdai, or Octal. 4. Tuly. The former, 

* Si.\tc*cntli of August, A. D. 1*227. 
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«nd the two latter, under their father's authority, presided with dif- A, H. 624. 

ferent titles, in the principal departments of the state. Jujy, the pro- A. D. 1227 . 

genitor of the Khauns of Keptchauk,and the Crimea, was grand hunts- Hab^'b-us- 

scvr. 

man, and master of the revels. Ougtai superintended in the depart- 
ment of civil afluirs ; and Tuly Khaun, hence probably entitled Ou- 
lugh, or Ulugh NOyan, the great Ameir, presided over, and regulated 
all things relating to the sai'ety of the camj>, and the administration of 
the armies. 

The author concludes bis summary of the acts of this wonderful 
man, by describing that Jengueiz professed himself of no particular 
religion, or mode of faith; and that he equally avoided either molesting, 
or gi\ing the preference, to any one profession of belief beyond ano- 
ther; on tliecontrary, that he treated with respect and humanity the 
leaiaied ami the pious of all religions , rendering this his medium to the 
fa\or of that lUernul King, whose nature is superior to all wants and 
imperfections, and u hose; beneficemre surpasses measure, as much as 
his power transcends all magnitude. To .fengueiz are finally ascribed 
most of live laws and usages olisiTved to the vlaysofthe author, among 
the Mogbiil tribes; and , from an anecdote with respect to his son 
Diigtiii, it would appear, at the same time, that he was totally unac- 
tiuainted with ail other languages than liisown. A native of Bokliiiia, 
of the iiiuiK' of Maliniud it', held a distiiif^iiisliod, ifnot a priii- 

t i])al i'ni])Ioyinriit in the \ iz/anrut, or ol'lhis great inoiiiircli. 

Soon ath r llio death of .leiif^'iieiz, like the w ild animal w Inch volun- 
taiilv ste|)s into the snare of the liunt(M\ tlio unforUinale Sheiderku 
j)r« sinti d liiniseif in the eainp of the Mo^ln'ds ; and, in stiict c onfor- 
mity willi the dyih.i: inj nnc't ions of their father, was iniinediately cut 
to pieci's.hy the Shah/rulahs, tfu;< ther with all that accompanied him. 

"I'liey the n returned te) the im] erial re^idemce of Karakorum ; in the 
iiei<»hborhood of which, at the iV)or e/f a tree, exprc'ssly marked out for 
the purpose l)y himself, one da% dining a hunting party, they eominlt- 
ted th(' remains of their auL'ust and rcnownetl parent, to the narrow 
chamber of the grave. In a very r-.Iiort time, the spot w liieh eneiiv led 
the tomb^ was so overgrown w ith trees and shrubs, planted in all pro- 
bability by llm hands of th 'se w'l:o venerateil the iinmorta! s|)irit which 
rcposixl there, a,s to become equally impenetrable to the winds ofhea- 
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A. II. C2I. ven, anti inat^cssiUe to the enriosit}’’ of man ; nothins? human, being 

A 1). »2i7. thus I'urtluT ))erinitted to imprint its footsteps upon the huiloweU sod 

Jlatjcil) us- covered the ashes of the invincible Jengneiz. 

soyr. . . . ' ■ 

lleforc wo resume tile lej^itimale course of the narrative, the reader 

may, perhaps, be disposed to lend his attention a little further, while 

we briefly disjiateh the history of the immediate successors of this 

magnanimous monarch, in the remoter regions of the cast. 

It iias alreadv been seen, that the title to the succession was di*-- 

tiilctly decided in favor of the third soii, Onutui,* hy the cxpiwss and 

solemn judgment ofliis fatlier ; and he ajipears to have provetl himstdf 

aju’ince of singular talents, hcnevolencc, and virtue, selected by the 

gxxfdness of ])ro\ idtmee to heal tliose wounds inflicteil on the still 

Lhiding uatioJi^. by the avenging p(;\ver oi his prcdecei>sc/r. Ni*\er- 

theh'ss, after diM-iiarijiiig the last solemn duties to tlie remains of tiie 

dejiarted hero, the Shalizadahs separatetl to their n‘S]iertive plaees of 

residence, \>itlK>ut coming to any exjiress resolution on the subject^)!' 

the sovereign authoritv, 

Ttv o years subsoiiuont to this separation,! tin* loading branolios of 
the family of Jougiu iz ro-assomblod, lK>wcv. r, liom dill'orout parts of 
^Moghulstauii, ill order to form a gcni ral diet of tin- states of ’I'artary, 
at the imperial Ourdii of Karakorum. Ainoii" those eiuimoratod lo 
have met on this important occasion, were IJath, ami his brothers th*' 
sons of.lujy Khaun, from Keptchauk ; Outakein. Ibilkouty, and Kvl- 
tcha, the brothers of Jongueiz, from the jirovinees to tlie eastward; 
and Karatchaur from Peishbaligli, on the part of 'reiieghalai ; (^ugtai, 
andTuly Khaun, with the younger children of Jengiieiz, l»eiiig alrt- idy 
on the spot. The dying instructions of that monarch, and the clevaiion 
of his third son to the throne of the Moghuls, by the title of O'lgtiii 
Kaan were now made the subject of serious deliiu.-ratioii ; ami i. rat 
P" wee was urged by the unanimous voice of the august assembh, to 
invest himself without father delay, with the supreme and soverei :ii 
power. Ougt:u, at first, appeared to tleeline the arduous task, alleging 

*Iri llic saiiii- iiiul ill diflerriit maiiiiscrifits, this name is indiscriminately wrilten OuLtdi 
and Oukdai ; we liavecimsvn that which sipjiears in the text, as cunveyiij? the nearest rcseiu- 
hJance of the original. European writers have however in general made it Octal. 

t About A. D, 122&« 
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at the same tiino. the ^uperiorcTaiinsofliis el(lerhrotherTehei?htit?ii, nnc! 
thcpre-cinim iiUak iJtsol his uncles ; tliede!)atebeing thus protrarted lor 
a period on’ortydays. 0\\ llic Idrty first day, however, as soon asthesun 
Iiad aseended his gulden car in the azure vault ot‘ heaven, thewholeof 
the Shahzudahs with llieprineessesol'the imperial 1‘ainily, and Xnvans, 
declared in a body to(.)ugtai, tlieir ('(pial repugnance and inability to 
])roceod,in any respect, contrary to the express and solemn do(*i^ionof 
theii late venerated sovert ign ; and that it tlieridbrcbelioved him to waive 
tliese sc'ruples more* speeujus tliaii solid, and to cliarge himself, since 
th(‘re was uo alternative, w ith tlie security and hapi)inoss()l‘tiiat countless 
mass ofnatioiis, w hi< li extended overso vast aproporlion oi lhehahitable 
globe. Oiiglai no Ioiilv rn*sistr(! their united imiiortuiiities ; but nf>d- 
ding a reluctant ass^mt, t heShahzadalis, in cemi'ormity with tliepractice 
of the Moglink on similar occasiuns, iinm-'diatidy cast loose tln^ ginlles 
iVom their \vai‘>ls ; and, 'buly Ivhaiin taking his brother I)y the ri^ht 
hand, while his uiiele‘ (.)ntakc‘in supporti'd liim on the h'l't, the whole 
]v;iieec'ded, at the hour agreed iii)on by the astrologers, to S(*at lii.n on 
llu* throne of his father, accompany ing tlie ordinary vows and congra- 
tulations, with a sliowi'i’of gold and jewe ls w hich lhe\ scattered upon 
ins head, 'bhe princesaiid Aincirs then bent their knees to tlie earth, 
niiit' limt\s; after w hich, agreeable also to the cn.^loiu of their forefa- 
thers, they H'paired to a spot without the imperial residence, and again 
knelt tliree limes, w ith tlndr faces towards the sun. i'hey finallv re- 
turned to the j)resenct* of Oiigtai, to partake’ in the seemes of festivity 
and joy. usual on such occasions ; w hile the gates of the imperial trea- 
sury being throw n wid(’ oiien by the new sovereign, a distribution 
ol'presents, in jew els, and specie, and costly habiliments, immediately 
took pla(?c, to an inealeulalile amount. 

When the attention of the monarch, and his court, w as sufficientiy 
disengaged from the dispatch of those important preliminaries, the wis- 
dom of Ougtai was direxted to compose the disorders which had ari- 
sen in some of the remoter provinces of the empire. Among others 
employed to assert, and vindicate his authority, throughout the regi- 
onsof Tartary and the territories of the Persian empire, was Jerinau- 
ghuii Nuyau ; detached, about this period, wdth three tomaiins, or 
thirty thousand horse, into Irak and AzerbJiiJaun, to oppose the designs 
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of Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein. This chief, as well as others who proceeded 
on similar errands to different quarters, at the same time, returned at 
distant periods, crowned with victory, and loaded with spoil. 

In the former month of Rebbeia* of the six hundred and twenty 
seventh of the Ilidjerah, Ougt&i, accompanied bj' his brothers Tche- 
ghatai and Tuly, engaged in an expedition to complete the conquest 
of China; the emperor Altan Khaun, who continued to support his 
authority at Tayming, having probably about this crisis, evinced the 
design of recovering his hereditary dominions to the northward. When 
they had proceeded for some marches together, Tuly Khaun was de- 
tached with an advanced division of two tomauns, to enter (.’hina by 
the route of Tibet ; Ougtai in person, with the main body, taking the 
right hand, or perhaps more correctly, the direct road into thceneiny*s 
territory. The division underTuly Khaun appeared first before a city 
upon the Feramuran, or white, or perhaps yellow river, which after a 
siege offorty days, he succeeded in taking posssesion of. From thcnct', 
after exhibiting the customary scenes of pillage and slaugliter, he con- 
tinued his march towards the metropolis of Tayming. In the pass of 
Dutungfan Kehlika, (perhaps Kentacla) heappearstohavebeeii hemmed 
in by one of the Chinese generals, at th<* head of one hundred thousaml 
hi)rse ; after having been driven for sonic time on tlie way towards Klia- 
tai, or northern China. On this occasion, Tuly is descrihod to have 
had recourse to the mysterious iiifluenee of the Snug yeddah, or lapis 
imhrifer, to relieve him from his perilous situation; and this is said to 
have actually produced so proiligious a fall of snow, that tiie Chinese 
army, rendered incapable ol exi'itiou by the severity ottho coM, was 
for the greater part cut to pieces : thus, according to our author, though 
withoutexplainiug wherefore, exhibiting in another shape, thejudg- 
meiit anciently iiitlicted on the sinful countrymen ol' Lot. He that, 
however, as it may, the obstacles thrown in the way of Tuly Khaun 
on this occasion, appear for the present to have prevented the attack 
of Tayming ; since he must have immediately deviated from his ori- 
ginal course, to rejoin the main body of the army under Ougtai, who 
caressed him with iraternal kindness on his escape from his perilous 


* Januarj, February, 1*23Q. 
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expedition. KoutAlkft, or Kout6kou Hurreby, a commander of hi^’h 
distinction in the Moghul armies, was chosen upon this, to proceed 
with a powerful force to the reduction of the Chinese capital, and fi- 
nally to terminate the authority of Altan Khaun. 

Ougtai returned shortly afterwards to the YGrut, or seat ofhis an- 
cestors; but, his brother Tuly was seized with his last illness, and died 
on the march homewards, on tliis occasion. He was, as we have al- 
ready seen, the fourth sonof Jenguciz, theinseparablecompanion ofhis 
enterprises, and his faithful counsellor under the most difficult contin- 
gencies (jf his arduous career. He left eight sous ; four of whom, by 
the same mother, who was the daughter ofJankuor Tchangu. a Chris- 
tian prince, the brother of Oung Khaun. These were Mangfi, Koub- 
Ini, Arti kbhka, a id iJulauku Kliaun. The names of the otliers would 
be unimportant. 

In the mean time, Kontulku, the Moghul general, appeared before 
Tayming ; and was attacked, and del'eat>(l liy an immense multitude 
which issiK'd from the gates of that city. A report ofhis misfortune 
was conveyed to his sovereign without delay hy the general; and a 
reiiiforeeiiient, mimherless as the sands of the desart, was immediately 
dispatc hed to his aid. Hy this, Koutfilku was enabled to resume the 
wonted superiority ofhis nation, and, having soon afterwards beaten 
the Kliatavaii armies out of the fn-M, to invest the then metropolis of 
tln'CliiiK'se monarehy. Subdued by his apprelieiisioiis, Altan Kliaun, 
or lilt' prince who bore the title, embarked, in these, eirenmst.inces of 
his ea])ital, on the great river bv wliieii it was protected on one side ; 
and for the present wilhdrew from th-' d inger. Hut. being unceasingly 
pursued by the perseveiiii'g and indefatigable Moghuls, be was at list, 
shut u]> in one of liie remoter cities ofhis dominions, without the pos- 
sibilitvof further c'seapt’; am! there, cut otf from all hope of deliverance 
from the rancour of Ids enemit's, he took his final ivsolntion. Having 
seated one ofhis Kourteh 'is, or guards, on the throne of the Chinese 
monarchy, he dc'lihoratel} cast liiinself, together with his wives and chil- 
dren, into the bosom oftlie burning pile; in winch he was immediately 
consumed to ashes. According to others he put a period to his life and 
misfortunes hv hanging himsdf. '*'hc whole empire not long after- 
wards, submitted in consequence, to Koutulku; and prodigious riches 
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A. H. 681 - 38 . became, as might be well conceived, the lot of the victorious MoghAly; 

A. D. I2;i4-3C. when the triumphant conclusion of the undertaking was made 
H'dbeib-us- known to the imperial Ougtai, he hastened to provide for the security 
of the new government, by dispatching Mahmud Yelwauje, the Bokh- 
arian formerly adverted to as one of the ministers of Jengueiz, with a 
code of laws and orders for its permanent regulation. 

The complete subjugation of the Chinese monarchy, on the death of 
Altan Khaun, by the sons of Jengueiz, is here stated to have occurred 
in the former Juramaudy of the six hundred and thirty first of the 
- Ilidjerah ;* about sixyears and six monthsafter tiic demise of that great 

conqueror. In the course of the same year, Ougtai having erected for 
himself at Karakorum, a palace of extraordinary maiinificence, each of 
the Shahzadahs, and priin-ipal Anieirs proceeded to follow his example, 
by raising, contiguous to, and in tlie quaitcrs round it, superb and 
lofty struc tures, dec'orated with all the skill and excpiisite workman- 
ship, for which the artists of Kliatay and China, now as'semhled at the 
imperial residence, have ever been so justly celebrated. I’no years 
altenvards, namely, in thesix hundredand thirt\ third of the Ilidjerah,* 
his nephew Batii tin' son of J h jy, his own son tiuyiic:, or tiayu”', w’ith 
Alangu the son of I’nly, and Mimguoloury, and Paydaur, the sons of 
Tcheghatai, proceeded by the direetionsorOngtai to reduce* the several 
cenintries of Uusse, or Muscovy, rcliirkess, or Circ-assui, Bulghaur, 
north of lveptchauk,and lastly of Kashgl)ar. In a period of >,even yc.'ars, 
during which they were emplovi'd in these widely ext(‘nded(ipi*r.itions, 
they arc said to have been trium))htUit in evcTv quarter; returning at 
the expiration of tliat period, covered with glory to tlie court of Oug- 
tai ; and it was prolialdy during tliis expedition, wliieh took place be- 
tween the 12.Mith ami tlie 12-l;)d ofthe Christian lora, that Batu carried 
his ravages through Poland, and Moravia aud Jlung iry, to the banks 
01 1 be Danube. 

About the same period, the six hundred and tliirtv' tliird year of the 
Ilidjerah, an idlicer of the name of Argliun Aka, or Aga, ofllic tribe of 
Ouairat, brought up in the civil, or financial department ofthe army, 
and enrolled among the macelicarcrs of the court, was appointed to. 
tile goverunient of K horassaun. This nobleman, soon after his arrival 
• Februr.rj, A. D. f A. D. 123G. 
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in liis province, nndertook in one of his dispatches to describe to his 
fiovereipn, some faint outline of the melancholy desolation which still 
covered the territory of] Icrat. ThcheartofOugtai long inured, as hehad 
been, to the most dreadful scenes of havoc and blood, had by this time 
Ix'giin to expand to the sentiments of benevolence to which he was 
disposed by nature, lie became impressed with an earnest desire to 
restore from its ruins, that once splendid and beautiful city ; and gave 
orders that Ameir Kzz-ud-dein, the provost of the weavers, who with 
five liundriMl of his trade, had been I'ormerly transported into Tartarv, 
on the sul>nnssi()ii of the inhal)itants to Tuly Kliaun, should immedi- 
ately )M‘o(reed into Khorassaun ; aceompariie l by lilt v of his fellow ex- 
iles, (xpnssly charged to employ their utmost ex(.‘rtions in re!>uildiiig 
lie ir native place, and in le^torini* cultivation to llu' surroiindmg soli- 
tude. A M oi'hrd chief of the iiauK* of Kereik was their asscx'iate, v\ i tii 
a ])atent for the oe/V( ruinent of i ierat, and huUTs addi t'ssed to the |)eo- 
].!•' of Khorassaun in giunTal ;eidling iijion them to be ware of exhibit- 
iuLl the slmhtest lu glecT jii promoting the benevolent design. In tlie 
six liundred and lliirty sixth oi’ the Jlidjerab,* V'/.z-ml-dtdn and bis 
a'^-oeiates r< acle d Herat, and eommeiK'ed without tbday.and with tiei- 
utmost at'tivii}. the \\«:)k oi' r< storation. The oxi rlions of patnoi 

:il. and l>em voleiit po|i<-y, W(uv in a sliort time r<-eomi>ensed. 'I'be 
loiiL- l uneiitid (‘ity I’o-e again maje'^tie among rhc‘ nuns, and ra;)i»lly 
resu,;.<ul tlie reSi-m blaiKag at lea^t, of lier Ibrmer sUUehness, and extt'fi- 
.'!V*' pojmlation. 

Mairv cou'^iueMions and sti ik big proofs an* furtlu r relafed ofthecn- 
lafg' el uiid<‘istan(biig, l)enevnlt lit disposition, and exl(*iisive liberality 
of Ougiiii ; lent it w i!] be siulicient lV)r llu* design oi t.liO'^e pages to in- 
troduce tlu* twof< ll(o\ ing insiaiu'es; tin* first, as it reter? to tlu: extreme 
dread oilliimder a>eiib‘ d to the Moghuls, m the XXtli arlirle of the 
e(ule oi haws, exlii! nteii in \\\< hist >ry, by l)elaCn*oix : and tlie second, 
as it is ia‘ju’('srnted. on th.e •aiithoniv of the Ruu/ut-us-sulia, to have 
but a short time piec etied. ainl in somertspcct perhaps to have liast- 
cned his death. 

Hv a law of the Moghuls, tin* ;>t*(»ple are strictly prohibiicd from s:i- 
tiiug ill ihcir ponds and ri\ < rs. citiu'r to !>atho or ev(‘n wash tin ir hands ; 
Irom carrying w.drv in \cssei.s <.f gold or silver; and from spieadiu^ 
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their linen when washed, on the open plains to dry, during the day 
time, whether in spring or summer ; their coiintr}" being subject to 
dreadful thunder-storms from the commencement of the one season 
to the close of the other, and it being the national belief that all the 
above circumstances, (either by the exhalations produced in disturbing 
the waters, or some othercause unexplained) had a tendency toincrcase 
the violence, and frequency of those plicenomena. Hence, as Oiigtai 
and liis brother Tcheghatai, were one day on their return from a hunt- 
ing party, they came unexpectedly upon an unfortunate Mussulman 
while batliimj hiinseJf ; and I’chcghatai was proceeding to execute sum- 
mary justice, by putting him to instant death, when moved by an in- 
herent sentiment of conipassiim, Ougtai inttTCeded for the man. by 
stating that the day was far spent, and that he was not then at leisuii*. to 
inquire into the circnmstanc'es ol his ollence. IJe therefore suggestt cl 
the proprii*ty oi coiumitring him for that night, to the custody of Dunn- 
cshmuiid llajeb. one of the grooms of his hecbduimbi'r; and that it 
would be time enoiiuh to put tlu* law in forci‘ against him, on the foU 
Jowingday. 'rchegliatcU was prt'vailed upon lo agree to thisarrangeinent, 
and the man was accordingly <'onsigm‘d to the care of Dauneshnnind, 
who conveyed him to his own (piarters. Tiie same niglil, Ougt.'ii dis- 
patched a jierson in whom he could confide, to deposit a bah ^*!! ot sd- 
ver^ in that part of the river, in wliich tlu* man ha<i been found batiiing 
Rimself ; Idle another person was employed to instruct the (h-lin- 
qnent, A\hen lu' sliould l>e brought the next day for tri.d, to alh'gi? in 
cxttmuatioii, tliat l>eing a man in iiuligeni circuinstances, and all his 
wealth comprised in a single bidesh ot silver, lie was ovcrcoine liV 
his aj)pre!ieiisioiis of losing it, when he j)(.‘reei vt'd iiiniseli suddenly sur- 
rounded liy a strange body of cavalry ; and that he tlierctbrc plunged 
into the stream wIktc lie had hidden it. 

Next morning, in conformity with the directions ofTcheghatai, naun- 
csliminid conducted his prisontjr totlie presence of Ougtiii ; where, to 
the ipiestions put to him, as to the. iiiotiv(?s by which he had been ac- 
tuatedto\ iolaU lhc known lawsol theempire, be inadethcMi ply in whieli 
lie bail licen prm’ionsl\ instructed ; and sonu' of tlie attendants were 
ordered to the spot, rf» search for this obvious proof of his truih or faisc- 

^ A coin of tlicvaiii- .<• about fo.ir ; tlio balesh of gold being of the \\<iglit of 

#iglil mc'thkulb^ anJ tv^o Uauu.^ah'', ciuli lauhkai c<i: nieskal/eqiiui to a dram and a hulf. 
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hood. The b&lesh was found, in the same place in which it had been 
deposited, and laid before the monarch. On this Ougtki proceeded to 
declare, that he did not conceive there existed a human being who could 
deliberately venture to set his laws at defiance; and that this wretched 
creature, smarting under the excess of poverty and want, had therefore 
probably beeninducedto risk hislifelorthe preservation of asingle piece 
of silver. Then directing ten more pieces to be added to the original 
balesh, he gave the whole to the Mussulman ; and dismissed him, with 
a caution to beware in future, of committing himself by a similar 
transgression. 

1 he next instance exhibits a similar trait of benevolence, combined 
villi a strong tincture of superstition. A Moghul shepherd had the 
gre.iti'r part of his flock destroyed, in the course of a single night, by the 
savage depredations ofawolf; and he ventured on the morning which 
fcilowed, to deserilie to the imperial Oiigtai, the cruel mischief by 
vhicli he had been thus stripfied of his properly. Tlie monarch de- 
sired him to console himsi lf, for that the destroyer must soon be taken. 
It so happened that a baud of wrestlers, or athletir, wMio were travelling 
from Kliorassaun to exhibit tbeir performances at the court of Ougtui, 
Siiould siue the volf, and biug it with I'.iem into the presence of that 
iiu .lareh. Assigning to the atldeUc a reward of one thousand balesh, 
Ouglai sent tor the shepherd ; and telling liim, that the death of the 
Avoii eould avail but little to repair bis hjsst's, at tlie same lime made 
liim a p rest 111 of one tl.ousaiid sht<p, and set the ferocious marauder 
•at large : hut some gre\ hounds which lay on the watch, immediately 
t >re the wolf to ifuees. Tlie Kaan a])poared considerably disturbed 
liN the lattereireuniManee ; muias a sort of retaliation fur blood, causing 
the dogs to be al^o (!* stro\i d, retired to h:s pavilion under extreme 
di ■piV'Siou of mind. 'I'o bis courtiers lie explained, that perceiving in 
li'insi lfsoine strong synipton s of apjiroaching dehility, and decline of 
bealtli. he bad conceivetl the id a that by rescuing some Irving crea- 
ture iianii the .jaw s of doal h, In a. eu might in compensation lie ilisposed 
to t-rolong his lile. Hut, since th.e w oh hadnot heeii permitted toeseape, 
it was manifest that the propitiation was rejected, and that he must 
shorilv prepare, to flu-. liis e<.>n.ii‘Cture provi*d wadi louiuh'd. Not 
luan \ da\'s cjaspetl belore he was ,"oiifineii to the lied ol sickiies; and he 
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A. H. 630-42. expired sTiortly afterwards, justly lamented by his subjects, some time 
A. p. 1242-44. in the six hundred and thirty ninth of the.Hidjerah, after a n ign of 
tiabeib-us- about thirteen years. 

From an inspection of the map, it will not be disputed that Oiigtai 
was possessed of the greatest monarchy that ever appeared on earth ; 
since he was paramount sovereign of all the countries from the southern 
limits of China to the mountains of Irak Ajem, extending from the 
forty seventh, to the hundred and twentieth degree of longitude, and 
from the twenty second to tlie fittieth degree of north latitude. 

(Ii’Yrc, or Gayoi'c Khauii, thasc>noft)iigtai, second of the inor- 
arcdjs of Karakornin and Kalhran, of the race of Jeno-iiei/. 

In tlie zenith of liis pow(T, Ougtai is desciilx cl to have declared his 
eldest son Koiiteliii by Turakeina Kliatiin, heir apparent to hi^^ va‘^t 
possessions ; but that prince d\ in^ belon? fiis father, his son Jsheirjmiun, 
an infant, was in his stead nomiiiatt d to the snecession. 'J’liis minor, 
Guyvg Khatn. dealliuf Ougtai, liis uTaiidniotlierl'uraki'ina. thecoininon mother 

11(1 of tlie siK’tH A- of ail the children of the deceased monarch, ])hu‘(Ml upon tin' tlirom'of 
iors of Jtiigufi/, Mogliids, taking iipou hersell‘ the arduous task ot administering m 

his behalf llieaifairs of the empire ; and, by her ronsumniati' skillam! 
sagacity, as well ashy a seasonable disiributii)n c)f lavors and n'u.utls, 
succeeded in |)rodueing a tem]>orarv submission to In^r p(over. m the 
armies, and the peo|)le in general. 'J'he dowager had, however. al)f>nt 
her person a lernale captive of thenan)(' of i'alinui, a native' ot I uss;*, 
or Mnsli-hed-omukodsalK who possessed her confidence in a j)re-(‘- 
ininent degree, and whom sin* consulied in the most seert't concerns of 
lier government. I'his imprudent preference excited, in many of tin* 
Ameirsand priindpal officers of tlie court, a spirit of j('ah)usy and envy 
towards its olyect, that, at a convenient oi)[K)rtunity, did not fail to dis- 
closi. itselt. 

At the expiration of about three years, during which the destinn s 
of the ulons. or fariiily ot .Icngueiz, coiitinuedat the diserc’tion of I'lir- 
akeina, Guyug khauu returned to Karakorum, from the expedition in 
which he li nJ hc'cii ••ntoiged auain-st Circassia, and tlie territory of Bill, 
ghaur. With all his pc»wcr, lie decline d however for the present, to as- 
suuK tlie imp'Tjal r Ulh.oritv; which he left, to In- exiMciscd unimp'^in d, 
in the hands of his mother. In the mean time, that princess had dis- 
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patched to every quarter of the empire, to summons the different chiefs 
subordinate totheJenc^jiizian succession, tothejjener.il assembly which 
she was about to convene at the imperial residence. A numerous con- 
course, composed of the princes, nobility, and most distinguished 
orders of natives, from every part of the vast territory between the fron- 
tiers of Syria and Keptchauk, and the utmost limits of China, .with the 
exception only of Jiutu the sonof Jujy, who was hostile to the inter- 
ests of Cjiiyng Kliann, accordingly met at Oordu, or OiirdnbiiJigh, the 
dosiirnation iVequently given to Karakorum, as the city ofthc Ourdii, 
or imperial ciicampmont;wliiroi tier] Hired ail cqui [mien toft wo thousand 
iriit-^, w itli a va.st provision of every article ofsubsislancc and luxury, to 
accoinmodatc, and entertain the variegated and sidondid multitude. 

AV lu ll the diet, by the presence of those who were destined to form 
it, appeared coirijilete, the Khaims, and principal inemliers of the im- 
pel lal fiinily [>roc,cedcd to dctcnuiiie, winch of the individuals of the 
I, ICC of Ouutai, ilicy should [lermaiu'iilly invest with the supreme 
yioucrraml. as it was now perceived that Koiilan, the son of that 
niouareli, ua.s incapacitated by some personal infirmity, and his <rraiid- 
nmii >iie. iiaiuuu by cluldbootl, from the adeipiate exercise of the fiinc- 
liOiis of imperial aiitliority, ami the dowager I'lir ik- i'la, as well as 
S. \ iiikoiikli iiv,tlie widow of I nly Khaun. were liotli m favor of the 
• iaiiiiN oi'linvug, the other br.mclics of the imp>‘rial stock, and more, 
jiowt rl'ni Nii\;uis, ware without imieli di/Henlty broiioiit to coiiieide. 
(uivng IvliaLiii.in the latter Uebbeia of the six hundred aiul forty third 
of the I Inljerali,* and at the moment imlicated Ijy the astroloecrs, was 
aecordinulv seated on the throne of the Kaaiis. with the cnstoinary 
furmalitus; his cousin german Maiign, the sou of l'nly Khaiin. liold- 
iinr him bv the right; and another of the august familv of .len^nei/, 
bv the left hand. 1 his was followed by a liberal flisplay of mimifi- 
ceiice, on the part of the new sovereign, and Iiy several days of festivity 
and lajoicing ; after which, it was found exiu-dieiit to investigate with 
some severity, the occurrences which had taken place since the de- 
mise of the late Kuan. 

It has been already noticed that a Khorassannian fcmaK. bv Ikt in- 
fluence with the dowager Turakema, had remiereil liersell' extremely 
■* Septtiuiber A. D, ,12 45 — Kliolau^sut-ul uklibanr. 
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obnoxious to some of the great officers of the empire ; whose jealousy'' 
she had excited by availing herself of her favor with her mistress, to 
interpose in the affairs of government. While their attention was 
engaged in solemnizing the installation ofGuyug Khaun, his brother 
Koutan, or Goutan, became dangerously disord(M*ed; and one of the 
dissatisfied Niiyans contrived to persuade him, that his distemper was 
the effect of witchcraft, or sorcery on the part of Fitima. The weak 
prince, on his journey homewards, dispatched a message to inform his 
brother accordingly, that the disorder under which he languished, had 
been produced by the diabolical practices of the Persian favorite; and 
expressing a confidence, that if the result was fatal to his cxistenci*, 
the sorceress would not bo suffered to escape the piinishinent due to 
her crimes. Not long afterwards, the death of Ivoutan was actually 
tiniiotinced ; and Tcheighai, one of the generals, who had acquired an 
unbounded influence in the councils of the emperor, became extremely 
urgent, that the matter might be made the subject of immediate, and 
serious scrutiny. A letter was upon this conveyed to Tiirakt'ina. irom 
the emperor her son, requiring that Fatima might be sent to his pre- 
seiiee. Thedovvagor, on various pretences, at first eluded the demand ; 
but the emperor becoming more peremptory in bis applications, sii<* 
was ultimately constrained to deliver up her favorite : and, as that 
juinecss died in the course of a very llnv days, the investigation ot the 
charge against Fatima, was prosecuted witli unmiligating severity. 
At last, by keeping her for several days exposed in a state of hunger 
raid nakedness, and otherwise menacing her with punishments still 
more aggravated, they finally succeeded in extorting from her a coii- 
ji's.siou of her guilt ; and this iiinoceut and defenetdess female was there- 
upon condemned to suffer immediate ex*‘ciitioii. 

It was next discovered, that stmio time previous to the arrival of 
{ iuviig khaun at Karakorum, Ounj, orOutchakein, or Outakeiii Niiy- 
rai, the biother of Jeiigueiz mentioned in a former p'age, and the aged 
sire of eighty sons and grandsons, had approached tliesHuie metropolis, 
with acknon lodged views on the sovereign authority. And, as in the 
course of the investigatioii which tallowed, the venerable chief appears 
either not to have disavowed or at least to have made but a slight ex- 
ertion to exculpate himself of the design, several ol his principal foU 
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^o\\*crsw^irc condetnnetl to atonewith theirlivcs, fortheoflFenco ofthoJr 
leador. The Moghul and Tartar chiefs, who had met at Karakoriiin 
fertile purpose of attending the general diet, were now dismissed to 
their respective governments : and the agents oFseveral of the jiow’crs, 
still stilTered to exist in Turkestaun, and Persia, and other parts of Asia^ 
took their leavcatthesainc time, loaded with honors and rewards, while 
others were treated with extreme disdain and indignity. Among the 
former we find iiKMitioned the gv)vernor of ILileb, or Aleppo, tlie bro- 
ther of the Std.jhkian Sultan ol' Hum, or Anatolia (Key Kliossrou lid) 

ho received a patent of distinction, with a magnificent Kludaut, or 
dress oi lioiior. A message of sc'vcre reproof was. on the other liand,dis- 
palclnal to tlie Khalil’ of liaglidad (Ld Mustaussem l/lllah), in conse- 
qni*nce of some comjilaint transmitted against him, by Sludraumun, the 
son of vlermauLiliLui Xuyan, then employed at the head of the Moghul 
troops in Persian Irak. 

At the pcrioil iinchn’ eonsideralion. we an* informed that Ivedaiik,and 
and Teheighat, the former Atabek. or [ireceptor, or governor of (.Jh\ ug 
Kbaun. and the latter Ameir-ul-umra. premier grandee, and lieuu iiant 
gimeral of his annii's, were both cllrl-^tialls ; aiut, that by perpetually 
hohling up to tlie admiration of tlunr soven‘ign, its doctrines, tboso 
inr n .it 1 ist snei'eeded in leafling him, to evinee a dt'ciiled pr('ft*renee in 
favor o fine reliaioii wliieli t In-y professed. I fence, the w liole influenee of 
the jovi rnim iit Ik ing(*x<’rt(‘d to promote, and encourage the clii istians, 
tlu*\ Hocked in great ii umbers to the court of the K aan. while t heir ad ver- 
sarii s, the disciples oftlu* Koran. experienced tluMnost mortuyiiie aiul 
degrading ilepression, from the predi^Jininane*'* of tiunr detested rivals; 
it b(‘ing indeed ri'pri'Sen ted, according to our author, that no M ussnlniaii 
dnist venture even to address [limstdf toa Christian iti .iii eK vati d tone 
of voice. In this crisis of iluir prosperity, the Christians are accnsiHi of 
having obtained, tlirongh the medium of the two ministers, Kedauk and 
Tcheighai, a decree for the emasc illation ofe very M a horn medcU},throngh- 
oiit the empire of Guvug Ivhaiin ; but one of their leading men, wlnle 
bearing from the court of the monarch the obnoxious decree, for the 
purposeof announcingit, lieingfiercely assailed by the dogs in tliestrcet, 
lh('> sci:ced him by, and tore to pieces tin* very organs, ot’which ho was 
preparing to bereave iheadverse sect. Ajudgnn*ut sostrikuigdeierred 
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Habcib us- names of those, over whom they had so rocentlv, and haughtily 
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j)resuiried to domineer. 

Such a statement as the above might load us to a belief, that the 
Prester John of Asia, the problematical Christian sovereign so much 
spoken of in tlui lattcu' end of the twelfth, and booinning of the 
tliirteenth century, is to be sought for in tiuyng Khauii, the second 
of the successors of Jengueiz, and tlie subject of the present article ; 
who had probably accjuircd apretty intimate knowK dgeof cliristianity^ 
during the expeditions in which he was for several yt^ars engagt'cl, on 
the borders of Circassia, and the Hussian te rritories. The characti r 
Ij-as however, perhaps on better grounds, been by others assigm'd to 
OiingKhaun, the sovereign of the Keraeits; whose brotlnM* Tehane, u , 
or Jaunkii, the father of Seyhrkonkteny lleiggy, and maternal grand- 
father, of .Mangu, Kuhlai, and ilulanku Kaans, is exf)ressly acknow- 
ledged to have beeiia Christian. On thispoint, tin* anthorof th' s^ pag(\s 
< ontesses his incoiiqu tencc to giveaiv opinicju. llti will only presume 
to remark, that the resemblance is more striking in (iu\hg Kliann and 
his government, than he has been aide any wIumv else to diNrovcr, in 
llio eourse of his reseandies in Persian history. 

N ol long at t('r he had vindicated liisrdainis toihesnecessirm.and inorlicr 
respects linnly established Ins authority, (iiiyug Khann iletermimvl on 
an excursion n-estward, to visit the territoiit^s on the Jeylihn : ami he 
accordingly departed from Ourdiibrdigh, at the ln‘ad of his army, and 
amtompanii tl by every requisite for pledsiLn?, or recreation, in the con- 
cluding year of his life. Contrary to the praetice exhibited by his 
trtnnendoiis [)rogenitor, every city, and town, vvhiehlay in the dire(‘tiou 
of his inarch, experieuc(*d on this of'casion, eitln^r from his trt'asnrv 
or his wardrobe, the most extensive proofs of a bounteous and munin- 
<*ent (h>|)osition : but, continues our author, the splendorol the imperial 
standard had no sooner shed the lustre of its beams on the te rritory of 
^^amaikand, than liis progress, like that of all of mortal kind, was sud- 
denly arrested by the band of death ; about the latter llehheia of the 
six Ijuiidred and forty fourth of the liidjerah,* afOT a short reign of 
one year. 


•August A. D. 1240. 
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In spite of the inveterate prejudices of the Malioimnedaii writers, 
they are constrained to acknowledge, that in the justice of his admin- 
istration, in the paternal care vvitli which he laboured to promote the 
welfare and prosperity of his people, and in his extensive and universal 
l)(*nevolenee, he closely iiiiitateil the illustrious example of his father. 

Mangu Kaan the sonofTuly Khaun, third ofthe inonarchs of Kar- 
akorum and Kaluran, ofthe race of Jengneiz. 

When the life of (uiyhg Khaun thus unexpectedly terminated in 
the neighborhood of Samarkand, the fabric of that stupendous ]>owcr, 
which had been i rccted l)y the taU iits and prowess of Jengueiz, l)egan 
to give way to lliespiiit oi'discon! ; wliich at this period seems to have 
niort‘ eh‘aily manifested itself in the final sejiaration of many ot the 
j/rinces of tlie iinin rial blood, each with difierc'iit views and projects 
(it’ .uiibilion, llieir ri'specti V(.^ governments. I>ut of all the pruices of 
the rac'e of Jeiiguei/ who fhnirislied at the same crisis, JJatii or ii.itui, 
the son oi’Jujy Khaun, the sovc^rei^n ofthe houndJess [>lains on the 
\'olga, and !}or\ "t heiies, on whom the I'artars liave conferred tlic title 
ofSaein Kh inu, snrpa-.'ied \u the iingni fieeiice of Ids court ami thegran- 
dt nr of los power. lu(!ei>endent of ihesi* grounds, he might neverihe- 
iess, ii^th( r'*pn-*entalive ol tlie i Ider branch ofthe family, have pro- 
( M'di'd wilhoiil materially ineiirn’iig tiie iin])Iieation of arroganc'S to 
< xervM', * t!ie pi i\ liege ot’ u hieh lu‘ now availed liimself. b) demand in 
K( ptehank, ihepri’^em'eof the w iiolc ol’l lu* >ha hzadahs of t he kindred of 
denum 1 / , the nio^t ])owerfnl -of liie N iiyaiis, and other c.hiel tains oi’the 
?d(>ghh[ tiil)e-; in order to ^e::t on the throne, that indiviflnal whom 
tlu'V coiieelvrfl most woi i liy oi’ tiie imperial dignitv. Some ofthe 
princes, howi vc r, vioIeiitiN opposed this usurp Ltiiui ofpower; contend- 
ing that tiie legitimate ahode ('1 the Jeng'ui/ian authority. b(Mng at Kar- 
akorum, a/|oiirn(’y to Kf pleliauk, was on tlieir part as unnece ssary, as 
it was subversive of t'sta!»Iis!ied ])reeedent- At the same linn', many 
tlioiiglit it jirudent to apjiear i)\ their re|)resenlacives, wiule others 
prO(’etaled inperscjii to a'^sist at the diet thus con voked in !ve[»tc!iauk. 
Among the latter clas*=, iniUiem'-d by the counsels ot’ his mother, 
Se\ liikonklc ny iielggy the daugiit< r of rcliaiigu, or daunkh, tlic bro- 
lluT of tJnng Kliaiin, liy religion a (7///V//uy/, and a woman ofsingular 
liluM-ality, talents and virtue, was Mangu ilicbon of d'h!\ Khaun ; wlioax. 
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she persuaded, however the majority of his hinsmen seemed disposed 
to tlio contrary, to hasten, accompanied by ids brothers to the presence 
of his kinsman Batu. hlanjju experienced from the Khaun of Kep- 
tchaiik theinost flattering reception, that prince affecting lo discover in 
his countenance the most evident indications of an exalted destiny ; 
and immediately declaring, that of all the princes of the blood of Jeu- 
gueiz, this young man* a|)peared to him the best qualified to succeed 
to the sovereign power. And, in this opinion, most of those present 
being brought to concur, Batu without further debate put off his tiara, 
and his girdle from his waist, and on his bended knee proceeded on the 
spot to do homage to his kinsman. It was then determined, that in the 
course of the ensuing year, Mangii should be solemnly enthroned in 
the presence ofageneral diet of the stati's of tin' emiure, tobeeonvened, 
forthat purpose, at the uli'ighyurut or imperial re'sidence ol KAiakorum. 

Soon afterthis, Batu dispatched hisbrothcr Berkah Oghi'il, with Bouka 
Teymur and a great army, to conduct the Kiraii elect to the metropolis 
of Kaluran,and to secure the general acknowledgement of his authority. 
Here, in pursuance of their plan, they proceeded on their arrival toeir- 
ciilatc to the different parts of the empire, letters to expedite the meet- 
ing of the Kuriltiu, or general convention ; but, as the aiTangemeiils 
for adjusting the succession were openly disapproved of by Beissu- 
menka tlie son of Tcheghatid, by Sheirauinnn the son of Kutelu'ii, and 
by Batu Oghiil the son of (iuyug Khaun, they peremptorily refused to 
obey the summons; declaring that thcbloodofOugtai was alone worthy of 
the imperial dignity ; and conveying at the same time, by their res- 
pective agents, to the Saein Khann a formal protest against the as- 
sumption which he had exercised, in thus disposing of the sovereign 
power. These obstacles produced in the final determination of the 
diet, a delay of nearly four years ; and Berkah Oclu'd becoming at length 
Weary of the tedious suspense, wrote to his brother, requiring further 
instructions, in what manner to proceed, in order to bring the matter 
in which he was engaged to a favorable termination. He was direeted 
in reply, to seat his cousin Mangh on the throne of .Tengiieiz, without 
regard either to the assent or dissent of the Shazadahs ; and to strike 


'At tliis period be might be about two ortLree and thirty. 
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off the heads of those who persisted in opposing the measure. This 
hastened the point to a decision. Mangu Kaan was enthroned with- 
out further delay, and with the usual formalities, in the presence of 
those who had long since concurred in his elevation ; and he gave on 
the day of his accession a strong proof of his universal benevolence, by 
extending the effects of it, as far as possible, even to the brute creation, 
whichon that day he entirely exempted both from labour and slaughter.* 

The family of Ougtai Kaan, and the Shahzadahs adverse to the suc- 
cession of Mangu, were in the mean time forming a conspiracy to sub- 
vert his power; and ibr that ])nrpose were clandestinely approaching 
the imperial residence, aecoiTip.inied by a number of waggons secretly 
loaded with arms. An attendant of the Kaan’s, in search of a stray 
c um 1. falling however, unexpectedly, upon the camp of the malcon- 
teiitM, became acquainted with the tiesign in agitation, and hastened 
to convey the inti lligeiice to his sf)vtreign. Mengasaur Nuvan, one 
of the imperial generals, with a body of two thousand horse, was iin- 
inediaiel,\ detaclied to tlirow' hiins ll in the way of the Shahzadahs, 
and to u'^certain the truth of the report. This chieftain sncceeded in 
siirrcnimfmg the c.uv.p of tin; conspirators, erne morning, before he 
.’onld l>e observed : and sent to inloim the princes that their intenti- 
ons had i)een i . jsresented at court, in such colours, that in order to 
remove tlie niifavorabie impression, it behoved them to appear wiili- 
oe.t dela\' in tli\' ]u\'sen( e ol the emperor. Sheiramim and his associ- 
ates, w lien tlaw ivcovered troiu the first moments of surprise, solemnly 
jnotested th. l tin ii design in ajqiroaching the metropolis, w as actuated 
bv the mo-t inimeent, if not the purest motives; and with these as- 
surances imninling their Imrst s, accoinpaiiiccl the general without lies- 
italion to tlie jin-setice of Manga. After I'lilertaining them with 
Mimjituoiis hospitality Ibr a period of three days, tliat monarch pro- 
ceeded in persem on the fourth day, to examine! into the truth of the 
facts alleged against them. The guilt of the Shahzadahs w as snlBci- 
cully sniist.inliated ; and Kcd.avik, the Christian minister recently ad- 

* Fill* oiif* wrcK Mnith the fosti\ities of llic iiistiilhition continurd on 

this ot riidon, l! e ol is said to Jjiive aiir^unlcfl to 

goii or cJil tinre liuiulied !i: r-scs and oxen, ujkI two Ihoiisaud sliccp, 
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A. H. 649-51. verted to, who had held the most distinguiahed employments, both 
A. D> 1351-53. under Ougtai, and Guydg Khaun, together with seventy thousand 
Habcib-us- individuals concerned tn leading the princes astray, suffered by the 
sword of the executioner. 

Having thus set his mind at rest, with regard to those w'ho were 
hostile to his authority, ManguKiian now dismissed the pri rices Uerkah 
Oghul, and }3uka Teymur, with suitable presents, and aekriowledge- 
mentsof their important services, to his kinsman IJiitii. I’he govern- 
ment of the eastern provinces of the empire, including the conquered 
part of China, tor it does not yet appear to have been entirely subdued, 
was rr)ntinucd to Mahmud Yclwanje; w'hile the son of tliat minister, 
MCissaoud Beg, was invested with the ^’izi£aunlt of'l'ransoxiana. The 
great provinces of Khorassaun, Irak Ajein, and Azerbayjaim, were 
assigned in pennanence to ArghCin Khaun; wlio was accompanied, 
unfortunately, by Shurf-ud-dein, a Khaurezmian scribe, or notary, of 
the most arbitrary and unprincipleil character, as commissioner to su- 
perintend the collections. By an ordinance issued under tin* antlio- 
rity of Mangn Kaan, a levy of four thonsaud balesli had been fixed 
on ihcse provinces, as a composition for arrears of tribute : and tlie 
Khaurezmian, immediately on his arrival, emplovi d his son to exaet 
from the inhabitants ten dinanrs, for every one, of the antliori/.od con- 
tribution ; and his scheme of opjiression was prosecuted with such 
unrelenting obduracy, that these noble provinces were age in soon de- 
solated by the ordinary train of distn ss and dis|)ersion. 

Theanthorit^ of Mangn had, at the same time, not long been consolidated 
on a basisofsecnrity.and the aflairsofTurkestaun, of the country of the 
MoirKuls, and the territory on the Oxus, finallv terminated to Ins . satis- 
faction, when, about the six hundred and fifty first of the fliiljerali, in 
consequence of some statements which reached him, through Kauzy 
Shums-ud-deiti the Kazvciiiian, relative to the usurpations oftlie seliis- 
matiral zealots of'Almowut, and to the pride and arrogance ot the Kha- 
lif Mustausseni. he resolved todispatch his brother llulaukn, into the 
provinces of the Persian empire. This circumstance would lead us 
immediately within the natural limits of our design ; but as it might 
be unsatisfactory to. dismiss the history of the nionarchsofKfirakorum, 
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however brief, in a manner so abrupt, we shall intreat the indulgence A. H. 651-53. 
of the reader, to the completion of the series. A. D. i2.»3-5 5. 

Having sent Hillauku to secure and extend his dominions westward, Habeib-us- 
the views of MangA Kkan were next directed to the final subjugation 
of China ; and for this enterprise he selected his brother Kublai, pro- 
posing to follow in person at a convenient period. An embassador was 
however employed in the first instance, ason former occasions, to re- 
({uire that the Fiighfur, or monarch of that great country, whose name 
is stated to have been Tclioukan, perhaps Tchoukang, should ackiiow. 
ledge himself trilmtary to the Moghul. Hence it would appear, that 
the Tartar compicsts had not previously extended beyond the northern 
part of China. Otherwise it would be difiicult to account for the high 
sounding and indignant rej)ly of the monarch; in whicij the a nhass i- 
dor is charged to inform his masti.'r, tint the limits of the land wliieh 
acknowledged his authority, far transcended the measure of tlie iin i- 
giiiatioii, and that the number of Ids armies was only cxc'ed-'d by t'l it 
of thv* drops in llie ocean ; tint if the Moghul valuetl tlic pennanence 
of his |)o\v( r, he would confine hi.nself to the ti-rritorv already sn'*- 
p et to his authority, but beware of preei|)itating himself and Ids 
])i f>ple, into an abyss of trilmlatiou aiul sorrow, of which he could form 
no conception. 'I'his proud message furnished fresh stimulus to the 
anddtion ofMan^u ; and, in the six hundred and fitly third* of the Uivl- 
lei ih, he acconlingly ap]»roael'eil the Chinese frontier, at the head of 
an army ot sixty toinauns, or six hundred ihousaii J men. When he 
reached the hanks of the Feriimiii, probably the Teramuraii, or yellow 
river, be caused the unfonun.vte Slu iraumuh, the gramlsoii of Ougtvd, 
and Khanjah Oghiil,and llafii, the sons of ijii aig Ivliaun, to be cd->t 
into that river, and drowned On the frontiers of ulteriorCldiia, alter 
evincing his prowess, and the superior foree ofhis arms, in tln^ subju- 
gation of numerous citii'S ainl plaees of smaller importance, his career 
was at last arrested oy a fortified mountain of prodigious height and 
circuit, and furnished, in the utmost abundance, with every requisite 
for sulisistance and defence, 

Thisformidableposl was immediat*'lv invested by the M'xghul armies; 
and a siege commenced which, notwithstanding their utmost activity 

♦ A. D. ;255. 
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and exertion, they found themselves foiled in every attempt to brirrjr 
to a successful termination — winter and spring elapsed without either 
a cessation to their labours, or any reasonable prospect of the reduction 
of their adversaries’ impregnable position : and the heats of summer, 
bringing with them a pestilential disorder, swept off the besiegers in 
alarming numbers. In these circumstances, and in the belief that it 
would enable him to escape the contagion, Mangu KSan had recourse 
to frequent and protracted inebriety ; but he found it in vain to con- 
tend, or temporise with his destiny. The contagion at last readied 
him, and after eight days illness conveyed him to his grave, some time 
in the course of the six hundred and fifty fourth of the llidjerah. 

Kubla, or Ki:blai Kaan, the son of Tiily Khann. fourth of the 
inonarchs of Karakorum and Kaliiran, of the race of .lengueiz. 

At the period of his brother’s d 'atli, this prince was employed in the 
northern part of China, or Khatai, of which he probably held tlieu'o- 
vernment ; and in consequence of the dissensions which now prevailed 
among the descendants of Jengueiz, did not succeed in establishing Ins 
authority until some lime in the six hundred and fifty eighth of the 
llidjerah. On his departure for the Chinese expislition, Mangh Kaaii 
had consigned the protection of the iinjicrial residence of Kar.ikoruin 
to his second brother, Artekliouka. Hence on tin' demise of .Mangu. 
that prince had an opportunity of asserting Ins elanu to the sovereign 
dignity ; wliich he determined tosnpporthy immediate hostililicsagainst 
his elder lirolher Kiihlai. In three great battles, which took placi* lie- 
tween the rival brothers, Artekhouka was beaten in the two first, luit 
victorious in the last ; and Kuhlai, yielding to his adverse fortune w ith- 
drew into Khatai. Hut, by one ol‘ those unlooked for vicissitmles so 
frequent in the events of human hfo, the power of Artekhouka being 
destroyed inacontest with Al«huKhaun,thcTcheghatayan moiiareh of 
Almauligli, that prince became a siqipliant for the protection of the 
brother whom be had so mortally injured ; and to whom he now made 
a voluntary surrender of his person. The empire of Karakorum with 
the entire of the dominions of .lem^ueiz, became thus ultimately and 
pel nianently nested in the handsoflvi'ihliti ; who punished his brother by 
confining him to a narrow enclosure, or wall of Arabian thorns inter- 
woven, ill w hicli he perished tit the expiration of a twelve-mouth. 
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Soon after he had finally established his power, Kfibl&i determined to 
resume the designs of subjugation against the Chinese territory ; of 
"whieh, after a succession of campaigns he ultimately rendered himself 
complete master. In Kliatai, not far from Tchcngdu, the ancient me- 
tropolis of the Khauns, we find that he now proceeded to erect the ce- 
lebrated city called by the Moghids Khaunlji^ligh, (orCambalu,) the 
Pekin of the moderns, within a square, of which each face is descri!)ed 
as four farsangs, or leagues in length ; and moreover, that he connected 
his new metropolis, by a canal of forty days’ journey in length, with 
the Zeytoun, here said to be the river which forms the boundary l)e- 
twecn Cliiha and Ilindustaun. It was probably tlie Chailom or 
of which name there appears a river in the maps, about tli.it 
distance, west-south-west of Pekin, lie thus formed with that remote 
jieninsula, a communication whieii led into the heart of IChatui ; the 
merchants of India bringing the prodiic*' of their country, in vessels 
alui!;' thiMMiial, to the very eentro of K haiinbaligh, which, in the lapse 
of a very siiort time, became a most jrojnilous and fionrishing city. 

'I'lie death of Kublvii Kuan appears to have taken place ahont th.'six 
liundred and ninety third of the llidjerah,* when he had attained to 
the age of eights three, and after a reign of five and thirty vears. lie 
li-fl a progeny o)' twelve sons, 

I ky. MCI!, entitled Ouljaylu KHan, the grandson of KuMai, and fifth 
of tlie moiiarehs of Karakorum, of the race of Jengneiz. 

While he was yet in possi'ssion of health and power Kiiblai had pub- 
liclv declared his son Jeimkeim, lu'ir to the throne of .lengimi/. ; hut 
th;it piiiici- living before his father, the succession wms settled on his 
son Tevmnr, notless disiiiiguished for his failings, tlian for his love of 
justice. At the period of his father’s death, Teymur was absent ou 
the borilers of western Tartary, superintending the eipdpineiit ol tlie 
armii’s about to be employed against Shalizadah Keydu ; an able and 
warlike priiiec, one of the grandsons of Ougtai Kaan, who bad recently 
becomeextremely formidable in that quarter. Tlie mother of Teymur, 
however, took charge of the government in the absence of her son ; 
and dispatched Nausser-ud-deiii AbA Bukker, entitled, Siunau, and 
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sometimes Beyan Kinjan,* (one of the four ministers ofTinance of the 
deceased monarch, and a descendant of Seyud Ajel of Bokhara) go- 
vernor of the Chinese province of Karatchang, in the reign of Manga 
Kaan, to hasten his return to the capital. The prince proceeded vvitl^- 
out delay, on intelligence of this event, towards Khaunbuligh, which 
he reached some time in the six hundred and ninety fourth of the 
Ilidjerah. He was immediately enthroned, by the whole of tln^ Shall- 
zaclahs, and Nuyans, or principal nobility on the spot, with tlie title 
of OuljaytL). or Ooljaytu Kaan, and gave ample display to thesci*iies 
of festivity, and to the munificent lihorality, usually exhibited ou si- 
milar occasions. Among those to whom he continued thedi.:mlies and 
appointments lield under his graiulfatlier, he particularly di>.riiu;*uislied 
the Mahomim'dan ininist(‘r Saman Kinjan rc'ccmtly advertial to, whose 
power and respectability he considerably advanced; whom in allmit- 
ters of revenue ho directed to beimjdieitly olieyc cl ; and who retained 
by his sovereiirn’s ex[)re<s instructions, thesim ;»le dr sivruatiou of 
father and grandfather, fhe govcTiinnmt oi‘ Ivarakoruin, 

undofthe patrimonial inheritance of Jen'jU(‘i/,he consigned tohis idilt i' 
brother Kuiidai, and that of Seiukont, toliis ronsin gi'rman Ala ndali 
Oiihul, another of the grandsons of Knhlai Kaaii. 

The war with Shahzaduh Keydu, which had gradually assumed tlic 
most alarming aspect, was i ntrusted to the management of Ivouktidifo 
the son of Kouz (jurekaii ; the imperi il residtnice being at this time', to 
allappoarance, permaiu nlly transferred to tin' iiewcity of Ivliauiilialigh. 
It has been already intimated that reyinhr Kaan was the slave of par- 
ticular failings ; and it is now recorded to his praise, that all the atten- 
tion \vhich he rould sj>are from his intemperate indulgences, was eii- 
iirtly devoted to repress the ini(|uitous usurf)alioris (»f tyrannical vio- 
lence, and to enforce the administration of justice. From the earliest 
period of life, lie had, however, to a degree of frenzy, been adilicted to 
wine; from which he w^as not to be reclaimed either by admonitions, or 
by any mode of ristraint imposed upon him, by the paternal care of an 
anxious grandfather. Hence on the death of Kublai, and his conse- 
quent accession to the sovereign power, he became an absolute slave 

i Kinjan, or Kibjan, wab tin* itp|irilafioji upon his four finance ministers b\ tlic 

emperor Kublai; as 1'cJiiijT.aiig was the title conferred on his four principal niinistci's of stale. 
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• to this his ungovernable propensity, consuming day and night without 
intermission, in the same intemperate course of indulgence ; and in this, 
in defiance of the remonstrances of his best friends, he persevered until 
at the expiration of six years, these gross and brutal excesses produced 
upon him their natural effect, an incurable paralytic disorder, under 
which he, however, languished tothetwelfthyearofhisrcign, when he 
died. During the latter period, the government was administered by 
his consort, assisted by tlie advice of the principal ameirs of the empire. 

Of the remaining monarchs of Karakorum, of the race of Jengueiz, 
fourteen in number, it will be sufUeieut with the author, to subjoin 
the annexed list of names. 

Vlth. Kushilai, the sonof .Teiiisek the son ofTermab the son of Jeim- 

keiin,tlie son of Ivublai Kaan. A'lltlf. Tiiktiii, or Tiifftiiai, the son of 

Ke.shiKii. A 1 1 Ith. Hayzyor raizytlie sonofTouIeu.orNoiilek.onn hoin 

Ills sulijects conferred the title, orsnrnainefiflJevlektu. IXtl). \oush- 
' 

irauii, j)frhii])s Ninishirvar.ii, the Diira, diiriiif; w liose nnt- 

nithstaixlinL!: tlie iivaiiy virtuous and amiaid«* qualities which arc .said 
loliavc adorned Ills cluiracter, the autlionty td’tlu* Ivaans ofKarakoruuq 
lieeaine convulsed l)y the most serious dist!irhaneos. Xlh. Tou.;at(‘y- 
miM*,the son of "Fey mu r Kaan. Xlllu I'ensur. or lleissonrdaur. X 1 1 l!u 
.'\ \nkali, or Aykali, the son <){ d\uisurdaur. Xllllh. KvIciil;- Ivaaii. 
X!\"lh. Kevtemhr, or (i uy teniur, X\ tin Arektoymur. X\ 1th. EnI- 
i. hy'revmm Kaan. This |)i inci‘. for some time, attended llie court of Fev- 
iiihr. \\ e learn how’t ver,accor(iinL» to f)n}’ aiilliur, fna]) lln'introducturv 
discourse tot ho ZiifFiirnamah of i he Y eziFiaii. that the ;«!iuce w lio visiteii 
the court of tlu* ereat Teyiuiir horc the name of'Fai/y;* wlio ou tlie 
death oJ’ his patron (in the SOTih of l!ie llidjerahj) returned t!ni 
uli]L»d)\ unit, or imix iial r(‘sideiice near Karakorum, where lie asta iidi'd 
the tlirone of the Kaans. ]}ut an in?;ur^ent, of tlic name of Tut/iour^ 
having revoltc'd in Khatai, some time previous to the acccsbiou of 
Taizv, and ultimate] v rendered liiiuself entire ma-stc r oF tlie irreater 

** 'I'aizi A"l(n, or (t( tlio nice ofOrlai, i>iTifnti<»iioiI as Ijtinirprcsrnl at lliocoiirt 

of'i iMmu*, a link* before tlir uealli of ibat uionarcli at Oliaiir. \ ule lii-lon 
Bcc.i lijp. ‘29, 
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port of the Chinese empire, the successor of Jengueiz was reduced to 
confine himself to the original Ydrut, or territory of bis ancestors, here 
expressly stated to refer to Kalmauk and Karakorum. XVII th. Alt^i 
K(ian,ofthelineofArtekbouka,thethirdsonofTuly Khaun. XVlllth. 
Werdai the son of Melckteymur. XlXth. and last, Ad&i the son 
of Arekteymdr. These two latter princes are also stated to have 
been descended from Artekbouka, and like him, according to De la 
Croix, not to have been numbered among the Kftans ; our author in- 
deed finally remarks, that the Taizy recently mentioned, having been 
killed, after a short reign, the dominions of his ancestors were taken 
i'ossession of, by the chiefs of the tribe of Oueyraut. 
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CHAP. XII. 

A t the close of the fifth chapter, the reader will have witnessed the A. H. C5a. 

final extinction of the Khclaufut, in the person of the unfortunate A. D. l2i>B. 
Mtistaussem ; whose possessions, with the whole of the territory west- 
ward of the Oxus, then devolved to Hulacku Khai'X, the fourth son **^^*^’ 
ofTuly Khaun, and Istof the Persian monarchs of the raceof Jengueiz. 

Having decided the fate of liaghdad then, in the manner which we 
liave atteini)tcd todehneate in the preceding pages, llulaukD returned 
into Azei'oaijaun. At Meranghah, in the latter end of lludjuh*, he 
received the submission of l)udder-ud-dein Lulu, prince of Mossule, at 
liiis period in his hundredth \ ear, and w horn on lhataccount he treated 
\\ ith particular kindness and distinction, lie was honorai>K’ dismissed 
to hisprincipalitv, during tliesucccedingmonthofShabaun. Not long 
afterwards, tlie envoys of Hiiiauku proceeded I)y liis instructions, into- 
byria, to di-maiid tlie submission ofseveral chiefs who governed in that 
j)rovince,partofwhieli was still sul)jcct to theaulhority of the Egyptian fjy, Khaun 
Sultans. These agents returned however to their sovereign, after an [stoftlirlVisiaumon- 
jiiffl’ectua! distliarge of their mission; and in order to vindicate the aiili., of tlie race of 
claims of superior i'orce, the I'.vle Khauu immediately determined to 
conduct his armies into tlie country. During his ahseiice, to secure} 
tlie allegiance of the prinee of .Mo->sulo, he rc<iuired that .Melek Sfilali 
the souof lhatehiel, should be sent to bear him com|)auy on the expe- 
dition ; and on the arrival oi'the young chief in his cam)), he married 
him to 't'urkan Khatun, the daughter of Sultan J ullaul-ud-dein the 
Khauroziinan. 

On the twenty second of Uumzaun.-j’ llulauku proceeded on his march 
towards Syria ; but on entering tlie jiroviuce of Diaiirbekir, lie detaebeil 
the Shalizadah Vesimiout to attack the fortresses of MiafaurekeiiK and 

•July, A. D. liiaO. + SijVcmber 20th, D. 12j0, 
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Mardein, while the reduction of Aiuidn, or Hamid, was entrusted to 
Melck Salah. He advanced in person against Roha, or Edessa, which 
surrendered on capitulation ; but the cities of Nessebein, and Harran, 
(Carrha') which had presumed to resist his power, he consigned over 
to plunder and slaughter. After this, he appears to liave experienced 
no obstacle until he reached Aleppo ; under the walls of which, before 
the gate of Antioch, he now encamped, directing his generals with the 
several divisions under their orders, to occupy the approaches to the 
other gates. The operations of the siege commenced without delay ; 
and the Moghuls.hviving in ashorttiinc forced a passage into the city, 
through one of the gates called the liaub-ul-fcrciuk, indulged without 
controul in their ordinary ferocious excessi s. Tlie citadid continued 
to resist for some d n s longer, luit ultimately shared thefatc of the town ; 
the whole of the inhabit. iiits, with the exception of some maunfactur- 
ers and mechanics, being put to the sword without mercy. 

On the reduction of Aleppo, or IhMeb, ilulaukn proceeded to the at- 
tack of a place in the neighhorliood, to which tin* author has not con- 
ceived it expedient toassign a name, but wbicli isdescrib**das possessing 
great strength and ext«‘iit. W’hen driven toextremity tlte garrison how- 
ever, sent out to [U'opose to the Moghul monarch, tliat a eert.iin Miissul- 
nian, of the name of Fakhcr-ud-dtiiiSauky, now employed a!)ou t liis per- 
son, and formerly known to'thi- inhabitants, might he allowed to eonier 
with them ;and to announce that they were willing to surrender, provided 
this j)ersoii would engage on oath, tliat tlieir lives and property should 
be safe. Whatever were his intentions as to the performance, the 
scruph’sof liulauku were not ofa nicety to withhold any engagement ; 
anrl he accordingly authorised the person they had fixed upon, to ac- 
cede, without hesitation, to w liatever terms they might think pro'ier 
to demand. In such circumstances, it was not ilifHcult to co.nc to a 
conclus’.on ; the conditions wcrefuruially ratified, and thegarnson, re- 
iving upon the solemn pledge which they had received, unwarily des- 
cended from their posts ; when orders wore issued by the inexorable 
liulauku. that they should he instantly cut to pieces, even to the child 
in the cradle, and the infant at its mother’s breast; all which being 
carried into execution, not a single individual was suffered to escape, 
but an Armenian goldsmith, who was spared in consideration of bi.s 



exquisite skill in his profession. Fakher»U(l-ddn, the wretched instru* 
mentofthis barbarous anddetestable piece of treachery, was constituted 
governor of Aleppo ; but having, at the expiration of a very few days, 
rendered his conduct suspicious to the Moghul, he was also condemned 
to die, and his government transferred to Zeyne-ud-dein, a native of 
Khawauf. 

Warned by the fateol Aleppo, and of the castles in its vicinity, the 
people of Damascus hastened, through the medium of certain Bul^ha- 
rian merchants who had settled among them, to convey, to the court 
of Ilulauku, a most splendid display of presents, with offers of prompt 
submission and allegiance. Keyhouka Nuyan was immediately dis- 
patched, on the part of the Kyle Khaun, to take possession of the 
capital of Syria, and was received by the inhabitants with every out- 
w arddemonstralionofrespect. In the mean time, intelligence reaching 
Ill'll mku of the death of his brother Mangii, during the expedition into 
( liina, he appears to have felt it as a stroke of severe affliction, and it 
sei ius to have occasioned his sudden return into Azerbaijaun. Jvey- 
houka remained, however, at l)amaseus; where he continued toadmin- 
i'>ter the government with considerable success and reputation ; until 
unexpectedly attacked, and made prisoner by Seyf-ud-dein Kodouz, 
oi lodoii/, tlie third .Maiimh'ik Siiltan of Egypt, by whom with tlie 
greati'r part of the Moghuls who composed his garrison, he was subse- 
quently put to death. 

It was tbriueily observed that on bis arrival in Diaurbekir, Ilulauku 
detached his son Veshmoiif. with a division of the army, to invest the 
iiiiportantfortress of .Miafanrekein. at this period under thegovernment 
of Melek Kauminil. Accordingly, having conducted his troo])s to 
tii.^ iieigiihorhood, till' Shahzadah conveyed a message to that cliief, 
inviting him to sulnnit without resistance. In reply to his message 
lie was informed by Melek Kanmmil, that recent examples were too 
flagrant, to admit of the slightest reliance on the professions of a Mo- 
ghul; witness the treatment of the unfortunate Mnstaussem, of Rok- 
ken-ud-dein the lssiuailiaii,and of many other unhappy princes; whom 
his ferocious countrymen had iio sooner cajoled into their power by 
tln-ir insidious promises, than they basely put them to the sword with- 
out compunction, or otherwise made away wdth them, by devices still 
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A. H. 656-58. more cruel. That for his own part, so long as a spark of life continued ' 
A. D. 1858.60. tQ animate his frame, he was resolved never to abandon the.ramparts 
Habcib-u>- j,jg fortress. From the tone of this reply, the Moghdl prince was 
taught to prepare for the operations of an arduous siege. 

On the other hand, in encouraging his troops to a gallant defence, 
M^lek Kauinmil desired them to be assured that all the wealth, of which 
he w’HS master, was entirely at their disposal. He thanked heaven, 
that he w’as a stranger to the sordid and avaricious spirit which had 
led the wretched Mdstaussem, instead of generously applying it to the 
preservation of his independence, to accumulate goldand treasure tbrhis- 
own selfish gratifications. The hope of reward thus held out to them, 
and the confidence that their wants were nl)uudaritly provided for, 
united the garrison in the resolution ofo|>posii)g to the attempts ofthe 
enemy, the most manful and determined resistance ; and they were, not 
long afterwards, fierct ly assailed on every cpiarter. In modern times 
we have heard of cannon-shot meeting in the air, and heingsltatlered to 
pieces in the concussion ; ami In the course ofthe siegeof .Mi ifanrekein, 
the author remarks, that instances frefpiently occurred, iu which the 
stones impelled from the adverse catapuU;e,«n Manj< >t( il,‘, ofthe be- 
sieuers and the besiege*!, were sliivered l)V a similar eoneussion. 

At the expiration oft he sei^ond year, to u hieli t!ie siege was protracted, 
the garrison beeame, however, so strailcniMl, as to he reduced at la-t 
to eat their horst's, and some, of stronger appeliti's, oven tosnlisist on 
the carcases (>f their fellow sohliers. In rliis extremity, .Melek Kaum- 
inil was seized by his famished g.irrisc)n, and conducted, with his hands 
bound, and a halter aliont his neck, to the presence of Yeshniout ; by 
whom these wretelics, to the DumluT ol’ seventy , were instantly put to 
the sword. The Moghuls shortly atterwards entered the place, and 
proceeded to avenge themselves for the te(liousiH s.s of the siege, hy a 
gnieral massacre ofthe inhabitants. Melek Kaummil was, however, 
himseli re served for a more terrible and cruel r«’tribution. He was 
conveyed to the camp of Hulauku ; who cause*! him to be fed with tlie 
flesh tom from liis own body, until h.e finally cxpir*;*l under the bands 
of iiis tormentors. 

'I'h*; fortress of Mardein tvas next invested by Y*^shmnijt ; and after 
u protracted sjt ge,cither through domestic treachery, or external frauds 
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fcUalso into the hands of the Moghuls. . The relation which ascribes 
its capture to the former source, represents that when the siege had con- 
tinued for a period of some duration, the garrison was attacked hy a 
pestilential disorder, and the son of Meluk Sikeid the governor, wearied 
out by certain vexatious severities exercised towards him by his father, 
contrived to destroy him by poison ; then entering into negociation 
with Yeshmout, he threw open the gates, and delivered up the cas- 
tle to that prince. The other statement, however, alleges that Meiek 
Saeid agreed to an accommodation with the Eyiekhaunian Ameirs, on 
a promise that he should be invested with the Atabekship, or govern- 
tneutof Diaurbekir; but givingup the fortress on thebasisof this treaty, 
he was conveyed by Yeshmout to the camp of his father ; by wiiom 
he was put to death, and the government of Mardein bestowed upon 
Meiek Muzun'er, the unnatural son by whom he had probably been 
bitrayed. 

Budder-ud-dein Liilu, prince ofMossule, having died at a very ad- 
vanced age, either in the six hundred and fifty-s 'veiith, or fifty ninth 
of the llidjerah, after a prosperous government of two aud fifty years, 
tlie sueeession wasconiinned l)v llulaukiito his son Meiek Sal.ih, for- 
ineily mentioned ; and for a short time, he evinced his gratitude by an 
unreserved submission to tlie an tliority oft he Tartar monarch. But w lien 
this period of deceiti'ul tranrjuillity Ava;, destined to close, the natural 
antipathy of his disposition could no longer he restrained; ami he sud- 
denly withdrew into ICgypt, confiding the government ol .Mossale to 
one of his ofiieers,()n whose attachment he conhl vi’nlure to rely. I'rom 
Bundekdaiir, or Biiiidkedaur, the Sultan of Egypt, he experienceii a 
very friendly aiKl hospitable recejition; and in order to oriiu' away Ids 
treasure aud most valuable eflocts, an escort of one thousand fiorso 
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was employed by that prince to recon. liict hi.n to Mussule. Too cir- 
cumstance of his return tvas early made kiio vn to il'ihiuku ; whose 
generals were immediately instrneti d to seizeand secure w ith the strict- 
est vigilance, the dilftirent mads ant- passes w iiirh led from theeoiintiy, 
in order to frustrateany ill tempi which hemight maketo ree.mvey iiim- 
underseh'intothe dominicusoftheSultanof Egv pt. powerluldivision 
under Sendaughu Nu_a an, wasuispalchedat the same time to rivest Mos- 
sule, and to leave iiometnoa unemplo^i eu tomakesuieof tliepi rson ofthc 
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refractory chief. Thus, observes our author, while Melek Salah, with 
the heedlessness of unoffending innocence, was one day socially indulg- 
ing in the enjoyments of wine and music, his ears were suddenly as- 
sailed by the horrible and discordant din of the Moghul horns andkcttle- 
drums. He contrived however to secure the gates, and, by a season- 
able display of liberality, to animate the Kurds and Tartars in his ser- 
vice to defend tlie ramparts of his capital ; of which the siege was im- 
mediately commenced by the Moghul general. 

Earlyapprized ofthedangm^to which it wasexposcd,theSultan of Egypt 
directed one of his principal generals, with the troops which composed 
his army in Syria, to proceed, without delay to the relief of Mossule. 
On his arrival at Senjaur, for the purpose cd' announcing his approach 
to the besieged, the Egyptian commander attached a note to the wing 
of a pidgeon, and set it at large. It hapia:;ned, however, unfortunately 
that, fatigued with the length of its flight, the bird perched prematurely 
on one of the warlike inacitiues of the besieging army ; tlm superintend- 
oflicer of which immediately possessed himself of the note, and con- 
veyed it to the head quarters of Ids general. A toinaun of the Mo- 
ghul troops was detached without delay, to intercept those daringintru- 
ders ; and separating into three bodies, on its entrance into the district 
of Senjaur, secretly lay in amhiish for the enemy, 'flie moment they 
reached a certain point, the Syrians found themselves accordingly 
attacked unawares from several quarters at once ; they coittiiiued how- 
ever to defend tliemselves for some time with considerable resolution ; 
but, a violent gust of wind arising, and carrying the dust into their eyes» 
contributed to secure the victory to their assailants, by whom tliey 
were for the greater part cut to pieces. The successful Moghuls then 
stripped the slain, and, disguised in their apparel, soon afterwards pre- 
sen tedthemselves under the walisof Mossiilc; the inhabitants of which, 
too readily conceiving that they were the troops of .Saltan Hundkedaur 
coming to their relief, issued from their gates in joyful crouds, to em- 
brace their supposed deliverers. The result it were unnecessary to 
describe. The Moghuls instantly closed upon them, and put the whole 
to the sword. 

After this cruel disaster, the hopes of Melek Salah lx;came exhausted 
with bis resources ; aud he sent out a person, to in treat that be niigirt 



he permitted to capitulate*. The MoghAl gertidral readily engaged to A. H. C58-G2. 
mediate for his pardon with Hulaukili ; and on the faith of such an A . D. 1200 64» 
engagement, in spite of multiplied experience, the credulous chief ad- 
ventured to quit the [protection of his walls, and to surrender his per- 
son into the power of his besiegers, by whom, in the charge of a 
competent escort, he was sent off without delay to the court of his 
sovereign. Exasperated beyond measure by his contumacious beha- 
viour, Hulauku condemned him to a punishment as horrible as it was 
unprecedented. lie caused him to be smeared from head to foot, 
with mutton-fat, or some other greasy substance of the sort, and in 
that situation, wrapped up in coarse cloth, and straitly bound with 
cord, he was consigned to a lingering and miseral>le death ; being 
at tlie same time supplied with as much food as served to protract his 
existence as long as possible. In a few da\ s iiiiuimerablo vermin being^ 
engendered in the snl>stance w^ith wdiich he liad been besmeared, the 
very flesh was gnawed from his bones. Nevertheless, in tiiis disgiist- 
ing and deplorable condition, the unhappv chiei continued to languish 
for the sjiacc of a montli, before he was relieved from his miseries by 
the hand of death, f lis son, an infant of three years old, was afterwards 
rloven in twain, and the divided halves of his body, suspended on the 
opposite banks of the Tigris at Mossule. 

In consequence of the services rendered under the instructions of 
his brother Ilatn, in securing for Mangu Ivtian the throne of Karakor- 
n.m, Berkah Ogliul, the son of Jujy Khauia, had presumed on all occa- 
sions 10 arrogate a superiority over hiscousin Ilulaiika, whose haughty 
spirit he never omitted (o mortify, when an opportunity occurred- 
J in patio M t of these i nsolen t pretensions, 1 1 u la u k u , a t las t, open ly avowed 
his resolution no longer to submit to them ; declaring that tbence- 
forw^ard all tu-s of friendship botw^eon them, w^ere to be considered as 
dissolved. Of these declarations Jlerkali Khaun became apprized ; 
and he as openly affirmed on his part, that the dc'struetion of so many 
Mahomniedan sovereigns, and the desolation* of their dominions, but, 
above all, the immolation of the Khalif of Baghdtidi unauthorized by 
the instructions of hi-s superior, had Long called for vengeance againsr 
liAlauku ; and that at a proper opportunity, he should not fail to require 
at Ins hands a dreadful atonement tor the etliisioji of so much iniio- 
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A. II. 550 C2. cent blood. With fntit«al dAitnosity thus ferobenting In ttieir brosen^^ 
A. I). ig«<>-04. tjjg crisis of actual liostility wan accelerated by Ihe death . -of* Tatar 
Ilui>fib-us- Oghul or Ogtilb, a near aelatine of Berkah Khaun; whont^ on these- 
^ * ventecnth of Siiffur of the hundi'ed and fifty eighth of the Hidjerah* 

on the pretext of having practiced magic, Hiilaukfi caused - to perish 
by the hand of the executioner. 

. This, in addition to the catalogue of injuries, either real or imaginary, 
already accumulated between them, determined Berkah Khaun, who 
had by this time succeeded to his brother B&tft on the throne of Jvijy 
Khaun, to decline every other object, >whether of policy or ambition, 
for that of humiding the pride of his detested rival. The advanced 
guard of his army consisting of thirty thousand horse, umler Togai, per- 
haps Xogai, was accordingly dispatched without further delay through 
the countries westward of the Caspian, to invade the dominions 
of Hubiuku. A period of four years seems, however, to have clasped 
before tlic latter, either found himself at leisure, or conceived it expe- 
dient to make any decisive movement to repel the aggression ; but in 
the month ofShavaul of the six hundred and sixty second of the Hid- 
jerah,t Ilulauku proceeded from Alatauk, a summer residence of the 
Moghul princes towards the source of the Oras, or Aboras, on bis 
way to the regions of Caucasus; while Sheiramiin Nuyan, at the head 
of a powerful division hastened in advance to observe, or give battle to 
the invaders. In the neighborhood ot Sliamaukhy this general suf- 
fered himself to be taken by surprise ; and a great part of the division 
under his orders, was -cut to pieces by the enemy. A second division 
of the army, under Bktai Nuyan, was however more fortunate in 
checkingthe progress of the troops of Berkah ; who appear to have with- 
drawn after their recent successes, from the north of the Kdrr towards 
Shabraun ; within a farsang, or league, of which, in the month of Zil- 
hudje of the same year:^ they were in their turn attacked and defeated 
by tbeir adversarfes. 

Early in the month of Mohurrim of the succeeding year, HAIaukfi 
advanced in person, .skirting the district of Shamaukhy ; and on the 
twenty third of the month§ appeared before the Shirvauniari Derbund 
* Firtt of February, 1200. -f Auenst, 1264. I October. 

§ Peccuber Oth, 1261. 
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fso'called to distinguish it from' the Derburid of B&k6). The banditti 
at the head of the pass having considerably annoyed his troops, the lat* 
ter proceeded to disperse them by their archers ; and having closely 
pursued them through Derbund, fell unexpectedly upon the army of 
the Khaun of Keptchauk, which they entirely defeated. The victory 
was followed, on the part of the PersomogliAls under H^laukd, by an 
unsparing and indiscriminate massacre; so that by the first of the mouth 
of SiifFur,* not a vestige was to be perceived in that quarter either of 
Togai,or ofhisarmy. Prosecuting their ad vantage, the advanced divisi- 
onsof Hulauku’s troops Icdon by his son Ablika Khaun, and Sheirkmun 
and Bllt&i Nuyan, crossed thi- river ot Terek, or Terki, into the territory 
the enem}'. They had not proceeded to an}’ great distance on their 
inarch, before they discovered the cncainpiijent of the Khaun ; which 
was found to be entirely and unaccountably abandoned, not a soldier to 
be seen in any direction ; and a vast booty in sheep and cattle, and 
other property of every description dispersed among the tents, seemed 
designedly loft as a lure to nnnove all thought of danger. 

Vrith that total absence of circumspection which has been so fre- 
(picntly.and deservedly, punished with def«‘at,the troops divided them* 
selves through the tents of the enemy ; and for a day and a night became 
totallv immersed in the delirium of wine and music, and in the soci- 
ety of the Tartar women, who had probably been also abandoned, in 
tnder, by the fascinations of beauty, to complete the spell. At sun rise 
of flic si'contl (lay, they were awakened from this dream of sensuality 
and indulgence, by an attack from Berkah Khaun iii person, at the 
head of an innumerable force, wbicli suddcnily and at once broke upon 
them from difl’eront quarters. Abaka Khaun and the other generals 
made, uotu ilhstamling, a courigcous resistance to the efforts of the 
enemy, untilsunset ; when yielding to superior numbt rs, they retreated 
with precipitation to the Terek. The river was at this time frozen 
ov('r; and the ice giving way under the pressure of the terrified and 
impatient multitude, wbieh thronged together to cross to the other 
side, the greater part of the army liere met its fate, and tvas swallowc.l 
up in the stream. 

* Twenty soeontl ‘>f .)eceiuber,l‘2Cl. 
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Thig disastrous reverse produced in the mind of IIi^IaukA, a degrea 
of affliction bordering on despair, lie set on foot however, through* 
out his dominions, the most formidable preparations to retrieve and 
avenge the disgrace ; which he resolved to do the moment his equip* 
ments were in a sufficient degree of forwardness. But his destiny had 
otherwise ordained it. He had moved from his summer residence at 
Mcraughah, in the former Rebbeia of six hundred and sixty three,* 
to take up his winter quarters at Tcheghaitfi, when one day on quitting 
his bath, he was seized by a sudden fit of illness ; and the medicines 
prescribed for his relief augmenting the violence of his disorder, his 
-recovery was soon despaired of. During his illness for several nights 
successively, two fearful apparitions are said to have, presented them- 
selves at the bed side of Ilulauku, and continued so to do, until he 
was forever withdrawn from the al)ode of mortal grandeur, when they 
altogether disappeared. Tlie Veniains of the departed monarch were 
deposited, by his ministers, in a mausoleum prepared fortheirrcception ; 
and, it is in this place expressly stated, that in conformity with the 
usages of Ills country, several bcauiil'ulyoung women, decked out with 
a profusion of gold and jewels, were sent to accompany their dead so- 
vereign, in order to dispel the melancholy of the tomb. — Observe, con- 
tinues our author, the singular sagacity of these ferocious barbarians, 
the very chiefs of whom could be led to entertain a eoneeptioii so ab- 
surd, as that the dead should be, in any respect, sensible of either con- 
solation, or relief, from the presence of the living. 

Ilulauku Khaun, according to some lines ascribed to Nusseir-ud- 
dein the Tussite, expired precisely on Sunday night, tlic nineteenth of 
the. latter Rebbeia, of the six hundred and sixty third of the liidjerah ;”|' 
at the age of forty eight, and after a reign of about nine years. Jle had 
by several wives, fourteen sons, of whom Abaka Khaun, the eldest, im- 
mediately succeeded to the throne of Iran. His mother, it will be 
recollected, was a diristian, the niece of Oung Khaun qionarch of the 
Kerieit, the supposed Prester John of the twelfth century. 

However unfavorably the character of Hulaukilk may have been de- 
lineated for posterity, by themalignant prejudices of Mahommedan wri- 
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•ers, it would appear that, in him at lea^t, ferocity of disposition is 
not incompatible with the love of science. In this respect his brother 
Mangii was also particularly distinguished, whose favorite study was 
the solution of the problems of Euclid. That prince had, probably 
during his Chinese expeditions, acquired a taste for astronomital re- 
search, and had long sought in vain for a person to aid him, in the 
construction of an observatory ; and when Hillaukh was on his de- 
parture to subjugate the territory west of the Oxus, one article of his 
instructions was, so soon as he should have reduced the strongholds 
of the Bowautinists, or disciples of Ilussun Sabah, to send to court 
Nusseir-ud-dein the Tussitc, above mentioned, and at this period 
eminently celebrated for his extensive acquirements, and singular skill 
ill astronomy. On the reduction of Meymundezh, in the Kohestaun, 
or mountainous range between Persiati Irak and Khorassaun,Xusseir- 
iid-dein, who had licen long and liberally patronized by the governor 
of that fortress, and to whom he had dedicated the Akhlauk, or Ekh- 
l.iuk-o-Naiissery, a treatise on ethics much esteemed by the orientals, 
•attended the prose lice of llulauku ; and the latter was so captivated 
by the singular talents and instructive conversation of the philosopher, 
that, instead of dispatching him to the court of Mangu, as he had been 
originally enjoined to do, he ventured to detain him about his own 
pirson. 

On the subsequent conquest of Baghdad, in prosecution of his plans 
to facilitate the study of astronomy, llulauku, -at his own request, 
furnished Nusseir- nd-dein, with an imperial mandate authorizing him 
to the construction of an observatory, and to proceed with all prac- 
ticable dispatch, to the formation of -a set of tables in his favorite sci- 
ence. For the site of his observatory, Nnsseir-iid-dein fixed upon 
a lofty eminence nortli of the Tebrizian Mcraughah ; where being pro- 
vided with a power to command, without limitation, the assistance of 
the officers of the imperial treasury and revenut, he succeeded in a 
«?bort time, in bringing the fabric to a completion. As far as we are able 
to collect from the original, it is described to have been furnished 
with some species of apparatus (peihaps an Orrery) to represent the 
celestial sphere, w'ith the signs of the Zodiac, theconj unctions, transits, 
and revolutions of the heavenly bodies. Through a perforation in the 
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dome, the rays- of the sun were admitted so as to strike (ipoo certain 
lines on the pavement, in a way to indicate, in degrees and minutes, 
the altitude apd declination of that luminary, during every season, and 
marking the time and hour of the day, throughout the year. It wae 
further supplied lyith a map of the terrestrial globe, in all its climates, 
or zones, exhibiting the several regions <v'the habitable workl, as welt 
as a general outline of the ocean, with the numerous islands contained 
in its bosom ; alt so perspicuously arranged and delineated, according 
to our author, as at once to remove, by the clearest demonstration, 
every doubt from the mind of the student. From an extraordinary 
difference in the sun’s altitude and declination, at corresponding pe- 
riods, between what was exhibited in the Zeytch-e-Etflekhaunify Eyle- 
khaunian tables, now framed, and in those hitherto established, an 
error ofsurprising magnitude, anckto the great confiisionof chronology, 
Avas detected, in the mode formerly observed to adjust the commence- 
ment of the new year. But, before this celebrated obser\'atory had 
been entirely completed, the sun of Huiauku’s power had set forever. 
We find it moreover recorded, that a considerable attention was de- 
voted by this monarch, to the encouragement of architecture; having 
not only erected a splendid palace for his own residence, probably at 
Meraughab, but, throughout the territory of Azerbiiijaun and of 
Arran, in the peninsula of the Kurr and A boras, many temples of great 
extent and’magnificence dedicated to the idols of his country, also re- 
mained toattest bis liberal spirit in that respect; exclusive of numerous 
works of public utility in difilerent parts of his dominions. This pro- 
jiensity is said to have increased toAvards the decline of life, without, 
however, in theslightest degree relaxing his application to the more im- 
portant concerns of his government. Some time before lie died, he 
had, together Avith the. sovereign dignity as the heir to his po-AA’cr, as- 
signed to his eldes|.son, Al^aka Kbaun, both the' pro-vinces of Ir^k, whb 
Mazanderaun, and Khorassapn to, the banks of the Oxus. To Shah- 
zlidah Yeshmout he bequeat,hed the govecoment of Azerbiiijauu and 
Arran ; and to another favorite son, Ameir, Toudan, he gave that of 
Diaurbekir and Rebbeia, By the last bfbis ministers, Shums-iid-dein 
Mahommed Joweiny, the government of Bag^hdad was bestowed upou 
bis brother, Kbaujaii Ata-ul-mulk, thp aptboY of the tkrikb jahauik 



an hfstbvy of the Jen^iitzian tbnqiiests ; by whom, from an 
heap of ruins, thsit celebrated city was restored to a state of compara- 
tive prosperity and splendor. The same person, at the expense of 
mote than ten thousand dinaors of gold,* while governor of BaghdSid, 
opened afresh canal to the territory dfNudjef, by which he conducted 
a part of the Euphrates to the mausoleum of Ally. 

Abaka Kiiaun the son of llulauku, second of tire Persian mon- 
archs of the race of Jenguciz. 

At the period of his father’s death, Abaka was in winter quarters in 
Mazanderaun ; but being early apprized of that event, and at the same 
time invited by Eyleka Nuyan, Sunjauk Bahauder, and others of the 
Moghul Ameirs, to repair without delay to the imperial residence, he 
hastened with all the expedition of which he was capable, to the can- 
tonments of the-departed monarch ; and he reached his destination, on 
the nineteenth of the former Jummaiidy, of the year six hundred and 
sixty three. Ilis inauguration docs not however appear tohavetaken 
place for some months afterwards; not indeed, until the month of Ram- 
zaun.J when at thestation ofTeheghanawer in the district of Berahaun, 
lie was with the unanimous concurrence of the princes of his family, 
and of the Ameirs of the whole empire, publicly seated on the throne 
of Ilulaukii ; and tlius comineiiceda reign which is acknowledged to 
have been attended with unabated, and uniform repose and happiness 
to every class of his sul>jects. lie conferred the dignity ofAmeir-ul- 
uinra, or lieutenant general of the empire, on the above mentioned 
Sunjauk Bahauder, entrusting the government of Khorassaun to one 
of Ills brothers, the Shahzadah Tepshein Oghul ; and he continued the 
post of X'ezzeirto his father’s minister, Sliums-ud-dein. 

In the early part of his govermnent, his attention was required to op- 
pose the Tartars of Keptchauk ; who by the usual route of Derbund, 
were advancing, under thcorders of Shahzadah Xoukai (perhaps Xogai) 
the son ofBerkali Rhaun, to invade Azerbaijaun. He consigned the 
task of repelling the invaders to his brother Yeshmout ; to whom he 
had confirmed his father’s bequest ol’the territory in that quarter. On 
tlte twentieth of the month of Suffer, of the six hundred and sixty 

* At the lowest caleulatioii, about 4,5B3l. 6s. 8cl» t Seventh of March* 
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fourth of the Hidjerah,* the enep^y were atteeked, and totally defeated 
by that prince ; their general being wounded in the eye by an arrow, 
in consequence of which they were possibly thrown into confusion^ 
To avenge this disgrace, which was iii all probability confined to the 
advanced division of his army, Berkah Khaun soon afterwards appeared 
in person, at the head of three hundred thousand horse ; and bearing 
down every obstacle until he reached the left bank of the Kurr, he 
there encamped ; while Abaka with his army took post on the adverse 
side of the river to dispute his passage. At the expiration of some 
davs, Berkah Khaun determined to ascend the liver towards Teflis» 
with the design of crossing by the bridge of that city ; but being seized 
on his march by a fit of the cholic, the band of death put a sudden 
period to all his projects of revenge. liis army embraced an early op- 
portunity of withdrawing from the danger, and betook themselves to 
their native solitudes, betiveen the Sevhun and the Don — -the Jaxartos 
and Tanais. 

During the six hundred and sixty seventh, and sixty eighth of the 
Hidjerahf Abaka was employed in Khorassaun ; that province liaviug 
been invaded (after an insidious eral)assy in which Mussaoud Beg, the 
son of Mahmud Yelwauje, was engaged to amuse the Eylekhaunian) 
by Borauk, or Berauk Oghlan, who had succeeded to the possessions 
of-Tcheghatai, north east of the Oxus. In a decisive battle, which took 
place in Zilhudje of the six hundred and sixty eighth of the llidjeruh^ 
within five or six farsangs of Herat, the invader was totally del'eated, 
and compelled to retire, with precipitation and disgrace, into his own. 
dominions. • 

The eleven succeeding years, since they appear to have been barren 
of materials for the pen of the historian, may, perhap.s be considered to 
have passed in comparative tranquillity ; the narrative bringing us at 
once to the six hundred aud seventy ninth of the Hidjerah. During 
that year, Abuka Khaun employed bis brother, Mangii Teymfir.,. to in- 
vade the possessions of Seyf-ud-dein Kullawun, surnained tlic Bas- 
ilisk, (ul afiai) Sultan of Egypt. In the menth of Kudjub,*-in, the 
neighborhood of Hams or Harness, north of Damascus, the Egyptiau. 

• Kovcmber.SOth, 1205- 1 1208 9. 

t August, A. D. 1270, Klioiaasut-ul-akhbaur.. fl Novtulicr.A. 0. 1260. 



gave battle to the Persian army,, and the MaumI6k Siiltaii was signally 
victorious; the Moghulprince with the whole of his troops being stated 
to have been entirely destroyed, either in the action, or the pursuit. 
Others, however, relate that Mangu Teymur himself escaped the car- 
nage, and reached Baghdad, where he died a natural death before the 
termination of the year. 

At the crisis of his brother’s defeat, Abaka appears to have been sta- 
tioned at Senjaur in Mesopotamia ; but considering it not immedi- 
ately either convenient, or advisable, to av’^enge the disgrace, he with- 
drew to Baghdad ; and inZilhudje of the same year, he r-moved further 
to Hamadaun, where he arrived on tlie eighth, of the month.* Here he 
is said to have contracted a habit of immoderate drinking, by which 
he very soon reduced himself to the most wretched state of debility : 
and while thus languishing under t lie effects of intemperance, he hap- 
pened one day to fall asleep in his chair; and a raven, perching itself on 
an opposite huililing, was not to be prevented from serenading him with 
Its discordant clamours. The attendants hastened to drive awa}^ the 
inauspicious bird ; but, it had already awakened the debilitated mon- 
arch, and occasioned so severe a shock to his distempered nerves, that 
he-expired on the spot. 

Tliis event took place on the twentieth of Zilhudje of the six hun- 
dred and seventy ninth of tlie llidjcrah,’f when Abuka had. swayed the 
sceptre of the Persian monarchy for about sixteen years. lie left two 
sons, x\rghun, ami Keykliauti^, or Kuiijaytii Khaun, each of whom, at. 
subsequent periods, attained to the sovereign power. 

Among the men of genius and letters, who flourished and died dur- 
ing the reign of this monarch, we cannot omit to mention the name of 
M oulana Jullaul-ud-dein Ruiny, the celebrated author of the Messiiui 
slierreif. lie was originally of B^lkh ; but from having long resided 
with his father, at Larindaii, in Anatolia, he obtained the appellation of 
Runiian. His graiidniothcr is represented to have been a. grand-daugh- 
ter of Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmian. lie was, born about 
the six hundred and fourth, and his death is stated to have taken place 
on the fifth of the latter Jummaudy of the six hundred and seventy 

30th^ A. D. 1281. t April lltfa, 1281. 
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A. H. 680, second of the Hidjerafa.* We also Jearn, from a passage in hisowa 
. \. D. 1681. that the elegant and ingenious Sheikh Saudy of Sheirauz, al- 

tlabeib-us- though then far advanced inyears, was on one occasion presented by his 
minister to AbkkaKhaun ; and his guarded compliment to the monarch . 
is on record. 

Nekudaur, entitledSuLTAN Ahmed, the son of H&laukd, third of 
the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

Oil the death of Abaka Khaun, it was determined by a convention 
ofthe principal Ameirs,that Nekudaur should succeed to the authority 
Ilia of the of his deceased brother, to the prejudice and exclusion of the princes 
Perso-Jeogui- his children ; and he accordingly assumed the sovereign dignity, on 
/.ijus. Sunday the thirteenth of the former Ilebbcia, of the six hundred and 

eightieth of the llidjerah.f 

Having previously embraced the doctrines of the Korlin, this prince, 

' on his accession, assumed the title of Sultan Ahmed, and proceeded 
to restore to the followers of the law of Mahommed their long lost 
predominance; compromising, however, with the physicians and astro- 
nomers of the Christian and Jewish persuasion, by assigning to each a 
moderate advance in cash from the imperial treasury, in lieu of the 
pensions which they had enjoyed under his predecessors, lie conti- 
nued theofficeofVezzeir,toShums-ud-dein Maliomined the Joweinian ; 
who united to the zeal of his sovereign, his own exertions, to promote 
the advancement of their common religion. 

Measures so hostile to the ancient prejmlices of their nation, excited 
in several ofthe members ofthe imperial family, a most lively sensation 
of jealousy and discontent ; and particularly in Sliahzudali Arghiin, the 
son of Abiika, who was in possession of the government of Khorassaun. 
When he bad,however,determined on hostility against the authority of 
his uncle, theShahz^dah hastened in the first instance, to secure the 
support of Toghatchaur Nuyan and the bands of the Kuraoutiaiiss, 
then reputed the fiercest and most warlike of the Moghul tribes ; and 
in this, he appears to have been successful. Some fruitless attempts lol- 
lowed, to accommodate these differences, without proceeding to ex- 

*The manuscript exhil>its 054 for the period of bis liirtb, and 772 for that of bis <leath ; . 
wbich is neither consistent with probability, nor with the former statement, that he died 

during this reign. > 

t Second of Julv, 1281. 
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tremfty : and these having in every instance failed, the troops of Sflltan A. H. 

Ahmed we^re finally put in motion, to gain the eastern frontiersof Azer- A. D. I2ui. 

baijaun ; while Shah zJidah Arghdn with all the force he could assemble, Habeib-u>- 

” sfvr 

approached towards the same point. On the plains of Auk-khaujah, 
be was, however, opposed and entirely defeated, on the first of Sulfur, 
of the year six hundred and eighty three,* by Ally Eynauk,at the head 
of fifteen thousand men, the advanced division of the troops ofSQltan 
Ahmed. Sbahziidah Arghfln fled with precipitation from the field of 
battle, and threw himself into the fortress of Kolaut,'|' whither he was 
soon afterwards pursued by hisconqueror. Sultan Ahmed now proceed- 
ed, without further obstacle, to enter Khorassaun; while A rgh An, consi- 
dering resistance no longer availing, resolved to hazard an interview 
with Ally Eynauk, with whom he accordingly held a conference un- 
der the walls of Kolaut. In return for this j)roofofhis confidence. Ally 
Eynauk accompanied the young prince into the fort, and finally pre- 
vailed ui)on him to venture, under his protection, to the camp of Sultan 
Ahmed. After proceeding several stages, they at last came up with 
tlie army of the Sultan at Khojaun, where the Shahzudah w’as com- 
pelled to stand for several hours exposed to the sun, before he was ad- 
mitted to the presence of his uncle. Having been thus sufficiently 
ioortified, he was thetj suffered to approach the Sultan, who embraced 
him with miieh apparent cordiality, consoling him with the expecta- 
tion -of being restored to the government of Khorassaun ; after which, 
in a suite of tents set apart for his accommodation, the Shahzadah 
was placed in the custody of a select guard of four thousand men, 
under the orders of Aiuk the brother of JJoiika, of whom more here- 
after. 

Unfortunately, in these circumstances the Sultan, through an impati- 
ent anxiety to be restored to the society of his wife, was led to separate 
from hie, army ; lea\ ing instructions with Ally Eynauk, by w'hatever 
means he found practicable, to terminate die existence of Shahzadah 
Arg'hun. Sultan Ahmed hr<l, however, no sooner quitted the army, 
than Bouka and some of the other Nuyans conceived the design of sub- 
verting bis power altogether ; and with these views, after lamenting. 

‘April 18lh, 1284. 

tTlicre appears a ]>lacc of tlii'. niiiae to the noitlutarU ofRcj — and another betweetr 
Tdsse and Merii ; it w.u prc.bably tlic former. 
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the homiliatioB brought upon the lineage of Jengueiz, by the Sultan’s 
apostacyfrom the religious system of his ancestors, and by bis minister’s 
partial advancement of the disciples of the Kor4u, they proposed to the 
princes of the imperial family on the spot^ and to the Aroeirs of the 
court, that HAlaujii, the young son of Arghiin Khaun, should be raised 
to the throne of Hulauku, and that SMtan Ahmed should be still suf* 
fered to retain the subordinate dignity of king; and they concluded 
by remarking, that the accomplishment of this plan wouhibe most ob- 
viously facilitated by the immediate enlargement of Arglidn. The 
measure was universally assented to ; and it was determined tq carry 
tlje design into execution, the moment the obscurity of the approach- 
ing night, was sufficiently advanced to cover their proceedings. 

On Tuesday evening, accordinglj’, the eighteenth of the latter Reb- 
beia,*the conspirators entered the tents of Arghun, and roused him to 
the apprehension, that the solemn hour was arrived, in which he was 
to be forever separated from his lainily, and all that was dear to him. 
Bouku took him however by the hand, and by explaining what was in 
■agitation, soon removed his alarm; after which mounting their lK»rscs, 
they proceeded, with their utmost celerity to the station of Ally Ey- 
nauk, \vhom they surprised asleep, on the terrace of bis pavilion. 
Ameir Ally Tumghatchei, (clerk of the signet) one of the depend- 
ants of Bouka, struck off the head of the general ivliile he still rcpos<*d 
upon his pillow ; and amidst the alarm and confusion which ensued, 
V hich it IS not difficult to conceive, the greater part df the Sultan’s 
friends and adherents were put to the sword. One of them how- 
ever escaped ; and, overtaking his master on the road towards Azer- 
buijauu, about four farsangs on that side of Esteraein, informed him 
of the sudden and disastrous revolution, which had occurred to his 
affairs. Plunged by the intelligence into a state of melancholy and 
despondence, the Sultan shaped his course for Soraub, probably in 
Mazanderaun, at -this period the residence of his mother Tilty, or Kilty 
Khatfin ; his courtiers, and principal officers, with their followers, like 
his better fortune, gradually abandoning him at every stage. Shums- 
ud-dein the prime minister, on his arrival at Jaujerem, proceeded to- 
wards IsfahauD, from whence he had it in contemplation to withdraw, 

*Juh 3rd A. D. 1284. 
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by way of Shiraaz, into India ; but from this latter design, at a subse- 
quent period he receded, through motives of affection for his numerous 
dependants, whom he found it repugnant to his feelings to abandon to 
the mercy of a vindictive succession. And to these manly sentiments 
he ultimately fell a victim. 

Shahzadah Arghuii, who had thus providentially triumphed over 
the designs of his adversaries, passed the night of his deliverance, in 
anxious watchfulness for the dawn of the succeeding day. He then 
received the congratulations of the princes his relatives, and of the 
ameirs, on the preservation of his life, and on his unlooked for restor- 
ation to power. In the mean time, a camel dispatch was sent off, by 
Boiika,theheadof theconspiracy, with instructions tothe Karaounauss, 
to intercept the retreat and terminate the career of Sultan Ahmed ; while 
another message proceeded to require that the Koustcheian, or archer 
militia, would exert themselves to destroy the followers of theforsaken 
monarch. Arghun, in person, soon engaged in the line of pursuit. 
The Sultan, on the other hand, on reaching Soraub, was advised by 
his mother, with the few followers w ho continued attached to hisfor^ 
iinu’s, to remain where ho was ; and abide witli patience, the gradual 
dis< losure of those e\ents, w liieli must yet arise from beneath the veil 
o* futurity. 

For some days, the state of his affairs was concealed from the ser- 
vants of the dowager princess, and each individual, as fancy might 
lead him, was suffered to indulge in conji^cture ; until Karaneghauiy 
and Sengur Niivan, two of the princess’s olfieers, one morning that 
they attended thepresence of the Sultan, according tocustom, ventured 
to enquire how it happened, that contrary to his practice on former 
visits, he should have aj)i)eared among them unaccompanied by his 
army ? The monarch replied, that having made a prisoner ol’ his formi- 
dable adversary, he had conceived it prudent, as a competent safeguard, 
to leave the whole army in charge of his person ; and for his own part, 
that he had hastened on before, to provide for the passage, and accom- 
modation of his troops. One of the chiefs, who sat without the pavi- 
lion, exclaimed aloud upon this, that what they hatl heard, was a gross 
mis-statement of circumstances ; for that Arghi'inKliaun had been posi- 
tively raised to the supreme dignity, by a great majority of the Shah- 
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.A7^1.'«683. zadulis and principal nobility, and that they were now in actual pitr- 
— • suit of Siiltan Ahmed, with the determined purpose of putting him ^ 

^***^1^* death. If therefore the two 'Nflyans entertained a genuine regard for 
^ the welfare of their country', they would not omit so fair an opportu- 
nity of securing the person of the Sultan, against the possibility ofes-. 
cape. On this disclosure, the two Aineirs immediately quitted the 
tent, and without further ceremony, proceeded to cut off all communi- 
cation with the unfortunate and devoted monarch. 

Such was the state of things, when a numerous body of the K&ni- 
ounauss forced the station of Soraiib, and fdled every quarter with the 
uproar of pillage and violence ; and at the expiration of two or three 
days, the unfortunate S6ltan w'as sent offhand-bound, to meet his tri- 
umphant nephew. AgreeablctoacustomprcvailingamongtheMo>r!iu|s, 
on the appearance of a vanquished adversary, Arghim is described on 
this occasion, as soon as the royal captive was conducted to his pre- 
sence, to have made use, looking at his attendants, ofthc exclamation 
Mereu! an expression of which, whether it was intended to convey 
irony, or contempt, or insult, or all together, the authordoes not furn- 
ish us with any explanation. This spoken, lie proceeded to celebrate 
his victory, by a liberal circulation of the goblet. But, as recent ex- 
ample had taught him, within his own experience, the hazard of com- 
mitting to a subjugated rival, the chance of life to avenge his misfor- 
tunes, and the bitter repentance of which, alone, such imprudent lenity 
was the source, he immediately delivered over the person of Sultan 
Ahmed, to the disposal of the sons of Konkilrbiii ; who had been put 
to death either by him, or by his authority. In retaliation forthe blood 
of their father, the avenging sons proceeded accordingly, on Thursday 
the tM'enty sixth ofthe former Juminaady*or the six hundred and eighry 
third of the Hidjerah't’ to tear up, like his s-hipwrecked hopes, the 
existence of the unfortunate monarch; when he had possessed the 
sovereign authority, for a period of about three years one month amt 
seven days. He left three sons, Kublantchet, Arslantchei, and Bou-. 
katchei, neither of whom ever attained to the imperial dignity. 

Arghun KHAUNj 'lhe son of Ab&ka Khaun, fourth of the Persian 
monarehs of the race of Jengueiz. 

* Aiigubt 9th 



Hovjever 6a tfaeir'detertninatian to subvert the authority of SAItait a. H. ala. 
Ahmed, and on their enlargement of Argh6n, it had been , for some rea- P» 
son or other, .agreed upon by the agents of the revolution, to place the Halwib-u^ 
young HulauJ& in nominal possession of the sovereign .power, the 
shahz^dahs on the spot, in Azerbfiijaun, resolved notwithstanding on 

the death of thcSultan, and on the arrival of that prince in the imperial . 

•j , , . • ...... A ,r. ArghunKhaun, 

residence, to acknowledge the authority of Arghun Khaun; and he was t(,e Perso- 

accordingly, on the twenty seventh of the latter J uramaudy,* at Shour- .jensjuizian mon- 

aub on the confines of Y uzleka, with the usual solemnities, publicly 

seated on the throne of Hulauku. 

When a period of festivity of more than ordinary duration had ex- 
pired, and Arghun Khaun had exhibited very liberal proofs of his 
bounty, towards tiie different orders of the noinlity, he proceeded to 
reward the service of llouka, who was at the same time the author of 
his deliverance and of liis aggrandizeincat, by investing him, as prime 
minister, under the title of Tchirfgsang formeily explained, with the 
entire contronl ofovery department of the state. At the same time, he 
bestowed the government of Ba-j:bdad npon Ariik, the brother of the 
minister, who had the custody of his person, for the short period of his 
roiifinement at Kliojann ; and he contrived to reconcile his son liu- 
l.aijri to his disappointments, by lavishing upon him every proof of 
regard and attachment, short of that power, to which he had been so 
jirematurely taught to aspire. 

Jt was formerly observed that the late prime minister, Shums-ud-dein 
Mahoinmed, on intelligence of the unexpected revolution in favor of 
Arghun Khaun, was making the best of his way towards Isfahaun ; 

With the ultimate design of retiring by sea into llindnstann. A sud- 
den resolution to trustto providence, and resign hinisclftohis fate, actu- 
ated him, however, to abandon that design ; and lie determined to mea- 
sure back liis steps, and submit, with a good grace, to the authority of 
the new sovereign. On bis journey he received from \rghan Khaun, 
by some persons of distinction, a declaration, confirmed under the 
imperial signature, that he had freely forgiven th^* past; and an assur- 
ance of afriendly and honorable reception, if he would repair without . 
further delay to the royal presence. Encouraged by these assurances, 

* Scpleiiibet 9th, 12&4. 
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Shttins-ud-dcin proseciited his joUrm^ with additibnai'cdniillencir^nd 
alacrity ; and on the tenth of Riidjiib* he reached the cat^'p, or resi- 
dence of Arghdn Khaun, being accommodated on his arrival in die pa- 
vilion of Bouka, the new minister of state. The following day he was 
introduced to the sovereign, from whom he experienced a very favor- 
able reception. But many daj's were not suffered to elapse, before 
some envious individuals in his confidence, suggested to the Vezzeir, 
that unless he was on his guard, notwithstanding his present specious 
humility, he would soon find his authority eclipsed, ifnotentirelysupcr- 
seded, through the consummate talents for intrigue of Shums-ud-dein. 

Is thine adversary in thy power?** said they, “beware lest thousnffer 
“ him to escape. For shouldst thou be imprudent, and he retain the 

powerof injury, repentance will little avail thee.’* Such malevolent 
insinuationsdid not fail to produce an impression on a mind already jea- 
lous of his influence ; and Bouka, at the earliest private conference 
with his sovereign, embraced the opportunity of warning him against 
the absurdity offorming expectations ofhonorable or faithful service, 
from the traitor, who had poisoned his benefactor, the just and bene- 
volent AbSika ; and ultimately to assure him, that the stability of his 
power essentially depended on the annihilation of thi.s intriguing .states- 
man’s existence. 

These and similar arguments finally prevailed with Arghi’into direct, 
that the illustrious minister of so many kings, (fur he had, for a period 
of thirty years, enjoyed the highest and most splendid distinctions 
in the state) should be brought to answer to the atrocious charge of 
having poisoned his sovereign. A council of the N uyans, or principal 
Ameirs, wa.s accordingly assembled ; and Shums-ud-dein was brought 
before them with his bands bound, and to the infinite regret of a whole 
people, which could not suppress the most bitter lamentations at hi.s 
unmerited fate. -In reply to the charges of mismanagement and pecu- 
lation, he desired itmigbt be understood, that he voluntarily admitted 
an hundred fold, all that the utmost envy and malignity of his accusers 
could allege against him ; but of the foul charge of treason against the 
life and! person of his. benefactor, whether in thought, word, or deed, 
be protested hisperfect innocence, and solemnly disavowed the slig.htes't 


* September 2l9t, 1284, 
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knawlefll^. Ag&itfst-the preiriedftated purpose of his enemies, the A. H. 
appeals of innocence, and the exertions of eloquence, were equally un- A. D. 1284-8 7. 
availing. He was’ condemned to die, and suffered the punishment of Habeib-us- 
his condemnation, amidst the sighs and groans of thousands, on Mon< 
day the fourth of Shabaun, of the six hundred and eighty third of the 
Hidjerah.* 

Having thus secured himself against the competition of rival talents, 

Bouka, or Bouga Tchingsang, now proceeded without controul, to 
the full exercise of his power ; and in spite of his prejudices, the author 
is in truth compelled to acknowledge, that this uncircumcised Turk 
was as terrible to his adversaries from his inflexible and undaunted 
-spirit, as he was respectable for his consummate prudence and sagacity, 
and for his rigid and impartial administration of justice. Of this lat- 
ter quality the following circumstance is introduced as an illustration. 

A inuleteerattachedtothcimperialstables, a nativeofSeiestaun, had pre- 
sumed to snatch an apple from a fruit-stall in the market; and the stall- 
keeper endeavoring to wrest his property from the marauder, received 
a blow from him, of which' he immediately hastened to lay his com- 
plaint before the minister. \V ithout a moment’s hesitation, Boukadirect- 
id the muleteer to be cut in two ; remarking to the by standers,that if 
offences of this sort, however trivial in their nature, were suffered to go 
unpunished, it tvould operate as an encouragement to crimes of greater 
magnitude, and ultimately so extenuate the bonds of civil authority, 
as to render the machine of government unmanageable to the resources 
of human skill. The power of Bouka became, however, at last so over- 
hearing and excessive, that there remained to Arghfln Khaun scarcely 
ought of the sovereign authority but the name ; and this producing in 
the minds ofthe nobility, andprincipal courtiers, the ordinary concom- 
itants of jealousy and envy, they commenced, for the removal and 
destruction of the obnoxious minister, the usual course of intrigue. 

But so deeply bad he wrought himself into the confidence and friend- 
ship of his master, that every effort to supplant him proved in vain ; and 
his enemies were accordingly compelled for some time longer to feed 
upon their own malignity. 

• Fifteenth of October, 1*284. 
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A. Hfu 6SS-8e. The materiels for th^ degradation of the epfiniater were hanreirer. ta-t 
A, P. 128*07. sensibly maturing, ip the splendiddeetiny which awaited the<fortttiiate 
Habeib-n>- Saud-ud-doulah ; a Jew, of a Jewish family foog settled at Ebher, who 
was introduced into the household of Argbda JLhaun by his talents 
as a physician. This person at an early period of his life, had taken 
up his residence in the metropolis of Baghd&d ; and freely associating 
with men of all countries, Turks, as well as Persians and Arabs, con- 
trived to acquire an extensive and intimate knowledge in their res- 
pective languages. Atthesame time, he obtained a considerable degree 
of insight into the state of the revenues of that once flourishing metro- 
polis, and into the embezzlements and malversations by which, in every 
direction, the government was defrauded of its rights. While he was 
himself thus employed at Baghdad, some of his nation who had found 
means to establish themselves in the confidence of Arghfin Khaun, 
under some pretext or other, which is not very satisfactorily explained, 
prevailed upon that monarch to require his attendance at court. 

Soon after the arrival of Saud-ud-doulab, the monarch was attacked 
by some complaint, which rendered the medical talents of the Jew pe- 
culiarly useful; and he prescribed with singular success in alleviating 
the complaint. On his visits during the period of convalescence, the at- 
tention of the man of physic was directed to ascertain the subjects 
which seemed to contribute more strikingly to interest and amuse his 
patient; and he soon discovered that an inordinate desire to accumu- 
late wealth and treasure, was the ruling propensity of ArghAn. Saud- 
ud-doulab then availed himself of the information which he had col- 
lected, to furnish the monarch with some very clear and important 
details, with respect to the resources and expenditure of the different 
provinces of the empire, and to those of the government of Baghdad 
in particular. In short he alleged that the minister Bouka, and his 
relatives, bad so completely monopolized every species of intelligence, 
that it was nex,t to an impossibility to form a true judgmeotof the state 
pf affairs; for in none of the departments under their controuJ, had they- 
left a single item on which to determine the real balanoeadpe to the 
imperial treasury. . Attd finally that his brother Arfik, or Arouky, had 
indulged in sotnany acts of oppression anf| arbitrary violence, through- 
out Baghdad nnd its dependencies, that justice and her concomitants 
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privflft^liiappiQess anH tepose, tike the elegant embellishmen ts of genius 
and the arts,' had totally disappeared from the country. 

Inconsequence of these representations, a royal mandate was at last 
issued that Saud*ud-doulah, accompantedby two Moghftl commission* 
ers, should immediately repair to Baghd&d ; with authority tocollect the 
revenues, tp investigate the conduct of the former officers, to take an 
account of the actual state of the treasury, and to exert their utmost 
assiduity to prevent the recurrence of the prevailing abuses. In the 
latter part of the six hundred and eighty sixth of the Hidjerah, Saud> 
lul-doulah and his associates proceeded accordingly to Baghdkd ; but 
having in a very short time, raised a large sum of money from the ar- 
rears of the preceding, and from a demand in advance on the collections 
of the current year, he thence returned without delay to the presence 
of ArghAn Khaun, whose ruling propensity he amply gratified by the 
unusual display of treasure, and other valuable property now placed 
at his disposal. The satisfaction of the monarch was evinced, among 
other favors, by the appointment of Saud-ud-doulah, to the controul 
of the revenues of Baghdad ; where, by resorting to the expedients 
which had proved so productive on the former occasion, he a second 
time succeeded in realizing an abundant supply for the imperial 
treasury; with which he punctually repaired to the court of ArghAn, 
iiowatKuiikur orKAnguraulung, ata subsequent period destined to rise 
into the celebrated city ofSiiltauniah. 

From the contemplation of such a mass of treasure produced in so 
short a time, ArghAn Khaun was easily led to calculate that the sums 
of which ArAk had annually defrauded the state,out of the revenues of 
Baghdad alone, could not have been much inferior in amount ; and 
hence his confidence in the just discrimination, and consummate skill 
of Saud-ud'doulah was raised to the highest pitch. The report which 
he received at the same time, from OurdAkeia, one of his Tartar col- 
legoos, of the extensive capacity of the Jew, and of the astonishing ad- 
vantages that wouldbe the result, if thcaffairs of the wholeempire weoe 
placed under the management of a person, who twice in so short a pe- 
riod, had furnished from a single department, so considerable a supply 
to the imperial treasury, lending additional force to his own opinion, 
the Eylekhaun issued, without further deliberation, an edict annoua- 
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tiabeib-as- a^iothcr Mog^l chief, §and-ud-.douJalL vva? Jo be aoknowledged with- 
out limitation, a^ Vez;;cir and .sole ^ninister in all afiaits of .civil au- 
thority, and finance. And moreover, that .while the Ainmrs' of the 
epipire of., whatever rank or dignity, were positively forbidden to make 
any representation to the throne without his concurrence, Saud-ud- 
doulah w’as Jiimself, on the contrary, to have free and unquestioned 
access to the presence of the sovereign, whenever he had matters to 
communicate, without previous consultation with any one w'batever. 

Saud-ud-doulah having become thus invested with such extensive 
authority, the reputation of Bouka Tchin.gsang rapidly declined ; and 
his enemies, who had long been on the watch for such an opportunity, 
eagerly availed themselves of the occasion to bring to the recollection 
of Arghun, the base ingratitude with which this man had betrayed the 
confidence reposed in him by Sultan Ahmed, his former master ; nei- 
ther didthey omit to remark, how trifling his resources at that period, 
in comparison with what he had since acquired, in his immoderate 
wealth, and in the numerous soldiery retained to serve under his stand- 
ard. licnee the awe with which every branch of the imperial family 
looked up to his opinion, and hence the implicit obedience to every 
tiling which he chose to dictate. A prudent prince, said they, would 
not be regardless of the proceedings of such a man — would hasten on 
the contrary to curtail him of the means of acting over again, with im- 
punity, the same lessons of treason and ingratitude. These, and other 
arguments, which were not wanting to awaken thejealousy of the mon- 
arch, soon w'Fought ill the mind of Arghun, an entire change to the 
prejudice of Bouka; and the disgrace of the falling minister became 
complete, when, not long afterwards, both he and his dependants were 
directed to deliver over without delay, into other hands, the whole of 
the public recordsTiitherto entrusted to them, and to withdraw forever, 
from all further employment in the state.. . 

In order to avenge the disgrace, Boukapn^lii^ immediatejy (Je* 
termined on forming a conspiracy to subvert the authority, of bis so- 
vereign ; and with that object be uow dispatc,(i^ 9 coufideptiai message 
to Jousbkaub the son of Jerpaugbun, qpd.grandson of Ui^lauki^,.at 
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this period residing at some place, which he had chosen for his abode, 
on Hie banks of the Euphrates. The design of the message after an- 
iiouncing-the displeasure into which he had fallen with 'Arghuin Khauh, 
through ihe jealousy and intrigues of his enemies, was to communi- 
cate to the. prince, a proposal to assert his claim to the throne of his 
grandfather; and a promise, that he would, on his appearance in Azer- 
baijaun, immediately Join him with a numerous party of his adherents 
w horn he had already engaged to promote theenterprize. The Shahzadah, 
though taken by surprise, did not hesitate as to the principle by which 
he was to be governed on the occasion. He informed the messenger 
that, under present circumstances, it was impossible to place any re- 
liance on the statements of which he had been the bearer ; but if his 
concurrence was in anvshapethoughtofimportancetotheundertaking, 
a list of the principal cliiefs engaged to support it, and a written detail 
of the plan in contemplation, would at once secure his confidence, 
and remove all his doubts on the subject. The agent hastened back 
to his employer, and having obtained from him the written proofs re- 
quired, soon afterwards returned, and placed them in the hands of the 
Shahzadah ; by whom he was now directed to apprize his master, that 
on a certain niglit, lie, the Shahzadah, would be in the camp of Arghun ; 
and that it was expected that Boukaand his party would be ready in 
arms, to support him, in the ultimate execution of the design against 
the life and authority of their imperial a<lversarv. • 

111 the mean time, nothing was further from the intention of Joush- 
kaiih than any measure of hostility against the person or government 
of his kinsman ; on the contrary he was deliberatinsr on the speediest 
means of making him acquainted with the designs of his degraded min- 
ister, At last hedetenniiied to behimselfthe bearer of bis intelligence 
and having provided against reaching thecamp, on the night fixed upon 
forthe appearance of the conspirators, he hastened, the following morn- 
ing, to the presence of Arghftn Khaun, to whom he made a full disclo- 
sure of the plan in agitation to subvert bis authority. Arghun refused 
at first, to give credit to the information ; but the paper containing the 
list of Bouka's accomplices, together with thleir written engagement, 
being shewn'tohim, his doubts gave way tohis indignation, and a strong 
division was sent off without delay, to attack thequarters of Bouka,aQd 
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to taring bim ia boni}» to the fo6t of the throne.* The* rebel howev^ bb* 
tainedBome intimation of his danger, and 'contrived for the present to 
escape to the camp of Oulj&i Khathn (probably Oulj&itA); where he 
had the effrontery to demand an investigation of his conduct. His 
guilt was established on the clearest proofs ; and the Shahzhdah whom 
he had endeavored to seduce into rebellion, at the same time that he 
was his accuser, consented to become his executioner, and struck off 
his head with his own hand. 

For a period of two years subsequent to this event, in spite of the 
antipathies of an adverse religion, the author is compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that Saud-ud-doulah the fortunate Israelite, continued to direct 
the machine of government with a success, which raised the empire to 
a pitch of almost unexampled prosperity and splendor. And, although 
he is reproached with having distributed every employment of the 
state, between his brothersand relatives, yet, at the conclusion of the 
period to which we have alluded, with a treasure of one thousand to- 
mauns, or ten millions of dinatirs of gold,* in the imperial exchequer, 
such was the moderation and uniform integrity of their deportment, 
that not a single complaint of violence, or injustice in any shape, was 
heard against them from any part of this wide extended monarchy. In 
the mean time, the proofs of his sovereign’s bounty descended upon this 
highly favored minister in rapid succession, and every returning day 
brought with it some fresh accumulation of dignity and honor; until 
the familiarity with which he was permitted to approach theperscMi of 
his master, made him at last forgetful of his place, and of the respect 
which was due to the majesty of the throne. Hence on one occasion, 
while eng^^edat dice with the monarch, in makings throw, he inad- 
vertently stretched out his leg from beneath his robe ; and one of the 
Tartar nobles coming in at the instant, proceeded to upbraid him, inbitter 
terms, with the grossness of the indecorum, and with the contumaci- 
ous insolence with which he presumed to comport himself, under the 
accumulated favors of an indulgent sovereign. Sattd-ud-doulah en- 
deavored to apologize, by explaining that a sudden pain in his knees 
had been the cause of an inattention so apparently disrespecftfuf ; and 
that he conceived it would be nmark of folly, if even in this instance^ 
he had refused to obey the commands of so j ust and considerate amonarch- 

*4,683,8331. 6s. 8d. at the lowest computation. 
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His exorbitant power had, howerer, by this become extremely A. H. 68»4>o,i 
obnoxious to the courtiers and principal Ameirs ; all of whom now A. P. laaoo i. 
united in a combination to destroy him, with Toughan Nflyan, a pow- Habeib us- 
erful noble whose pride had been, in some point or other, more parti- 
cularly offended. But the design was carefully concealed, until mat- 
ters should be perfectly ripe for its execution. In his progress to gran- 
deur, the. minister had, it seems, at first outwardly evinced a disposition 
to favor, if not to associate in the doctrines of Mahommedism ; and 
this spirit it was that, peradventure, dictated the letters dispatched in 
Ramzaun of the year six hundred and eighty eight* toBaghdlid, pro- 
vidingforthe protection and accommodation of the pilgrims to Mckkah. 

But, when he became thoroughly intoxicated with his good fortune, his 
pride and arrogance at last exceeded even that of the impious race of 
Aud ;'!* and both he and his profligate relatives, and the miscreants of 
his nation, proceeded without scruple, to insult and deride the sacred 
principles of Islam. 

In short, the impiety of Saud-ud-doulali was at last carried to such 
a pitch, that, whenever an opportunity occurred, he employed every 
arsumenttoinculcateinto his master, thatthedivinemissionof his illus- 
trious ancestor Jengueizhavingdescended to him by a just inheritance, 
he possessed through the goodness of heaven, all the means that were 
requisite, not v^nly for the consolidation of a mighty monarchy, but, 
whenever he thought proper, for establishing, like the prophet of the 
Arabs, a new system of religion of his own, on the abrogation of every 
previous codeof faith, that had hithertosubsisted in the world. Arghun 
Khaun, whose avaricious disposition had confirmed him the adversary 
of every Mussulman, derived from these arguments fresh pretences for 
their persecution, and humiliation; and a mandate was now issued, 
ordaining that forthefuture, none who professed the religion of the Kor- 
an, should on any consideration be employed in the collections ; nay, 
furthermore, they were rigorously excluded, by the same mandate, from 
holding any intercourse whatever with the imperial residence. To 
complete the climax of his impieties, the minister brought his mis-, 
guided sovereign finally to resolve on polluting the sacred sanctuary 

* Septenber, A. D« lS8h. 

t Described iu tbe preliniinary discourse u Sale’s Xonui, p. p. 8, and the following. 
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lo wed. walls ; aad OBcpnver;tiBgtbeMalioiiiaiedan8, audeveiy aubiect 
of his authority » from the worship of the true God, to the absurd and 
impious adoration of stocks and stones. 

In the very zenith of his power, these alleged malignant designs were 
however, suddenly suspended by the hand of destiny. . His sovereign 
was seized with a dangerous illness, which was soon found td resist 
the powers of medicine ; and the minister began to tremble at that ven- 
geance which he had justly to apprehend from an enraged nobility. 
It was in vain that he bad recourse to various expedients to disarm 
the resentment of his enemies, and to recover his popularity. The 
dissolution of. his master was finally ascertained to be at hand; and he 
sought by privately dispatching into Khorassaun, to invite Shabz^dah 
Ghazan, afterwards emperor, to repair with all possibleexpedition to the 
imperial residence, in order toshieldhiinselfundertheprotectionofthat 
prince against the swords of the exasperated Aineirs. His intentions 
could not however escape the vigilance of the powerful party combined 
against him. A conference was immediately held at the quarters of 
Toghatchaur, one of the most distinguished Nfiyans, where it was re- 
solved, in the first instance, to destroy or make away with the prin- 
cipal adherents of Saud-ud'doulah ; and this wascarried into immediate 
execution. They then secured the person of the minister ; and after 
he had been suffered to languish for several days, in a state of the 
most agonizing suspense and apprehension, in the custody of Toghat- 
chaur, they ultimately put a period to his existence. 

Arghun Kbaun did not long survive the fate of his minister. He died, 
at his gardens in the territory of Arran, on Tuesday the third of the for- 
mer Rebbeiaof the six hundred and ninetieth of the Ilidjerah ;* to the 
great relief of every friend oflslkm, and to the equal mortification of 
all that were hostile to the law of Mahommed. His reign appears to 
have occupied a period of about six years and s^ix months. He left 
four sons, Ghazan Kbaun, Beissuteymur, Ouljaitfi Sultan, and Kbatai 
Oghai ; of whom the first and third at succeeding periods, attained to 
the sovereign power. 


* March 4tlH 
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The decided part which this monarch took against thre religious 
system, which prevailed throughout his dominions, might justify the 
appreliension that his character would be unfavorably delineated ; and 
yet his memory appears to have escaped that obloquy to which it was 
exposed from the violence of Mahommedan prejudice. 

Among the learned cotemporaries of Arghun Khaun we cannot omit 
tomention the uaraeofNasser-ud-dein Abdullah Boizauvy; the author 
of the Nizaum-ul-towaurikh, a chronicle frequently referred to by ori- 
ental writers, who died in the six hundred and ninety second of the 
Ilitljerah. 

KEYKitAt'Tu, orGnxJAUTt: KHArx the son of Abaka, fifth of the 
IVrsian monarchs of the race of Jcngiioiz. 

Through the culpable negligence of transcribers, the name of this 
monarch has been indifferently committed to record in the manner 
al>ove perfixt'd : but it having been observed, by Mirza Ulugh Beg in 
his historv of the four tribes, that the word Kevkhautu must origin- 
ally have been written Tehevghautun, which bears in the Moghul dia- 
lei’t the jiositive signification of antonis/ur, (dcr taujeb andauz,) the 
author whom we have chosen for our guide has assigned the preference 
to the former methotl.* 

Under his brother’s authority, Keykhanth appears to have held the 
governmentol ll II in, or western Anatolia ; and on t he death ofthat brother, 
ill -the manner just related, the whole of the principal A ineirs now con- 
curred in deputing Alguzzy (Jurckauii one of their number, toapprize 
him of the recent event ; to announee to liiin his accession to the sover- 
eign power: and to request bis immediate presence at the residence of 
the imperial anlbority, at this period iiermancntly established cither 
at Tebreiz, or some of the towns in the neighborhood. . They had 
however scarcely disiiatelied their agent, when a diflerence of opinion 
arose among the same Aineirs, with respect to the succession in which 
they had so recently concurred ; Toghatchaur,aiKl another chief, openly 
declaring for Baidu Oghul, the son of Teraghai, the son of Hulauku, to 
whom, ill his retreat at Baghdad, a letter was accordingly written, with 

• In llic Kliolausut-ul-alJibiiur \vc find iicvcrtbclcss, that ibe same antb( r, or bis U'ous- 
scriber, invariably nrites Ibc name Cunjatuu. 
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On theother hand, when thedeath ofhisbrotlierwasannounced to him 
by the person deputed for the purpose, Keykhautu hastened without 
delay towards Azerbaijaun ; many of the nobility proceeding at the 
same time as far as Alalauk, towards the source of the Aboras, Aras, 
or Araxes, to meet, and congratulate himon his elevation. And on Sun- 
day the twenty fourth of Uudjub of the six hundred and ninetieth of 
the Hidjerah,*in the presence of a general diet of the states of the em- 
pire, he publicly ascended with the usual solemnities, the throne of 
lliilauku; some of the Ameirs submitting to his authority with unaf- 
fected zeal and cordiality, while others were constrained to ackuou - 
ledge his power, with an exterior ofsatisfaction which but ill accorded 
w'ith their private feelings. 

When some days had been devoted without interruption to the 
ordinary festivities of the occasion, Keykhautu did not fail to summons 
the disaffected Ameirs to answer for their conduct ; and 'roghatchaur 
and Kenjekbaul in particular, -were condemned to atone under the 
the bastinado, for their declared predilection in favor of another ; after 
which they were exempted from further punisliment, and received to 
pardon, through the mediation of some of the Moghul chiefs in the 
interest of the new sovereign. The presence of Keykhautu being soon 
afterwards required to quell some disturbances in Anatolia, he was 
compelled, on the fourth of the succeeding month of llamzaun,f to 
make the best of his way to that province. His seeret enemies among 
theAmeirs,and the Shahzadahs his relatives, immediately took ad vantage 
of his absence to excite commotions against his government ; but re- 
turning unexpectedly, and in triumph, into Azerbaijaun, in the latt^ 
Jummaudy of the six hundred and ninety first of the Hidjerah,^ he 
ably vindicated his pow'er, restored submission to his authority, and, 
with a moderation rarely exhibited by the victor, bestowed upon his 
vanquished adversaries the most liberal proofs of kindness and indul- 
gence. He now conferred the dignity of Ameir-ul-fimra, or lieuten- 
ant general of the empire on Auk Bouka Bahauder ; and on the sixth 
* July 21st, 1291. t August 29th, A. D. 1291. ^ May A. D. 1292. 
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of Zilfaudje of the sane year,* with the title of SuddurjahaUn, he con- 
!tigned the officeof Vezzcir, or minister of civil affairs, to-Sudder-ud- 
dein Ahmed, the Zenjaunian. 

The testimony of historians is uniform in bestowing upon Keykhau- 
tun,the character of the most liberal and munificent of the race ofHul- 
aukCt ; a disposition which he carried indeed to such excess, that in 
the course of a very limited period, he contrived to dissipate, among 
the Shahzadahs and Ameirs of his court, the whole of the treasures 
accumulated by his predecessors. A general enlargement of prisoners 
in the early part of his reign, and his uniform attention to the repose and 
happiness of his people, bespoke the mildness and philanthropy of his 
hei'rt; and his repugnance to the effusion of human blood was so great, 
tliat the whole period of his authority did not furnish asingle example 
of the punishment of death. With all these amiable qualities theEyl- 
khauuian monarch was, nevertheless, so wretchedly enslaved to his 
-cnsual and irregular indulgences, and particularly to an inordinate 
passion for women, that in order to gratify this latter, he seized with- 
out scruple, and with unblusliing effrontery, on the wives and daugh- 
ters of the subjects of his power, from the highest Ameirto the meanest 
peasant, and of every trilie and complexion. But, these repeated vi- 
t)latioiiS of the most sacred riglits of society terminated, as they justly 
should have done, in his ultimate destruction. 

In the mean time, our attention will be devoted to the recital of 
some interesting jiarticulars in the administration of his A’^ezzeir, 
Khaujah .Suddurjahann Ahmed ; who derived his original from a family 
which had long exercised the oilice of Kauzy, at Zenjaun, and who 
commenced his career in the service of Toghatcliaur Nhyan. Having 
succeeded to the prime ministry, tbrougb the sole preference of Keyk- 
hauth, be received from his sovereign every mark of distinction in his 
power to bestow ; and ifa disposition equally bountiful and liberal with 
bis own, could justify the choice, the monarch bad no reason to regret 
the preference. But, very shortly after his accession to power, the 
A^ezzeir proceeded to exclude the Ameirs of the empire from all inter- 
ference ill the councils of government,^ and without communicating 
with them iuany shape, to regulate atbisown entire discretion every de- 

* November 1292. 
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A. H. 691 - 98 . paTtinrat of the state. Hence a combination was formed amonj the 
A. D. 1292 ^. principal inhabitants of Tebreiz to represent toKeykhautA^ the decay* 
H.beib-us* ruin into which his armies and military equipments had fallen 
through the blind 'presumption of the minister, who had arbitrarily un- 
dertaken, on his own private decisions, to dispose of the resources of 
the empire. Keykhautu did not hesitate to ascribe tlie remonstrance 
to an ignoble motive ot jealousy, and in this belief immediately issued a 
fresh decree, by which the entire authority of the monarchy, from the 
banks of the Oxus to the confines of Egypt, was vested without con- 
troul in the hands of Suddur-jahann ; wliom he further empowered to 
proceed against his accusers to any extremity tha.t he might conceive 
commensurate with his injuries. Availing himself of tliese extraordi- 
nary powers the minister hastened to lay his adversaries in bonds ; but 
when they had in some degree atoned, by the indignities to which they 
were thus exposed, for their malevolent attack, he took, at the expir- 
ation of a few days, compassion on their sufferings, and freely forgave 
them all. 

The boundless and indiscriminate liberality of the monarch, com- 
bined with a magnihcencc not less prodigal oii the part of his minister, 
had soon exh.austed the treasury, of every description of specie ; and a 
destructive disease among the cattle throughout the empire, producing 
at thesame time, additional demands on the benevolence of Keykhautu, 
the Vezzeir found himself at a loss for the means ofsupplyiiig even the 
necessary expences of the imperial household. In these eircunistaii- 
ces, a variety of plans were discussed in order to remove the ditriciiltv ; 
and amongothers, £zz-ud-deiu Muzuffer, an officer of the revenue, of 
great acuteness and ability in his depaHment,* and who was possibly 
not over scrupulous about the means so that the ends were accom- 
plished, proposed in the room of specie to introduce a paper exchange, 
similar to what Ijad been long since established in China, and the terri- 
tories of the Kaaifns, or Tartar sovereigns ; and thus, by substituting 
amedium for theohjects of trade and commercial intercourse, ultimate- 
ly to transfer into the imperial treasury, the whole of the gold and silver 
of the country, and without the slightest prejudice to the interests of 

* The epithet of Sherreir applied to him, conveys an ambiguous meaning, cither aentt 
vtyrojligttte — shrewd knave perhaps. 
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individuals, to create a most material addition of strength and vigor to the 
monarchy. A debt of five hundred tomauns,orfivemillions ofdinaurs,* 
of which the treasury presented no probable source of liquidation, and 
the daily exigencies of the government for which he must indispensably 
provide, urged the vtzzeirtoattendtothenovelsuggesstionofMuzutFer; 
and he accordingly proceeded, in conjunction with PullaudTchingsang, 
the minister of the court of China and Tartary, to communicate to his 
sovereign this aUtgtd absurd, and impracticable plan. 

Keykhautu was easily led to concur in a measure which promised 
to supply such abundant resources for his prodigalit}’’ ; and an edict 
was immediate^ issued, under his authority, from thence-forvvard 
strictly prohibiting throughout his dominions the use of the precious 
metals t ilher as tlie medium of trade, oriii any species of manufacture, 
further than was expressly ntjuired for the personal service of the 
luonaieh. (ioltisiniths and embroiderers were pioscribed their em- 
ployments; and as a .substitution for specie, it wasdirected tliats/a>H/j,f 
or banking bousis, sbould be forthwith established in every city and 
pi'iiieipal town, thronghont the .se.veral provinces of Azerbayjaun, Ara- 
bian and I’ersian Irak, Diaiirbekir, Khuzistaun, Farss, and Khorass- 
aiiii,roinprising theextciit of the Persian empire, at this period. Agents 
were, at the same time, a|»pointed to carry the decree into execution, 
ill every district ; and it was furthermore ordained, that when they en- 
gaged on any expedition, vcA'age, or journey in trade, the governors of 
provinces, and all merchants should supply themselves, in lieu of cash, 
vvithTchao, or bank iioU-s ; and, as an iudemnity for their loss of ein- 
ployiiieiit, as well as to prevent them from liaving recourse to their res- 
jtective professions, it was finally announced that all goldsmiths, Ser- 
aiifs, or nioiieychangers,aiidciu!)roiderers, ormanufaclurers in gold and 
silver, would be paid a certain aiiiiual stipendiu notes, at the established 
bunks. 

In consequence of this singular arrangement, a tchao-khaunah, or 
banking house, was immediately erected, at a considerable expence, in 
every principal tow’n throughout the empire. Butin order to enable 
us to form .some eoinpeteiit judgment on the subject, the autlior pro* 
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ceeds^o state that the TchAo was an oblong square piece of paper, con> 
taininga short inscription in Khatkian, or Chinese characters, andex> 
bibiting on each side the Mahommedan confession of faith, asserting 
that there is no God but God, and that Mahommed is the messenger 
of God ! with the terms Eirentchei and Routclici, titles which seem 
to have been bestowed by the Kkans of Khatai, upon the Persian mon* 
archs. In the middle of the note was described a circle, within which 
was expressed the value, from one half to ten dirhems,* together with 
the declaration, that in the year six hundred and ninety three, his im- 
perial majesty had instituted that species of bank paper, for the cur- 
rency of his dominions ; which, on pain of the mosfeserious punisli- 
ments,to themselves, their wives, and their children, his liege suhjccls 
were thence-forward to make use of in all the transactions of life. 

The promulgation of this decree appears to have occasioned the most 
extensive alarmamong all descriptions of people, hut more immediately 
in the metropolis of Tebreiz ; where its objects were carried into.actual 
execution, inthemonthofZilkaudahof the si.x hundred and ninety third 
of the llidjerah.* For two or three days, the shopkeepers and retail 
dealers endeavored through compulsion, to give currency to these notes, 
in the ordinary transactions of the market. lJut at the expiration of 
that short i>eriod, many of the more opulent inhal)itant.s, apprehensive 
of the serious injury which they were lik<“ly to sustain in their pro- 
perty, could no longer tolerate w'hat they conceived to be so grievous 
an imposition, and lied the town ; while others, at tiie same time that 
through terror of the displeasure of government, they continued to 
keep open the doors of their shops, nevertheless civrefully secreted 
every article of clothing and subsistance. The general and domestic 
inconvenience, which was the immediate result-, produced the most 
violent agitation ; and thewholereraainingpopulationof Tebreiz united,, 
with loud clamoursy to complain of the obnoxious measure; and to exe- 
crate the author of it; Ezz-ud-dein Muzutfer, who fell, according to 
some historians, an immediate sacrifice to the rage of the disorderly 
multitude. ThepassageoftheKara?^un8 from one province to another 
now ceased, and ev^ry species of trade, andcoinmercial intercourse was. 
totally at an end. 

* l-'rom two pence three fartliings, to four sliillinj^s and seven pence. 

• October, 1201. 
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In such circumstances of alarm and embarassment, it is not strange 
that the vezzeir should have united with the Ameirs of the court, in 
representing to Keyklmutu that the hank>note system appeared fraught 
with ruin to his people, and extinction to the rev'enues of the state; 
and that it it were suffered to continue in force, but for a very few days 
longer, the result might prove most calamitous, if not fatal to his for- 
tune and government. Neither did it require any great exertion of rea- 
soning, to prevail upon the monarch to listen to this appeal; and he 
consented without hesitation to resciiid the decree, which seemed to 
threaten such inausiiicious consequences. Those of the inhabitants 
who had abaudoped tliecity immediately returned to their dwellings, 
and the country was soon restored to its ibrmcr state of prosperity and 
abundance. 

The manner in which, in defiance of every principle of justice and 
decorum, Keykhautu dared to force to his licentious propensities the 
u ives and daughters ofeveryclassof liis su!»jLcts, and more particularly 
ihoso of the Mahouunedans, has already been intimated. It is therefore 
notsurprising that, smarting under the recollection ofsuch gross undac- 
cuimilated injuries, thc\ should at last have uuitediuaspiritofdetermiu- 
ed hostility against his government, and should have looked with anxi- 
ous expectation, forthe developementofsomc favorable crisis to relieve 
thcmsi lvcs from the cruel insults, to which tlicy were [icrpctually cx- 
))osed. The intemperate excesses of the monurcii did not keep them 
lougiii suspense. One eveiiingat Al.ihtauk,forsome conceived offence 
ilia fit ofdrunkon ill humour, he directed Ayat Kiily, one of his officers, 
to inflict several blows upon bis kinsman, Baidu Ogliul, the grandson of 
Ilulauku. Next morning, Avhen he was recovered from the effects of 
his debauch, the monarch evinced the utmost regret for what had pas- 
sed ; and in order to make the most ample reparation in his power for 
the insult, he immediately assembled his whole court, and taking the 
diadem from hisown brows to place it on those of his offended kinsman, 
proceedediii their presence to offer every apology forhis conduct. The 
haughty MoghiB, though deeply incensed, conceived it however at 
that moment, unseasonable to exhibit anysymptoms of dissatisfaction ; 
and he accordingly consented to pass the day in mirth and conviviality, 
as if all were buried in oblivion. 
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A. n. efKMM. The discontented Ameirs, who were privately on thewstch for their 
A. D. l294-n6. opportunity, and no sooner discovered the secretdispleasure which was 
iiabeib-us- brooding in the mind of B^idd, than they obtained an interview with, 
that prince; and, on his promise toadvance from Baghdad in the course of 
the ensuing year, they readily entered into an engagement to join his 
standard, against the tyrant by whom he had been insulted. The 
Shahzadahs, \vho were not associated in the conspiracy, had quitted the 
court, and retired to their estates in the jirovinces; but in the middle 
of winter receiving intelligence oftlie designs in agitation, they trans- 
mitted to Keykhautun, without the smallest delay, a full disclosure of 
what the}' had learnt, together with the names of all concerned in the com- 
bination. Three of the leaders of the conspiracy were immediately 
seized and imprisoned, by Kc\khautn ; but Togliatchaur Niiyan, the 
fermenting prineijiloof the mischief, being uiiacconnt;d)ly lel't at large, 
omitted not to avail himseb of the circumstance to dispatch an express 
to Baghdad, urging the iminudiato depirtnre ibr .\zerl>aijann, of Ihlidu, 
as he tendered his hopes of realizing their just expectations of success. 
Ill compliance with this request Baidu instantly put his troops in mo- 
tion for Persian Irak. 

Keykhaulu, who was at this period at his residc'iicc in the district of 
Arran in the peninsula of the Kurrand Oras, hastened on intelligonec 
of the hostile approach of his kinsman, to Tebreiz; from whence hedis- 
patched an aflvanced guard of live titousand men, under Neinauk,or 
Tcyiiauk, or some such name, to check the march of the insurgents. 
Aukbonka, and the traitor Toghatchaur, followed shortly afterwards 
with two toinaiins, or divisionsof ten thousand each ; andun the third of 
the Ibrincr .finiimaudy, of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the 
liidjerali,* the monarch in person, at the head of the main hotly of the 
army, proceeded in the same direction. TIu, advanced guard under 
Tevnauk was soon y'ligaged with thelight troopsof the enemy, although 
the issue is not explained ; but when they had marched together in 
concert for two days, Toghatchaur, on the morning of the third, pro- 
ceeded with bis division inadvuncg, vvithout advising with his collegue ; 
although, when required to account for his behaviour, he asigned as 
hisrea8on,the scarcity of forage and water. Whicliforthe present allayed 

• Matfh 19tb, 120&. 
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thesi^icio^tbat bad been awakened againsthim.' Continuing how> 
ever his separate march on the fourth day, Aiikbouka became again 
Jealous of his intentions ; and in more peremptory terms, sent to demand 
an explanation of his conduct, so diametrically at variance with the sys- 
of military arrangement established by their superiors. Togh- 
^j^j^hanr now boldly threw off the mask ; and announced in reply, that 
liitherto, indeed, as Anieir-iil-hinra, or lieutenant-general of the em- 
pire underthc authority of Keykhautu, his obedience was due to Auk- 
bouka ; but circumstances being now materially altered, by the trans- 
fer of that important charge to himself, under the more recent author- 
ity of Uitidu Kiiaun, he must be excused if he considered himself no 
longci’ subject to the orders of any other person. Such a communi- 
cation was not calculated to diminish the apprehensions of A ukl>c)uka; 
atid the troops of his division, like a torrent overflowing its banks, 
proceeding in crouds to join the standard of the revolter, he found it 
< xpedient, with the few who continued firm to their allegiance, to seek 
the presence of his master. 

Yt h< n apprised of the unfavorable train, into which his affairs had 
been tbiov.n by this un-xpected desertion, Keykhautu expressed a 
tbsiie to v\ itlidravv, iniiiiediately into tbeconfines of the Anatolian pen- 
insula ; but, to some of bis courtiers, whose prudence and fidelity were 
perhaps eijuaily ipiestioiiahle, such a st«'p appeared inexpedient, and 
he was pievailed upon to jnocced, on the contrary, towards Ebher, 
a little to the southward of Sultauniah. At such a crisis, 'I'owukkel 
!IShvau, n ho had been but recently sent with a. juinieroiis body' of 
troojis, into Gurjestaun, or Georgia, smldenlv re-appeared ; and being 
joined by the disaffected Anieirs, who had contrived to make tbeires- 
cape from imprisonment at Tebreiz, all together, spurred on by tliemust 
deteimined and inveterate hostility', pushed lor the campot Keykhautu. 
The uiilortunate nionareb was soon afterwards seizid, and delivered 
up into the bauds of bis rebellious nobility; by whom, ou 'I’burs- 
day llic sixth of the latter Junimaiuly, of the six hundred and ninety 
fourth of the IJidjerah^ Ite was finally put to death, w lien lie had ex- 
ercised the sovereign authority for the exact period ot tnree years and 
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ninemonths. He left three sons, Ulafreng, transhhbj •nd'jQn^hlhAtdt 
neither of whom ever attained to the imperial power. 

Baidu Khauit, the son ofTeraghii, sixth of the Ferslan mottarehs 
of the race of Jengueiz. 

The destiny of Keykhautft having been determined in the mamnd^ 
just recorded, by the swords ofa rebellious aristocracy, ToghatchailAt|||l 
with most of the Ameirs of the empire, hastened without further de- 
lay to join the standard of BaidA ; whom, before the close 6f the month 
of Jummaudy, in the neighborhood of Ilamadaun, they seated on the 
throne of Hulaukii. The festivities incident to his inauguration being 
also at an end, the new sovereign proceeded to regulate the more im- 
portant concerns of the monarchy. To Toghatcliaur, who had been 
so coiispicuonsly instrumental to his elevation, he confirmed the dig- 
nity of Ameir-ul-umra, to which he further annexed the government of 
Diaurbekir, and Rfim. Suddur Jaliann was removed from the Viz- 
zaurut, which was bestowed upon Juinmaul-ud-dein Dustjerdauny ; 
the superseded minister being nevertheless, appointed to preserve or- 
der and tranquillity, in the provinces of Diaurbekir and Hum, as the 
lieutenant of Toghatchaur. The tomanns of 1 rAk Ajem wereconsigm-d 
toThlaudfii, and Kenjek, or Kentchekbal, was nominated to the super- 
intendance of Shubangaurah. Of the ministers of the late monarch, 
Ankbouka, and Taynju were both put to death ; others were received 
to pardon, andin particular Ayat Kuly,the officer who, at the instanceuf 
hismaster, hadstruck the prince at Alatauk; and whom, in consequence 
of bis bold and manly reply, when taxed with an offence for which he 
was no further responsible, than as having without scruple, obeyed 
the commands of his then sovereign, the new monarch very honorably 
enrolled in the establishment more immediately attached to bis person. 

B&idu was, however, scarcely well seated on his throne, when he dis- 
covered that he was to combat for it, with a more formidable rival, in 
the person ofShabzudah Ghazan, the son of ArghAn Khaun, who ac- 
companied by AmeirNorouzGhauzzy, soon afterwards entered Azer- 
b&ijaun ; to whose fortune he unconstrained to yield, and ultimately, 
brim-full to swallow to the dregs, the bitter draught so recently ad- 
ministered to the unhappy Keykhai^tA. The reign of B&idA did loot 
extend beyond the short period 6f five months ; but the circumstances 
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victorious competitor, which next demands our attention. 

SuLTAK Mabmud, or sometimes Mahommed Ghazam Khaitn, 
the son of ArghAn Khaun, seventh of the Persian monarchs of the race 
of Jengueiz. 

^ From the singular complacency with which the Mussulman writers 
appear to dwell upon bis memory, we are induced to recur, with our 
author, to the earliest events of the life of this prince. 

II is birth is stated to have taken place at Sultandoweln in the de- 
pendency of Asterabad, and province of Mazanderaun, on Friday the 
lvvent 3 ' ninth of the latter Rebbeia, of the six hundred and seventieth vnrifof^h^PcM^ 
of the llidjerah.* The particular year is indeed omitted in the ma- jenguizians. 
nuscript ; but as he is represented to have been in the tenth year of 
his age, at the death of his grandfather AbAka, we have ventured to 
supply' the omission. 

On the death of Abaka, at whose court he had received his education 
from the age of three years, he hastened to join his father, Arghun 
Khaun ; on whose subsequent triumph over Sultan Ahmed, and ele- 
vation to the sovereign dignity, in the six hundred and eighty third of 
the llidjerah, he was invested with the government of Khorassaun. 

And in that province, some years afterwards, it fell to the lot of the 
young prince to contend against the valour and experience of Ameir 
Knrouz, the inveterate foe of infidels in general, and of the Moghuls ia 
particular. Tliis warlike chieftain was the son of Arghun Aga, who, 
under different monarchs of the race- of Jengueiz, had exercised the 
functions of government, in some or other of the provinces of the 
Persian empire, for a period of nine and thirty years. AineirNorouz 
had early embraced the tenets of Issl&m, and, on all occasions, had 
cviiiced the most ardent zeal in its interests, and advancement. Ia 
Zilhudjeofthe six hundred and eighty seventh of the Hidjerah,'j' soon 
alter Arghun Khaun had found it expedient to make an example of 
his minister Bouka Tchingsnng, Norouz, who was connected, by the 
strongest ties- of friendship with tli^t^minister, withdrew in discontent 
to his winter quarters at Derralijerd ; and there entered into a conspir- 
acy with the Shahzadah Kensbour, his sister’s husband, and some of - 
* PccetubdF 3rd, A. 1271 . t January, 1289. 
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tbe Ameirs of Khorassaun, a^itist the proViheiat j^ovemttieirt e#43'h'jk- 
zan Khaun. On the eighth of the former Rebbeia of tbe year six htin- 
tired and eighty eight,* he unexpectedly surrounded that primse in 
his camp at KeshefrAd ; but by some chance or other, suffered him to 
escape into his native province of Mazanderaun. On his arrival in that 
country, Gh&zan immediately seized theperson of his brother HAlaujd^ 
in whose support Norouz had declared himself to have taken arms, 
and sent him in safe custody to his father’s presence; after which, hav- 
ing re-assembled his scattered troops, he returned to make head against 
the insurgents. On the fifteenth of the latter Rebbeia, f in the terri- 
tory of Raudcgaun, a battle ensued between the adverse parties, in 
which Noronz was signally victorious ; acquiring at the same time an 
immense booty, and exalting the fame of his exploits to the highest 
pitch of glory. 

For part of the ensuing winter, J Shah/adah Ghhzan remained inac- 
tive at Kalhous, another dependency of Asterahad ; but after a repose of 
forty days, during which he had been joined by a powerful reinforcement 
dispatched to his aid by his father, under B^idfl, and Touzein Nuyan, 
he marched with<^t further delay, to try the issue of another conflict 
with Norouz . The latter advanced to meet him from the side of llau- 
degaun ; but discovering, on his arrival at Jennoghaun, that his force 
vvas inadequateto the hazardof a contest with the .Shahzaduh, with any 
reasonable prospect of success, he took the sudden resolution of retir- 
ing across the Jeyhfin, into western Tartary. He was pursued to the 
gates of Herat, by Ghuzan Kliaun; who returned however, after con- 
tinuing some time on the plains of llazaurjcreib, with a considerable 
booty, to pass the remainder of the winter at Neyshapflr. The spring 
of six hundred and eighty nine,§ the young prince enjoyed among the 
delicious meads ofRaudega'un ; and in the succeeding summer, here- 
moved to Tordn .(bordering on the Kohestaun), from whence he dis- 
missed -B&idfi Ogbfil, with the greater part of the reinforcements from 
Irakand AzerbJiijaun. Towards the closeof the summer, heproceetfed 
to a statibn in the neighborhood of Serkhess, called Shersebell, and 
there en cam ped« 
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While be remained in his encampment at this place* reports were A. H. 6 d 4 . 
continually conveyed to him of the hostile designs of KeydA Khaun ; A. D. 1205. 
whom, on his retreat into Turkestauu, Norouz Beg had never ceased Hubeib-us- 
to importune with representations of the facility, with which he might **^^*^* 
achieve -the conquest of Khorassaun. His solicitations at last pre* 
wailed; and that monarch confiding the execution of the design to his 
son inlaw, Arektemur, the latter, some time in the 690th of the Hid> 
jerah, crossed the Ainuyah, or lower Oxus, accompanied by Nor- 
ouz, at the head of thirty thousand veteran cavalry. Shahz&dah 
Cihuzan and the Ameirs under his orders, conceived that this was a 
force against which they were not possessed of the means of resistance; 
and they accordingly evacuated the province, retreating with their 
utmost celerity all the way to Semnaun, on the borders of Persian 
Iii'ik and Mazanderaun. Having pursued them as far as Jour, the 
troops of Arektemfir and Norouz extended their ravrges through great 
part of Khorassaun, acquitting tliemselves, with sufficient activity 
and cfTect, in the cruel work of pillage and slaughter. But, in every 
district through which they passed in their return, the oppressed in- 
hahitants, whenever it could be undertaken with advantage, by night 
and l)y day, failed not to harrass their invaders with incessant attacks; 

,.(t that by tlie time they reached Baudgheiss, they discovered that 
they had lost, in a manner for which they could not account, very 
iillle short of five thousand horse. Such a circumstance awakened 
some suspicions in the mind of Arektemur ; and he gave a proof of the 
direction in which they tended, hy condemning his auxiliary Norouz 
to the discipline of the cane, or perhaps of the bastinado. 

In the mean time, intelligence was announced of the death of Argliiin 
Khaun, and of the accession of Keykliautu ; events which were made 
known toGhazan during his abode at Semnaun. Whence,after exhi- 
biting the usual proofs of sorrow on the demise of his father, the young 
prince proceeded at first towards Damawend, possibly Dainaghaun,retir- 
iijg ultimately toSultandowein,thc place ofhis nativity. At that place, 
he was not long afterwards joined by.the Shahz^dah Amhartcliei, with 
the Ameirs Tould&i, or T^ladai, and Kenjekbaul, dispatched by Key- 
h.bautd, at the head of a chosen detachment of troops to his support. 
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Thus secured af^lnst the attemfito of the enemy, OhUstd continued 
in a state of inactivity at Sdltandowein, until the spring Of the six 
hundred and ninety second of the Hidjerab,* when he announced his 
intention of visiting Tebreiz ; in order as he alleged, to bring the state 
of Khorassaun, under ihemoreseriousconsiderationofKeykhautd. But 
the presence of his nephew being deemed by that inonarch, a circunf* 
stance likely to affect the tranquillity of his government, he employed 
some ofhis nobles to dissuade the Shahz&dah from his design ; and to pre- 
vail upon him to take the opposite direction, that of the province in 
which he was so deeply concerned. Ghazan remained however in 
Mazanderaun, in which province he now continued uutil the close of 
six hundred and ninety thrce.f Then it was that he transferred his 
quarters to Neyshapfir, where he finally came to an accommodation 
with his late formidable adversary AmeirNorouz. 

It would appear that having accompanied ArcktemAr to the banks 
of the Amhiah, on his return from the predatory expedition into Khor- 
assaun, and having already experienced some proof of the treatment 
to which he might be in future further exposed, Ameir Norouz availed 
himself of the earliest opportunity to separate from the Tcheghataians ; 
and very shortly afterwards, at the suggestion of his wife, that he dis. 
patched two ofhis followers to solicit, or propose a reconciliation w ith 
Shahz^dah Ghazan. The prince met the overture with unfeigned sa-" 
tisfaction ; immediately concluding that the friendship of this alile and 
warlike chieftain must essentially contribute to promote the advance- 
ment of his own fortune, and of those views which he probably had 
already in contemplation. A treaty was arranged between the par- 
ties without much difficulty ; and although it was in the depth of win- 
ter, Gh&zan proceeded without delay,through Serkhess and MerA, to 
Shabregbaun ; in the neighborhood of which place, be camjeto a con- 
ferencewitb Nqrouz,at which it wasreeiprbcally agreed to buryaU pest 
animosities in oblivion, and to cultivate for the future, tlte most sincere 
and lasting friendship. The Shahzkdah bestowed the most liberal 
proofs of his esteem and kindness, upon his new ally, accompanied by 
whom he, shortly after this, set off on his return for S&Uandowein. 
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While be was on bis march to Sbltandowein on this occasion, at 
the commencement of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Hid- 
jerah,*, repeated advices were communicated toGhazan, oftlie death of 
Keykhautii, and of the elevation of BkidiiOghul, orOghli'i,as already 
related ; events which were calculated to agitate his mind in no ordi- 
nary degree. Accordingly on his arrival atSikltandowein,he proceeded 
to deliberate with his officers, on the measures which he should pur- 
sue, in order to vindicate his own claim to the throne of his ancestors, 
and to subvert the power of the usurper. Having expressed his con- 
fidence that the period was not remote, at which they should see the 
prince of their selection elevated to the splendor of a throne, and the 
power of the usurper with his conglomerated Ameirs, dispelled with 
the clouds that oI)^^ure the views of infidelity, Norouz embraced his. 
opportunity to iuiiiuale to his associates, that there was one step which, 
beyond ail others, would promote and facilitate the object of their 
ambition — This was, that the Shahzadah should engage, at a proper 
period, to profess his belief in the doctrines of the last of the prophets. 
A proposal to which Gha/an appears to have subscribed, without hes- 
itation ; and he soon afterwards commenced his march for Azerbhijaun. 

On his arrival at Tehraun, or Tthroon, then a dependency of the an- 
cient cit}' of Key, the Shahzadah, at the instance of Noronz, who was 
MOW’ become his principal adviser, dispatched adepulatit>n to the court 
of iiaidil, with a message importing, that as it was the first instance in 
which the Karaju nol»iIity ha<i presumed to ofl'er violence to the il- 
lustrious blood of Jengueiz, be trusted that the individuals engaged in 
tlie deathof Key khautd, would be coiiveyi d to his camp witliout delay; 
ill order that, after a solemn and impartial investigation, those chiefs 
who should be found guilty of having betrayed their unhappy sover- 
eign, might suffer the punishment due to their crimes. The deputies 
of Ohazan Khauu found the court of Baidd, at Hushtrud, near Mer- 
aughah; and when they had explained the obi«-ct of their visit, the 
monarch did not pretend to deny that for certain reasons, which it were 
superfluous to detail, ICeykhautd had<sufiered death ; but, as the mem- 
bers of the imperial family, and the Ameirs of the empire had since 
united to acknowledge the authority o' another sovereign, in himself, it 
• * December, 1284. 
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appeared advisable that the Shahz&dah should retrace hiSstfeps towards 
Khorassaun, without exposing himself to any further inconvenience. 
GhSlzanKhaun received this reply at Kunguraulung, (the future S6l- 
tauniah) and hastened without further delay towards Uushtrikd — the 
eight rivers. 

Baidh on the other hand, on intelligence of the approach of his adver- 
sary, advanced with equal resolution to meet him ; and on Thursday 
the fifth of Rudjub of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Ilid- 
jerah,* in the neighborhood of Korbansheirah, and on the hanks of the 
river which runs by the village of Slieirgueiran, the hostile armies 
came in view of each other. Before, however, the martial instruments 
had yet sounded “ to battle,” the left wing of Baidu, under Towukkel 
Ndyan and another chief, being assailed by Ameir Kutlug Shah, with 
part of the right wing of Ghuzan Khaun, Towukkel basely fled, and 
abandoned his collcgue ; Avho was killed on the spot with nearly two 
hundred of his bravest cavalry. This circumstance produced a strong 
suspicion of treachery in the mind of Baidu, and he immediately sus- 
pended hostilities ; dispatching his Akhtatchei, grand equerry, or mas- 
ter of the horse, to- propose an accommodation to the Shahzadah ; re- 
minding him at the same time of the tics of friendship that formerly 
subsisted between them, and assuring him tliat he felt not the slighte-t 
repugnance to his possessing his full proportion of wealth andgrandctir. 

The Shahzadah appeared equally disposed to compromise the un- 
fortunate differences that had arisen to disturb the empire ; and it was 
immediately arranged that the two princes should have a private con- 
ference, at which, vvithoutthe intervention of any third person whatever, 
they might freely disclose to each other their respective views and 
sentiments. On the day following, Baidu Khaun and Shahzadah Gha- 
zan, each accompanied by a slight escort, accordingly proceeded to 
the place of conference, at some distance frdm either army ; and there 
embracing, with fbulual profesions, of respect and esteem, the Shahzfi- 
dah declared without reserve, that his wishes extended to no other ol>- 
ject, than to that of beirigpiit in |H>ssession of the governments of Farss, 
Kermaun, and Irak, on the same tenns as they fad been formerly 
held by his father. To this arrangement B&rdd. appeared to accede 

• Niuctecuth of Maj', 1205. • 



with cheerfulness andsincerity ; and having agreed tomeet asecondtime 
theday following, in order to ratify theaccommodation, at a magnificent 
entertainment, the princes separated, again expressing their mutua^ 
regard and satisfaction. Biiidfi and his Ameirs were, nevertheless, at 
the same moment, digesting a plan to cut off the Shahzfidah during the 
conviviality of the intended repast : which, from some indications or 
other, fortunately did not escape the observation of the young prince, 
and he took his measures accordingly. That very night, the tenth of 
Iludjub,* leaving Ameir Norouz and Boukitemfir to receive the pa- 
tent for the governments to which he laid claim, and further to ascer- 
tain the views of the hostile Ameirs, he privately withdrew himself 
towards Mazanderaun. 

When he considered his person secure from danger, he dispatched 
Arek or Arkitemur, one of his principal officers, however, to explain 
to Biiidu Khaim the reasons of his sudden departure, and to assure 
him, that with respect to himself he could not harbour the slightest 
suspicion of evil ; but, that discovering in the demeanor of his courtiers 
certain symptoms, which too clearly indicated a design to counteract 
the views of their superiors, ho had found it expedient, without appriz- 
ing him of his intentions, to remove to a place of safety. lie conceived, 
notwithstanding, that the engagements contracted between them were 
of a nature not to be violated, and that it bchov'ed him without demur 
to transmit by Xorouz Beg, whom he had left behind him for the pur- 
pose, the necessary letters patent investing him with the governments 
enjoyed Iiy his father ; thus guarding against the mutual inconvenience 
•which must be the issue of an infraction of the treaty on cither side. 
Baidu continued to conduct himself with an appearance of moderation, 
and immediately gave orders that Juminanl-iul-dein, the lieutenant 
of Farss, should deliver over that province to the agents of Ghazau 
Khaun. But while he still endeavored to temporize, and procrastinate 
with Norouz, that able chieftain availed liiinselfof the opportunity to 
bring overToghalcltaur, to form with him a secret engagement to sub- 
vert the authority of Baidu, and to establish that of the Shahzadah. 
This point successfully arranged, Norouz presented himself one day 
to Baidu, and, with a duplicity not unsuitable to his character, very 
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deliberately swore to him* that if the monarch would permit him to 
depart his camp without further delay, he would engage to deliver 
Gh&zan, botind band and foot, into the custody of his officers. B&idA 
inconsiderately fell into the snare ; and on the fifteenth of Rudjub,* 
both Norouz and Boukitemfir received permission to return to their 
master; whom on the twenty seventh of the same month, f they joined 
in perfect security at Feyrouzkuh. All that had passed in their con* 
fcrences with his uncle was punctually reported to the nephew ; and 
to his infinite mortification, Baidu was soon afterwards apprized in a 
dispatch fromNorouz himself, that he had been completely out-witted. 

On the fourth of the month of Shabaun,^ in performance of his en- 
gagement with Ameir Xorouz, and in the presence of a certain eminent 
doctor of the name of ShaikhSudder-ud-dcinlbrauhim, Ghazan Khaim 
proceeded to make his public profession of IssUm ; and not much b ss 
than one hundred thousand of his nation arc represented tohavcfollowed 
his example, on the same day. 

Shortly after this, the agent who had been dispatched on his part, to 
receive the investiture of the government of Shirauz, returned to in- 
form the Shahzadah, that the lieutenant of Farss had refused both to 
resign histrust, and to pay any attention totlie orders conveyed to liim. 
This rekindling his resentment with no slight degree of violence, UhSi- 
zan gave immediate orders to prepare afresh, for an expedition into 
Azerbaijaun. Jri the meantime, Sudder Jabaun Ahmed the Zenjaun- 
ian, who had been nominated as already seen, to take charge of the 
affairs of the province of Riim, suddenly quitted the road to that pro- 
vince; and striking through Guilan, on the seventh of the month of 
Shavaul,:^ succeeded in joining the army of the Shahzadah, still at Fey- 
rouzkoh. lie was received with distinguished fav'or; and at his ear- 
liest opportunity, having previously stipulated with the prince, that he 
should on his part, when he had triumphed over his adversaries, engage 
to the utmost of his power, to confirm and stabilitate the interests of 
the true faith, to restore the charitable endowments instituted l>y the 
nionarchs of former times, and to relinquish the property of those who 
should fall in battle, to such as possessed the claims of legitimate in- 
heritance, pledged himself to conduct Xorouz, by a way through -Gui- 
* May 2Utb, 1295. t Jane 10th. t June 17th.' § August 18th. 



Ian, that should render him absolute master of the destiny of Bkid6. 
To these several stipulations, the Shahziidah subscribed without the 
smallest reserve; and on Friday the fifteenth ofShavaul ofthe six hun- 
dred and ninety fourth ofthe Hidjerah,* finally advanced on the direct 
route towards Azerhaijaun. While Ameir Norouz proceeded the same 
time, by forced marches, andthrough extraordinary difficulties of coun- 
try through Guilan, by a road which brought him, by midnight of a 
certain date, to a station from whence, in two days journey he could 
reacli the camp of llaidu. From this station he conveyed intelligence 
of his approach to Toghatchaur, and the other chiefs engaged in the 
conspiracy; who were no sooner apprized of his arrival, than, like his 
be tter fortune, they abandoned the standard of their sovereign, and 
hasicned to join that of Norosjz. 

The defection of these chiefs determined Baidu, on the fifteenth of 
tlie month of Zilkatidah,’]' to break up the camp which he had formed 
on the Seffeidrud, or white river; and to retire with considerable pre- 
cipitation. by the route of Oujaun and Marend, towards Georgia ; 
M bile Norouz, after dispatching to announce the event to the Shah zSdah, 
hastened with his utmost celerity in pursuit of the fugitive. On the 
cijiifincsof N'l khtcliuiuni, the unfortunate monarch was overtaken and 
.seenn'd. by the advanced guard of Norouz's division, and he was con- 
veyed without delay to that general at Tebreiz. From thence he w’as 
further di'-patohed towards Ou jaun, by this time the head quarters of 
( ih^zaii Khauu. Thisdetcnuincdhisdcstiiiy. II is master of the horse 
Avas now employed by the Shahzudah, to meet and destroy his unfor- 
tunate relative; Avhose existence Avas acconliugly put a period to, on 
^Veduesduy the twenty tliirdofZilkaudah, ofthe six hundred and ninety 
fotirth ofthe Hidjerah. J 

The power of Bfiidu becoming thus finally extinct, through the as- 
cendancy of Shahzudah Ghazan’,s better star, and the ardent zeal of 
Ameir Norouz, the victor prince on the twenty ninth day of Zilhudje, 
the last ofthe 69lth ofthe IIidjcrah,§ publicly seated himself on the 
throne of llfilauku. On the same day he issued a mandate, requiring 
every hloghAl subject to his authority, to al)jure, on pain of death* 
the orrors of infidelity and idolatry, and to make immediate and public 
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profession of Issllm ; further signifying his pleasure that the dis- 
ciples of the book, or advocates of divine revelation, adverting to the 
different sects of jews and Christians, already tributary to his exche- 
quer, should on no pretence be persecuted with exactions orinapositions, 
beyond what was expressly authorized by the strict letter of the law. 

Here then properly commences the reign of Ghazan Kh aun. To 
leave, however, nothing unperformed, that could in any shape contri- 
bute to secure the stability of his power, he proceeded shortly after- 
wards, toKarabaugh of Aran, in the peninsula of the Kurr and Aboras ; 
Avhere, in conformity with the practice of his predecessors, having 
summoned a Kuriltai, or grand convention of the Amoirs of the empire, 
He received on his throne, a written pledge of fealty and allegiance, 
from the princes of his blood, and from the whole ofthe Kliauns and 
Nuyans there assembled ; closing the ceremony with a sumptuous 
entertainment, splendid in proportion to the exalted rank ofthe donor. 

Among other circumstances, with which the new monarch conceived 
it of importance to distinguish the coininenccmentof hisreign, he caus- 
ed the Allumghau, or imperial seal of state, to be altered from a quad- 
rangular, to an oval shape, considered the most auspicious, as it is 
the most elegant of all forms ; and on this, he at the same time di- 
rected to be engraved, the confession of faith, La'illauh,&c. liefurther 
ordered that all letters and state papers should, for the future, invari- 
ably open with the sentence, Ji^isinU-laith-urraihuian-iirralicita — in 
the name of God the most merciful, most beneficent : and he finally 
made it known to all under his authority, that every decree, pension, 
or grant, formerly'enacted or established in favor of the disciples of the 
Koran, should be held, to all intents and purposes, in undiminished 
force. The dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, with the superintendance of 
his armies, he conferred upon Norouz, and the Vizzaurut, or civil ad- 
ministration, was assigned to the veteran statesman, Su idur-jahaun. 

In the first yearjof the reign of Ghfizan Khaun, intelligence from 
Khorassaun announced that a powerful army from western Tfirkestaun 
had crossed theOxus, underOujai the son ofBerauk.orBerrac Khaun; 
whom the military chiefs of the province declared their inability to re- 
sist, unless their anxious expectations of powerful support were speed- 
ily fulfilled. Conceiving that this aggression could be effectually 
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repelled by no otber arm than that of the experienced and warlike No- 
rouz, Ghazan Khaun immediately dispatched that able chief, at the 
head of a niimevoiis force, to relievo the province from the outrages of 
invasion. The Tchegliatax’an Tartars, on information of the approach 
ofNorouz, put themselves in immediate retreat; being dreadfully har- 
rassed, and ultimately driven across the Amuyah with infinite loss and 
disgrace, by that general. Norouz then returned in triumph to the 
presence of his sovereign, who accumulated upon him fresh honorsand 
rewards. On the other hand, Suddur .lahann, who fell under some 
suspicion of embezzlement in the revenue, was about the same period 
degraded from the Yizzaurut, and his office transferred to Jummaul* 
ud-dein Dustjerdauny. 

A powerful party among the Moghul Shahzudahs and Ameirs, who 
continued secretly hostile to the recent re-exaltation of the influence 
of Isslam, was forming in the mean lime against Norouz, whose des- 
truction they solemnlyengaged to produce, by exciting against him the 
indignation of his sovereign ; and thus once more to convert the sacred 
edifices, devoted to the pure litesof Mahommedan worship, into the 
temples of Christian superstition, and the unhallowed dens of a more 
detestable idolatry. lint, before their plans could be brought to ma- 
turity, the safety of the empire again retjuired, in Khorassaun, the ser- 
vices of Norouz ; two of the Ameirs who had conspired to destroy him, 
being unsuspectingly ordered by Ghazan Khaun, to accompany him into 
that province. It was therefore now determined among the conspira- 
tors, instead of looking forward to a ronliiigeiicy which might never 
occur, that their two associates who were proceeding with Norouz, 
should, at a certain fixed period, on reaching the borders of Khoras- 
saun, put that chieftain to death ; while two of their accomplices, Aus- 
teymiir, and Arslan, should in Azerhaijaun put a period to the exis- 
tence of Ghazan. llefore tliey arrived in Khorassaun, however, Bcis- 
souka, and Boulai, the two chiefs who attended Norouz, in the ex- 
pectation that he would gladly associate in their design, conceived it 
expedient by a confitlential messenger, to communicate what was in 
agitation, to Shahzadah TaghtchA. The Shahzadah affected to concur; 
but privately dispatched to acquaint Norouz with all that had beea 
discovered to him, of the plot ^aid lor his destruction. 
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Thus seasonably apprized of his danger, Norouz, on the night ap- 
pointed for the execution of the design, secretly withdrew from his 
camp; placing the whole of his troops at •a convenient distance, in am- 
buscade. Hence, when at midnight, Beissoiika and Boul&i, armed and 
accoutred at all points, entered the camp of Norouz, and found it thus 
entirely and unaccountably abandoned, their suspicions were immedi- 
ately alarmed ; and they addressed themselves without delay to escape 
by flight. In this they were also frustrated ; for the veteran Ameir, sud-- 
denly rushing from his ambush, entirely intercepted their retreat, and 
they were with the whole of their followers, eitherent topiecesor taken 
prisoners. Coulai and Iluissouka, or Souka, as he is indifferently de- 
nominated, who had fallen alive into the hands of their exasperated 
collegue, were both put to death the followingdav ; while dispatches 
were transmitted without lussof time to communicate toCihdzan Khaim 
the objects of the conspiracy. 

Conceiving that the design against Norouz was in the course of ex- 
ecution in Khorassann, Austeymur and Arslan, with a formidable body 
of insurgents whom they had raised in Azerbiiijaun, were proceeding 
to attack the person of (ihazan Khaim ; while thatprince, already aware, 
of their object, with equal eagerness and resolution advanced to opposi 
them. In the neighborhood of Bcylekaun, at no grv;at distance from 
the banks of the Ahoras, he gave them battle; and Austeymur, with 
some of the bravest of the insurgents having fallen in the action, the 
remainder betook thein.selves to flight. They were, however, closely 
pursued, and.for the greater part overtaken at different stages, and ul- 
timately put to death ; not less than five princes of the blood of .len- 
gueiz, and seven and thirty Amei i s of the most distinguished order, per- 
ishing by thesword of the executioner, within the period of one month. 
Theseevents were followed by extraordinary rejoieingsamongallclasses 
of Mahommedans ; it being generally understood that if the authors 
of the insurrection had been triumphant, isslam would have been again 
exposed to the mosfs serious evils. 

In the early part of Mohurrim* of the six hundred and ninety sixth 
of the Hiiljerah, having been but a short time before reprieved, almost 
from under the axe of the executioner, through the timely interven- 
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tion of Herkedauk N6yan, Suddur Jahaun was once more restored to 
the Vizzaiirut, on the disgrace and death of JiimmauNud-dein. But, as 
this minister had some reason to conceive that Ameir Norouz had been, 
one way or other, chiefly iiistrumcjital to his recent supersession, he 
determined to make it the object of his unceasing study, to bringabout 
the humiliation of tliat distinguished commander. In the spring of 
the year,* while Gli^zan kept his court at Hainnilaun, he accordingly 
availed himself of the opportunity, to fix upon Norouz, the suspicion 
that he was carrying on a traitorous correspondence with the Sultan of 
Egypt, for the express purpose of destroying liis own sovereign. In 
order to support the foul charge with adequate proof, he proceeded to 
forge some letters, as having passed between Norouz and the Egyptian 
prince ; and during the conviviality of an entertainment, contrived to 
convey them into si>me part of the dress of a person of the name of 
Kayssiir wlio occasionally travelled between Persia and Egypt, and of 
1 1 adjy Beg. the brother of Norouz. The charge against his general 
was now lirought to the notice of Ghazan Khann, in so determined a 
shape, that it could not prudently he withheld from investigation; and 
Kayssar, anti llailjy Beg being summoned to the presence of the mon- 
arch, the alleged correspondence was imiiiedialely discovered, where 
it had been perfidiously disposed of, upon their persons. The Egyptian 
traveller was beaten to death with cliii)S, upon thespot ; and lladjv Beg, 
together with all ilie fiimiiy of Norouz, whose residence in Irak had 
placed them within the reach of their enemies, were all condemned to 
perish by various methods of execution. Tlie Ameirs tlouiitai and 
Herkedauk Nuyan, with two tomaiins, or divisions often thousand 
each, were at the same time, ordered to march immediately into Khor- 
assaun; with instructroiis not to return, until they had accoinplislied 
thedestruction of Norouz. A further division of thearmy under Aiiieir 
KutlAk Shah proceeded in the same direction, shortly afterwards, to 
secure the attainment of this object. 

Intelligence of these severe and fatal examples of his master’s ven- 
geance, was communicated to Norouz at Neyshapi'ir; where he pro- 
ceeded to consult with his principal followers, as to the m asnres 
which, under such alarming circumstances of danger, it would be ad- 
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visable to pursue ; declaring, at the same time, his own opinion in favor 
of retiring to Hcr&t, to demand the protection of Melek Fakher-ud- 
dein Guerret, or Kirret, the independent prince of that place, who wiis 
married to his niece, and on whose good faith and honor, he had other 
reasons for reposing his utmost confidence. Others, alleged on this 
occasion to have reasoned with greater prudence,observed that the Mo> 
ghAls* surest bulwark was to be found in the unlimited range of the 
plains ; and that it behoved their general to beware of cooping himself 
up within the walls of Herat, or of placing too greet a reliance on the 
doubtful attachment of its prince. Norouz adhered, however, to his 
own judgment ; and the greater part of his Amcirs, finding their coun- 
sels disregarded, with the whole of their followers, shortly afterwards 
abandoned him to his destiny. With four hundred men, whocontinued 
still resolved to abide the issue of his fate, Norouz now hastened to 
Herat, where he was received with every testimony of satisfaction by 
Melek Fakher-ud-dein ; who lodged him and his followers, for their 
greater convenience and security, in the castle of Kklitiaur-ud-dein- 
A few days afterwards, Ameir Kutliik Shah with his army encamped 
under the walls of llerit ; and immediately commenced the most vi- 
gorous operations for the reduction of the place. 

Relyingon the strength of the works, and on the numbers and bra- 
very of the Ghourian garrison, by which the}' were defended, Ameir 
Norouz, one day in private conversation with the associates of his des- 
tiny, could not forbear congratulating himself on the felicity with 
Avhich he had chosen an asylum ; and expressing his assured conviction, 
that all the efforts of Kutlhk Shah to make himself master of it, must 
terminate in disgrace and defeat. To this, one of his friends ventured 
to remark in reply, that for his own part his apprehensions did not in 
truth, proceed somuch from thceffortsof Kutluk Shah wit^iout, as from 
the dubious fidelityof the Ghourians within the walls. He was there- 
fore of opinion, that the person of Melek Fakhcr-ud-dein should be 
immediately secured, and committed to safe custody ; that AmeirNor- 
ouz should himself without delay undertake the defence of the city : 
and that w'hen he should have relieved himself from external danger, 
by compelling his adversaries to withdraw from the siege, it would 
be still in his power to make amends for this act of temporary violence, 
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by restoring his relative to authority. With a magnanimity wortliy ofa 
better fate, Ameir Norouz renounced without hesitation, a plan by 
which he should incur so foul a charge of ingratitude, and breach of 
hospitality. The conversation was, however, unfortunately overheard 
by a Seiestaunian chief, who listened without the pavilion, and who 
instantly communicated the subject of it to Melek Fakher-ud>dein ; 
and a resolution was adopted bj' that chief, on the advice of his ameirs, 
to secure the person of Norouz without delay, and to deliver him up 
to the mercy of his enemies. 

Such a resolution taken, Melek I'akher-ud-dcin repaired to the re-’ 
sidencoof Norouz; and with an apparent solicitude for his safeU', pro- 
posed that he should detach his best and most faithful soldiers to de- 
fend the principal gates of the (own ; on the pretext, that in a garrison 
I oinposed ofso many dilTeront nations, some conspiracy might even- 
tually be formed to betray them to the besiegers. Ascribing the pro- 
posal to the most fricndl}' motives, and without the slightest suspicion 
of its perfidious tendency, Norouz immediately sent off the u hole of 
his followers, a very few only cxccpterl, to the different gates; and was 
(bus left to tlie jirotection of not more than three or four attendants. 
In such a situation, Fakhor-ud-dein employed four of his captains, 
M’itli adivision of tihourians, toscizehis unsuspecting guest. 

Norouz happened at the moment to be on the ramparts of the cita- 
del, amusing himself with his bow and arrows ; which as opportunity 
offered, andtlicy exposed themselves to his view, he discljarged at the 
besiegers, .lust as he was stooping down to rectify some defect in his 
bow string, tiie Ghourians suddenly made their appearance, each bear- 
ing in his band the door of an apartment, taken offthc binges; on 
which the gallant chief demanded, without however exhibiting any 
coticcrn, the object of this visit. Tauj-ud-tlein Ycldhz, one of the cap- 
tains replied, that they were sent liy Faklicr-ud-deiu, with the mater- 
ials which he saw in their hands, to construct a breast Avorlc, in order 
to protect him from thedarts and other missiles of the enemy. Noroui 
observed, that it was all very well, and again applied himself to the 
rc-adjustment of his how. Yelduz then advanced and struck him an 
unexpected blow on the temple with his mace ; while the Ghourians 
under his command rushed on, and succeeded iu securing the uufur- 
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tunate Amcir without further difficulty. He was now conducted, with 
his hands bound, and a bruised and battered visage, to the presence of 
Melek Fakher-ud-dein, who was just approaching the gate of the <;i- 
tadel, at the head of two hundred horse.^ 

The catastrophe may be easily foreseen. The unhappy Norouz, with 
his followers, was conveyed straight to the camp of KdtlfiikShah; who, 
in the usual course of summary justice, with his own hand instantly 
struck off his head. It was finally transmitted to the presence of his 
sovereign ; by whose directions it was suspended to a gibbet, as an 
fxample to the disaffected, and furnishing another striking proof of 
the inconstancy of fortune, and of the instability of human greatness. 
The death of this able chieftain is stated to have taken place on the 
twenty second ofSIiav'aul, of the six hundred and ninety sixth of the 
Ilidjerali.* 

A disorderly and restless banditti had been permitted, under the 
appellation of Nikoudrians, some time after the accession of (Jhiizan 
Khaun, to settle in different parts of Persian Irkk ; hut as they could not 
be restrained from indulging in their natural habits of a predatory life, 
which w'ere continually breaking out into some act or other of robbery 
and violence upon the public, the monarch was at last compelled to 
exact from them a formal engagement, that if for the future they should, 
in any shape, be found guilty of the enormities of which his subjects 
were perpetually complaining against them, their lives and property 
W'ere to be considered as forfeited to the state. In consequence of this 
arrangement, on the occurrence of any theft or robbery on the highway, 
the magistrates invariably seized upon the Nikoudrians, and rendered 
them immediately responsible for the offence. But, as it might some 
times happen that they should suffer when innocent, they became 
at last weary of perpetual persecution ; suddenly quitted the pro- 
vince without the sanction of the sovereign authority ; and, passing 
through the Kohestaun, made the best of their, way to iler&t, where 
they claimed the protection of the same Melek Fakher-ud-dein, re- 
cently adverted to. From that chief they experienced a favorable re- 
ception ; and he readily consented to furnish them with. horses and arms, 
anda w'arrant, moreover, under his authority to exercise their protessioii 
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of plunder and violence, along the frontiers of Khorassaun ; in which 
they soon after engaged, to the infinite loss and annoyance of the un- 
fortunate inhabitants exposed to their barbarous incursions. 

Driven to extremity by the unceasing depredations of this banditti, 
the natives of Khorassaun no longer deferred to carry their demands for 
redressto the presence of Ghazan Khaun ; and that monarch determined 
to make the chastizement of their oppressors the object of his imme- 
diate, and most serious attention. In the course of the six hundred 
and ninety seventh of the Hidjerah, his brother Bundah Oghul, the 
Same who on his accession to the throne obtained the appellations of 
Ouljailft Sultan, and Sultan Maboinmed Khodabundah, then residing 
in Mazandcraun, was accordingly nominated to conduct a powerful 
expedition, to avenge the wrongs of Khorassaun. By his instructions, 
he was in the first instance to demand from MMekFakher-ud-dein, an 
in'incdiate and unconditional surrender of the Nikoudrians under his 
protection ; and in case of the slightest demur on the part of that 
]»rince, he was without further preliminary to lav siege to Murat. But 
w hen he had accomplished the reduction of that place, he was to pro- 
ceed to the ultimate object of the enterprise ; the total extirpation of 
the deprt'dators who had excited such displeasure, without leaving a 
vestise of their hated race to create further luiscbief to the world. 

On his arrival at Neysliapur, OuljaiUl accordingly dispatched an 
agent to announce to Melek I'akher-ud-dein, the object of bis appear- 
ance in such force in bis m'igbborliood, and to make the demand which 
he was authorized to do, on the part of his brother ; and as Fakher-ud- 
dein cvincc'd equal unwillingness, and delay to accord vvith the princi- 
))al pointsof the demand, hostilities shortly after commenced between 
him and Onljuitu. But, when these had continued for some time, an 
aceoinmodalion was brought about, through the iiitervenlion of Shaikh 
Shaliaub-ud-dein Jaumy ; the iiihabitiints-of Herat, as a ransom from 
the further calami ties that might ensue, consenting to pay to the Mo- 
ghftl inincp. the sum of one hundred thousand Kobeiky, or 'Kopeiky 
dinaurs.* Ouljaitn appears then to have withdrawn to his own pro- 
vince, without any further eserlion. 
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A. H. e 97 - 08 . In the course of the same year, having formed some imperfect views 
A. D. 1298-90. 01 ) sovereignty, through the absurd and wicked suggestions of an 
tiabeib us- impostor who pretended to dive into the events of futurity, and who 
presumed to forctel, that within the period of forty days he should 
ascend the throne of Persia, Shahzudah Taltchu, or Taynjb, became 
obnoxious to his imperial relative ; and his design being seasonably 
betrayed, he was, together with the Ameirs attached to him, and the 
wretched wizard who had imposed upon him, without ceremony con- 
demned to sufierby the hand of the executioner. 

In the latter Jummaudy of the year six hundred and ninety cight,f a 
party of the Ameirs of the court, headed by Kdtb-ud-dein and Mueyen- 
ud-dein Khorassauny, seized a favorable opportunity of bringing be- 
fore their sovereign achargeofmalversaliou, and corrupt practices against 
the minister Suddurjahaun ; which terminated in the arrest of that ablu 
statesman, on tlie seventeenth of lluiljub. On the nineteenth his con- 
duct was investigated, and he was condemned to die ; and two days 
afterwards,'!' one of his hands being lield by Arneir Soutai, and the 
other by Pelilewaun Meltk tlie CJhourian, he was, in pursuance of his 
sentence, cut through the middle by Kutliik Shall Nuyan. llis bro- 
ther Kutb-e-jahaun, whom they could accuse of no other ofiTence but 
that of consanguinity with the unfortunate Vezzeir, sulfercd by a si- 
* niilar death at Tebreiz, exactly a month afterwards. At the close of 
thesameyear, on his departure fromTebreizforOujiuiu, and on his way 
to pass the winter at Baghdad, Ghazan Khaun conferred the V'izzaurut 
conjointly, with the entire controul of affairs during his absence, on 
two very eminent literary characters, Khaujali Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
ulltih, or rudlall-ah, the author of the Tarilih Ghazauny, aiid.lauinmia- 
ul-towaurikh, audSaud-ud-dein Sawjy ; theforinerequally distinguish- 
ed for hisattainmonts in philosophy and physic, and by his rejiutatiou as 
a writer of oriental history, and the latter not less celebrated tor his skill 
in theologv and arithmetic. 

Shortly afterwards, as if the heavenly bodies, won' jealous of this 
mark of a sovereign's predilection tor the favorites of science, there oc- 
curred a conjunction of the malignant planets Mars and Saturn,* in 
* March, 1299. + April 

t Kerann'O-nrlic^sein; ai lliutof Jupiter aud Venus is called the Kcriiuii-c-5audciu — iLc 
fortunate conjunclion. 
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Cancer, the earth's ascendant. This was succeeded by so total a fail- 
ure of rain, that the waters of the three great rivers, the Oxus, theTigris, 
and the Nile, (we know not why theEuphrates should have been ex- 
cluded) were dried up to a degree equally alarming and unprecedented. 
A dreadful famine and pestilence ensued, the latter, which attacked 
the human frame in a peculiar manner,* being described to have swept 
away from. the city of Sliirauz alone, not less than fifty thousand per- 
sons. IJefore he had yet recovered from the contemplation of these 
grievous aflliclions, intelligence was brought to Ghi\zan Khaun, that 
four thousand of the troops of MAlek Nausser, Sultan of Egypt, the 
brother of Seyf-ud-dein Kullawun surnamed the basilisk, had suddenly 
broke into the territory of Mardein, and Rauss-ul-eyne, both tributary 
to the Persian monarch ; and after committing the most cruel ravages, 
had succeeded in carrying offinto slavery, vast numbers of the defence- 
less women and children of his Mussulman subjects. 

This daring insult awakened in the mind of Ghazan, a full measure 
of indignation ; and he left Tebreiz, on the nineteenth of Sutfur of the 
six hundred and ninety-ninth of the llidjerah,* with ninety thousand 
horse, and six months’ pro\ isions, for the invasion of Syria. On his ar- 
rival at Nissebeiii, he was entertained with singular and sumptuous 
hosjutality i»y Nudjm-ud-tUdn, the tributary Sultan of Mardein. From 
Diiiurlx'kir he jjioceeded without obstacle to Aleppo ; the reduction ol* 
which he however thought it convenient to postpone, until he should 
have secured his superiority in the field, in a conflict with the Egypti- 
an. In the neighborhood of Aleppo he reviewed his troops; and in 
passing the front of tin- Selduzian division, Atneir Tchobaun tlie com- 
mander, presented himself to his notice, and on his knees iutreated his 
acceptance of a valua!)le and beautiful charger, then broughtbefore him. 
The monarch was pleased to signify his acceptance; and the example 
of Tchobaun was immetliati ly followed by every commander in the 
army. As this chief is destined to occupy a distinguished place in the 
history of the descendants of Hulauku, it was of some importance to 
mark his introduction. 

On Wednesday the twentv-seventh of the latter llebbeia,J in the 
neighborhood of ilamess, or Hems, or Eiuesa, hetween Dannscus and 

• In Itstil.ii. i NovtniUer 1 Itb, 1205). J January 2l tlt, A. D, 1300. 
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A. H. 699 . Aleppo, about ninety miles from the former, and one hundred and hC- 
A. P. 1800 - i-ggu from the latter, Melek Nausser adventured to give battle to the 
Habeib-us- Persian monarch; in which, after a conflict of some duration and ob- 
stinacy, the Egyptian was defeated with great loss: the Sultan retreat- 
ing with so much precipitation, that when he reached his capital of 
Cairo, a distance however of five hundred miles, he found that not 
more than seven of his followers had been able to keep up with him. 
GhSzan Khaun remained for two days at Harness, for the purpose of 
distributing the spoils of the victory ; after which he proceeded towards 
'Damascus. 

Advertised of his approach, the principal inhabitants of this latter 
city hastened, with suitable presents, to greet the Persian inouarch on 
his arrival, and were received by him with extraordinary kindness and 
condescension. After he had given them every assurance of his pro- 
tection, the monarch, further to dispel their apprehensions and confirm 
their hopes, bestowed the civil government of Damascus upon Ameir 
Iveptchauk ; an officer who had recently abamloned the cause of Melek 
Nausser to secure an asylum with the Persian. The iiiliabitants were 
so greatly rejoiced at a circumstance, whieh they appear to have con- 
sidered so much to their advantage, that they agreed without difficulty 
to a contribution of one huiulrcd toinauns ;* and two eomuiissioner» 
accordingly proceeded into the town on the part of (Jhazan Khaun, 
to receive the money. 

Certain events had now occurred to produce an alteration in the 
plans of the Persian monarch ; and he conceived his views would be 
perfectly answered, if he committed to Kfttluk Shah Niiyan the siege 
of the citadel of Damascus, which still held out for the Sultan of 
Egypt. He bestowed tike government of Emesa, Terabolis, orTripoly, 
Akkah, Salaumiah, and Mukerrnt-ul-Eyaun, comprising what was 
denominated the middle Syria (Shauni-c-vvassety) on Taimelek ; and 
those of Haleb, or Aleppo, Plama, Eynetaub, Jubbul-ul-Semauk, and 
lieirah, to the Syrian Rahebah, called the lower Syria (Shaum-e-seffely) 
on Reigteymur another of his captains. A certain Mowlai Rumy was 
made governor of Ghaza. All which arrangements completed, Gh^zun 
Khaun proceeded on his return towards Diaurbekir. 

* If of dinaars, this would amount to 4>8,3;IUi. Os. OJ. If of dirrems, to 22,9101. 19 s» 
4d. at the lowest computation. 



623 

On the departure of his sovereign) Ki^tldk Shah commenced his A. H. saa. 
operations for the reduction of the castle of Damascus ; of which he A. D. isoo. 
was encouraged in the expectation of a speedy accomplishment, by 
the assurances of a very skilful engineer who had the direction of his ^ 

military machines, and who had engaged to open a passage into the 
place, with the stones of his catapultae only. The governor of the cas- 
tle, on the other hand was no stranger to the singular skill of the engi- 
neer ; and offering the reward of one thousand dinaurs to any person 
who should bring him his head, one of his followers, a man of desper- 
ate courage, undertook to gratify him, or perish in the attempt. Ac- 
cordingly quiting thecastle in disguise, he found an opportunity, while 
the engineer was absent about evening prayer, to enter his quarters 
unobserved, and conceal himself. As might be apprehended, the un- 
fortunate man no sooner set foot within his door, on his return, than 
the assassin ruslied froin his concealment, and killed him on the spot. 

Then strikiiigoffiiis head, with that in one hand, and his knife in theother, 
he sallied from the house ; and with the rapidity of lightning, regained 
the citadel, where he laid his bloody trophy before the governor. 

This incident produced in the operations of the siege, a suspension 
fatal to the final result ; and the traitor Keptchauk, about the same 
lime, efliecting an accommodation with the Egyptians, and suffering 
thegarrison to pass outofthe citadel lioth day and night, without either 
iiitermiition or discovery on his part, the Moghul troops were hourly 
surjirised and cut off; and their horses led away in great numbers, 
witliouttho possibility of guarding against the danger. 

All these circumstances taken into consideration, Kutluk Shah con- 
ceived it at last expedient to abandon the siege ; and he shortly after- 
wards accordingly withdrew from before Damascus, taking with him 
the greater part of the principal inhabitants of the town. In crossing 
the Euphrates on this occasion, his troops in great numbers perished in 
the river; and it was not without considerable difficulty, fatigue, and 
hardship, that he at last contrived to rejoin the camp of his sovereign, 
in the territory ofMossule,as nearly as we can judge, on the fifth of 
lludjub, of the year six hundred and nin-‘iy-nine.* Tlie Persian 
monarch ajipears to have experienced the most sensible mortification 

* March liltli, 1300. 
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A. H. 690-700' at tliis miscarriage, although he exerted hSmaelffor the monfenf 'to 
A. D. 1300-2' suppress his feelings. He repassed the Tigris on his return towards 
Habeib-us- Azerbaijaun, on the first ofShabaun,* and on the fifteenth of the sue- 
ceeding month of Ramzaun,*!' he reached Meraughab ; where he re- 
mained until Zilhudje, some time in which he proceeded to the metro- 
polis of Tebreiz.J 

Although the design of completing the subjugation of Damascus, 
and the Syrian territory is said, sleeping or waking, to have been the 
inseparable companion of his thoughts, Gh&zan Khaun does not ap- 
pear to have resumed the undertaking, for the whole of the year next 
succeeding. But on the first of Mohurrim of the seven hundred and 
first of the Hidjerah,§ he set out on his second expedition across the 
Euphrates. Finding, however, on his arrival at Aleppo, that the Sul- 
tan of Egypt had signified his resolution not to take the field that 
season, he subscribed to the opinion of his Ameirs, although the rea- 
son appears not very solid, to measure back his steps ; and he had ac- 
cordingly returned to Oujaun, on the fourth of Ilamzaun of the same 
year,tt without the performance of a single action worthy of his renown. 
Here an attempt was made on the part of some of his courtiers, while 
the monarch w’as engaged in the conviviality of an entertainment, 
to impeach the integrity of the two associated ministers, Khaiijah 
Reshid-ud-dein, and Saud-ud-dein Sawjy. The attempt rccoiledhow- 
ever on its authors, some of whom sufiered death for their malignity. 

It appears that on the tenth day of Rudjub of the year seven hun- 
dred and one,** although we have not been able to trace our authority 
for the fact, a new aera under the denomination of tlie Khaunian, was 
established under the directions of Shums-ud-dein Kaushy. 

In Mohurrim, of the seven hundred and second of the llidjerah,tt 
the Persian monarch quitted Oujaun on his third .expedition into Sy- 
ria. On this occasion he had, however, previously dispatched Kauzy 
IS’usseir-ud-dein ofT-ebreiz, and Kauzy Kfitb-ud-dein of Mossule, on 
an embassy to M^lek Nausser, the Shltan of Egj’pt. The object of 
their mission was, in substance, to explain that if the name of their 
master was exhibited on the coinage, and pronounced in the public 

• April 5t2iid- + June 4th. t September, 1300, §Scptem!ier 6tb, ISOJ, 
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prayers, and the Egyptian consented to the payment of a stipulated 
tribute, his country would be redeemed from the ravages of a resist- 
less army ; if not, that his people would be visited by the same fear- 
ful train of calamities, as had been inflicted on the Khaurezmians, by 
the invincible hosts of Jengueiz. The ambassadors on their arrival in 
the court of M^Iek Nausser, did not fail to acquit themselves of their 
trust with due diligence and precision ; that prince informing them, 
however, that he should transmit by some persons in his own particu- 
lar confidence, the requisite reply to the demands of their sovereign. 
In the mean time the Kauzies were dismissed, loaded with presents, 
and distinguished by all the liberal proofs of attention, that could be 
expected from the most civilized and polished government. 

In his camp near Hellah on the Euphrates, the ambassadors described 
toGhazan Khaun the occurrences of their journey ; and not long after- 
wards, the agents of Mclek Nausser also arrived with a letter from 
their sovereiirn, which thev delivered to the Persian monarch. The 
letter was written in characters of gold ; a mark of respect which, as 
far as can be understood from the original, in this place rather obscure, 
seems to have been omitted on the part of the Persian. It stated, 
however, that w ith regard to the coinage, the Sultan conceived it was 
a point that could he adjusted without great dilficulty, by inserting 
the name of the i^ersian uionareh on the one side, and retaining on the 
other, after, or under the creed of their common religion, the name of 
the Sultan of Egypt. But, with res])cet to the other demand it w'as 
sufficient toohserve, that the continual wars in which the Sultan was 
engaged, with the enemies ofthe faith, and in defence of the legitimate 
possessions of the disciples of the Koran, left little to supply the arro- 
gant, and insatiable exactions of foreign tribute. In short, that the re- 
venues of his country were entirely absorbed by the exigencies ofthe 
state. 

MMjou he had perused the letter, Ghazin Khaun demanded of the 
ambassadors of Egypt to describe the contents of a che.st, carefully 
locked up and sealed, which they had also conveyed to his presence front 
their master. On this head they professed their entire ignorance ; al- 
teging that it was a secret, which it had not been thought proper to 
confide to their discreliou. The attendants were then directed to open 
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A. H. 702. this chest, ivhe'n a disclosure exhibited itself but little calcuTated to 
A. D. 1303. appease the angry passions ; a complete assortment of every implement 
Jlabeib-us- at that period in use for the purposes of human destruction. The am- 
bassadors were, however, very sumptuously entertained, although they 
were immediately ordered to Hamadaun, there to reside until the 
Persian should have returned from hisexpedition. He then proceeded 
to cross the Euphrates. 

Taking the route of Ghazauniah, a town which had risen under the 
auspices of his own reign, he repaired to visit the mausoleum of Ally 
at Nudjef ; after which he continued his march upwards, along the Eu- 
phrates, to Anah, which he reached on the twelfth of lludjub.* Dis- 
patching his heavy baggage from thence to Mossule, the Persian mon- 
arch on the twenty eighth of the same month,f displayed his stan- 
dard in sight of the fortress of Ilahebah, still ascending the Euphrates. 
Here the two ministers, Khanjah Reshid-ud dein, and Saud-ud-dein, 
were both employed in an attempt to prevail upon Ameir Aulutn-iid- 
dein the governor of the place, tosubmit to the authority of their master. 
That officer, however, after furnishing a supply' of grain for the army, 
and shoes for their horses, eluded the invitation to surrender; on the 
plea, that being the key of Syria on that quarter, he could not then so 
shamefully betray his trust, as to deliver up such important points as 
the town and citadel of Rahcbah : but as soon as the Persian monarch 
should have made himself master of the interior of the province, that 
he w'ould not be found remiss in opening his gates to the conqueror. 

Ghiizan, for the present, conceived it expedient to subscribe to theses 
precarious stipulations ; and on the sixth of Shabaun,J without com- 
mitting the reputation of his arms by any act of hostility against the 
place, withdrew from before Rabebah, on his march towards Aleppo. 
When he had however continued for a short time with his army, in the 
territory between Rabebah and Aleppo, entirely occupied with his 
pleasures and aipusements, the monarch consigned to the abilities of 
KTitlhk Shah Nuyan,. Ameir Tchobaun, Teynauk Bahauder, and his 
' other generals, tlie prosecution of the Syrian war ; while he returned ia 
person, by the route of Senjaur and Mossule, towards his hereditary 
dominions. In the mean time Melek Nausser, at the head ofaformi- 
* March 1st, 1303. t March 27th. ; March 25th. 
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dable army had hastened, with equal secrecy and dispatch, to the neigh- 
borhood of Damascus ; where he attentively watched the proceedings, 
and awaited the approach of the Perso-moghul troops. 

Not having discovered the slightest vestige of an enemy’s force on 
his march from the Euphrates, Kfktliik Shah advanced straight to Ha- 
rness, which he immediately invested ; but while he was engaged before 
that place, hearing that Melek Nausser was not yet arrived at Damas- 
cus, a report manifestly circulated to deceive him, and that the inhabi- 
tants were collecting their property for the purpose of withdrawing 
into Egypt, an avidity to possess l imself of this supposed booty, and 
to glut himself with the blood of the proprietors, determined him to 
suspend the siege of Harness. And with these views, he hastened by 
forced niarchos towards Damascus. On the second day of llamzaun,* 
ascending arising ground on hisarrival at the channel of the Merj-e- 
saffer, and casting his eyes to the plain beyond it, he beheld a spectacle 
to excite his utmost astonislmieut — an innumerable host which seemed 
to extend to every part of the horizon within his view. This proved to 
be the army of the Si&ltan of Egypt; which equally unconscious of the 
approach of an enemy with himself, was employed in pitching its tents, 
and otherwise establishingits quarters for the day. U nder the first im- 
pulse of surprise and terror, Kutluk Shah conceived that nothingshort 
of instant rstreat could save him from destruction ; but from this he 
w'as dissuaded by the more deliberate prudence, and presence of mind 
of Anieir Tchobaun ; who urged, on the contrary, the necessity of an 
immediate, and resolute attack upon the enemy. In conformity with 
this nobler alternative, Ameir Tchobaun, and Tcynauk liahaudcr,with 
the bulk of the army, defiled directly towards the plain; while Kfitluk, 
with two tomauns, or divisions often thousand, took post in reserve, 
on the hill which over-looked it. 

On the other hand, Melek Nausser had not delayed to prepare his 
troops for battle, the moment he became apprized of his situation ; 
and a conflict of surpassing obstinacy immediately ensued, in w’hich 
Ameir Tchobaun, and Teynauk Bahauder, with the troops under their 
orders, signalized themselves hy efforts of unexampled intrepidity. 
The left wing of the Sultan of Egypt, thrown into complete confusion 
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by the impetuous onset of these gallant commanders had been com« 
pelled to give way ; but the Egyptian monarch directing a body of 
ten thousand horse to make an attack upon the left of bis adversaries, 
Aydauk Togateymdr, an officer of the highest distinction among the 
troops of Gh&zan Khaun, suddenly abandoned his post, and the whole 
army immediately fell into irretrievable disorder. All the exertions 
of Tchobaun to rally them proved in vain, and they finally fled in the 
utmost dismay, and in every direction; the Egyptians pursuing with 
all the eager ferocity of wolves after a flock of sheep. Teynauk Ba- 
hauder, and a number of the most distinguished Ameirs, perished in 
this disgraceful rout ; but Ameir Tchobaun, after unparalleled exer- 
tions to save the fugitives, succeeded in joiiiing the reserve under 
Kutliik Shah, on the eminence in the rear of the field of battle ; where 
they passed the night under the utmost anxiety and perturbation of 
mind. 

When the day broke, they perceived that they were completely sur- 
rounded, by a countless multitude of the troops of Melck Nausser; 
whose attack they prepared however to resist, with the firmness of ve- 
teran soldiers. But, to avoid the hazard of a direct assault upon a body 
of brave and skilful soldiers, under such circumstances of despair, the 
Sultan of Egypt caused his army to present, towards one of their flunks, 
an opening for their retreat. Kutiuk Nftyan and his associates in dan- 
ger, did not disdain the advantage ; but immediately descending the 
hill, commenced their perilous march, again closely followed by the 
Egyptians. The Moghuls had not long prosecuted their retreat, when 
they found it unexpectedly interrupted by a deep morass, occasioned 
by the overflowings of the Merj-e-salFer, the river recently adverted 
to ; and here the greater part of the fugitives, equally exhausted with 
fatigue, and embarrassed by the weight of their arms, miserably perished 
in the mud and clay. The number of those who perished by the 
SAvord on this occasion, is not recorded ; but ten thousand of the Mo- 
ghuls, with ten thousand horses, fell alive into the hands of the Egyp- 
tians, together with arms and defensive armour in vast abundance. 
Kot yet contented with the fruits of his victory, Melek Nausser di- 
re.cted the governor of Damascus to continue the pursuit, without in- 
termission, to llahebah on the Euphrates ; so that the unfortunate 
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Mogh 61 sfoun(l no termination to theirdisastera, until driven comidL^tel}' 
across that river ; when the Egyptians at length ceased to molest them. 

On the nineteenth of llamzaun,* the generals who survived this fa- 
tal discomfiture, rejoined the camp of Ghizan Khaun ; and on the 
following day, that monarch conceived it prudent to proceed on his 
return towards Oujauu, which he appears to have reached on the tenth 
of Zilkaudah-j*. At that place, he now instituted a formal investiga- 
tion into the conduct of the commanders in the recent unfortunate ex- 
pedition ; and the result was, that Kiitluk Nikyan, and his associates 
ill defeat, were each of them, in proportion to the degree of culpability, 
condemned to the discipline of the cudgel, or perhaps the bastinado ; 
and all were for a certain time banished the court, and the pres< nce 
ol'llieir sovereign. Ameir Tchobaun himself, although his conspicu- 
ous gallantry and exertions were duly acknowledged, was yet compel- 
led tosntrer three strokes of the club ; but martial justice having had 
its cour.sc, he was immediately afterwards received to the distinguished 
favor of liis master. In Alohurrim of the seven hundred and third of 
tile llidjerah, the monarch transferred his abode from Oujaun to the’ 
metropolis of Tebreiz ; where, for a period of six weeks or two months, 
he was now permitted to resign hiuiseifto the enjoyments of domestic 
repose. 

Again on the nineteenth of the former Rebbeia,J Ghazan Khaun 
quitted Tebreiz for the last time, proposing to take up his winter quar- 
ters at Haghdiul ; but on his arrival at Jowherserrai, his progress was 
suspended by the iiitcnsenessof the cold, and by the heavy snow which 
fell ill the middle of the latter llebbeia :§and he was compelled to re- 
linquish that design, and fix his residence for the season on the hanks 
ol’the Hiilanniuran. 

During the winter months in which he resided at this station, an ab- 
surd and unprofitable attempt to disturb the repose of his goveriiirieiit, 
was made in favor of Shahzaduh UlalFreng his first couzin, the son of 
Keykhautii Khaun. Another impostor of the name of l*cir Yakub 
Baghestaiiiiy had, itseems, again contrived, under the ordinary garb of 
hypocrisy, an atl'ectatioii ofsnperior sanctity, to attach to his devotion 
from among the ignorant classes of society, a very considerable mass of 

* May dtb, 1303. t Juae 24tii. ; October 30th. ^ Beginning of December. 
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proselytes ; and he uiidertoolc on the strength of his reputed sanctity, 
to announce to the Shahzhdah his speedy accession to sovereign power. 
But, that no means might be omitted in order to secure the accomplish- 
ment of his prediction, he disdained not to employ about the court, 
one of the disciples of his imposture, to pervert and corrupt the ser- 
vants of the monarch ; and to engage them in secret, in favor of the 
claims of Ulaffreng. To such as, from factious motives, he found dis- 
posed to encourage his plans, the emissary represented that a superna- 
tural being, forty cubits in stature, and five in the breath of his shoul- 
ders, and whose body was as strong and immoveable as the mountain 
on its base, was in communication with his master ; and had disclosed 
to him, that the saints, or elect of God, had determined to raise the 
Shahzadah Ulaffreng to the sovereign authority, and would exalt his 
glory to the skies, (the Pleiades). 

The delirious fabrication being, however, at length communicated to 
the minister Satid-ud-dein, it was by him instantly made known to his 
sovereign ; and measures were adopted without delay, to secure the dis- 
affected at Tebreiz. In the space of ten days, UlaflVeng, with Pcir 
Yakfib, and the other leaders of the conspiracy, w'cre brought in safe 
custody to the camp of Ghazan ; who proceeded in person to investigate 
the circumstances of this treasonable imposture. It required, perhaps, 
no great force of evidence to establish the guilt of the conspirators. 
The wTetched YakCib was cast head long from the summit of a rock, 
and dashed to pieces. Hia disciples suffered by the sword of the ex- 
ecutioner ; and the misguided Ulaffreng, although indulged with a res- 
pite of some days, was however ultimately condemned to share the fata 
ofhis accomplices. 

The discomfiture of his troops by the Egyptians had implanted in 
the breast of the Persian monarch, a sensation of pain and uneasiness 
from which he was destined never to recover. While he remained at 
Jowherserrki, he was^ttacked by a serious indisposition and confined 
to his bed ; and such a variety of unfavorable and dangerous symptoms 
soon made their appearance in his disorder, as utterly to dispel every 
hope ofhis restoration. The power of medicine, the invocations of 
prayer, and the distributions of charity proved equally unavailing. In 
the spring of the. year be attempted, however, to remove towards his 
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summf^r residence ; and being constrained, very early in the journey* A. H. 709. 
through the aggravation of his complaint and extreme debility, to take A. D. I804. 
to his litter, he was in tliat manner conveyed to the neighborhood of 
Kazvein. There he quietly resigned himself to await the stroke of 
death, which he.was now sensible to be at no great distance. lie as- 
sembled round his couch, his ministers, and the nobles of his court ; 
proceeded to arrange the last concerns of earthly grandeur, expressly 
devising the succession to the throne, to his bfother, Sultan Mahom- 
med Khodabundah ; and, on Sunday the fifteenth of Shavaul of the 
seven hundred and third of the Ilidjerah,* this distinguished monarch 
breathed his last ; continuing, observes our author, to assert and repeat 
his unaltered belief in the inseparate unity of his creator, long after 
every other faculty had failed him; until life and recollection had entirely 
faded away in the cold embrace of death. His body was conveyed by 
the Amoirs of the empire, to the metropolis ofTebreiz : where it was, 
with the usual solemnities, committed to the grave in Hie superb mau- 
soleum erected by himself, either in one of the vallies adjoining to that 
favorite city, or in a quarter of the town called the .S'/f/uMi-e-Tcbrciz. 

It is at the same time observed that, of the Moghul j)rinces, he was the 
first that suffered the place of his sepulture to be known by the world. 

(.'alculated from his public inauguration, on the twenty ninth of 
Zilliudjc of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Hidjcfah, the 
reign of this monarch comprizes a period of eight solar years, six months 
and two days ; and, although its glory was considerably tarnished to- 
wards the conclusion, by the disastrous issue ofthe campaign in Syria, 
vet, independent ofthe forceof Mahommedan prejudice in favor of so 
zealous and ardent a proselyte, it was not unreasonable that the short- 
ness of its duration should have been the subject of sincere regret 
throughout the Persian empire. His sacred love of justice, and his 
paternal solicitude for the happiness of his people, as a king, has ren- 
dered his memory deservedly respected — venerated ; and his undaunted 
courage in the field, his mildness of disposition and affability in pri- 
vate life, secured for him the love and admiration of mankind. He was 
possessed of uncommon understanding and sagacity of mind, and had 
made considerable advances in every branch of literature and thesci- 

» May -iOUi, 1304. 
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A. tl. 708 . encesy as studied in the east. He spoke a variety of languages in great 
A. D. 1304. perfection, and was singularly well informed in the laws and genealogical 
Ilabeib-u8- |jjgtory of the sovereigns and founders of the Moghdl tribes ; insomuch 
that his minister, the learned and ingenious Reshid-ud>dein Fazzel- 
ullali, while composing the JaummiaReshidy,orTowaurikh, is stated to 
have derived great part of his knowledge on that subject, and on the 
history of the MoghAls, from the relation of his accomplished master. 
He was a zealous Shiah, and as such did not fail to distinguish the 
Seyuds, descendants of Ally and Fautima, by many favors, by many 
conspicuous proofs of his bounty. On the very day of his accession 
he directed that a canal should he cut from the Euphrates to the se> 
pulchre of Ally at Nudjef ; and by similar communications with the 
same beneficent river, he brought the arid plains ofKerbSla into a state 
of flourishing cultivation. 

But lest posterity might be disposed to suspect that the talents, the 
liberality, andUhe other virtues ofGhazuu Khiuin, should have been 
ill any degree exaggerated in the above eulogiuiu, our author has en- 
tered, under twenty distinct heads, into a very elaborate statement on 
the subject; in which is introduced in detail, the code of regulations 
established by this illustrious monarch, both for his own domestic 
oeconomy, and for tlve different departments of his government in ge- 
neral. It is, indeed, sufficiently instrucliv'e and original to form a 
chapter of itself; but as these pages have l>eeu already distended lar 
be^'ond what was proposed at their commencement, the subject has 
been indispensably omitted. It may at the same time be interesting 
to remark, that when the monarch who framed, or at least patronized 
these regulations, was snatched from the hopes of his people by the 
hand ofdeath, he had not yetattained to the age of thirty four. Neither, 
before we dismiss the subject entirely, will it be superfluous to add 
that, exclusive of the splendid mausoleum at Tebreiz already adverted 
to, the dome of which is descriljetl to have been eighteen cubits,* or 
about three and thirty feet in diameter, illuminated by eighty lamps 
of gold and silver, with its spacious and magnificent apjiendages, con- 
sisting of the cathedral mosque, a college for the instruction of youth, 

* The manuscript btates this to have been the thickness of the walls, and that the lai»|>s. 
were each of the weight of lo muuQiis, or abnul four Jiuudrecl pounds tro;^ ; it is uiorc 
probable that this was the aggregate weiglit of the whole^ 
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and the cultivation of the sciences, with observatory, refectory and A. H. 703. 
hospital, and sumptuous baths, thecity ofOujaun was almost entirely a. P. 13Q4. 
rebuilt by the bounty of this celebrated monarch ; and scarcely a part Habeib-us- 
of the empire but exhibited some useful monument of his liberal and 
patriotic spirit. And, lastly, it is recorded that for the lofty walls with 
which it was once surrounded, the city ofShirauz was in a great mea- 
sure indebted to the princely munificence of Gh'^zan Khaun. 


^Ot. II. 
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ULJAITU Sultan, entitled Sultan MahommedKhodabvn* 
DAH, the sou ofArghAn Khaun, eighth of the Persian monarchs 
Habeib-us. of the race of Jengueiz. 

At the period of his brother’s death, OuIjckitA was absent in his go- 
vernment of Khorassaun, to which he had been some time since ap- 
pointed by the late monarch ; but when he became apprized of the event 
which had so early called him to the succession, he hastened towards 
Tebreiz; not, however, before he had secured himself against the me- 
ditated hostility of some of the Shahz^dahs, and of Herkedauk Nuyan 
oneoftheprincipal Ameirs in particular, by putting them todeath. tie 
reached the metropolis of Azerbaijaun,on the fifth of Zilhudje;* where, 
at the age of three and twenty, he ascended without opposition, the 

throne of Hfilaukfi ; and commenced a reign of uncommon splendor. 

OrtJAiTP Sol- , . . .u . 1 1 .. i • l 

TAN, Vlllth of effect to every measure that could tend in any shape to pro- 

thePerso-Jeogui* mote the prosperity of Isslam, and to close against his people every 
avenue of oppression and violence. He continued the Vizzaurut to 
Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel-ullah, and Saud-ud-dein Sawjy, the ministers 
of his predecessor ; and he is here recorded as the first monarch of the 
Taceof Jengueiz, who publicly embraced the tenets of the Shiahs, which 
he testified by directing the names of the twelve Imaums to be struck 
on the coinage of the realm, and invoked in the performance of divine 
worship in the* mosques. The funds bequeathed tor the support of 
charitable endowments throughout the empire, had possibly 

by this time become of considerable magnitude, and importance ; and 
one of the first objects of the new monarch’s attention, was to place 
them under the management of talents and integrity ; and he selected 
for his purpose Guya flaha-ud-dein Yakub, whom hestyictly chained 
to beware that every bequest was honestly secured, and scrupulously 

’"ShUb of July, 1304. 
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appropriated, in exact conformity to the design of the testator, as ex* 
pressed in the letter of his will. This was, perhaps, strictly speaking, 
ihe office of the Suddur-ul>sudd6r, or grand almoner. 

In the spring of the seven hundred and fourth of the Hidjerab, Oul* 
jkith, at Kunkdraulung, laid the foundations of the cityof Sdltauniah ; 
and, having omitted neither labour nor expence, to render it a beauti* 
ful and splendid residence, as well as a place of strength and security, 
he constituted it, when completed, the metropolis of the Persian 
monarchy. 

But, in order to retain the narrative within its regular course, it will 
be necessaiyto proceed with the progressive detail of events ; and among 
the first of these, we find recorded the impeachment of Saud*ud-dein 
Mahommed Sawjy, one of the ministers, on a charge of embezzlement 
in the revenue, to an enormous amount, (.^OOTomauns, or five millions 
ofdinaurs ;) for which, on full conviction before the monarch in person, 
he was with several of his accomplices, in the month ot Shavaul of 
the present year,* put to death at Mehoul, one of the dependencies of 
Baghdad. In concurrence with the suffrages of the principal members 
of his court, whoraOuljaitii condescended to consult on the occasion, 
his place was supplied by Tauje-ud-dein Jilauny.-j’ 

The eighth of Zilkaudah of the sameyearj gave birth, according to 
the Tiirikh-gfizeidah, to Sultan Abu Skeid Bahauder Khaun, the fu- 
ture hope of the Persian monarchy. 

Equally desirous with his brother to effect the subjugation of Syria 
and Egypt, the thoughts of Oulji\itfi were early directed to prosecute 
the designs in that quarter ; but, reflecting on the impolicy of leading 
his armies on any distant enterprise, while the provinces of Guilan, at 
the very threshold of his capital, continued independent of his power, 
(and, indeed, notwithstanding their proximity, had neveryet submitted 
to any of the successors of Hulauku) he conceived it expedient to hold 
a consultation with his nobles, on the propriety of a previous expedi- 

• Fourth of May, 1305. 

t Among the presents oflered to Ouljaitii, in the spring of the year, be is said to have re- 
ceived from Khaujah Aliy Shah, at Ba^lidail, a liara enriched uith jewels, of the weight of 
- fourteen pounds ; in the diudem or fillet of which, is described to have been a ruby of sin- 
gular beauty, of the weight of 24 incthkals, or 36 drams, 

t Thirty first of May, 
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tion against that strong fcnd almost inaccessible territory. It was. bow*! 
ever, resolved as a preliminary, that an agent should be dispatched to 
require the ruling princes to acknowledge the authority of the Persian 
monarch. If they obeyed, nothing further was necessary ; if other* 
wise, it would then be advisable to proceed to coercion. 

At the period under consideration, the country appears to have been 
under the separate dominion of several independent chiefs ; among 
whom, however, a certain Ameir Demmauje, is described to have 
maintained the greatest degree of splendor. To him therefore Oul- 
j4itd determined on dispatching the first invitation ; and he seems to 
have acquiesced without a demur. He immediately accompanied the 
agent employed to demand his submission, with every suitable pre- 
sent, to the camp of Ouljaitd, by whom he was received with every 
mark of attention and kindness. But, after a short resilience, con- 
ceiving some suspicions at the ceremonious delays, and restraints, 
peradventure, of a polished and ostentatious court, he, one night, sud- 
denly and privately withdrew to his own country. The SAltan took 
offence at his unauthorized departure ; and having assembled his troops, 
gave orders, shortly afterwards that both provinces should be imme- 
diately attacked in three different directions ; Ameir Tchobaun pro- 
ceeding against Kesker, from the northwartl by the route of Ardebeil ; 
while Ameir Kutlfig Shahadvanced towards Foumcn, Ilesht, andTou- 
man or Kouman, by Khelkhaul, and two other commanders from the* 
south east, through Rustumdaur, and the mountainous defiles in that 
quarter. 

About seven days subsequent to the march of his generals, Oulj^itu 
proceeded from bis capital directly towards Lahejan ; and was joined, 
without any u’nlavorable contingency, before he reached that place, by 
Ameir Tchobaun from Kesker. But, although apprized with honest 
zeal, on his arrival at Khelkhaul, by the governor, of tho obstacles^ 
which he would experience in the narrow passes, and rugged roads thnt 
lay before him, and of the indispensable necessity of proceeding with 
the utmost vigilance and circumspection, particularlyas the unpolished 
natives had not as yet been taught to respect the prowess and didci- 
pUoe of the imperial armies, Kutlug Shah suffered a sordid avidity, to 
possess himself of'the wealth of the native princes, to blind him towards 
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every consideration of prudence ; proud, at die same time, of his own A. H. 708. 
conceived superior strength, and the terror of his name, and despising A. D. 1307. 
the counsels of experience, he hastened accordingly towards the passes Habeibm*- 
of Guilan, with no other precaution than that of sending a division in ***^*^* 
advance, under Ameir Fulaud Keia. The troops of Oeromauje had 
previously taken post along the narrowest of the passes, in readiness 
to oppose or intercept the march of this detachment ; but they were,, 
however, signally repulsed, in three repeated attacks which they made 
upon it. In consequence of this check, AmeirDemmauje conveyed to 
Fulaud an application for peace, which he transmitted to his superior. 

Impelled by the intemperate ardour of a son, who urged to be em- 
ployed in advance, Kutlug Shah declined the overture ; and sent the 
same son forward to the support of Ameir Fulaud. The young chief, 
in the presumption of inexperience, proceeded to attack the Guilan- 
ians in tlie midst of their deliles; was entirely defeated in the attempt; 
and the greater part of liis followers perished in a morass, in the con- 
fusion of a disorderly retreat. Tlie fugitives who escaped, commu- 
nicated to tlie main body, under Kftllug Xuyan, the panic by which 
they were tlunnselves afiected ; and the whole immediately fled, in the 
utmost constcrtialioii. The general disdained, however, toaccompany 
them in tlieir disgraceful lliglit ; and niaintaininghisground with unsha- 
ken firmness, until transfixed at last byaii arrow, he expired at his post. 
Tlietroopsol'.Vineir Demmanje after possessing themselves of a consi- 
derable booty, retired within their native recesses, contented with their 
victory, w’ithoiit courting tarther triumphs. 

I'he ili\ ision which approached the southern extremity of Guilan, 
throngii llfistunidaur, was met in a peaceful m.inncron reaching the 
frontiers, by Ameir lliiidu Shah, who governed in that quarter; and 
who accompanied tlie imperial generals, with equal readiness and 
submission, to the camp of their sovereign. Ouljaitn, at the head of 
his troops, shortly afterwards entered the territory of Lahejan ; the ruler 
of that part of Guilan submitting also to his authority, without resist- 
ance. While he was, however, celebrating the festival of the tenth of 
^ilhudje,* in the town of that name on the coast of the Caspian, iuteU 
ligence unexpectedly reached him of the defeat and death of Kutlhg^' 

* £lev«uth of Juuej 1307. 



A. If. Sbah ;«'di9aster which apfiears to have affected him with the deef»e«i 

A. D. 1807-12. distress. A body of three thousaod horse under the Ameirs Shedtir 
Habeib-us. Bebloul, and Aba Bukker, woa immediately dispatched to avenge the . 
'^* disgrace. These were soon followed by other troops in considerable 
force, under two other able commanders. After indefatigable exertion, 
and some severe conflicts, the generals of Ouyaitfl succeeded at last, 
in subjugating with considerable slaughter, the possessors of this difficult 
country ; and having pillaged Resht, Foumen, and Toulem, threeof the 
principal towns, returned victorious to rejoin their master. The whole 
of the independent chiefs of Guilan now submitted to become tribu> 
tary ; (part of the tribute consisting of a stipulated number of ass- loads 
of silk,) and Ouljaitfl withdrew towards Sdltauniah ; having inflicted 
. the discipline of the cane upon the son of KfltlilgShah, for his miscon- 
duct during the expedition, and conferred the dignities of the father 
upon Ameir Tchobaun, who was thus created lieutenant general of the 
empire. 

From this period to the seven hundred and twelfth of the llidjerah, 
the attention of Oulj&itA appears to have been principally devoted to 
the general improvement of his dominions, in which he constructed 
several large and flourishing cities ; and among others, those of Sultan- 
abad Jeijmaul in Kflrdestaun, at the foot of mount Beisetoun, and 
Ouljiitu-Si!iltanabad in Moghaun, either on the Kiirr or Araxes, are 
stated to have been indebted for their origin to him. From the Tkrikh 
gfizeidah we learn, that about the year seven hundred and ten,* Ham- 
dallah Mustouffy, the author of that work, received from the imperial 
, ministry, an appointment over the Tomauns, perhaps collections, of 
Kazvein, Ebher, Zenjaun, and Tarmin ; from whence, peradventure, 
his appellation of Mustouffy, which implies auditor, or inspector, of 
revenue accounts. 

In the course of the year seven hundred and twelve, the governors 
of Damascus and Afeppo, both Ameirs of the highest distinction in the 
court of Melek Nausser, Stiitan of Egypt, terrified atihe severity, and 
suspicious of the designs of their master, presented themselves to Oul- 
jftitii, in the neighborhood of Sfiltauntah, accompanied by five hundred 
cavaliers ; and were most graciously and hospitably received. The 

*A.D.1810. 



defection of these chieft, supported by the most earnest solicitations A. H.yoie. 
©n their part* revived in the bosom of the Persian monarch, those plans A. D. lais. 
of subjugation inSyria, which had only lain dormant for disclosure at Habeib-u»- 
a proper opportunity. For the accomplishment of this favorite object, 
the most extensive preparations were immediately set on foot, through 
the medium of all the ministers and generals of the empire ; and equip- 
ments upon ascale of extraordinary magnitude were expedited through 
every department of the monarchy. 

Among these we find enumerated, fifteen hundred suits of mail, of 
European fabric; two hundred and sixty chargers, gorgeously caparis- 
oned, and their saddles enriched, with jewels for the imperial equipage; 
and two thousand five hundred camels, for the conveyance of the im- 
perial furniture and baggage. Ninety balistse, or machines of war for 
distant annoyance ; eleven thousand arrows of steel ; one hundred pots, 
for discharging fire works, and naphtha ; one hundred ass-loads of ket- 
tle drums, and one hundred embroidered standards. A corps of three 
hundred sappers and miners, with an extensive apparatus of all things 
necessary for the attack of fortified places, was also formed to accom- 
pany the expedition. 

Having assembled the army at Mossule, he marched from thence, 
by the ordinary route of Senjaur, on the last day of Rudjub, of the year 
already mentioned ;* and, after crossing the Euphrates, heappeared on 
Friday thejsixth of llamzaun,* under the walls of the Syrian Rahebah; 

M’ith the siege of which it was immediately determined to open' the 
campaign. At the period under consideration, it was esteemed a place 
of great strength and importance ; being defended by twelve spacious 
and lofty towers, or bastions, and by a ditch of thirty cubits deep, and 
halfasm.iny wide, the foundations of the rampart in general, con- 
structed of stone; and Buddur-ud-deinMiissa,thegovernor, by nation a 
Kurd, had under his command a numerous and veteran garrison, with 
ample stores of every description, whether for subsistance or defence. 

Thus provided, Buddur-ud-dein early evinced his determination to 
make a formidable and resolute resistance; and the moment the armies 
of Irak and Azerb&ijaun appeared in view, proceeded to put iii practice 
all the methods which he could devise, to disturb and retard their 
* Thirtieth of November, 1312. t Fourth of January, 1313, 



A.ir.7is>ial opexttdons. The besiegeraj on their part, wi^not less.activls-^iif ti^ 
A. D. 1818. vanciDg their works; their exertions being more immediately direct^ 
-Mabeib-uv to fill the ditch. But, when that object had been accott^dished, and 
the miners had carried a gallery so far through the rampart, as to be 
within hearing of the garrison behind it ; white the soldiers by laying 
in vast quantities of fascines were completing the passage of the ditch, 
the besieged became at last dismayed by the boldness and pertinacity 
of their assailants, and indicated a disposition to surrender ; which, 
'through the mediation of Kauzy Nbdjm-ud-dein, and the address of 
B,eshid>ud-dein theVezzeir, the Sbltan finally permitted them to do, 
on terms of equal advantage to either party. After the capitulation 
of Rahebah, Ouljaitu appears, however, to have declined the further 
prosecution of his design against S^'ria ; since, on the twenty fourth of 
Ramzaun,* we find him taking measures to recross the Euphrates, on 
his . return into Azerb^ijaun, which he immediately carried into eflect. 
And he arrived in the ordinary series of marches, and without any par- 
ticular accident, at his capital of Sultauniah, before the conclusion of 
the year. 

In the course of the ensuing year, Abh Saeid, who had not yet at- 
tained to his ninth year, was created by his father, governor of Khor- 
assaun, under the tutelage, of Ameir Soniije ; being accompanied to 
his government by a numerous and splendid retinue, consisting of the 
sons of most of the jirinctpal nobility of the empire. The j’oung 
prince, on his arrival in his province, experienced from all classes of 
the inhabitants, as well as from some of the border chiefs, every proof 
of satisfaction, that could be tendered by a people overjoyed at the pros- 
pect of a mild and benevolent administration. 

Under these circumstances, and in consequence efsome serious mis- 
understanding which had arisen between theTclieghataian princes, Ke- 
peik Khaun, and Shahzlkdab Beyssour, the latter conceived it expedi- 
ent to secure a retreat acrqss the Amfiyah, in some favorite recess of 
the province of Klrorassaun. For that purpose, he dispatched a con- 
fidential agent to communicate his situation to Ouljkitfi, and to solicit 
a retreat under his protection. The agent was favorably received, and. 
an answer through him transmitted, that the Slializudah was autbor- 

* secoad of Jaouaxy.. 






agreeable to himself; on which, Beyssour, or Tensouras he is occasi> 
onalty denominated, soon afterwards hastened across the Oxus, and 
fixed his' Ttesidence on the plain of Kawus, in the neighborhood pf 
Baudgheiss. 

The remaining part of the reign of Khodabundah does not appear 
to have furnished any event sufficiently remarkable for the record of 
history, since the author now passes, at once, to the period of his death, 
in the seven hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerah. Towards the close 
of theyear,aboutafortnightafter hisreturn toShltauniahfrom ahunting 
party, he became indisposed ; and his disorder assuming a very serious 
appearance, all the powers of medicine were called into exertion by 
his physicians, to give him relief ; and they were at first successful. 
But, unfortunately, conceiving that his complaint was entirely remov- 
ed, the Sultan ventured to make use of his baths, and imprudently 
indtilged in some species of diet unsuitable to his state of health. The 
result wasadangerons relapse; from which, neither the skill of his phy- 
sicians, nor the aid of medicine, any longer availed to recover him. 
Relinquishing then every hope of the recovery of their sovereign, the 
principal Ameirs ofthe court now dispatched into Khorassaun ; to an- 
nounce to Abu Saeid, the circumstances of his father’s danger, and 
to urge the necessity ofhis immediate presence at Shltauniah, in order 
to secure the throne ofhis ancestors, while his royal parent was yet 
alive. Before that ol)jcct could, however, be attained, the dying mon- 
arch breathed his last, on the evening of the first of .Shavaul,* being 
that of the festival at the conclusion of the fast of Ramzaun, in the 
thirty sixth year ofhis age, and after a prosperous reign of twelve years, 
fiv’e months, and ten days. He was committed to the grave, with tlie 
usual solemnities, in the mausoleum erected by himself adjoining to 
the principal mosque of Sultauniah, opposite, or near to the gate of 
Alburz. 

This monarch has been also greatly eulogized for bis extensive pa- 
tronage of letters and literary men ; since, exclusive of other liberal 
establishments for the advancement of knowledge, and the cultivation 
of thescienccs, supported by his bounty in ditferont parts of the empirex 

* December ICtli, 1310. 
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A. Ifv * 71 ^ 17 . one Itttadred {nd!Vidua!s 'distingaished fot tliair getiiiu.Qnd talcttfa, 
A. D.,i8iq-17. jjfg stated to have been maintained in constant attendance about his 
Habeib-iia- person, whether in peaceful <|uarters, or in the field. If, indeed, any 
-credit be due to the testimony of his cotemporary, the author of the 
Tarikh gfizeidah, Oulj^ith, from the unclouded prosperity and benevo- 
lence of his reign, is to be classed in the most distinguished rank among 
the princes of of the race of Jengueiz. The splendor of that family in 
Ir^n,is, indeed, considered under him to have attained its. zenith ; and, in 
short, he is represented to have been a just, prudent, magnanimous, 
and accomplished prince, equally respected abroad, from the terror of 
bis arms, and beloved by his people for the paternal mildness of bis 
government. 

The building of Sfiltauniah b\’ this monarch hae been already ad- 
verted to. It is here described to have formed an exact square of five 
hundred cubits, with a gate in each face, and defended in the whole, 
by sixteen towers. The ramparts were constructed of hewn stone, 
and they were of siich a width as to admit of four horsemen riding 
abreast without i neon venience. This must, doubtless, refer to the castle ; 
for the city of Sultauniah must have greatly surpassed the narrow li- 
mits of a square of three hundred yards. Within that square was 
however included the mausoleum erected for his grave, of which the 
dome is described to have been sixty cubits in diameter, and one hun- 
dred and twenty, orjust double, in height; together with the principal 
mosque, an edifice of very finished workmanship, also erected by him, 
with its several appendages, consisting of refectory, halls for reading, 
and college ; with an establishment of sixteen lecturers or professors, 
and accommodation and mainte nance for two hundred students. 

Among the writers, who flourished under the reign of Oulj&itd, we 
shall only mention AbfiSfiliman Fakher-ud-dein D&oud, ofBinauket, 
or Finauket, on the banks of the Seyhtin, the author of the Kouzut-ul- 
lubaub-— the paradise of the understanding ; better known to the ori- 
entals by the title of the Tkrikh Binaukety, or chronicle of the histo- 
rian of Blnauket.* 

* For this discri-rriaation of the fact, tbe writer of these pages is more particularly indebt- 
ed to the information of his learnr<l acquaintance Sir William Ouselcy; from whose inge- 
nious researches, th- lorers of orieniat literature may yet hope to derive much additional 
gratification, of the highest order, on his return from the mission to Persia. 
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I^Altan A1IlL-ud>ddn Anv SAEio-Bahatider Kfaun,the sonofOul- 
j&itik, ninth of the Persian monarchs of the race of Jen^ueiz. 

When accounts reached him, about the conclusion of the year seven 
hundred and sixteen, of the demise of his father, the young Sdltan, 
at this period in the twelfth year of his age, was in Mazanderauo. 
From thence, after deferring his journey long enough to be joined by 
Ameir Sounje, his Atabek, or governor, from Khorassaun, he now has- 
tened towards Irik ; and, on his arrival in the iieigborhood, was con- 
ducted into Sfiltauniahjby Ameir Tchobaun, at the head of the nobility, 
and principal inhabitants of' that metropolis. After the customary 
period had been devoted to discharge the duties of filial affection, and 
respect for the memory of his father, a general assembly was convened 
on the plain of Sultauniah ; in the presence of which, on the first of 
Suffurofthe six hundred andseventcenthofthe Ilidjerah,*AraeirTcho- 
baun supporting him on the right hand, and Ameir Sounje on the left, 
he was, with universal applause publicly seated on the throne of Ilii- 
laukii. 

Being yet in his minority, the Sultan appears to have deputed the 
supreme authority of the state to Ameir Tchobaun ; continuing, howe- 
ver, the office of Vezzeir to Khaujah Reshid-ud-dein, and Khaujah Ally 
Shah in conjunction, as formerly. The government of Diaurbekir was 
at the same time conferred on Ameir Terenjeiii, and that of Roum, or 
that part of Anatolia annexed to t^ie persian empire, on 'I'eymur Tausli, 
the son of tiic regent 'I'chobaun. 

The intellectual powers, and singular prudence of the Vezzeir, Res- 
hid-ud-deiu razzel-ullab, have already in some degree claimed the at- 
tention of the reader ; more particularly, as the author of a much res- 
pected orientalchronicle, entitled the Jaummia-ul-towaurikh Reshidy. 
He had conducted his ministry with distinguished reputation, through 
the latter part of the reign of (ih&zan Khaun, and the whole of that of 
Khodabundah, or Ouljaitfl, in whose favor he held a more conspicuous 
share than in that, even, of his royal brother. And, he appears to have 
rendered himself equally worthy of lus high destiny, by the uniform 
justice of his demeanor towards all classes of society, and by his boun- 
tiful encouragement of learning and science, in aU its votaries ; of which 
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llabeib u^ Khaujah Ally Shah the Jilaunian, his associate m the,tntaistry> had 
‘ ’ it seems, towards the conclusion of the reign, of Oulj^ititf arrogated to 
himself rather more importance in his station, than his collegue was 
disposed to submit to ; and pf this the latter embraced an opportunity 
of complaiping to his master. He requested .at the same time, that if, 
as he conceived himself warranted in the expectation, he was to be 
considered the superior in his office. Ally Shah might also be made to 
obey him in every other circumstance ; on the contrary, if he was him- 
self to be considered in any respect subordinate in the Yizzaurut to 
his collegue, he must iutreat to be employed in some other department, 
of the state. Nevertheless, if Ally Shah could be brought to accede 
to either of the following propositions, he would, for his own part, still 
continue to act in conjunction with him. First, that Ally Shah should 
undertake the entire present management of the department of fin- 
ance, while Khaujah Reshid-ud-dein should be alone responsible 
for the accounts of preceding years. Secondly, that all aftairs con- 
nected with the office of Vezzeir should be vested in the discretion of 
Khaujah Reshid alone, so as to be exclusively accountaldc to the so- 
vereign. Or thirdly, that the whole of the provinces of the empire 
should be arranged under two equal and separate departments; one 
consigned to each Vezzeir independently, and each of these restrained 
respectively from interfering with the department of the other. To 
all these, Ouljuitu appears to have objected, alleging that both his min- 
isters, however in different respects, w'ere equally worthy of his con- 
fidence; the one from his wisdom matured by the experience of age, 
and the other with unrivalled talents, in the prime and vigour of life. 
He therefore signified his pleasure that they should continue to offici- 
ate in conjunction; the elder exhibiting a reasonable indulgence to the 
limited experience'of his collegue, and the younger yielding due de- 
ference to the maturer age .of his senior. 

Compelled to acquiesce in the decisioit of tbejr sovereign, thus ex- 
plained to them, the two Vezzeirs proceeded as formerly to transact 
the civil affairs of the government, in conjunction. Bu,t, on the acces- 
sion of Abu S^eid, theanimositiesof the rivt^ statesmen again broke out ; 
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cqjnmenctng, however, on the part of the younger, in an unauccess-. 
ful attempt to impeach the integrity of bis collegue, on a charge of 
embezzlement, or corrupt appropriation of the revenue. On the other 
hand, with the propensity, as our author seems disposed to. think, na- 
tural to men of that class, some officers of revenue proposed to Khaujah . 
Reshid, to insinuate themselves into the confidence of Ally Shah, in 
order to discover some grounds to establish against him a charge, si- 
milar to that which be had attempted to bring forward against his rival. 
With this proposal, Khaujah Reshid, whose temper was equally mild 
and easy in the extreme, refused to concur ; offering at the same time 
if it proceeded from any injury on the part of his collegue, to use his 
influence with him to redress them. Disapjiointed in their views on 
Reshid, these men are said to have applied themselves next to the 
other Vezzeir ; in whom they found an instrument better framed for 
their purpose, and with whom they immediately united in collecting 
proofs of guilt, against his innocent and unsuspecting associate. Cor- 
rupted at the same time by the gold of .Mly Shah, the personal min- 
isters of Ab6 Saeid succeeded in influencing their master to the pre- 
judice of Khaujah Reshid ; and the young monarch, towards the close 
of the month of Rudjub,* was at last prevailed upon to remove this 
able and virtuous statesman from all his employments; notwithstand- 
ing the express opinion to the eontrary of his Atabek, AmeirSounje. 
The latter then labouring under severe indisposition, and dying on the 
twentieth of Zilkaudah of the seven hundred and seventeenth of the 
llidjerali.j* at Mahoul, where he was with his imperial pupil, on the 
way to pass the winter at Baghdad, w’as liy these circumstances, per- 
adventure, prevented from exerting that influence, which might other- 
wise have been sufficient to protect the unfortunate Vezzeir from the 
malignant designs of his enemies. At the. opening of the spring, Abii 
Sacid returned to Sultaiiniah. 

In the mean time, Khaujah Reshid had retired on his dismission to 
reside atTebreiz ; and Aineir Tchobaun having remained, during the 
absence of the Sflltan, on the frontiers of Azerbaijaun, engaged in the 
amusements of the chase, ventured to request an interview with the 
discarded minister; to whom he declared without reserve, that he con« 
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eeWed his pr&enhe ih ihe’leouncils of his Sovereign to he as }ndispeii<- 
sable asthe very salt to their meals ;and he accordingly proceeded by every 
argument he could devise, to urge the necessity of his immediate re« 
turn to court, to resume his employments. Khaujah Reshid, for some 
time^ continued to resist his importunities, on the plea of advanced 
age, and declining life ; of the treatment which he had experienced, 
ae singularly unmerited, as his fortune had been unprecedented. 
That he had, however, thirteen sons, by their talents and experience, 
abundantly qualified to supply his place 5 and he trusted that while on 
his part, he devoted the remains of life to secure a pardon for the errors 
of humanity, the agents of his master's authority would draw the peti 
of oblivion through the record of his offcndings ; would dispense with 
the further services of one now bent to the earth under the weight of 
years, and infirmity : and that they would finally forget that there was 
any .longer such a man in existence. Nevertheless, Ameir Tchobaun 
becoming still more importunate in his solicitations, and the habitual 
love of power possibly adding its influence, Ueshid at lost reluctantly 
yielded to his wishes. 

But, when intelligence of what was in agitation was conveyed to Ally 
Shah, and the party who had conspired to the ruin of the aged Vezzeir, 
they became to a very considerable degree alarmed ; and they hastened 
without delay to adopt those measures that appeared best calculated 
to avert the danger. The most effectual was by a very considerable 
sum of money to prevail upon Abfi Bukker Aga, the oracle of Ameir 
Tchobaun’s opinions, to prejudice the mind of his pupil against Khau> 
yah Ueshid ; and Ameir Tchobaun, although in other respects irre* 
proachablc, being a man of great simplicity and flexibility of mind, 
easily wrought upon,- by such as had any interest in practicingon his 
credulity, little difficulty was experienced to persuade him, that Ibrau- 
him, one of the sons of the Vezzeir, who was-theSherbet-daur, or chief 
butler of the lateOulj&itfi, had been induced at the suggestion of his 
father, to poison bis master ; and that this was the true cause of the 
premature death of that respectable monarch. The atrocious charge 
was immediately communicated to Abfi Sileid, by Ameir Tchobaun ; 
and the accusation being confirmed by the testimony of several of the 
Ameirsofthe court, who hadbeen suborned for that purpose, the learned 



and upright minuter was condemned without afternative to dl^. Har* A. H. TU. 
ing first struck off, before his eyes, the bead of bis son Ibrauhim, the A. D. laia. 
executioner addressed himself to the further discharge of bisoffice, upon 
the unhappy father ; who desired him, when he should have inflicted 
the stroke of death, to inform Ally Shah on the part of his suffering 
collegiie, thathaving sought the life, and brought about the condemn- 
ation of an innocent man, the unerring hand of justice, would most 
assuredly, at some period orother, avenge the injury ; and that if there 
existed any shadeof difference between hisown destiny, and that which 
was reserved for his persecutor, it would appear in this circumstance 
alone ; that while the tomb of him who now suffered innocently, would 
continue a memorial to distant ages, that of the other would not be 
suffered to stand for many days, before it would be demolished by the 
just rageofan indignant people. It will however be seen in the sequel, 
that this prediction was not justified by the ev'ent. The executioner 
then clove liis victim in twain, without giving himself much concern 
as to the subject of his guilt or innocence ; the Ilebbia-reshcidy a 
neighboring town de]>endcnt on, and possibly erected by the sufferer, 
was given up to pillage; and the entire property of the family seized 
as a forfeiture to the imperial treasury. The death of lieshid-ud-dein 
took place on the seventeenth of the former Jummaudy of the seven 
hundred and eighteenth of the Ilidjcrah ;* the exact year being ex- 
prcsfcdby the loiters, numerically taken, of the Arabic sentence, Tau- 
ba-scrrchCi — may he rest in peace. 

The manner in which, towards the close of the reign of Ouljaitd, 
the Tcheghatayan Shalizadali Beyssour was permitted to chuse an 
asylum at Baudgheiss, has already claimed our attention. Unhappily, 
on iiJtclligcncc of the death of that monarch, the anihitioii ofappropri- 
ating to himself the noble province of Khorassaun, immediately fas- 
tened on the mind of the fugitive ; and he secretly communicated with 
Aincir Bcktfib, the associate hf his exile, the design to which the mi- 
nority of AbA Sacid had possibly given birth ; representing at the same 
time the expediency in the first instance, of some plan to cut off Ameir 
Yessawul, the imperial lieutenant, as the principal bar to its accom- 
plishment. This was greatly facilitated by the arbitrary and oppressive 
measures with which, on various pretexts for raisiug money. Yes- 
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of his governfiDent ; among othors 
A. D. 1816 . jjjgj. Qf providing for the entertainment, on different occasions, df 
Mabeifo-tts- |j,g Tcheghatayan Shahzadab himself, which finally brought upon thfs 
***^' tyrannical proconsular the universal execration of the people. And 
hence, the two chiefs who were conspiring to ruin him, might ob- 
scurely- intimate that as the care of entertaining them might at no dis- 
tant period be transferred to other hands, it behoved them while the 
means were in their power, at least to make sure of Yessawul. 

For this an opportunity was not long wanting. Ameir Yessawul 
with the produce of his arbitrary exactions, consisting of a variety of 
gold and silver furniture, of horses of the choicest Arabian breed, and 
slaves of the greatest beauty, with two thousand sheep, three hundred 
asses, or perhapsmules with articles for the table, and sundry dried skins 
of wine, (borachios) had set out for the residence of the Tcheghatayan ; 
but coming first to the station selected for the abode of his followers 
by Ameir Bektub,he there halted to refresh and regale himself. While 
thus emplo3'ed without suspicion of evil, he was however surprised by 
the report of one of his attendants, that tl»e retainers of Ameir BcktCib 
had made prisoners of a part of his people, and were too evidently ap- 
proaching to offer violence to himself. Yessawul instantly mounting 
his horse, made the best of his way towards Ir^k ; and he had not pro- 
ceeded to the distance of half a league, before Shahzadahllcyssour en- 
tered his camp, and plundered it of all its contents. Yessawul found 
his retreat cut off in the neighborhood of Jaum, bv’ a detachment of 
fift}' horse, under Mubaurek Shah Oujauny, a chief who had borne 
him a grudge of long duration. Here he was cotnpelled to combat for 
existence, andhavingwith him no more than thirty horse against fifty^ 
he was soon killed.. 

As soon as they became known at S6Itauniah, Ameir Eyss Kfitltlgh 
was dispatched by Aba S&eid to compose the disorders in Khorassaun ; 
but, when that chieftain reached the borders of the pixwince, he was 
met by Ameir Bekthbwitli a message from Shahziidah Beyssour, an- 
nouncing that having without the slightest provocation, formed a de- 
sign against the life of the Shahzadab, Yessawul had been unavoidably 
destroyed, in his attempt to carry it into execution. Contrary to alt 
reasonable expectation,. Kvitlugh proceeded to treat the ^eat of the 



usurper with distinguished kindness, and finally dismissedhim with the 
declaration, that the Ameirs of Khorassaun were henceforward bound 
toyield obedience to the authority of ShahzadahBeyssour ; from whom 
a paper was shortly afterwards received, in which he professed to ac- 
knowledge the supremacy of AbbSkeid, and with which, in thesimpli- 
city natural to the Moghuls, KbtlAgh returned satisfied to Sikltauniah. 
lie died some time after this, on his way to Kkrabaugh, whither he 
w’as proceeding by order of his sovereign. 

The successful termination of his conference with Eyss Kfitlfigh 
completely established Ameir Bcktfib in the favor of Shahzkdah Beys- 
sour, who furnished him with the last proof of his confidence, by plac- 
ing him, with one thousand of his bravest followers well equipped and 
armed, in charge of Baudgheiss ; the Shahzadah withdrawing in his 
own person into Gurriimseyr, whither he had already dispatched his 
family, in order to provide against the contingencies of adverse fortune. 
When he had reached his destination, and had enjoyed a short in- 
terval of repose, he there finally determined on hostilities against the 
authority of Abu Saeid ; and with that determination he now entered 
Scicstaun, the lieutenant of which, Nausser-ud-dcin, he had by letter 
J)rc^iously invited to submit to his power. Terrified at his approach, 
Nausser-ud-dein at first prepared to transmit to him a moiety of the 
revenue ofhis province, hy way of Peishkesli, in acknowledgement of 
suI)iuission ; but discovering, in tire interim, tliat Teymur, the cliief 
of the \ ikoudriuns, had resolvc<l toop))ose the pretensions of the Tche- 
chat.iyan, and that Gheyauth-ud-deiii prince of Herat, had also dis- 
dained to listen to atjy proposals from him, the governor of Seiestann, 
on further reflection, proceeded to put the agents of the Shahz&dah to 
death, and at the same time conveyed to him a message of defiance. In 
consequence of this, Beyssour proceeded on his part to over-run and 
plunder the frontiers of the province, putting great numbers ofthe in- 
habitants to the sword without mercy. Turning then upon theNi- 
koudrians, he defeated and killed their chief, the Teymhr just menti. 
oned ; aiter which his attention became exclusively directed towards 
the accomplishment ofhis more important enterprize, the subjugation 
of Khorassaun - 
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It. 11. 718. Very punctunlly^ infortned of the design^ the prince of Her&t dis» 
A. D. 1318. patched to apprize some of the Ameirs of Ab& S&eid*s troops, then 
Uabeib-us- gtatioiied at Raudegan, of what was in agitation. To this however 
they paid no attention ; ascribing the message to a disposition on the 
part of the Thzeik,or Persian, as they chose to denominateGheyauth- 
ud-dein in contempt, to produce among them an alarm, of which they 
disdained to be thought capable. They could not be persuaded that 
the Tcheghatayan would ever presume to oppose the power of their 
master ; neither did they conceive it probable, were he ever so w’cll dis- 
posed to make the attempt, that he would with the force w'hich lie 
could command, dare to set his face tovvards Khorassaun, with any 
hostile design. Having nevertheless, assembled the whole of his fol- 
lowers, and confiding the place which he had chosen for the residence 
ofhis family, to the protection of his son Jouky, or Tchougui, Beyssonr 
proceedkl, in the middle of the latter Jiimmaudy of the seven hundred 
and eighteenth of thellidjerah,* on his w’ay into Khorassaun. On his 
arrival at Tchesht, hewas joinedby AmcirBektul), and theothcr chiefs, 
W’hom-hc had leftat Baudgheiss, and he now resolved to push without 
delay for Mazanderaun ; but not before he had made one other attempt 
to persuade Melek G heyauth* ud-dei n of Herat, to submi t to his au thoriy ; 
which was finally rejielled with disdain. 

Thus totally disappointed in his views on IlerSt, Beyssour, in the 
month ofRudjubj'l' hastened w'ith his utmost expedition towards Raude- 
gan ; where he completely succeeded in surprising the generals of Abu 
S&eid, in their dream of security, and in making himself master of all 
their equipments, together with a vast multitude of sheep, and cattle 
of every description. Ameir Bektub then advanced on the one hand 
toDamaghaun, while the Shahzkdah proceeded, w'ithout sufiering his 
attention to be diverted to any other object, until he found himself in 
the heart of Mazanderaun. He there committed deplorable devasta- 
tion, making captives of nearly ten thousand of the .Scyuds, and most 
distinguished inhabitants of the province. 

His career was, however, now drawing to its conclusion. When he 
bad continued his violent proceedings in Mazanderaun for some months, 
it was at last announced to him, that the troops of AbA Sieid were 
* August, 1318. t September. 
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advancing in great force to expel him, under Ameir Hdsseyne Gure« A. H. TidriSt 
kan, sometimes denominated Ameir Hdsseyne Bdzdrg, the son of A. D. 1318- 19» 
Aukbouka JellAeir. Beyssour immediately withdrew from the pro- H^beib-us- 
vince, although it was in the middle of winter,* making the best of 
his way to Neyshapur. Into that city he sent a thousand of his sol- 
diers, in order to raise a heavy contribution on the inhabitants ;'but 
when these agents of violence had exhausted every expedient of com- 
pulsion to extort their property from the citizens, and before they had 
yet been able to secure the fruits of their iniquitous proceedings, the 
report which they received, that Ameir Husseyne was suddenly ap- 
proaching in eager pursuit, compelled them, not only to abandon their 
prey, but their very helmets and turbans, and to shift for themselves by 
a precipitate flight. Beyssour next appeared in the neighborhood of 
^lush-hed, and the mausoleum of Ally Huzza ; and there receiving in- 
telligence that Gheyaiith-ud-dein Guerret, the prince of Herat, had 
taken ail vantage of his absence, to employ a detachment of Gliourians 
in the plunder of Baudgheiss, by which Ameir Bektub and his follow- 
ers were stripped of the whole of their j)roperty, the circumstance af- 
fected him with equal rage and distraction of mind. Hence, when 
Seyud Buddur-ud-dein, the chief, with the other Seyuds, residents of 
Mush-hed attended to visit him, with such presents as on the spur of 
the occasion they had been able to provide, the Tcheghatayan, after 
compelling them to stand in his presence, for the w'hole of the interval 
betw eon the hours of meridian and afternoou prayer, sullenly refused 
to reply to their salutation, or to notice them in any shape. The gentle 
Sliahzdidah, as he is here called in irony, then sternly told them that 
his soldiers must be supplied with provisions and foragc,and liis kitch- 
ens with good mutton for the talile. Buddur-ud-dein assured him 
that his W'islies would be cheerfully complied with ; and requested that 
some of his followers might be pornutted to accompany them into the 
town, in order to collect all that w.ts required for the supply of both 
himself and his army. A detachment of three hundred men proceeded 
accordingly, in company with the Seyuds, to take charge of this supply, 
which was determined utfixe Iniiidred sheep, threehundred ass-loads of 
flowet, and five luiudred of barley ; together with such other articles 

* A. D. 131». 
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the tcoops might.be raoTe immediateliy; in want of.' ' Badduf-nd-dciw' 
conducted the detachment into the .city, and having lodged them ee- 
curcly enough in a . particular quarter, that very night caused the 
whole of them to be put to. death, together with many others-of the' 
Deyssouiians who had, for a variety of purposes, at the same time en- 
tered the place. With the horses and aruis of those whom he had tlAis 
destroyed, Budd\ir-ud-dein then made up a very suitable present, with 
which, on his arrival in the neighborhood, he hastened to an interview 
with Ameir H6sseyne Gurekan ; by whom he was received with dis- 
tinguished kindness. 

On theother hand, passing to theneighborhood of Jaum,Boyssour sent 
todcmand the atteudanceofShahauh-ud-dtinlssmai iliwhoprrsided in 
that town, in order to extort a supply of some kind or other for his 
followers, and received a very peremptory refusal ; the chief taking 
post in a Koushek, Kiosk, or country house in the vicinity, and re- 
pelling with his arrows the approach of those who came to repeat 
the messages of the Tcheghatayan. In the mean time, the exhausted 
state of his cattle had compelled Ameir Hiisseyne to suspend his pur- 
suit for some days, in the luxuriant pasturage afforded among the riK a- 
dowsofllaudegan ; a delay, of which Ileyssourand Bektub availed thorn- 
selves to ravage the territory of Herat ; which city they at last pro- 
ceeded to invest in form, expecting that they should yet succeed in 
terrifyingGheyauth-ud-dein Guerret, intoarestoration ofthe property 
plundered at Baudgheiss. Every device to obtain that object, whe- 
ther by negociation or hostility, proving however fruitless ; and the 
reports of Ameir Hflsseyne’s approach becoming every hour more 
frequent and flarming, the Shahzadah saw no other alternative than 
that of retiring once more into Gnirumseyr, probably the country so 
called between Kermaun and the sea coast. Ameir Hussey ne ap- 
peared before Herat, towards the close of the year seven hundred and 
nineteen, and having by every mark of favor and regard, evinced his 
approbation ofthe conduct of Gheyauth-ud-dein, proceeded without 
delay, in conjunction with that chief, in pursuit ofthe Beyssourians ; 
of whom having cut off a considerable number, he returned for the* 
present, without prosecuting his advantage, to Her&t. 



fn the course of the following year, KepeikIChaun thesonof Dowa A. H. 7*o. 
Ithaun, monarch of Transoxiana, having received intelligence of the A. D. laao. 
ungrateful contest in wiiich Beyssour was engaged with his benefac- as- 

tors, determined to'gratify the impulse of domestic revenge by imme- **^^'^* 
d?titely co-operating to hi j destruction. For this purpose hedispatch- 
e(i the Shahzadahs Eiltchigadai, Rdstilm, and Monguly Khaujah, at 
the head often thousand horse, across theAmdyah; with instruction's 
not to return until they liad effectually terminated the career of Beys- 
sour, and his associate exile Ameir Bektub. He employed, at the 
same time, an agent with Ameir Ilusseyne, to urge the expediency, on 
his part, of sending a proportion ofthearmy ofKhorassauii, to support 
the Tcheghatayah troops in the extermination of the rebels. A body 
oftwenty thousand men wasaccordingly equipped by AmeirHAsscyne, 
and directed to follow in the stops of the Tcheghatayans. But, when 
this force had proceeded to the station of Kherseng, they learnt that 
Shahzadah Beyssour had already fallen into the hands of his pursuers. 

On arriving within about ten, or perhaps, tw'o farsangs of the resi- 
dence of Beyssour, it appears that some emissaries were sent by those 
in pursuit of him, to tamper with the fidelity of his principal officers ; 
who finally succeeded, by very liberal promises, in engaging them to 
abandon their chief in the hour of battle, and to join his adversaries. 

The Slifihzadah on his part, as soon as hc'discovcred that the Tchegh- 
atayan troops were in his neighborhood, with an unsuspecting con- 
fidence in the attachmentof his followers, resolutely prepared to co.mbat 
them sword in hand. But, his officers suddenly quitting him the mo- 
ment they had been arranged in their posts for the battle, and going 
over to the enemy, the Tcheghatayan chiefs immediately rushed on- 
wards to assail the Shahzudah. Coming however first upon Ameir 
Bektfib, and striking off his head, Beyssour had an opportunity of per- 
ceiving his danger, and immediately hetookhimself to flight. Eiltchi- 
gadai, with one thousand horee, was dispatched in pursuit of him, 
attacked, and killed him. The Tchegatayans then seized his children 
and women, and returned with a very considerable booty to theeasU 
ward of the Ox us ; and the disturbances thus for the present appeased, 
the people of Khorassaun were permitted to enjoy a short interval of 
comparative repose, ^ 



A. H. 720. At the period when he detached' Ameir It Asseyne to oppose and 
A. D. M20. quell the usurpation of Shahz&dah Beyssour, AbA S&eid, to whom U 
HabeilHis- becomes now necessary to return, was residing at Karabaugh, in the 
peninsula of the Kftrr and Araxes ; and not long after the departure of 
that chief, he proceeded in person in the same direction, to support-' 
him in case of need, in his operations for the re-establishment of his 
authority in Khorassaun. He had, however, prosecuted his march no 
further than Beylekan, when he was compelled to suspend this object* 
by intelligence which reached him that the Khaun of the Ouzbcks* 
or of the Keptchauk Tartars, though this is the first instance in which 
we find them so designated, had issued from the plains on the Volga, 
and entered Georgia ; where he had defeated and cut to pieces, tlxe of- 
ficers charged with the defence of that quarter. The fugitives who 
had escaped, overtook the Sfiltan at this crisis ; and he conceived it 
expedient to return without dela}', with the troops about his person, 
whichdid not exceed two thousand horse, to make head against the in- 
vader ; and disposing of these, on the right bank of theKii-rr, in a strait, and 
perhaps extended line, from point to point, in order to conceal ’the dis- 
parity of numbers from the enemy, he encamped to watch their mo- 
tions. The Ouzbeks on the opposite side of theriver, employed them- 
selves, in the mean time, in overrunning every district of the adjoining 
territory, and in driving off tlie inhabitants into captivity. But Ameir 
Tchobaun arriving shortly afterwards, also from Beylekan, with a re- 
inforcement of two tomaiins to join his master, they conceived it pru- 
dent to withdraw ; while Tchobaun immediately crossed the Ki^rr, and 
pursued them with great slaughter, as far as it w'as thought-convenient. 
After which he returned, with a considerable number of prisoners, to 
rejoin the camp of his sovereign ; who conceived it no more than just 
to acknowledge the important service performed on this occasion, by 
loading his general with additional honors and rewards. 

Ameir Tchobaufi proceeding, however, to demand that certain of 
the chiefs, whom he had rescued from captivity during iiis successful 
pursuit of the Ouzbeks, should be brought to an account for their con- 
duct in Geoi^ia, on the recent irruption ; and tlie son of Alynauk with 
some of his associateNuyans, having suffered the discipline of tlic club, 
vhite others were degraded from rank for tlieir behaviour, the circum* 
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stance became the source of the most dangerous discontent against that 
-distinguished commander; and it was determined to seize the earliest 
opportunity of revenge. 

AbiiSkeid, not long afterwards, returned toSCtltauniah ; while Tcho- 
baun marched again into Georgia, directing his course towards a 
station here called Koukteheh Tengueiz, and leavingpart of his equip- 
ments, possibly his family, in charge of his son Hussun. His enemies 
conceiving this to be the opportunity for which they had been for some 
time on the watch, hastened, like wolves in quest of theirprey, in search 
of Tchobaun. The latter was timely apprized of the design ; but un- 
able to give entire credit to his information, he employed two of his 
followers to ascertain the truth ; and these two persons falling into the 
hands of the malcontents, were immediately put to death.* In the 
mean time, to prepare for the worst, Tchobaun secretly abandoned 
the cantonments, in which he had been previously stationed, and re- 
moved to join his son ; while the adverse Arneirs coming at midnight, 
in the expectation of surprising his quarters, and finding their victim 
ilovvn, w'ere compelled to console themselves with plundering the 
station; after which they proceeded further in quest of Tchobaun. 
Thatchief no longerdeclined tomeetthem ; but, after opposing them for 
some time with very unequal numbers, and with his usual gallantry and 
resolution, he found himself, at last, constrained tofly. He succeeded 
however, with some difficulty in conveying himself, in company with 
his son Hussun, to Tebreiz ; where he experienced all the consolations 
of friendship and gratitude from Ally Shah the Vezzeir, w'ho accom- 
panied him soon afterwards, on his way to the presence of Abu Sieid. 

A mandate from the Sfiltan, purporting to authorize the death of 
Amcir Tchobaun, having, in the mean time, been fabricated, and ex- 
hibited to the people as they advanced, by the factious Arneirs, the cir- 
cumstance w'hen it became known to him, did not fail to produce 
someslarmingsuspicionsinthatgeneral; and he was, accord ingly,prose- 
cutinghisjourney to Sultauniah under considerable hesitation and dis-' 
quictudeofmind. But the Vezzeir Ally Shah, hasteningto court belbre 
him, and ascertaining that his favor with Abu Saeid was rather incrcaS’' 
ing, than on the decline, the mini'^ter dispatched without delay lore- 
move his apprehensions, and quicken his approach to the metropolis. 
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Tchobaunwas thus encouraged to enter the presenceof his master with 
uikraffled confidence ; and he proceeded to communicate without re- 
serre, all that he had seen and heard with respect to the insurgents. 

On the other hand, Ameir Eirentchein, or perhaps Terentchein, who 
was father to one of the Sfiltan’s wives, at the head of the Ameirs of 
the adverse party, having drawn together a very superior force from 
various quarters of Azerbiijaun, had now crossed the SefTeid-rfid, or 
white river ; and there taking post, prepared for battle. The Sfiltan, 
with Ameir Tchobaun, also advanced from Sfiltauniah in the same di- 
rection ; equally disposed to vindicate the authority of his.government, 
and to protect the person of his general. In the mean time, repeated 
messages were conveyed by his daughter, to alarm the mind of Eiren- 
tchein against the probable consequences of his rebellious conduct; and 
to urge him to come to an accommodation, in the hope of being restored 
to the favor of her imperial consort. Eirentchein dispatched a mes- 
sage to inform bis daughter in reply, that if her representations were to 
beat all relied on, and the Sultan were serious in his amicable profes- 
sions, it was expected that on the following day he would cause a 
whitestandard to be displayed, in that part of the field where he fought 
in person. And this was agreed to without a demur on the part of Abu 
S&eid. 

But, the next day, when this standard was displayed according 
to promise, a persuasion ran through the ranks of the insurgents, that 
the troops of the Sultan were either averse to, or dreaded a conflict 
with them ; and derivingadditional confidence from such a belief, they 
liastened to commence the action, with all the arrogance to which it had 
given birth. The resolution with which their adversaries advanced 
to repel the attack, might however have tended in some measure to 
dissipate theillusion; but, tlte Sfihan havingdirected the head of Ameir 
Sheikh Ally, the son of Eirentchein, to be struck off, and affixed to 
the point of a spenr, proclaiming, at the same time, that such would 
be the fate of every rebel to the cause of his sovereign, the indignation 
of the father was so inflamed by the spectacle, that rushing iutathe 
battle with impetuons fury, and accompanied by his wife the princess- 
Kfinjeshk, he produced such extraordinary havoc among the Abfb 
S4ei<}ians, as threatened to terminate in the most fatal rcsulx» At thb* 
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’crisis, the young S&ltan now in his seventeenth year engaged in the 
conflict ; and exhibited such conspicuous proofs of gallantry and ad« 
dress, that his principal commanders, animated by his example, and 
casting away the reins of ajnore cautious circumspection, precipitated 
themselves individually, and at once, on the front of the enemy. A 
strong wind arising at the same time, and carrying the dust in heavy 
clouds directly into the faces of the insurgents, furnished an advantage 
which left the victory no longer doubtful. Many of the rebel chiefs 
met their fate in the field of battle ; others, among whom was the ge> 
neral Eirentchein, fell alive into the hands of the imperial party ; and 
being conveyed to S&ltaiiniah, were there suspended to gibbets, and 
fires being kindled beneath them, they were lu that manner tortured 
to death. ^ 

The singular valour displayed by the youthful monarch on this occa- 
sion, gave him an undoubted claim to the appellation of liahauder , — 
heroic ; which was now bestowed upon him by the voice of .the army ; 
and the imperial secretaries received instructions to add this to his other 
titles. The letters which were circulated to announce the victory ac- 
cordingly opened with the following preamble — Ul-SAltan^ul-auddet- 

Abu Sueid Bahauder Khaun — Sultan Abu Saeid, the just, the heroic 

• • 

lord . 

In th^seven hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah, Ameir Tcho- 
baun solicited, and obtained in marriage the hand of the princess Sauty, 
or Saukv Beg, the daughter of Ouljsiitfl, and sister of his sovereign ; 
which appears to have placed him on the very pinnacleof hi^glory,and 
bevond which indeed, as a subject, it was iinfxissilile to ascend further. 
In the course of the year following occurred the death of Ameir PIiis- 
sevne, the son of Aukbouka of the tribe of Jellaeir, at this period go- 
vernor of Khorassaiin ; and occasionally denominated by historians- 
Sheikh llusseyne Eyltkhauny, and Sheikh llusseyne Buzurg, whose 
children were destined for a short time to fill the throne of the Persian 
monarchy. During the same year, tbeseven hundred and twenty' second 
ofthe Hidjerah,* AmeirTebobaunexperienced the mortification to learn 
that his son Tvyrofir Taush, who held the government of llume, or 
that part of Anatolia subject to the Persian empire, had been misled: 
by the suggestions of some gross and ignorant flatterers,, to usurp thes 
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A* If. 7^-24. of royahy ; andv pretending to the character of the Mehed^* 

A. D. i82d-24. egqjected by the faithful at the latter age of the world, had entered 
^ alliajice with the princes of Syria and Egypt, with a view to 

secure their support in the plans which he was forming, for the subju- 
gation of Azerbaijaun, and the two great provinces* of Arabian and 
I^ersian Irak, The old chief was however, no sooner apprized of the 
dangerous and disloyal designs of his son, than he disclosed to the 
Sultan so much of the intelligence that had reached him, as he thought 
necessary, and directed his march with a body of troops for the Ana- 
tolian frontier. But the approach of his father being announced to 
Teymur Taush, he suddenly abandoned his ambitious views, and has- 
tened without delay to castliiinself upon his mercy. Tebobaun, after 
puUing the misciiievoiis advisers of rebellion to the sword, returned 
into Azerbaijaun, and there delivered his disloyal son, bound, into the 
hands of his sovereign. Eroia a regard to the unshaken attacliment 
of the father, Abu Sacid bestowed his pardon upon the rebel.^ and im- 
mediately employed him, moreover, to command in Ivermauii. 

Of the seven hundred and twenty third of the llidjerah, tho greater 
part appears to have been consumed in the prosecution of some very 
odious and vexatious claims laidby Ameir Tchol>aun, to various lands 
and other hereditaments ift Irak Ajeih ; having been persuaded, by 
persons otherwise interested in the question, to consider hiipself tlie 
only legitimatesurv'iving heir of Naiiz Khautiln, princess of Kiirdis- 
taun, represented to have been married to his father, Melek BahaudcT 
the son of Toudan Nuyan. Without, however, harassing the reader 
with the cietail, it will be sufficient to note, that these claims were 
founded on a variety of Kabaulah, title deeds, or charters, either gen- 
uine or fictitious, placed in the hands of Tchoj>aua, by individuals who 
had objects in contemplation,»to the attainment of which he was thus 
to be made instrumental. By the intemperate and ilijudged avidity 
with which he was led to engage in these views, and by the apprehen- 
sions excited to a great extent, by this litigation of property on the 
representation of every insidious informer, Tchohaun rendered himself 
at last the object of universal ilUwiii, if not of execratio|i. With an at- 
tention to the tranquillity oi' the subject, which reflects honor on his 
Armory, Ally Shah the Vezzeir interfered to remonstrate with Tclio- 
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%aun) on the rapacious propensity which seemed to have taken posses- 
sion of him ; and having consigned to his agents, on the part of the 
Sultan, certain districts in Anatolia, in exchange for what he conceived 
himself entitled to, as the heir of Nauz Kliauttin, tog&ther witli twenty 
thousand dinaurs from his own private purse, he finally prevailed upon 
him toforego these vexatious proceedings, andto imprecate upon him> 
self the most serious curse, if ever he attempted to revive thenn 

The respectable Tauje-ud-dein Ally Shah did not long survive this 
popular and benevolen^ exertion of his influence. He was attacked 
by a complaint which equally baffled the skill of medicine, and the 
solicitude of his sovereign for his recovery ; and he expired at Oujaun, 
in the seven hundred and twenty fourth of the Midjerah, not less re- 
gretted by that sovereign, than lamented by his fellow subjects. , His 
remains were conveyed to Tebreiz, and deposited in the contiguity of 
a mosque which had been erected by himself in that city. Of all the 
ministers of the race of llulaukfi, he is recorded as the only one, who 
escaped a violent death ; as a statesman of consummate talents, and 
extensive resources of mind, his fame could not have been soon for- 
gotten ; and be left in different parts of Azerb&ijaun and Iriik, notwih- 
atandingthc prediction of his coadjutor recently adverted to, endow- 
hicnts of charity, and structures devoted to thg purposes of religion, 
of a sufficient magnitude long to preserve his memory from oblivion. 
Abfi Saeid was very bonoral)!y disposed, through a sense of gratitude, 
to place the Vizzaurutin the hands of one of the surviving sons of the 
deceased minister ; but the two brothers quarrelling, apd mutually 
cbargingeach other with corrupt and fraudulent practices, in the course 
of their employment under their father’s ministry, the whole of the pfq- 
pertv accumulated by him, during a life of zealous service to the state, 
was fifially confiscated; and instead of succeeding to the highest dig- 
nities in tlic empire, the wretched brothers were both condemned to- 
exist iuohscurity and indigence. 

The vacant appointment was, upon this, conferred by the Siilfan, 
upon Ilokken-ud-deiii Saein, the son of Zetki-ul-nihik Mahommed ; 
the latter of whom had held the office of Kauzy to the armies, either 
of Shltan Mahommed the Ivhaurezmian himself, or of some other of 
the last of that family. Ever since he had attained to years of disc#e-- 

4^ p 4 


A. H. 724. 
A. D. 1324. 

Habeib-as- 
sejT. - 



660 


A. H. 724-25. tltn« Rokken-ud-dein had served among the retainers atta^ed to%h<l 
A. D. i«2-^eo. peKon of Ameir Tchobaun* who had promoted and encouraged his 
Habeib^u*- early merit ; and through whose influence he found himself new raised 
**^* to the first civil dignity of the state. 

One of the daughters of Ameir Tchobaun, whose name was Bagh> 
dUd Khautfln, is described to have been a woman of exquisite beauty 
and attractions ; whose cheek surpassed the damask rose in bloom 
and freshness, and the brilliance of whose charming features eclipsed 
the lustre of the moon and stars. This-maste^iece of nature’s work- 
manship had been married, in the seven hundred and twenty third of 
the Hidjerah, to Ameir Sheikh Hussun, the son of Ameir Hdsscyue 
Gi^rekan, recently noticed ; but, some time in the seven hundred and 
twenty fifth of the Hidjerah, it unfortunately happened that the young 
Sdltan, then in his twentieth year, should have seen and become most vio- 
lently enamoured of this bewitching female, to such a degree, asitissaid, 
astohavebeenequallysubdued in reason andin patience. Itisherestatcd 
to have been an article in the code of Jenguciz, that when the sover- 
eign evinced a predilection for the wife of any one of his good sub- 
jects, whatever his rank or dignity in the state, tiic husband was ex- 
pected immediately to divorce and send her to the imperial haram ; 
and Abfl Saeid, 'in ope of the paroxysms of the delirium to which 
he was a prey, was induced to communicate, by a confidential person 
to Ameir Tchobaun, some hints of his attachment for his daugliter, 
and of his expectation that itshould be gratified without delay. The 
reply which this haughty and powerful chieftain transmitted on the 
occasion, was, however, dictated by a jealousy of his honor, and 
a sentiment of indignation, but little consonant with the views of the 
Sultan ; although the latter found it expedient for the present not to 
disclose his disappointment, whatever unfavorable .impressionk the 
unaccommodating demeanor of Tchobaun had left upon his mind. 

These untoward circumstances appear to have occurred at Oujaun 
aboOt the close of the summer of seven hundred and twenty five; and 
as the winter drew’ near, Ameir Tchobaun, conceiving that by a separ- 
ation from its object, the Sultan might be Able in some degree to ex- 
tinguish bis unwarrantable passion, availed himself of the-opporUinif/ 
to semove hk daughter and son in law, to Kbrabaugh, in the peninsu- 
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la of the KArr and Oras ; while Abfl Saeid, with whatever reluctance* 
proceeded to pass the winter at Baghdad. But instead of diminishing, 
this constrained separation contributed to augment and confirm beyond 
controul, the delirium by which his faculties were by this time com- 
pletely subdued. 

At a conjuncture thus critical, S<tein the Vezzcir, who had received 
on his advancement, or soon afterwards, the title of Nussret-ud-dein, 
found means to discover the change which had taken place in the Sul- 
tan's disposition towards Tchobaun ; and he availed himself without 
remorse of the occasion to detail to his- master, in terms wliich were 
calculated to soothe hisdisappointedfeelings, every circumstance that 
was offensive, in the conduct of his early benefactor, and of hisdepen- 
dents and relatives. And he finished the delineation by bringing to 
the Sultan’s recollection, that every dirhem of the revenues of the em- 
pire was entirely at the discretion of this o\er grown subject; through 
whose exorbitant usurpation of authority, neither minister, nor Ameir, 
nor noble of any class, possessed any longer the slightest influence in 
the state. These malevolent suggestions on the part of his Vezzeir, 
.did not fail to sink deep into the mind of the young monarch ; and in 
addition to the distaste already occasioned on the subject of Baghdad 
Khautun,comj)Ictely filled the measure of his aversion to Aineir Tcho- 
bann. 

Perceiving that Abu Saeid had, for several days, declined giving au- 
dii'iice to his people. Tchobaun, in private veulured to express his 
surprise that any thing should be sufficient to produce in the breast of 
a monarch* whose power extended to the greater part of the habitable 
world, suchseriousdisquietude, as that which appeared to have taken 
possession of him. The' Sultan told him in reply, that having lodged 
ill his hands the entire authqrity of his government, he expected, as 
the least return, that his conduct would be so regulated as to secure 
the repose of his master, from every species of interruption ; yet, in 
truth, that the time was long since gone by, in which he had been 
allow'cd to pass his days as he could wish : and he finally expressed 
himself, in some respect dissatisfied with the conduct of his son Da- 
mashk Khaujah, who at this period superintended the Sultan’s house- 
hold. Tehobaun quitted the pavilion of his master under considerable 
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perturbation of mind ; and immediately sending for Damasbk, after 
describing what had just passed between them, proceeded to urge in 
strong terms, the necessityofhis discharging the duties of his employ* 
ment, with such unremitting zeal and attention, that the merit of his. 
services with the Sultan might operate on an emergent occasion, toalle- 
viate the senseof a father’s errors ; but to beware that no intemperate, or 
illregulated proceedings on his part should bring a father’s life into jeo« 
pardy. Damashk protested, in reply; that every faculty of his mind 
had been uniformly devoted to obe}^ and even, to anticipate, the very 
slightest intimation of the Shltan’s pleasure r an object to which he 
had long since sacrificed every gratification of hisown. Nevertheless^ 
he could not forbear to acknowledge that he had for some time per> 
ceived a very obvious change in the behaviour of thdir sovereign ; and 
that he could ascribe it to no other cause than tlie malignity of Saeia 
the Vezzeir. 

Having made this discovery, Ameir Tchobaim conceived’ the expe- 
dient of withdrawing himself for sometime, from the Sfiltan’s presence; 
and, in order to secure a convenient opportunity of destroying him, 
contrived that the Tezzeir should accompany him. Accordingly at , 
the return of spring, on the pretext that his appearance was immedi- 
ately necessary for the preservation of tramiuillity in Khofassaun, he 
proceeded to that quarter, attended by the Vezzeir, and many other 
distinguished persons, whom he chose to select on the occasion ; Dam- 
ashk Khaujah being left, as befcre, in thcsupcrintendance oftheSul- 
tan’s household. Tl»e young monarch quitted Baghdad,. aJmut tiie- 
same period, on his way to Sflltauniah., 

Tchobaun received,in fact, intelligenceon his arrival in Khorassaunv, 
thatTermasherin Khaun, the six teen thof the Tcheghatayan monarebs, 
was encamped in the territory of Kabul,^with the manifest design of 
invading bis province. Tchobaun. immediately dispatched his son; 
Ilussun, who will hereaftet be better known to the reader, under the 
appellation of Sheikh Ilussun Kotchuk (the lesser), with a division of 
the army under, his orders, to oppose the execution of this design., 
apprized of the movement,. Termasl^erin on his. part,, advanced a nuf 
merous body of his troops, to give battle to the son of Tchobaun;: 
and a very obstinate conflict shortly afterwards ensued in the neigh«^ 
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borhoodofGheznein, in whiclith*eTcheghatayans were final! j' defeated; A. H. 728. 
Ameir Ilussun, when he had secured his victor^'-, hastening to Ghez- P- ta-36, 
nein, which heimmediately consigned to pillage andshiughter. Among ***|'J^^['**' 
the excesses committed by the soldiery on this occasion, not the least 
offensive was their violation of the mausoleum of Sultan Mahmijd ; 
where they destroyed the librar}^ barbarously trampling under foot 
the venerated pages of the Koran, and the other precious manuscripts^- 
Ilaving thus signalized his vengeance, Hussun rejoined his father in 
I^'orassaun, some time before the conclusion of the year seven hun- 
dred and twenty six. 

In the meantime, notwithstandinghis father’s prudent admonitions, 

Dumashk Khaujah proceeded to exhibit, in the exercise of his func- 
tionstabout the person oftheSultan, such an immoderate love of power* 
and so totallynsnrped the authority of government, thatthere remained 
at last to his sovereign nothing but the name. This odious usurpa- 
tion, the young Sultan found so far to surpass his forbearance, that it 
is not surprising ho should have made it in private the subject^of com- 
plaint to those more intimately in his confidence. One of these, re- 
joicing in the opportunity of giving expression to the feelings of pri- 
vate malignity, directly disclosed to the prince, that an unwarrantable 
intercourse had for some time subsisted, between this imperious mayor 
of the palace, and one of the widows of the late Ouljaitn. AbuSaeid 
desired, upon this, that when the lover should next venture to visit 
Jiis mistress, whose abode was within the castle of Siiltauniah, the 
circumstance should be immediately made known to him. Of this 
an opportunity was not long wanting. Impelled by the violence of 
an over-ruling passion, Dainashk Khaujah was discovered to have en- 
tered the forbidden precincts; and Abik Saeid, punctually informed of, 
the sacrilegious intrusion, gave orders that he should be instantly put 
to death. Such, however, was the habitual awe of his power with 
which all were impressed, that not one man was found bold enough to 
carry the orders into execution. It happened just at this crisis, that the 
heads of several KArds, who had been executed for outrages on th^* high 
roads, should be brought to the presence of the SAltan ; and it very 
seasr^iably occurred to him, tliat these should be proclaimed as the 
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A. If. 727. beads of Ameir Tchobaun and his followers, put to death by oq| oftbo 

A. D. lar?. imperial generals, in Khorassaun. 

i^iabeib-n** fjig device had all the effect which it was intended to produce j 
for Damashk was no sooner apprized of the appalling report, than his 
presence of mind forsook him. He immediately quitted the castle ; 
and, accompanied by no more than ten persons, abandoned himself to 
his fears, of which be neither knew the cause nor the object. Two of 
the Sultan’s doihestics, Messer Khaujah and AgaLAld, were employed 
^ to pursue, and soon afterwards overtook the fugitive, although hew'as 
mounted on the fleetest horse in the stables of the race of HulaukS ; 
for his pursuers no sooner drew near, than, in spite of the efforts of his 
rider to spur him on, the animal stood stock still, and immoveable as 
the horse, or knight, on a chess board ; and to complete his misfortune, 
when, on finding that be must combat for existence, he endeavored to 
draw his sword, the blade'by a similar fatality was not to be disengaged 
from the scabbard. Thus deprived both of the means of self defence, 
and further fliglit, he was overtaken by Messer Khaujah ; who was 
about to dispatch him without further ceremony, when his companion 
called out to him to forbear, since Damashk was not of a consideration 
sojiumble, as to be destroyed without the express and final commands 
of their sovereign. Messer hastened accordingly to the presence of 
the Sfiltan ; from whom he received a signet to be conveyed to Aga 
Luhi, as his warrant for execution, and the existence of the devoted 
captive was terminated without further demur. This event is stated 
to have occurred on the sixth of Shavaul of the seven hundred and 
twenty seventh of the Hidjerah.* The vast property of the unfortu- 
nate chief was given up to be pillaged by the multitude ; and many an 
individual, the most wretched mendicant in the streets ofSultauuiah 
in the morning, found himself by the evening of the same day, in a state 
of comparative opulence from his sliare in the treasures accumulated 
by the son of Tchobaun. 

Having vindicated his supremacy by this severe qxertion of bis power> 
Abti Sieid proceeded to dispatch instructions to the generals in Khor- 
assaun, charging them to employ their utmost zeal and diligence, to 
the extirpation’ of Tchobaun and his adherents in that quarter;, and 

* Aug'ist 23d,^ A. D. 1327<. 
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tiandate^ lo a similar effect were expedited at the same time to every 
other province of the empire, in order that not a vestige of this once 
favorite and powerful family, might be suffered to remain on earth. 
The Sflltan, shortly afterwards, repaired in person to Kazvein, where 
he had directed his troops to assemble with all possible expedition. 

The agent employed to convey the Sultan’s instructions into Kho* 
rassaun, found Ameir Tchobaun with the army of the province at 
Baudgheiss ; here said to be a dependency of Herat, as in other places 
we are toldof theTehraunof llcy,and the Meraugliah of Tebreiz. The 
Sultan’s orders were communicated in private to the Ameirs, to whom 
they had been addressed ; but, as it appeared on deliberation that an 
open attempt against the person and authority of Tchobaun, was at 
present impracticabde, the}’ j)rocecded immediately together to the pa- 
vilion of that chief, and apprized him, without reserve, of all that they 
had been required to execute ; totally disclaiming, at the same time, 
all eonenrrence in the death of his son. When the conference broke 
lip. at which he had received this aillicting and alarming disclosure, 
his eldest son Ilussun represented to Tchobaun that it would be equally 
alisnrd and preposterous to calculate hencefonvards on any measOres. 
of conciliation with the Sultan.; and that it was not less dangerous 
than imprudent, to place any reliance on the professions of the Ameirs. 
'I'i’c: plan of procecdin.g wliich ho should therefore propose was, imme- 
diatelv to dispatch thoseof thegenerals whoseattachmeiit to Abu .SaeiJ 
was sulbciently notorious; and to demand the assistance oftheTche- 
chatayan Si'iltans, for tlie final subjugation of, and the establishment 
of tiie authority of the family in, Khorassauii. These objects accom- 
plished, it would not be difficult to contend with the power of Abd 
Siieid, when he should approach the province; and ultimately toavenge 
in the centre of Irak the injuries with which he seemed disposed to 
overwhelm them. 

Too confident in the multitude of his troops, and in the energies of 
his own personal valour, this did not, however, accord with the bolder 
views of Ameir Tchobaun. “ What man in Irak,” exclaimed he with 
his natural arrogance, “is there that dares array himself in armsagainst 
“ me; nay who is there, thateven in thoughtcan endure the idea, much 
“ less form the design of supporting a serious conflict with me Then 

4. Q 


A. H. 727. 
A. D. 1327. 

Habeib<us- 

seyr. 


VOL. II. 



A. H..727. 
A. D. 1327. 

Hab«ib-us- 

•cjrr. 


666 

requiring the attendance of Nussret-ud-dein.S4ein the Vezz^r, whom 
he considered as the fermenting principle of these evils, he directed the 
executioner to dispatch him without delay. The Vezzeir was than- 
derstruck at the suddenness of his condemnation; but perceiving that 
there was little room for expostulation, he contented himself with de- 
siring the executioner to direct his blow so as to sever him exactly 
through the middle. Then fixing his eye stedfastly upon Tchobaun, 
he observed to him — “let this spectacle remove thy confidence in the 
“ stability of worldly power ; by the sword hast thou attained it, and 
“ by the sword shall it be terminated.” 

Amcir Tchobaun now directed his march without further delay for 
Persian IrJik, at the head of seventy thousand horse, which at this pe- 
riod served under his standard ; having first exacted, from the generals 
who accompanied him, a solemn oath to be faithful to his interests. 
This oath, on his arriving at Semnaun, he conceived it however expe- 
dient that they should repeat in the presence of Sheikh ilokkon-iul- 
dein Alla-ud-doulah, wliom he prevailetl, upon, at the same time, to 
repair to the presence of Abu Saeid, for the purpose of mediating an 
accommodation ; stipulating for no other terms than that the individu- 
als concerned in the death of liis son might be delivered into his hands. 
The Sheikh undertook his friendly office with cheerfulness, and he 
proceeded with all convenient dispatch to the camp of the young mon- 
arch ; by whom he was received with all the respect to which the re- 
puted sanctity of his character appears to have entitled him. Ilis 
arguments to promote an accommodation with Tchobaun, proved how- 
ever totally unavailing, both the Sultan and his courtiers continuing 
unshaken in their resolution to proceed to extremities. The Sheikh 
returned therefore tocommunicateto AmeirTchobaunthe unsuccessful 
result of the conference ; neither did he now forbear to caution him, 
at his peril, to draw his sword,' whatever his injuries, against the au- 
thority of his sovereign. 

The pride of Tchobaun had, however, not' yet sustained any con- 
tingency to make him recede in the slightest degree from his purpose; 
and he continued accordingly to advance, until he came to the station 
ot Kouha, or Ibrauhimabad, within one day’s march of the army of the 
Sultan. But here he experienced a fearful presage of what he was to 



667 


expect from the constrained attachment of the Ameirs, in the defection 
ofMahommed Beg Tchitchek, the maternal uncle of Abfi S&eid; who, 
notwithstanding the solemn engagement so recently repeated, went 
over, with other chiefs, and thirty thousand horse, to join the Sultan. 
This appalling circumstance at once opened his eyes to the dangers 
which threatened him, and banished all confidence in the Ameirs who 
yet remained apparently attached to his standard ; and he drew off, 
without further dciry through the desert, on his return towards Kho> 
rassaun. The whole of the subordinate chiefs with their followers 
immediately dispersed in different directions ; and Tchobaun, having 
previously dismissed his consort, Sauty, or Sauky Beg, to avail herself 
of the protection of her imperial brother, continued his retreat with- 
out halting, to the banks of the Murghaub, or river of Alerft ; it being 
at first his intention to retire across the Oxus, to claim the protection 
of the Tclieghatayau monarch. But having reached the Murghaub, 
witlunit any further untoward contingency, he suddenly abandoned 
that design, and resolved to seek an asylum at Herat, with Melek Ghey- 
auth-ud-dein, who is here said to have been brought up under his pat- 
ronage ; and from this he was not to be dissuaded by the most earnest 
expostulations and entreaties, on the part of his wifeDulendy, another 
of the daughters of Ouljaitn, who, in vain, conjured him to recollect 
the many instancesof flagitious perfidy, recorded of the raceofGner- 
ret, particularly in the examples of Dauneshmund Bahauder, and 
Ameir Norouz. But the measure of Tchobaun’s destiny had now 
reached its consummation, and it was not to be averted by any precau- 
tions of human prudence. 

Prot ceding to Herat, in conformity with the resolution thus fatally 
adopted, Ameir Tchobaun experienced on his arrival, from Gheyauth- 
ud-dein, in appearance at least, the strongest proofs of humanity, and 
of his regard lor the claims of hospitality ; and who assigned him a place 
of residence worthy of those professions of attachment, and entire de- 
votion to his interests, which he did not cease to lavish upon him. At 
this very conjuncture, however, a letter from Abu Saoid was delivered 
to the prince of Herat, which conveyed to him a proposal to put Tcho- 
baun to death; for which his w' fe Gurduntchein, together with the 
wealth ofthe AtabekofParss,wouldbe the compensation. Forgetting at 
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A. H. 727-28. once the tics of gratituder-and the sacred rights of hospitality, the 
A. P. 1327. perfidious chief dispatched the executioner to take away the life of his 
Habeib-us- I„ tfig first emotions of surprise and horror, Tchobaun intreated 

an interview with his betrayer ; but that indulgence being peremptorily 
denied him, he prepared himself with becoming resolution to meet his 
fate. He requested, however, that when the stroke of death should 
have been inflicted upon him, bis last wishes might be attended to in 
three points. The first w'as, that his head might not be severed from 
the body ; but that one of his fingers, which was remarkable for having 
two ends, might be taken off, and transmitted in its stead, as a proof 
that his career had been forever closed. The second was, that his son 
Jullao Khaun a child of great beauty and promise, the offspring of the 
princess Dulcndy, another of the sisters of the Sultan recently menti- 
oned, might not be put to death, but sent to his uncle in Iriik. The 
last was, that his body might be conveyed to Medeinah, to be depos- 
ited in the sepulchre which had been there long since erected by iiiin 
for its reception. All this Gheyauth-nd-dein faitiifully engaged to ful- 
fil, when he finally directed the executioner to dispatch him. 

In Mohurriin of the seven hundred and twenty cightli of the Ilid- 
jerah,* therequisite proofofTchobaun’s execution was r<‘reived at tiie 
head quarters of the imperial army. lu the winter of the same year, 
Gheyanth-ud-dein, on his way to claim from Alui .Saeid the reward of 
his perfidy, became apprized that Baghdad Khautun had been placed 
in the royal haram ; and had already established a very powerful influ- 
ence over the mind of her imperial paramour, which she was not very 
likely to exert to the advantage of her father’s murderer. Hence con- 
ceiving some alarm, he unaccountably dispatched one of liis attend- 
ants back again into Khorassaun, with orders to put to death the in- 
nocent Jiilluo Khaun, w^ich were very punctually executed. Ghey- 
nuth-ud-dciu then continued his journey to court, which he found at 
this period at Karabaugh of Arran. In consequence of the recent ex- 
altation of Baghdad Khautfin, his reception was not the most flatter- 
ing to his hopes. He was in fact, placed under some kind of restraint* 
until the bodies of A meir Tchobaun and Jull&o Kbaun, which he had 
been directed to send for to Herat, arrived at Oujaun. The sum of 

* November, A. D. 1327. 
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forty thousand dinaurs wasthOn added by the Sultan, to furnish cano- A. H. 72t;' 
pics, or palls, of suitable magnificence for the coffins of the departed 
chiefandhismurderedson ;andthey were by his orders both committed in 
particular charge to the pilgrims proceeding to Mekkah ; with instruc- **' 
tions to convey them finally to Medeinah for sepulture, in conformity 
with the dying request ofTchobaun. The remains of that chief, and 
his child were accordingly conducted by the Hadjies through the whole 
routine of the pilgrimage, and ultimately consigned to the grave, by 
the side of Imaum Hussuii at Medeinah ; it being considered a vio- 
lation of that respect which was due to the memory of the prophet, to 
open any graves in the sanctuary of his mosque, in, or near which, 

Tchobaun had caused liis mausoleum to be erected. 

Amoir 'I'chobaun is described to have been a man of great intcgril y 
nud firmness of mind ; to have devoted himself with uniform zeal to 
the exercise of the duties of his religion : and to have left, on the roads 
to Syria and Egypt such memorials of his magnifieeut spirit, as to have 
obliterated, in a great degree, the fame of the most splendid and cele- 
brated structures of the ancient Persian cmjiire. lie is lastly said to 
have conducted to tlie sacred city of Mekkah an abundant supply of 
water, which from a desart changed the neighborhood of the place to 
a scene of nourishing cultivation. 

'I'o leave nothing unrecorded of a person who has engrossed so ex- 
tensive a share in the subject of these pages, the author proceeds to de- 
liver, in brief, au account of his nine sous and their descendants. The 
oldest of these was Aineir llussun reeentU' spoken of, who had also 
three sons, Taulesh, Iladjy Peg, and Ghonje Husseyne. Tanlesh had 
en joyed, for some time, under the authority of AbuSaeid, the govern- 
ment of Isfaliaun and Earss ; and at the period of Ameir Tchobaun’s 
disastrous return into Khorassaiin, accompanied his father into the 
province of Mazanderaun; from whence they proceeded togetliar into 
Kliaurczm, to claim the protection of Kfitlugh Teymur, Hie governor 
of the province under the authority of the Khaun of the Ouzbeks. By 
theassistance ofthat ofticcr, they were enabled to prosecute theirjour- 
ney to the court of his sovereign, by whom they were immediately ad- 
vanced to some of the most distinguished employments under his go- 
vernment. Being ultimately dispatched with an army to reduce Tchir- - 
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A. H. 728. kesSyOr Circassia, Ameir Hussun received in the course of the service, 

A. D. 1327. a wound in his shoulder of which be died. His son Taulesh expired 

Habeib-us- |,y ^ natural death, about the same period. Of the two other sons, 
scvr ^ * 

^ ’ Hadjy Beg was poisoned by his cousin german. Sheikh Hussun Kou- 

tcbek ; and Ghouje Hfisseyne perished also by a violent death, through 

the direction of Suliman Khaun of the race of Yeshmowiit the son of 

Hulaukd, as will be seen hereafter. 

The second son of Tchobaun was TevmCkr Taush : the ambitious 
governor of RCime formerly adverted to, as having aspired at indepen- 
dent power. When intelligence reached him of his father's disgrace 
and death, he happened to be at Sivauss, in the same province ; and 
having immediately shut himself up in one of the strong holds of the 
country, he might perhaps conceive that, for some time at least, his 
person would be sufficiently secure from danger; but on a more deli- 
berate view of circumstances, he collected his property, which is re- 
presented as enormous, and sought an asylum with Melek Nausser, 
Sultan of Egypt. Here, by a liberal distril>ution of his wealth, he 
acquired among the higher classes of the natives, such distinguished 
popularity, that his protector, after treating him for some time with 
great kindness and attention, bee. line at l.ist Jealous lest his growing 
influence might endanger his own authority; and heembracetl an early 
opportunity to put him to death. His head was transmitted to .-\hu 
.‘'ueid; by whom it w.is received, while in summer quarters at Oujaun, 
in Shavaul of the seven hundn*d and twenty eighth ol' the Hidjerah.* 
Toymiir Taush left four sons, of whom Ameir Sheikh llu'<sun Kou- 
tchek, and Melek Ashruf, will be sufticicntly distinguished in the suc- 
ceeding pages. 

The fate of the third son, Damashk Khatijah, has been already des- 
cribed. He left four daughters, one of whom, Hilshaud Khautiin, 
celebrated by the muse of Khaujah Siiliman Sawjy, became at a sub- 
sequent period the wife of Abii SJieid. 

The fourth son of Tchobaun was Ameir Mahmud, who presided in 
Gurjestaun ; and who was taken and put to death by the .\busiicidian 
generals, in the same year that proved fatal to the father. He left se- 
veral children, all of whom perished either by poison or the sword, 
through the animosity of their relative Sheikh Hussun Koutchek. 

• August, 13-20. 
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These four sons were by the same mother with Baghdad Khautiin. A. H. 728-32, 

The fifth son was Jullao Khaun recently noticed to have been per- A. D. 1328-3 2. 
fidiously put to death by Gheyauth-ud-dein, prince of Herat. Habeib-us- 

The sixth w'as Seyurghaun, or Seyuraga, whose mother was the 
princess Sauty or Sauky Beg, the daughter of Oiljaith, and sister of 
Abu Saeid. 

The seventh, eighth, and ninth, were Seyfigu Shaud, Yaughy Baus- 
sety, or Pausty, and Norouz, all three by one mother; and they will 
separately be brought under the attention of the reader in a future page. 

Resuming the narrative, we are informed that notwithstanding the 
deadly aversion which he entertained for the rest of the family, his 
passion for Baghdad Khautun continued to rule, with undiminished 
and uncontroulahle violence in the bosom of the Sultan ; and he at 
last employed the intervention of one of his Kauzies, of the name of 
Wu haurek Shah, by whatever arguments he thought most advisable, 
to prevail upon Shaikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, to accede to his 
wishes, and consent to a separation from his wife. Conscious of his 
inability to contend with despotic authority, and ofthe personal danger 
to be apprehended from resistance, the envied husband submitted to 
j)art with her who was the delight and pride of kis existence. At the 
expiration ofthe prescribed period, the Sultan proceeded to espouse 
the repudiated beauty, and she became at once the partner of his bed 
and throne; and the influence which she obtained, in consequence, in 
the administration of the government, restored, in some degree, the 
fortunes of the family of Tchobaun. 

Baghdad Kliautini appears, at all events, to have retained her power 
over the Sultan's afleetioiis unimpaired, until the seven hundred and 
thirty second of the llidjcrab ; when he was persuaded by the sugges- 
tions of private malevolence into a belief, that she cemtinued to bold a 
clandertinc intercourse with her former husband. lu the first moments 
of irritation, orders were, issued that the unfortunate Ameir Hussun 
should be immediately put to death ; although he was preserved for a 
more exalted destiny, through the intercession of his mother, who was the 
monarch’s aunt. He was, however, imprisoned in the fortress of 
Kaukh, and the suspected Khautun banished from all correspondence 
with her imperial consort. But, some time afterwards, discovering 
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A. H. 732-38. that she had been basely traduced by her calumniators, the Sultan res- 
A. P. 1332-36. toi-ed jjer to his favor, and the government of Ri^me, or Anatolia, was 
Habeib-us- conferred on the injured Ameir Hussun. 

S6vr 

The circumstances attending the administration of Gheyauth>ud- 
dein Mahommed, the son of the late Vezzeir Reshid-ud>dein Fazzel> 
iillah ; the conspiracy set on foot by Naurein Toghlii the son of Key- 
bouka N<!iyan, and other powerful Ameirs, in order to destroy the 
minister, with Baghd&d Khautfin, and eventually the Sultan himself, 
had it not been defeated principally through the personal vigilance and 
energy of the monarch ; together with other less important matters 
which occupy the remaining periods of the reign of Abu Sucid, would, 
in interest, scarcely compensate the labour of detail. We shall there- 
fore, with little regret, and without further taxing the indulgenec of 
the reader, pass on at once to the seven hundred and thirty sixth of the 
llidjerab. 

About the close of the summer of that vear, which had been remark- 
able for the excessive heat of the season, reports conveyed to him of 
the approach towards that frontier, of the armies of Keptchauk, neces- 
sarily drew the attention of the Sultan to the banks of the Kuit; and 
he was accordingly on his march in that direction, when his health 
became suddenly and seriously alfected. At the expiration of a fort- 
night, the complaint appearing, however, to give way to theelfortsof 
medical skill, he veiituretl, like his father, to make a premature use of 
his bath, which produced a violent n-lapse of his disorder. Some of 
his ];h\ siciaiis cottceiving a suspicion that he had been poisoned, pro- 
cer-ded to prescribe such remedies as the case seemed torequire. Every 
application proved, liowcver, unsuccessful. I'he young Sultan was 
seized, in spite of all their skill, with the agonies of dissolution, and 
expired on the thirteenth of the latter Rcbheia of the seven hundred 
and thirty sixth oCllie Hidjerah,* in the neighborhood ofKhrabaiigh ; 
ht the age of thirty years aiitl six months, and after having wielded the 
sceptre of Hiilauku, with considerafile glory, for a periotl of eighteen 
years seven mouths and sixteen days. 

According to sonre statement in the preliminary to the Zulfurnamah, 
it wduld appear that towards the concluding period of his life, Abii 

•NoveuiLer 133 j, 
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S&eid had transfenfed his affections to Dilshaud Khautdn, the daugh* a. h. 738. 
terof Damashk Khaujah, whom, with the usual facility, he proceeded A. D. 1335. 
to enrol among his wives ; and on this, finding her influence declining, Habcib-us- 
that Baghdad KhautAn in a fit of revenge and jealousy, dared to admin- 
ister poison to her royal husband, which was, therefore, considered the 
actual causeof his premature death. It is, nevertheless, equally strange 
and unaccountable that all historiansshouldso blindly agree inrepresent- 
ing both Baghdad, KhautAn and Dilshaud, as the wives^ of AbA SAerd 
at the same time ; although it could not have escaped them, that a 
connection by marriage with the aunt and the niece together, is strictly 
proscribed by the laws of the KorAn ; and that AbA SAeid %vas an or- 
thodox Mussulman, does not appear to' be at all questioned. In this 
view it would seem more consistent with probability, that theSAltan 
should have first dissolved his union with Baghdad Khautun by re- 
gularly putting her away, and then only to have espoused her niece'; 
all which is, possibly,, noticed by the author, in order, by evincing the 
impracticability of executing such a design, to remove from that prin- 
cess tlic foul and horrible stigma of having destroyed her husband. 

The remains of the Sultan were conveyed to the metropolisofSuI- 
tauniah,and deposited, with the usualsolemnities, in astructureerected 
for the purpose by himself in the outskirts of that place. 

Among the most respectable of the contemporaries of Abu SAeid, 
we cannot omit to mention the celebrated Slreikh Seffy-ud-dein Arde- 
heiltf: the ancestor of the Seftuides or imperial race ofSnFFY, extin- 
guished by NAdir Shah, in the former part of the eighteenth century. 

By the sanctity of his character, and the unblemished purity, and be- 
nevolence of his life and manners, he had contrived to establish, amidst 
the distractions which pervaded his country, so powerful an influence 
over the minds of men, that the very Tartars, with aW their ferocity 
and disregard to the dictates of humanity, are said to have yielded an 
extraordinary deference to his commands. He was the ancestor in the 
sixth degree, of Shah IssmAeil SefTy Ihe first, the founder of the mon- 
archy in this family. 

Another who flourished during the reign of AbA SAeid, was Ham- 
dellah ul MAstouffy, the son of Abi Bukker, the Kazvinian, author of 
the TArikh gAzeidah and Nuzzchet-ul-kAlloub, ^recreations for the 
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A. H. 93C. beart), both higlily’Viteei&edperforiiiances in tlte east, 

P* or secretary, in the offices of tbe leamed^Vwzeir *£eshid<!iifi»fleff^aa^- 

^*****‘™' ullah, and his son Gheyaatb*ud>dQin -Mahomnted ; -to ,the ilatter «f 
whom, he inscribed his work the TArikh|'^zeidah,.whijsfa is brought 
down to the seven hundred and twenty ninth of the Uiflj«n^;and 
which, considering the sources from whence he bad an opportqnity pf 
deriving his information, would seem entitled to a more than ordinary 
degree of our confidence, were it;possible to conceive an Asiatic of 
that age capable of dejivering to posterity a faithful and impartial re- 
view of events. His brother, Fakher-ud-dein Futtah-ullah, was not 
less distinguished for his genius and learning. 

It is, lastly, not to be forgotten that the year, in which the glories 
of the race of Jengueiz in IrSin expired with Abu Sacid, (for the fleet- 
ing pageants subsequently exhibited on the throne, are scarcely worth 
the record of history) gave birth to the invincible Teym&r ; an event 
which took place at Kesh, sometimes denominated the green city, or 
the city of verdure, between Samarkand and Nakhsheb, on the twenty 
fifth of the month of Shabaun ;* about the period at which our third 
Edward was preparing for his glorious expedition into France. 

Muezz-ud-dein Ari*a Khaun, tenth of the Persian mouarchs of 
the race of Jengueiz. 

This prince was a descendant from Artekbouka, one of the sons of 
Tuly Khaun, and previous to his elevation bore the name of Arpa Ka- 
wun. In consequence of the declaration of the late Sfiltan, that therfe 
remained noperson of the line of Hfilaukfl qualified tosostaintbefuncti- 
onsoftheimperialdignity,aodthattheimportanttrustthereforenecessar- 
ily devolved to ArpaKawun,amessage wasdispatchedbyGheyauth-ud- 
dcin the Yezzeir, as soon as the Sfiltan was perceived to be iu the ago* 
Xthrf^h ***** death, to invite that prince from the private residence of his 

ao-je^ziai»? *0 possesion of the splendor of a throne. The new monatch 

reached the imperial encampment, on the day subsequent to that on 
which his predecessor had expired ; and was immediately seated in so* 
t'ereign power, with the usual Moghfil formalities. 

In addressing the Ameirs of the empire the day after his ocoesslm, 
Arpa Khaun is described to have stated to them, that he erw lot, like 
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l^e S&kans his piedecessors, a man devoted to the sensual enjoyments A. H. 7a^ 

of life ; that instead of a tiara and girdle, of gold and gems, a cap of felt, A. D. ias&. 

and belt of woollen, would best accord with his simple habits: and that, Habeilwu- 

* ^ 86vr 

for a mild and moderate government on his part, he should expect a ^ * 

reciprocal harmony and conformity to law, on the part of his armies. 

He then confirmed to the several Ameirs, and officers of state, the dig* 
nities which they had held under the authority of Abfi S^eid ; and the 
ensuing Friday, he received from them by acclamation the titleofMfiezz* 
ud>dein-wa>ud>dunnia — the monarch who reflects lustre upon his re- 
ligion, and upon the age in which he lives. And in truth without 
exaggeration, observes the author, the robe of imperial authority would 
have derived no ordinary splendor from his person and character, were 
it not that when he became invested with it, the fortune of the empire 
was already in astateof rapid decline ; and that an adverse destinydenied 
to a just and benevolent prince that opportunity for the display of his 
virtues, which they eminently deserved. 

Notwithstanding all that might be intended to be conveyed by this 
remark, Arpa Khaun was scarcely well seated on his throne, before he 
conceived a suspicion that uutilthose who possessed the confidence of 
his predecessor were removed, his own power would never acquire perma- 
nent stability ; and his earliest attention was accordingly directed to re- 
lieve himself from his apprehensions on this head. The first whotella vic- 
timto thissuspicious policy, was the princess Baghdad Khautun; whom 
he condemned to die on the charge of having poisoned her husband, 
and of encouraging the designs of the Khaun of the Ouzbeks, who 
had about this period entered Sbirvaun. She was aqpordingly dis- 
patched in her bath, by Khaujah Lfilu, one of the eunuchs of the Ser&i, 
or women’s palace, towards the end of the latter Rebbeia.* Arpa 
Khaun then proceeiled in the midst of winter, across the Kurr to give 
battle to the Ouzbek monarch, whom he totally defeated ; after which 
returning in triumph to his capital, jie espoused the princess Sauty 
or Sauky Beg, the widow of Ameir Tchobaun, and sister of the late 
Sultan. ^ 

Wlujje |ic was yet solemnizing his nuptials with this lady, on the 
suspicion of having concealed one of the descendants of Hulaukfi as a. 

* December 1335. 
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cover for future revolt, he seized and executed Ameir Mahmd^ 

; and Towukkel Kdfldgh, of the line of OugUi K&an, with two 
most promising youths his children, was condemned to suffer the samn 
i^te. Ameh* MUi^kond, and Abli Ishauck, the sons of Ameir Mah- 
mild Shah, contrived however to escape from Tebreiz ; the fornieir to 
Rdm’e, where he claimed the protection of Ameir Sheikh Hussun Ihe 
Eylkhaonian,andthe latter intoDiaurbekir, to Ameir Ally BkidA Shah, 
who had declared himself hostile to the government of Arpa Khaun. 
On the other hand, Ameir Eyss KutlAg, and Shltan Shah the son of 
Neikrouz, with some other chiefs who had been imprisoned under the 
authority of Abd Sleid, now found themselves by some means or other 
at large, and attached themselves to the service of the new sovereign-; 
biit an habitual turbulence of disposition did not admit of their for> 
bearing to encourage the spirit of revolt and sedition, which was at this 
period bursting forth in every quarter of the empire. In the mean 
time, Dilshaud KhautAn also, who was pregnant by the late Shitaii, 
fled to Ally Baidu Shah in Diaurbekir ; while Khaujah Lhld hastened 
to apprize him, on- the part of his sister Hadjy Khautdn, the mother 
of Ab6Saeid, of the hostile designs of Arpa Khaun, althoughshe had hut 
recently concurred in his elevation. All which, united with the ani- 
mosity derived from his ancestor, who was engaged during the reign of 
the emperor KObl&i, in perpetual hostilities with Artekbouka, who 
held a similar relation of ancestry to the new monarch, at last confirmed 
Ally BaidA Shah in his design of raising Miissa Khaun the grandson 
of Bkidh Khaun, to the throne, in opposition to the established author- 
ity of Arpa Khaun. 

Confiding in the strength of his armies to support the claims which 
be had thus determined to assert, Ameir Ally Bdtidfi Shah finally ad- 
vanced in considerable force from Diaurbekir towards Azerb&ijaun ; 
while Arpa Khaun, reposing in the counsels and experience of his mln- 
ister, Gheyautfa-ud-dei'n Mahommed, hastened with Oqual resolution' 
to vindicate the rights of established authority, and to oppose his ad- 
versaries in the field of battle. During the reciprocal approach Of the 
armies, Gheyauth-ud-dein received, by a deputation from the cbiOfe Of 
the adverse party, a proposabto compromise the dispute, dHtifer- 
ring upon Ally Bkidfi Shah, the dignity of Ameir.uUfimra, or captain 



general of the, empire ; which. was howeverrejected with haughty dis- 
dain, by the V ezzeir. A t the same crisis the expedient was suggested, 
by Arpa Khaun, of cutting off such of the commande^p in his train, 
as he had reason to suspect of favoring the interests of the enemy ; in 
which, with a magnanimity deserving of a better fate, the minister also 
refused to concur, alleging that he considered their existence or non- 
existence, their attachment or hostility, as equally unimportant in the 
scale. 

On Wednesday the nineteenth of Ramzaun,*in the neighborhood 
of a station called Tchcghtd, the adverse armies came to battle ; but 
£ysskiltlugh,andS)lltan Shah Neikrouz, deserting thestandardof Arpa 
Khaun in the heat of the action, and going over to the enemy, victory 
finally declared for Mussa Khaun, and the Ameirs who supported his 
claims. The vanquished monarch and his minister fled in different 
directions ; but being closely pursued, the minister was taken at Mer- 
aughah, and immediately conveyed to the presenceof Ally Raidii Shah, 
who treated him with respect and compassion, and seemed, otherwise 
disposed to spare his life ; but the associated Ameirs uniting to urge 
his indispensable destruction, that just, learned, and accomplished 
statesman was condemned, on the twenty third of the same month of 
Rainzaun,j’ to pcrisli by the sword of the executioner. Arpa Khaun 
■was, a few days afterwards, also seized in the territory ofSenjauss, and 
brought to Oujaun ; where by the direction of Mussa Khaun, or his 
party, he was delivered over to the sons of Ameir Mahmhd Shah Ayn- 
ju, who did not fail to retaliate upon him with rigid severity, the 
death of their father. Arpa Khaun was thus cut off, on the third of 
Shavaul of the seven hundred and thirty sixth of the Hidjerah,J after 
a short and turbulent reign of five months and thirteen days. 

Mussa Khaun, the son of Ally Khaun, and grandson of Baidu 
Khaun, eleventh of the Persian monarchs of the face Jenguciz. 

Having terminated the career of Arpa Khaun, in the manner just 
related, Ameir Ally Baidd Shah proceeded without further obstacle, 
to place Mdssa Khaun on the throne of Hulaukd. He conferred Jthe 
office of Vezzeiron Ameir Hadjy the son of Tauj-ud-dein the Shir- 
vauiftan ; reserving, however, to himself, the unlimited exercise of the 
• May lit, 1330. t May 5tb. t May 13th. 
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a: H. 7 ^’ sovere^ powAh this doiktuct evinced a disposition to include' 

A. D. 1SS6. tiig Ameirs of the enapre from the influence to which they pre« 

Uabeib-us- tended in the management ofaflaira, fhhy became veiy eifrly dngoBte^ 

with his administration, and withdrew from all public employment ; 

resolved, at the same time, to avail themselves of the first convenient 

.. , „ opportunity Ao declare iu^ust, and punish this inordinate anibition of 

MrssA Khaon, , , , . . . » 

Xithof the Perso- usurpation of Ally Baidh Shah, and the predominance of 

jenguiziaos. his tribe, that of O w&iraut, did not experience a much better reception 

in the more distant provinces. Ameir Hadjy Togh&i suddenly quitted 

Diauibekir, and withdrew into Anatolia ; where he joined Sheikh 

Hussun the Eylkhaunian, who was, it is to be recollected, the uncle's 

son of Abfi Skeid, and whom he finally prevailed upon to oppose the 

authority of Mfissa Khaun, and his more ambitious minister. 

In order to give to his proceedings the colour of justice, Ameir 
i^beikh Hussun conceived itexpedientto invest Mahommed Khaun, 
a descendant in the third or fourth degree from Mangfi Teymiir, the 
son of HAlaukfi, with the royal authority ; and having resolved with* 
out further delay on an attempt to take possession of the Persian em> 
pire, soon afterwards approached the frontiers of Azerbkijaun. On 
the other band. Ally Bkidfi Shah, with Mdssa Khaun the instrument 
of his ambition, hastened to oppose the invasion ; and on the fourteenth 
of Zilhudje,* at the station of Noshehcr, a dependency on Alatauk, 
the rival powers prepared to bring their claims to a decision. Before, 
however, he committed bis fortunes to the uncertain issue of a battle. 
Ally Bkidfi Shah,, whose thoughts appeared directed to obtain his ob- 
ject rather by stratagem than open ibree, conveyed a message to Ameir 
Sheikh Hussun, intimating that, as the two ibonarchs were engaged in 
a particular quarrel of their own, he saw no absolute necessity that 
tlieir ministers, who were but remotely concerned, should be person^ 
ally their associate in the bjbod about to’ be drawn. What he there- 
fore propoa^ was, that both he and dbeikb 'Hussun should remain 
quiet spectators, apart fi'om tbe conflict, while the principals in the 
dispute, decided tkeir claims before them ; anid tl^, when the victory 
was detenuii^, they sh'ouM both submit to the cohqiieroh 
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Acceding .to Hie proposal, Sh^kh Hussun with two thousand of a. h: TSir. 
-the best soldiers, drew off accordingly, and took post On a neighbor- A. D. 
ing eminence' which overlooked the field of battle. But the residue Hal*eib-u*- 
of the armies were no sooner engaged, than, either alarmed at a move- 
ment, the object of which it had, possibly, not been thought expedient 
.to explain to him, or through some other apprehension of personafdan- 
ger, Mahommed Khaun suddenly abandoned the field to his advert 
aary ; and Ally Bliidd Shah, unmindful of the fantastic changes with 
which a capricious fortune is frerinently disposed to surprise her vo- 
.taries, conceiving that the victory was no longer doubtful, descended 
from the eminence, on which he had taken post according to agree- 
ment; and pitching his tents on thebanksof the river which intersected 
the adjoining plain, proceeded without further concern or precaution 
to enjoy the luxury of the refreshing stream. Ameir Sheikh Hussun 
determined without hesitation to avail himself of the advantage thus 
incautiously thrown in his way ; and rushing, sword in hand, among 
the troops so culpably exposed to destruction, easily succeeded in cut- 
ting them to pieces. Intelligence of the disaster was soon commun- 
icated to Milssa, who now fled in his turn, after having sustained his 
precarious authority for about two months and nine days ; while Ma- 
hommed Khaun hastened back to reap the fruits of a victory to which 
he had so ill contributed. 

Mahommkd Khaun, the son of YoulkiUlftgh, the son of Anbar- 
tchei, the son of Mangd Teymur, son of Hiilauku Khaun, twelfth of 
the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

Ameir Ally Bkidh Shah having perished in the confusion, and Mds- 
sa Khaun having disappeared in consequence of the recent conflict, 

Ameir Sheikh Hussun proceeded to seat Mahommed Khaun on the 
throne of Hdlaukd, at Oujaun ; and among his arrangements to pro- 
vide for the security of the government, he determined to redlore tft Mahommed 

. ... , Khaun, Xllth 

favor and employment, the yet surviving branches of the famdy of ji,,. p^rso- 

Gheyauth-ud-dein the late minister; and to retaliate in some degredt jenguiziams. 
the injury which he had sustained from Abfi Sdeid, in' the compul- 
sory separation from his wife, he availed himself of the earliest opportu- 
nity, after the establishment ofhis power, to consolehUnselfin theembrill 
ces of Dilshaud Khautdn, the surviving widow ofthat monarch. But, 
while he was yet engaged in the festivities attending the celebration 
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H. m. of fais nuptiaU. the turbulent spirit of the 
jp the means bf his degfadatW 

*■*#'“•* dietitoguished in rank and reputation > imn 

witb that vieWt to the remoter provinces 6f the empire, in order to en* 
courage the plans of hostility and disaffection. 

Of these, Aineir Ally Jauffer directed bis course for Kborassaun ; 
where, on Ms arrival; he experienced no great difficulty in persuad* 
ing Ally^ the son of Ameir Ally Koustchei, (the archer) and the other 
officers in authority, that the provinces of Ir&k and Azerbki^un might 
be wrested from the Eylekbaunian, with the utmost facility. Having 
been brought to cmieur in this belief, and having provided themselves 
with a proper pageant, the third now on foot at the same time, to cover 
their designs, in the person of Togba Teymftr Khaun, a descendant in 
the sixth degree front Jiijy Kessaur the brother of Jengueiz, whom 
they invested with the sovereign dignity, the Anieirs of Khorassauu 
proceeded with a powerful army towards Azerb^ijaun ; and in Shabauu 
of the seven hundred and thirty seventh of the Hidjerah,* they appeared 
before Sflltauniah, having made themselves master of the whole of the 
surrounding territory. 

Apprized of their designs, Ameir Sheikh Hussun on tlte other band, 
made the best of his way from Tebreiz, into the peninsula of Arran ; 

, where he formed an alliance with the princess Sauky, orSauty Beg, ia 
behalf of her infant son Sey6r Aga, now scarcely two years old. After 
which he prepared with the accession of support thus acquired to his 
cause, to chastise the enormities which the Kborassaunians wececoro*' 
milting In Azerbkijaun. In the mean time these had also been joined 
by the fugitive Miissa Khaun, and they now proceeded in coogunc- 
tion, in quest of the Jblylelthaunian ; whom they found ready to oppose 
them on the banks of the Guerrah'roud. In the middle of the month 
of ZjJkaudah of the year seven hundred and thirty seven,* die ad« 
verse armieftcaxBfirtoa bxttle; but Togba Teymfir Khaun, with a de- 
generacy unworthy of bis. warlike extraction, quitting the field befbie ‘ 
the troeqw were yet fairly engaged, and retiring towards Kboiaasaua, 
bis associate Mhssa Khaun, was left to combat alone against the aupe<> 
nite skiilqC AfneirHiMsqAt Hatil the ahti^hter of gpeatnumlN^ oChia 

W7. ' . tlaae, AkD,iaft7. 


and many of them, the luost^ 
lediately betook themselves 
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foDowett,^ilof the Ow&iraut clans in particular, conapelled hini also 
to consult his safety by flight, many of the Amehrs throwing themselves 
for protection into one of the fortresses in the neighborhood. ' Not long 
afterwards, Mfkssa Khaun was taken among the defiles of Hazaurah, 
and put to death on the tenth of Zilhtidje ;* the day of the feast of sa- 
crifice among the pilgrims at Mekkah. This was followed by the en- 
tire dispersion of the Ameirs of the party, and of the fugitives who had 
taken shelter in the fortress just alluded to. 

On reaching the vicinity of Bostaum, Togha Teymfir Khaun was 
joined by Arghbn Shah, one of the sons of Ameir Norouz Ghauzzy, 
W'ho bad prudently declined engaging with the Khorassaunian chiefs 
in the recent expedition ; and at that place, on the same day that was- 
destined for the execution of Mftssa Khaun, the tenth ofZilhudje, To- 
ghaTeymur, onsomegroundless suspicion, caused Ameir Sheikh Ally, 
one of the most distinguished lenders of the expedition, to he perfidi- 
ously put to death ; so'that at one and the same period, relieved from 
the hostility ol'two of the most formidable of his adversaries, the Evle- 
khaiiiiian, for the nominal sov(?reign appears to have been used merely 
as the stalking horse of his ambition, found himself in almost un- 
disputed possession, of the whole of Azerbaijaun and Irak. The Viz- 
zaurut was now conforrerl by him on Shum.s-ud-deiii Zekkaroia, the 
lU'phow and son in law of tiheyauth-iid-dein Mahommed the Reshi- 
dian ; and early in the year seven hundred and thirty eight, the power 
of the Eylekhauniaii was further confirmed by the death of the Ameirs 
Maluniul Rys 5 ^kCltlugh, and Kerouje, two of the most inveterate agi- 
tators of these tarlnilent scenes ; who were botli killed in the disg^uise • 
of Saf\ism, in which they had hoped for fome time to elude the ven- ' 
goanee of tlicir eiiemii^s. 

That same year, however, in the person of Sheikh Ilussun the son' 
of Tey niur Taiisb. to whom author<5 have in general assigned the ap- 
pellation of Sheikh lltissun Koutchek, (in order to distinguish him’ 
from hiarival, who is called Sheikh Hussun Buzurg — the greater) pro- 
duced an adversary to the power of the Eylekhauniaii, far more for-' 
midabletban any thing to tvhich it had hithertobcen opjtosed. This chief; 
on the retreat of his father into Eg . pt, in the manner formerly noticed, 
had contrived to secure himself in some part of the A'natoiian province,' 
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A . f^istr-dk opntemp^Mk^Ttel^od tQ the WpfrU. of timh£llloft iiliSiiil» 

*^**’^***"**’ s^ 9 ped t<i> expaixd itself in evety besont* 'Ooneeivinf afc»*4iMrt'»biii 
P,W*e woitM'he less invidiously carried o«-in;the^anie oftnt^Amr* and 
discovering in a slaveof Tntrkish eitttactidaof (be name o^fi&lajet^ 
a. very strikiipg resemblance to hi8fkt!hei% TeymAffTaush^ bevmmddb)' 
ajtely afrayedhim ki splendid attire, andcirculadid the report, thvttbatr 
distinguished chieftain was yet alive, and had recentlybeen restored to 
bis family {and in order to obtain the more implicit belief for the as* 
6ertion,be prevailed upon his own mother to cohabit with theimpostofy 
And in every respect condescended to treat him as if he considered him 
the revered and actual relation of a father. 

When the rumour became public in Azerb&ijaun and Irak, the Owair* 
aut Ameirs, and many of the principal officers of the army, who had 
never been thoroughly reconciled to theauthority of Sheikh Hussunthe 
Eylekhaunian, suddenly quitted his standard, and went over to that 
of the grandson of Tchobaun ; and the latter, having by this time com- 
pleted the necessary warlike equipments, in gr at perfection and abun- 
dance, no longer delayed to advance towards Azerfraijaun, at the head 
of aiiumerous and formidable army. The Eylekhaunian, acrompa- 
nied by Mahommed Khaun, hastened to meet the invader ; and on the 
tw'entietb of Zilbudje of the year seven hundred and thirty eight,* in 
the neighborhood of Alatauk, the hostile armies arrived in tl»e presence 
of each other. While the troops were preparing for battle. Sheikh 
Hussun the Tchobaunian, who is described as possessing an inven- 
tion singularly fertile in expedients, put in practice the following de- 
vice, in order to awaken a mutual jealousy among the generals of the 
enemy. He caused a large hre to be made at some distance apart from 
the of battle, to impress his adversaries with the belief tiiat it was 
a.precoBoerted signal, exhibited in consequence of the understanding 
vi^bichhe had established with some of the chiefk in theif cumpftmd 
to fact, 'the action had no -sooner commenced, than'Hdssejme the son'*- 
ef Maltndd, the Tchobaanian, went diiwcHy over to the side of his 
eousin genava. In consequence of this defection, at a moment s«‘ crii^ 
ticad, the suspicions of the Eviekbaunian becanne seriously alarmed' 
«|tdlui ]Pa(l.wjtbout turther effort, towards TebreiX'i while. >Mahonli»e<l^ 

■•#uly9tb, last. 



Aiimg j^io tbehattdfi oftbe Tcliobdvniaii» was immediately cut 
lOff-m tbe ibloom of youth, after he had enjoyed his circumscribed 
«nd precarious authority, for a period something short of two years. 

Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny and his adherents, now proceeded to 
exercise without remorse, every species of oppression and violence 
•throughout the provinces of Irkk and Azerbaijaun ; but, the pretended 
Teymdr Taush, considering that so long as Sheikh Hussun was in ex> 
istence, he would be permitted to derive but unsubstantial advantage 
from the character which had been imposed upon him, watched an 
WpiKMrtunity, and plunged his poniard into the side of his adopted son. 
The blow fellshort, however, of its intended eflFcct ; and Sheikh Hussun 
withdrawing immediately into Georgia, there united himself to the 
party of the princess Sauky Beg, the widow of his grandfather, and her 
son Seydrgliaun, or Seyuragha, after candidly disclosing the secret of 
the recent imposture. The talseTcymur Taush proceeded in themean 
time towards Tebreiz, where being entirely defeated in a battle with 
Sheikh Hussun the Eyiekhaunian, he thence fled with the shattered 
remains of his army towards Baghdad. 

The princess Sauty or Sauky Beg, daughter of Ouljaitu SAItan 
Khodabundah, thirteenth of the Persian monarchs of the raceof Jen- 
gueiz. 

On experience that his plan of aggrandizement did not succeed under 
the auspices of an impostor father, having withdrawn into Georgia, as 
we have just seen. Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny next made choice of 
Sauky Beg, the sister of Abu Saeid, to fill the throne of Hulauku ; and 
that princess was accordingly inaugurated, with the usual solemnities, 
and her name inserted in the Khotbah and coinage of the monarchy, 
about the commencement of the seven hundred and thirty ninth of the 
Hidjerah.* He then returned into Azerbiiijaun, accompanied by this 
new pageant, in onler once more to combat the power of the Eyie- 
khaunian; who had however quitted Tebreiz for Sfiltauniah, and who 
retired further to Kazvein, on intelligence of the approach of his ene- 
mies. Saaiky Beg and her general were thus allowed ro possess them- 
telves-ofSbkauniah, and of the entire province of AzerliJlijaun, without 
opposition. Having entrusted the civil administration of the country 
to llokken-ud-dein the lleshidian, and Gheyauth-ud-dein Aliy Sbaby 
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A .*P. Anaeir Sheikh Hussun dtew'4>i}tot' tlie'«ity ontlicir ^|»oafd|» 

ilabeib^ With a design to give them battle ; but. without ooinin§^ to •jcooflict* 
.some species of accommodation .-was arranged between the paities ; in 
consequence of which, Sauky .Beg and Sheikh ..Huasun- Tchobauny 
: withdrew again towards Aran, aud the Ejiekhauniau returned to Sfid* 
• tauniab. 

Reposing, howerer, but little confidence in* the stability of such an 
.arrangement, the Eylekhaunian, not long after bis return to SultauiT* 
Jab, ‘dispatched hisownAtabek or preceptor, TaushTeymhr, on a mtsh 
>8100 into Mazandcraun ; to invite Togha Teymur Kliaun, who had os> 
tablished his authority over that province, and some part of Khorassaun, 
to come and take possession of tiie tiirone and capital of Abu S-ieid. 
In compliance w ith this invitation, Togba Teyimir hastened towards 
Sultauniah, accompanied by Aighun Shah the sun of Xoroiiz, and iii.s 
other ministers ; and on his arrival at Sawah, some lime in the month 
ofRudjub,* was joined by Anieir Sheikh Uussua the Eyiekhaunian, 
from M'hom he received every necessary proof of zeal and snliinissiou. 
But,ToghaTeymur being with theotherAmeirs ofKhorassaun, entirely 
governed by the councils of xVlla-ud-dein Mahommed the Vezzeir, 
andthat minister,altbough the authority of his master could as >et have 
■been but very imperfectly, if at all, established iu the country, pro- 
ceeding to scrutinize, with a vexatious minuteness, into the tenures 
by which the several chieftains held their possessions, without sparing 
those which had been annexed, even from the time of Ghazau Khauii, 
to the family of Ameiv Slieikh ilussuii, the latter repented of the alli- 
ance thus hastily formed ; although he cleaily perceived that there was 
at present no alternative but forbearance. 

Apprized of these occuiTcnces, Sheikh llussun the Tchobaunian 
accompanied by the princess Sauky Beg, again quitted Arran, and pro- 
ceeded into Azerbaijaun. W bile on bis march, on this occasiou, some 
of the Ow&iraut Moghhls who had secured K&r^jery the pretended 
Teymdr Tausht brought him to the camp of the Tchobadoiaa, where 
by order of the pageant queen be was instantly put to-death. In tite 
mean time, the invention of Sheikh llussun was at work to contrivo 
womejsebeme, by which he might effeccuaUy disconcert the neasvree 

'.Jaimaiy, fSto,- .» 



4lS3 of Togha Tej'tnfir and ilic E 5 'lekhauniair ; and 
4 )b> at iasi determined' on the following. He sent a deputation to 
the camp of his adversaries, ostensibh', to propose afresh negociations 
for peace; bat in private to intimate to Togha Teyroftr, thatif he would 
4tnite in a design which was in contemplation to destroy the Eyle- 
khauoiaB, he would on his part engage that the princess Sauky Beg 
should become his wife, and further evince his attachment by the most 
important and loyal services. With this proposal the credulous Mo- 
ghul immediately closed ; and after some further interchange of com- 
munication, fiiKilly transmitted to his artful correspondent a paper in 
hisow'n hand writing, expressly inviting the Tchobaunian Ameirs to 
co-operate with cordial zeal, in the extermination of the Eylekhaun- 
iaiis ; in order, as he stated, that the government of the Tartar tribes 
mightbeonccinorc united, and the world efrectually relievedfrom those 
distractions to which it had been so long a prey. 

Delighted with the success oftlic artifice, Sheikh Mussun the Tcho- 
bauniun, accompanied by a few of his j)rincipal officers, hastened in 
the middle of the night, to the out skirts of the enemy's encampment; 
and requesting that one of the Eyleklmuniau lejders would attend to 
him, proceeded to explain that however the Sheikh his opponent had 
associated himself with one who under the mask of friendship, could 
iiaihonr a design so perfidious against his person, as that vviiich he was 
about to disclose, lie for his own part, disdained to bo an accomplice 
in thcliase collusion, and should regret to see his most determined 
enemy become a victim to such perfidy. Then puttingthe paper which 
ho had received from Togha Teymur, into the hands of the officer who 
had presented himself at his approach, he returned to his own quarters. 
The Eylekhaunian received this paper with some degree of astonish- 
ment; and sending for one of the chiefs in the particular confidence of 
Togha Tevinfir Khaun, accommodated him with a perusal of the per- 
fidious scroll, w'bicli appeared to throw him into considerable confu- 
sion. lie hastened however to disclose to his master, without delay, 
the mortifying result of hisill-advisod intercourse with «he crafty Tcho- 
baunian. Togha Teymfir, no less surprised at the efFroutery of the 
deception which bad been practiced upon him, than alarmed at the 
farobable consequences of the devclopement, withdrew, in the course 
of the same night, towards Kliorassaun ; while, thus abandoned to his 
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<xwn fesources, tie Eylekhauuian retir^ to Alft»uk, {a Ibefta^klyK^ 
hood of which he fixed his abode* until something should occuc to 
incite him to further enterprvze. 

JahaunTeymub, thesonofUIafiVeng, the son of Keykhautfi* fouiH 
teentfa, and Suliman Kuaun, descended from Yeshmout the son cd* 
Kfilaukfi, fifteenth of the Persian monarchs of the race of ^ei^ueiit 
His alliance with Togha TeymCkr Khaun having terminated tbusin^ 
auspiciously, Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian did not, however, conr 
tinue long inactive, before his invention was employed to discover some 
fresh instrument wherewith to mask the designs of his own ambition. 
His choice at last fixed on Jabaun Teymdr, the son of Sltahzadah Ulo 
aifreng son of Keykbautu, whom he accordingly raised to the sovereign 
authority ; and proceeding witii him into Arabian Irak, he succeeded 
inashorttime in subjugating the wholeof that territory, with themetroo 
poiis of Baghdad, and ultimately with Diaurbekir and the country along 
the Tigris upwards. In the latter part of the year seven hundred and 
thirty nine,* Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny, discovering also that the nva* 
chine of the Persian monarchy was not likely to proceed with suffici- 
ent energy or regularity, under the din-ction of a delicate and tender- 
hearted female, thoughtfit, with little regard tohor inclinations, to trans- 
fer the sovereign power, together with the person of the princess Sauky 
Beg, to Suliman Khaun, one of the descendants of Yeshmout tlte sou 
of Hulayku, whom he then seated on the tottering throne of Iran; after 
which, fixing his iicad quarters, or principal residence, at Oujaun, he 
found, by the month ofShavuul of theyear seven hundred and forty ,f 
that his authority was supported by a numerous and well affected body 
of soldiers. 

In the mean time, after securing his acquisitions in western Irak, 
Sheikh Hussun the Kylekhauniaii, with Jahauii Teymur, the feeble 
monarch of his cceation, had quitted Baghdad, and was advancing with 
determined hostility towards Azerbaijaun ; but being early opposed 
by Sfiliman Kbaun, and bis general. Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian, 
he was defeated iu battle with considerable loss, in tiie coircluding 
days of Zilhudje of the same year. In consequence of this defeat, the 
Eylekhaunian was compelled to return to Baghdad, iu circumstancee 
nf disgrace and humiliation ; while Hussun Tchobauny couductedLhi*' 
* The summer of 1390, t Af nl, 1340. « 
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aifjfiy ih ??iumpTi to TeEreiz. tie there nominated Aiiieir Seyurgliaun, 
tfr Seydr Aga^ tlie sonof Sauky Beg by Aineir Tchobaun, under the 
tutelage ofhis brother A/e/c/c Ashrufthe son of Teymur Taush, to the 
^vernment of Persian Irak ; Ameir Peir Husseyne the son of Sheikli 
Mahmud the Tchobaunian, who had, among others, exhibited distin- 
gfuished proofs of intrepidity and martial spirit, in the recent battle, 
^Vas at the same time invested with the government of Farss. 

* Having, on the other hand, effected his retreat to Baghdad, Sheikh 
flussxm the Eylekhannian, who had lost two of his principal generals, 
Ameir MahommcdEysskutlugh, and Ameir Miissaufer Eynauk, in the 
late battle, proceeded without ceremony to depose from his ill-assorted 
honors, the passive and unimportant Jahauii Teymur, on the (>lea of in- 
capacity ; then collecting afresh an army of Arabs and Tartars he ad- 
vanced, in the spring of the seven hundred and forty first of the Hid- 
jt-rab.* once more towards Azerbaijaun. In Zillitidje of the same 
year, "I" while Sulimau Khauu and the Amoirs of his partv’ were as- 
sembling at Oujaun to resist this new invasion, it happened that, on 
some suspicion of intended violence on the part of his nephew Sheikh 
Ilussun, Ameir A aughy the son of Tchobaun, should have adopted 
the sudden resolution of withdrawing from the army of Sulimau ; and 
in his flight driving before liiin to the number of six tiious ind horses, 
Ailiicl) be bad taken from the grounds where lliov had been left at pas- 
ture, his course unexpectedly led him through the vicinity of the spot, 
where the Evlekhauiiian lay encamped. Observing the enormous 
cloud of dust occasioned by the motion of such a number of lioises, 
and conceiving that they were about to be attacked by an immense 
force of the emnnv, the troops of Iriik were immediately struck with a 
panic ; and made tlie iiest of their way home again, without halting 
to undeceive themselves. To complete the senes of fortunite 
events which appeared to favor the* aggrandizement of this power- 
ful family, the troops of Toglia Teymur Khaim which menaced the 
invasion of Irak about the same period, in an opposite direction, un- 
der bis brother. Sheik Ally Kawun, were attacked and defeated hy Me- 
lek 'Ashruf the son of Teymur Taush, employed against them under 
the authority of tlie Tchobaunian. .Sheikh Ally' KSwun was killed 
some time afterwards, in an expedition against the Si rbedaurians ; and 
•A. D. 13U. t June, 1341. 
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A. H. 741. about, the seven hundred and fifty second of the Hkltjernli^ sdlba 
A. D. 1841. sequent to the period under consideration, Togha Teyntdr himself per- 
IJabeib us* jshed in the same quarter, by the hand of Khaujah Yaheyn Kerauvv, 
' * one of the chiefs of that insurrection ; of which some notice has already 

been taken, in a collateral part of the compilation. 

Subsequent to the disclosure of the above fortunate train of circuus 
stances, the Tcbobaunian, accompanied by SAliman Khaun, conducted 
an army in the direction of Diaurbekir, committing dreadful ravages in 
his course, particularly in the territory of Moush ; where he is described 
to have burnt and destroyed the habitations and the harvests of the de- 
fenceless natives, without the'exception of either Maliommedan or 
infidel. On his arrival at Mardein, of which the governor submitted 
to his authority, he detached a division of the army, under his cousin 
german, Iladjy Beg the son of llussun Tchohauny, towards Baghdad. 
Herc the tide of fortune appears to have turned against hiiri. The di- 
vision under Hadjy Beg was entirely defeated by Aineir llu.ssun tho 
Eylckhaunian, assisted by Ameir Ally Jauffer, and Kara llussun, and 
other chiefs of his party. Bejoined at Mardein by the fugitives who 
escaped from this disaster, the Tchobaunian now directed his inarch 
northward across the Euphrates into Uuine, w'hcre he unworthily sig- 
nalized his vengeance by the total destruction of every town in that 
province, which had the sliglitost connection witli the party of Iiisrival ; 
and having levied an enormous contribution in specie upon the opu- 
lent inhabitants ofErzeriim, he then withdrowinto AzcrbuiJaun,totuke 
up his residence at Tcbreiz. 

His attention was henceforward principally devoted to the super- 
intefidance of several public buiblings, of which In* had laid the foun- 
dation at that city , and in particular, of a college, and convent for 
religious .Mahomiuedaiis, of great extent and magnificence, of which 
he lived to see tRe early completion. Having, however, dispatched 
another army into Rfime, under the personal direction of Suiiman 
Khaun, assisted by Ameir Yakub Shah ; and the expedition terminat- 
ing in defeat and disgrace, the Tchobaunian conceived a suspicion of 
some treachery, or misconduct on the part of Yakfih Shah, and imme- 
diately threw him into prison. It would appear, that an adulterous 
intercourse bad forsome time subsisted between this chief and Ezxetm^- 



paramour’ bad been impriaoued in consequence of the discovery ^.D» I34a. 
of the* tntrtguo, immediately determined on the destruction of.ber bus- Habeib-u«- 
band. She pravailed upon three other women of the hm'am to- assist 
in' theatrocious design ; which was successfully carried into executioi^, 

On the night of the twenty-seventh of Rudjub of the seven hjondred and 
forty fourth of tlie Hidjerah* in a way which singularly evinced the 
malignity of female revenge.-f 

Having thus accomplished her perfidious design, this abandoned 
profligate, next morning privately fled the palace with her accompli- 
'ces, and found means to conceal herself in one of the city baths ; and 
the dread of Sheikh Hussun’s severity deterring every one from ap- 
proaching the apartments of the women,, without particular permis- 
sion, his death continued for two days unknown. On the third day, 
however, the officers of his train becoming impatient, a female attend- 
ant was employed to enquire why their chief had remained for so many 
days invisible ? The maid on entering the apartments, found the life- 
less body of the Tehobaunian, alone, the harain having been abandoned 
by all the women ; and the circumstance was immediately announced 
to the Ameirs. After considerable search, the traitress and her ac- 
complices were discovered and secured ; and by an ignominious death 
inadesoineatonemeut, however inadequate, for theenoraiity of thecrime. 

The disordered fabric of the Persian government was now destined, 
in great part, to devolve to the rigid sway of Melek. Ashruf the son 
ofTeymur Taush ; a man whose tyrannical and sanguinary disposiliou 
is dcsciibed to have made him equally feared and detested by friends 
and enemies. With his brother Sheikh lJussun he had lived on t^ms, 
alternat<;ly, of friendship and hostility ; and at the commencement of 
the year seven hundred and forty three, being employed with a body of 
troops in the siege of Sliirauz, he thought fit to abandon his designs 
in that quarter; and returning suddenly to Sultauuiab, he there en- 
tered into engagements of close amity with his uncle Yaugliy Ilaussety, 
or Paufltv. the son of Tcliobaun ; with whom he shortly afterwards 
Ktired to Baglid-id, where they experienced from Sheikh Hussuii the 
Eylekltaunian, every proof of kindness and respect. 

• December 14lli, 13i3. + Comtriefione tesiium, 
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liow»Mr,4h^ vemaiMB <wpirt|<A tA imniji tlj <jb» 
characteristic address of Sbeik^ Hussun the Tcbobauiiial)«.wlto bad 
theo suifored through the treachery of his wife ; and who'fouad 
means through the intervention of one of the prindpal citizens, to 
persuade the Eylekhaunian, that the two chiefs had repaired to Bagh- 
dad, inreality with Uieconcurtence of their reUtivev and in order to seize 
an opportunity of making away with his rival. The insidious reprer 
aentation found immediate credit with the Eylekhaunian; and he was 
concerting measures to secure the persons of the suspected refugees, 
when they became apprized of their danger, and very seasonably maUo 
their escape. Having through a thousand di fficulties conveyed them- 
selves to Ebher, south-east of Sfiltauniah, they there learnt that Rai- 
melek the son of EysskutiAgh, with a numerous and splendid retinue, 
was encamped in the neighborhood, and they immediately determined 
on an attempt to surprise him. With the handful of desperate adven- 
turers by whom they were attended, they accordingly attacked tiie en- 
campment in the dead of night; and having killed thechief, and posses- 
sed themselves of a very considerable booty, they made the best oi’ 
their way to Isfahaun. At that place, by raising heavy contributions 
from the opulent inhabitants of Uie country, they were enabled to levy 
n numerous body of troops, with which they proceeded towards Shir- 
auz, at this period in possession of Sheikh Abfl Isbauck Eynju ; but 
when they had advanced within one stage of that city, the death of 
Ameir Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian, as recently described, was 
announced to them ; and on this, they returned with their utmost ce- 
lerity into Azerbkijaun. 

tt would appear that having, for reasons unexplained, put to death 
Ghouje Hdaseyne, the son of the elder Hussun Tchobauny, soon after 
the assasination of Ameir Sheikh Hussun Koutchek, Sdlimao Khauu 
suddenly withdrew towards Karabaugh, conferring the office of the Viz- 
zaurutooHadjy Hamzah, andTchobaun Akhtatchei,(tbe grand et^uer- 
ry, or master of the horse). He proceeded then to the enlargement of 
YakhbShab, his coUegue in the unsuccessful expedition into RAme: 
hut possessing, already, resources and influence far beyond the other 
Ameirs the empire, that chief very early presumed to usurp an over- 
bearing predominance over the authority of bis su perior. Umice,,fidd- 
ing his power reduced to a cypher, SAliman Khaun dispatched with* 



.feat ctelay fo'acylfcit th%sappfort of'Melek Ashruf and Ameir Yaughy ; 
and this waa the communication which suspended the design against 
Shirauz, and hastened their return into IHik and Azerbftijaun. They 
reached Sdltauniah on the first day of the new year,* prosecuting their 
march shortly afterwards, for Tebreiz, 

Pending these circumstances, AmeirSeyurghaun, or Seyftr Aga, for 
the name is thus indiscriminately exhibited, who had been confined 
in the castle of Khrahessaur, in Rfime, by the direction of his nephew 
the late Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny, contrived to cut off the governor 
ofthe place ; andhavingequippedhimself,and those whojoined him, from 
the stores which that fortress furnished in vast abundance, was also 
approaching Tebreiz. On intelligence of his design, the Anieirs Yau- 
ghy and Melek Ashruf hastened to meet, and to render all the testimo- 
nies of respect and zeal that they conceived to be due to their illustri- 
ous relative. From Mamouriah, where the first interview took place, 
they conducted the prince to Kouktehehpeyker, a summer palace 
erected by Ameir Tchobaun ; where they remained for a period of 
two months, totally engaged in a course of festivities and amusements, 
which did not, however, prevent the party from becoming every day 
more formidable in reputation and strength. 

After flattering himself with the expectation that the elder Ameirs, 
whom he had invited to his support, would have readily' submitted to 
his authority, SCiliman Khaun was considerably mortified to discover 
that his interest formed so trivial a part of their consideration ; imd 
he withdrew, on the first opportunity, into Diaurbekir, his minister 
Iladjy Ilamzah, with Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed Ally Shahy, 
and Einmaud-ud-dein Serauy, quitting him to join Melek Ashruf, 
Nevertheless, in the hope that he should be able to engage the party 
in hostilities among themselves, Emmaud-ud-dein, one of these, ven- 
tured to adopt the following expedient. Having left his tents and 
equipage all standing, he suddenly presented himself to Ameir 
Seyfirghaun, and Yaiighy Pausty, and announced to them that Melek 
Ashruf, who was encamped at the distance of a league or two, was 
secretly arming his troops, with the design of attacking them by sur- 
prise. The two chiefs upon th’s, proceeded without delay to prepare 
their follcwers to repel the perfidious attempt ; while Melek Ashruf 
on his part, alarmed about midnight by a counter- report, that his kins- 
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A H.'t4S« meiilNrt^e i A motion fe’tireomvaftTiiirt, » too dp rf<i toIrfsdefeiKfctf- *Ai 
A: D. f944. tiife re-tum of day, Meidt A’shruf set%t to demand the ocoftsionofaii tliis 
Alarm and uprOar, ainco, with the Persiaa empire, j-et toeooqher, it 
appeared rather premature to dispute about the division. * Hewasac* 
qnainted in reply with the nature of intelligrence communicated 
by Emmaud-ud'dein^to which having solemnly dVerred that there ex> 
isted not the slighteat foundation, he further demanded that the incen* 
diary should be immediately conveyed to his presence, as the surest 
means of restoring that harmony which he bad so maliciously endea« 
vouted to destroy. Emmaud-ud-dein was accordingly conducted to 
the camp of Melek Ashruf, by whom he was immediately put to death. 
The three chiefe then proceeded together to Tebreiz. - 

This coalition was, however, not destined to be of any stability or 
duration. For the inhabitants of Tebreiz exhibiting for the Atneirs 
SeyArghaun and Yaughy Pausty, as the immediate issue of Ameir 
Tchobaun, far more distinguished marks ofYespect, than they seemed 
disposed to yield to Melek Ashruf, who was only the grandson of tliat 
illustrious chief, the jealousy of the nephew was excited ; and he re- 
moved in displeasure froniTebreiz to a placecallcd Sehend. When he had. 
for some time, continued to reside at this place, he cither received, or 
affected to have received, intelligence that hisrelati ves were at last seri- 
ously engaged in a design to attack iiim,onaparticularnight. On which lie 
armed in earuest,andaccompanied by oneofhissurvivingbrothers march- 
e4*traight forTebreiz. Learning, however, on liis approach that the ob- 
jects of his vengeance had decamped in the night for Khoui, he pro- 
ceeded without delay in pursuit of them; and having arrested their 
retreat on the plainof Aanabad, he there brought them to battle, and 
in a conflict of considerable obstinacy, entirely defeated them. 

Hiaeuperiority being completely established by the defeat and flight 
of the Anusira Seyhrghtuin, and Yaughy, Melek Ashruf took up his 
ijuarters for the present, at a station called Thteil ; where he thought 
NotJsHiBVAPN, tQ bestow the sovereign dignity, now extenuated into « 

lastofthePerso* ^ f. . f «t i • ii- i * 

imere shadow^ on a prince of the name of Noushirvauo, allied to the 


jeugueuian*. 


.monarch of Keptebauk, on whom he conferred at the same time the 
title of U1 Andel— the just. Soon after this he extended bis power 
tfarofighoilt Ihe territory of Arran, and the whole of AzerbhijAnnt but 



ft# 

ff the individual whom he thus nominally raised to the royal authority, 
uid who may Reconsidered as the last ot^he Persian monarchs of the 
race of Jengueiz, little further appears to have reached posterity. 

Having effected their escape from the late battle to a station called 
Baubi, the Amcirs Yaughy Baussety and Seyhrghaun, on the other 
hand, dispatched two persons from thence, to sue for an accommodar 
tion with their nephew ; who expressed himself, on his part, extremely 
well disposed to, accede to their wishes, at the same time that he urged 
the necessity of their presence on the spat, to share with him in the 
fatigues of government. Seyurghaun could uot prevail with himself 
to repose any confidence in these professions ; but retiring into Diar- 
bekir, was there ultimately destroyed by Sheikh liussun the Eyle- 
khaunian. While Amcir Yaughy, venturing to commit his destiny to 
thediscretionofMelek Ashruf, was shortly afterwards made away with, 
by means that were ncrv'cr disclosed. 

Mclek Ashruf now conceived himself at liberty to indulge, without 
restraint, in his violent and cruel propensities. In the seven hundred 
and forty sixth ofthc llidjcrah, he seized his brother MelekNusscr, and 
confined him to an iron cage ; and in the year following, in addition to 
the miseries already inflicted upon her by the iron hand of Ashruf, 
the city of Tebreiz was visited by a dreadful pestilence ; which ban- 
ished from that jdace, and from the greater part of Azcrbaijann, all who 
possessed the means of securing a tolerable reception in other countries, 
beyond the reach of the oppressor. 

In the spring of seven hundred and forty eight,* at the head of a 
powerful army, the tyrant proceeded to invade the territories, in Ara- 
bian Ir&k, ugder the authority of Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, 
and laid siege to the metropolis of Baghdad ; his antagonist being un- 
able to keep the field against him. Finding, however, after some time, 
that the enterprize was accompanied with difficulties which he was 
not prepared to surmount, or, according to others, being seized with 
alarming apprehensions in another quarter, Ashruf determined to raise 
the siege; and in consequence of such determination, soon afterwards 
withdrew into Azerbaijaun. , 

Three years afterwards, namely, in the seven hundred atid fifty first 
qf the Hidjerah,t he marched with fifty thousand horse to invest Isfa- 
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A. H. .751-62. hatin : which he found, 'however, so vigorously protected against hiS 
A. D. 1850-51. j,y |})e courage and circumspection of ihe Ameirs Nddjm-ud> 

Habeib-us- anj Khaujah Mahmdd, who commanded on the part of Ameir 
Abd Ishauck Aynjh, that after a siege of fifteen days, he consented to 
a treaty of peace ; the Isfabaunians agreeing on their part, to include 
the name of the pageant*Noushirvaun in the Khotbah, to pay down 
the sum of two thousand dinaurs of gold, (a sum of no great magnitude 
for such a city) and to send out what was equivalent to one hundred 
thousand more, the produce of their most esteemed manufactories. Sa<- 
tisfied with tbeseconcessions, Melek Ashruf returned into Azerbaijaun. 

He is now said to have abandoned all further views of conquest, and 
to have transferred hisabodeto the town of Rebbcia Resbidy ; whither, 
after causing it to be surrounded by a ditch and rampart, he directed the 
whole of the inhabitants ofTebreiz and the neighborhood, excepting 
perhaps such as were attached to the religious establishments, to be 
removed ; and the new town soon exhibited, in consequence, a popu-> 
lation which in multitude, far surpassed the bounds of credibility. 

The murders and confiscations of which this tyrant had been guilty 
towards all classes of the people, not excepting even his own nearest 
relatives, had, however, been carried to an extent so grievous and op> 
pressive, that his mind became at last the abode of the most gloomy 
apprehensions. The light was excluded from the apartment which 
heusually inhabited. Themost extraordinary precautionswereadopted 
with respect to what he eat and drank.* Sheep and poultry were kil- 
led in his own presence, and the water brought for his use was 
poured into china jars under his own inspection ; and five thousand 
guards selected forthe purpose were perpetually on dutyin his palace. 
Last of alt, an iron chain hung round with bells, to which he gave the 
name of the chain of justice, was suspended to the entrance of his 
chamber of state ; in order that by putting the bells in motion, such as 
•ought redress of injury might make their complaints imiftediately 
known to him. Conceiving perhaps at the same time, that his appre- 
hensions might be in some measure alleviated by the soft endearments 
of beauty, he, in the course of the seven hundred and fifty second of 
the Hidjerah,* espoused the daughter of the prince of Mardein'; but 
after solemnizing his nuptials with extraordinary magnificence, he cbtl- 

♦A. D. 1851. 



eelved nt tbe first interview an aversion for bis bride, and never saw 

her afterwards.^ 

A representation of the accumulated crimes and oppressions of the 
tyrant was, at length, conveyed to Jauny Beg Khaun of Keptchauk, 
through the medium of the Kauzy of Berdya ; and that monarch, in the 
course of the seven hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerali,* was on 
his march toivards Azerbkijaun. Having ascertained the truth of this 
intelligence, M^lek Ashruf, after a seclusion of several years, issued 
from the gates of his favorite abode, and formed an encampment at the 
station of Shabbeghauzan ; his treasure, and jewels, and the most va- 
luable of his effects, having been previously conveyed, by a train of 
one thousand camels, and four hundred mules, towards Oujaun. But, 
finding that Jauny Beg was much nearer at hand, tliun his information 
had led him to expect, his feais increased upon him to a degree of per- 
turbation ; and charging two of his conridoiitiul domestics, Kbaujah 
Jiulu, and Shukker Khauzen, to conduct the women and his treasures, 
by the pass of Mczeicl, to the well, or reservoir, of Kbaujah lleshid, 
he proceeded himself in the direction of On jauii ; tiic domestics being 
instructed to remain in their retreat, until they should hear that he was 
triumphant over his enemies, in which case they w'ere to return to 
Tebreiz. Otherwise, they were to make the best of their way towards 
Khowi, north-east of the lake of Van. Having thus far provided for 
the security of all that was most valuable, Ashruf jiitched his camp by 
the side of the Mehranroud ; detaching AukhyJouk, and other Anieirs, 
with the main body of his troops, and abundantly supplied w'ith arms 
and treasure, towards Oujaun. After this, with two thousand of his 
iiousehold troops and domestics, he took post apart from danger on 
a range of hills, somewhere in the vicinity, to await the issue of the 
imj^ending contest. 

Until convinced, by the evidence of their own senses, of the over- 
whelming force led on by Jauny Beg, and of the impracticability of such 
an attempt, the generals of A|hruf had, on first assembling at Ou- 
jaun, formed a plan of surrounding the Ouzheks. But they no sooner 
viewed the formidable array, and vast multitudes of the invaders, than 
all their b^older plans gave way to the despair of etfectual resistance ; 
^d they immediately dispersed in every possible direction. Melek 
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A. H. * 758 . Ashruf, on the hills where be had taken post» wfts soon apprized ’of this 
A. D. 1357. prelude to the consummation of his destiny. He returned immedr- 
Hab«ib-us> ately to Shubbeghauzan ; and having rested there for one night, he 
***'''^' continued his retreat towards the pass, within which lie had directed 
his domestics with their sacred charge, to await his instructions. In 
themean time he was forsaken by the wholeof hisattendants,two Georg- 
ian slaves excepted, with whom he reached the spot where he expected 
to find his family. Hut on inteliigenee of the fatal, reverse in their 
masters's fortune, the men, to whom he had consigned the precious de- 
posit of all that remained valuable to him, proceeded to pillage his ef’ 
fects,and to set the women at large. The cruel disclosure. that thus 
awaited him' at the well of lleshid could not contribute to revive his 
hopes ; and he finally directed his trembling steps towards Khowi, for- 
merly mentioned. On the way to that place, he ventured to solicit 
a few hours* repose at the residence'of a certain Sheikh Mahommed 
Balektchei, perhaps Dalkhy, who received him with every outwanl 
demonstration of resi>cct and kindness ; but who, at the same momcnf, 
dispatchetl a message to the Khaun ofKeptclruuk, to acquaint him with 
the retreat of his unhappy guest. 

The personof Ashruf was immediately secured by an officer employed 
for the purpose by the Ouzhek monarch, and he was now conducted 
a prisoner to Tebreiz ; where, from the terraces of their bouses, the 
inhabitants cast ashes on his head, and otherwise treated him with 
every mark of i||^ignatiou and insult, in return for the multiplied op- 
pressions which he had accumulated upon them. The ensuing day 
he vVas conveyed to Oujaurr, to the presence of Jauuy Ueg Khaun ; 
whose first and only question on his approach was, “ wherefore he lutd 
“ desolated the noble countries placcil at hi» discretion by die kidul- 
“ gence of a capricious fortune r” To which he repiied,-tbat the evils 
ascribed to him-had been j>erpetra.tcd without his concurrence, by the 
agents of his government. Jwuny Beg then quitted Oujauo, and en- 
camped on thebanks of the Hushtroq^; whore he caused Uie wretclied 
Ashruf shortly afterwards, to atone wiU* his blood,, for tJie crimes 
committed' either hy himself^ or under the sanction, of his authprity. 
His head was conveyed to Tebreiz, and suspended to the rav^ mosque 
that city. Jauny Beg followed at his convenience, and eptu- 
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ing at the head often thousand troops, took up his abode in the palace A. H. ?&r>. 
of the successors of HulaukO, in the same metropolis. Having then A- D. 1357. 
vested the government of the conquered countries in his son Bcrdy Habcib-us- 
Beg Khaun, he finally returned towards the Volga ; taking with him 
the greater part of the treasures, together with a son and daughter, of 
the tyrant Ashruf. 

These concluding eventsappear to have taken placeduring the seven 
hundred and fifty eighth of the Ilidjerah, under which we have accord- 
ingly ventured to class them. 

Not long after his return into Keptchauk, Jauny Beg Khaun reposed 
from all his cares in the chamber of death ; and this event requiring 
the presence of Berdy Beg to secure the throne of his ancestors, the pro- 
vince of AzerbAijaun was immediately abandoned to its fate. An 
opportunity thus occurred of which Aukhy Jouk, the chief recently 
adverted to, did not neglect to avail himself ; and he accordingly hast- 
ened, with the assistance of the relatives of Melek Ashruf and the 
friends of the family, to take possession of Tebreiz. Of that city, and 
of the territory of AzerbAijaun depending upon it, he appears to have 
made himself master without difficulty ; after which, committing the 
subordinate administration of the government to the discretion of Em- 
maiul-ud-dein Mahmud the Kermaiinian, and Aim Bukkor the son 
of Allv the .Jilauniati, he kindled afresh the devouring flames of op- 
pression and violence, and restored, in ail its iniquitous forms and prac- 
tices, the hated system of the tyrant Ashruf. 

Sultan A WEISS, the son of Amclr Sheikhllnssun Biizurg, second of 
the Eylekhaunians. 

After having, for many years, maintained himself in independent 
power, over Baghdad, and the territory adjoining to the Tigris, Sheikh 
Hussun the Eylkhaunian, not unfrcquently entitled Sheikh IIussuii 
Buzurg — the greater, appears to have died a natural death some time 
in the course of the seven hundred and fifty seventh of tlie Ilidjerah ; on Sultan Aweiss, 
whichthe chiefs attached to hisgovernment concurred in hestowingthe 
diadem and authority of the father, on Sultan Avveiss, his eldest son by ‘ 

Dilshaud KhaiitAn, the daughter of Teymur Taush, and sister of his 
inveterate rival Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny. This prince then suc- 
ceeded to his father’s government in Rudjub of the year seven hundred. 
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A- H- '< 38 - 59 . and fifty seven ;* and he proved^ according to our author, without exag« 
A. D. 1357-oa. gefation oflanguage, a just and humane sovereign, the father of his peo- 
Ha!)eii*-us. liberal encourager of genius and learning in every shape. 

Aided by the fame of his virtues, he experienced therefore but little 
difficulty in reducing to his authority, in a very short space of time, 
the whole of Irak Ajem, with Azerbaijaun and Arran ; and in reco- 
vering, at least, the western provinces of the Persian empire, from that 
abject state of misery to which they bad fallen, under the flagitious 
tyranny of its recent oppressors. 

In the spring of the seven hundred and fifty ninth of the Ilidjerah, 
when it was well ascertained ihat IJcrdy Beg IChaun had returned into 
Keptchauk, and that Aukhy Jouk had made himself master of Azer- 
buijnuii on his departure, Sfdtan Aweiss quitted his capital of Bagh- 
dad, at the head of a numerous and forniidal»le army, and directed his 
march for Tebreiz. In some part of the intervening niountainous'fron- 
tier, he Avas resolutely opposed by Aukhy Jouk ; and a conflict of tAvo 
days ensued hetAveen the hostile chiefs, on the former of which nei- 
ther pretended to claim the victory ; but, on the second day, the Sill- 
tan succeeded in driving his adversary from the field ofhattle. Aukhy 
Jouk retired towards Tebreiz closely folloAved by bis conqueror ; to 
whom on his approach, he abandoned that metropolis, Avithmit resis- 
tance, continuing his own retreat towards Nakhtchuaun. Sultan Aav- 
eiss c.jtered Tebreiz shortly aflerAvards, and took up hiaquarters in the 
palace of the Reshidian family; where he received the submission of 
the Ameirs of the party of .Ashruf. These he treated, at first, with 
distinguished kindness; but at the e.\piratioD ofa few days conceiving 
some suspicion of treachery, he condemned not less than forty seven of 
them, during the sacred month of Kamzaun,* to perish by the sword 
of the executioner. A remnant escaped, however, to join Aukhy 
Jouk, with whom they next proceeded from Nakhtchuaun to K.&rabaugh. 

Not long after this, Ameir Ally Peiltun was detached by Sultan 
Aweiss, to crush the designs of the enemy. But, in consequence of 
some secret discontent which he harboured against his employer, this 
commander either through treachery or criminal misconduct, suffered 
himself to be defeated ; and theSultan was compelled, by theconsternati- 
on which followed among his troops, toabandon Azerb&ijaun, andreturn 

*July, W5». 
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toBaghdild. Hence, Aukhy Joukfound himselfin a situation torepos* 
sess himself once more, of that devoted province, and to resume at lei- 
sure his plans of oppression and violence. 

In the spring of seven hundred and sixty,* he was, however, assailed 
from another quarter, and finally driven from Tebreiz, by Mfibaurez- 
ud-dein Mahommed of the race of Muzuffur, with the army of Shir- 
auz. He now separated from the associates of bis turbulent designs, 
and took sanctuary with a certain devotee of the name of Suddur-ud- 
dein Kebaun, whom he had adopted as his spiritual father. Some time 
afterwards, Shltan Aweiss recovered Azerbiiijaun, on the retreat of the 
Shirauzian; and prevailed upon him, by a promise of indulgent and li- 
beral treatment, to quit his asylum, and repair to the presence. But, 
when he had continued t'orsome time to enjoy the advantages of tlieSul- 
tail’s humane protection, hecould not be withheld from entering afresh, 
with Ally Peiltun, and Jullaul-ud-dcin the Kazvinian, intoaconspir- 
aev to subvert the government of liis protector ; and the design being 
discovered to the Sultan, by the Sheikh Suddur-ud dein recently al- 
luded to, .^ukhy Jouk and his accomplices were immediately con- 
demned to die for their ingratitude. 

To omit the recital of some events of little moment, which distin- 
guished the intervening period, the narrative may be sutfered to pass 
without much injury to the subject, to the seven hundred and sixty 
fifth of the ITidjerah when Khaujah Merjan, who conducted the 
government of Baghdad, as the lieutenant of SAltan Aweiss, ventured 
to exalt the standard of rebellion against the authority of his supeiior. 
The Shltan marched without delay to chastise the disobedience of his 
refractory vassal, who appeared at first disposed to hazard a conflict 
in the field ; but the banners of his master no sooner met his view, 
than he conceived himself abundantly fortunate to make good his 
retreat, behind the walls of Baghdad, after destroying the bridge of 
the 'T'igris.J The day following, however, calculating on the distin- 
guished moderation and clemency of his offended sovereign, he threw 
open the gates, and dispatched the whole of the principal and most res- 

* 1350. 1 1SC3. 

tThis, with ‘•imilar passages io oilier parts of the original, led the translator to conceive 
that the city of Baghdad, must still have lain on the western bank of ihc Tigris ; else, where 
the utility of destroying the bridge on that river ? 
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A. H. 76&-71. pectable inhabitants to meet and conduct the Sftltan in triumph, into 
A. D. 1363-69. city. Sdltan Awetss had the magnanimity to realize the expect- 

llabeil>-us- ations, bv pardoning the offences of this audacious and ungrateful rebel. 
scn r* *" ^ 

Having devoted a period of eleven months to a variety of amuse- 
ments atBaghdJkd, SfiltanAweiss conferred the government of that place 
on Sultan Shah his treasurer, and proceeded towards Mossule ; which 
he succeeded in wresting from the possession of the brother of Behrajn 
Khaujah the Turkman. From Mossule, he continued his march up- 
wards to the plains of Moush, where he gave battle to the same Beh- 
ram Khaujah, who is described as the uncle of the afterwards cele- 
brated K^ra YClssuf ; and having carried pillage and desolation through 
all the possessions of the tribe, that of the K^rakuynlil, or black wea- 
thers, he returned by the route of Kikrakcleissia, or the black churches, 
to the metropolis of Tebreiz. 

While the Sultan was absent at Baghdad on this occasion, MeUk 
Kawus the son of Keykobaud, prince of Shirvaun, whose descendants 
retained a considerable share of distinction even to the days in which 
the author composed his history,* embraced the opportunity to make 
twosuccessive incursionsinto the territory of Karabaugh ; from whence 
he transported the greater part of the popu lation into his own country. 
On his return into Azorbaijaun,f the SCiltaii, on intelligence of these 
repeated acts of aggression, resolved to employ his minister Behratu 
Beg, with other distinguished chiefs, to chastise the insolence of the 
aggressor, and finally to reduce Shirvaun. The troops ofSiiltan Aweiss 
entered the province accordingly in great force, MtMek K^wus retiring 
before them into, or within the range of, the strong holds of his coun- 
try. When the invading generals had continued, how ever, for a period 
of three months, to harass his dominions in every direction, without 
evincing inany shapea disposition to withdraw, theprince of .Shirvaun, 
considering that if he did not contrive by a seasonable submission, to 
avert the mischief, his country must be finally ruined, adopted the 
hazardous resolution of delivering his person into the hands of Bchram 
Beg; by horn he was immediately conveyed in fetters to the pre- 
sence of his sovereign. After an imprisonment of three months, his 
confidence in the liberality of bis adversary, was justified by a restora- 
tion to the government of his native and hereditary dominion. 

* The early part of Uie si-xtcrntli century of the Ciuutian lera. t A. D. 1364. 
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From this period to the seven hundred and seventy first of the Hid- A. H. 771-73. 
jerah, the only events recorded by the historian, are the deaths of Ameir A. D. I3g9-7 1. 
Kaussem the brother of Sultan Aweiss, of Sultan Sliah KliSzen the Habeib-us- 
governor of Baghdad, who was succeeded by Khaujah Alerjan, and of 
the Sultan’s favorite minion, Beliram Shah ; for the latter of whom, he 
appears to have exhibited some unprecedented demonstrations of grief 
and mourning. 

During the year seven hundred and seventy one, nearly three hun- 
dred thousand persons are stated to have perislied, either in or about 
Tebreiz, of a dreadful pestilential disorder ; and in the course of the fol- 
lowing year, Ameir Wully,who, on the assassination of Togha Tey- 
mur Khaun, had possessed himself of the territory of Jurjaun adjoining 
to the south-east angle of the Caspian, discovering some designs hostile 
to the authority of Sultan Aweiss, the latter proceeded in force to- 
wards that quarter. In an obstinate conflict which took place in the 
territory of llev, Ameir Wully was totally defeated by the Eylkhaun- 
iiin ; who pursued his routed troops without intermission, and with 
great slaughter, all the way to Semnaun. At that place the Sultan 
relinquished the pursuit, and, having conferred the government ofltey 
upon KutlugShah, returned into Azerhaijaun. Two years afterwards, 
on the <le}i!irture of Kutlug Shah for Isfahaun, the same government 
was vested in Aa.lcl Aga, of wliom much will occur in the subsequent 
pages ; but ofwhom, for the present, it will he sufficient to state, that 
he was the same person referred to, by the historians of these times, 
under the designation of Saurek Aadel ; that he commenced his ca- 
reer as superintendant of the arsenal ; after which, becomingenrolled 
in the train ofSiMiman Begum, the foster mother of Sultan Aweiss, 
he gradually attained to the most important governments under the 
Eylkhaunian nionarchs. 

During the seven hundred and sc\’enty third of the llidjerah, is men- 
tioned the death of Ameir Zauhed, the brother of Sultan .\w'eiss; who 
fell from the terrace of the palace ofOujaun, in a fit of intoxication, and 
was killed on the spot. In the course of the same year, Ameir Wully 
appeared before the gates ofSliwah, which he attacked and carried by 
assault. Mflbaurek Shah the govmior, after concealing himself for 
some days, finally secured the protection ofthe conqueror, by present- 
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ing him with his daughter, a maid of singular beauty and attractions-. 
The Jilijaunianwithdrewshortly afterwards to hisown province. Mel^k 
K&wus dying in the course of theyear seven hundred and seventy three, 
the country of Shirvaun was bestowed on bis son Hoshung; who had 
accepted of some employment under the authority of Siiltan Aweiss. 

The government of Baghd&d was consigned to Khaujah Serour, on 
the death of Khaujah Merjan, towards the eonclusion of the seven 
hundred and seventy fifth of the iiidjerah : and in seven hundred 
and seventy six, that part of the city which lay along the Tigris, being 
overwhelmed by an extraordinary inundation of the river, near forty 
thousand of the inhabitants perished among the ruins. Khaujah Ser- 
our is said to have been so deeply affected by this unforeseen calamity, 
as to have died of grief ; on which his government was transferred to 
Wejeiah-ud-dein Ism&eil, the son of Nejeib-ud-deiu the Vezzeir. 

Towards the end of the latter Rebbeia of the same year, the 77bth of 
the Hidjerah,* Sultan Aweisswas attacked by a severe and dangerous 
disorder, from which he never recovered. According to the relation 
of Hauffez Abi'd, he had been apprized of the period of his death for 
three months previous to the attack which produced it; and he had in 
consequence, made every arrangement preparatory totlie awful crisis, 
even to his shroud and coffin. The symptoms of his approaching dis- 
solution became, at last, sufficiently visible to all, and the Ameirsaiid- 
officers of his court assembled round the pillow of their amiable sover- 
eign, to receive bis dying instructions. The Sultan expressed a desire 
that the succession to the supreme power, should be considered to have 
devolved to hia son llusseyne, and the government of Baglnliid and 
western Irkk to Sheikh Hussun ; but, as the latter was the elder brother, 
he left them to deckle, whether he would submit to such an arrange- 
ment. The courtiers considering this a sufficient warrant for their 
proceedings, hastened to secure the person of Hussun, whom they 
immediately threw into imprisonroent. The Sultan breathed his last, 
on the night of the second of the latter Ju-mmaudy ;t and the devoted 
Hussun was the same night, dispatched to accompany the spirit of bis 
father. 

Siiltan Husseyke, the son of Aweiss, third of the Eylkbaunians- 
* Suptember, 1374, t Norember 7th, 1374. 
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The succession thus secured to him by the assassinaliou orius elder A. IL 776 77. 
brother, Sultan Husscyne ascended the throne of Tebreiz without op- A. D. 1374-7 j. 
position, immediately confirming to the several Ameirs, the honors 
and appointments which they had held under the authority of his fa- 
ther ; and, if the advantages of a person uncommonly handsome, andof 
eloquence to command universal esteem and obedience, had been suf- _ „ 

. SlTLTAN HUS- 

ncient to ensure a prosperous and splendid reign, the new monarch sEYNE,indof 
is described to have possessed these qualifications in a very eminent Eylkhauiii- 
degree. 

Early in the spring of the seven hundred and seventy seventh of the 
IJidjcrah, Sultan Ilussevne conducted a force against the possessions 
of Bc'hraiii Klianjah, and Kura Maliommecl, the Turkmans ; who bad 
by tins time established themselves at Arjis, or Arjish, and in the 
territory adjoining, north westward, to the lake of V'an. Having wit- 
nessed the successive reduction of many of their castles, the Turk- 
iiian chief®, finally submitted to a treaty, under which they engaged, 
by way of tribute, to furnish the Sultan with an annual supply of 
twenty thousand sheep. In the course of the same year he was, how- 
ever defeated with great loss, at Jermaukhan, by Shah Shujia, the son of 
Mahommed ofllie race of MiizulTur, the Shirauzian, and compelled to 
fly to Baghdad. But when he had continued, fora period of about 
three months, to enjoy the fruits of his victory at Tebreiz, Shah Shujia 
being recalled toSliirauz, to oppose the hostile designs of his brother 
Vaheya, Sultan Husscyne hastened to avail himself of the opportu- 
nity to regain his capital. 

Subsequent to this, for some time at least, the Sultan appears to have 
resigned himself to his pleasures ; and removing from Tebreiz to Ou- 
jaun, he fixed his permanent residence at the latter place, inviting 
Aadel Aga from Sultauniah to take upon himself the entire manage- 
ment of the government ; and this the latter accordingly proceeded to 
exercise with unlimited controul. 

Such a delegation of authority proved, however, as had been exper- 
ienced on a variety of former occasions, the source of serious discon- 
tent among the Ameirs ; and a combination was soon concerted among 
them to ruin the minister. In "rder to assist in the execution oftheir 
design, they undertook to recal from Syria, whither he had been ban- 
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A. H. 7 dO- 82 . ished for life by the Sivltan, a certain Kauzy Sheikh Ally ; and soon 

A. D. 1378 80 . aftgf the'^return of this person, they proceeded in the course of some 
Habeib-its- public djfcussion of affairs, to declare to Aadel Aga, that although they 
had hith'erfo acquiesced without remonstrance in the authority which 
he had been chosen to exercise, they were now come to a resolution 
no longer to submit to it. The Aga replied, with apparent unconcern, 
that they M'ere perfectly at discretion to judge for themselves ; and 
immediately quitting the assembly repaired to his own mansion, and 
from thence, without giving them time to deliberate on their further 
plans, made the best of his way to S&kauniah. The factious chiefs 
repented, when too late, that they had sulTered an adversary so dan- 
gerous to escape the toils ; and they employed an agent to endeavor, 
by every concession in their power to make, to prevail upon him to 
return. The minister was, however, not to be imposed upon by pro- 
fessions so insidious, and continued his Journ#*y without remission, 
until be reached the plain under the tvails of Sultauniah. Soon after 
he had thus escaped from his enemies, he gave protection to Shah 
MunsAr, who had fled from Shirauz to avoid the resentment of his bro- 
ther Shah Siuijia ; and be obtained the government of llamadaun for 
the fugitive. 

S61tan Husseyne, under considerable alarm with respect to the ul- 
timate views of his Ameirs, on the flight of Aadel Aga, availed him- 
self of the pretence of a ride to the country, to withdraw as suddenly 
from Oujaun, and to hasten with all the celerity of which he was ca- 
pable, to Tebreiz ; where he immediately preparcfl to defend liitnseM', 
by barricading the streets and entrances rnto the town. On the elope- 
ment of the Sfiltan, the seditious nobles threw oft' all furtlier restraint ; 
and having distributed the contents of the treasury and arsenals among 
their followers, proceeded straight for Baghdad. In the mean time, in- 
telligence of their movements was early conveyed by the Sultan to 
Aadel Aga; and they were pursued by that minister, accompanied by 
Shah Munsur the Shirauzian, without delay, at the head of flve thous- 
and horse. They were overtaken by the advanced guard of these 
troops under Shah Mun^dr, at the station of Aitunkoua ; and part of 
them having dispersed for safety, the remainder claimed the protection 
of Muos6r> who unguardedly promised them their lives. Kauzy 



Sheikh Ally and others of the disaffected Ameirs, who had thussur> A. H. 780-83. 

rendered themselves, were now conducted to the camp of Aadel Aga, A. P. 1378 - 8 0 . 

who immediately hastened in chargeof them towards Tebreji. When Habeib-us. 

he reached Meraughah, on the way to that metropolis, in co8sdi]uence 

of a letter from the Shltan written in letters of gold with his own hand. 

the minister, however, m spite of the most serious remonstrances on ' 

the part of Shah Munsur, who had pledged himself for their personal 

safety, directed the whole of the prisoners to be put to death ; with 

the exception of the factious Kauzy, who contrived to redeem himself 

from the sword of the executioner, at the expence of one hundred to- 

maiins.* Shah Muns6r immediately withdrew to Hamadaun, highly 

offended at the disregard with which his intercession in behalf of the 

rebellious Ameirs, had been thus treated ; while Aadel Aga continued 

his march to I'ebreiz, where additional favors awaited him from the 

gratitude of his sovereign. 

On the death of Khanjah Serour, Amcir Ismacil, the son of the Vez- 
zeir Zekkareia, had. as formerly noticed, succeeded to the government 
uf 13a::h(lad. llavinir, however, hv his indiscriminate advancement 
of individuals of low birth and vicious morals, given considerable of- 
fence to Shabzadali Sheikh Ally the son of Sultan Aweiss, who re- 
sided there at tlii& period in a private capacity, Ameir Ismaeil was 
unexpertedly, attacked on his way to tlie principal mosque, onel’riday 
in the 7Syd of the Ilidjerah, and assassinated, by the man who bore 
bisquiver; and bis uncle, in endeavoring to assist him against the mur- 
derer, shared his fate. Tlie assassin and his accomplices hastened 
immediately to the presence of the Sliahzailah to announce whnlhad 
passed; without, however, obtaining credit for tlieir information, until 
they had returned for the head of tlie fallen chief, which was then sus- 
pended to the end of abeam in the walls of his own palace. On this 
subject, it is described as a remarkable circumstance, that while he 
was one day superintending the progress of the building', a carpenter 
w'as about to cut off the end of this very beam, because it projected 
through the wall ; when Ismaeil himself interposed with the observation 

• There would be consiilernblo jlirtifiilty iu deciding what this iiiighl amount to. The 
toniaun of tlic presrnt day, (170i)' i> estmialed at about thirty half crowns. But the to- 
HKiuii taken at ten thousand, wfudd make the sum ouc milliou; wliether ofUiuaurs ox dir^ 
rem.s, most yet be douliU’ul. T. 
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A. If. 782. thatUtaightonetimeorotlierjSer^esdinesuchpurposeasthikttowliibh 
A. D. i»»o. jj applied, little dreaming that be was unconsciously prognos* 

**’‘*^’^“*' ticating the fate of bis own head. 

When these proceedings became known at Tebreiz, S6ltan Hdsseyne 
yielded with a good grace to confer the government of Baghdad upon 
his brother ; assuring him in the letters which accompanied the patent 
of investiture, that he could not entertain the slightest objection to his 
assuming the authority which had thus incidentally fallen to him ; he 
should only recommend it as a measureof expedience, that some noble- 
man of rank and talents might be retained about his person, in order 
to superii end the discipline of the soldiery, and watch over the peace 
and tranquillity of the people at large ; aiul for this object, any per- 
son of that class whom he thought fit to name, should be immediately 
directed to attend his orders. The agent em])loyed to convey these 
dispatches, returned to his master highly gratified with the reception 
which he bad experienced from the Sliahzadah ; although the latter 
proceeded to exercise his own discretion, in his choice of the officers 
of his government; bestowing the charge of the Vizzaurut upon Abdul- 
melek TCimghatchei, and raising the murderers of Ameir Ismucil to the 
most distinguished appointments under his authority. 

Finding, however, on experience, that bis afiairs derived hut little 
advancement from the exertions of such men as these. Sheikh Ally at 
last directed his views towards Peir Ally Baiidek, the governor of 
Sliushter on the part of Shah .Shiijia the Shirauzian ; who had for- 
merly served among his stipendiaries, and whom he now invited to 
Baghd&d. Peir Ally gladly accepted the invitation, and was invested 
by theShahz^dah on his arrival, with the uiicontrouled administration 
of the government ; and he succeeded in a short time, in reducing the 
wholeof Arabian Irak under the authority of his employer. 

This was An extension of power, that did not exactly square with 
the views of Sfiltan llfisseyne and his minister; and, accordingly, as 
soon as he had assembled and equipped a sufficient force fbrthe expe- 
dition, that prince proceeded, in the spring of the seven hundred and 
eighty second of the Hidjerah,* towards Baghdad. Shahzkdah Sheikh 
Ally, and his minister abandoned the place, at his approach, without 
resistance, and retired to Shfishter, the capital of KhAaustaun ; wfai* 

*A.P.i3eo. 
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tlier, had the intreaties of Aadel Agaavailed, they ^ould hare been im» 
mediately pursued by the undivided force of the Tebrizians to their 
entire extermination. But, the habits of debauchery to which the Sul- 
tan was become now deplorably devoted, irresistibly attracted him to 
BaghdiLd ; while Aadel Aga, with a part only of the army, proceeded, 
under considerable dissatisfaction of mind, towards Shushter. There 
in a short time, he concluded a treaty with the enemy ; only stipulating, 
that the Shahzudah should for the future confine himself to the terri- 
tory of Shdshter, and the province of Kh&zistaun, without interfering 
any more with the government of Baghdad. Aadel Aga rejoined Sultan 
Husseyne on the tenth of Zilhudge ;* but perceiving in the monarch 
no disposition to abandon his effeminate courses, he left him for the 
last time ; and with the troops of his own government, returned to 
Sultauniah, where he proceeded to exercise without restraint, all the 
powers of independent authority. 

Not long afterwards, the principal inhabitants of Baghdad, with a 
remittance of four hundred tomauns in specie, conveyed to Shabzadah 
Slitikh .Mly, and his minister at Shushter, an invitation to return and 
resume his authority among them. This, they did not conceive them- 
selves under anv enjiacjeineiit to decline ; and thevaccordiniilvadvanccd 
without further delay into Arabian Irak. The etfeminatc Sultan Ilus- 
scyiie contented hinwiclf with dis^iatchiiig two of his generals, Mah- 
mud Doaauty, and Omar Keptchauky, to oppose the design; but these 
contmatulcrs being defeated with great slaughter, and taken prisoners, 
bv Peir Ally Baudek, tl)c Sultan quitted Baghdad on intelligence of 
the disaster, with a precijiitation which partook of all the circumstances 
ofa disgraceful flight. Making, however, the best of his way towards 
Tebro iz, he ultimately contrived to reach that place in safety, after 
experiencing a tlrousaiid difficulties, and being reduced to practice a 
thousand shifts and expedients. 

About the fxeriod at which Sultan Husseyne returned to Tebreiz, in 
the se circumstances of defeat and distress, Aadel Aga was employed 
in reco.veriug some of the castles in the territory of lley, which had 
been taken possession of by Ameir Wully ; who had by this time ex- 
tended his authority from Jiirjaun into Mazanderaun westwards. Dis- 
teganUng all considerations of personal hazard^ in order to concili- 

* March 
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* A. H. 984. fttp, and perhaps re&tore to hiipself the confideA£8 of^adel Aga» tlie 
A. P. 1382. SuUup did not hesitate^ to detach tail is supp^ft the greater part of the 
Haboib-us- troops of his province ; thus resigning the protection of himself and 
his capital, to a very slenderand in-competent force. Such was his situ- 
ation, when in the early part of the seven hundred and eighty fourth of 
IheHidjerah, his brother Sdltan Ahmed, sufficiently celebrated under 
the title of Sultan Al^med Jull&eir, than whom in auAcity of mind, 
according to our author, tliis earth has seldom produced the equal, 
carried away by an unprincipled ambition of power, suddenly quitted 
Tebreizand took the road to Ardebeil, which he held in jagueir, or feu. 
dal subjection under the authority of his brother. From Ardebeil, in spite 
of every solicitation on the part of Sultan Hflsseyne to return, he])ro- 
ceeded towards Moghaun,and from' thence into the peninsula of Aran, 
between the Cyrus and Araxes, where he succeeded in assembling a 
body of troops ; and at the head of these he now retraced his steps to- 
wards the metropolis of .\zerbaijaun. On the fifte< iith ofSuflurof the 
seven hundred anti eighty fourth of the Hidjerah,* he entered that me- 
tropolis by surprise; and although tiie unhappy Sultan contrived to 
conceal himself in the hrst moments of alarm, he was however early 
discovered, and the same night condemned to die, through the merci- 
less rigour of an unfeeling brother. 

This prince appears to have enjoyed his precarious sovereignty for 
a period of eight years, five months, and two and twenty days ; but, if 
the representation of some historians be true, that, notwithstanding his 
acknowledged singular endowments, he was not only immoderately 
addicted to his pleasures, but guilty of actions equally inconsistent 
with the dignity of a monarch, and unworthy of his character as a man, 
his fate could not have been citber long, or extensively lamented. 

Sultan AhmejdJullaeir, and Sultan Ba vEzzi u, lastof the Eyl- 

KHAVNI ANS. 

It is here repeated that Sultan A hmed the son of A weiss, wasa prince 
ScLTAN Ahmed distinguished for his singular audacity, than for his sangui- 

JvLLAEiB.lastof D8ry and turbulent spirit, the gloominess of his mind, and the unre- 
llie £}IkUiiuniaiu. lenting cruelty and injustice of his disposition. With these qualities, 
be is however allowed to have possessed from nature some very con- 
siderable endowments, and in particular be is described to hare been 

* April 20tii(, 1882. 
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%n unrivalled proficient in music. Rut without entering further into 
the discussion of these points, which cannot at present be very mate- 
rial, theauthor proceeds to state, that however he had stained the palace 
of Tehreiz with the blood of one brother, there yet remained another 
in Sultan Bayezzid, who with some difficulty contrived to effect his 
escape to Sultauniah, to dispute his claims to the sovereign powder. 

At thaf place Sultan Bayezzid was received with distinction and re- 
gard by Aadcl "ho declared in support of his authority; wdiich 
he immediately prepared to assert with all the force of his government. 
Aadcl Aga was accordingly soon on his march towards Tebreiz, having 
first, on some_ jealousy or other, found it expedient to confine the per- 
son of Shah Munsur the S hirauzian, to the fortress of Kerrautu. Bc- 
iiiir however deserted on his arrival at the town ofMiaunah, bv Yau;;hv 
Baussety’ the son of Ally Aynauk, and Abu Saeid the son of Deher 
ISlelek, these two chiefs conveyed intelligence of his approach and 
that ofBayezziil, to Sultan Ahmed ; and the latter, whose power was 
as yet but imperfectly eslahlished, very gladly availed himself of this 
early information, to abandon Tebreiz; which was, shortly afterwards, 
entered w ithout resistance, by Aadel Aga and his roval associate. Con- 
signing the government of 'I'chreiz to Al>l)as Aga and Mussaufer Bou- 
diitehei, Aadcl Aga continued his march to Marend ; from whence he 
detacli<*d two of his ca|»tains, Mahmud Dowauty, and Kara Bostaum, 
towards the Araxes, or Oras, with orders to establish themselves on 
that river, anti to seize and fortify the bridge of Zeia-ul-infilk. All 
which was accomplished without difficulty. 

In the. mean time, Sultan Ahmed contrived to open a secret corres- 
pondence with (hese two eouiinanders, as well as with Abbas and Mus- 
saufer, who had been left in charge of Tebreiz ; and he finally succeeded 
in persuading them, that the services which they rendered to another 
were justly due to himself alone. This change of disposition on the 
part of his followers, was by some means or other intimated to Aadel 
Aga, and he conceived it prudent to return without delay to Sultaun- 
iah ; while Shltau Ahmed, on intelligence of his retreat, dispatched 
Hamzah, one of his generals, accompanied by Yaughy Baussety, and 
Abfi Saeid recently mentioned, towards Tebreiz. These chiefs, on ap- 
proaching the neighborhood Ot that city, and observing from alar the 
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column of troops under Milssaufer and AVbas, who were matching in’ 
join Shltan Ahmed, mutually expressed an apprehension, that if Abbaa 
and his collegue, who were both of the same national stock with the 
Sftltan, that of JullSieir, were once admitted to a familiar intercourse 
with the prince, the result must necessarily prove, an acquisition, of 
influence over his councils, far superior to any thing towhich they could 
pretend. It wa$ therefore determined at once to set their minds at 
rest on this point, before the objects of their Jealous^ were suffered 
to proceed any further ; and the two chiefs were accordingly put to 
death, at the conference which necessarily took place, and before they 
had yet opened their lips in explanation of their designs. The heads 
of the two commanders were conveyed to Sultan Ahmed ; who thought 
fit, since the act was past redemption, and however privately he dis* 
approved of it, for the present to dissemble his resentment. He soon 
afterwards re-entered Tebreiz, and for some time devoted his attention 
to regulate the government, and to conciliate the minds of the people. 

He had not, however, been long thus laudably engaged, when sud- 
denly intenupted in liis pursuits, by reports repeatedly announced of 
the approach of Shabzadah Sheikh Ally, and Peir .\lly Baudek ; who 
had been drawn into Azerbaijauu by the insidious representations of 
Aadel Aga. The Sultan hastened to oppose, and to give them battle; 
which he was enabled to do, on the banks of the huft-roud, or sevea 
rivers ; but, his left wing being thrown into confusion by the unex- 
pected desertion of Omar the Kcptchaukuiu, who. went over, to the 
enemy, he was totally defeated, and compelled to retire by the route of 
Khowy, to Nakhtchuauu. Here, however, at tht* tomb of Peir Ma- 
bommed NakhtchCiauny, be lead an interview with Kara Mahommed 
the Turkman, whose aid he earnestly solicited to obtain vengeance oa 
his cuemies. 

The T&rkman chief expressed his readiness- to embark in his quarrel ; 
stipulating, however, that the Sfiltaa should on his part engage, first, 
that his troopsvwhen the enemy were brought to action, should remain 
inactive spectators, at . a plaee which at the proper period would be 
pointed out to them, and so contin.ue until with his own followers tlie 
Turkman should have decided'thc victory ; and secondly, that in the 
event of success, be should relinquish all claim to share in the booty,. 
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Mrhatever it might prove. To both these stipulations Sultan Ahmed A. If. '}84r85. 
subscribed without difficulty. On which,, with an address which A. D. 
evinced considerable skill in the art of war, the Tilrkman proceeded to Haheib usr 
form a body of five thousand men, drawn together for the occasion, 
into separate Kushuns, or battalions of three hundred each ; and sub> 
dividing each Kushhn into sections of thirty men, he further directed 
that these should advance to gall the enemy with their arrows, in dis- 
tinct parties of ten ; alternately retiring and relieved by the succeed- 
ing parties in rotation, until the issue of the contest should be deter- 
mined. In this disposition Kara Mahommed gave battle totheShah- 
zudah Sheikh -Mly, and Peir Ally Baudek ; both of whom falling in 
the course of the action, the Turkmans obtained a signal victory, and 
returned to their stations, with an immense booty. Sultan Ahmed 
again repossessed himself ofTebreiz; and in derision of his attempts to 
subvert his authority, transmitted the head of Peir Ally, to Aadel Aga 
at Sultauniah. 

Shortly afterwards, however, Aadel Aga was again on his march for 
Tcbrdz ; but some mutual proposals torvurds an accommodation inter- 
vening, the Sultan hatl been induced to dispatch two of his officers to 
hold a conferrenco with his adversaries, and by the mysteries of their 
common faith, to confirm the basis of a treaty of peace. Nevertheless, 
while he was expecting the return of his agents, the Sultan was sud- 
denlv apprized that Aadel Aga was at band ; and becoming alarmed at 
intelligence which he was not prepared to receive, another flight to 
Kakhtchuann, Moghaun,aml Aran, was found unavoidable,and his last 
alternative was an application to Hoshung prince of Shirvaun. In 
the mean time, Aadel Aga took up his quarters at Oujaun, where the 
Ameirs of the province in general submitted to him, and were received 
w ith equal kindness and distinction. Such was the situation ofaftairs, 
when through the mediation of Ameir Hoshung, a treaty was at last 
concluded between the hostile chiefs ; by which it was finally arranged 
that Azerbaijauii should be ceded in full sovereignty to Sultan Ahmed ; 

Irkk Ajem toShltan Bayezzid ; and that Aadel Aga should he associated 
with Shltan Ahmed, in the possession of Arabian Irak. 

Returning to Sultauniah upon this arrangement, an application was 
conveved to Akdel Aga from the principal inhabitants ot Baghd&dy 



A.H. 785 88. 
A. D 1383. 

Httbeib-us- 

Btyr. 


fl2 

soliciting that a person in his confidentfe mightattend them to (hat city; 
and engaging that they would undertake to secure the whole of it, in his 
behalf. In consequence of this, Tilrsoun, a couzin german of his own, 
of established character and reputation in arms, was selected by Aadet 
Aga, to accompany the persons who had promoted the application 
into Arabian Irik, and, with Kowaum-ud-dein Alenjeky as his deputy,, 
to assume the government of Baghdid. On his arrival, AbdulmSIek 
Tumghatchei, whowas in the temporary exercise of authority, attended 
by the party concerned in the assassination of Ameir Ismieil', pro- 
ce'ededto visit the new governor; and, with all who accompanied him, 
was immediately put to death. A treasure of two thousand tomaiins 
found in his dwelling, became the prey of an indigent and rapacious 
multitude ; and the whole city being upon this abandoned to sedition 
and outrage, the money which had been collected for Aadel Aga dis- 
appeared in the universal uproar that ensued. 

Intelligence of these disordersand usurpations being, .however, early 
conveyed to Sfiltan Ahmed, now at Tebreiz, he hastened without de- 
lay to put an end to them. On the march, he was joined by Shah 
Munsfir the Shirauzian, who had contrived to effect Iris escape from 
Kerrautu ; andTdrsoun, having fled from Baghdad, in the direction of 
Yakoubiah, on the approach of the Sultan, he was immediately pur- 
sued and overtaken, and a few days afterwards perished, together w*th. 
bis deputy, by the rfw'ord of the executioner. 

Having passed the winter at Baghdad, Sultan Ahmed returned in 
the spring of seven hundred and eighty five,* into Azerbaijaun ; leav- 
ing Shah Munsiir the Shirauzian, whom he never saw again, well es- 
tablished in the countries on the Tigris, and the metropolis of Baghdad 
under the separate government of Khaujah Yiiheya the Seinnaiiniun. 
In the neighborhood of Meraughah, he was now opposed in battle by 
the troops of Aadel Aga ; whom he appears to have defeated with con- 
siderable slaughter. Aadel Aga retiring upon this to his government 
of Sflltauniah, theStiltan proceeded toGujaun; and advancing shortly 
afterwards with accelerated speed in pursuit otthe Aga, that chief with- 
drew at his approach ; and entrusting the defence of his capital to one 
in whose fidelity he thought he could rely, made the best of his way 
to fiamadaun. From that place he immediately dispatched to solicit 
the assistance of Shall Sbujia prince of Shirauz. 

* A. D. 1303.. 
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ShahShujia embraced with avidity the opportunity thus presented, 
of extending bis power into Azerbaijaun ; and conducting his troops 
immediately to the station of Oukaun,he was there joined by Sultan 
Bayezzid and Aadel Aga, whom he accompanied shortly afterwards 
into Hamadaun. At that place the agents of Sbitan Ahmed now also 
presented themselves, to demand an interview with the prince ofShir- 
auz ; at which they declared on the part of their master, that so fiir as 
related to Sultan Bayezzid his hereditary superior, he was not in the 
slightest degree disposed to wilhliold from him, hisjust share of power ; 
and that he would very cheerfullv subscribe to anv arran"fcment which 

• •• » C? 

Shah Siiujia might think it equitable to dictatcon that head. But, with 
respect to Aadel, thathewas a refractory andrebollious vassal, who had 
insidiously availed himself of the Sliali’s i^roteetion ; and he trusted 
that he would neither he encouraged in his audacity, nor enabled to ex- 
ecute hisunprincipU'dd<-signsofusurpation. Having already conceived 
the design of discarding Aadel Aga, and of obtaining possession of Sul- 
tauniah for himself, in the name of Sultan Bayezzid, Shah Slmjia pro- 
ceeded to disclose these views with little reserve to theagents of Sultan 
Ahmed; and the plan was finally resolved on lietwoon them. The liist 
indication of some such secret arraugeinent, was an order from Shah 
Shiijia, that the Tebrizian Ameirs in the service of Sultan Bayezzid, 
should discontinue tlieir visits to Aadel Aga. 

Sultan Ahmed now withdrew to Tebreiz ; while his brother Bay- 
cz/.id, acconipanii'd by Ibrauhirn Shah, and Al>Jiilkereiiii, two of the 
oflTicers of Shall Shujia, to whom he had engaged to assign the entire 
administration ofhis government, took the road to Sultauniah ; theShir- 
aiiVian,on his part, coufidiiig to this engagement, proccedingtoShush- 
ter, the capital of Khuzistaun, anciently Susa. On their arrival at 
Sullaiiniah, nevertheless, Omar Keptchauky, and .M.ihommed Jem- 
sheid, two principal commanders in the service of Sultan Bayezzid, 
proceeded to dispute both the policy and cxpfdiency of committing 
either town or citadel, to the discretion of ShahSliujia's officers ; and 
the result was, that these officers were designedly lodged in a con- 
fined and sequestered part of tin? city, while the Sultan aud his court 
took possession of the citadel, n'.lhout further attending to t'.icir si- 
tuation in the slightest degree. Hence, reduced to extremity for the 
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A. H. 785-86, very means of existence, both Ibrauhim Sliah and Abdulkereim, were 
A. P. 1883-84. compelled in the depth of wintef to make the best of their way to 
Habeib-us- shirauz. 

When be had, however, continued in the exercise of his authority 
for a period of fifteen days, Sultan Bayezzid, most unexpectedly, and 
apparently without provocation, put to death Omar the Keptchaukian, 
one of his most distinguished captains ; and this act of capricious cru- 
elty filling the rest of his officers with suspicion and alarm, they all 
immediately fled his court. And, intelligence of his brother’s folly 
being soon conveyed to Sultan Ahmed, that prince repaired without 
delay to Sultauniah ; and having obtained possession of the citadel by 
capitulation, he immediately placed it in a respectable state of defence, 
and established his son Keybouga, a child of two, or perhaps often 
years old, in the government, under the tutelage of Tchobaun Kour- 
tchei, possibly his chief engineer. After which consigning the terri- 
torial management to Shcikli Mahmud Jandaur, the Sultan returned 
to Tebreiz, compelling his brother Bayezzid to bear him company. 

In these circumstances rumour widely circulated the intelligence, 
that the irresistible Tey.mur w'as on his march towards Irak and Azer- 
baijaun ; and not long afterwards, the envoys of that celebrated con- 
queror, made their appearance at Tebreiz. Sultan Ahmed, however, 
declined seeing them until he should have removed to Baghdad ; for 
which city he immediately directed that they should proceed under a 
properescort, while he followed himself, at his own convenience. Aa- 
del Aga, whose enterprising ambition continued still unsubdued by 
adverse contingencies, hastened to avail himself of the absence of the 
Sultan, and once more obtained possession of Sfiltauniah ; and being 
immediately joined by many thousands in arms, proceeded to fortify 
and secure himself in that city. This produced a renewal of hostilities 
between him and Sultan Ahmed ; in which while they were yet en- 
gaged, the gilded crescents on the standards of Teymhr announced 
the actual arrival of that monarch on the frontiers of Farss and Ir&k 
Ajem, and drew the attention of the hostile chiefs, from the efforts of 
mutual extermination, to contend with the more dreadful evils of for- 
eign invasion. 



' After having maintained an unequal contest with the armies of Tey* 
in(lr,for a period of considerable duration, Sultan Ahmed was at last 
constrained to fly for protection to the court of Bajazet, the monarch of 
the Othmanlh, orOttoman Turks, (Eylderem Bayezzid— Bayezzid the 
thunderbolt.) with whom he continued, until that prince was called 
upon to defend his own dominions, on the approach of the same in-. 
vincible conqueror. He then, in company with Kara Y ilssuf the Turk- 
man, who had alsosouglit the protection of Bajazet, corruptly so called, 
withdrew through Syria into Egypt. The Sultan of Egypt, Melek 
Feridje, treated them for some time, with friendly hospitality; but ulti- 
mately threw them into prison, with the design of conveying them in 
chains to the presence of the Tcheghataian conqueror. But while he 
was preparing to carry his design into execution, it tvas fortunately 
ascertained that death had terminated the fearful career of Tey mil r; and 
the two chiefs were immediately set at large, and permitted to make, 
the best of their way, Sultan Ahmed into Arabian Irak, and Kara 
Yussuf into Azerbaijaun, respectively. Sultan Ahmed contrived with- 
out much ditticulty to repossess himself of Irak, and Kira Yussuf was 
equally successful in reducing Azerbaijaun. But, the Turkman chief 
Laving occasion to be absent on an expedition to the borders of west- 
ern Anatolia, his ally, Siiltan Aiiined the partner of his exile, and the 
associate of his misfortunes, in direct violation of his engagements, 
availed himself of the advantage, to enter Azerbaijaun, and take pos- 
session of Tebreiz. This perfidious breach of contract was not long 
without its punishment. Kara Yiissuf returned from his expedition, 
and at the distance of two farsangs, or about eight miles from Tebreiz, 
on Friday the twenty fifth of the latter Ilebbeia, of the 813lh of the 
Ilidjerali,* gave battle to his faithless ally. In this Sultan Ahmed w-as 
totally defeated; and endeavoring to conceal himself within the city, 
he was the same night discovered and put to death by his indignant 
conqueror, after having held a precarious authority, for seven and twen- 
ty years four months and ten days. With him terminated the power 
of the family of Jullaeir, which commenced, as we have already seen, 
with Ameir Hussun the Eylkhaunian, the son in law ofAmeirTcho- 
baun Ycldfiz so often mentioned in the preceding pages. 

* September 8t]i, 1109. 
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The concluding events of the reign of S&ltan A Wed JulUeir, have 
been thus briefly anticipated, in order to hasten to the more important 
subject of the history of TeymUir ; which will be presented to the rea- 
der in the subsequent volume— >if it be permitted to the author of these * 
pages to hope for the continuation of life and health, to prosecute his 
design to its termination. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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